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† A Response to God's Forgiveness of Us
"Forgive one another just as God in Christ has forgiven you"
Ephesians 4:32

Dear Friends,

D

uring this season of Lent, we are offering an intentional focus on the place of
forgiveness in our lives. The above Scripture from Ephesians parallels how
Jesus taught us to pray in the Lord's Prayer: "Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive
those who trespass against us." We forgive one another as a response to God's
forgiveness of us, and it is axiomatic that we are forgiven as we forgive.
"Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven" prepares the ground for such release as
we begin the Lord's Prayer, a declaration that we desire to live under God's
sovereign plan.

As we study the teachings of Christ, we find that forgiveness is for our spiritual
freedom. When we let go of unforgiveness, it is a sign that we are truly trusting
God to work our circumstances for good.
Over the next three Wednesday evenings, we will continue to explore the place of
forgiveness in our lives. For those whom the Son sets free are free indeed (John
8:36), and we as a church are called to such freedom as we follow Jesus.
Lenten blessings,

† "Trust Me," He Says...

Q

by John Tuthill

uick! When someone says, "Trust me," what's that first reaction like deep down
in the gut? It may depend - is the person known well enough? Is there a
confidence that rests on a strong enough relationship to allow trust? For many, it
is a real challenge. Trusting even those we've known for a very long time indeed can be
hard, and in many cases for good reasons; siblings, co-workers, neighbors, etc. can often be
a challenge to trust based on let-downs that many people are prone to. Today, I've managed
to exceed even this level of mistrust. Trying to write this today, I find that I now do not
even trust...MYSELF! I might cite an avalanche of scripture quotes. And instead of
encouraging anyone at all, the result may be that they become a burden as a perceived list of
biblical platitudes, an "impossible gospel" toward which to strive and struggle, a pie-in-thesky (hopefully) before-you-die place to eventually reach on our own.
Here's the point: there is good news! From the readings we will hear on Sunday, the
LORD shows He is well-aware of this difficulty about our doubting. Jesus understands.
And what's more, Jesus shows in the gospel reading (Luke 13:28-36) what a long-suffering
willingness He has to save even "unwilling" peoples. Watch this! In Luke 13 Jesus says,
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem! The city that KILLS the prophets and stones those who are sent to
it! How often I have desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood
under her wings, and you were NOT willing!" (v. 34). Jesus desires to gather up those who
are way-past doubting, these are even killers He desires to save, even despite themselves.
As Romans 5:8 shows the true extent of God's mercy and grace, it was "While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us." There is a love there which worthy of all trust. But wait, again
the LORD shows another gracious meeting of someone expressing serous mistrust and
doubt of His promises. As soon as the second verse our Old Testament reading this Sunday
(Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18) Abram (later called Abraham) seems to express a hopeless despair
to God about the as-yet unmet promise of the heirs and children he would get: "Oh LORD
God, what will you give me, for I continue childless...?" The rest of the reading is one not
to be missed - the extent the LORD goes to just to "prove" what the LORD should not need
to prove is a great mercy on doubting and despairing Abram. Our Psalm this Sunday is
number 27 which puts into perspective how even our biggest dreads and fears are tiny when
compared to just Who it is that is on our side and in complete control: "The LORD is my
light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid?" Please see the short video below for further perspective on there
being no other in which to place 100% FULL trust.
A favorite verse for many is the one which names Jesus our eternal "High Priest" in
Hebrews 4:15. It says there that Jesus is "...not unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but one Who in every way has been tempted, just as we are - yet He did not sin!" (Recall
Jesus' temptation for forty days in the wilderness in last week's gospel?) Jesus offers us
rest! We have from Him assurance. His to give is the only true and lasting peace that can
ever be had. We often do, but we do not need to, strongly "fret" about tomorrow and the
next day. But we can be given to KNOW that when all appearances seem to allow for no
way out, when there is no imaginable scenario of escape or to what we want as the outcome,
that is when there is a "sure and certain hope" given (that is an old phrase from the 1928
BCP burial rite, of all places!). The more time spent in prayer, the more times there is a
Bible study to go to or for Christian fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ, that
relationship builds and trust grows to be more and more natural. Through experience in
these things (see 2 Corinthians 1:10) God is more clearly seen working in all of life's
circumstances - incredibly, even in the worst of the very bad and in the good also! This will
make zero sense to people who do not know Jesus (yet). He enables us to trust by the Holy
Spirit making us "see" Him (Ephesians 1:18-20) even though we do not see Him (yet) with
physical eyes. We are blessed because by His grace we
have believed with a better vision than what we naturally
rely on - physical sight and senses. This is a learned
ability the Lord provides, actually resting in the arms of
God. Psalm 131:2 puts it this way, I have calmed and
quieted myself, I am like a weaned child with its mother;
like a weaned child I am content." Thanks be to God!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, March 19th

St. Joseph

I

n the face of circumstances that distressed even a man of such tenderness and
obedience to God as Joseph, he accepted the vocation of protecting Mary and being a
father to Jesus. He is honored in Christian
tradition for the nurturing care and
protection he provided for the infant Jesus
and his mother in taking them to Egypt to
escape Herod’s slaughter of the innocents,
and in rearing him as a faithful Jew at
Nazareth. The Gospel according to
Matthew pictures Joseph as a man of deep
devotion, open to mystical experiences,
and as a man of compassion, who accepted
his God-given responsibility with
gentleness and humility.
Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant
of David, and a carpenter by trade. As
Joseph the Carpenter, he is considered the
patron saint of the working man, one who not only worked with his hands, but taught his
trade to Jesus. The little that is told of him is a testimony to the trust in God which values
simple everyday duties, and gives an example of a loving husband and father.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 14 - 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Mar 16 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
Sun, Mar 17 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
Mon, Mar 18 - 7:00 pm
Tues, Mar 19
- 9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Wed, Mar 20 -10:00 am
6:30 pm
Thu, Mar 21 - 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Mar 23 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Mar 24 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube)
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube)
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (YouTube)

-

Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook)
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall (YouTube)
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube)
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube)

2nd Sunday in Lent

St. Joseph

3rd Sunday in Lent
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† Offer All to Him

A

by Steve Hemming

s I stood quietly before God at the altar, I lifted up this simple, heartfelt prayer to
Him; “I want all you have to offer.” “Then offer Me all you have,” came His
immediate response. I knew this turn of phrase was clearly from the Lord, for I
am just not that clever or quick. The proverbial ball was now in my court, and it was up to
me to act upon what He had spoken to me. Initially, I did not know how to proceed, but one
thing I clearly understood; God wanted all of me, and nothing less would suffice. Has God
expressed similar words to your heart?
The Lord is searching for those whose hearts
are loyal to Him (2 Chronicles 16:9), people
who will cease chasing after human desires,
and live the rest of their lives in pursuit of
the will of God (1 Peter 4:2). While the
specifics may vary between individuals, the
Lord desires wholehearted commitment from
each of us. He wants to set the godly apart
for Himself. And He is not willing to share
us with the things of this world. For it is
written that our God is a consuming fire, a
jealous God (Deuteronomy 4:24, also see
James 4:5).
Here are just a few examples from the
Bible that depict the manner of devotion God
desires from you and me:
Forsake All – “So likewise, whoever of
you does not forsake all that he has cannot
be My disciple” (Luke 14:33).
Deny Ourselves – “Then He said to
them all, “If anyone desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. For what profit is it to a man if he gains the
whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?” (Luke 9:23-25).
We no Longer Live, but Christ Lives in Us – “I have been crucified with Christ; it is
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).
Do All for Him – “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him ” (Colossians 3:17).
Love, Seek, and Trust Him with All Our Heart – Love – “Jesus said to him, “‘You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind” (Matthew 22:37).
Seek – “And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your
heart” (Jeremiah 29:13).
Trust – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths” Proverbs 3:5-6).
Jesus our Lord loved us and gave Himself for us, as an offering and a sacrifice to our
Father in Heaven (Ephesians 5:2). In response to God’s great mercy towards us, let us in
turn offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to Him, freely giving ourselves
to the Lord in sincere appreciation and humble adoration (Romans 12:1).
“All to Jesus I surrender, All to Him I freely give; I will ever love and trust
Him, In His presence daily live.” Lyric from "I Surrender All" (Click-on title to
listen) Judson W. Van DeVenter, 1896
4

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 17th 8 am Ferro’s’s
10:30 am Nicole OÇonnor
Mar 24th 8 am & 10:30 am
Stephen Ministry
Mar 31st 8 am Mary Allen 10:30 am JoAnn Hornak
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study in their weekly study is slowly and
methodically dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the
Ephesians. They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall. All
the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel.

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is
growing. Check it out in person or watch
the homily each week on Facebook
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† Without Fear
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 • Psalm 27 • Philippians 3:17-4:1 • Luke 13:31-35

“G

o and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting our demons and performing cures
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work’” (Luke 13:32).
Jesus will do what he will do and from day to day. He will cast out demons and cure the ill.
He will go where the Father sends him, even to Jerusalem, that great city on a hill. He will
suffer rejection, unjust judgment, and a brutal death. He will finish his work of the third
day, breaking the bonds of death and hell. He will do all this with a love that gathers
children and shelters them with sure and loving arms.
Rising from the dead, Jesus will show his almighty power, a power he held all along.
Walking those ancient streets, he had no reason to fear Herod, and he had no intention to
escape. He is the way and he will
go where he will go and do what
he will do.
Jesus has taken upon himself
our humanity and assumed it into
his divine life. Caught up in
Christ, we may affirm with total
confidence: “As many of you as
were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourself with Christ.
There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:27-28). This
unity amid diversity is also a
mixture and a multitude, millions
upon millions, a countless host. Inside the heart of Jesus there is a mansion of many rooms,
a place for all the descendants of Abraham and all the peoples of the earth with whom
Abraham would share his blessing. How many?
“He brought [Abraham] outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be’” (Gen.
15:5). The stars of heaven are akin to the souls set alight in the heart of Jesus. This is not
mere inclusion, but transformation, a kind of transposition from the key of fallen humanity
to the key of life and hope and redemption in Christ.
Jesus is home. “[O]ur citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may
be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all thing
subject to himself” (Phil. 3:20-21). Subjection to Jesus is not submission to an arbitrary and
belligerent will. It is rather a conformity - a being formed together with all in Christ - being
refashioned as your highest self as willed by God in Christ. To be a member of the body of
his glory is to be gloriously free.
We are in Christ. And so we need not fear Herod, or any person. In Christ we may say,
“The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?” (Ps. 27:1b). “For he will
hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock” (Ps. 27:5).
We see the storms and feel the wind and hear the sound of many waters in this
tumultuous age. Sometimes we tremble, sometimes we sink, sometimes we faint from fear
and weep with sorrow. Still, Jesus embraces and holds fast, and loses not one. Not one.
Look It Up
From the Collect: “Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring them
again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable
truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son.”
Think About It
His glory and mercy say, “Be not afraid.”
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- from The Living Church, 2019

† Introducing....St. Paul's Pocket Prayer Shawl Ministry

S

mall knit, quilted or crochet pieces are prayerfully made to give comfort and
connection. Like their full-size versions, they aim to wrap the receiver in God's
loving protection. They bear this message:
God’s grace be upon you and this pocket prayer shawl.
As you make your way through life,
experience comfort, courage, warmth, love and peace.
From the giver to the receiver, may you travel in peace.
may you travel in love. You are always in our prayers.
St. Paul’s Church, Brookfield CT, Beyond the Red Door
Pocket Prayer Shawls will be available each Healing
Sunday. If you would like to assist in this ministry please
contact Mary Beth at durkin.mb@gmail.com.

“S

o shall your descendants be.”
Just think, you are one of those
descendants. Perhaps you sometimes think
you are uncountable, as well all the stars
Abraham could not number. But we are
assured that we are loved and counted by
God Himself, who numbers us all as His
own. How can we not be full of gratitude
for such a special gift?
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Q: Who did Jesus call a fox?
a) Judas
b) Herod
c) Caiaphas
Luke 13:31-33 NIV

† What’s up with the Hot Cross Buns?

A

t the 8 am coffee hour last Sunday, someone provided a dozen hot cross buns that
were quickly devoured. What are they and why do they appear in supermarkets this
time of year? A hot cross bun is a spiced sweet bun made with currants or raisins, marked
with a cross on the top. The different parts of the hot cross bun have a certain meaning,
including the cross representing the crucifixion
of Jesus, and the spices inside signifying the
spices used to embalm him at his burial.
In many historically Christian countries,
plain buns made without dairy products
(forbidden in Lent until Palm Sunday) are
traditionally eaten hot or toasted during Lent,
beginning with the evening of Shrove Tuesday
(the evening before Ash Wednesday) to midday
Good Friday.
The ancient Greeks may have marked cakes with a cross. One theory is that the Hot
Cross Bun originates from St Albans, where Brother Thomas Rodcliffe, a 14th Century
monk at St Albans Abbey, developed a similar recipe called an 'Alban Bun' and distributed
the bun to the local poor on Good Friday, starting in 1361.
In the time of Elizabeth I of England (1592), the London Clerk of Markets issued a
decree forbidding the sale of hot cross buns and other spiced breads, except at burials, on
Good Friday, or at Christmas. The punishment for transgressing the decree was forfeiture of
all the forbidden product to the poor. As a result of this decree, hot cross buns at the time
were primarily made in home kitchens. Further attempts to suppress the sale of these items
took place during the reign of James I of England/James VI of Scotland (1603–1625). The
first definite record of hot cross buns comes from a London street cry: "Good Friday comes
this month, the old woman runs. With one or two a penny hot cross buns," which appeared
in Poor Robin's Almanac for 1733. Food historian Ivan Day states, "The buns were made in
London during the 18th century."

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Book of Isaiah, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
ISAIAH His name meant "the Lord is salvation" and this was his message for over 40
years. Through him the Lord pronounced judgment on
the proud who sought to save themselves. But through
him God also comforted the humble with glimpses of a
Prince of Peace and a Suffering Servant...a desert
blossoming...the prisoners set free....the hungry
fed....and the homeless sheltered.
This will be an 18 week study of amazing
discussions and enlightenment. Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from
9:15 - 11 am. For more info email Debbi Pomeroy
at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Sunday, March 17th

Patrick

Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461

P

atrick was born into a Christian family somewhere on the northwest coast of Britain
in about 390. His grandfather had been a Christian priest and his father, Calpornius,
a deacon. Calpornius was an important official in the late Roman imperial government of
Britain.
It was not unusual in this post-Constantinian period for
such state officials to be in holy orders. When Patrick was
about sixteen, he was captured by a band of Irish slaveraiders. He was carried off to Ireland and forced to serve as a
shepherd. When he was about twenty-one, he escaped and
returned to Britain, where he was educated as a Christian. He
tells us that he took holy orders as both presbyter and bishop,
although no particular see is known as his at this time. A
vision then called him to return to Ireland. This he did about
the year 431.
Tradition holds that Patrick landed not far from the place
of his earlier captivity, near what is
now known as Downpatrick (a
“down” or “dun” is a fortified hill, the
stronghold of a local Irish king). He then began a remarkable process
of missionary conversion throughout the country that continued until
his death, probably in 461. He made his appeal to the local
kings and through them to their tribes. Christianizing the old
pagan religion as he went, Patrick erected Christian churches
over sites already regarded as sacred, had crosses carved on old
druidic pillars, and put sacred wells and springs under the
protection of Christian saints.
Many legends of Patrick’s Irish missionary travels possess
substrata of truth, especially those telling of his conversion of the three major
Irish High
Kings. At Armagh, he is said to have established his principal church. To this day, Armagh
is regarded as the primatial see of all Ireland.
Two works are attributed to Patrick: an autobiographical Confession, in which he tells
us, among other things, that he was criticized by his contemporaries for lack of learning, and
a Letter to Coroticus, a British chieftain. The Lorica or St. Patrick’s Breastplate (“I bind
unto myself today”) is probably not his, but it expresses his faith and zeal.

T

hank you to our Prayer Shawl
Ministry who provide a non-stop
supply of unique hand made shawls that are
blessed and given to shut-ins, people in
hospitals and others needing a special
healing touch. May they continue to cradle
the recipients in hope, keep them in joy and
wrapped in God’s love.
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Follow David’s
fifth expedition to
Africa and fourth
trip to East Africa
as he conducts
field research with
Columbia and
Princeton
University. He is
based at Mpala
Research Centre
in Nanyuki,
Kenya.
Click here for
more pictures and
blog.

David Shepley’s Kenya Blog

W

Be sure to check
out his blog for
more recent
thoughts and
photos on Mount
Kenya climbing,
dogs, rhinos,
camel milk and
leopards.

† Mpala River Camp – Week 4

e began our course on animal behavior and ecology by moving to the Mpala
River Camp situated ten minutes from the main center. The river camp sits
adjacent to the Ewaso N’giro River and consists of a line of canvas tents and
an open-air dining hut, doubling as a classroom. One of the great features of the river camp
is the fire pit. The fire pit sits in the middle of an earth-sunken, stone circle. The Askari
soldiers delivered a heap of tree trunk-size, sun-bleached timber to burn. Six-foot tall
flames… hot!
Sitting by the fire after dinner each night marked the best moments of the week.
Sometimes in late-night discussion with the Askari, sometimes in solitary reflection,
sometimes in fixation of the galaxy…
From my tent during the day, I watched baboon troupes forage and fight along the river
or giraffe browse spikey acacia. At night, sleeping in a mesh tent by the river brought with
it a host of
new sounds. I
listened to
monkeys chirp
warning calls
against a
lurking
leopard, hyena
whoop at
dawn, and
even the
elusive leopard
huff from
within the
brambles
lining the
river.
While at
the river camp,
I ended up
feeling
somewhat
more
introspective
than usual, desiring space from the rest of the group. On my second night at the river camp I
wrote this:
(Continued on page 11)
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Tomato Fi

H

ields

Hyena Den

(Continued from page 10)

Mpala River Camp

“…Last night was special, however, as I made the move to leave the conversation
between the rest of the students and professor – which seemed to have fizzled out into
nothing of great depth – and joined the Maasai by the fire. I ended up staying there
with them for a couple of hours reclining on pillows and gazing into the moonlesssky. I watched meteors and engaged in some small talk in an attempt to work on my
Swahili and pick up a couple more Maasai words. As with my previous experiences,
however, my main
enjoyment consisted
in simply being with
the Maasai.
“The Askari sleep
and keep watch by the
fire all night and are
alert to any and all
wildlife – notably
hyena, leopard, lion,
elephant, and buffalo.
I recognize that this
task, sleeping around
the fire to stay
attentive to what may
emerge from the dark
wilderness, comes
naturally to their
culture and sense of
place. The Maasai
are a warrior,
pastoralist people that
have been living in
the same African
bush for thousands of
years. These are a people that tend great fires like those at the river camp to protect
their homestead and also to engage in camaraderie, de-stress, and meditate in a
wooded wilderness that maintains elements of serenity and quiet while still teaming
with all the sounds of life. Having lived intimately with
these warrior herdsmen, I felt a familiarity and serenity
being in their company regardless of my lack of common
tongue. I am grateful for their deep knowledge of the
land, security, and friendship.
“As I sat around the fire, I felt myself falling into a
light trance, un-focusing my eyes as I stared into the Milky
Way; blurred shapes emerged through the contrast of
patches of milky constellation and pockets of infinite
black. Crickets, bullfrogs, monkeys, and birds enveloped
me in their night calls. The dancing, orange flames, red
embers and crackling timber soon captured my gaze. Fire
both mystifies and comforts the human as its ever-shifting
form travels alongside man into the next moment of time,
keeping him aware of the present and company in the
absence of all else.”
Dwelling with strangers of a foreign tongue or in silence
allows one to explore human connection and understanding
in channels that exceed linguistic comprehension. As I sat
with the Askari, I often understood the content and emotion
of their conversations through the expression of their tone
and behavior. Experiencing this sense of understanding is
the most convincing proof of human oneness.
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† Lenten Series

D

uring the season of Lent, we prepare our hearts for the joyous celebration of
Christ’s resurrection at Easter. In doing so, we often characterize Lent as a
time of self-denial and great sorrow. Yet, it is much more than that. Lent is also a
time of joy, wonder, and
refreshment as we receive
divine forgiveness. Join
us for our

Lenten study on forgiveness
as we discover more of what it means to receive
and live fully in God’s forgiveness poured out for
us. Tim Huber will lead us through our four-week
series beginning on Wednesday, March 13th. We
will begin with a "bring your own bowl" soup supper
at 6:30. Come join us!

Save the date: Tara Shepley will be ordained to the transitional
Diaconate on Saturday, June 29th, at Christ Church
Cathedral in Hartford.
† Happy Birthday to You!

K

athy Brown & Marie Williams celebrate Saturday! Sunday is the
big day for Laurie DoBosh. Kenneth Brown & Sandy Chaleski
will be blowing out candles on Monday. Bake a cake for Chuck Connors
& Rachel Melody on Tuesday. Throw a party for Clayton Ferry &
Marion Franklin on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the
Chaldeans to give you this land as a possession.”
(Genesis 15:7)

J

ust as the Lord gave Abraham, Moses and the
Israelites a land to possess, He has also given
each of us a home. Whether our home is grand or
humble, it is a gift from God. Abraham prepared a great
sacrifice to the Lord in gratitude for the home God gave
him. How do we show our gratitude to God for the home
He has given us? Do we make a sacrifice of any kind?
Do we return any of our finances to God, investing equally
in our eternal home just as we invest in our earthly home?
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† Restarting with Abraham

W

hen a particular piece of software starts to behave oddly, becomes sluggish or
unresponsive or is incapable of being shut down properly - perhaps bringing with
it the real danger of the whole computer locking up - the wise move is often to restart the
operating system. Windows users are all too familiar with the last ditch response of hitting
the Ctrl+Alt+Del key combination in order to try and get themselves out of just this sort of
trouble.
In the Old Testament passage set for this Sunday we discover
that Abraham is in an unstable state and his 'faith operating system'
is in danger of locking up. God's response is to go for a Restart
too. In Abraham's case this happens through a vision in which he
is quite literally reminded, reformed and reinvigorated by the facts
of God's love for him. In the narrative of the vision Abraham's
issues unfold one by one and center around a single recurrent theme; time
has passed and he cannot see how God is going to fulfil all that God has
promised to be for him and achieve through him (Genesis 12).
So he is understandably unsettled and anxious, uncertain and
doubtful that his life will ever turn out the way that he thought that it
would. How is an old man without children of his own ever going to become the parent of a
new nation? From where he stands, Abraham just cannot envisage the steps which will
make that journey and the fulfilling of God's promise possible. So he questions God: "what
will you give me?" (Genesis 15:2), followed swiftly by "how am I to know that I will
possess it?" (Genesis 15:8). Abraham's faith is in crisis, and the very fact that this episode is
retold in the way that it is suggests that he is an archetype for experiences which are not
uncommon or unusual, but natural, understandable and to be expected from time to time.
How is God to respond to this failure and breakdown of trust? Not as we might have
imagined given the popular conception of the God of the Old Testament as being
bloodthirsty, vengeful and intolerant. What we discover instead is that God is experienced
as patient, kind and full of encouragement. God does not give up on Abraham, but enables
him instead to hold fast to and re-engage with God's love for him. Rather than finding
himself rebuked and reproached for expressing his doubts, through the vision Abraham is
reassured and reaffirmed. God responds to Abraham in his time of need in ways that do not
diminish his faith and self worth, but rather which rekindle his faith expectation and restore
his integrity.
This all happens in a particularly vivid fashion. The text moves from visionary
encounter to the deep dark terror of Abraham's worst nightmare. The narrative begins with
God addressing Abraham's fear and reminding him that he is his shield and that his
faithfulness will be rewarded. Indeed God expands upon the original call of Abraham by
recasting it in superlative terms: "Look towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be" (Genesis 15:6). Abraham
responds positively to this encouragement and is appreciated by God for it (Genesis 15:9).
The substance of Abraham's terror stricken nightmare is portrayed in the starkest terms
imaginable: the future holds a prolonged period of seemingly unendurable slavery and
oppression in prospect, and only after this will the prospects of the people look anything like
those expressed in the original promise given by God to Abraham. Although he will
personally have a long and fulfilling life, Abraham's descendants have a rough ride ahead.
But through it all the original promise which God made will hold good and be realized. And
it is within his horrid nightmare vision that Abraham experiences God reaffirming that
promise to him in terms of a binding covenant, stunning in its depth of grace on God's part,
enacted using the common sacrificial imagery of covenants of the period. God is depicted as
binding everything together for Abraham through an epiphany of smoke and fire.
This is the faith which Jesus inherits and in which he is formed. Despite everything
which would militate against them, God's purposes of love will come to fruition within the
nightmare realities of life. God never gives up and never gives in. When faith wobbles or
religion fails God acts to restart the operating system. Through Jesus this happens not just to
one individual, but to a whole social, economic, political and religious system. God acts
decisively and presses the incarnational Ctrl+Alt+Del, intending to reset and restart
everything to run as love intends.
- by David Perry, VisualTheology
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† Vestry Meeting
February 13th

Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm. Mary Perry
led a Bible study on Ecclesiastes 3, how
there is a time for everything in our lives.
Ken’s mom had just died and this was read at
her service. Ken’s mom lived her life to go
and live with Jesus. God brings all things
into our lives, He has everything under His
control, He is always with us. God changes
the seasons in our lives when He wants to
teach us something. David Williams gave
his testimony, he was born into an Irish
Catholic family and went through 12 years of
Catholic education, he was proud to be a
Catholic. He walked away when he went to
college. He met Connie, the love of his life,
they married and had children. They were
looking for a preschool and found a
Presbyterian church that had a preschool that
gave a discount if you belonged to their
church. Started attending this church and

Franklin Funds are up
$50,000 over 2018 year
end. The Capital
Campaign is 99.9% paid.
Committee Reports: Dave
Allen submitted a written report for the
Property Committee.
Rector’s Report: Fr. Shepley welcomed
the new Vestry members and all others to
another year of service. Tara Shepley will be
ordained to the transitional Diaconate on
June 29th. She will be priested six months
later. Justin Doty is taking time out of the
process for ordination. Stephen Nagy is in
Rome doing mission work. We will have a
fourth seminarian visiting us, Misty, from
the Diocese of Albany. She will be here to
help her discern her future. There will be a
four week Lenten study on forgiveness led
by Tim Huber on Wednesdays following our
soup supper.

Old Business: David
Williams explained that the
Vestry operates on a
consensus basis, not a
majority rules basis. The
loved and enjoyed the church and the people. March meeting of Vestry will be held on
When the moved they went church shopping March 11th due to the Lenten study. The
and finally attended an Episcopal church
new lights in Crocker Hall are brighter than
where the sermons made them feel at home. expected and will be placed in other areas as
They started working with the youth and
needed with lights of lesser lumens installed
were drawn into the life of the church. At
in Crocker Hall.
one service a youth gave a sermon which
included her testimony of coming to the Lord New Business: Property Funding Process
was discussed. Property Committee is asked
which broke his heart. He and Connie
to come up with necessary projects and to
answered an altar call and prayed the
sinner’s prayer and his life flipped. He had a get cost estimates. The Parochial Report was
hunger to read the Bible and he joined small approved and signed to be sent to the
Diocese. The Vestry approved funds in the
groups to study the word. They moved to
Connecticut and tried different churches, an amount of $1,000 to send six people to a
youth weekend at Camp Washington called
Assembly of God preacher suggested that
“Happening.” Funds will come from Blake
they try St. Paul’s, where they were
Fund. The Vestry Retreat will be held
expected! Their Virginia minister had
Saturday March 16th A Place for Hope and
written to St. Paul’s to expect them! At St.
Healing.
Paul’s he has grown in desire to do service
and to love others, he is looking to love and Closing: The meeting was closed with
serve the unlovable. The January minutes
prayer at 9:35 pm by Mary Perry.
were approved as written.
Respectfully submitted,
Treasurer’s Report: Expenses exceeded Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry
income by $12,303 for the month of January.
We are generally desirous to have fair and well-printed Bibles; but the fairest and finest
impression of the Bible is to have it well printed on the reader’s heart.
- Dr. John Arrowsmith
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The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum has begun a study entitled “People of the
Promised Land Part I.”

People of the Promised Land I covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED
Kingdom in the Promised Land.

† You Can Help

T

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients
to put their food in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you
usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place donations in
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).

† Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors!

O

ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3
Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors
and inviting a different parent to join class each week.
Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for
them. They are invited to follow their child to class
following the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening
prayer, participate in the class discussion and bring a special
snack for the class to enjoy! We hope that this will better
connect families with their child’s teacher and what they are
learning in Sunday School each week. Please look for more
information coming soon in an email from your child’s
teacher. Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Starry Night

Museum of Modern Art
1889
Gogh, Vincent van, 1853-1890

T

he Starry Night is an oil on canvas by the Dutch post-impressionist painter Vincent
van Gogh. Painted in June, 1889, it depicts the view from the east-facing window
of his asylum room at Saint-Rémy-de-Provence, just before sunrise, with the addition of an
idealized village. It has been in the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art in
New York City since 1941, acquired through the
Lillie P. Bliss Bequest. It is regarded as among
Van Gogh's finest works, and is one of the most
recognized paintings in the history of Western
culture.
"A starry sky is something I should like to try
to do, just as in the daytime I am going to try to
paint a green meadow spangled with dandelions."
He compared the stars to dots on a map and mused
that, as one takes a train to travel on earth, "we
take death to reach a star." Although at this point
in his life Van Gogh was disillusioned by religion,
he appears not to have lost his belief in an
afterlife. He voiced this ambivalence in a letter to
his brother Theo after having painted Starry Night
Over the Rhone, confessing to a "tremendous need
for, shall I say the word - for religion - so I go
outside at night to paint the stars."
"Hope is in the stars," he wrote.
Art historian Sven Loevgren calls The Starry
Night a "visionary painting" which "was conceived in a state of great agitation." He writes
of the "hallucinatory character of the painting and its violently expressive form," although
he takes pains to note that the painting was not executed during one of Van Gogh's
incapacitating breakdowns. Loevgren compares Van Gogh's "religiously inclined longing
for the beyond" to the poetry of Walt Whitman. He calls The Starry Night "an infinitely
expressive picture which symbolizes the final absorption of the artist by the cosmos" and
which "gives a never-to-be-forgotten sensation of standing on the threshold of eternity.”

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence in
church. At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to serve
in this important ministry. If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen
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S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out.
Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a card
from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that request
for one week. How comforting to know that your request is being
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might
just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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† It’s Time for
Another Trip

Get your passports ready.

Join Fr. Joe this year as we
are going to England and
Scotland (with an optional
Ireland extension) as we’ll
explore our Anglican roots
and the beings of the
Episcopal Church. We’ll
spend see all the top sites in
London, Stonehenge,
Oxford, Cambridge,
Canterbury and York before
heading to Edinburgh and
Aberdeen, Scotland. This
trip is loaded with extras.
Pick up a brochure at coffee
hour this week.
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Q: What was the name of the servant
who Abram originally thought would
inherit his estate? a) Ishmael b) Eliezer c)
Jethreel? A: Luke 4:1-2 NIV

Interested in Reading a
Free Book?

J

ay Trott has a book called The
Most Soulful Book, which is
all about the soulfulness of the
Bible.
He would be happy to provide a
free reader's copy to anyone who
might be willing to write an
Amazon review.
If you're interested, you can talk
to him at church or email him at
jayatrott@gmail.com.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically
from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give
Now” button at the top left of the first page. Click on the
“Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck
Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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(St. Paul’s)
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Seeking the Father’s Will
Genesis 15:1-12,17-18
Our Hebrew scripture lesson tells of the promise of many descendants
Luke 13:31-35
and of a covenant guaranteeing a homeland which God made with
Abraham (who at that time was known as Abram). Abram had no children
"The Pharisees warning
and was planning that one of the slaves born in his house would be his
heir. Now he puts his faith in God and his accepted into a right
that Herod wants to kill
relationship with the Lord. A covenant is the established by means of an
Jesus is like one of the
ancient custom. Animals are divided in half and, in the form of smoking
tests we read about last
and flaming symbols, God passes between them.
Psalm 27
week, Luke 4:1-13.
The Psalmist expresses great trust and confidence in the Lord and asks
Except instead of being
always to be in God's presence.
tested with glory the test is
Philippians 3:17-4:1
In this reading Paul warns of enemies of the cross of Christ and urges
fear. But the Pharisees
the disciples in Philippi to stand firm in the hope on the glory to come.
are still encouraging Jesus
Previously Paul has told how he had learned to count all privileges of birth
to abandon his mission and
and background as of no value in comparison with faith in Jesus. He asks
the Philippians to imitate him, and to be wary of those who glory in
save himself."
material appetites and values, whether religious or otherwise. Christians
are to see themselves already is citizens of heaven, expecting Christ to come
and to transfigure their present bodies into the form of their Lord’s own resplendent
existence.
Luke 13:31-35
In our gospel Jesus is disdainful of King Herod’s threat and expresses his
determination to fulfill his prophetic destiny in Jerusalem. Jesus’ words emphasize
his struggle against the forces
of evil and illness and his
expectation concerning what
will soon happened to him in
Jerusalem. He laments over
the city, once chosen for God's
temple, which has killed so
many prophets before him.

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

A

Very Tempting Sermon. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link
for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok, Joe Hock and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church
Cathedral, Hartford; Good Shepherd, Hartford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Bishops, ECCT staff, and parish employees, and
their families.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Teresa Stacchiotti,
Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise,
Lee Rybos, Sandy Chaleski, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull,
Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued
healing.
.....the people of the Dominican Republic; the people of Côte d'Ivoire; Diocese of Upper
Shire (Central Africa) The Rt Revd Brighton Vitta Malasa (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister
and brother members of the Pentecostal Churches of Christ.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN
peacekeeping service.
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry,
which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the month of March.
.....Danbury Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Associates, a marketplace supporter of
the Jericho Partnership.
.....Clergy and People.
.....That we invest equally in our heavenly home as we do in our earthly home.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much. She is 98 years old and needs
prayers for comfort and peace.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Abram: The Dark Path
Scalzo vid

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NxR2NYTyeyY
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Engaging with one of the
oddest passages in the
Lectionary, our Old
Testament lesson this week,
Genesis 15, which is also
related to the key driving
idea of the Reformation:
justification by faith.

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz4GIecaA-o

