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Through
Jesus

Are You in
Need of
Prayer?

The Oil of Gladness
Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and
have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord."
James 5:14
Dear Friends,
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The Sword of the
Spirit was started
in 1954 by the Rev.
A. Pierce Middleton

E

ach Wednesday morning at 10:00am we offer the Holy Eucharist with Holy
Unction. With praise music and a sermon, this "folk Mass" sees on average 25
attendees each week.
Holy Unction occurs
when a priest anoints an
individual with Holy Oil in
the sign of the cross on the
forehead. Taken from a
special oil stock that fits over
the priest's thumb

like a heavy ring, the oil is considered a
sacrament by many and stems in its authority
from the above Scripture by James. Our Holy oil
is consecrated by our
Bishop each year
during Holy Week and
given to the clergy to
bring back to our
parishes.
Please join us,
and if you, or a
loved one, are in
need of prayer, the
oil of gladness from
the altar surely
awaits you.
Faithfully,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† Men’sBible Study

O

ur Men began a new colossal weekly study on Monday nights.
This time they’re dissecting the Letters of Paul to the Colossians
and the Ephesians. Join them each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker
Hall. All the studies are available live on Livestream and on YouTube.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Sep 27
Sat, Sep 29

Sun, Sep 30

Mon, Oct 1
Tue, Oct 2
Wed, Oct 3
Thu, Oct 4
Sat, Oct 6
Sun, Oct 7

- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
St. Michael & All Angels
7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (Livestream)
- Youth Group Get Together
- 10:00 am - Christian Caring Committee, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (Livestream)
- 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - Boot Camp, Crocker Hall
7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
- 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook)
- 7:30 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (Livestream)
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† Moses Makes a Wish
by John Tuthill

“I wish the LORD would give his Spirit to all his people
so everyone could be a prophet!”

O

- Moses. Numbers 11:293 (Contemporary English Version)

ne thing's for sure: the microscopic little notes at the bottom of the page in a
good study Bible are full of surprises and well worth putting one the
magnifiers! Our gospel reading we will hear in church this Sunday (Mark 9:38
-50) brings us to Jesus being told this by John the Apostle; "Teacher, we saw someone
casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following
us."
The disciples were jealous! They saw a person who was from outside of their little inner
-circle group who had the audacity to do good works in Jesus' name. And not only that, but
he also showed an irritating ability to have more success by Jesus' name than they had.
Previously, the disciples all had zero success healing a boy with an evil spirit (Mark 9:1432). But this unnamed man did cast demons out in the name of Jesus. And what was Jesus'
reply to John's request to make the man stop? Jesus
showed a complete lack of concern about it. In fact,
He seems pleased that people are being set free in His
name and as one commentator has pointed out, "No
one can claim to own the name of Jesus, instead, Jesus
owns those who call upon His name." Amen!
Somewhere in the impossibly small study notes in
my Bible by this Sunday's gospel text, these is a cross
reference to compare this incident of the unknown man
doing God's will in Jesus name and the note points to a
remarkably similar happening with Moses in the Book
of Numbers. Moses has complained to the Lord that
the burden is too great on him being the only mediator between God and His people. So the
Lord had Moses bring 70 men to the Tent of the Presence to receive the Spirit and share in
some of the responsibility that Moses was bearing alone. For some unrecorded reason, two
men of the seventy decided to skip the meeting and stayed behind in the camp instead.
Were they being defiant? Were they feeling unworthy and too overwhelmed at being
chosen? The Bible does not say. But exactly as the outsider man in Mark's gospel casting
out demons in Jesus' name, the two that did not obey and come to receive the Spirit at the
tent began to show the same power and ability as the other 68 men. And, just as John
complained to Jesus, the 68 who showed up as ordered complained and Joshua said to
Moses; ..."My lord Moses, stop them!" Just as Jesus did not stop the man in Mark, Moses
has no desire to stop the two men that were doing God's will by God's power: "I wish the
LORD would give His Spirit to ALL of His people so they would all be prophets!"
Wow. Wouldn't THAT be great?
Next the subliminal study Bible notes point over to Acts 2 in the New Testament. The
disciples were gathered together in the upper room at the Feast of Pentecost and suddenly
(exactly as wished for by Moses and just as promised by Jesus beforehand) they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit! Throughout the New Testament, we read that when people
become born again, they likewise receive and are filled with the Holy Spirit. What huge,
important, transforming and joy-filled teachings are waiting to be found in God's Word the
more we look. Did Moses know what his wish would become in God's plan? Maybe? God
knows.
Thanks be to God!
4

† Exalt God Through Social Media,
Not Yourselves

by Steve Hemming

“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to be seen by them.
Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. Therefore, when you do a
charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues
and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have
their reward. But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. And when you pray, you shall not be like
the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.”
Matthew 6:1-5

I

have no doubt this will be an unpopular message for some, for I know I’ll be
stepping on some toes here. Regardless, after being woken up several times during
the night, I am choosing to be obedient, and share what the Lord has given me. And
I do so, out of sincere love and concern for all who will read this.
In the scripture passage above, Jesus cautioned His disciples to not behave like the
scribes and the Pharisees, because all the works they did were intended to be seen by men
(Matthew 23:5). In essence, these “hypocrites” were calling attention to themselves, not
God.
In our current age, social media has become all the rage. Almost everyone I know
subscribes to either Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. Certainly, there are several good
reasons to connect with
others through these venues.
Fruitful examples include
keeping in touch with
distant family members,
friends, and classmates,
sharing important and
informative news, telling
others about Jesus, requests
for prayer, etc.
Unfortunately, there are
many who post information
that is simply not edifying,
because they have become
deceived, and addicted to
seeking attention from their
virtual “friends.” They’ve
developed an unhealthy
dependency on being “liked”
by others. As a result, they
are fixated on posting
photos of and/or talking about themselves, their possessions, their activities, and so on.
Believe me, I am all too familiar with this sort of behavior, for I too was once caught up in
this vicious cycle, until the Lord delivered me and opened my eyes to the harmful effects
that can result from getting too involved with Facebook.
For those of you who engage with others via social media, have you ever considered
what Jesus thinks of your posts? Are you exalting Him? Or, yourself?
And how much time each day do you spend on social media? In comparison, how much
time do you spend each day with the Lord in prayer and reading His word? If you are
spending more time on your phone or computer than with God, you may want to
contemplate fasting from Facebook (and/or Twitter and Instagram) for a while, and refocus
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

Exalt God Through Social Media

your life on Jesus.
Before you immerse yourself in social media again, please pause for a moment and
consider these important truths from the word of God:
Do not seek the praise of man – “Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth;
a stranger, and not your own lips.” Proverbs 27:2. Also, “For not he who commends
himself is approved, but whom the Lord commends.” 2 Corinthians 10:18.
Do not boast – “Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his
good conduct, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. But if you have bitter
jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast in it or deny the truth. Such
wisdom does not come from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, and demonic.” James 3:13-15
Rely on the Lord for what you need, not people – “It is better to take refuge in the
Lord than to trust in man.” Psalm 118:8
It’s not about you, it’s all about God – “He must increase, but I must decrease.” John
3:30
Exalt the Lord, not yourself – “Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His
name together.” Psalm 34:3. And, “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will
lift you up.” James 4:10
Consider others more important than yourself – “Do nothing out of selfish ambition
or empty pride, but in humility consider others more important than yourselves.” Philippians
2:3
Encourage others – “Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just
as you also are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11
“And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.”
Colossians 3:17

† Transforming Stewardship
“Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you
belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his
reward.”
Mark 9:41

D

oes your life reflect the life of Jesus? Remember, we
were made in His image. We tend to forget this. When
others see you, do they see the face of Jesus? When you look
at others, do you see the face of Jesus in them?

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel
good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David
Szen
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, September 27th

Vincent de Paul

Religious, and Prophetic Witness, 1660

B

orn in France in 1580 to a peasant family, Vincent took his theological studies at
Toulouse and was ordained in 1600.
When called to hear the confession of a dying man, Vincent was shocked by the spiritual
naiveté of the penitent. In response, Vincent preached sermons on confession in the village
chapel of Folleville, calling people to the necessity of
repentance. So persuasive were his sermons, that
villagers stood in line to go to confession. Vincent had
underestimated their spiritual hunger. In 1626, Vincent
and three priests pledged to “aggregate and associate to
ourselves and to live together as a Congregation … and to
devote ourselves to the salvation of the people.”
Vincent devoted great energy to conducting retreats
for clergy because of the widespread deficiencies in
theological education and priestly formation. He was a
pioneer in the renewal of theological education and was
instrumental in establishing seminaries.
For Vincent, charity was a predominant virtue that was to
be extended to all. He established charitable
confraternities to serve the spiritual and physical needs of
the poor and sick. He called upon the women of means in
Paris to collect funds for his missionary projects
particularly hospitals to serve the poor.
Vincent was by temperament a very irascible person. He said that except for the grace
of God he would have been “hard and repulsive, rough and cross.” But he became tender
and affectionate, very sensitive to the needs of others. He had an extraordinary capacity to
connect with all types of people and to move them to be empowered by the gospel of Jesus.
In the midst of the most distracting occupations his soul was always intimately united with
God. Though honored by the great ones of the world, he remained deeply rooted in
humility.
At Vincent’s funeral, the preacher declared that Vincent had just about “transformed the
face of the Church.” “The Apostle of Charity” breathed his last in Paris, on September 27,
1660, at the age of eighty.
He is honored in the tradition as the patron saint of charitable causes.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners,
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
“Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we,
running to obtain your promises, may become
partakers of your heavenly treasure.” Isn’t this what
stewardship is all about? It’s not the treasure that’s
important here; it’s growing our relationship with
God in faithful expectation of the as yet unknown
blessings to come.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, September 27th

Thomas Traherne
Priest, 1674

T

hough not as well known as John Donne or George Herbert, Thomas Traherne was
one of the seventeenth century’s most searching, inventive poets and theologians.
Traherne was among about twelve Anglican lyricists dubbed by the rather prosaic
Samuel Johnson as “the Metaphysical Poets.” Johnson meant this to imply
that their poetry was pretentious and obscure. What he missed was not only
their erudition but their subtlety and their profound awareness of the depths
of Divine Mystery through which they tried to articulate the Christian Faith
in a world which was changing from the sure faith of the Middle Ages to
the bewildering maze of conflicting opinion which was the “Modern.”
Born in 1637, the son of a humble shoemaker in Hereford, Traherne
went to Oxford thanks to the generosity of a prosperous relative. He was
awarded the B.A. in 1656 and later the M.A. and B.D. He was ordained
priest in 1660. From 1667 on he was the chaplain to Sir Orlando
Bridgeman, Keeper of the Great Seal. At 37 he died in his patron’s house.
Traherne’s poetry was unpublished and unknown until it was found in manuscript in a
London bookseller’s stall at the beginning of the twentieth century. In all the Metaphysical
Poets we find the attempt, often through startling images and seemingly contradictory
metaphors, to express the inter-penetration of the sacred and the profane, the mortal human
and the immortal divine, the verities of the new sciences and the eternal verities of God’s
revelation in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ. Traherne was particularly taken with the
paradox that the naive grandiosity and self-centeredness of a small child was, in fact, a kind
of window into the Divine Being. In reading his poetry it is sometimes not clear whether he
is speaking of himself as a small child or of the Christ-Child. In fact, he is often inferring
both, by which he means us to understand that in the Incarnation, God assumed our
humanity and so our humanity is in fact, our blessed access to God.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Esther and Haman before Ahasuerus
1639

Jan Victors, 1619-1676
Wallraf-Richartz-Museum, Cologne, Germany

"T

hen Queen Esther answered, "If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases
the king, let my life be given me - that is my petition - and the lives of my people
- that is my request. For we
have been sold, I and my
people, to be destroyed, to be
killed, and to be annihilated. If
we had been sold merely as
slaves, men and women, I
would have held my peace; but
no enemy can compensate for
this damage to the king." Then
King Ahasuerus said to Queen
Esther, "Who is he, and where
is he, who has presumed to do
this?" Esther said, "A foe and
enemy, this wicked Haman!"
Then Haman was terrified
before the king and the queen.
-- Esther 7:3-6

Offertory

T

he Offertory follows the peace, which is the
structural hinge shifting the liturgy from the
Liturgy of the
† About the Service
Word to the
Liturgy of the
Altar. Essentially
the Offertory is an
action - words and
music are strictly
secondary. The action is the reception and preparation of
the elements - the bread and the wine - for making
communion. A sentence of scripture called here an
Offertory sentence signals the beginning of this part of the
service. Instrumental or vocal music accomplishes the
same task as the Offertory sentence. It is also during this
time that we present not just bread and wine, but also
money. This is important, that we present gifts representing
our self and our world. It is also significant that we don’t
present wheat and grapes, but bread and wine; These are
the products not only of God’s bountiful creation, but also
human labor. You may have noticed that when we sing the
Doxology, praising God from whom all blessings flow, the
celebrant holds aloft all of the gifts, but concentrates on
those which will become the Holy Communion. This is to
say that without the people who have brought forward and
given gifts, this service could not happen.
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the
Promised Land Part I.”
People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the
Promised Land.
The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild
Room. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.

S

unday’s gospel, Mark 9:38-50, presents
a heavy burden for a faithful follower
to bear. It is frightening to think of how
easily we might cause someone to sin.

† Happy Birthday to You!

L

auretta Pilcher celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Jack
Meyer, David Palmer, Gary Pilcher & Fr. Joseph Shepley.
Throw a party on Saturday for Abby Onorato, Beth Means & John
Guglielmo. Bake a cake for Amanda Brink, Barbara DeAnzeris
& Julia Galdino on Monday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for
over 40 years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on the proud who
sought to save themselves. But through him God also comforted the humble with
glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the
prisoners set free....the hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and enlightenment.
Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am. For more info email Debbi
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.
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“Transforming Lives Through
Jesus”
St. Paul’s Church
Brookfield, Connecticut
Saintpaulsbrookfield.com

What did James say was
"powerful and effective?"
James 5:16 NIV
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take
a card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray
for that request for one week. How comforting to know
that your request is being prayed for and that you are
praying for someone else’s! You might just be praying for
the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!
My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, I do hope you will enjoy this next writing,
about a couple where the spouse is an invalid and the wife is taking care of both. It is also
about how we go through life after we marry, and we come to the senior years not knowing
what to expect. It is not easy growing old. Your cohorts die off and your children move
away. The house that you bought together now seems like a prison because you cannot walk
fast, or you are in a wheelchair. Maybe your spouse has passed away and you are alone in a
house that had so much laughter. There are statistics about the amount of suicide, not with
the teens but with the elderly. They have the highest suicide rate, such as, not being a
burden on their children or being forced to go into a nursing home. The Probate Courts are
overloaded, and the other courts are backed up. So, the elderly sees no way out except
through death. But there is a court that is pure light and filled with love that you will come
to knock, seek and find. It is described in Matthew 7:7-8. Psalm 100:4 says what
Thanksgiving is about.

I

Knock, Seek, and Find

got up this morning, I had so much to do, get my spouse out of bed and on the head
before the mess came on the floor. I ran around in my pajamas to get my spouse’s
clothes that I forgot to go to the head myself. My spouse got to the sink to bathe and
do mouthcare, but I forgot to do his hair. I got my spouse dressed so he could look his best
but saw that he had one sock white and one sock pink that I said to myself oh let’s have a
drink. I said too bad for the socks they will have to do for I need
to feed my spouse breakfast before the bus was due. So off he got
to Adult Day Care, so I could have my affair with the coffee pot,
that I did not sit down and pray for God to take my day.
I rushed around the house picking up the dust that I did not see
the book on the table. My mind was on the bagel by the book on
the table that I finally asked, God you see what I am able but the
book on the table just does me no good because I am running
around this house to pick up a blouse. I have asked you through
and through till my face is blue, help me through this. God said,
you never asked me to come into your house to join both of you in
heart, mind, or trust. But you never asked.
My house got picked up and my shopping done but oh that book is still on the table, but I
am still not able. The sky is overcast, and my world is under that mast; that I wondered, is
this the way to grow old but not be bold? My spouse is coming home to a meal that is
genuine appealing but now I am not dealing with my feeling of eating. I needed to see the
day, by way of the qua, but God you never showed me in the book that was on the table
because I was not able to seek that the book stayed on the table.
All day I was able to come to the table and take the book that was able. But God said,
Child you did not knock. So, my spouse saw a mouse and squirmed in the wheelchair. I put
down the book and took a hook to see if the mouse that my spouse saw was still here in the
house. I saw the mouse and ran around the house with the book that was on the table that
was able to guide both of us to God. Now you see the way when I had my say, that finally
we were able to get to the table and open the book to get off the hook, to capture the mouse
that was in the house, that we both took time to pray. We opened the book that was on the
table that now we were able to knock, seek, and find.
Susan W. Balla BSNAC, Ministry on Aging, Episcopal Church in CT.
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† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring Street in
Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh
ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations of reusable
grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their food in. We are
also looking for coloring books and crayons for the children who come
with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size
toiletries you usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place
donations in Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sep 30th 8 am - Karen / Bob Greely
Oct 7th 8 am - Beth / Jay Trott
Oct 14th 8 am - Joan Boehm

10:30 am - K DeSanti / P Pascoa
10:30 am - Switzers
10:30 am - Ducketts
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.
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“Second Sunday” - October 14th
Camp Washington's “Second Sunday” with the Holy Landers Ministry Network -- October 14 at 4:30 p.m.
Join Camp Washington and the Holy Landers Ministry Network on October 14 for “Second Sunday” with guest
speaker Tom Verde, presenting “Pilgrimage.” This conversation will be about pilgrimage as an act of religious
faith while focusing on a number of popular Christian pilgrimage sites, such as Canterbury, Santiago de
Compostela and the Holy Land. Special guest Bishop Anne Dyer, Diocese of Aberdeen. More Information:
campwashington.org.
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† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system.
Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use
your present method of giving. The system is simple
using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the
first page.
Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your
unique on line profile.
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your
contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

The sacristans for
October are
Sue Balla, JoAnn
Hornak, and Dori
McManus.

† New Door Access

H

ello St. Paul’s family! As many of you have likely noticed, we have a new keypad
at the back (glass) door to the church. This was installed over the summer as part
of a new plan to help secure the building. We want our church building to be a welcoming
haven for members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all who enter our building.
In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking everyone
to enter through the back door for all church business. This will not apply during
regular Sunday and Wednesday services where all doors will be open to allow for
easy access. All other church business, committee meetings or ministry events
throughout the rest of the week will need to enter the building using the back
door.
All staff, vestry, and ministry leaders will be given access codes for the back
door. If you are included in that group or are a member that requires access to
the building outside of scheduled service times, please email Patrick at
oconnorspatrick@gmail.com to receive an access code.
In mid-October, the locks on all exterior doors will be changed out and any
existing door keys will no longer work. If you will need building access
moving forward, please contact Patrick before October 15th.
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to
Patrick or a member of the vestry.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
“Wholehearted Commitment”
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
n this Hebrew Bible story we hear how Queen Esther, by wisdom and
providence, turns the tables and saves her people. Israel is in exile in Persia,
where a Jewish woman is taken into the king’s harem and eventually made his queen.
One of the king’s advisors, Haman, makes a personal vendetta into a persecution of
the entire Jewish people. This story of sorrow turned into gladness, set during the
reign of Xerxes I (King Ahasuerus 486-465 BCE), is celebrated in the Jewish festival of
Purim.
Psalm 124
Mark 9:38-50
A hymn of thanksgiving for deliverance.
James 5:13-20
The good news in this parable
This New Testament lesson is an affirmation of prayer and the
is ... that Jesus knows we will
power of forgiveness in all circumstances. Prayer should characterize
the lives of the suffering and joyous alike, and those who are sick
stumble and expects us to show
should seek the intercession of the church leaders. The community of up in Heaven lame and scarred by
believers is to strive for the restoration to faith of any who have strayed.
the inner struggle to be true to
Mark 9:38-50
our loyalty to God as frail and
In the gospel Jesus bids his disciples to accept all who seek to do
faulty human beings.
good in his name and to deal ruthlessly with whatever part of
themselves causes sin. Early Christians were doubtless faced with
people outside their communities who said they were acting in Christ’s name. The
tolerant answer given here suggests that Jesus’ followers must avoid arrogance and be
open to God’s divine actions. On the other hand, it is a serious matter to lead a
believer astray. The counsel to destroy offending parts of the body is exaggerated to
make clear the
importance of
avoiding various
sins. The
description of
hell is drawn
from the garbage
dump outside
Jerusalem.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"W

hat turns men into angels?" To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Fr. George Hall, Brenda Darling, Jean
Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....Christ Church, Trumbull; Grace Church,
Trumbull; Trinity, Trumbull.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
......Youth and youth ministries; J2A, Confirm
Not Conform, and all other confirmation classes
and other programs that challenge youth to grow in their faith & discipleship.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill,
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish
continued healing.
.....the people of the Lebanese Republic; the people of Kazakhstan; Diocese of Ideato (Owerri, Nigeria) The Most Revd Caleb Maduoma; and our sister and brother members of
the Community of Christ.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the
hands of ISIS forces. Pray also for radical Muslims
throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia
with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House,
which is the recipient of our food
basket collections during the month of October.
.....The Hawley Companies, a marketplace supporter of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....The Diocese.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership,
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of
Sword Points
Delilah on the
Role of Prayer in
Her Life
The popular radio
host shares how
prayer impacts her
daily life and how
her approach to
prayer has evolved
over the years.
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October Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
October 7th

October 21st

8:00 AM
Welcoming: John Tuthill
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Job 1:1; 2:1-10 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 26 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Job 38:1-7, 34-41 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b Hebrews 5:1-10

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & Dave Williams
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Job 1:1; 2:1-10 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Psalm 26 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Dorothy Pepin / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Job 38:1-7, 34-41 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 104:1-9, 25, 37b Hebrews 5:1-10

October 14th

October 28th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Cheryl Mitchell
Psalm 22:1-15 Hebrews 4:12-16

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Cheryl Mitchell
Lector: Job 42:1-6, 10-17 Pam Szen
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 Hebrews 7:23-28

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Larry Creagh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Job 23:1-9, 16-17 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Ray Ferro
Psalm 22:1-15 Hebrews 4:12-16

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Larry Creagh
Acolyte: Nick Janofsky
Lector: Job 42:1-6, 10-17 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 34:1-8, 19-22 Hebrews 7:23-28
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October 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

10:00 am Christian

Caring

Wednesday
3

4

Friday
5

9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Mission
Communion & Healing
Study
Committee

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7 20 Pentecost

Thursday

8 Columbus Day 9
Parish Office Closed

10

Saturday
6
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm - Property
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm - Music Night

10:00 am PraiseMoves

11

12

8:00 am Traditional
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Music Night
Communion 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Communion & Healing
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
Study
7:00 pm Staff Meeting
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting
Communion

Group

13
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

14 21 Pentecost

15

16

17

18 St. Luke

19

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Stephen
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Music Night
Communion
Communion & Healing
Ministry
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

21 22 Pentecost
Healing Sunday

22

23 St. James of 24
Jerusalem

25

6:30 pm Altar Guild
10:00 am Holy
7:30 pm - Music Night
Communion & Healing
8:00 am Traditional
Meeting 9:15 am Ladies Bible
Communion
Study
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
Study
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
12:00 pm Prayer Team

20
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

26

27
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

29 St. Simon & 31
St. Jude

31

8:00 am Traditional
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
Communion 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Communion & Healing
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
Study
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
4:00 pm Trunk or Treat
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t

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters
Diocesan Convention, Mystic, CT

28 23 Pentecost

Group

10:00 am PraiseMoves

Just For Fun !

(And Christian Fellowship)
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†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Beth
Miller, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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