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W

e give thanks here at St. Paul's for how God has
been glorified in our midst through our Christmas
worship. Thank you to each and everyone of you
who helped us prepare for, and participated in, glorifying Christ
through word, song and sacrament.
Together we proclaim that the God who came in history, and
comes now in mystery, will
come again in glory.
Together we share our lives
centered around the promise
that God is forever
Emmanuel, "God-with-us."
Together we are made a
spiritual family by spiritual
rebirth and adoption from
God, all to God's glory in
Christ.
As we celebrate the twelve
days of the season, and
prepare for Epiphany, God will continue to be glorified. For by
the grace of God, showing forth the goodness of the Lord remains
our vision before all things, and
St. Paul’s Church
above all else.
O Come, Let us Adore Him,

174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† Standing Under the Word
by John Tuthill

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

T

- John 1:1

he day that I start looking for a Jesus who makes complete sense to me and a
Jesus who can be contained underneath an umbrella of my tiny and limited
reasoning ability, that will be a day when I might be seeking after a false Christ.
On this first Sunday after
Christmas our appointed
readings continue to teach us
about the incomprehensible
entrance of God the Son into
His own creation as one of us
(John 1:1-18 is the gospel this
Sunday). The real Jesus is
both, fully God and fully man.
One implication of this is that
even my reasoning must be
submitted to Jesus ("the
Word" as Jesus is called in
John 1:1) and not the other
way around.
As I was listening to a
Bible study not long ago I was
mystified when participants began discussing the difference between what they called
"Magisterial vs. Ministerial" uses of reasoning for understanding the Bible. Briefly broken
down, the way of standing over the Bible and subjecting it to our own reasoning is called
"Magisterial." In this way a magistrate or a judge wields power over others and pronounces
verdicts over people. The other way, the "Ministerial" way, is a use of reasoning for
understanding the Bible by standing underneath God's Word, and not over it. This way of
reasoning takes guidance and direction to reach truth directly from the Source of that limited
ability to reason, that Source being the Lord God Himself, His Word made flesh to live
among us (v. 14). Martin Luther coined these two names for the uses
of reason in understanding the Bible. If we stand over the
Bible with our mind or our reasoning as the final
authority over it, what will often happen is that we will
rule against the Bible and in favor of what we want so
that it will conform to our feelings, thoughts or to our
pre-decided opinions. But a ministerial use of
reasoning begins first by standing under the authority
of God's Word. This reasoning about the Scriptures
allows them to inform us and so our reasoning operates
under that light. Christians stand underneath God's
Word, knowing that is what shapes and forms us in every
way from our creation and to everlasting life. A theologian by
the name B.B. Warfield once made an observation that in several places in the Old and New
Testaments, "...the Scriptures are spoken of as if they were God and in other parts God is
spoken of as if He were the Scriptures...in point of directness of authority no distinction was
made between them" ("Inspiration and Authority of the Bible" p. 299).
Thanks be to God!
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Dec 30th 8 am - Joyce & John Sarver
Jan 6th 8 am Pat Brought
Jan 13th 8 am Heather Melody

10:30 am - Susan Champagne
10:30 am Dot Crocker
10:30 am Beth Beck
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study
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ur Men’s Bible Study recently completed a 15 week study
dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the Colossians.
They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall and will resume
on January 7th. All the studies are available live on Livestream and
archived on YouTube.

† Join the Meal Train!

A

parishioner of St. Paul’s is undergoing major surgery at the beginning of
December. A ‘meal train’ has been set up online to support her and her family as
she recovers. If you can help to provide a meal or gift cards for the family to use, simply
click on the link below and follow the prompts to sign up. All of the dates, times, drop off
location and preferences are noted on the website. If you are able to help, but do not want
to navigate the website, please email Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com instead. Dates are
available from December 18th through the end of the month. Please consider helping to
support this St. Paul’s family as they go through this time of recovery - lift them up in
prayer and find a way join in on this meal train. Thank you.
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/vwml5w
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† The Season of Christmas

C

hristianity has been described as the most materialistic of all religions. Every
religion can slip into a world-denying mode, separating the spiritual from the
material, the soul from the body. But in the incarnation - at the heart of its faith Christianity tells the story of God embodied, feeling, tasting, breathing, seeing, smelling,
fearing, hoping, hearing and loving us. The Son of God, who “is the reflection of God’s
glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being,” has become, as the Letter to Hebrews
puts it, “like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God…..For we do not have a high priest who is unable
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who is every respect has been tested
as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 1:3; 2:17; 4:15).
Jesus’ life began as a baby. In one of my all -time favorite
“religious” cartoons, the viewer first notices the beaming face
of Mary as she is approached by one of the three Wisemen. In
the Wiseman's hands is a box of disposable diapers. The
anachronism makes us laugh, but we also laugh to think how
much Mary would have appreciated such a practical gift,
helping her deal with the bodily functions as well as all the
other parts of life with a new baby.
Christmas gives us much to celebrate, but its story should
always come as a surprise: a baby! We thought God might send
a mighty one to conquer evil and to save, not a first a vulnerable
infant, one who needed our love and care. The story of
Christmas offers much to celebrate with its message of
Emmanuel - God with us. But it is also challenging. In the
church’s tradition the day after Christmas is the saint’s day for
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, stoned to death for this faith.
Two days later is called Holy Innocents, the commemoration of
all the little ones King Herod was said to have slaughtered when
he was trying to kill the baby Jesus. We remember as well all
the children killed by war or human indifference. We also
know that some people feel lonely or depressed at
Christmastime, and let down afterward. I recall as a child
having fights with my cousins on Christmas afternoon when I
was worn out with all the excitement and there were no more
presents. Jesus was born into a real world where only our
response of love to God’s love in us can bring peace and true Christmas joy and love to
others. The readings of Christmastide tell of that real, material word - that joy, challenge
and love.
- The Right Rev. Frederick Borsch
Please visit my
blog, “Among the
Saints in Rome,”
for an update for
how this missionary is being evangelized by the
people in this
place.
May you and all
you encounter
come home to the
joy and peace of
this Christmas.
- Steven Nagy
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† Compassion

by Steve Hemming

“Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers,
be tenderhearted, be courteous.”
1 Peter 5:8

R

ecently, as I was reading the book, “It’s Not Supposed to Be This Way,” by Lysa
Terkeurst, a particular sentence really stood out to me, “We must get to a place
of self-compassion if we hope to ever have true, deep compassion for other” (p.
77). It prompted me to think about the degree of compassion I have for myself and for those
whom the Lord places in my path every day. Am I compassionate and sympathetic towards
all regardless of what is going on in my life? Or, does the degree of my expressing the
Lord’s tender mercies depend upon how I feel at any given time?
In Matthew 14, Jesus our Lord, after hearing that his cousin John the Baptist was
beheaded, departed to a deserted place, to be by himself and grieve.
However, once the people from nearby cities learned of the Lord’s
whereabouts, they sought after him in droves. Rather than telling them
to go away, “when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; He was
moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick ” (v. 14). Even
in the moment he was mourning John’s death, he still reached out in
lovingkindness towards those around him. His affections continued on
in the same chapter (verses. 15-21), where with only five loaves of bread
and two fish, Jesus fed over 5,000 hungry people.
Not only in Matthew 14 can we read that Jesus’ compassion was present
when he performed miracles, this same scenario is found in other
instances in the Gospels:
Jesus Gives Two Blind Men Sight - Matthew 20:29-34
· “So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately
their eyes received sight, and they followed Him.” (Matthew 20:34)
Jesus Cleanses a Leper – Mark 1:40-45
· “Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched him,
and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” As soon as He had spoken, immediately the
leprosy left him, and he was cleansed.” (Mark 2:41-42)
Jesus Heals a Demon-possessed Man – Mark 5:1-20
· “However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, “Go home to your friends, and
tell them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion
on you.” And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for
him; and all marveled.” (Mark 5:19-20)
Jesus Casts a Deaf and Dumb Spirit Out of a Boy – Mark 9:14-27
· “And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy
him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” Jesus said to
him, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:22-23)
Jesus Raises the Son of a Widow Back to Life – Luke 7:11-17
· “When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.”
Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He
said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” (Luke 7:13-14)
Motivated by a heart of compassion, Jesus healed, restored, and blessed those he
encountered. For the Lord is full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering and
abundant in mercy and truth (Psalm 86:15). His compassions never fail! (Lamentations
3:22)
Heavenly Father, give us a more compassionate heart like yours, so we can be ready and
available on every occasion to give your comfort to others in their time of need. In the name
of your Son Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so
that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have
received from God.”
2 Corinthians 1:3-4
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Thursday, December 28th

St. John, Apostle & Evangelist

J

ohn, the son of Zebedee, with his
brother James, was called from being
a fisherman to be a disciple and “fisher of
men.” With Peter and James, he became one
of the inner group of three disciples whom
Jesus chose to be with him at
the raising of Jairus’
daughter, at the
Transfiguration, and in the
garden of Gethsemane.
John and his brother
James are recorded in the
Gospel as being so hotheaded
and impetuous that Jesus
nicknamed them
“Boanerges,” which means,
“sons of thunder.” They also appear
ambitious, in that they sought seats of honor
at Jesus’ right and
left when he should
come into his
kingdom; yet they
were faithful
companions, willing,
without knowing the
cost, to share the cup
Jesus was to drink.
When the other
disciples responded
in anger to the
audacity of the
brothers in asking
for this honor, Jesus

explained that in his kingdom leadership and
rule takes the form of being a servant to all.
If, as is commonly held, John is to be
identified with the “disciple whom Jesus
loved,” then he clearly enjoyed a very special
relationship with his Master,
reclining close to Jesus at the
Last Supper, receiving the
care of his mother at the
cross, and being the first to
understand the truth of the
empty tomb.
The Acts of the Apostles
records John’s presence with
Peter on several occasions:
the healing of the lame man at
the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, before the
Sanhedrin, in prison, and on the mission to
Samaria to lay hands upon the new converts
that they might receive the Holy Spirit.
According to tradition, John later
went to Asia Minor and settled at Ephesus.
Under the Emperor Domitian, he was exiled
to the island of Patmos, where he
experienced the visions recounted in the
Book of Revelation. Irenaeus, at the end of
the second century, liked to recall how
Polycarp, in his old age, had talked about the
apostle whom he had known while growing
up at Ephesus. It is probable that John died
there. He alone of the Twelve is said to have
lived to extreme old age and to have been
spared a martyr’s death.

“Y

ou have poured upon us the
new light of your incarnate
Word. Grant that this light, enkindled
in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives…” could very well be part of the
striving steward’s prayer. What kind of
light shines through you to reflect your
love of God, and your desire to spread
that light in the service of others?
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, January 1st

The Feast of the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ

O

n the church’s liturgical calendar, New Year’s Day, January 1, is also the Feast of
the Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is also sometimes called the Feast of
the Circumcision, since it is observed on the eighth day or “octave” of Jesus’ birth, when, in
Jewish tradition, infant boys are circumcised and named, in accordance with the Law of
Moses (Leviticus 12:3).
“After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb” (Luke 2:21).
The name “Jesus” comes from Joshua or Yehoshuah, the Hebrew word for “savior” or
“deliverer.” Devotion to the Holy Name can be traced back to Paul’s Letter to the
Philippians, which says God highly exalted Jesus “and gave him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth” (Philippians 2:9-11).
The observance of the Circumcision on the first day of January was originally
designated as a fast day in A.D. 567, to counter pagan festivals that occurred at the
beginning of each new year. Eventually it evolved into a feast day, celebrating the naming
of Jesus and his circumcision; in Jewish tradition circumcisions are often a festive
occasions, when family and friends gather to witness the naming of the child.
Collect for the Holy Name
Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of
our salvation: Plant in every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world,
our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory
everlasting. Amen (Book of Common Prayer, p. 213).
Hymn 435 (The Hymnal 1982)
At the Name of Jesus
every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess him
King of glory now;
‘tis the Father’s pleasure
we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning
was the mighty Word. …
Name him, Christians, name him,
with love strong as death,
name with awe and wonder
and with bated breath;
he is God the Saviour,
he is Christ the Lord,
ever to be worshiped,
trusted, and adored.

“Circumcision of Christ” from the menologion of Basil II,
11th century

† Annual Meeting On January 27th

N

otice is hereby given of the 237th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s
Church, 174 Whisconier Road, Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday,
January 27th, 2019, in Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am. The Rector will make
appointments and elections will be held for various Vestry positions. Nominations
may be made from the floor at the meeting. Communicant members of the parish
over sixteen years of age are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting.
There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 8:00 am and the Family
Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am. Sunday School classes will be held at their
normal time at 10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum.
Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch.
8

T

he Twelve Days of Christmas is probably the most misunderstood part of the
church year among Christians who are not part of liturgical church traditions. Contrary to
much popular belief, these are not the twelve days before Christmas, but in most of the
Western Church are the twelve days from Christmas until the beginning of Epiphany
(January 6th; the 12 days count from December 25th until January 5th).
Once again we are celebrating the Christmas season with plenty of opportunities to
Worship, Celebrate, Fellowship, Outreach, Reflect and Discover.
Wed, Dec 26 - St. Stephen, Deacon &
Martyr
At 10 am join our regular Wednesday
morning Eucharist & healing service.
Following worship and study, Mary Perry is
coordinating “Good
Neighbor Day” where
we prepare and deliver
gift baskets to thank
our neighbors on
Whisconier Road.
Then in the evening
join us for Wacky
Wednesday! This spur of the moment event
will be
determined by
whoever
shows up.
(Food &
laughs are
always
involved).

Thu, Dec 27 - St. John, Apostle &
Evangelist
“Hot Dogs and Holiday Lights. A great
combination. We know where the best are
and we’ll carpool at 6:30 pm and have a
blast.

Fri, Dec 28 - The Holy Innocents
Join us at 6:30 in your “Festive Holiday”
sweater for a Potluck / Cookout Dinner /
Game & Movie Night Extravaganza. Many
new categories! Everyone’s a
(Continued on page 10)
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12 Days of Christmas
(Continued from page 9)

winner. Fun for the whole family.
Sat, Dec 29 - Start with our 7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast in Crocker Hall; followed
by PraiseKicks at 9:15; then at 10 discover
PraiseMoves...relax as
the year winds down
with gentle stretching,
soothing music,
encouraging scripture
and a lavender filled
devotional time.
Stay tuned for a possible Movie Night.
Sun, Dec 30 - 1st Sunday after Christmas
Worship with us at 8 - Traditional
Eucharist or 10:30 am
- Contemporary
Eucharist. In between
our Rector’s Forum at
9:30 will be “O Little
Town of Bethlehem,”
a special presentation
from our Holy Land
pilgrims who have
visited the birthplace of the Christ child.
Mon, Dec 31 - New Year’s Eve Party
Celebrate the New Year in style in our
Guild Room at 9 pm. We’ll party ‘til 11:30
then celebrate the 1st Eucharist of 2019.

Bring your favorite dip or
appetizer.

Following the service we’ll head across the
street for a brief, family friendly hike in
Williams Park.
Wed, Jan 2 - It will
be Free Coffee
Wednesday as we
hand out free coffee
to surprised morning
commuters and backto-schoolers driving
by St. Paul’s. Assist us in this outreach by
holding a sign, passing out coffee, donating
some baked goods, inviting folks in, passing
out info or praying for someone and prayer
for passersby on Route 25. Then at 10 am
join our regular Wednesday morning
Eucharist & healing service. Then in the
evening it’s another Wacky Wednesday!
No rules, no plans just fun.
Thu, Jan 3 - Back by
popular demand will be
Patrick O’Connors and the
youth group leading
Compline at 7 pm.
Contemporary music will
abound.
Fri, Jan 4
Join us
at 7 pm at
the home
of Heather
& Larry Creagh in Brookfield for a House
Blessing that includes Holy Eucharist,
dessert and fellowship.
Sat, Jan 5 A Day in the City We’re
heading to NYC for food, fun and a vertical
tour of the world’s largest cathedral, St. John
the Divine.

Tue, Jan 1 - Feast of the
Sun, Jan 6 - The Epiphany
Holy Name
To concluded our 12 Day festivities,
Start the New Year with we’ll celebrate the Epiphany at our regular 8
Holy Eucharist at 10:30 am. and 10:30 Sunday worship services.

R

emember, Christmas is about giving, so for the 12 Days of Christmas, support
the Jericho Partnership by bringing in food for their pantry, books for
children, socks and toiletries for the homeless. They’ll be blessed and so will you.
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Please note: The
schedule is
flexible, subject to
change due to
weather, the
participants and
the whims of the
organizers! Check
Sword Points and
our website for
times, directions
and updates.

† The One Great Mystery

T

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 - Ps. 147 - Galatians 3:23-25; 4:4-7 - John 1:1-18

his is the day that the Lord has made. It is also the day when many parochial
clergy are on vacation and, presumably, attending the liturgy elsewhere.
Attendance among the laity drops notably in most places too, giving this day its
sad reputation as a Low Sunday. The few who are present, however, may relish a secret
privilege, the opportunity to hear again a summation of the whole gospel in two very
striking passages. We hear what Jesus Christ did and what he did for us. What did he do?
He became what we are. What did he do for us? He made us what he is.
Listen. “When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as children. And because you are children,
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ So you are no longer a slave
but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through
God” (Gal. 4:4-7). God sent his Son to be born of a
woman, to be what we are. Having been redeemed
from sin and death, we are caught up in the new life
of Christ and receive adoption as children. Jesus is
the Son of God by nature; we are the children of God
by adoption and grace. This is an important
distinction. It should be stated, but not overstated.
We are indeed children of God!
Listen again. “To all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among
us” (John 1:12-14a). The Word of God, the second
person of the Trinity, became what we are. He
became the human being, the new Adam, a
recapitulation and reformation of our contorted lives.
He did this for us and made us children of God, born
of God, born again from on high. As daughters and
sons of God in Christ Jesus, we are members of his
body, branches of the vine, and stones in one holy
temple. Do you know what a privilege this is, what a
joy, what a vocation, to be a child of God? If you
know it, know it more deeply.
The following is a spiritual exercise. Being a child of God feels like this:
“What is this new mystery surrounding me? I am both small and great, both lowly and
exalted, mortal and immortal, earthly and heavenly. I am to be buried with Christ and to
rise again with him, to become a co-heir with him, a son of God, and indeed God himself.
“This is what the great mystery means for us; this is why God became man and became
poor for our sake: it was to raise up our flesh, to recover the divine image, to re-create
mankind, so that all of us might become one in Christ who perfectly became in us
everything that he is himself” (Gregory Nazianzus, Oration 7).
We are cautioned, of course, not to think too highly of ourselves, not to ponder things
that are too great for us. We are told to put on the mind of Christ who humbled himself.
We are on earth, we are sinners, and we wait for the fulfillment of all things in Christ. And
yet our waiting is a form of possessing. The grace in us is the grace of Almighty God, and
God has deigned to make us his children..
Look It Up
Read John 1:12-13.
Think About It
God has decided.

-from The Living Church, 2018
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† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his
message for over 40 years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment
on the proud who sought to save themselves. But through him God also
comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and
enlightenment. Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am. For more
info email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.
12
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† Scholarly Speaking
Those Days after Christmas

S

ome of you may know I grew up in a typical low church parish in a proverbially low
church diocese. Sundays were Holy Communion at 8:00 (usually with small
congregation) and a well attended Morning Prayer (except on First Sundays and a few other
occasions) at 11:00. Weekday services were special occasions, but these always included
the Prayer Book Holy Days.* This meant that once I was confirmed and more directly
involved in the worship life of the church that each Christmas was followed by three more
trips to Church to celebrate the feasts of St. Stephen, St. John, and the Holy Innocents. I
would not claim that these celebrations were largely attended, but people certainly were
aware of them and of the saints who were remembered then.
Over the last several years, however, these observances have become harder to find.
With so many of our churches being served by part-time clergy, with changing work
patterns (often involving longer commutes), and with scattered families and vacation travel
it is often difficult to get a congregation together for these occasions. Let me then take this
opportunity to share something with you about these faithful stalwarts.
t. Stephen (Dec. 26th) was one of the seven men chosen to
assist the apostles as deacons (see Acts 6-7).† Their original
task was to conduct the charitable work of the church, but Stephen
quickly began an active preaching ministry as well, attracting the
unfavorable attention of the religious authorities, and was condemned
to death by stoning. The date of his feast, like that of Christmas itself,
is an arbitrary selection, but placing them together seems to have been
a deliberate choice in order to remind all Christians of the call to deep
commitment that comes with the acceptance of Christ as Lord. The
various eastern churches (Orthodox, Coptic, &c) keep the feast on the
27th, also maintaining the connection with the Nativity. Interestingly,
the Armenians who still combine Christmas with the Epiphany on Jan.
6th celebrate Stephen on Dec. 25th, which breaks the connection, but
confirms that the dates, despite slight variations, were chosen before
the church became widely divided.
t. John (Dec. 27th) appears in the first three Gospels as one of the first group of
Apostles to be called, and (with his brother James and with Peter) as one of the ones
closest to Jesus. He is traditionally identified as the author of the fourth
Gospel (where he is never mentioned by name), of three epistles, and of the
Revelation. Although these books differ in style, it is quite possible that, like
St. Paul, he could have dictated to scribes who would set down his ideas but in
their own words – perhaps writing Revelation himself while a prisoner on
Patmos as its style most reflects his native Aramaic speech. Again, the date is
arbitrary, but his classic exposition of the Incarnation in the prologue to his
Gospel makes the connection with Christmas highly appropriate. In this case
the selection of the date is probably later as the Eastern churches keep his feast
in May and/or September.
he Holy Innocents (Dec. 28th) recalls the slaughter under King Herod of
the children of Bethlehem in his desire to eliminate Jesus as a possible
rival. A more literal reading would place this feast
shortly after the Epiphany (as is the case with some
Syrian Christians) but most Eastern Churches follow the Western rule
of observing the Innocents in the days immediately following Christ’s
Nativity, testifying to the early
o you have a question you
adoption of this feast as well.
would like answered by our
Current editions of the
Scholar-(Not)-in-Residence? Send
Episcopal calendar give optional
your ecclesiastical, liturgical,
observances on the remaining three
doctrinal, historical or other inquiries days before Holy Name, all based
to: Stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Those Days after Christmas

on recorded dates of death. The first of these, St. Thomas Becket, the
Archbishop of Canterbury who was murdered in his Cathedral in 1270,
has become rather well-known due to T S Eliot’s Murder in the
Cathedral, and Jean Anouilh’s Becket. His story, and his influence on
English criminal law for centuries to come is found at http://
www.satucket.com/lectionary/Thomas_Becket.htm.
The remaining observances are more modern and recall worthies who
have never been formally recognized as saints. They can be found, with
links to short bios, at http://www.satucket.com/lectionary/
Calendar.htm#dec .

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar (Not) in Residence

*This was in the 1928 BCP which had no Lesser Feasts and fewer Major ones than our present Book.
†Acts does not call them ‘deacons’ but does use the verb ‘to deacon’ to describe their ministry.

† Transforming Stewardship
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and
so we are.”
(1 John 3:1)

D

uring this season of giving, let us remember
the most important gift we have received being children of God. As God’s children, it’s
important that we express our love for others as well.
Tell your spouse, children and other family members
and friends that you love them, frequently.
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T

† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients
to put their food in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you
usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place donations in
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

“T

he Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine
upon you, and be gracious unto you; the
Lord lift up his countenance upon you
and give you peace.” And gracious to us
He has been and continues to be! What
kind of followers are we? How do our
lives reflect “his face shining upon us?”
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, December 29th

The Holy Innocents

H

erod the Great, ruler of the Jews, appointed by the Romans in 40
B.C., kept the peace in Palestine for 37 years. His ruthless control,
coupled with genuine ability, has been recorded by the Jewish historian
Josephus, who describes him as “a man of great barbarity towards everyone.”
An Idumaean, married to the daughter of Hyrcanus, the last legal Hasmonean
ruler, Herod was continually in fear of losing his throne. It is not surprising
that the Wise Men’s report of the birth of an infant King of the Jews
(Matthew 2) caused him fear and anger. Although the event is not recorded
in secular history, the story of the massacre of the Innocents is totally in
keeping with what is known of Herod’s character.
To protect himself against being supplanted by an infant king, Herod
ordered the slaughter of all male children under two years of age in
Bethlehem and the surrounding region. No one knows how many were
killed, but the Church has always honored these innocent children as martyrs.
Augustine of Hippo called them “buds, killed by the frost of persecution the
moment they showed themselves.”

† Quilt Raffle
Congratulations to Bonnie Wanzer the winner of the
latest creation made by the St. Paul’s Quilters. The quilt is
called a
tulip
quilt and
it is 78
inches
wide by
89 inches long.
Proceeds will go to Father Joe’s
Discretionary Fund.
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the
Promised Land Part I.”
People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in
the Promised Land.
The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in
the Guild Room. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in
Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from
the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend. Check your
closets for those unused coats. And “Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to
St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.

† Happy Birthday to You!

D

iane Hannah celebrates today! Saturday is the big day for Alesia
Smalls, Joan Boehm, Linda Cavagna & Mike DeAnzeris.
Throw a party on Monday for David Greeley & Michelle Crisalli.
Bake a cake for Darin Crocker on Wednesday. Have a blessed day
everyone!
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† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all
day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely
to be threadbare. Once again, this year we are collecting
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter
throughout the winter months. Place donations in the
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel
good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David
Szen

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Word: Light and Life
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet joyfully responds on behalf of all God’s
people to the Lord’s promises for a redeemed Jerusalem. He is a messenger to those
who are poor and have suffered many troubles. Now he finds himself clothed in salvation
and integrity, like a bridegroom or bride. In sight of all people, this nation shall become like
a fresh garden. The prophet will not keep silence until the deliverance of Jerusalem is
known throughout the world.
Psalm 147
A hymn of praise to the Lord, who rules over nature and has shown faithfulness
John 1:1-18
to Jerusalem and God’s people Israel.
Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7
The quality of the
In this epistle lesson Paul explains what the role of the law has been and how, in
relationship that
our new relationship of faith, we have become sons and heirs of the Father. Before
the coming of Christ and justification by faith we were like small children who had
John is wanting us
to be closely watched. God’s own Son was born a subject of the law. Through him
to have with Jesus is
we now are given the status of sons coming into their maturity. We are enabled,
through the Spirit of his Son, to call upon God with the same Aramaic word for
all-or-nothing.
Father that Jesus is remembered to have used. Abba.
John 1:1-18
The gospel opens with a hymn to God’s Word, the expression of God’s very being and
the creative power of all life, who has now
become flesh and lived among us. The Word is
the light of all humankind, and was witnessed to
by John the Baptist. Although the world made by
the Word did not recognize the Word, those who
did believe in the Word have been given the right
to become children of God. The law came
through Moses, but grace and truth come through
the only Son, who makes the Father known.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“S

ing Unto the Lord.” To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon Archives
as well.
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to your fellow parishioners,
to newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

C

ovenant Envelopes for 2019 are in the back of the church. Please take
yours and those of any friends who may be absent, as this helps us save
on mailing costs. Please do not use the 2019 goldenrod envelopes until the new
year, and do not use the 2018 blue envelopes after December 30, 2018. If you
do not wish to use the covenant envelopes, as long as your gift
can be identified, an account is established in your name and
you will receive quarterly statements. If you have any
questions, please contact Beth Miller, Financial Secretary, at
203 775-9587 or bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. Thank you.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system.
Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use
your present method of giving. The system is simple
using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the
first page.
Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your
unique on line profile.
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your
contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Jean Stauffer, Lorraine Estok and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Mark’s, Bridgeport; St. Mark’s, Bridgewater; St.
John’s, Bristol.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
......For soup kitchens and food pantries.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe &
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura,
Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti, Mary
DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos,
Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer,
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista &
family, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe; the people of
Switzerland; Diocese of Kutigi - (Lokoja, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Jeremiah Kolo; and our
sister and brother members of the Kimbanguist Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of January.
.....Amtech, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Birthdays.
.....That as grateful children of God, we remember to tell family and friends that we love
them every day.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much. She is 98 years old and needs
prayers for comfort and peace.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That
Make You Think
Back Issues of
Sword Points
Pet Interviews
about
Christmas
Scalzo vid
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What do pets
really think about
the holidays?

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

the Week!
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†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

Caption Contest
: Submit your win
ning caption to:
StPaulsSwordPoi
nts@gmail.com fo
r one of our
awesome prizes.

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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