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† “Into the Presence of God's Holiness”
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory."
.Isaiah 6:3

Dear Friends,

O

ur first lesson this Sunday takes us into the presence of
God's holiness through the prophet Isaiah. In his vision,
he sees worshipping angels declaring the holiness of God. They
cry out the word, “holy,” not once, not twice, but three times.
The Hebrew method of emphasizing a word is to utter it three
times. It is as if the word "holy" is being highlighted, underlined,
and surrounded with exclamation points. “Holy” is the only
word in the Bible used to describe God in this way. Holy means
set apart, that is, God is wholly
other than us and perfect in
every way.
Through Jesus we can now
approach God's holiness not in fear
but in boldness. In taking upon human flesh, Jesus has joined us
to God's divine nature and makes us holy as we follow Christ
and are filled with the Spirit. Scripture commends to us to be
holy, as God is holy. And by grace, so we are.
Faithfully,

† WDJD: What DID Jesus Do?
by John Tuthill

"Therefore I will again confound these people
with wonder upon wonder..."

M

- Isaiah 29:13 (Berean Study Bible)

any people who were around in the early 1990's will remember a Christian
acronym which became especially popular during those days: "WWJD?"
Remember? It stood for: "What Would Jesus Do?" This was back in the days
just prior to everyone and their grandmother getting least one tattoo and so it was slightly
trendy then to wear your "WWJD" emblazoned instead on a bracelet which you might have
picked up at church. "WWJD" was to serve as a reminder of always behaving in ways that
Jesus would in any given 1990's situation that you would find yourself in back then - out
rollerblading, perfecting your "Macarena" moves, or, while kicking back sharing music on
Napster. It certainly was (and still is!) worthwhile to always be asking what Jesus would do
in all situations. However, one draw-back was that unfounded speculations and
personalized opinions would easily creep into the answers to that question posed by the
letters "WWJD?" A person could very easily invent for themselves whatever they
personally would feel that they either would or would not want Jesus to do; such as deciding
that Jesus would never go around talking to anyone about "religious"
ideas because that would be pushy and judgmental, and certainly not
something their version of Jesus would ever do.
More recently many Christian writers have been asking a different
question than "WWJD?" Instead, answers to the slightly different
question "What DID Jesus do?" seem to have become available in the
Bible. Better direction and learning about what the true priorities are
from the Lord's own words can be a far better guide to truly growing
more like Jesus by the power of His grace. The priority found in the
Bible is a bit counter-intuitive to most people; it is regaining
righteousness in God's grace rather than being granted feelings of happiness. Generally,
when Jesus encountered a pride-filled person, He would bring up the Law and the Ten
Commandments. When He was speaking to someone that was humble and in full
awareness of their sin, He would then give them the message of His grace. Law to the
proud / and grace to the humble may be a good and biblical example to follow still today
when talking to people about Jesus.
In the readings we will hear this Sunday (Isaiah 6:1-8, 1 Cor. 15:1-11 and in Luke 5:111), the three men in these readings each find themselves broken down to an undeniable
realization of their true standing before the Lord, which is the result of their sins. Luke
records that fishermen were washing out their nets when Jesus climbed into Simon
Peter's to ask to use that boat as His pulpit for speaking to the gathered crowd on the
shore. When Jesus finished preaching to them, He asked Peter to launch the boat out
into the deeper water to cast a net for a catch of fish. This seems to be the third time
that Jesus has been talking to Peter when the other gospel accounts are considered. So,
this third time Jesus commands His first new disciples "...Follow Me and I will make
you fishers of men" (Matt. 14:19, Mark 1:17, and compare to Luke 5:9-10). Peter tells
Jesus, "Master, we have worked all night and caught NOTHING, but because you say so, I
will let down the nets" (v. 5). Because Peter did so according to what Jesus' directions, the
miraculous catch of fish was as nothing any of these professional fishermen had ever
dreamed of - the nets broke (v. 6), the second boat brought out to take in the catch and
Peter's boat both began to sink from the weight of the fish, and Peter fell to his knees to say,
"Depart from me! For I am a sinful man, O Lord." Peter was told before to come follow
Jesus and
he seems to be confessing his failure at being even able to catch any fish, let
alone
people. Later, as promised by Jesus, Peter was made into a success in
bringing
people to Jesus, by using the message of the cross as his hook. The message
is that
Jesus went on that hook (the cross) for you and for me and in our place as we
deserve
in our sin. Paul writes in 2 Timothy 2:26 that the "snare of the devil" is the
other
hook out there trolling. There is no third fisherman by which anyone will be
caught. Which hook has found you today?
Thanks be to God!
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† Door Access Update

H

ello St. Paul’s family! We want to update you on the door security and access plan
for the building. We want our church building to be a welcoming haven for
members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and well-being of all who enter
our building.
In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking everyone to enter
through the back door for all church business. This will not apply during regular Sunday
and Wednesday services where all doors will be open to allow for easy access. All other
church business, committee meetings or ministry events throughout the rest of the week will
need to enter the building using the back door before opening the rest of the building.
At the end of January, the locks on the exterior doors of the church were changed.
Starting Feb 1st, the only access into the building will be through the glass door at the back
of the building using the keypad entry. During meetings and events, all remaining exterior
doors can be opened by using the Allen key in the push bar. It will be the responsibility of
the ministry leader to make sure that all the doors are locked when the event is over.
If you need a code to access the building outside of those times, please contact Patrick
O'Connors.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 7

- 5:45 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Feb 9 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
-10:00 am
Sun, Feb 10 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
Mon, Feb 11 7:00 pm Tues, Feb 12 - 9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:00 pm
Wed, Feb 13 -10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
Thu, Feb 14 - 7:30 pm
Sat, Feb 16 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
Sun, Feb 17 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Safety Committee, Class Room
Property Committee, Classroom
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury

5th Sunday after the Epiphany

- Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
- Rector’s Forum
- Sunday School
- Contemporary Holy Communion (Livestream)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (Livestream)
- Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
- PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
- Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
- Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook)
- Staff Meeting, Rector’s Office
- Vestry Meeting, Guild Room
- Music Night, Sanctuary
- Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
- John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
- PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
- PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

6th Sunday after the Epiphany
-

Traditional Holy Communion (Livestream)
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (Livestream)
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Feb 10th 8 am
Feb 17th 8 am
Feb 24th 8 am

Wanzer’s
Maier’s
Greeley’s

10:30 am DeSanti / Pascoa
10:30 am Amy Boyce
10:30 am Duckett’s
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study recently started a new weekly study
dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the Epehsians.
They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall. All the
studies are available live on Facebook and archived on YouTube.

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is
growing. Check it out in person or watch the
homily each week on Facebook
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† Over the Water
Isaiah 6:1-13 • Pssalm 138 • 1 Corinthinas 15:1-11 • Luke 5:1-11

“J

esus was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him
to hear the word of God” (Luke 5:1). Their purpose was clear: “to hear the word
of God,” not a word about God. The phrase God’s word is of extraordinary importance,
occurring four times in Luke’s gospel, and 14 times in the Acts of the Apostles. In the latter
it signifies the Christian message as preached by the apostles, in the former the preaching of
Jesus himself (Joseph A. Fitzmyer in the Anchor Bible Commentary). The content of the
preaching in this story is unexpressed, drawing attention to
the person of Jesus. He is authority, divine being, and
commission, the content of all preaching. Jesus proclaims,
even in his silence, “I say to you!” We, his disciples, do not.
We are witnesses, and as witnesses we preach Jesus Christ.
Two boats were on the shore. The fishermen, having
labored all night and having caught nothing, were washing
their nets. Jesus stepped into a boat belonging to Peter and
asked him to set out a short way from the shore. Jesus sat
and taught the crowds from the boat. His breath and voice
went out over the face of the waters. Admonished by the
esteemed New Testament scholar Fitzmyer not to consider
this a commentary on the ancient waters of chaos, not to
press the comparison of drawing people from the waters of
the world, since it might a “nuance of misfortune,” I rebel.
The association is too obvious to leave alone. Jesus is, both
in his person and preaching, creating a new world. His
voice moves over the face of the waters. Indeed, elsewhere
the reader finds him walking on the water, calming the
raging seas. Jesus is victory over formlessness, emptiness,
and the deep darkness of endless night.
At the end of a long and exhausting day, at the end of
fruitless labor, Jesus is the boundless being of divine life.
“Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a
catch” (Luke 5:4). “They were amazed at the catch of fish
they had taken” (Luke 5:9). They caught the generosity of
God at the command of God’s Son. From now on, Jesus
said, “Catch people.” Pull them out of the miry pit; pull them from Sheol; pull them from
their watery graves. Catch people and let them catch the goodness and richness of God in
Christ.
Who is Jesus and what has he done for us? He lived with us and for us and still does.
He taught and healed and still does. He suffered for us, died for us, rose again for us, and
gave us, by his Spirit, the first fruits of eternal life and divine adoption. He is the Word of
God. He gives the inexhaustible and boundless riches of divine life poured out upon us and
welling up within us. He is all goodness, truth, and beauty, and the imputation of these to
us. He is our life. An early creedal statement from St. Paul says so much: “I handed on to
you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third
day in accordance with the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Sitting in a boat on the Lake of
Gennesaret, Jesus was all the richness of the Paschal Mystery. He gives his life, he is risen,
he is about to come.
He is victory over troubled waters, generosity beyond all knowing, our forgiveness and
our new life.
Look It Up
Read Luke 5:7.
Think About It
You will never receive all that God gives unless you ask for help.
- from The Living Church, 2019
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† Saints of God
Thursday, February 7th

A

Cornelius the Centurion

ll that we know about Cornelius is
contained in the Acts of the Apostles
(chapters 10–11). He was the first Gentile
converted to the Christian faith, along with his
household. A centurion was commander of a company
of one hundred men in the Roman army, responsible
for their discipline, both on the field of battle and in
camp. A centurion was a Roman citizen, a military
career man, well-paid, and generally noted for courage
and competence. Some centurions, such as Cornelius,
and those whom we know about from the Gospel
narratives, were men of deep religious piety.
The author of Acts considered Cornelius’
conversion very momentous for the future of
Christianity. He records that it occurred as the result of
divine intervention and revelation, and as a response to
the preaching of Peter the chief apostle. The
experience of Cornelius’ household was regarded as
comparable to a new Pentecost, and it was a primary
precedent for the momentous decision of the apostolic
council, held in Jerusalem a few years later, to admit
Gentiles to full and equal partnership with Jewish
converts in the household of faith.
According to tradition, Cornelius was the second
Bishop of Caesarea, the metropolitan see of Palestine.
Undoubtedly, Cornelius and his household formed the
nucleus of the first Church in this important city, a
Church that was gathered by Philip the Evangelist
(Acts 8:40 and 21:8).

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his
message for over 40 years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment
on the proud who sought to save themselves. But through him God also
comforted the humble with glimpses of a Prince of Peace and a
Suffering Servant...a desert blossoming...the prisoners set free....the
hungry fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing discussions and
enlightenment. Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 - 11 am. For more
info email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.

I

saiah 6:8 ends with the Lord saying:
“Who shall I send, and who will go for
us?” As those wishing to be faithful stewards,
will our response be the same as the one in
the lesson - “Here am I, send me.”?
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Follow David’s
fifth expedition to
Africa and fourth
trip to East Africa
as he conducts
field research with
Columbia and
Princeton
University. He is
based at Mpala
Research Centre
in Nanyuki,
Kenya.
Click here for
more pictures and
blog.

David Shepley’s Kenya Blog
Vector Biology 2/4/19

T

oday we started our first day of classes beginning with a three week course in
vector biology led by centre director Dr. Dino Martins. Dr. Martins is an
entomologist born and raised in western Kenya but seems to have a hand in just
about everything related to the wildlife and research surrounding Mpala. As we gathered in
one of the centre’s classrooms, Martins characterized the
next three weeks as an understudy that aimed to connect the
people, wildlife, and environment under the context of
vector-borne diseases. We will focus primarily on malariabearing mosquitos (Genus Anopheles) and how changes in
upstream water use, pesticide application, and downstream
conflicts between people and wildlife relate to the presence
of Anopheles in Kenya’s high altitude region.
As we trekked from camp down to the river, Dr.
Martins contextualized the river and its recent evolution.
The river that passes through Mpala is fed by two, major
mountain ranges and considered to be one of the most
important rivers in the country; this applies to both Kenya’s
Dr. Martins
growing agricultural industries as well as its ancient,
pastoral communities. Despite its supposed prominence,
approaching the river revealed a thinly flowing - mostly
rocky - cut out in the savannah.
What happened?
Within the last ten years, the river has experienced
periods of total exhaustion due to growing economic
activity upstream centered around agricultural
cultivation. Dr. Martins explained that Kenya’s growing
agricultural industries have contributed to water
shortages as the country increases its role as a major
exporter of vegetables and fruits to the UK. This
economic growth has been a major boost for Kenya’s
national economy, characterizing the complex nature of
many environmental issues. However, the downstream
consumers of the river like Kenya’s pastoral
communities (Samburu, Maasai,…) and their herds face
grave threats to their livelihoods. Elephants, daily
(Continued on page 9)

Collecting mosquito larvae from stagnant pools.
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(Continued from page 8)

Vector Biology

consumers of water like cattle, also face threats to their continued presence in the region.
Mosquitos come into play as increasing water shortages
create more stagnant pools between river rocks - a key condition
for mosquito reproduction. Furthermore, rising temperatures in
the region have begun to enable the Malaria-bearing mosquito,
Anopheles, and its parasite, Plasmodium, to spread into the
highlands of central Kenya. Providing evidence, Dr. Martins
explained that within the last three years researchers at Mpala
have discovered the presence of Anopheles for the first time.
The presence of vector-borne diseases constitute a grave
threat to the communities of central Kenya and go beyond
malaria. Parasites like liver flukes can spoil a 400kg cow for
slaughter, representing a loss of $2,000. This is big, big money
in a place like rural Kenya.
To begin our field work, we collected samples of mosquito
larvae across stagnant pools trapped between the river rocks.
Taking the samples back to Mpala’s lab, we started to learn the
identifiers of the three mosquito subspecies found in the river only Anopheles is capable of spreading Malaria.
We concluded
the day by going
on a game drive
where we stopped
by Mpala’s hippo
pool to briefly
discuss the
parasites and
diseases that
threaten hippo
communities - little
is known on this
subject currently. On our way back to camp,
we had the privilege of spotting a pack of wild
dogs on the hunt - diseases transmitted through
domesticated dogs have decimated wild dog
populations recently. This pack was the only
remaining one across Mpala’s 50,000 acres.
In reflection of our first day, I feel that this
is just the beginning of what will be a dynamic and thorough experience learning about
vector-borne diseases
in relation to the
ecosystems and
communities of central
and coastal
Kenya. After
that, we will
have three
more courses
of completely
different focus
and
accompanying
experiences!

Julius – second in command of Mpala security and hails from the
Turkana tribe in northwestern Kenya.
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Parish Musician Luncheon
Sunday, February 17rd from 1-3pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington
This gathering is for the principal musician of each Episcopal parish in the
Northwest Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. There are a couple
new musicians in our community, so we will spend some time getting to know
each other. Several people have expressed interest and ideas for
collaborative musical events, so we will be discussing some ideas and hopefully
make some plans for Spring 2019.
Please share this date with the principal musician in your parish. Email Eliza
Marth at emarth@epsicopalct.org with questions and you may use this link on
Eventbrite to register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northwest-parish-musicianluncheon-tickets-53928610927

Are You Interested?

Revival
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry rocked the 79th General Convention this summer
in Austin, Texas with a Revival. This is a part of a wider Episcopal Revival
movement. Are you and your parish interested in this? Could we do a revival in our
Northwest Region? Click here to read more about Episcopal Revivals across The
Episcopal Church. Email Eliza at emarth@episcopalct.org if you are interested.
Vestry as Spiritual Practice: Northwest Region Collaborative Vestry Retreat
Saturday, February 16th from 8:30am-3:30pm at Camp Washington
Please join vestries from around the Northwest Region for a Collaborative Vestry
Retreat. We will spend the morning exploring the ways in which being on a Vestry
is a spiritual practice. This will be a combination of teaching and reflection/
discussion with people from other parishes. There will also be time to reflect/
discuss with your own Vestry.
The afternoon session will be breakout conversations around interest-based
affinity groups. These will come to light as folks register. Examples include:
wardens, faith in action, youth and evangelism.
Please use this link to register. Cost is $30 dollars per person and includes use of
space, morning munchies, coffee/tea and lunch. Please discuss with your parish if
you will be paying individually or if the parish will be covering the cost. Entire
vestries are invited to participate, as well as individuals or smaller groups from
vestries. We hope you can join this grand experiment and adventure!

Get Connected
Check out our Northwest Region – The Episcopal Church in
Connecticut Facebook page! Like us and we will like you – share your
parish events – find out about Northwest Region events:
www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT
Eliza Marth
Northwest Region Missionary
emarth@episcopalct.org 860-387-2190
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S

ometimes, as Jesus’ followers,
we might feel that we’re being
asked to do something which defies
logic. And yet when we do it, as
Simon and his partners did, we
find the results truly astonishing.
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† Heart of the Matter

“Rend your heart, and not your garments.” - Joel 2:13

G

arment-rending and other outward signs of religious emotion, are easily manifested
and are frequently hypocritical; but to feel true repentance is far more difficult, and
consequently far less common. Men will attend to the most multiplied and minute
ceremonial regulations - for such things are pleasing to the flesh - but true religion is too
humbling, too heart-searching, too thorough for the tastes of
the carnal men; they prefer something more ostentatious,
flimsy, and worldly. Outward observances are temporarily
comfortable; eye and ear are pleased; self-conceit is fed, and
self-righteousness is puffed up: but they are ultimately
delusive, for in the article of death, and at the day of
judgment, the soul needs something more substantial than
ceremonies and rituals to lean upon. Apart from vital
godliness all religion is utterly vain; offered without a sincere
heart, every form of worship is a solemn sham and an
impudent mockery of the majesty of heaven.
Heart-rending is divinely wrought and solemnly felt. It is
a secret grief which is personally experienced, not in mere
form, but as a deep, soul-moving work of the Holy Spirit
upon the inmost heart of each believer. It is not a matter to
be merely talked of and believed in, but keenly and
sensitively felt in every living child of the living God. It is
powerfully humiliating, and completely sin-purging; but then
it is sweetly preparative for those gracious consolations
which proud unhumbled spirits are unable to receive; and it is
distinctly discriminating, for it belongs to the elect of God,
and to them alone.
The text commands us to rend our hearts, but they are
naturally hard as marble: how, then, can this be done? We
must take them to Calvary: a dying Savior's voice rent the
rocks once, and it is as powerful now. O blessed Spirit, let us
hear the death-cries of Jesus, and our hearts shall be rent even
as men rend their vestures in the day of lamentation.
— C.H. Spurgeon, from Morning And Evening

† Happy Birthday to You!

E
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rinn O’Hara & Maxwell Hodge celebrate today! Eric Sampson
will be blowing out candles on Friday. Saturday is the big day for
Gary Hock. Tanya Goodman will be another year older
and wiser on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† Art in the Bible

Christ Calling the First Disciples

late 20th century
unknown
Nuestra Señora de la Candelaria, San Pedro Bautista, Philippines

† Super Bowl Party Success

O

ur Annual Super Party was well
attended. Everyone enjoyed great
and abundant food,
made new friends, and
enjoyed a thrilling,
close game. Some
folks actually were
pleased with the
outcome!
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Holy Land Revisited

I

† The Jesus Boat 

n desert country life, a drought is as much a part of living as dying. The desert is a
harsh place, especially in biblical times when those in Galilee depended on fishing
to survive. A drought almost always brought bad times, even death.
Late in January 1986, during one such drought, between the ancient harbors of Gennesar
and Magdala, local residents (ironically fisherman brothers like Peter and Andrew) made the
chance discovery of a boat’s oval outline in the muddy lake bed. Word spread like wildfire.
In less than two weeks, local newspapers were announcing discovery of “the Jesus Boat!”
Archaeologists, called to examine the still unexcavated vessel, announced it was the first
ancient ship ever found in the Sea of Galilee. They suggested that it was built and used
between 100 BC and 100 AD – the time of Jesus of Nazareth!
Marathon, round-the-clock excavations ensued, racing against both the now-rising
waters of the Sea of Galilee and treasure seekers. The archaeologists even invented new
techniques of excavation and preservation as they went along. Just before the site was
flooded, the almost completely intact hull was fully excavated, encased in polyurethane, and
floated to shore for further
study and conservation.
The boat is almost 27 feet
long, just shy of eight feet
wide, and roughly four and
a half feet high. It was
probably one of the Sea of
Galilee’s largest class of
ships. Fore and aft
sections were most likely
decked and it had a mast,
meaning it could be both
sailed and rowed
depending on the weather.
Evidence of repeated
repairs suggests the boat
had a long life. Studies of
ancient ships suggest this
vessel had a crew of five
(four rowers and a
helmsman). The ancient
Jewish historian Josephus
Flavius referred to such
ships holding 15 people.
Skeletal remains from
Galilee during this period
indicate males averaged five feet, five inches tall, and weighed roughly 140 pounds. Fifteen
such men could easily fit into this vessel. So that begs the question: did Jesus and His 12
men sail together in this boat?
The Galilee boat dates to the general time of Jesus’ ministry. It was the type used by
Jesus and the Twelve, and large enough to hold 13 men. It could have been in use at the
same time He sailed the sea here, but Jesus cannot be connected to this particular boat with
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Jesus Boat

any degree of certainty. Still, it does help us visualize daily life in Galilee, daily life as Jesus
knew it.
Today, you can see the Jesus Boat at the Yigal Alon Center (operated by the Kibbutz
Ginosar), on the western shore of the Sea of Tiberius. It’s something you should not miss.
You’ll be treated to a fascinating video about the boat’s history, discovery, and journey to
the museum. The gift shop has some amazing items related to the boat’s history as well. If
you exit at the rear of the museum, you’ll be greeted by the Sea of Galilee. Use this once in
a lifetime opportunity to
take a boat ride on the
same lake that Peter and
his friends fished, and
where the Jesus Boat
sailed so many years ago.
It’s all rather surreal when
it sinks in that these men
really lived here, droughts
and storms and all, and
used a boat just like the
Jesus Boat. Perhaps the
other amazing part of this
story is how a drought
gave life, maybe for the
first time ever, to a kibbutz
and their two fishermen,
Moshe and Yuval. No
doubt Peter and Andrew
would approve!
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go
for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8)

E

very day, in little ways and in big ways, God asks, “Whom shall I send?”
Whether it is someone to take on a new ministry, to give a friendly smile to
a stranger or say a word of encouragement to a friend, God constantly provides
opportunities to help someone in need. The next time you hear God calling,
have the courage to walk through the door and say “Here I am, Lord.”

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out.
Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel
good about their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people
who feel called to serve in this important ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David
Szen

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the
Promised Land Part I.”

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED
Kingdom in the Promised Land.

† You Can Help

T

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients
to put their food in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you
usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place donations in
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

† Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors!

O

ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3
Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors
and inviting a different parent to join class each week.
Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for
them. They are invited to follow their child to class
following the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening
prayer, participate in the class discussion and bring a special
snack for the class to enjoy! We hope that this will better
connect families with their child’s teacher and what they are
learning in Sunday School each week. Please look for more
information coming soon in an email from your child’s
teacher. Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
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† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

A

s the temperature drops and the seasons change
remember homeless people are on their feet all
day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely
to be threadbare. Once again, this year we are collecting
socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter
throughout the winter months. Place donations in the
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give
Now” button at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create Profile” button to create
your unique on line profile. After you have created your profile, follow the on line
instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† This Sunday’s Readings

O

A Miraculous Catch
Isaiah 6:1--13

ur first reading is Isaiah’s vision of the Lord and his prophetic commission.
The earthly temple becomes an icon for the temple in heaven. Isaiah is
purged of his guilt and sin and responds to the Lord’s call. The church hears in the
thrice-holy song of the seraphim an anticipation of its praise of God as
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Once the new prophet has been made
Luke 5:1-11
ready for his task, he is given his first word for the people, an ominous
warning of judgment.
We should also remember that this is the
Psalm 138
last time that Simon, James, and John
A hymn of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord on high, who has
will fish in the old way. Jesus is about to
saved God’s servant and cares for the lowly.
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
ask them to re-imagine what it means for
Paul reminds the Corinthians of his basic proclamation concerning
them to be fishers - and to re-imagine who
the Lord’s resurrection. All these things happened according to the
"fish" might be. So the moral of this
scriptures. Beginning with a manifestation to Cephas, Paul recounts six
appearance of the risen Lord to his followers. The last, which must
story is NOT, "Let's keep doing what
have taken place several years after the others, gave this former
we have always done before and trust
persecutor of the church his commission as an apostle.
Luke 5:1-11
that one day God will fill our nets." But
Our gospel is the story of the calling of Simon Peter, together with
rather, we must constantly re-learn who
the brothers James and John, to be disciples of Jesus. This happens by
are the fish now, and what are the nets?
the Lake of Gennesaret or Galilee. Jesus amazes Peter by showing him
where he can catch a great haul of fish. Peter pours out his feelings of
unworthiness, but from now on Jesus tells him, he will be catching people.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

hat is it that never ends? To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for
the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok and other parishioners
convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....All Saint’s, East Harford; Christ & the Epiphany, East Haven; St.
John’s, East Windsor.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....The Haitian Ministry Network; Haitian ministry in the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe & Barbara Hock,
Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa
Stacchiotti, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee
Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer,
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Karen and Jenna
Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh; the people of Austria; Diocese of Te
Pihopatanga o Tai Tokerau (Aotearoa NZ & Polynesia) The Rt Revd Te Kitohi Wiremu
Pikaahu (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and brother members of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church in the United States.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of February.
.....R. E. Lawlor, Graphics & Printing, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....Guidance.
.....That we may eagerly respond, “Here I am, Lord,” whenever we hear God call upon us to
be his hands, feet and voice here on earth.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much. She is 98 years old and needs
prayers for comfort and peace.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points
Jesus' Miracle Catch of
Fish
Scalzo vid

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NxR2NYTyeyY

When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon,
“Put out into deep water,
and let down the nets for a
catch.”
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

f the Week!
o
t
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… that ‘news'
Did you know
that
d
an
ury
the 14th cent
developed in
current events
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have been onl
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been arou
since the
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†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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