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Sword Points  
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

À  Becoming Part of God's Story of Redemption 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Friends,  

O ur lesson for this Sunday from the Book of Ruth tells a story of 

redemption, where a vulnerable non -Jewish widow named Ruth is 

not only brought into the family of God, but bears a son from whom Jesus 

would eventually descend many years later.  

If we consider Jesus' lineage, we see that God makes use of all sorts and 

conditions of people in the plan of redemption.  We all, in doing God's will, 

are brought into this same family through Jesus, a diverse spiritual tapestry 

that God is ever -weaving to expand the fabric of grace.  

Our value is not in where we come from, nor what we have accomplished; 

our value is in being claimed as God's own and becoming part of God's story 

of redemption.  Respond to the call of grace, and trust that God's plan for 

your life is always underway in Christ.  

Faithfully,  

 

They named him Obed; 
he became the father of 

Jesse, the father of David. 
      RUTH  4:17 
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À   What Off'ring Shall I Give?   
by John Tuthill 

 

He sat down opposite the treasury...  
 

  -  M  12:38 
 

I 
n our up-coming gospel text this Sunday (Mark 12:38-44) the clash (verbally 

speaking) between Jesus and the religious leaders is very quickly coming to a peak.  

In fact, the on-going struggle we've been hearing about over the past few Sundays is 

climbing to its final crowning point.  Because Jesus relentlessly charges them with 

following their man-made traditions over and against what God's Word commands, the 

religious authorities are feeling the heat.  They have an overwhelming motivation to "take 

care" of Jesus and they imagine it will be... A permanent solution. 

There were several examples of traditions from out of the past which had already crept 

into regular practice at the Temple during Jesus' time, but these are not actually found in the 

Levitical and God-given laws dating from Mt. Sinai.  The authorities had only begun to 

mistakenly value and equate their traditions as if they were God-given.  The example of this 

in Sunday's gospel is one confronted by Jesus in the reading: namely, the coin collection 

bins.  These are not found in God's plan for His Temple found in the Scriptures.  Heck, even 

this part of the Temple which is the setting of this reading ("Court of the Women") was a 

man-imagined add-on to God's original design.  But wait, there's more!  The tradition we 

will hear described in which the wealthy make a very 

pubic show of giving their large gifts for the Temple is 

exactly what leads to ignoring the needs of this poor 

widow.  This is what adds insult to injury because 

what God DOES command is for the Temple leaders 

to provide for the care of a woman in this poor 

widow's situation.  A case could even be made that 

this man-made tradition of public giving is what 

drives the widow to wish above everything to avoid 

appearing unrighteous in front of people - to such an 

extent that she even gives two of the smallest coins 

which is "all that she has to live on" (v. 44).  Our Lord 

DOES point out that the widow has given more than 

any other person, BUT do we see any place in the text 

where Jesus explicitly says that this is the way things 

"ought" to be?  Hmm... 

As Jesus has been saying and showing in the gospel 

readings all-along and up to now - none of us have any standing of our own before God 

apart from his loving mercy and grace.  In fact, the more we might try to point to ourselves 

with good deeds done for wrong and showy motives, this can blind us to what Jesus gives, 

even as he comes and "sits down" with us 

whenever two or three get together in His 

name.  The Temple they walk out from after 

this incident in the gospel is what Jesus tells 

them will be completely destroyed with "not 

one stone that will remain on another" (v. 

13:2).  Phew, good thing Jesus came to 

bring about the new!  God loves a cheerful 

giver - not a forced and regretful one! 

(please see 2 Cor. 9:7!)   Thanks be to God! 
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