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† We Are Going Forward
"God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ."
EPHESIANS 2:4-5
Dear Friends,

T

his Friday to Saturday, twentyeight of us from our men's
ministry of St. Paul's will gather at
Camp Washington for fun, fellowship
and a series of spiritual talks followed
up with small group times of sharing and prayer.
Our Monday evening Men's Bible Study has just started Ephesians, now
our tenth book from the Bible since we started meeting several years ago. Our
times together are best described by Proverbs: "As iron sharpens iron, so one
sharpens another" (27:17). In wrestling with God's Word, we have been
challenged, exhorted, inspired and made alive with Christ. Now it is time to
build on this growth with an extended time together.
This weekend is
not a "retreat," for
that word suggests
going backwards. We
are going forward in
faith as God crafts a fellowship of men deeply vital
to a healthy church, and equally so in our society,
where the values of the kingdom lived out by men
influencing others are needed more than ever. Your
prayers are appreciated as the Spirit sharpen us, all to
God's glory.
Faithfully,

† Enter It Like A Child
by John Tuthill

“...Some people brought their little children for Jesus to bless. But when his
disciples saw them doing this, they told the people to stop bothering him.
So Jesus called the children over to him and said, “Let the children come to
me! Don't try to stop them. People who are like these children belong to
God's kingdom. You will never get into God's kingdom unless you
enter it like a child!”
- Luke 18:15-17 (Contemporary English Version

T

his Sunday we will have several infant baptisms at the 10:30 service. Do you
remember your baptism? Many don’t, especially if you were baptized as an infant.
At some point in your life though you were told or you inquired if you were. And you were
comforted to learn you were baptized. Someone thought enough of you to start you on a
journey that day that brought you to this
point.
What is baptism? According to the
Catechism in our Prayer Book, “Holy
Baptism is the sacrament by which God
adopts us as his children and makes us
members of Christ’s Body, the Church, and
inheritors of the kingdom of God.
“Infants are baptized so that they can
share citizenship in the Covenant,
membership in Christ, and redemption by
God.
“Promises are made for (infants) by their parent and sponsors, … that the infants
will ...know Christ and be able to follow him.”
As you travel along on your journey, recall the words of the Prophet
Isaiah in Sunday’s Old Testament reading, “When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.” - Isaiah 43:2
Thanks be to God!
Our Psalm 29 on Sunday points to Jesus’ baptism…”The voice of
the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the Lord is
upon the mighty waters.” and our gospel reading "...and when Jesus
also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And
a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you
I am well pleased." - Luke 3:21-22 RSV.
Thanks be to God!
In our baptism we receive the inward and spiritual grace that “is
in union with Christ in his death and resurrection, birth into God’s
family…, forgiveness of sins…”
"The Law says 'do this' and it is never done, and grace says
'believe this' and it is done already."
-paraphrase Martin Luther, Heidelberg Disputation (1518)
Thanks be to God!
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† 12 Days of Christmas Thank You

W

ith last Saturday’s trip to NYC and St. John
the Divine Cathedral, we have successfully
tucked our most successful ever 12 Days of Christmas
celebration away for another year. Many thanks are
in order for everyone who participated in the events;
to our clergy who presided over the many worship
services; to those who organized the different days;
who cooked; who donated; who opened their
homes; who partied; and who gave of their time.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Jan 10
Fri, Jan 11
Sat, Jan 12

Sun, Jan 13

Mon, Jan 14
Tues, Jan 15
Wed, Jan 16
Thu, Jan 17
Fri, Jan 18
Sat, Jan 19

Sun, Jan 20

- 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
- 5:30 pm - Men’s Weekend, Camp Washington
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
9 am - 4 pm - Men’s Weekend, Camp Washington
9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
- 11:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
1st Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum “Little Town of Bethlehem”
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Holy Baptism & Contemporary Holy Communion
-

-

Annual Reports Due
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (Livestream)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook)
Music Night, Sanctuary

(Livestream)

7:30 pm
- 9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
- 10:00 am
- 7:30 pm
Confession of St. Peter the Apostle
- 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - Jean Stauffer Burial Rite
2nd Sunday after the Epiphany
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (Livestream)
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Jan 13th 8 am
Jan 20th 8 am
Jan 27th

Heather Melody
10:30 am Beth Beck
Dot Crocker
10:30 am Connie Williams
Annual Parish Meeting
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study recently started a new weekly study
dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the Epehsians.
They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall and will resume
on January 7th. All the studies are available live on Livestream and
archived on YouTube.

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is
growing. Check it out in person or watch the
homily each week on Facebook
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† Annual Meeting On January 27th

N

otice is hereby given of the 232nd Annual Parish
Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 Whisconier Road,
Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 27th, 2019, in
Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am. The Rector will make appointments
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age
are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting.
There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at
8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.
Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at
10:30 am. There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum.
Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch.
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

T

his is to inform you that our sister, Marge Gruneberg, died last Friday, January 4th.
Surrounded by her children, she received final prayers that afternoon with the
anointing of Holy Oil as Psalm 91 was read to her. Marge was able to respond to us and
indicated that she was ready to be with God face to face.
Marge attended St. Paul's since childhood, walking several miles to
church by herself each week. "A tough farm girl," as her son
affectionately describes her, Marge was a loyal presence in our
Wednesday midweek service, faithfully reading the Psalm appointed for
worship that day and dutifully carrying forward the Offertory plate.
A few years ago Marge was no longer able to physically attend
church, a difficult reality for this tough farm girl accustomed to walking
all on her own. And so we would bring Holy Communion to her at
home, where she would read the Psalm in her living room. With
ongoing mobility issues, the reality of Psalm 91 began to become even
more real: On their hands angels will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone
(v.12).
A no-nonsense master of detail, and never one to complain, Marge worked for many years
as a bookkeeper of a shoe company in Danbury, loved her family and cherished her town of
Brookfield. Now Marge has gone to be with God with the Psalmist's promise: Because she
holds fast to me in love, I will deliver her (v.14).
Now, our Risen Lord, with angelic help, has carried Marge, home. Click here for a link to
her obituary.
May Marge now rest in peace and rise with Christ in glory.
Faithfully,
Fr. Joe

Milestones - If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;
if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.
1 Corinthians 12:26.
Died - Jean Steele Stauffer
April 19, 1929 - December 31, 2018.
The Burial Rite for Jean will be held on January 19th at 11 am at St. Paul’s.
Click here for a link to Jean Stauffer’s obituary.
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† The Baptism of Our Lord

T

his Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of Our
Lord which is remembered each year on the Sunday
following the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6. The event of
Christ’s baptism is recorded in all four gospel accounts:
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out
of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Mark
1:9-11).
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I
am well pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22).
“The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared,
‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.” I myself did not know him; but
I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be
revealed to Israel.’ And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not
know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see
the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself
have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God’” (John 1:29-34).
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would
have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But
Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased’” (Matthew 3:13-17).
Last Sunday
afternoon
around 2:30 pm
we spotted
these two
visitors in our
meadow. The
Bobcat (Lynx
rufus) is an
adaptable
predator that
inhabits
wooded areas.
It is about
twice as large
as the domestic
cat. It has
distinctive
black bars on
its forelegs and
a black-tipped,
stubby (or
"bobbed") tail.
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† Saints of God
Thursday, January 10th

William Laud

W

Archbishop of Canterbury, 1645

illiam Laud, born in 1573, became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1633, having
been Charles I’s principal ecclesiastical adviser for several years before. He
was the most prominent of a new generation of Churchmen who disliked
many of the ritual practices which had
developed during the reign of Elizabeth I,
and who were bitterly opposed by the
“Puritans.”
Laud believed the Church of England to
be in direct continuity with the medieval
Church, and he stressed the unity of Church
and State, exalting the role of the king as
the supreme governor. He emphasized the
priesthood and the Sacraments, particularly
the Eucharist, and caused consternation by
insisting on the reverencing of the Altar,
returning it to its pre-Reformation position
against the east wall of the church, and hedging it about with rails.
As head of the courts of High Commission and Star Chamber, Laud was abhorred for the
harsh sentencing of prominent Puritans. His identification with the unpopular policies of
King Charles, his support of the war against Scotland in 1640, and his efforts to make the
Church independent of Parliament, made him widely disliked. He was impeached for
treason by the Long Parliament in 1640, and finally beheaded on January 10, 1645.
Laud’s reputation has remained controversial to this day. Honored as a martyr and
condemned as an intolerant bigot, he was compassionate in his defense of the rights of the
common people against the landowners. He was honest, devout, loyal to the king and to the
rights and privileges of the Church of England. He tried to reform and protect the Church in
accordance with his sincere convictions. But in many ways he was out of step with the
views of the majority of his countrymen, especially about the “Divine Right of Kings.”
He made a noble end, praying on the scaffold: “The Lord receive my soul, and have
mercy upon me, and bless this kingdom with peace and charity, that there may not be this
effusion of Christian blood amongst them.”

† Annual Meeting Brunch
OMG !
Here’s a
baptism gone
wrong!
Pray that Fr.
Joe has better
luck on Sunday
than this priest.
At least as a
consolation as the
priest finally
says, “He’s
baptized!”
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Please donate a brunch item for the January 27th
Annual Meeting Brunch/Extended Coffee Hour to
be held between the services prior to the actual
meeting. Some food suggestions would be a hot egg
or breakfast dish, bagels with cream cheese,
muffins, donuts, cake, cut up fruit or any
item of your choice. Please put your
name and item donation on the sign
up sheet that is on the table at the
back of the church. Your donation
may be left on the table in Crocker
Hall the morning of the service. If
you have any questions, please call
Mary Allen at 203-775-6633. Thank
you all in advance for assuring that this
year's meeting will be a huge success!

† God Is Love
Isaiah 43:1-7 • Psalm. 29 • Acts 8:14-17 • Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

T

he word love, although abused by overuse and sentimentality, remains profoundly
significant for Christian faith. Replacing it with the New Testament agape or
charity may give it a scholastic sound, but in the end love is the English word we need to
speak of God’s relationship with created things.
God’s very being is love. God is begetting love, responsive love, and love’s eternal
flow. God is one in a triune community of love. Before the heavens and earth were made,
God is love. God’s love is full and sufficient, for he has it completely and without defect.
In a sense, God’s inner life of love is unifying, but without any suggestion of discord. Try
these words of Thomas Aquinas and think slowly: “To a great extent love is called a unitive
power in God, but without composition; because that good which God wants for himself is
none other than himself who is good through his own essence” (Summa Theologiae
I.q20.a1.ad3). God is sheer and absolute love, begetting without loss, responding in
freedom, shared in perennial exchange.
God is love without beginning and
without end. Creation begins, though it
begins from that same eternal love that
God is. “The love of God,” Aquinas says,
“is pouring and creating goodness into all
things” (I.q20.a2). There is, we dare to
say, something of God in all things, for
God, who is the cause of all things, has
through the abundance of his loving
goodness and his providence gone outside
himself to every existing thing. God is,
and God is love. God creates for love and
cannot hate anything he has made.
Listen to love: “But now thus says the
Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he
who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for
I have redeemed you; I have called you by
name, you are mine” (Isa. 43:1). “I will
be with you, I am your Savior, you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love
you” (Isa. 43:2-4). This same love comes to the Church and all the baptized as the gift of
the Holy Spirit. What happened to Jesus happens to us. “Now when all the people were
baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22).
Indeed, as the prologue of John’s Gospel states, “But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God” (1:12-13). The very love with which
the Father loves the Son is the love God lavishes on us in his Son. We are in Christ; we are
branches of the vine; we are members of his body.
Because the love of God in Christ that has been poured into our hearts is nothing less
than God, this love can and will feel, though not always, like an overwhelming power.
God’s love is an overwhelming goodness that sustains all things as they ought to be, which
purges and strips away sin, the flesh, and the devil. So, God is holy splendor, thunder,
power, and majesty. God makes the trees tremble and rattles the earth. God shakes the
wilderness. All say of God, “Glory, Glory, Glory!” (Ps. 29). God breaks into our world.
God disrupts our lives insofar as we do not yet know that he is our life.
When we most deeply know God, we know ourselves loved by him.
Look It Up
Read Isaiah 43:1-7.
Think About It
The power of love in you.

-from The Living Church, 2019
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† Vestry Meeting
December 12th

Opening: Dave Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:34 pm. Susan
Champagne led a Bible study on patience,
one of the fruits of the spirit. The Bible
mentions patience thirty-three times in the
New Testament: 1 Thes 5;13, Hebrews 12:1,
Col 1:11, James 1:3-4, Ps 37:7, James 5:7-8
and many others, encouraging us to develop
and practice patience. Susan’s faith has
grown along with her patience.
Polly Sorrentino gave her testimony using
many fun pictures and props. She was born
into an Episcopal family and attended church
regularly and was confirmed and married in
the Episcopal church. When she moved to
Brookfield with her husband, she went
looking for a parish and settled into St.
James in Danbury where Laura Ahrens was

the rector. After Rev. Ahrens left to become
a Bishop, Polly came to St. Paul’s in search
of a new parish home. She was warmly
welcomed and was happy to hear that St.
Paul’s has a quilt group! Polly is now
happily at home at St. Paul’s and an integral
member of the active quilt group. The
November minutes were approved as
corrected under Old Business to read “ The
Vestry approved the cost of the lighting
upgrade.”
Treasurer’s Report: Approximately
$30,000 is needed to end the year in the

black.
Committee Reports: :
Dave Allen went over the
Property Committee report
for December his written report.
Annual Reports for the 2018 Annual
Meeting are due January 14, 2018.
Rector’s Report: Fr. Joe reported that
Bill Schrull is doing well after his surgery
and is recovering at home. The men’s Bible
study retreat will be on January 11th and
12th at Camp Washington with 30 men
attending. The Church School Pageant will
be held at the 10:30 service on December
16th, Lessons and Carols will be held at 5:00
on December 16th. Chris Goodman will
give a testimony on Stewardship at the 8:00
service, December 16th. We
have new people coming to
church every week. Fr. Joe
loves being our rector.
Old Business: The Mission
Budget for 2019 was approved
as presented last month.
New Business: Salary review: a 3.0%
increase was approved for all employees by
the Vestry in recognition of everyone’s good
work. The Annual Meeting will be held
January 27, 2019.
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 8:30 pm by Mary Perry.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

† Transforming Stewardship
“John answered them all, ‘I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier
than I is coming…he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit...’” (Luke 3:16)

J

esus’ immersion in the water is a sign for all human beings of the need
to die to themselves to do God’s will. In other words, as baptized
Christians there is only one gift that we need to give to Jesus - the gift of
ourselves. Once we surrender ourselves to God, we will know in our hearts
what God calls us to do.

And on that day you shall say, Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his
Name.
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† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his
message for over 40 years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment
on the proud who sought to save themselves. But through him God also
comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and
enlightenment. Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am. For more
info email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.
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Amazing Grace For The New Year

O

n the very first Sunday of 1773, John Newton, the well-known
evangelist and hymn writer, presented a sermon to his Olney
congregation with the new year in mind. His message was based on the
scripture from 1 Chronicles 17:16-17 which highlighted the deep spiritual
reflection of King David when he prayed, “Who am I, O LORD God, and
what is mine house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?”
To further emphasize this reflection of God’s grace in one’s life, Newton
composed a poem set to music titled “Faith’s Review and Expectation”
which was to be sung as an accompaniment to his new year’s message.
This hymn would later be known as Amazing Grace.
It was no doubt Newton’s hope that his lyrics would focus the
congregation’s attention and set their hearts on the blessings of God’s grace
in bringing them to Jesus Christ for salvation, both now and forever. Little
did he know, however, the impact and popularity it would soon have on
audiences through the coming centuries.
Sadly, within a few hours after preaching this sermon with the
accompanying hymn, John Newton was deflated and scribbled his feelings
in his diary:
“Hope I was enabled to speak with some liberty, but found my own
heart sadly unaffected.”
Though the immediate fruit of his sermon and hymn was not revealed to
Newton on that day, the Lord was surely pleased with his heartbroken
servant’s work and found it more than acceptable as a humble and
honorable service to His glory. History has proven this to be true, and God
is to be praised for how Newton’s hymn has risen to such fame and
transfixed the world.
As we start a new year, I thought it fitting to meditate on John Newton’s
sermon notes from that first Sunday in 1773 where Amazing Grace was
first sung. I believe his sermon notes can be used as an inspiring guide to
walk a believer (or unbeliever) through each line to reveal and discuss the
lyrics’ true spiritual significance. For your convenience, I have formatted
below the basic outline of Newton’s original notations from 1773, only
altering his text for easier reading and to facilitate a more personal
introspection, in the hope that the Holy Spirit might work on the heart and
turn it to Christ and His glorious (and yes, amazing) grace.
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

by C. R. Carmichael

John Newton’s Sermon Notes For “Amazing Grace”

King David’s Prayer, 1 Chronicles 17:16-17:
Then David the king went in and sat before the Lord and said, “Who am I, O Lord
God, and what is my house that You have brought me this far? This was a small
thing in Your eyes, O God; but You have spoken of Your servant’s house for a
great while to come, and have regarded me according to the standard of a man of
high degree, O Lord God.
I would accommodate [this passage of scripture] to our own use as a proper subject for our
meditations on the entrance of a new year. They lead us to a consideration of past mercies
and future hopes and intimate the frame of mind which becomes us when we contemplate
what the Lord has done for us.
Who Am I?
Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound)
That sav’d a wretch like me!
The frame of mind should be humility and
admiration.
Who am I? This question should be always
upon my your mind: Who am I? What was I
when the Lord began to manifest His
purposes of love? This was often inculcated
upon Israel, Thou shalt remember – Look
unto the pit from which we were taken. Lord,
what is man! At that time I was:
I Was Miserable
Shut up under the law and unbelief. What
must have been the event had the Lord left
me there? After a few years spent in vanity, I would have sunk to rise no more.
I Was Rebellious
Blinded by the god of this world, I had no desire for deliverance. Instead of desiring the
Lord’s help, I breathed a spirit of defiance against Him. His mercy came to me not only
undeserved but undesired. In fact, I (like others) resisted his call, and when he knocked at
the door of my heart I endeavored to shut Him out till He overcame me by the power of His
grace. See the proper characteristics of my state: “For we also once were foolish ourselves,
disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice
and envy, hateful, hating one another” (Titus 3:3).
I Was & Still Am Undeserving
It was the Lord against whom I sinned and Who showed me mercy. He had no need to do
this. What just cause of admiration, that He should appoint such salvation, in such a way, in
favor of such a helpless, worthless creature?
God Has Brought Me To This Place
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.
’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears reliev’d;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believ’d!
Before My Conversion
His providential care preserving me from a thousand seen, millions of unseen dangers, when
I knew Him not. His secret guidance, leading me by a way which I knew not, till His time
of love came to me.
At My Conversion
The means by which He wrought upon me, those supports in the time of conviction, and the
never-to-be-forgotten hour when He enabled me to hope in His mercy.
Since I Was First Enabled To Give Up My Name To Him
Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares,
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

I have already come;
’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.
Mercy and goodness have followed me. In earthly concerns, He has led and fed me. Many
have fallen when I have been preserved, or if afflicted, I have found Him a present help in
trouble. In spiritual concerns, He preserved me from wasting sins, from gross errors, but He
was also restoring and healing me, maintaining His hold in my heart, not withstanding so
much opposition, so many temptations and provocations. The comforts I have had in secret
and public worship, the seasonable and undoubted answers to prayer. Grace to anyone dear
to me, peace in my family, and His blessing me with a church and a people.
You Have Spoken About My Future
The Lord has promis’d good to me,
His word my hope secures;
He will my shield and portion be,
As long as life endures.
Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail,
And mortal life shall cease;
I shall possess, within the veil,
A life of joy and peace.
Are these small things? Yes, compared to what follows – He has spoken for a great while to
come, even to Eternity. Present mercies are but earnests of His love, present comforts but
foretastes of the joy to which I am hastening. O that crown, that kingdom, that eternal
weight of glory! I am traveling home to God. I shall soon see Jesus, and never complain of
sin, sorrow, temptation or desertion any more.
He Has Dealt With Me According To The Estate Of A Man Of High Degree. He Found
Me Upon The Dunghill And Has Made Me A Companion Of Princes. I Was In A
Wilderness And He Has Led Me To The City Of God.
What should be my grateful response?
Love, Gratitude, Obedience
Romans 12:1 [I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.]
Trust And Confidence
We have good reason to cast our cares upon him, and to be satisfied with his appointments.
Hitherto he has done all things well [Mark 7:37].
Patience
Yet a little while and we shall be at home. Romans 13:11 [And that, knowing the time, that
now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we first
believed].
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow,
The sun forbear to shine;
But God, who call’d me here below,
Will be forever mine.
Newton’s Final Note To The Congregation
We are spared thus far – But some, I fear, are strangers to the promises. You are entered
upon a New Year. It may be your last. You are at present barren trees in the vineyard. O
fear, lest the sentence should go forth: “Cut it down.”
Epilogue
Though added to Newton’s hymn in E.O. Excell’s Coronation Hymns in 1910, it is a
suitable, praiseworthy addendum to the rich biblical sentiments of Amazing Grace. May the
words resound in your heart in full-throated faith!
When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun!
– Based upon the transcription of John Newton’s sermon notebook, Lambeth Palace
Library, by Marylynn Rouse, and slightly altered by The Sandwich for this particular,
contemporary usage.
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† You Can Help

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients
to put their food in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you
usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place donations in
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

“Y

ou are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” In our own
Baptism, we have been “marked as Christ’s own forever.” God is always
with us, and we are his beloved children.
He longs for us to build a real, holy
relationship with him. Part of being a good
steward is using the tools of prayer, study,
corporate worship and generous giving to
move steadily and intentionally toward that
holy relationship.
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

† Art in the Bible
Baptism of Jesus

1950
Castera Bazille
Cathedrale de Sainte Trinite,
Port-au-Prince , Haiti
Artwork in Holy Trinity
Anglican Cathedral, Port au
Prince Haiti -- mostly
destroyed by earthquake on
Jan. 12, 2010. Castera Bazile
painted this section celebrating
Christ's baptism. Attempts are
underway to retain as many
sections of the damaged
murals as possible, so that
reconstruction attempts can
eventually begin, when
appropriate and when funding
has been secured. The entire
cathedral interior was covered
with murals painted by Haitian
artists during the period from
1950-1951.
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the
Promised Land Part I.”
People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the
Promised Land.
The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild
Room. Grab a cup of coffee and join us.

† Happy Birthday to You!

B

rendan Connors & David Chadwick celebrate
tomorrow! Monday is the big day for Nathaniel Hill &
Selma Lindsay. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all
day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely
to be threadbare. Once again, this year we are collecting
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter
throughout the winter months. Place donations in the
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel
good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David
Szen

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.
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† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
Click on the “Give Now” button at the top left of the first page.
Click on the “Create Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.
After you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your
contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Empowered for Ministry
Isaiah 43:1-7
n this prophetic reading the Lord assures Israel that they are God’s chosen people.
They are not to fear: God will save them. It is the time of the end of the exile, and
God, who created the servant Israel, now promises to deliver the Lord’s own out of all their
troubles. Sons and daughters will be summoned from the ends of the earth-everyone called
by God’s name and formed for God’s glory.
Psalm 29
The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a thunderstorm: the Lord is mighty
over land and sea.
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
In this New Testament account we hear of the spread of the
early church as converts are received from among the Samaritans.
Jesus' baptism is not about
Many Jews would have felt ethnic tension and even animosity
toward Samaritans. Peter and John travel to Samaria and lay their
repentance. It is about his
hands upon the converts, that they might receive
identity being publically, ritually
the Holy Spirit and know the fullness of God’s
presence and power. The Lord’s Spirit continues
re-rooted into God. And this re
to work in surprising ways, surmounting cultural
-rooting of OUR identities
barriers and traditional enmities as the gospel
continues its progress.
continues to be the primary work

I

of the church today.
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ baptism. Some
people expected that John the Baptist might be the Christ, but he points to a
yet mightier one to come whose baptism will be decisive. The Holy Spirit is
then manifest and shows this one to be Jesus. A voice from heaven speaks to him in words
that echo ancient oracles concerning the king and the calling of the Lord’s chosen servant.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

“N

omad or Pilgrim? It depends. Do you know
where you are going to end up?" To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday
Sermons. Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. Peter’s, Cheshire; Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church,
Collinsville; St. James’, Danbury.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Ministry to, with, and for the deaf.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee
Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer,
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie,
Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Uganda; the people of Palau; Diocese of Leeds
(England) The Rt Revd Nicholas Baines (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and brother
members of the Simalungun Protestant Christian Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of January.
.....Precision Plumbing & Drains, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....Those About To Be Baptized or To Renew Their Baptismal Covenant.
.....That we may fulfill our own Baptismal call by giving ourselves entirely to God and
answer His call to holiness.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much. She is 98 years old and needs
prayers for comfort and peace.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Paper Plane
This is a short film about
prayer. Enjoy.
Scalzo vid
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

the Week!
f
o
t
c
a
F
m
o
Rand
Epiphany

… that the
Did you know Many a Noble City"
Has
hymn "Earth al Magi (pictured) was
ic
bl
bi
e
governor?
about th
en by a Roman
tt
ri
w
ly
al
in
orig

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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