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They named him Obed;
he became the father of
Jesse, the father of David.

RUTH 4:17

Dear Friends,
O ur lesson for this Sunday from.the Book of Ruth tells a story of
redemption, where awulnerable nen -Jewish widow named Ruth is
not only brought into the family ofGod, but béars a son from whom Jesus
would eventually descend many years laters

If we consider Jesus' lineage, we see that God makes use of all sorts and
conditions of people in the plan of redemption. We all, in doing God's will;
are brought into this same family through Jesus, a diverse spiritual tapestry
that God is ever  -weaving to expand the fabric of grace.

Our value is not in where we come from, nor what we have accomplished;
our value is in'being claimed.as God's own anhd becoming part.ofGod's story
of redemption. Respond to the call of grace, and trust that God's plan for
your life is always undenway in Christ.

Faithfully,
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A What Off'ring Shall | Give?

by John Tuthill
He sat down opposite thle|trea
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Ispeaking) bet ween Jesus and the relligious
I n factgoi hgesbnuggle we've been hedaring ab
climbing to its final c¢crowning point. Becaus
foll owi ngnatdleeitrr arddrt i ons over and againsft what

XP[gHW i gi ous authorities are feeling the [heat.
1SWDaFiOelV of Jesus and they imagine it wil|l be. ..
LQQWHthere were several examples of traditilons fr
UNXVnto regul ar practice at the Temple during Je
vV E8Viticadi vaennd IGoowds dating from Mt. Sinail. Th
J;’@%@?\akenly value and equat-gi vaepir Thadetampbke
Difﬁ Sunday' s gospel is one confronted by|Jesus
lIJJ|ns. These are not found in God's pllan for
tL@W% part of the Temple which is the slefting
ma-n magi nen ta@d dGod' s original design. Byt wai

wi || hear described in|wphich t

pubic show of giving thej|jr | ar

exactly what | eads to igporing
wi dow. This is what addp 1insu

what God DOES command ifs| for t

to provide for the care pf a w

widow's situation. A gape cou

t hi smandden tradition of plublic g

drives the widow to wigh| above

appearing unright-eousugh| &anont
extent that she even gilves two
which is "all that she|hpas to

DOES point out that the widow

any other person, BUT do| we se

where Jesus explicitly|spys th

"ought" to be? Hmm. . .

As Jesus has been saying| and s
readi-abengl Andnopetofnaw have any standijing of
apart from his | oving mercy and grace. I'n fa
with good deeds done for wrong and showy mot.i
even as he comes and "sits down" with |us$
whenever two or three get together in |His
name. The Temple they walk out from &df¢fer
this incident in the gospel i s what Jesulus tel
them wil |l be completely destroyed with Y{not
one stone that wildl remain on another"” V.
13:2). Phew, good thing Jesus came t o

H FRIYiHWG about the new! God |l oves a cheegrful
LV |WViLWedtG a forced and regretful one!

I1DRPlL'ease see 2 Cor. 9:71!) Thanks be tlo]| God!
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