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Even so, come Lord JeSUREVELATION 22:20

Dear Friends,

Last Sunday's sermon concluded with the above scripture
preceded by an ancient Aramaic (the language of Jesus) word,
"Maranatha," meaning "come Lord." This word occurs only once in the
New Testament (1 Corinthians 16:22), and then once later in the 1st
century manuscript known as the Didache ("The Teaching of the
Apostles").

Throughout the world over time, Christians have voiced this
proclamation in prayer, song and private devotion. The word became a
wellknown ancient Christian prayer due to its focus on Christ's return,
as well as the harmonic quality of the four equally stressed syllables: MA
RANA-THA.

"Marantha" can be translated "Christ has come," as well as with a
future anticipation of Christ's return. As we proclaim the mystery of
faith in our liturgy, we hold this balance of the already/not yet as we say
together: Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again. As
Advent people, we say even so, "Come Lord Jesus"!
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