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piphany means "the revealing." Each week we
have celebrated through sacred text and music
the revealing of God in Christ to the world.
And on this last Sunday of the season, we will be treated to
the full revelation of God through Jesus' Transfiguration.
As Jesus is revealed in glory with Moses and Elijah, two
figures symbolizing the Law and the Prophets, long dead
and yet suddenly revealed spiritually alive, we are invited
to see all that God is revealing in Jesus, where space and
time stand still, where the curtain between this life and the
next is peeled back, where Jesus' full divinity shines forth.
As we worship on Sunday, may we hear God's Word,
where the voice from heaven proclaims over Jesus, "This
is my Son; listen to Him!" And as we listen, we will be
transformed more and more into the likeness of our Savior.
For Jesus' own Transfiguration holds the promise that as
we respond to the heavenly voice over Jesus, and put our
trust in Him, we too will share in His glory in this life, and
in the life to come.
Faithfully,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† Door Access Update

H

ello St. Paul’s family! We want to update you on the door security and access plan
for the building. We want our church building to be a welcoming haven for
members and visitors, but we also need to ensure the safety and well-being of all who enter
our building.
In order to monitor traffic in and out of the building, we are asking everyone to enter
through the back door for all church business. This will not apply during regular Sunday
and Wednesday services where all doors will be open to allow for easy access. All other
church business, committee meetings or ministry events throughout the rest of the week will
need to enter the building using the back door before opening the rest of the building.
At the end of January, the locks on the exterior doors of the church were changed.
Starting Feb 1st, the only access into the building will be through the glass door at the back
of the building using the keypad entry. During meetings and events, all remaining exterior
doors can be opened by using the Allen key in the push bar. It will be the responsibility of
the ministry leader to make sure that all the doors are locked when the event is over.
If you need a code to access the building outside of those times, please contact Patrick
O'Connors.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Feb 28
Sat, Mar 2

Sun, Mar 3

Mon, Mar 4
Tues, Mar 5
Wed, Mar 6
Thu, Mar 7

Sat, Mar 9

Sun, Mar 10

- 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
-10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
- 9:15 am
5:30 pm
10:00 am
7:30 pm
- 5:45 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
- 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube)
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube)
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Stpehen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (YouTube)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, Crocker Hall

-

Holy Communion & Imposition of Ashes (Facebook)
Holy Communion & Healing (YouTube)
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Safety Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Guild Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube)
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube)

Last Sunday after the Epiphany

Ash Wednesday

1st Sunday in Lent
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† Perfect Prophet & Perfect Priest
by John Tuthill

Moses continued,
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from among your fellow Israelites. You must listen to him.”

T

Deuteronomy 18:15, NLT

ransfiguration Sunday this week brings us to the ultimate revealing (epiphany) of
Jesus in all of His true glory. Heaven and earth briefly come together up on a
mountain top as we will hear about from Luke 9:28-36 (and compare to Matthew
17:1-8 and also in Mark 9:2-8). Peter, John and James witnessed Jesus' face and His
clothing become bright "as a flash of lightning" (v. 29) as He was praying. John later
wrote about what he witnessed when he said, "...we have seen His glory, the glory as the
one and only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth" (John 1:14). Peter later
wrote about what he witnessed also. Many years after what he saw, Peter knew from
what Jesus had told him that he would soon die a martyr's death (as Jesus told him in John
21:19) and so he told of what he had seen by writing," We ourselves heard this voice that
came from heaven when we were with Him on the sacred mountain" (2 Peter 1:18).
To make sense (as far as humanly possible) of the Transfiguration, it is helpful to
consider the bringing together of everything God had brought about leading up to this
moment. Moses, the giver of God's Law, had relayed instructions from the Lord to God's
people as they were preparing to leave slavery. Moses told them to get a lamb that had no
blemish and no spots and to take the lamb's blood and put it on their door posts (top, and
side and side) as the sign for death to Pass-Over their homes. Oh, and Moses added, that
they should be sure not to break any of the lamb's bones in the process (See Exodos 12:46).
Moses did not tell the people WHY this had to be done as it was to be done - only to do this
on the Lord's command. And so God's people were passed-over and spared to be taken out
of slavery in Egypt to live with God in the Promised Land. The lamb, the blood, the
unbroken bones, these were not themselves what mattered. They all only pointed at
eventual fulfillment in Jesus. Jesus came as the "Lamb of God" (John 1:29) who has no
spot of sin or blemish. "Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." And the leg bones of the
two criminals on the crosses to either side of Jesus were broken by the Romans to hasten
their deaths, but not one bone of Jesus' was broken. This all ties together!
Moses and Elijah show up (both alive!) with Jesus on the mountain at the
Transfiguration. We can easily sympathize with the Apostles who witnessed this
incomprehensible sight, can't we? They became terrified beyond the capability to say
anything coherent. Seeing Jesus as bright as lightning would only be the start, but add to
this seeing Moses and Elijah there with Jesus - TALKING with Him! It would be entirely
too much to take in and process. Peter speaks up to offer to build a make-shift structure for
each one of them, one for Moses (representing God's Law), one for Elijah (representing all
of God's prophets) and one for Jesus, the Savior / Messiah. But even as Peter is still
getting these word from his mouth (v. 34) God the Father speaks from heaven to them to
stop Peter's suggestion; ”This is my Son, Whom I have chosen: Listen to Him." When
else was the Father's voice heard from heaven? Certainly not often! The Father was
heard at Jesus' baptism, which was actually when Jesus was anointed as priest. There
the Father also spoke and said "This is my Son, in Whom I am well-pleased" (Mt. 3:17, Mk
1:11, Jn 1:34). What can be learned from the Father saying "Listen to Him," followed by
Moses and Elijah disappearing and only leaving Jesus remaining there alone? Certainly not
that the Law and the prophets are now irrelevant, that cannot be the message (see Isaiah
40:8, 1 Peter 1:25, etc.). Jesus left alone on the pinnacle of the mountain after Moses and
Elijah leave means all the Law and the prophets and everything that God brings about is to
be viewed as pointing at Jesus. He is the full and final revealing (epiphany) of God to all
creation. God shows in Jesus His faithfulness which contrasts with our faithlessness. In
Jesus we can see what is unbroken, complete and without any darkness at all - as opposed
to, well, us! In Matthew's account of the Transfiguration, the disciples fall on their faces in
sheer terror. But Jesus touched them and said, "Rise up and have no fear" (Matthew 17:7).
May Jesus our, perfect High Priest & Prophet, touch us all now and say the same!.
Thanks be to God!
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 3rd 8 am
Mar 10th 8 am
Mar 17th 8 am

Trott’s
10:30 am Raegan Guglielmo
Joan Boehm 10:30 am Marie Williams
Ferro’s’s
10:30 am Nicole OÇonnor
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study recently started a new weekly study
dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the Epehsians.
They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall. All the
studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel.

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is
growing. Check it out in person or watch
the homily each week on Facebook
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† Lent Begins In Ashes

O

n Ash Wednesday we are reminded of our mortality and sin. It is not a time for
groveling; rather, it is a time for reality, for genuine humility, for repentance and
forgiveness and renewed commitment to following the ways of Jesus. Lent is a season of
preparation, and we are already looking forward to Jesus’ passion and death for us and then
to Easter.
One of the oldest names for Lent is “the forty days,” meaning the days from Ash
Wednesday to Easter less the Sundays that can be observed as anticipations of Easter, days
of rest from fasting or other disciplines in order to strengthen ourselves. “Forty” is a kind of
generic number in scripture and calls quickly to mind significant biblical stories:
the forty days of Noah’s flood (Genesis 7:12); Moses’ forty days on Mount
Sinai (Exodus 24:18 and elsewhere); and the forty days that Nineveh
was given to repent (Jonah 3:4). We particularly think of the forty
years that Israel was in the wilderness, tempted by Satan (Mark 1:13).
During the forty days of Lent God’s people are invited again into a
wilderness experience, not without temptation, to fast in one way or another,
to pray and to seek in hope and trust to follow and serve their Lord. With the
people of God in ages past, we are on a pilgrimage through a wilderness of
renewal and faith to the promised land and of following Jesus on the way to
agony, passion, and death - and then new life.
Lord, who throughout these forty days
For us didst fast and pray,
Teach us with thee to mourn our sins
And close by thee to stay.
(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 142)
These themes will repeat themselves throughout Lent; journey, pilgrimage, wilderness,
preparation, honest reflection, repentance, forgiveness, humility, renewal, following Jesus.
Use this time to invite others to join you in this journey of renewal and faith.

† Being Transfigured

B

efore we head into Lent, on this last Sunday we conclude the seasons of Christmas
and Epiphany with a celebration of the Transfiguration of Jesus on the mount.
The Transfiguration is not to be understood only as a spiritual experience of Jesus while
at prayer, which three chosen disciples, Peter, James, and John, were permitted to witness.
It is one of a series of supernatural manifestations, by which God
authenticated Jesus as his Son. It is at one with the appearance of the angels
at the birth and at his resurrection, and with the descent of the Spirit at Jesus’
baptism. Matthew records the voice from heaven saying, “This is my Son,
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5).
Briefly the veil is drawn aside, and a chosen few are permitted to see Jesus,
not only as the earth-born son of Mary, but as the eternal Son of God. Moses
and Elijah witness to Jesus as the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. In
Luke’s account of the event, they speak of the “exodus” which Jesus is to
accomplish at Jerusalem. A cloud, a sign of divine presence, envelops the
disciples, and a heavenly voice proclaims Jesus to be the Son of God.
Immediately thereafter Jesus announces to Peter, James, and John the
imminence of his death. As Paul was later to say of Jesus, “Though he was
in the form of God, he did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, and was born in human
likeness. And, being found in human form, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:6–8).
The figure of the transfigured Christ is regarded as a foreshadowing of the Risen and
Ascended Lord.
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† A Matter of Life or Death

by Steve Hemming

“And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face was
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Loose him, and let him go.”
John 11:44

O

The Raising of Lazarus by Vincent Van Gogh

ur Lord Jesus came to the town of Bethany, raised His friend Lazarus from the
dead, and gave him new life. Jesus came to give us life, and that we may have it
more abundantly (John 10:10). He came to heal broken hearts, proclaim liberty
to the captives, release the bound, comfort those who mourned, and gave beauty for ashes,
oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness (Isaiah 61:1-3).
If Jesus came to give us new life in a myriad of ways, why then are so many of us still
wearing our grave clothes and carrying around our sorrows, sufferings, anxieties, and regrets
from the past? If we truly believe that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life (John 14:6),
then we must loose these
unnecessary burdens and
receive into our hearts,
minds, bodies, and spirits
the truth; that He Himself
bore our sins in His own
body on the tree, so that
we, having died to sins,
might live for
righteousness, and by
whose stripes we were
healed (1 Peter 2:24).
Therefore, let us cut
loose every encumbrance
and the sin which so easily
entangles, and let us run
with endurance the race
that is set before us, fixing
our eyes on Jesus, the
author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that
was set before Him,
endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:12). Jesus overcame the world (John 16:33), and so will we (Revelations 12:11), and we will
be raised up and sit together with Christ in the heavenly places (Ephesians 2:6).
May we forget the past and reach forward towards those things which are ahead, and
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Philippians
3:13-14). Let us set our face like a flint and focus on a future with the sole intent and desire
of following Jesus, keeping in mind the words He spoke in Luke 9:62; “No one, having put
his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
It is time for us to take off our grave clothes and embrace the life the Lord offers us! We
must choose between life and death. Or, as the famous line in the movie Shawshank
Redemption puts it, we need to either “get busy living or get busy dying.” The choice is
obvious, for the Lord says so; “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you
and your descendants may live: that you may love the Lord your God, that you may obey
His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your
days” (Deuteronomy 30:19-20).
As He cried out with a loud voice to Lazarus who laid dead in the tomb, Jesus cries out
to you this day, “Come forth!” (John 11:43). How will you respond?
“I

shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the
Lord .”
Psalm 118:17
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Follow David’s
fifth expedition to
Africa and fourth
trip to East Africa
as he conducts
field research with
Columbia and
Princeton
University. He is
based at Mpala
Research Centre
in Nanyuki,
Kenya.
Click here for
more pictures and
blog.

David Shepley’s Kenya Blog
† Kakamega Rainforest

A

Be sure to check
out his blog for
more recent
thoughts and
photos on Mount
Kenya climbing,
dogs, rhinos,
camel milk and
leopards.

fter a nine hour drive cross-country, we returned from Kakamega
to Mpala. Kakamega delivered a stunning experience,
introducing a strikingly different view of Kenya from both an ecological
and social perspective. I experienced what might be considered an
answered prayer regarding my thoughts in the last post; we finally
ventured into some communities to engage in intriguing dialogue with
local enterprises, traditional healers, fishing communities around Lake
Victoria and even made a trip to market.
As a sustainable development major, I was energized to move beyond the purely
biological and interact with local stakeholders to familiarize myself with the social systems
connected to the environmental themes of the course.
As a side note, upon further reflection on some of my frustrations regarding our relation
to the broader communities of Kenya, I realized that our trip has been uniquely constrained
in movement due to the recent and on-going terror concerns. I learned that Columbia
wanted to pull us out of the program and even sent a security consultant all the way to Mpala
to report on the condition of the compound. While I can appreciate the concern for safety,
the threats of danger seem exoticized and have resulted in a prohibition from going to town
and engaging in some community-based excursions during our coursework. I say
“exoticized” because Columbia sends bi-weekly robbery and assault alerts and just a month
ago reported a dead body on the street adjacent to my residence. That’s in Morningside
Heights alone. How much more dangerous is New York than the communities we
neighbor?
Therefore, our venturing into Kisumu to visit Lake Victoria, trip to market, and
engagement with local businesses and healers represented a breakthrough in what felt like a
severely controlled experience. This wasn’t a miraculous change in policy. There was an
element of “using the cover of the rainforest,” so to speak, while we were outside of internet
access and awaiting Columbia’s security report. Despite our victory, we will continue to
face restrictions in our freedom of movement, but assuming things do not get worse, we will
finish our course staying on the azure waters of the Kenyan coast!
I was surprised to find that our lodging was based at a lush, high-end mission located
deep within the rainforest and situated adjacent to emerald tea-fields. While I was prepared
to camp in the forest, I was treated to quaint cottages, three-course meals, daily tea and cake,
and garden lawns inhabited by Colobus and Blue Monkeys as well as an assortment of birds
like the Horn Bill and the exquisite Turaco. While the days were long, humid, and dirty hiking for hours through the rainforest, catching insects (often letting them bite us first!),
dodging streams of biting safari ants numbering in the millions, and wearing the same set of
clothes every day - sitting on the porch each night, listening to the rain pour and thunder
boom delivered a distinct and meditative period of respite following our first three weeks in
(Continued on page 9)
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Tomato Fi

Hyena Den

(Continued from page 8)

Kakamega Rainforest

the dry bush of central Kenya. Seeing as we will be camping by the river with limited
amenities, it was a nice to have this intermission of comfort.
I wish that I wrote entries at the end of each day rather than wait to return before writing
about the week. Not only are my memories of each day diluted but we are also about to
leave for another week of low internet access. We will begin our second course, Biology of
African Animals and Ecosystems, by moving to the river camp. The river camp is not far
from the main research center but consists of a more rugged layout with no internet access. I
am excited for the experience because we will enjoy camp fires, safari tent camping and
even closer proximity to wildlife. I will try to write about each day before bed, so that when
I return I can paste the entries and not stress about catching up!
I hope that the following gallery and vignettes provide a glimpse into some of my
sharpest memories of the week, demonstrating the stunning biodiversity within Kakamega.
Safari Ants - colonies number up to 20 million weighing a collective mass equal to that
of an adult leopard. They have been known to consume unattended infants and eat the
eyes out of drunkards passed out in ditches. They were one of our first encounters and
delivered an intriguing yet terrifying presence as they streamed across our foot path in
the thousands. We probed a ball of them once to discover an unidentifiable lump of
blood and flesh. I found a ball of them floating in a shallow creek and poked them with
a stick only to pull back, drawing out an ant-chain of thousands. Hiking through the
forest required constant fixation on the forest floor in order to prevent stepping into an
ambush and facing the consequences. There were moments where all we could do was
run. Some were bit, which drew blood, but I remained unscathed.
Crowned Eagle - As we were hiking through the rainforest one morning, we witnessed a
confrontation between the African Crowned Eagle and Colobus and Blue Monkeys. The
crowned eagle was attempting to steal a baby monkey from the tree tops, but the Colobus
and Blue Monkeys worked together to chase the eagle from the trees while screaming. We
then observed inter-species cooperation as the hornbill emerged and took to an aerial chase
of the eagle, screaming in its own way to alert the rest of the jungle of the eagle’s presence.
I captured part of the encounter on video and felt as if I was placed in the middle of an
action scene in BBC Earth.
Lake Victoria - We had the chance to drive to Kisumu, Kenya’s largest city, which
borders Lake Victoria. Lake Victoria is the world’s second largest freshwater lake and
supports 50 million Africans living across Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, and Rwanda. Despite
only sharing a small fraction of the lake, Kenya feeds 80% of the lake with three rivers. We
had the chance to hike to an upstream point on one of these key rivers called the Yala. What
happens to Kenya’s rivers holds profound impact on the 50 million who depend on the lake.
Recently, the lake has been overtaken by a South American invasive species called the
hyacinth which was introduced as an ornamental plant. Now it has overtaken large swathes
of the lake to such an extent that you can’t see any water, but rather, fields of green. These
plants have harmed the fishing communities but have also helped counter over-fishing by
allowing populations to recover. Eutrophication via increasing agricultural activity
upstream of rivers like the Yala and general pollution exacerbate the invasiveness by
facilitating algae blooms. Freshwater snails which serve as host for the schistosoma worm, a
parasite causing schistosomiasis, thrive in Lake Victoria due to these plants,
exacerbating one of East Africa’s most devastating diseases. The effect of this
single plant paints an extremely nuanced and complex situation. The movement of
fishing communities due to reduced access to the lake and over-fishing has led to
the spreading of
AIDS around Lake Victoria. The problems
existing in
environments like these are sobering yet
profound in their interconnectedness. The
way in which life is connected - both within
the ecosystem as well as how social and
economic spheres are impacted by the
environment - characterizes the focus of
sustainable development and the view it
takes in identifying and addressing the
world’s most pressing issues.
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† All the Light You Need
Exodus 34:29-35 • Psalm 99 • 2 Corinthians. 3:12-4:2 • Luke 9:28-43a
“As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand,
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shown because he had been talking with
God” (Ex. 34:29). Moses’ luminous face frightened the people, and yet he summoned them
to come near and “he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on
Mount Sinai” (Ex. 34:32). Finally, “when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a
veil on his face” (Ex. 34:33). The veil may have been a concession to their fear, though he
spoke to the people with his face exposed. Or was it, as St. Paul says, “to keep the people of
Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside” (2 Cor. 3:13)? Did the
glory fade only to be renewed each time Moses spoke with God?
Leaving aside questions without answers, we may say this: “[A]ll of us, with unveiled
faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed
into the same image from one
degree of glory to another;
for this comes from the Lord,
the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18). We
are not, then, considering
visible light, but illumination
that comes from the Spirit.
Every Christian is a lamp of
this great light, which shines
in the darkness. Jesus Christ
is our radiant glow. Not only
is he light, he is all-sufficient.
Listen. “Jesus took with
him Peter and John and
James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. And while
he was praying, the
appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes
became dazzling white” (Luke 9:28-29). Moses and Elijah appeared and spoke with Jesus.
Then a cloud covered the three men on the mountain and the disciples who were weighed
down by sleep. A voice spoke, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen, listen to him!” (Luke
9:35). Finally, Jesus stood alone, and the disciples were wrapped in sacred silence. Jesus
alone is everything, and because we stand in Christ, we have everything. We have the life
that he is. We are being changed into his likeness from glory to glory.
The Lord is my light, I shall not want. Looking to Christ and receiving his light, we
receive the one who is the glory and fullness of God. A saint is waiting to help us. “In
giving us his Son, His only Word (for he possess no other), He spoke everything to us at
once in his sole Word - and He has no more to say,” St. John of the Cross wrote in Ascent of
Mount Carmel. “Fasten your eyes on Him alone, because in Him I have spoken and
revealed all, and in Him, you shall discover even more than you ask for or desire. … Fix
your eyes on Him, and you will discern hidden in Him the most secret mysteries, and
wisdom, and the wonders of God.” All true living and all true learning is the discovery of
Christ once revealed. He is an endless treasure.
He is the light of the world, and in him we are lights to the world. Jesus is enough. Fix
your eyes on him, listen to him, go with him, take every grace he gives and bear the light
that he is. Jesus is everything good, true, and beautiful. He is enough. But do not take my
word for it. Take a word you would be hard-hearted to hear and not love, in the music of
Mavis Staples and Billy Preston. Listen and shine.
Look It Up
Watch “That’s Enough” by Mavis Staples and Billy Preston.
Think About It
Experience pastoral power.
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- from The Living Church, 2019

† Lenten Series

D

uring the season of Lent, we prepare our hearts for the joyous celebration of Christ’s
resurrection at Easter. In doing so, we often characterize Lent as a time of selfdenial and great sorrow. Yet, it is much more
than that. Lent is also a time
of joy, wonder, and
refreshment as we receive
divine forgiveness.

Join us for our Lenten
study on forgiveness as we discover more of
what it means to receive and live fully in God’s
forgiveness poured out for us. Tim Huber will lead us
through our four-week series beginning on Wednesday,
March 13th. We will begin with a "bring your own bowl"
soup supper at 6:30. Come join us!

Save the date: Tara Shepley will be ordained to the
transitional Diaconate on Saturday, June 29th,
at Christ Church Cathedral in Hartford.
† Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper Mardi Gras
Extravaganza

E

veryone is invited to Saint Paul’s
Annual Pancake Supper on Shrove
Tuesday, March 5th, from 5:30 to 7:00
pm. Come celebrate the final
moments before Lent begins with
pancakes and games, beads and
balloons!
A freewill
offering will
be accepted.
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† Saints of God
Thursday, February 28th

Anna Julia Haywood Cooper and Elizabeth Evelyn Wright
Educators, 1964, 1904

A

nna Julia Haywood Cooper was born about 1859 in Raleigh, North
Carolina, to an enslaved woman and a white man, presumably her
mother’s master. She attended St. Augustine Normal School and Collegiate
Institute, founded by the Episcopal Church to educate African American
teachers and clergy. There she became an Episcopalian and married
George Cooper, one of her instructors, who was the second African
American ordained to the Episcopal priesthood in North Carolina.
Widowed in 1879, Cooper received degrees from Oberlin College, and
was made principal of the African American high school in Washington,
D.C. Denied reappointment in 1906 because she refused to lower her
educational standards. Cooper emphasized the importance of equal
education for African Americans. An advocate for African American
women, Cooper assisted in organizing the Colored Women’s League and
the first Colored Settlement House in Washington, D.C.
At the age of 65, in 1925, Cooper became the fourth African American woman to
complete a doctorate, granted by the Sorbonne in Paris. From 1930-1942, she served as
President of Freylinghuysen University. She died at the age of 104.
lizabeth Evelyn Wright was born in Talbotton, Georgia, in 1872. Her father was an
African American and her mother of Cherokee descent.
With the encouragement of her teachers, Lizzie, as she was called, enrolled at Tuskegee
Institute in Alabama. She worked for the school during the day and attended night classes,
but Olivia Washington, wife of the head of Tuskegee, Booker T.
Washington, noted her promise and strength of character. Mrs.
Washington made it possible for Lizzie to attend day classes.
Wright interrupted her studies and went to Hampton County, South
Carolina, to establish a school for rural black children. Arsonists
thwarted her efforts and she returned to Tuskegee to finish her degree,
graduating in 1894. She returned to Hampton County to re-start her
school, but once again her efforts were turned back. Together with
two colleagues, Jessie Dorsey and Hattie Davidson, she ventured to
friendlier territory near Denmark in 1897. There she started the
Denmark Industrial Institute, modeled after Tuskegee. It continues
today as Voorhees College, affiliated with the Episcopal Church.

E

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40
years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on
the proud who sought to save themselves. But through
him God also comforted the humble with glimpses of a
Prince of Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert
blossoming...the prisoners set free....the hungry
fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing
discussions and enlightenment. Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from
9:15 - 11 am. For more info email Debbi Pomeroy
at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.
12

† Introducing....St. Paul's Pocket Prayer Shawl Ministry

S

mall knit, quilted or crochet pieces are prayerfully made to give comfort and
connection. Like their full-size versions, they aim to wrap the receiver in God's
loving protection. They bear this message:
God’s grace be upon you and this pocket prayer shawl.
As you make your way through life,
experience comfort, courage, warmth, love and peace.
From the giver to the receiver, may you travel in peace.
may you travel in love. You are always in our prayers.
St. Paul’s Church, Brookfield CT, Beyond the Red Door
Pocket Prayer Shawls will be available each Healing
Sunday. If you would like to assist in this ministry please
contact Mary Beth at durkin.mb@gmail.com.

I

t is hard to believe that Lent begins
next week. Have you considered
yet what disciplines your might assume
for these next weeks? Rather than
“giving something up,” what might you
“take on” that will help you grow as a
steward and apprentice of Jesus?
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† Transforming Stewardship
“A good tree does not bear rotten fruit, nor does a rotten
tree bear good fruit.”
(Luke 6:43)

A

re you using your God-given gifts in the way God
intended? Do you compare yourself to others and
complain about what you don’t have instead of being
thankful for what you do have? God gives each of us unique
gifts and a unique plan. Listen to how God is calling you to
use your gifts, to bear good fruit, for the glory of His name.

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about
their presence in church.
At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel
called to serve in this important ministry. If you are
interested in becoming a greeter, please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.
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Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes
Ash Wednesday, March 6th

10:00 am & 7:30 pm
15

† Art in the Christian Tradition
Cathedral of Christ the Light
Oakland, CA

W

hen Christ was transfigured, appearing in radiant glory with Moses and Elijah, the
disciples wanted to build booths for them. When we build churches today, such
as the strikingly transcendent interior of the
Cathedral of Christ the Light, are we trying
to "build a booth" to contain God? Or are
we transformed ourselves when worshiping
in a church of great beauty?
The Cathedral, located on the shores of
Lake Merritt in Oakland, is designed with
the symbolic representation of Jesus Christ
at its core. The 58-foot high image within
the Omega window (pictured here) is
created by natural light passing through
aluminum panels that have been pierced
with 94,000 holes. This image is a
depiction of Christ in Majesty, borrowed
from the sculpture of Christ in the central
doorway of the west entrance to Chartres
Cathedral in France. The use of natural
light in the Oakland Cathedral symbolizes
the movement of salvation history,
climaxing with the tangible, powerful,
presence of Christ. As the sun moves
across the sky, the movement of light
transforms the worship space.
The intentional design of this
sanctuary, active in its beauty and its
theological meaning, reveals the reciprocal
exchange of love between God and
humanity. As humans, we offer our
humble devotion, and God's presence is
strongly felt. In a place of such beauty,
natural and human-made, there are possibilities of transformation -- transformation and
devotion are brought to life in an exchange of heavenly and earthly love.

† Happy Birthday to
You!

D

avid Lindsay, Deanne
Hobson, Luisa Bernardo &
Maria Beck celebrate today!
Sunday is the big day for David
Williams. Bake a cake for Vito
Barbieri on Wednesday. Have a
blessed
day
everyone!
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the
Promised Land Part I.”

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED
Kingdom in the Promised Land.

† You Can Help

T

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients
to put their food in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you
usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place donations in
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

† Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors!

O

ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3
Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors
and inviting a different parent to join class each week.
Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for
them. They are invited to follow their child to class
following the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening
prayer, participate in the class discussion and bring a special
snack for the class to enjoy! We hope that this will better
connect families with their child’s teacher and what they are
learning in Sunday School each week. Please look for more
information coming soon in an email from your child’s
teacher. Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
17

Our Daily Bread Our Daily Bread for
March, April & May
is now available on
the table in the back
of the church. Our
Daily Bread contains
a scripture verse
and meditation
for each day.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a
card from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for
that request for one week. How comforting to know that your
request is being prayed for and that you are praying for
someone else’s! You might just be praying for the person
sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please send your
request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

A

sh Wednesday is quickly approaching. Why not take these next week to pray
about how we might strengthen our habits of prayer and study, community
worship, care for others, and perhaps, even more generous responses to “the least and
the lost” among us?

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations.
Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit
card. Our electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and provides much needed
donation consistency for our congregation. There
is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will
be no changes if you choose to still use your
present method of giving. The system is simple
using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give
Now” button at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create Profile” button to create
your unique on line profile. After you have created your profile, follow the on line
instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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Hyena Den

† The Failure of Morality Teachers

“T

heir argument has been
this: That what you need to
do to confront this moral problem,
this whole business of temptation
and evil, is to instruct people.
Instruct them in goodness. They
believe (and still believe it obviously)
that if you educate people, you’ll
make them moral. If you only teach
people philosophy and get them
familiarized with the great thoughts,
the moral maxims… Get them to rub
their minds against these and
gradually they will come to live a
good life. That’s the basis of the
teaching. Teach them about
heroism; teach them about courage.
Hold these great ideals before them
and they will rise up to it…
“They turned their back on
godliness and the Bible. What were
they teaching? They were talking
about goodness and beauty and
truth. These were the things
emphasized by the great
philosophers and therefore what you
needed to do was tell people about
goodness and beauty and truth, and
they would all respond and rise up to
it. You didn’t need all this ‘folklore’
and all this ‘semi-magic’ of the
miracles and about an atoning death
of the Son of God and all that. You
shed all that; you’ve outgrown all
that. Now of course you are just

going to worship goodness and
beauty and truth. So you don’t go to
church on Sunday. You go to an art
gallery or you go out into the country
and look at the sea or a sunset, and
you read beautiful poetry and
beautiful literature, and thus you
gradually build up yourself with this
wonderful idealistic view of life…
“Oh, what a profound book this
Bible is! If the authorities only read
it and understood it… They don’t
believe in sin any longer. They don’t
believe in the fall of man… Their
endeavors come to nothing and less
than nothing… The problem is the
problem of man in sin, with his mind
and heart and conscience defiled,
twisted, perverted. And the more
you ‘educate’ him, the more you
encourage the evil that is in him.
You increase his cleverness, his
ingenuity of doing it all. As if to have
knowledge could solve the problem of
temptation. As if the great
philosophers never sinned…
“How sad it is; how tragic it is.”
- Martyn Lloyd-Jones, on moral
education outside of Scripture,
excerpts from his
“Citizens of Heaven” sermon
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oses was forced to wear a veil in the presence of the Israelites.
When did he remove the veil?
Exodus 34:34-35 NIV

† This Sunday’s Readings
Glory on the Mountain

Luke 9:28-43

The Transfiguration is an apt
Exodus 34:29-35
n our first reading we hear how Moses’ face shone after he had
Preface to Lent and Jesus' journey to
spoken with the Lord. When Moses came down from Mount Sinai
Jerusalem, because what lies ahead is
after again receiving the ten commandments, the people were afraid to
approach him because of the radiance of his face. Whenever he talked with both a confrontation between the non
the people, he had to wear a veil.
-violent justice of the Kingdom of
Psalm 99
God and the violent injustice of the
The holy and mighty Lord reigns on high. God spoke to Israel’s leaders
from a pillar of cloud and has forgiven them their misdeeds.
Roman Empire; as well as the non2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2
violent way of the Beloved versus the
In our New Testament reading Paul celebrates the freedom and
hoped-for victory by the Messiah.
boldness that comes to believers through Christ. Moses veiled his face
when leaving the Lord’s presence, but now the veil is removed and open
The crowds at Jerusalem will be
access is given to God in Jesus. The Spirit brings transformation through
cheering for "the one who is bringing
God’s mercy, therefore right conduct and transparency are to characterize
the Kingdom of our ancestor David."
the dealings of God’s people, commending themselves to all with clear
conscience.
This is not the same as welcoming
Luke 9:28-43
God's Beloved. How much in our
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ transfiguration. The narrative is richly
hearts, we are still cheering for Jesus
woven with themes and symbols drawn from Israel’s past and its hopes for
the future. Moses and Elijah represent the law and the prophets whose
as the triumphant Victor?
promises Jesus fulfills. While Jesus is praying, divine glory is reflected in his
human person. The chosen disciples hear a voice from the cloud declaring
that this is God’s beloved Son. The next day, having descended the mountain, Jesus’
ministry
continues with
the dramatic
healing of a boy
subject to
convulsions,
astounding all
either the glory of
God.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

L

ove Do Good. Bless. Pray. To replay all
our sermons, audio and videos follow this link
for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....St. David’s, Gales Ferry; St. James’, Glastonbury;
St. Luke’s, Glastonbury; Christ Church, Greenwich.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Prison ministry and prison chaplains; the ECCT
Faith Behind Bars & Beyond Ministry Network.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Joe &
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti,
Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise,
Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu
Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie,
Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Chile; the people of Cambodia; Diocese of Toliara (Indian
Ocean) The Rt Revd Todd McGregor (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and brother
members of the National Association of Congregational Christian Churches. (America).
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March.
.....Augie's Numero Uno, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Agriculture.
.....That we use God’s gifts in the way he intended to bear good fruit and for the glory of his
name.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much. She is 98 years old and needs
prayers for comfort and peace.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
The Little Frog - A Feeln
Original Short Animation
Scalzo vid

These little frogs will change your
perspective in a matter of minutes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NxR2NYTyeyY
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March Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
March 3rd
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Exodus 34:29-35 Lyndon Thomas
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 99 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sanra Visser / Larry Creagh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 34:29-35 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 99 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
March 10th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Alex Naradzay
Acolyte: John Tuthill
Lector: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Cheryl Mitchell
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 Romans 10:8b-13
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Lauri DoBosh / Ron Switzer
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Lay Reader: Larry Creagh
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 Romans 10:8b-13
March 17th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Alex Naradzay
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 27 Philippians 3:17-4:1
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March 17th
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Larry Creagh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Genesis 15:1-12,17-18 Mary Perry
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 27 Philippians 3:17-4:1

March 24th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Lyndon Thomas
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Cheryl Mitchell
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Exodus 3:1-15 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Larry Creagh
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Psalm 63:1-8
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
March 31st
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Alex Naradzay
Acolyte: Don Winkley
Lector: Joshua 5:9-12 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 32 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Dorothy Pepin / Larry Creagh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Joshua 5:9-12 Ray Ferro
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 32 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

March 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves

3 Last Epiphany 4

5

6 Ash
7
Wednesday

8:00 am Traditional
10:00 am Christian
9:15 am Ladies Bible
Communion
Caring
Study 10:00 am Holy
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
Communion &
10:30 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 5:30 pm Shrove Tuesday
Imposition of Ashes
Pancake Supper &
10:30 am Contemporary
Mardi Gras 7:30 pm Holy
Communion 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study
Communion &
Imposition of Ashes

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

10 1 Lent

14

11

12

13

7:30 pm - Property
Committee
7:30 pm - Music Night

9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
5:45 pm PraiseKicks
Communion & Healing
Study
7:30 pm - Music Night
6:30 pm Lenten Series
5:45 pm PraiseKicks

17 2 Lent

19 St. Joseph

15

21

16
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:15 Boy Scouts Troop #5

20

9
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

6:30 pm - Safety
Committee

8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Staff Meeting
Communion
7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
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8
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8:00 am Traditional
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
5:45 pm PraiseKicks
Communion
Communion & Healing
Study
Study
7:30 pm - Music Night
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
6:30 pm Lenten Series
5:45 pm PraiseKicks
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
7:15 Boy Scouts Troop #5

23
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

24 3 Lent

25 The
26
Annunciation

27

28

8:00 am Traditional
9:15 am Ladies Bible
10:00 am Holy
Communion 7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Communion & Healing 5:45 pm PraiseKicks
Study
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
Study 5:45 pm PraiseKicks
6:30 pm Lenten Series
7:30 pm - Music Night
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
7:15 Boy Scouts Troop #5
Communion
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30
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12

Group

9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves

31 4 Lent
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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Did you know … that Ash Wednesday has
never occurred on Leap Year Day (February 29th),
and it will not occur as such until 2096?

