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Sword Points  
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

À  Maranatha 
 
 
 
 

 

Even so, come Lord Jesus.  REVELATION 22:20 
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

L ast Sunday's sermon concluded with the above scripture 
preceded by an ancient Aramaic (the language of Jesus) word, 

"Maranatha," meaning "come Lord."  This word occurs only once in the 
New Testament (1 Corinthians 16:22), and then once later in the 1st 
century manuscript known as the Didache ("The Teaching of the 
Apostles"). 

Throughout the world over time, Christians have voiced this 
proclamation in prayer, song and private devotion.  The word became a 
well-known ancient Christian prayer due to its focus on Christ's return, 
as well as the harmonic quality of the four equally stressed syllables: MA-
RA-NA-THA. 

"Marantha" can be translated "Christ has come," as well as with a 
future anticipation of Christ's return.  As we proclaim the mystery of 
faith in our liturgy, we hold this balance of the already/not yet as we say 
together: Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will come again. As 
Advent people, we say even so, "Come Lord Jesus"! 
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À   Preparing the Way  
by John Tuthill 

 

"...a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins...ô 
 

  -  L   3:3  
 

I 
 never realized it until just now - but John the Baptist was doing it "wrong."  

Baptism at that time was usually something non-Jewish persons would go through if 

they wished to become ritually clean enough to be allowed to pray and to worship 

outside and as near as non-Jews would be permitted to Jerusalem's Temple walls.  But in the 

gospel account coming up in this second Sunday in Advent (Luke 3:1-6) many in the 

crowds (if not most) coming out into the wilderness to be baptized were already Jews.  So, 

suddenly it seems that was not only Gentiles needing to be cleaned but all people regardless 

of being Jewish - or not!  Could the equal need of all people (rich/poor, educated/

uneducated, Jew/Gentile, etc.) be what is meant by what John cries out in verse 5?  "Every 

valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall 

be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth..."  This might not be a worldly 

socialistic war-cry or any modern-type of egalitarian notion at all, but instead to clearly 

teach the need of "all flesh" to see the salvation offered by God (v. 5). 

 It can be quite shocking to 

imagine John the Baptist given a 

chance to talk with church-shopping 

visitors in our day.  What would his 

opening greeting be?  "You snakes!  

Who warned you to show up at 

church so that you could escape 

God's judgement?  The ax is already 

at the root of your tree - ready to cut 

you down!" (v. 7-10).  This may not

-quite qualify as the "seeker 

sensitive" approach.  Church growth 

marketing campaign materials do 

not feature a John the Baptist style 

or approach.  Yet, Jesus Himself 

certainly approved John's message 

(Matthew 11:11) and the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit all endorsed 

John baptizing (Matthew 3:16-17). 

The message is never complete 

unless both are being preached 

together: repentance and the gospel 

of forgiveness.  In Advent, there is 

waiting and watching to recall both 

of these truths: that Christ came into 

the world "for us and for our 

salvation" and that "He will come 

again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and His kingdom will 

have no end." 

   Thanks be to God! 


