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Agape Is Above all Spiritual Gifts 

“The greatest of these is love” 
   1 Corinthians 13:13 

Dear Friends, 

 

T 
he word, love, as found throughout this Sunday's Epistle is the 

Greek word, agape, defined as a love that proactively cherishes 

without 

expecting anything in 

return.  Agape is found 

only about twenty times 

in the Greek translation of 

the Old Testament, and 

hardly ever seen in ancient 

Greek literature.  Yet 

after Jesus the word 

emerges and begins to 

flow freely among his 

followers and across the 

pages of the New Testament.  

Described as a fruit of the 

Spirit, the evidence of Christ in 

one’s life, agape is above all 

spiritual gifts.  Jesus calls us to 

love one another as a sign of our 

visible discipleship in a manner that gives rather than takes, serves rather 

than overpowers, and forgives rather than resents.  At St. Paul's, God 

continues to show us the agape way as we follow Jesus, share life together 

and serve in His name. 

Faithfully, 

Vol. LXVI-No. 2 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

St. Paul’s Church 

174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com


 3 

 

 

†  Door Access Update 

H ello St. Paul’s family! We want to update you on the door security and access plan 

for the building.  We want our church building to be a welcoming haven for 

members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and well-being of all who enter 

our building. 

In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking everyone to enter 

through the back door for all church business.  This will not apply during regular Sunday 

and Wednesday services where all doors will be open to allow for easy access.  All other 

church business, committee meetings or ministry events throughout the rest of the week will 

need to enter the building using the back door before opening the rest of the building. 

At the end of January, the locks on the exterior doors of the church will be changed.  

Starting Feb 1st, the only access into the building will be through the glass door at the back 

of the building using the keypad entry.  During meetings and events, all remaining exterior 

doors can be opened by using the Allen key in the push bar.  It will be the responsibility of 

the ministry leader to make sure that all the doors are locked when the event is over. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 31 - 7:00 pm - Finance Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Feb   2 -  The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Feb   3 -  4th Sunday after the Epiphany 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

  5:00 pm - Super Bowl Party, Guild Room 
Mon, Feb   4 -10:30 am - Christian Caring, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (Livestream) 
Tues, Feb   5 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Feb   6 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 

Thu, Feb   7 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  6:30 pm - Safety Committee, Class Room 
  7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Feb   9 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
 -10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, Feb 10 -  5th Sunday after the Epiphany 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (Livestream) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (Livestream) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/livestream.html
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 †  2019 - St. Paul’s Vestry 

Fr. Joe Shepley, Rector 

Sandra Visser 

Susan Champagne 
Dave Allen Larry Creagh 

Dave Williams - Warden 

Mary Beth Durkin 

 

Lyndon Thomas 

 

 

Lois Hunt - Clerk 

Polly Sorrentino 

Joe Bernardo * Cathy Schrull 

* Delegates to Diocesan Convention 

Mary Perry - Warden 

Chuck Allen - Treasurer 

Alex Naradzay 
George Stowell Dan Meyer 
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†  Though Rejected, He Saves  
 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 • Psalm. 71:1-6 • 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 • Luke 4:21-30 

 

A 
fter his baptism, Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit.  He was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness and to return to Galilee.  The Spirit is divine love, apart from 
which Jesus can do nothing.  He lives 

in the Spirit, and yet Jesus has deigned to be 
among sinners in a world of sin, among his own 
who reject him, among demons who taunt him. 

“The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become 
bread’” (Luke 4:3).  “The devil led him up and 
showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world” (Luke 4:5).  “The devil took him to 
Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the 
temple” (Luke 4:9).  Jesus was led by the devil, but 
not duped by the allure of worldly power, holding 
as he does all power and glory and honor forever 
and ever.  Using words of Scripture in his defense, 
Jesus repelled the devil’s attack, and the devil 
departed until an opportune time.  What a haunting 
phrase, until an opportune time!  The Passion of 
Jesus Christ is ever present.  John Donne said it 
most beautifully and painfully: “His birth and his 
death were but one continual act, and his 
Christmas Day and his Good Friday were but the 
evening and the morning of one and the same 
day” (Christmas Sermon, 1626). 

Jesus was opposed by the world he made and 
by his own people (John 1:10-11). Returning to his hometown of Nazareth, he entered the 
synagogue and read from the prophet Isaiah.  Returning the scroll to the attendant, Jesus sat 
down. “The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he began to say to them, 
‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’  And all spoke well of him and 
were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth” (Luke 4:20-22).  Jesus read 
about good news to the poor, release to captives, the recovery of sight, the oppressed going 
free, and the arrival of the year of the Lord’s favor.  Hearing that “Today this scripture has 
been fulfilled,” worshipers in the synagogue were lifted up by an ancient yearning.  Is the 
kingdom at hand?  Will God vindicate his people?  Has our hour come? 

Quickly, however, the crowd turned against Jesus.  Reaching into their shared tradition,  
Jesus told the story of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath; he told the story of Elisha and 
Naaman the Syrian; he told the congregants what they already knew.  God wills to save the 
world, including the foreigner.  They heard this as a judgment against them, which in some 
sense it was, but it was also a judgment against religion as a sacred canopy erected to protect 
and buttress only one tribe or nation.  Nations make rumors of war and lash out in war, and 
do so with a special vehemence when stoked by religion.  The people of Nazareth attending 
their synagogue that day wanted what most religious people want.  They wanted God to do 
their bidding; they wanted a transcendent justification for a long list of bad ideas and 
prejudices.  They knew better and sometimes wanted better, but the devil led them too.  The 
devil wants a vehement and narrow religion, one for each group and all contradictory. 

Jesus is opposed even now because his outstretched arms include the whole world.  In 
love, however - thanks be to God - he saves the ungodly, the unworthy, the lost. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Luke 4:28.  
 

Think About It 
Are you filled with rage?  Pray for a contrite and broken heart. 

 - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jer.+1%3A4-10&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ps.+71%3A1-6&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Cor.+13%3A1-13&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4%3A21-30&version=NRSV
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Feb   3rd 8 am   Lois Hunt 10:30 am   Laura & Ron Switzer 
Feb 10th 8 am   Wanzer’s  10:30 am   DeSanti / Pascoa 
Feb 17th 8 am   Maier’s  10:30 am   Amy Boyce 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

O ur Men’s Bible Study recently started a new weekly study 

dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the Epehsians.  

They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All the 

studies are available live on Facebook and archived on YouTube. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  Check it out in person or watch the 

homily each week on Facebook 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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Parish Musician Luncheon 
 Sunday, February 17

rd
 from 1-3pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington 

 This gathering is for the principal musician of each Episcopal parish in the 
Northwest Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.  There are a couple 
new musicians in our community, so we will spend some time getting to know 
each other.  Several people have expressed interest and ideas for 

collaborative musical events, so we will be discussing some ideas and hopefully 
make some plans for Spring 2019. 

Please share this date with the principal musician in your parish.  Email Eliza 
Marth at emarth@epsicopalct.org with questions and you may use this link on 
Eventbrite to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwest-parish-musician-
luncheon-tickets-53928610927 

Are You Interested? 
Revival 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry rocked the 79
th
 General Convention this summer 

in Austin, Texas with a Revival.  This is a part of a wider Episcopal Revival 
movement.  Are you and your parish interested in this?  Could we do a revival in our 
Northwest Region?  Click here to read more about Episcopal Revivals across The 
Episcopal Church. Email Eliza at emarth@episcopalct.org if you are interested. 
 

Vestry as Spiritual Practice: Northwest Region Collaborative Vestry Retreat 

Saturday, February 16
th
 from 8:30am-3:30pm at Camp Washington  

Please join vestries from around the Northwest Region for a Collaborative Vestry 

Retreat.  We will spend the morning exploring the ways in which being on a Vestry 

is a spiritual practice.  This will be a combination of teaching and reflection/

discussion with people from other parishes.  There will also be time to reflect/

discuss with your own Vestry. 

The afternoon session will be breakout conversations around interest-based 

affinity groups.  These will come to light as folks register.  Examples include: 

wardens, faith in action, youth and evangelism. 

Please use this link to register.  Cost is $30 dollars per person and includes use of 
space, morning munchies, coffee/tea and lunch.  Please discuss with your parish if 
you will be paying individually or if the parish will be covering the cost.  Entire 
vestries are invited to participate, as well as individuals or smaller groups from 
vestries.  We hope you can join this grand experiment and adventure! 

Get Connected 
 

Check out our Northwest Region – The Episcopal Church in 
Connecticut Facebook page! Like us and we will like you – share your 

parish events – find out about Northwest Region events: 
www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT 

 
Eliza Marth 

Northwest Region Missionary  
emarth@episcopalct.org 860-387-2190 

mailto:emarth@epsicopalct.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwest-parish-musician-luncheon-tickets-53928610927
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/episcopal-revivals
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdRIZe_zcZ_8uADargZdEDurxJnpahVv3pk6Og-BLHF7zkChg/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT/
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
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†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 3rd we will be 
hosting our 4th annual Super Bowl 

party!  We’re setting up our big 
screen in the Guild Room.  And 
you’re invited.  Men, women, 

children.  It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re routing for the Patriots or the Rams.  Or if you even 
care!  Just bring yourself, your favorite appetizer, beverage or snacks.  
And maybe wear your favorite team shirt.  No cost.  No fuss.  We’ll 
start at 5 pm; kickoff 6:30.  Contact Ken Perry, Ron Switzer or Dave 
Szen for more info.  Weather permitting, and the weather looks 
good, a pregame tailgate party is a possibility! 

†  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, January 31st 
 

 
Samuel Shoemaker 

Priest and Evangelist, 1963 
 

B 
orn in Baltimore in 1893, Sam Shoemaker was a highly influential priest of the 
Episcopal Church and is remembered for his empowerment of the ministry of the 
laity. 

While attending Princeton University, 
Shoemaker came under the influence of 
several major evangelical thinkers, among 
them Robert Speer and John Mott.  After 
college he spent several years in China and 
came under the influence of Frank 
Buchman, founder of The Oxford Group, a 
group initially oriented toward the personal 
evangelization of the wealthy and 
influential.  Although he would eventually 
break from Buchman, aspects of the Oxford 
Group’s approach would influence 
Shoemaker for the rest of his life. 

Training for the priesthood at The General Seminary, Shoemaker became an Episcopal 
priest in 1921.  After a brief curacy and further involvement with student ministry at 
Princeton, Shoemaker was called in 1925 to become the Rector of Calvary Church, New 
York City, a post he held for sixteen years.  During his tenure, Calvary’s ministry grew 
exponentially, largely through Shoemaker’s ability to hold in creative tension the power of 
personal evangelism and giving authentic witness to one’s faith while remaining faithful to 
the liturgical and sacramental traditions of the church. 

Two significant movements - Faith at Work and Alcoholics Anonymous - have their 
roots in Shoemaker’s work at Calvary Church, New York City.  Faith at Work, founded in 
1926, grew out of Shoemaker’s passion for personal witness in the workplace.  In the 
1940’s, the movement became increasingly ecumenical and many of the leaders of spiritual 
renewal in mainstream American evangelicalism have connections to Shoemaker’s Faith at 
Work movement. 

Also during Shoemaker’s tenure at Calvary, New York, Alcoholics Anonymous was 
founded.  Although Shoemaker did not create A.A., his work provided the foundation, based 
upon principles he learned earlier from the Oxford Group, for the need to be recognized and 
the movement to flourish.  Much of the teaching upon which A.A. is built bears the 
unmistakable influence of Shoemaker who is generally regarded as the spiritual mentor of 
the movement.  

Later in life, Shoemaker served as Rector of Calvary Church, Pittsburgh.  He died in 
1963.  
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†  God’s Grand Thought 
“My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.” - Isaiah 46:10 
 

T here is one grand idea running through the whole of Scripture from Genesis to 
Revelation; and this one grand idea runs through every part of the sacred page, and, 

like a golden band, unites the whole together.  What is this one grand thought?  God has 
many thoughts as well as we, for he tells us that “the thoughts of his heart stand to all 
generations.”  But we read also in the same verse of “the counsel of the Lord, which 
standeth for ever;” and elsewhere of his “working all things after the counsel of his own 
will” (Psalm 33:11; Eph. 1:11). 

Thus in the mind of God, as well as in the mode of his subsistence, there is unity and 
variety.  There is his one thought, and his many thoughts; for though his thoughts are many, 
his counsel is but one; and this counsel is the exaltation and glorification of his dear Son… 

The word of God is a perfect mystery to us, and we see no beauty or harmony in the 
various books of either the Old Testament or the New until we see the mind of God in it, 
gather up God’s thoughts, and especially that grand thought which binds the whole together: 
the exaltation of his dear Son to his own right hand as the promised reward of his sufferings 
and death, and the glorious result of his resurrection and ascension up to the courts of bliss. 

— From J.C. Philpot’s Through Baca’s Vale 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

S tuart Terrill celebrates tomorrow!  Sunday is the big day for 

Heather Melody, Heather Onorato & Patrick Kane. Throw 

a party on Monday for Joyce McKenna.  Bake a cake for Lois Hunt 

& Roseann Hodge on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

1 Corinthians: 13 is probably one of the most 
familiar parts of scripture, especially used at 

marriage ceremonies.  But its description of love’s 
attributes, and the advice to remember that we see 
only in part, and will only later be enlightened about 
the true breath of God’s love for all of us, is 
welcome reassurance for those of us who sometimes 
struggle to stay faithfully on the steward’s path. 

H ow did the people of Nazareth react when Jesus said "no 

prophet is accepted in his hometown."?     Luke 4:24-30 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+4:24-30&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Bold as a Lion  
by Steve Hemming 

“The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion.” 
Provers 28:1 

 

O 
ur Lord Jesus Christ is known as the Lion of Judah (Revelations 5:5).  Jesus 
spoke boldly throughout His walk 
on the earth, out of obedience 

and trust in the Father (John 12:49).  In 
obedience and trust, we too, are to be 
bold in Him. 

Are you bold when it comes to 
sharing God’s word with others?  If 
not, then we need to pray for boldness, 
for God is the One who makes us 
bold; “In the day when I cried out, 
You answered me, and made me bold 
with strength in my soul” (Psalm 
138:3). 

In Acts 4, the apostles prayed for 
boldness, with tremendous results; 
“For truly against Your holy Servant 
Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and 
the people of Israel, were gathered together to 
do whatever Your hand and Your purpose 
determined before to be done.  Now, Lord, look on 
their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all 
boldness they may speak Your word, by stretching out 
Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done 
through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”  And when 
they had prayed, the place where they were assembled 
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness” 
verses 27-31 (see also Acts 14:3).  

 In Ephesians 6, after we 
put on our whole armor of 
God, we are to pray always 
for boldness to make know 
the mystery of the gospel 
(v. 19) and that we as 
ambassadors will speak 
boldly, as we ought to speak 
(v.20).  By praying for 
boldness, we can, “boldly 
say, The Lord is my helper; 
I will not fear.  What can 
man do to me?” (Hebrews 
13:6) 
 Let us continually pray 
for boldness, that we may 
join together with the Lion 
of Judah, and roar God’s 
words of salvation to the 
nations! 
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†  Art in the Bible 
Brow of the Hill Near Nazareth  

 

between 1886 and 1894  
Tissot, James Jacques Joseph, 1836-1902  

 

J acques Joseph Tissot, Anglicized as James 
Tissot, was a French painter and illustrator.  

He was a successful painter of Paris society before 
moving to London in 1871.  He became famous as 
a genre painter of fashionably dressed women 
shown in various scenes of everyday life.  He also 
painted scenes and characters from the Bible.  A 
devout Catholic, Tissot's mother instilled pious 
devotion in the future artist from a very young age.  
In 1885, Tissot had a revival of his Catholic faith, 
spending the rest of his life making paintings about 
Biblical events.  Many of his artist friends were 
skeptical about his conversion, as it conveniently 
coincided with reaction against the secular attitude 
of the French Third Republic.  To assist in his 
completion of biblical illustrations, Tissot traveled 
to the Middle East in 1886, 1889, and 1896 to 
make studies of the landscape and people. 

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, February 2nd 
 

Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

S aturday’s Feast is sometimes known as the Purification of Saint Mary the 
Virgin, sometimes as Candlemas.  In the Eastern Church it has been called 

the Meeting of Christ with Simeon.  Such a variety of names is sufficient testimony 
to the wealth of spiritual meaning that generations of Christians have discovered in 
this small incident. 

The title, “The Presentation,” reminds us of the Jewish law (Exodus 13:2; 22:29) 
that every firstborn son had to be dedicated to God in memory of the Israelites’ 
deliverance from Egypt, when the firstborn sons of the Egyptians died and those of 
Israel were spared. 

When Mary placed her small son into the arms of Simeon, it was the meeting of 
the Old and New Dispensations.  The old sacrifices, the burnt offerings and 
oblations, were done away; a new and perfect offering had come into the temple.  

God had provided himself a lamb for the burnt-offering (Genesis 22:8), his only Son.  The 
offering was to be made once for all on the cross.  At every Eucharist those who are in 
Christ recall that sinless offering and unite “themselves, their souls and bodies” with the self
-oblation of their Lord and Savior. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Love is patient, love is kind.  It is not jealous, it is not 
pompous.”   (1 Corinthians 13:4) 

 

D o you get jealous?  Do you focus more on the things 
that other people have than on the gifts that God has 

given to you?  Are you pompous?  Do you acquire more 
possessions to impress others?  At times we are all guilty of 
these things.  Pray for more humility.  Pray to become less 
self-centered and more God-centered. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Third_Republic
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†  Saints of God 

 

Thursday, January 31st 
 

Juan Bosco( John Bosco) 
Priest, 1818 

 

G 
iovanni Bosco was born near Turin, Italy.  His father died when he was two 
leaving his mother to provide marginal subsistence for the family.  He showed a 
remarkably sweet and kind disposition, which put 

him at odds with many of the rough boys with whom he grew 
up.  When he was nine, he received a vision.  Christ and the 
Blessed Virgin encouraged him to be kind, obedient and hard-
working and a great future would be shown him.  Don Bosco 
always counted this as the beginning of his vocation. 

Giovanni was fascinated by the traveling circuses which 
visited his region and went about learning to juggle, walk a 
tightrope and do magic tricks.  He put on local “shows” which 
drew both children and adults.  The “price” of admission to these 
exhibitions was time spent at the end of the show saying prayers 
together.  With help from some patrons who recognized his 
intelligence and talent, he attended seminary and when ordained 
took an appointment as chaplain to a girls boarding school. 

Don Bosco was not satisfied ministering only to well-to-do 
young women.  In time, every Sunday and feast day the campus 
filled up with ragamuffin boys who came for catechism, basic 
schooling and supervised play.  The raucous energy of the boys 
scandalized the school and Don Bosco was fired.  In 1846 he 
was able to open an orphanage and put the new work under the 
patronage of St. Francis de Sales.  With the help of an assistant 
priest and some seminarians he had groomed from among his 
boys, he formed the Salesian Order.  This order, grudgingly 
admired by secular politicians, was recognized by the Pope and 
grew to include women religious, lay brothers, and dedicated 
laity, operating orphanages, vocational schools and nighttime primary schools for working 
people. 

Don Bosco summed up his theory of education: “Every education teaches a philosophy 
by suggestion, implication, atmosphere.  Every part has a connection with every other part.  
If it does not combine to convey some general view of life, it is not education at all.” 

†  On Location: Mount Precipice 
Just south of Nazareth in the cliffs of Mt Kedumim is Mount Precipice, the traditional 

site of the cliff that an angry 

mob attempted to throw Jesus 

off of after his bold 

proclamation in the Nazareth 

synagogue (Luke 4:16-30).  The 

people of Nazareth, not 

accepting Jesus as Messiah tried 

to push him from the mountain, 

but "he passed through the midst 

of them and went away." 

   The site offers a panoramic 

view of the patchwork Jezreel 

Valley and Mount Tabor, 

especially nice at sunrise. 
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for 
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients 
to put their food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and 
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the pantry 
(gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you usually 
find at hotels are also needed.  Please place donations in Crocker 
Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 

 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of 

Isaiah, weekly on Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

ISAIAH  His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his 

message for over 40 years.  Through him the Lord pronounced 

judgment on the proud who sought to save themselves.  But through 

him God also comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of 

Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set 

free....the hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered. 



16  

 

 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors! 

O ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3 

Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors 

and inviting a different parent to join class each week.  

Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for 

them.  They are invited to follow their child to class following 

the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening prayer, 

participate in the class discussion and bring a special snack 

for the class to enjoy!  We hope that this will better connect 

families with their child’s teacher and what they are learning 

in Sunday School each week.  Please look for more 

information coming soon in an email from your child’s 

teacher.  Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have 

any questions. 

 

https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the 

Promised Land Part I.” 

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 
 

The Rector's Forum meets every Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild 

Room.  Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 
 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a 
card from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for 
that request for one week.  How comforting to know that your 
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for 
someone else’s!  You might just be praying for the person 
sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please send your 

request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

A True Vocation 
 

 Jeremiah 1:4-10 

F rom the opening lesson we hear the story of the calling of Jeremiah to be a prophet 

of the Lord.  Jeremiah protests that he is inadequate to the task, but the Lord 

promises to be with him.  He has been chosen to prophesy destruction and exile for Judah.  

Yet he will also help his people find a faith which can survive without city and sanctuary 

until they are one day brought back to Jerusalem. 

 Psalm 71:1-6 

A prayer that God will continue to be one’s refuge and stronghold. 

 1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

In this epistle lesson Paul continues his discussion of spiritual gifts by placing them all 

within the context of the greatest gift of love.  Unless the members of the 

church are anchored in the love of God found in Christ, all other gifts and 

expressions of the Holy Spirit are without 

value.  The love of God is both the source 

and end of all spiritual gifts.  Faith and 

hope, too, are chief among the gifts, but the 

measure of all things is love. 

 Luke 4:21-30  

     In our gospel we hear how Jesus 

encounters opposition in the synagogue of 

his own town of Nazareth.  The 

congregation admires his words, but is also 

perplexed because they know his human 

origins.  Jesus recognizes that people are unlikely to expect a prophet from 

among their own, and he reminds them how Elijah and Elisha did certain of their miracles 

for non-Jews.  These illustrations (which point to the later ministry of Christianity to the 

Gentiles) 

deeply disturb 

the 

congregation, 

and Jesus is 

forced to leave 

for Capernaum 

to continue his 

ministry. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

B one Setting 101.  (Alternative title: No Scissors 
Allowed).  To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 
our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 4:21-30 

This, of course, will 

not be the last time 

words and wits will fail 

Jesus' opponents and 

they will resort to 

violence.  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Immanuel St. James, Derby; Epiphany, Durham; St. Gabriel’s, 
East Berlin; St. Stephen’s, East Haddam. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Comite Hispano, Spanish language Cursillo, Latino/Hispanic 
ministry in CT. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock, 
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa 
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee 
Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Karen and Jenna 
Lynn Baish continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Armenia; the people of Albania; Diocese of Tabora 
(Tanzania) The Rt Revd Elias Chakupewa (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and brother 
members of the Church of Scotland. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of February. 
.....Elmer’s Diner, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Departed. 
.....That we live more “God centered” lives and live less “self-centered” lives. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary 
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much.  She is 98 years old and needs 
prayers for comfort and peace.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Sally 
 

Sally, played by 
actress Nancy Travis 
(So I Married an Axe 
Murderer, The Bill 
Engvall Show, Last 
Man Standing) will 
change the way you 
think in a matter of 

minutes. .  

Scalzo vid 

https://www.immstjames.org/
https://www.epiphanydurham.org/
https://www.stgabrielseastberlinct.org/
https://www.ststeves.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
https://www.facebook.com/GMVCC/
http://elmersdiner.com/C:/Users/dszen_000.SAINT_PAULS/Documents/hp.applications.package.appdata
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/departed.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_8kuHtgMV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_8kuHtgMV0
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Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

February Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

February 17th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen / Mike Kirner 

Acolyte:  Christopher Goodman 

Lector:  Jeremiah 17:5-10  Ingrid Pruss 

Intercessor:  John Tuthill 

Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 1     1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Jeremiah 17:5-10  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 1     1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 February 10th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Kathy DeSanti / Alex Naradzay 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Isaiah 6:1-13  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Lay Reader:  Cheryl Mitchell 

Psalm 138     1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Isaiah 6:1-13  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Larry Creagh 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Psalm 138     1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

February 3rd 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  Christopher Goodman 

Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Mike Kirner 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 71:1-6     1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Dorothy Pepin 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Vito Barbieri 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Lay Reader:  Ray Ferro 

Psalm 71:1-6     1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

February 24th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15  Sandy Chaleski 

Intercessor:  Cheryl Mitchell 

Lay Readers:  Tim Huber / John Tuthill 

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42      

1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Connie & Dave Williams 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Genesis 45:3-11, 15  Connie Williams 

Intercessor:  Bob Cutting 

Lay Readers:  Mike Chengeri / Larry Creagh 

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42      

1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi7_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi7_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi7_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi7_RCL.html#nt1
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

 
 

  1  2   Presentation 
 of Jesus 

 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:15 am  PraiseKicks 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 

3   4 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
5:30 pm  Super Bowl 

 Party 

4 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  
               Study 

 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

 

5  
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

6    
 
10:00 am  Holy 

Communion 
& Healing 

 

 

7 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

6:30 pm  Safety 
Committee 

 

7:00 pm  Mission 
Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Property 
Committee 

 

7:30 pm  Music Night 
 

8 9 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:15 am  PraiseKicks 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

10:00 am  Jericho Food 
Pantry 

 

10  5 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

11    
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 

12 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

13 
 
10:00 am  Holy 

Communion 
& Healing 

 

7:00 pm  Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm  Vestry Meeting 
 

14 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

15 16 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:15 am  PraiseKicks 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

17  6 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

18   Presidents’ 
 Day 

(Parish Office Closed) 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 

19 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

20 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 
 

21 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

22 23 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

9:15 am  PraiseKicks 
 
 

10:00 am  PraiseMoves 
 

11:00 am  St. Paul’s 
Quilters 

 

24  7 Epiphany 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

25  St. Matthias 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible  

               Study 
 

 

26 
 
9:15 am  Ladies Bible  

                 Study 
 

5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm  Boy Scouts 

27 
 
10:00 am  Holy  

Communion 
 & Healing 

 

 

28 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

7:30 pm  Music Night 

  

February 2019 
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Random Fact of the Week! 

 

Did you know … ...that New York 

Giants quarterback Phil Simms was the first 

player to announce "I'm Going to Disney 

World!" after winning a Super Bowl?  

 
 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 

Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Giants
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_Giants
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quarterback
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phil_Simms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%27m_Going_to_Disney_World!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I%27m_Going_to_Disney_World!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Super_Bowl
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

