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† Maranatha
Even so, come Lord Jesus. REVELATION 22:20
Dear Friends,

L

ast Sunday's sermon concluded with the above scripture
preceded by an ancient Aramaic (the language of Jesus) word,
"Maranatha," meaning "come Lord." This word occurs only once in the
New Testament (1 Corinthians 16:22), and then once later in the 1st
century manuscript known as the Didache ("The Teaching of the
Apostles").
Throughout the world over time, Christians have voiced this
proclamation in prayer, song and private devotion. The word became a
well-known ancient Christian prayer due to its focus on Christ's return,
as well as the harmonic quality of the four equally stressed syllables: MARA-NA-THA.
"Marantha" can be translated "Christ has come," as well as with a
future anticipation of Christ's return. As we proclaim the mystery of
faith in our liturgy, we hold this balance of the already/not yet as we say
together: Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again. As
Advent people, we say even so, "Come Lord Jesus"!

† Preparing the Way
by John Tuthill

"...a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins...’

I

- Luke 3:3

never realized it until just now - but John the Baptist was doing it "wrong."
Baptism at that time was usually something non-Jewish persons would go through if
they wished to become ritually clean enough to be allowed to pray and to worship
outside and as near as non-Jews would be permitted to Jerusalem's Temple walls. But in the
gospel account coming up in this second Sunday in Advent (Luke 3:1-6) many in the
crowds (if not most) coming out into the wilderness to be baptized were already Jews. So,
suddenly it seems that was not only Gentiles needing to be cleaned but all people regardless
of being Jewish - or not! Could the equal need of all people (rich/poor, educated/
uneducated, Jew/Gentile, etc.) be what is meant by what John cries out in verse 5? "Every
valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall
be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth..." This might not be a worldly
socialistic war-cry or any modern-type of egalitarian notion at all, but instead to clearly
teach the need of "all flesh" to see the salvation offered by God (v. 5).
It can be quite shocking to
imagine John the Baptist given a
chance to talk with church-shopping
visitors in our day. What would his
opening greeting be? "You snakes!
Who warned you to show up at
church so that you could escape
God's judgement? The ax is already
at the root of your tree - ready to cut
you down!" (v. 7-10). This may not
-quite qualify as the "seeker
sensitive" approach. Church growth
marketing campaign materials do
not feature a John the Baptist style
or approach. Yet, Jesus Himself
certainly approved John's message
(Matthew 11:11) and the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit all endorsed
John baptizing (Matthew 3:16-17).
The message is never complete
unless both are being preached
together: repentance and the gospel
of forgiveness. In Advent, there is
waiting and watching to recall both
of these truths: that Christ came into
the world "for us and for our
salvation" and that "He will come
again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and His kingdom will
have no end."
Thanks be to God!
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† Lessons and Carols: Save the Date!

O

ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on
Sunday, December 16 at 5:00 pm. Please mark your
calendars and plan to attend this beautiful Advent service which
consists of Scripture readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed
with the singing of traditional carols led by our choir. What a truly
wonderful way to prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas!
Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join our special
choir for this service. Remaining rehearsals are on Monday Dec 10 and
Thursday, Dec 13 from 7-9 pm. The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) you
like to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around people who like to sing
Christmas music. No previous participation in the music ministry required! It
may be just the thing if you’ve been looking for a small group to join for Advent!
Please contact Kirsten Peterson for more details and to sign up:
kirpeterson@comcast.net

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Dec 6

Sat, Dec 8

Sun, Dec 9

Mon, Dec 10
Tue, Dec 11

Wed, Dec 12

Thu, Dec 13
Sat, Dec 15

Sun, Dec 16

- 6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
- 7:00 pm
7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
- 10:00 am
7:00 pm
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am

-

Safety Committee, Classroom
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

-

Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (Livestream)
Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (Livestream)
Tuesday Women’s AM Bible Study, Guild Room
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Ladies Evening Bible Study, Guild Room
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook)
Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

-

12:00 pm
5:00 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Contemporary Holy Communion /
Christmas Pageant (Livestream)
Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall
Festival of Lessons & Carols

Second Sunday of Advent

Second Sunday of Advent
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 29th

St. Nicholas

Bishop of Myra, c. 342

T

he story of St. Nicholas offers a possible way of
dealing with the "Santa Claus" problem, to parents
who do not want to lie to their children, even in fun, but do
not want to say simply: "Bah, humbug! There is no such
thing as Santa. Forget about him."
Nicholas was a native of the western part of what is now
Asiatic Turkey. He became Bishop of Myra in the fourth
century, and there are many stories of his love for God and
for his neighbor.
The best-known story involves a man with three
unmarried daughters, and not enough money to provide
them with suitable dowries. This meant that they could not
marry, and were likely to end up as prostitutes. Nicholas
walked by the man's house
on three successive nights,
and each time threw a bag of
gold in through a window
(or, when the story came to
be told in colder climates,
down the chimney). Thus,
the daughters were saved
from a life of shame, and all
got married and lived
happily ever after.
Because of this and
similar stories, Nicholas
became a symbol of anonymous gift-giving. Hence, if we
give a gift to someone today without saying whom it is from,
it can be called "a present from Saint Nicholas (or Santa
Claus)." Some parents explain this to their children and
invite the child to join them in wrapping a toy (either
something purchased for that purpose, at least partly with the
child's allowance, or else a toy that the child has outgrown
but that is still serviceable) or an outgrown item of the child's
clothing, or a package of food, and then going along to donate it to a suitable shelter that
will give it to someone who will welcome it. This gift is then called "a present from Santa,"
so that the child understands that this is another name for an anonymous gift given to
someone whom we do not know, but whom we love anyway because God does. Presents
within the family can be "From Santa" or "From Santa and..."
Pictures of Nicholas often show three bags of gold next to him, and often these bags
have become simply three disks or balls. Nicholas became the patron of an Italian city (I
think Bari, which is where his body is now buried) that was a center of the pawnbroking
business, and hence a pawnbroking shop traditionally advertises by displaying three gold
balls over its front. It is thought that some persons looking at pictures of Nicholas confused
the three round objects with human heads. Hence there is a story of a wicked innkeeper
who murdered three boys and salted their bodies to serve to his guests, to save on the
butcher's bill. Nicholas visited the inn and confronted the innkeeper, who confessed his
crime, whereupon Nicholas prayed over the brine-tub and the three boys leaped out
unharmed. Other stories have him saving the lives of three innocent men who had been
condemned to death. Still other stories have him coming to the rescue of drowning sailors.
(Continued on page 5)
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 9th 8 am - Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am - Jack Collins
Dec 16th
Christmas Pageant and Brunch
Dec 23rd 8 am - Mary Beth Durkin
10:30 am - Laurie DoBosh
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study is still packing them in weekly on
Monday nights; averaging more than 20 men weekly! This time
they’re dissecting the Letter of Paul to the Colossians. Join them each
Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall. All the studies are available live
on Livestream and archived on YouTube.
(Continued from page 4)

St. Nicholas

Nicholas has always been popular with children, mariners, pawnbrokers, the Dutch, the
Russians, and recently, the department-store owners.
In many countries, Nicholas visits children on his feast day, December 6th, and brings
them gifts then. In these countries, there is usually no exchange of Christmas presents, but
there may be gifts again on January 6th, the feast of the coming of the Wise Men, who
brought gifts to the Holy Child of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. In America, it may be
thought necessary to yield to outside pressure and let Nicholas distribute gifts on December
25th.
If you want to show your children (or yourself) how Nicholas is remembered by Christians
with a background different from your own, you might want to attend an East Orthodox
service at this time. Many Eastern Orthodox congregations have services on the evening
before December 6th that feature "visits from Saint Nicholas." He appears as a bishop, with
no red suit. The faithful leave their shoes outside the church door, and find in them afterwards
gold coins (actually chocolate wrapped in gold foil) representing the gold dowries of the three
daughters.
We are told, but it is uncertain, that Nicholas was imprisoned for his faith before the
accession of Constantine, and that he was present at the Council of Nicea in 325. We may
note in passing that the picture of him as roly-poly is a late development. Early stories
indicate that he was generous to others, but not given to self-indulgence. Indeed, even as an
unweaned infant, he fasted regularly on Wednesdays and Fridays.
written by James Kiefer
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Christmas Calendar
Sun, Dec. 9
Mon, Dec. 10
Thu, Dec. 13
Sun, Dec. 16

-

Second Sunday of Advent
12:00 pm 7:00 pm 7:00 pm -

Third Sunday of Advent
10:30 am 12:00 pm 5:00 pm -

Mon, Dec. 24 -

-

Christmas Pageant
Advent Brunch
Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve
5:00 pm 9:00 pm -

Tue, Dec. 25

Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
Lessons & Carols Rehearsal
Lessons & Carols Rehearsal

Family Service
Traditional Service

Christmas Day
10:30 am -

Holy Communion Service

Watch next
week for the
complete listing of
our 12 Days of
Christmas events!
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† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his
message for over 40 years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment
on the proud who sought to save themselves. But through him God also
comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and
enlightenment. Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am. For more
info email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.
7

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone
wishing to remember loved ones and friends this Christmas
season by placing a beautiful poinsettia plant in the
church in their memory. All names will be listed in the
Christmas Eve bulletin. Memorials are due by Sunday,
December 16th. If you have any questions, please contact
Gail Winkley, 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.

† Push Button Evangelism
Hey, are you constantly posting, tweeting and hashtagging?
If you love social media, we need your help! Help promote St. Paul’s
by helping us share information, news, sermons, pictures and events.
What is a Social Media Ambassador?
Social Media Ambassadors share St. Paul’s social media content and post to our pages
on a regular basis:
Like our posts, respond to threads, favorite or retweet.
Post your own original content related to St. Paul’s and mention or tag us.
Share our Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube social media posts on a regular
basis.
By sharing information you think is relevant to your social networks, you help us share
our news while becoming a valuable source of information and it’s a great, non-threatening
way to introduce your families and friends to St. Paul’s.
To become a social media ambassador, send us a message through one of our social
media channels, email StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com, or call 917-262-9136.
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† Call from John the Baptist to Repent
Renier, de Huy,
1107-1118

T

he baptismal font
at St
Bartholomew's Church in
Liège, Belgium is a
Romanesque brass or
bronze baptismal font
made between 1107 and
1118. The font is a major
masterpiece of Mosan art,
remarkable for the
classicism of its style.
The font was traditionally
attributed to Renier de
Huy, a 12th-century
metalworker and sculptor.
Five scenes are featured
on the font, including the
baptism of Christ and St. Peter baptizing Cornelius the Centurion.

† The Christmas Pageant is Dec. 16th

P

lease join us for St. Paul’s Annual Christmas Pageant!
On Sunday, December 16th, the children will be presenting
their annual Christmas pageant during the 10:30am service.
Children in second grade and below can simply show up that day,
around 10am, to pick out a costume and follow along. Older
students that have a specific part are asked to join us this coming
Sunday, December 9th for a brief rehearsal immediately following
the 10:30 service.
We will also be hosting an Advent brunch following the pageant
on the 16th. All are invited to attend and celebrate the birth of our
Savior. Please see Nicole O’Connors or email her at nmoconnors@gmail.com if you are
able to help with costumes, bringing food or setting out food that day.

† Ladies Evening Bible Study

P

lease join us for Ladies Evening Bible Study
Remaining Bible Study
during Advent as we study, “Because of
Bethlehem.” In this DVD series, New York Times best Time & Dates:
-selling author Max Lucado explores how the One who
Tuesdays starting
made everything chose to make himself nothing and
7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
come into our world. Jesus’ birth gives us the promise
that God is always near us, always for us and always
December 11th
within us-and that we no longer need to have marks on
December 18th
our record.
Please contact Kathy Whipple or Dori McManus if
you have any questions.
To order your workbook you can click on the attached link.
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† Preparation
Baruch 5:1-9 • Canticle 4 • Philippians 1:3-11 • Luke 3:1-6

A

ustin Farrer once said in a homily, “The Holy Eucharist is not a special part of
our religion; it simply is our religion sacramentally enacted” (Essential Sermons).
Again and again, it is critical that the whole gospel be told and enacted in ways
memorable and brief.
This is the entire story of Advent Preparation, the season of waiting for the coming of
the Christ Child, the coming of Christ in the age of the Spirit, and, most important, the
coming of Christ at the end of time. He will come like a refining fire and like fuller’s soap.
He will purge and rescue. He will come to those who stand and look and wait. For those
who are prepared, he will brings joy and light, fragrant beauty, robes of righteousness, a
diadem of glory, and everlasting life (Bar. 5:1-9; Mal. 3:1-4). How are we to wait and how
are we to prepare?
Lesson One: Repentance. In the great canticle known as the Benedictus, Zachariah sets
forth the mission of his son, John the Baptist, in preparing for the arrival of Jesus. John will,
he says, proclaim “the knowledge of
salvation to his people by the forgiveness of
their sins” (Luke 1:77). The summons to
repentance is an essential part of all
Christian living. Every moment of every
day is a decision in which the heart, mind,
soul, and flesh move closer to their proper
end in God or recede into a world of selfobsession and narrow greed. The battle is
often lost, and so we repent again and again.
Turning to God, we turn to our only help
and our only salvation. What have we done
that we ought not to have done? What have
we not done that we ought to have done?
When did our speech not help or even cause
harm? When was our silence cowardly and
complicit with evil? When did we nurse
grudges and plan revenge? The invocation
to confess our sins is one of the most
liberating things we can hear if we believe in the loving kindness of God.
Lesson Two: Enlightenment. Jesus will come to save those who are in darkness and
who sit in the shadow of death. Forgiveness is not enough. He is the light that enlightens
everyone coming into the world. “He has deigned,” says Columbanus, an ancient Celtic
Abbot, “so to excite from the inertia of sleep, so to ignite with the fire of love that the flame
of his love and the desire of his great affection exceed the brilliance of the stars, and divine
love always burns within” (Instructionibus: De compunctione 12, 2-3). This is not merely
personal enlightenment. “O God, grant me, in the name of Jesus Christ your son and my
God, that love which knows not how to fall, that my lamp may be ignited and never be
extinguished; may it burn in me a sinner and shine forth to others.”
Lesson Three: Direction. We prepare ourselves for the One who will “guide our feet
into the way of peace” (Luke 1:71). Jesus is our present peace and the peace we make in
every effort to construct a more humane and decent life, both at home and in public witness.
As our present peace, we rest in him. As the peace for which we work, Jesus awakens us to
see the truth and casts a light upon our path. He gives us, according to our ability and the
measure of his grace, good works to walk in.
Look It Up
Read Philippians 1:6.
Think About It
Until that day: repentance, enlightenment, and direction.
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-from The Living Church, 2018

A

† The Stable and the Empire

t this time of year I find myself gazing (metaphorically) in awe the stable.
I’ll admit, it can be a bit of a challenge to generate enthusiasm for the
Christmas season in my dotage. The carols have been sung and decorations put
up a few too many times, perhaps.
But it is never hard to feel awe and wonder at the resistance seen in the stable, whether
it was a humble lean-to or a cave.
We hear a lot these days about “empire,”
and there was never an emperor like Caesar
Augustus. At the same time an unknown
child was being born in Bethlehem, he was
rebuilding Rome with marble, as he boasted.
And how exactly was he doing that? No
doubt with slave labor and funds generated
from his various brutal imperial adventures.
Think of him sitting in state in his marble
palace, striving to seem august, and then
think of the stable. No, seriously - think of it.
Try to visualize them together. In real life.
Mind-boggling, isn’t it?
The stable is so utterly unlike the
imperial palace. It is dark. It smells
like manure. It contains no
amenities. No one even notices it.
But it has the sweet, sweet scent of
love.
Caesar called himself a god and
surrounded himself with marble.
Meanwhile the actual son of God
allowed himself to be born with the
animals and swaddled in a manger.
It seems his kingdom was not of
this world.
-Jay Trott
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† Salvation Army Kettles Are Coming December 9th

S

t. Paul’s Parish has
been an ardent
participant with the
Salvation Army for over 25
years. Through our town
wide efforts, every church,
for one weekend, hosts a
“Kettle & Bell” to collect
donations for the Army. The Social Services Department in our Town, vets
those who have “critical and urgent needs” that cannot be met through their
regular funding. All funds administered are clearly identified as coming
from the Christian Salvation Army.

J

ohn the Baptist calls
on the people of his
day to prepare themselves.
He calls for a change of
heart that
will help
them be
better
prepared to
“see the
salvation
of God.”
Do we also
need to
change our
hearts?

† Quilt Raffle

W

12

e are raffling this quilt made by the St. Paul’s Quilters. Tickets will be available
after the 8:00 o’clock service in Crocker Hall each Sunday until December 23rd
when the ticket will be
drawn between services.
The quilt is called a tulip
quilt and it is 78 inches
wide by 89 inches long. It
will fit a double bed
Tickets are $5 each or 5
tickets for $20. Proceeds
will go to Father Joe’s
Discretionary Fund.

T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for donations
of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients to put their
food in. We are also looking for coloring books and crayons for the
children who come with their parents to the pantry (gently used is
accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are
also needed. Please place donations in Crocker Hall bin marked
ECCT Pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Our Bishops

J

oin Bishops Ian T. Douglas and
Laura J. Ahrens and Qumri
Pilgrimages for a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land, June 9 - 19, 2019. Visit
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth,
Jericho, Sea of Galilee, Emmaus, and
more. There is an optional 3-day
extension to Jordan and Petra
available. More information and
registration form available here or
contact David Szen.
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners,
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

† Our Daily Bread

T

he “Our Daily Bread”
booklets for
December, January &
February are now
available at the back of
the church. Our Daily
Bread contains a
scripture verse and
meditation for each day.

We are forming a Safety Committee to make sure that as a parish we are prepared for all
types of emergencies are our response to them. Our first meeting will be held tonight,
Thursday, December 6th at 6:30 pm in the Guild Room. All are welcome. Contact David
Szen to get involved. Hard hats are not required.
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Wake me up, O Lord, that I may be alert and aware of your presence, this Advent.
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the
Promised Land Part I.”
People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the
Promised Land.
The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild
Room. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in
Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from
the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend. Check your
closets for those unused coats. And “Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to
St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.

† Happy Birthday to You!

J

anet Franklin & Tara Shepley celebrate Saturday! Sunday is the big day for Brandon
Smalls. Bake a cake for Joe Bernardo on Monday. Giustino Capodilupo & Lori
O’Hara will be expecting your card on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Transforming Stewardship
“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase
ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to
discern what is of value….” Philippians 1:9-10
Glittery holiday ads can blind us to our stewardship
values and distort our needs and wants. It is important that
during this season of endless buying we remember that each of
us also has the need to give back to God and to those that are in
need.

W

e do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they believe, by telling
them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is
so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.~ Madeleine L'Engle
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† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all
day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely
to be threadbare. Once again, this year we are collecting
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter
throughout the winter months. Place donations in the
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out.
Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel
good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David
Szen

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.
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† Christmas Giving Tree

A

nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from Brookfield who are financially
struggling. Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with gift tags
attached listing items requested by the families. If you would
like to bring some extra joy to the families, please take a tag
or two from the tree.
The unwrapped (a change from past years) gifts are
due back to church by Sunday, December 9th, with the
tag attached (most important). Please keep under the
maximum limit of $30 per gift. In addition to the
individual families we will be working with there will
also be tags for a holiday shopping table. This will
provide small Gift items (up to $10: crayons, markers,
hats, mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, etc.) and
holiday necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper,
bows, and candy). Please find your tag number on
the clipboard and write your name and phone
number in the corresponding space. Thank you in
advance for showering Christmas blessings on the families.
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P

aul talks about “producing
a harvest of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ
for the glory and praise of God.”
As Disciples and stewards, how does
our daily life, and our gratitude to God
for all His gifts reflect for others “the glory and praise of God”? How
can we best work at being good “harvesters.”?

C

ovenant Envelopes for 2019 are in the back of the church. Please take yours and
those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save on mailing costs.
Please do not use the 2019 goldenrod envelopes until the new year, and do not use the 2018
blue envelopes after December 30, 2018. If you do not wish to use the
covenant envelopes, as long as your gift can be identified, an account is
established in your name and you will receive quarterly statements. If
you have any questions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial Secretary,
at 203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. Thank you.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system.
Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use
your present method of giving. The system is simple
using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the
first page.
Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your
unique on line profile.
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your
contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
A Baptism of Repentance
Baruch 5:1-9
his reading offers a tender message of encouragement to Jerusalem, a vision
of the gracious Lord bringing the people home from exile and leading them
in glory. Although this prophecy is said to be written by Baruch, a friend of the
prophet Jeremiah, it actually comes from a period nearer to New Testament times
and is included in writings known as the Apocrypha. Its imagery of hope and joy is
timeless, however, and points to God’s ultimate work of salvation.
Canticle 16
Luke 3:1-6
A song of thanksgiving and prophecy. The child will be called the
prophet of the Most High and will make a way for the Lord.
And so again we
Philippians 1:3-11
are reminded that
In this lesson Paul greets the new disciples in the town of Philippi, gives
the desire of our
thanks for their sharing in the gospel, and prays that they may be found
flesh to see the
without fault on the judgment day of Christ. It is likely that this message
of affection and appreciative joy was written toward the latter part of Paul’s salvation of God is
ministry, perhaps while he was in prison. He expresses great confidence
to desire something
that the work of grace begun by God in his converts will be brought to
that is a far cry from
fruition.
our present lived
Luke 3:1-6
reality.
The Gospel of Luke sets the prophetic ministry of John the Baptist in
the context of its time in history. It was customary during this era to date
events with reference to the lives of rulers and well-known public figures. Within this
history the word of God comes to John as he preaches his baptism of repentance.
His ministry is
in fulfillment
of the words
of Isaiah
concerning
the one who
prepares the
way of the

T

Lord.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“A

re we living in the end times? Yes!” To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out
our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....Christ Church, Bethany; St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ
Church, Bethlehem; Old St. Andrew’s, Bloomfield.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer a
temporary or permanent shelter, for Chapel on the Green,
New Haven; Church by the Pond, Hartford; and all
Ecclesia ministries; for the ministry of the Midnight
Runs.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe &
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Sandy
Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja,
Rhonda, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Senegal; the people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines;
Diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Oswald Swartz; and our
sister and brother members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in the United States.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....St. Thomas, Bethel and the Bethel Community Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections during the month of December.
.....New Fairfield Press, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership.
.....In Times of Conflict.
.....That we may resist the lure of holiday advertising and instead concentrate on the message
of simplicity and trust that is found in the Christmas manger scene.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
For God So Loved

Scalzo vid

Christmas is a time of
wonder. It’s a time
when people from all
nations can join
together and ponder
the humble birth of a
baby who came to
earth as part of God’s
plan. And it was
simply because He
loved us.
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Just For the Joy of It!
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†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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(And Christian Fellowship)

