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Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  Continue to Make a Holy Impact 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

O 
ne evening while in Tanzania some years back, 

realizing that our nets over our beds had several 

holes in them, my son and I were put in mind of the 

local saying, "If you think you’re too small to make a 

difference, you haven’t spent the night with a mosquito!" 

We should never underestimate our ability to 

make a difference, no matter how insignificant 

we may think we are. 

 If we think of our lives as operating in concentric circles, 

consider how our influence at St. Paul's takes form through 

our parish, our community of Brookfield, our greater Danbury 

region, the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, and our missions 

around the world, including Tanzania, China, Kenya, and soon 

Rwanda. 

Did you know that each of us will likely influence over 10,000 people during 

our life?  This reminds us how important it is that we know our circles 

of influence, and live our lives with minds toward mission in God's love.  Together, 

led by the Holy Spirit, may we continue to make a holy impact as ambassadors for 

Christ, all to God's glory.  

Faithfully,  

 

"You will be my witnesses...to the ends of the earth."  ACTS 1:8 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†   New Eyes to See   
by John Tuthill 

 

Then Jesus asked him, 
'Do you see these great buildings?...’ 

 

  -  Mark 13:2 
 

J 
esus asks His Disciples this question above in the gospel 

reading we'll hear this Sunday (Mark 13:1-8).  It is as they are 

leaving Jerusalem's Temple Mount, and Jesus asks them by 

way of response because one of them strangely was pointing out 

something so completely obvious to everyone.  The nervousness in the 

voice of this unnamed disciple can almost be heard as we read what he 

says to Jesus: "Teacher!  What massive stones!  What magnificent 

buildings!" (v. 1).  Why the nervousness?  Jesus had already told them 

earlier that all of Jerusalem and the Temple were going to be destroyed.  Although He 

longed to gather all of its people up to protect them as a hen gathers up her chicks under her 

wings (please see Matthew 23:37-39), Jerusalem had a long history rejecting and killing the 

prophets and those sent to save her.  So, the Disciples are understandably unable to process 

this drastic news about the coming of such unthinkable destruction.  But Jesus challenges 

them (as can be paraphrased) in His question: 'Are YOU really seeing this place for what it 

truly is?'  As the verse records, Jesus says: "Do you see these great buildings?  Not one 

stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down." (v. 13:2). 

Paul seems to echo the point about there being a great peace from God's gift to see what 

is lasting and important.  He wrote to the Church at Corinth; "...we look not at the things 

which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen: 

for the things which are 

seen are all passing away, 

but the things that are not 

seen are eternal" (2 Cor. 

4:18).  The Bible promises 

that this seeing the unseen 

is not hollow or mystical 

talk of pie-in-the-sky-when

-you-die.  It is for when we 

need it: here and now!  It 

helps to remember the 

absolute control that our 

God has in all things - in 

both the good and even in 

the catastrophically bad.  

And prayer at all times 

acknowledges the truth 

about the sovereign control of God and through prayer we receive sight and strength.  This 

was true for Moses (Ex. 32:11, etc.), for King David (Psalm 55:16-17) and even for Jesus 

our Lord and Savior as He spent His last night receiving strength and sight in prayer (John 

17).  As an adopted child of God, Hebrews 13:5 assures that we are never left alone and 

never abandoned no mater what trial or whatever otherwise devastating destruction may 

come.  His peace is on guard as we continually see Jesus in all things and look to Him.  

Please see Philippians 4:6-7!   

Thanks be to God! 
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O ur Men’s Bible Study is still packing them in weekly on 

Monday nights; averaging more than 20 men weekly!  This time 

they’re dissecting the Letter of Paul to the Colossians.  Join them each 

Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All the studies are available live 

on Livestream and archived on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov 15 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Nov 17 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Nov 18 - The Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  9:30 am - Ushers Meeting, Sanctuary 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Mon, Nov 19  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Tue, Nov 20 - 9:15 am - Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Nov 21 - 10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

  7:30 pm - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service  (Livestream) 
Thu, Nov 22 -  Thanksgiving Day 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
Sat, Nov 24 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Nov 25 - The Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with 
it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.  

1 Corinthians 12:26. 
 

Died,  
November 14, 2018 

 

The Rev. George Hall 

For approximately six months in 2009-2010, Fr. Hall served at St. Paul’s as a supply 

priest after Fr. Buchanan left and before Fr. Joe was hired.  A burial service for Fr. Hall will 

be held on Saturday, November 24th at Church of the Epiphany in Southbury.  Check our 

website and next week’s Sword Points for updated information. 

†  Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service 

  

T his year St. Paul’s will be hosting Brookfield’s oldest continuing town-wide 

ecumenical service on Wednesday, November 21st at 7:30 pm. 

This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield Ecumenical Clergy group.  

The combined choirs of Brookfield churches will 

contribute special music, and worship leaders from the 

various congregations will lead portions of the service.  A 

time of fellowship and refreshment will be offered afterwards. 

We hope you will join us for this historic Thanksgiving 

Eve celebration, which began with a Union Thanksgiving 

Service led by the Congregational Church and St. Paul's 

Episcopal in 1896. 

An offering will benefit the 

Emergency Fuel Assistance 

Fund of Brookfield Social 

Services. 

 

†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be 

held on Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 pm.  Please 

mark your calendars and plan to attend this beautiful 

Advent service which consists of Scripture readings about 

the birth of Jesus interspersed with the singing of 

traditional carols led by our choir.  What a truly 

wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for 

Christmas! 

 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our 

special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the following three 

Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 26, Dec 3, Dec 10 and Thursday, Dec 13.  

The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you like to sing Christmas 

music, and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing Christmas 

music.  No previous participation in the music ministry required!  It may be 

just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small group to join for Advent!  Please 

contact Kirsten Peterson for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on 
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his 
message for over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced judgment 
on the proud who sought to save themselves.  But through him God also 
comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a 
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the 
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 

This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and 
enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am.  For more 
info email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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Thanks you note 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, November 15th  
 

Francis Asbury and George Whitefield 
Evangelists, 1816, 1770 

 

T wo of the great figures to emerge from out of the religious fervor of colonial and 
post-revolutionary America, George Whitefield and Francis Asbury, shared a 

common tie to the Methodist movement of John Wesley. 
George Whitefield entered Pembroke College, Oxford as a 

servitor, one unable to pay tuition and who thus served higher ranked 
students in exchange for free tuition.  There he came under the 
influence of John and Charles Wesley and was a member of the 
“Holy Club.”  In 1736, he was ordained a deacon, and in 1738, he 
followed John Wesley to Savannah, Georgia.  He returned to 
England in 1739 to obtain priest’s orders to raise funds for his 
Bethesda orphanage in Georgia.  His preaching attracted a wide 
following in England, Wales, and Scotland.  Whitefield, who 
subscribed to the Calvinist position then prevalent in the Church of 
England, broke with the Wesleys, the latter being theologically 
drawn to Arminianism.  Whitefield formed and was president of the 
first Methodist conference, but left that position after a short time to 
focus on evangelistic efforts. 

Whitefield returned to America several times, and his preaching sparked the Great 
Awakening of 1740.  Whitefield preached to thousands throughout the colonies, riding from 

New York to Charleston on horseback. 
 Like Whitefield, Francis Asbury was also renowned for his 
preaching, and also like Whitefield, he rode many miles on 
horseback each year and preached throughout the colonies.  
Asbury was sent to America by John Wesley in 1771 and was the 
only Methodist minister to remain in America when the War for 
Independence broke out.  When the newly independent Methodist 
Episcopal Church was formed, he and Thomas Coke served as its 
first two bishops. 
 Like his mentor John Wesley, Asbury preached in 
courthouses, public houses, tobacco fields, or wherever a large 
crowd could be gathered to hear him. Among those he ordained 
was Richard Allen (March 26), the former slave and founder of 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  Check it out in person or watch 

the homily each week on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/1609623272472297/
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†  Accept His Invitation  
by Steve Hemming 

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 

rest for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 
   Matthew 11:28-30 

 

R ecently, the Lord has placed on my heart to share means by which we can draw 
closer to God; by getting to know him intimately, and by seeking Him with all our 

heart.  God also extends to each one of us an open invitation to come to Him.  I received and 
accepted my “invite” this past Saturday morning. 

I woke up with the words “Come to Me,” that Jesus spoke in 
Matthew 11:28-30 resonating in my mind.  It had been a difficult 
week overall for me, and I was worn out from all that had 
transpired.  I had full weekend planned, and my tank was running 
on empty.  I was physically and emotionally spent, and lacked 
the energy that I needed and desired for my trip to western 
Connecticut (CT) to visit with friends from my former church 
there, St. Paul’s Parish. 

Recognizing my desperation, I got on my knees and uttered 
these simple, yet heartfelt words, “Jesus, I come to You.”  I knew 
there was no other way I could find the comfort and rest that I 
sorely needed.  It could not be found in any person, place, or 
thing.  The restoration that I needed could only come from Jesus.  
Standing on Hebrews 4:16, I boldly came to the throne of grace, 
to obtain mercy and find God’s grace in my time of need. 

We can trust the Lord and pour out our hearts to Him, for He is our refuge (Psalm 62:8), 
and strength, a very present help in time of need (Psalm 46:1).  Indeed, He is the strength of 
our heart and our portion forever (Psalm 73:26). 

We are encouraged in God’s word to cast our cares upon Him, for He cares for us (1 
Peter 5:7).  And when we give Him our burdens, He will sustain us.  He will never let the 
righteous to be shaken (Psalm 55:22). 

After I approached the Lord with my concerns, I could sense His rest come upon me, as I 
felt re-energized, physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  And He also gave me a more 
upbeat and positive outlook as I trusted Him to equip me and direct my steps as I headed to 
CT. 

From the moment I arrived in CT Saturday afternoon until when I left the next day to 
return to Worcester, I was engaged pretty much nonstop in a variety of activities with 
friends; visiting, celebrating, and chatting late into the evening on Saturday, and then was up 
early Sunday morning to pray, worship and fellowship with additional friends at St. Paul’s.  
Throughout my time in CT, I felt refreshed, relaxed, and at peace.  It was evident that the 
Lord had given me the rest that I had sorely needed. 

In church at St. Paul’s Sunday morning, the Reverend Joseph Shepley, inspired by Holy 
Spirit, went off script before starting his sermon, and quoted Matthew 11:28, as he discerned 
that many of his parishioners and guests were feeling wearied from life’s challenges.  Pastor 
Joe’s words served as added confirmation that the Lord desires to give us the restoration that 
we truly need, and can only receive from Him. 

Are you weary?  Are you carrying some heavy burdens?  If so, Jesus is inviting you to 
come to Him and receive rest for 
your soul.  Will you accept His 
invitation? 
 

“But everyone My Father 
has given to Me, they will 
come.  And all who come to 
me, I will embrace and will 
never turn them away.” 

  John 6:37 
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 October 9th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:33 pm.  George Stowell led 
a Bible study on the coming of Christ, 
Genesis 48:8-12, on God’s sword of 
judgement, Ezekiel 21. on the lion of the 
tribe of Judah reigning in our hearts, 
Revelation 5 & 9 and that we are a new 
creation in Christ, 2 Corinthians.  We have 
within us the kingdom of God - share it! 
Joan Boehm gave her testimony.  She was 
raised in the church and fell away after she 
divorced.  After 9/11 she knew she needed 
the presence of God.  Ten years ago she 
came to a funeral at St. Paul’s and felt loved, 
she knew she was home.  Joan wanted more 
involvement and joined the Chaplaincy 
program to take Christ into nursing homes, 
visiting one on one.  One person, Mary, was 
difficult.  Joan began reading a mystery to 
her and Mary shouted to her to get out. Joan 
went back and read prayers to Mary and that 
worked well.  Joan stopped visiting to take 
care of her husband and wanted 
encouragement to go back to visiting.  One 
day she got a call from the nursing home, 
one of the people she had been visiting 
wanted to know if she was OK, she went 
back with her prayer book.  Joan was asked 

to be a Sunday School teacher she started 
with older kids, then moved to Pre-K and 
worried about teaching them.  It has become 
her greatest joy as she learns along with 
them.  The September minutes were 
approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: September was a 
good month, income exceeded expenses. 
 

Committee Reports:  
Mary Perry reported for 
the Wellness Ministry: 
Mary has been certified to 
teach Praise Kicks and is 
looking forward to teaching it at St. Paul’s.  
She will teach Praise Kicks on Saturday 
morning or possibly daytime during the 
week.  Larry Creagh reported that all is well 
with the Mission Committee.  He expressed 
praise for Don Winkley’s leadership of this 
committee.  Written reports was submitted:  
Mary Beth Durkin for the Memorial Garden. 
 

Rector’s Report:  Fr. Joe asked the Vestry 
to approve Justin Doty as a postulant and 
Tara Shepley as candidate for ordination.  
The Vestry approved and signed applications 
to the Diocese for both of them.  Fr. Joe and 
our delegates will be attending the Diocesan 
Convention on October 26 and 27.  Mary 
Beth Durkin has agreed to be the Welcoming 
contact for St. Paul’s, a great help to Fr. Joe.  
The Wednesday Service is growing and has 
more music.  The Wednesday sermon is 
getting 200 to 400 views on Facebook, join 
in when you can. 
 

Old Business: St. Paul’s is co-sponsoring a 
Storytelling Program in at 
Trinity, Newtown on October 
13th.  There was a discussion 
on upgrading our church 
lighting. 
 

New Business: October is 
clergy appreciation month, the Vestry gave 
our wonderful shepherd, Fr. Joe, a rousing 
round of applause and a heartfelt thank you 
for the blessing he is to St. Paul’s. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:05 pm by David Williams. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

T he well-known (at least in the Episcopal 

Church) Collect offers in part a plea for 

understanding of the Scriptures - “grant that we 

may read, mark, learn and inwardly digest…”  

Part of life as a disciple and steward is taking 

intentional time for prayer and the study of those 

Scriptures.  Have you made that part of your 

daily routine? 
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†  Ladies Evening Bible Study 
 

P lease join us for Ladies Evening Bible Study for 
Advent, beginning Tuesday, November 27th as 

we study, Because of Bethlehem. In this four week 
DVD series, New York Times best-selling author Max 
Lucado explores how the One who made everything 
chose to make himself nothing and come into our 
world. Jesus’ birth gives us the promise that God is 
always near us, always for us and always within us-and 
that we no longer need to have marks on our record. 

Please contact Kathy Whipple or Dori McManus if 
you have any questions.  

To order your workbook you can click on the attached link. 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Caravaggio's Paintings, Turned Flesh and Blood 
2018 

Video: Simone Calcagni  
 

S 
omething different this week. 
Several of the works of Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio come to life in this 
video. 

Caravaggio is particularly renowned for his use of chiaroscuro, a technique that uses 
light and dark to achieve a 3-D effect.  Caravaggio broke away from the tradition of 
symmetrical figures and detailed backgrounds.  His figures do retain a traditional 
monumentality. His later work is less plastic. 

In 1595 Caravaggio's talent catches the eye of cardinal Francesco Del Monte, who 
subsequently becomes his first patron.  Caravaggio's three paintings on the life of St 
Matthew cause a sensation: never before has a saint, let alone an apostle, been shown like 
this.  After this succès fou, Caravaggio takes all his subjects from the New Testament. 

Caravaggio's influence is widespread: outside Italy he inspires painters as diverse as 
Georges de La Tour and members of the Utrecht School, e.g. Gerrit van Honthorst – artists 
who in their turn are later to influence Rembrandt. 

Bible Study Time & Dates: 
 
Tuesdays starting Nov 27th 
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
 
November 27th 
December 4th 
December 11th 
December 18th 

https://www.christianbook.com/because-of-bethlehem-study-guide/max-lucado/9780310687054/pd/687050?item_code=WW&event=CART
https://www.artbible.info/art/glossary.html#chiaroscuro
https://www.artbible.info/art/work/georges-de-la-tour
https://www.artbible.info/art/work/gerard-gerrit-van-honthorst
https://www.artbible.info/art/work/rembrandt-harmensz-van-rijn
https://www.facebook.com/gerson.ferracini/videos/2441823669177927/UzpfSTE0NTgzNDI0MDU4NjoxMDE2MDk0MTc1OTQ3NTU4Nw/
https://www.facebook.com/gerson.ferracini/videos/2441823669177927/UzpfSTE0NTgzNDI0MDU4NjoxMDE2MDk0MTc1OTQ3NTU4Nw/
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†   The End  
 

1 Samuel. 1:4-20 • Psalm 16 • Hebrews 10:11-25 • Mark 13:1-8 

 

T 
here is, in passages here and there, a great rattling noise in Scripture, trembling 
and fear, foreboding predictions of the end of all things and the judgment of the 
world.  Such a time is at hand.  There is a time for every purpose under heaven, a 

time to be born and a time to die.  Do we consider the frailty of human life and human 
history as we ought?  Do we contemplate our end?  Are we waiting and watching?  A 
religion that does not speak of death, that does not face it and name it, leads astray. 

“There shall be a time of anguish,” says the prophet, “such as has never occurred since 
nations first came into existence.  But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone 
who is found written in the book.  Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 

awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt” (Dan. 12:1-2).  Scripture 
encourages, it strengthens, and it teaches, but it also warns.  
“Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of 
mankind; and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and unto 
earth shall we return” (1979 BCP, Burial I, p. 482). 
 Material life and material things, however precious, 
fail eventually.  “As he came out of the temple, one of his 
disciples said to him, ‘Look, Teacher, what large stones 
and what large buildings!’  Then Jesus asked him, ‘Do you 
see these great buildings?  Not one stone will be left here 
upon another; all will be thrown down’” (Mark 13:1-2).  
Jesus speaks of wars and rumors of wars and earthquakes 
in various places.  The shaking of the foundations he calls 
“the beginning of the birth pangs.”  This bracing 
announcement Scripture regards, though we may not 
initially, as Good News.  It startles us to hear the most 
obvious thing, the mutability and frailty of life, a mortal 
end in dust and ashes.  Indeed, we tell ourselves that we 
have forever, years and years, time to waste and squander.  
And so, as often happens, life is lived without attention, 
without awareness, and without purpose. 
 If the mortal end of human life is held in view, God’s 
eternity, immutability, everlasting essence, and attributes 
break through the fog of common human lethargy.  
Sometimes crisis gives clarity.  “Protect me, O God, for in 
you I take refuge. I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; I 
have no good apart from you’” (Ps. 16:1-2).  There is no 
good, no refuge, no hope apart from God, because he alone 

is from everlasting to everlasting.  Almighty God is the source of all things, the continuing 
strength in all things, the guiding hand in all things, and the promise of everlasting life to 
everyone whose name is written in the book. You, O God, hold my lot (Ps. 16:5). 

God has set boundary lines to human existence, limits in which we may live and move 
and have our being.  And yet within the limits of human life, God has offered a goodly 
heritage, and good counsel; God instructs the heart and is ever near.  God gives gladness and 
joy and secure rest to small human lives because he has deigned to enter our lives in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  “I am with you always,” Jesus says, “even to the close of the age.” 

Our mortal lives exhaust themselves.  We can face this truth because God is our 
everlasting hope and peace and rest.  Face your end by facing God. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Mark 13:1-8. 

 

Think About It 
This may be read as a sad description of many parish churches.  Churches die and close. 
Take refuge in God alone. 

-from The Living Church, 2018 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#gsp1
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Nov 18th  8 & 10:30 am  - Ministry Sunday 
Nov 25th  8 am - Chris MacMillan   10:30 am - Barbieri’s 
Nov 11th  8 am - Ann & Dave Allen 10:30 am - Sandy Chadwick 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

 

†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items you 
would enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make up 

three baskets for the same families who will be receiving 
the gifts from our Christmas Giving Tree.  We will 
need three family-sized turkeys to be donated.  
While you shop, if you could please choose any 
items from the following list: 

Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or Dinner 
Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, Fresh or 
Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, Sweet Potatoes, 
Onions, Celery, Carrots, Fresh or Canned Fruit, Cake 
Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper Products/
Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts. 

All food donations are due by Sunday, November 
18th.  Once the food donations have 
come in, we will need volunteers to 
divide the food into the baskets for the 
families.  Please speak with Barbara 
DeAnzeris, 203-775-3722. 

†  Greeters Meeting 

There will be an important meeting of all 

ushers / greeters between the services on Sunday, 

November 18th at 9:30 am.  We will review 

procedures with a special emphasis on safety 

and emergencies.  If you are interested in this 

ministry, please join us at this time 

We are forming a Safety Committee to make 

sure that as a parish we are prepared for all 

types of emergencies are our response to them.  

Contact David Szen to get involved. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com


12  

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, 
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

What was Hannah praying for at the temple, when Eli thought she was drunk? 

1 Samuel 1:9-14 NIV   

†  Transforming Saints of God 

Thursday, November 15  

Albert the Great 
Dominican friar and bishop, 1280 

 

A lbertus Magnus was born in Swabia (in Germany) in 1206.  He studied at the 
University of Padua, and then, against his family's wishes, joined the newly 

founded Order of Preachers (Dominicans).  He became a famous teacher, with headquarters 
at Cologne from 1248 on.  His pupils included Thomas Aquinas. 
 His writings are considerable both in bulk and in scope.  
They are concerned not only with biblical and theological 
studies, but also with logic, metaphysics, ethics, physics, 
astronomy, chemistry, biology, human and animal physiology, 
geography, geology, and botany.  He says that in some areas, 
such as questions about the nature of God, men cannot draw 
sound conclusions by themselves because they lack the 
necessary data.  But he is an enthusiastic supporter of the 
autonomy of human reason, working on empirical data, in areas 
of knowledge where those data are relevant.  Given an 
longstanding belief in his day that eagles incubate only one egg 
and rear only one offspring per season, he had himself lowered 
over a cliff edge and down to an eagle's nest, so that he might 
check for himself. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Samuel+1:9-14&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 

volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 

DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for donations 

of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their 

food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the 

children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is 

accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are 

also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin marked 

Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

J oin Bishops Ian T. Douglas and 

Laura J. Ahrens and Qumri 

Pilgrimages for a pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land, June 9 - 19, 2019.  Visit 

Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 

Jericho, Sea of Galilee, Emmaus, 

and more.  There is an optional 3-

day extension to Jordan and Petra 

available. More information and 

registration form available here or 

contact David Szen.  

 

ECCT Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Our Bishops 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
https://www.episcopalct.org/holyland2019/
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

 

The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild 

Room.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
 

 

 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

B ob Picheco is a year old and wiser today.  Pamela 

Altemus celebrates Saturday!  Bake a cake for Ryan 

Sampson on Sunday.  Tuesday is the big day for Peter Maier.  

Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 
 

“And then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds with 

great power and glory.”          (Mark 13:26) 
 

 

W e will all have that day when we are standing before God and 

our life is played out like a movie.  When this happens and God 

asks each of us, “What have you done with the gifts that I have given 

you?”  How will you respond? 

Contact Pam Szen for 

more info. 
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 
good about their presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 
Szen 

 

†  Come Saturday 

Morning 
 

E ach Saturday 

morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 

meets at Theo’s Downtown 

Diner in New Milford.  Join 

friends and lively 

theological discussion.  All 

are welcome. 

†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change 
remember homeless people are on their feet all 

day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely 
to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting 
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter 
throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the 
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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Who was the son born to Hannah who she dedicated to the LORD? 

1 Samuel 1:20 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Samuel+1:20&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A New Creation 
 

 1 Samuel 1:4-20 

I n this Hebrew Bible reading we hear the story of the birth of the prophet Samuel, on 
whom the guidance and direction of Israel waits.  In distress because of 

her barrenness, Hannah makes fervent intercession before the Lord, pleading 
for a male child and promising that should her hope be granted, the child will 
be set aside for the Lord’s service.  The priest Eli at first thinks Hannah is 
drunk, but when he perceives her faithfulness, prophesies that the Lord will 
fulfill her petition.  Against all expectations Hannah becomes pregnant and 
delivers Samuel, who will become a nazarite, a prophet and a great judge over 
Israel. 

 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
The song of Hannah portrays the mother of the prophet Samuel rejoicing 

in the Lord’s provision. 
 Hebrews 10:11-25 
In this New Testament lesson we learn what Christ’s sacrifice, supplanting 

those of the early offerings of the people, is the effective provision for all time 
and all people, and he has become a new and living way offering access to 
God, who may now be freely approached.  The Holy Spirit confirms with all 
disciples that what was promised by the prophets has now been fulfilled; 
God’s eternal law is now inscribed on human hearts and minds.  Believers 
who have been washed in baptism must continue in the faithful way, encouraging each other 
to love, good deeds, and frequent assembly. 

 Mark 13:1-8 
In our gospel lesson Jesus predicts the destruction of the temple, and tells of what is to 

come.  One of the disciples expressed awe at the grandeur of the temple built by Herod.  
Then, while viewing the temple complex from the Mount of Olives, four of the disciples 
privately inquire as to when Jesus’ prophecy might come to pass.  Jesus responds that wars and 
imposters, 
political 
upheaval and 
natural 
disaster will 
come, buy 
they are but 
birth pangs of 
the end. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

I s Fr. Joe allowed to say this?  This is not what you 

would expect for a stewardship sermon!  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this link for the 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Mark 13:1-8 

Whatever system of government 

may currently be in power, God's 

Royal Proclamation comes as a 

Word that evokes an accounting 

from - and possibly a confrontation 

with - earthly rulers.  And as Jesus 

simply observes: don't be led 

astray, earthly rulers never accept 

accounting kindly.  There will be 

resistance.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp28_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use 

your present method of giving.  The system is simple 

using the following steps below. 

 Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page. 

Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your 

unique on line profile. 

After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your 

contribution. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  New Door Access 
 

H ello St. Paul’s family!  As many of you have likely noticed, we have a new keypad 
at the back (glass) door to the church.  This was installed over the summer as part 

of a new plan to help secure the building.  We want our church building to be a welcoming 
haven for members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and 
well-being of all who enter our building. 
 In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking 
everyone to enter through the back door for all church business.  This will 
not apply during regular Sunday and Wednesday services where all doors 
will be open to allow for easy access.  All other church business, 
committee meetings or ministry events throughout the rest of the week 
will need to enter the building using the back door. 
 All staff, vestry, and ministry leaders will be given access codes for 
the back door.  If you are included in that group or are a member that 
requires access to the building outside of scheduled service times, please 
email Patrick at oconnorspatrick@gmail.com to receive an access code. 
 At some point, the locks on all exterior doors will be changed out 
and any existing door keys will no longer work.  If you will need 
building access moving forward, please contact Patrick. 
 If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to Patrick or a member of the vestry. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:oconnorspatrick@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine 
Estok and other parishioners convalescing in 
extended care facilities. 
.....St. Paul’s, Windham; Grace Church, 
Windsor; St. James’, Winsted; All Saints’, 
Wolcott. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Ministries with older adults; The Girl’s 
Friendly Society, the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew, and the Daughters of the King. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose 
Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan; the people of Oman; Diocese of 
Karimnagar - (South India) The Rt Revd Reuben Mark; and our sister and brother members 
of the Methodist Church of Great Britain. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive Thanksgiving Dinner from  
basket collections during the month of November. 
.....Media Associates, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Oppressed. 
.....That we are generous with all our gifts, especially those that mean the most to us. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Pip: A short 
Animated Film 

 
Dog’s heroics will 

make you cry!  “Pip” 
animated short film -- 
A heartwarming tale 

for underdogs 
everywhere, Pip is the 
story of a small dog 
with a big dream - to 
become a guide dog.  

Does she have what it 
takes?  

http://stpaulswindham.org/
http://gracechurchonthegreen.org/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/st-james-episcopal-church-winsted-ct
https://www.allsaintswolcott.org/default.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oman
https://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-india&dio=karimnagar&pos=bishop-of-karimnagar&posID=19736
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Church_of_Great_Britain
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
https://www.mediassociates.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/36.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07d2dXHYb94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07d2dXHYb94
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†  It Takes An Editorial Board 

Contributors to this Weeks 
Sword Points: 

 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, 
Nicole O’Connors, 
Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 
 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know … that only eleven 
goaltenders have scored a goal in a National 
Hockey League game?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_goaltenders_who_have_scored_a_goal_in_an_NHL_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Hockey_League
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Hockey_League

