
   

 

 

 Dear Friends, 

O n this Third Sunday of Lent, our opening Collect begins: 

"Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help 
ourselves." 

Our faith as Christians calls us to look outside of ourselves for salvation.  Just as 
children do not come to know their parents by going deep inside themselves, but 
rather through outward interaction with them, so we know God as revealed in Jesus 
by outside revelation.  We share the joy of knowing God by an ongoing relationship 
through Word, sacrament and prayer. 

God took upon our nature in Christ so that we might take upon God's nature.  We 
are loved, and God delights in us.  As a parent longs to see a child look into their 
eyes, so God longs to hold our gaze of faith.  In the Lenten season, let us commune 
with God each day by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ in love. 

Faithfully, 

 

March 21, 2019  www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

 †  Our Gaze of Faith 

 "Put on the Lord Jesus Christ." 
   Romans 13:14    

Sword Points 
Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Universally Challenged  

by John Tuthill 
 

"I'll take Potpourri for $500, Alex!" 
Answer: It's The Daily Double! 
"I'll bet it ALL, Alex!" 
Ok.  Here's your clue: 
This Greek term literally means "being said only once."  This 
is a term that means a word which appears only one time in a 
given context; whether that context is in all the works of one 
particular author, in all a particular work of literature such as 
the Bible, or, even in all of the known works of writing in an 
entire particular language . 
(Buzz!)  What is...HAPAX LEGONEMA? 
"Correct!  HAPAX LEGONEMA!  Well-done!"… 

 

T 
his will be the third Sunday in the church season of Lent, very soon leading us up 
to the great celebration of Easter Sunday.  The gospel reading again this week 
will be in Luke's Gospel - and the schedule of readings certainly does skip us 

around without following the same order in which Luke so carefully lay out his writings.  
As medical doctor, Dr. Luke is a stand-out among the gospel writers (Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John).  He is a meticulous writer and historian.  As Luke says of his own writing at the 
beginning, his purpose is to give an "orderly account."  He has 
organized it and based it all on his own personal interviews which he 
sought out with the most direct eye-witnesses of Jesus.  Dr. Luke also 
includes many medical terms in his gospel to describe the entirely 
human and physical side of Jesus being fully man.  The unique 
medical terms which Luke adds in The Gospel of Luke (and also in 
the Book of Acts, which he wrote also) easily qualify as "hapax 
legomena."  These words are not found anywhere else in the Bible 
and a few examples include the Greek words Luke writes meaning; 
"covered with sores" (Luke 16:20), "agony" (for Jesus' suffering just 
prior to His arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane), and, in Luke 22:44, 
the words for "great drops" (of blood) which Jesus sweat out under 
the immense stress of accepting the full force of God's furious wrath 
at all of our sins. 

The gospel reading this week (Luke 13:1-9) seems to follow and to fit in with the 
context which Luke faithfully records to lead up to this point of the reading we will hear 
Sunday at the start of chapter 13.  Jesus is not moving away at all from His consistent 
message calling people to take the opportunity to hear and to "Repent," to turn away from 
sin.  At the start of the reading this week, Jesus responds to a statement some people in the 
crowd have made to Him about some people from the region of Galilee who were killed 
while they were gathered in some kind of worship.  There are not a lot of details given about 

who these people were, exactly, or why Pilate. the Roman Governor, had 
ordered them killed.  The intent of the people telling this to Jesus is not 
clear - perhaps they are implying that they are more righteous than these 
others who met such a sudden and violent end?  The odd thing that 
stands out is that Jesus right away begins to respond to their statement 
by asking (and then answering) His own couple of rhetorical questions 
which He raises Himself.  The people did not even ask!  But according 
to the text Jesus proceeds to answer regardless and to clarify that those 
who die in either an accidental or in a man-made tragedy, it makes no 
difference - all people are sinners and all are in the same need to turn 
away from sin.  Many of the commentaries and very often in sermons 
there seems to be attention given to the unknown time for us when this 
life will end and so this is a very compelling reason for the urgency to 
humbly take up the offer of salvation right now, without the delay of 
even one minute more.  It may be that Jesus is taking every opportunity 

(Continued on page 3) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeDk7QtwwBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeDk7QtwwBw
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Mar 21 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Mar 23 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Mar 24 -  3rd Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube) 
Mon, Mar 25 -  The Annunciation 
-  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube) 
Tues, Mar 26 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Mar 27 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook) 
  6:30 pm - Lenten Series, Crocker Hall  (YouTube) 
Thu, Mar 28 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Mar 30 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Mar 31 -  4th Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube) 

to underscore that repentance is a "universal challenge" for everyone, regardless of what 
circumstances people find themselves in; under persecution / or not, running into danger in 
accidents or natural disasters / or not. 

 For us, Christ followers today, hearing this text in this season of Lent we are able to 
consider these people who came up to Jesus to say to Him, "See those sinners over there?" 

and we can observe that Jesus' response is (paraphrase 
alert!) "Y'All's Sinners! - You do not appear to be 
producing any fruit!"  So, Jesus ends this part of the 
reading with a short parable (v. 13:6): A man has a fig 
tree in his garden and for three years straight the tree has 
not produced and fruit.  The man says to the gardener 
(Jesus?), "Cut it down!"  But the gardener (Jesus?) 
replies, "Sir, I will make this tree produce some fruit for 
you, do not cut it down just yet."  And we know that Jesus 
did offer up the fruit of Himself in our place, in addition 
to taking our sin onto Himself and in our place on the 
cross.  So, it is not that we are any better or worse than 
other sinners that Jesus does this - we are not.  But only 
because we have been forgiven - "It is finished!", as Jesus 
said on the cross (John 19:30).  Good News!  Jesus stands 
in the way of the fire for us, He is not consumed by the 
fire and so neither are we in His presence. 

       Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 2) Universally Challenged  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  The Life  
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  - John 14:6 
by Steve Hemming 

 

F 
or God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16).  
Jesus, the Life, had much to say about the life that He freely gave us.  While 

we’ve likely read or heard them before, may these words of His from the scriptures exhort 
us all the more to love and serve Him wholeheartedly with our lives. 

 

“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.  Is not life more than food and the body 
more than clothing?”  Matthew 6:25 

“Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few 
who find it.”  Matthew 7:14 

“For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it.”  Matthew 16:25 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.”  Mark 10:45 

 “And He said to them, 
“Take heed and beware of 
covetousness, for one’s life 
does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he 
possesses.”  Luke 12:15 

 “And Jesus said to them, 
“I am the bread of life.  He 
who comes to Me shall never 
hunger, and he who believes 
in Me shall never thirst.”  
John 6:35 

 “Then Jesus spoke to 
them again, saying, “I am the 
light of the world.  He who 
follows Me shall not walk in 
darkness, but have the light 
of life.”  John 8:12 

 “The thief does not come 
except to steal, and to kill, 
and to destroy.  I have come 
that they may have life, and 
that they may have it more 
abundantly.”  John 10:10 

 “Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.”  
John 11:25 

“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”  John 
15:13 

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom You have sent.”  John 17:3 

 

Thank you, Lord, for coming to give us abundant life.  Amen. 
 

“You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At 
Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  Psalm 16:11 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Mar 24th 8 am & 10:30 am  Stephen Ministry 
Mar 31st 8 am   Mary  Allen  10:30 am  JoAnn Hornak 
Apr   7th 8 am   Robin Powell 10:30 am   Barbieri’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

O ur Men’s Bible Study in their weekly study is slowly and 

methodically dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the 

Ephesians.  They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All 

the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  Check it out in person or watch 

the homily each week on Facebook 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  The Debt of Friendship  
 

Exodus 3:1-15 • Psalm. 63:1-8 • 1 Corinthians. 10:1-13 • Luke 13:1-9 
 

J 
esus said to his disciples, “I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from the 

Father” (John 15:15).  Jesus hears the Father speak and speaks those very words to his 
friends.  “What a friend we have in Jesus,” as the 19th-century hymn says.  He is our 
companion, our comfort, and our consolation.  We may go to him, speak with him, and 
listen to him as he gives divine utterance to our desperate need.  He is love and compassion 
and lovingkindness.  He no longer calls us servants.  He calls us his friends. 

There is no barrier between the heart of one who loves Jesus and the heart of Jesus 
himself.  We have, to use a profound and important word, access to him.  Writing to the 
Romans, St. Paul says, “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God” (Rom. 5:1-2).  
Writing to the Ephesians, stressing the same point, Paul says, “This was in accordance with 
the eternal purposes that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him” (Eph. 3:11-12).  This is the 

very definition of divine friendship.  
Every moment is one of access in 
boldness and confidence. 
 From a human perspective, true 
friendship is never about calculation and 
manipulation and looking for favor or 
advantage.  Friendship is especially 
precious because partners seek the well-
being of the other.  Friends are content 
simply to be together, to share burdens 
and to share joys, to share thoughts and 
hopes and stories about daily living.  True 
friends are like a single soul.  “Welcome 
your friend with all your heart and soul,” 
the Stoic philosopher Seneca writes in 
Epistle 3.  “Speak as boldly with him as 
with yourself.”  Human friendship, for all 
its beauty and intimacy, is but a glimpse 
of what is given in Christ.  We are with 
Jesus, in Jesus, near Jesus.  He has called 

us his friends. 
Friends owe something to each other.  The deeper the friendship, the deeper the debt of 

gratitude, one paid willingly and joyfully.  Do we owe something to Jesus?  “What shall I 
return to the Lord for all his bounty to me?” (Ps. 116:12).  We owe a debt of gratitude to our 
friends, and we owe a debt of gratitude to our saving friend.  He wants something. 

Jesus tells a parable about a man who planted a fig tree in his vineyard.  Even now, he is 
planting you in his vineyard.  For three years the owner of the vineyard came looking for 
fruit and found none.  “Cut it down,” he advised the gardener.  The gardener said, “Let it 
alone, sir, this year also, till I dig about it and put on manure.  And if it bears fruit next year, 
well and good; but if not, you can cut it down” (Luke 13:6-9).  Yes, we have a friend in 
Jesus.  And yes, we owe him something, some measure of gratitude for all the good he has 
done.  We owe him the righteous fruit of a righteous life. 

Imperfection and sin are no excuse.  Turn the soil of your life, take the nourishment you 
need, and do some good designed just for you.  There are good works to walk in. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 63:8. 
 

Think About It 
Seek the Son of God and let him hold you fast.                      - from The Living Church, 2019 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#gsp1
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=420023221
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†  Introducing....St. Paul's Pocket Prayer Shawl Ministry  

S mall knit, quilted or crochet pieces are prayerfully made to give comfort and 
connection. Like their full-size versions, they aim to wrap the receiver in God's 

loving protection. They bear this message: 
God’s grace be upon you and this pocket prayer shawl. 
As you make your way through life, 
experience comfort, courage, warmth, love and peace. 
From the giver to the receiver, may you travel in peace. 
may you travel in love.  You are always in our prayers. 

St. Paul’s Church, Brookfield CT, Beyond the Red Door  

Pocket Prayer Shawls will be available each Healing 

Sunday.  If you would like to assist in this ministry please 

contact Mary Beth at durkin.mb@gmail.com. 

H ard lessons in the days of 
Lent … reminders that 

although we are gifted to be called 
God’s own, there are expectations.  
How does the practice of prayer, 
study, generous giving and regular 
corporate worship help us, in the 
Lord’s name, to be fruit-bearing 
rather than barren and unproductive?  

mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
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†  Mount Kenya 
 

Be transported to Mt. Kenya as you read these excerpts from David’s intimate account of 
his grueling ascent.  It truly is all about the climb!  Click on the blog link to the left for more 
details and comments.  

 

M 
ountain weather is truly unpredictable and it is extreme.  One moment the sun 
beats down on your neck and face and you develop a sun burn whilst sweating 
under the weight of your pack and from the activity of your body.  Just as you 

remove your sweater and wish to hike with as little clothes as possible, a gust of wind moves 
in, and soon, the blue sky is overtaken by dark, speeding clouds.  A subsequent torrent of 
rain or snow may arise, forcing you into a scramble to find your wind breaker and fleece.  
Then, after the panic and struggle to add layers, the storm may dissolve within ten minutes 
giving way once more to a pounding sun and stagnant air.  Hiking in the mountains is tricky 
business, requiring preparation for essentially any type of weather. 

 
The warped, wooden doors at each end of the mess hall failed to close as the in-and-out 

bustle of the porters and broken locks prevented the doors from staying shut for more than a 
minute at a time.  Snow continued to fall into the late evening and brought with it icy winds 
and a thunder storm high in the peaks.  I believe it was my first experience beholding both a 
thunder storm and blizzard at the same time…  Tea and canned coffee were welcome treats 
and the primary source of warmth as there was no fire and the invading wind seemed to fight 
any warmth generation.  A group of five, Spanish climbers joined us for the night and made 
for interesting acquaintances.  Eventually a small coal fire was made, and I moved next to 
the Spaniards who had already colonized the small source of heat.  I learned that all of them 

were stationed in Nairobi 
and, like us, climbing on 
holiday.  Two worked in the 
Spanish embassy, one was 
expanding a Spanish start-
up, and one worked for the 
UN.  As several of us sat by 
the coal fire with our new 
friends, we bonded in a 
similar weariness of the cold 
and in an uncertainty of the 
impending Summit.  We 
developed rapports by 
speaking some Spanish, 
sharing similar travel 
experiences, or just by 

(Continued on page 9) 

David Shepley’s Kenya Blog 

Follow David’s 

fifth expedition to 

Africa and fourth 

trip to East Africa 

as he conducts 

field research with 

Columbia and 

Princeton 

University. He is 

based at Mpala 

Research Centre 

in Nanyuki, 

Kenya.  

Click here for 

more pictures and 

blog. 

Tomato Fields

Be sure to check 

out his blog for 

more recent 

thoughts and 

photos on Mount 

Kenya climbing, 

dogs, rhinos, 

camel milk and 

leopards. 

https://davidskenyablog.home.blog/
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laughing at our shared situation.  It was a memorable night that made the world feel smaller.  
Though we would part ways following our joint summit in just hours, for the meantime, it 
felt as if we were all friends.  There is an easy camaraderie in sharing in isolating and trying 
experiences. 

 
After several more hours, a thin band of orange and violet light emerged in the horizon, 

separating the sky from the terrain now below us – we were nearing the top.  For the last 
thirty-five minutes of the climb, we entered a scramble using our hands and feet to climb 
over the boulders and icy crags.  We were not just on time but ahead of time!  We had 
passed our Spanish friends an hour earlier, and five of us had broken away from the rest of 
the group.  Our guide paused us about a hundred feet below the peak to wait in a crag of 
rocks as we were told that the wind would be too cold at the top 
to wait for the sun to rise – we were in a holding pattern at 
16,000 feet.  Once given the go, we pressed on, soon spotting the 
sign marking Point Lenana Peak.  I knew we had made it.  The 
wind pounded and the cold, which had frozen the water in my 
nalgene, had made its way to my toes and fingers – it was not a 
long victory at the top, but we managed to enjoy a hot cup of tea 
over the waking Kenyan highlands and document the summit.  
Mount Kilimanjaro peaked above the clouds, nearly 200 miles to 
the south, greeting us at this lonely, blistering altitude. 

 
In reflection, I would not say that I love mountain climbing. I 

did appreciate the experience, however, for the opportunity to 
push myself and to celebrate in a form of human achievement 
that comes from pushing one’s physical limits and connection to 
the earth.  I found that my time at the top was fleeting but that the 
hours of monotonous walk brought the most spiritual moments of 
the climb as they ushered periods of meditation.  By the time I 
reached the bottom, I had sufficiently thought about, over-
thought, and re-thought about a host of different topics in my life. 

(Continued from page 8) Mount Kenya 

 

The best hat to wear climbing to 16,500 ft is the one knitted by your mom – thanks Mom!  
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Q: How many people died when the 

tower of Siloam fell on them? 
a) none   b) 18   c) 100? 

A: Luke 13:1-5 NIV 

  

† Lenten Series 

D uring the season of Lent, we prepare our hearts for the joyous celebration of 

Christ’s resurrection at Easter.  In doing so, we often characterize Lent as a 

time of self-denial and great sorrow.  Yet, it is much more than that.  Lent is also a 

time of joy, wonder, and 

refreshment as we receive 

divine forgiveness.  Join 

us for our 

Lenten study on forgiveness 

as we discover more of what it means to receive 

and live fully in God’s forgiveness poured out for 

us.  Tim Huber will lead us through our four-week 

series beginning on Wednesday, March 13th.  We 

will begin with a "bring your own bowl" soup supper 

at 6:30.  Come join us! 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

R alph Franklin celebrates today!  Monday is the big day for Mary Perry.  Kathleen 
McKenna will be blowing out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

  

Save the date: Tara Shepley will be ordained to the transitional 
Diaconate on Saturday, June 29th, at Christ Church 

Cathedral in Hartford.   

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“He said to the gardener, ‘For three years 

now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree 

but have found none.’”    (Luke 13:7) 
 

A re you like the barren fig tree?  How 

will you respond when God asks you 

what you have done with all the gifts He has 

given you?  Remember, not only are we called to 

be generous, we are called to develop and nurture 

our gifts and return with increase. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+13:1-5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, March 21st 
 

Thomas Cranmer  
Archbishop of Canterbury and Martyr, 1556 

 

T homas Cranmer was the principal figure of the English Reformation and was 
primarily responsible for the first Book of Common Prayer of 1549 and for its first 

revision in 1552.  
Cranmer was born in Nottinghamshire on July 2, 1489.  

At fourteen he entered Jesus College, Cambridge, where by 
1514 he had obtained his B.A. and M.A. degrees and a 
Fellowship.  In 1526 he became a Doctor of Divinity, a 
lecturer in his college, and examiner in the University.  
During his years at Cambridge, he diligently studied the 
Bible and the new doctrines emanating from the continental 
Reformation. 

A chance meeting with King Henry VIII at Waltham 
Abbey in 1529 led to Cranmer’s involvement in the “King’s 
Affair” – the annulment of Henry’s marriage to Catherine of 
Aragon.  Cranmer prepared the King’s defense and presented 
it to the universities in England and Germany, and to Rome.  

While in Germany, Cranmer associated with the Lutheran 
reformers, especially with Andreas Osiander, whose daughter 
he married.  When Archbishop Warham died, the King 
obtained papal confirmation of Cranmer’s appointment to the 
See of Canterbury, and he was consecrated on March 30, 
1533.  Among his earliest acts was to declare the King’s 
marriage null and void.  He then validated the King’s marriage to Anne Boleyn.  Her child, 
the future Queen Elizabeth I, was Cranmer’s godchild.  

During the reign of Edward VI, Cranmer had a free hand in reforming the worship, 
doctrine, and practice of the Church.  But at Edward’s death he unfortunately subscribed to 
the dying King’s will that the succession should go to Lady Jane Grey.  For this, and also for 
his reforming work, he was arrested, deprived, and degraded by Queen Mary I, daughter of 
Henry VIII by Catherine, and a staunch Roman Catholic.  He was burned at the stake on 
March 21, 1556.  

Cranmer wrote two recantations during his imprisonment, but in the end he denied his 
recantations, and died heroically, saying, “Forasmuch as my hand offended in writing 
contrary to my heart, there my hand shall first be punished; for if I may come to the fire, it 
shall first be burned.”    

 
A  special thank you to our health 

and fitness ministries at 

St. Paul’s, such as PraiseKicks and 

PraiseMoves, to those who lead 

them and those who participate, 

helping our parishioners “Love 

the LORD our God with all our 

heart and with all our soul and with all our 

strength.  



12  

 
†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

Monday, March 25th 
 

The Annunciation 
 

I n the first chapter of Luke we read how the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she 
had been chosen to be the mother of the Christ, and how Mary answered, "Here I am, 

the handmaid of the Lord.  Let it be to me as you have said."  It is reasonable to suppose that 
Our Lord was conceived immediately after this.  Accordingly, since we celebrate His birth 
on 25 December, we celebrate the Annunciation nine months earlier, on 25 March. 

For many centuries most European countries took 25 March, not 1 January, as the day 
when the number of the year changed, so that 24 March 1201 was followed by 25 March 
1202.  If you had asked a Christian of that time why the calendar year changed so 
awkwardly partway through a month, he would have answered: "Today we begin a new year 
of the Christian era, the era which began X years ago today when God was made man, when 
He took upon Himself a fleshly body and human nature in the womb of the Virgin." 

The following paragraph is from Chapter 14 of the book MIRACLES, by C S Lewis. 
...one of those features of the Christian 
story which is repulsive to the modern 
mind.  To be quite frank, we do not at all 
like the idea of a "chosen people."  
Democrats by birth and education, we 
should prefer to think that all nations and 
individuals start level in the search for 
God, or even that all religions are equally 
true.  It must be admitted at once that 
Christianity makes no concessions to this 
point of view.  It does not tell of a human 
search for God at all, but of something 
done by God for, to, and about Man.  And 
the way in which it is done is selective, 
undemocratic, to the highest degree.  After 
the knowledge of God had been universally 
lost or obscured, one man from the whole 
earth (Abraham) is picked out.  He is 

separated (miserably enough, we may suppose) from his natural surroundings, sent into a 
strange country, and made the ancestor of a nation who are to carry the knowledge of the 
true God.  Within this nation there is further selection: some die in the desert, some remain 
behind in Babylon.  There is further selection still.  The process grows narrower and 
narrower, sharpens at last into one small bright point like the head of a spear.  It is a 
Jewish girl at her prayers.  All humanity (so far as concerns its redemption) has narrowed 
to that. 

The following quotation is from Martin Luther's sermon "On the MAGNIFICAT" (the 
Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55). 

"For He that is mighty hath done great things for me, and Holy is His Name." (Luke 
1:49) 

The "great things" are nothing less than that she became the Mother of God, in which 
work so many and such great good things are bestowed upon her as pass man's 
understanding.  For on this there follows all honor, all blessedness, and her unique place in 
the whole of mankind, among whom she has no equal, namely, that she had a child by the 
Father in Heaven, and such a child.  She herself is unable to find a name for this work, it is 
too exceedingly great; all she can do is break out in the fervent cry: "They are great things," 
impossible to describe or define.  Hence men have crowded all her glory into a single word, 
calling her the Mother of God.   

No one can say anything greater of her or to her, though he had as many tongues as 
there are leaves on the trees, or grass in the fields, or stars in the sky, or sand by the sea.  It 
needs to be pondered in the heart, what it means to be the Mother of God.  Luther's Works, 
Vol. 21, p. 326, ed. Jaroslav Pelikan, Concordia Publishing House, 1956. 

written by James Kiefer 



 13 

 

The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum is currently studying “People of the Promised 

Land.” 

People of the Promised Land covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

The Rector's Forum meets every 

Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild Room.  

Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 

 

†  Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors! 

O ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3 

Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors 

and inviting a different parent to join class each week.  

Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for 

them.  They are invited to follow their child to class 

following the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening 

prayer, participate in the class discussion and bring a special 

snack for the class to enjoy!  We hope that this will better 

connect families with their child’s teacher and what they are 

learning in Sunday School each week.  Please look for more 

information coming soon in an email from your child’s 

teacher.  Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have 

any questions. 

 

†  'Tis the Season--Spring Cleaning!! 

W e will begin Spring Cleaning the Guild and Tuck 

Rooms very soon.  If you or your Ministry are 

storing items in either room, and need a more permanent 

storage solution, please see Mary Perry or Mary 

Beth Durkin.  We will do our best to ensure 

your supplies are conveniently tucked away. 

If you have personal items in either room, 

please remove them to assist with the clean-up! 

Much appreciated 

 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to serve 
in this important ministry.  If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Moses and the Burning Bush 
 

The Third 
Sunday Lent Old 
Testament 
regain is of God 
talking to Moses 
through the 
burning bush.  
Robert Fertitta 
provides this 
stained glass 
window from is 
work-in-
progress book, 
the Stained 
Glass Windows 
of Connecticut.  
It is from St. 
Albans’ Church 
in Danielson. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  It’s Time for 
Another Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join Fr. Joe this year as we 
are going to England and 

Scotland (with an optional 
Ireland extension) and we’ll 
explore our Anglican roots 

and the beings of the 
Episcopal Church.  We’ll 

see all the top sites in 
London, Stonehenge, 
Oxford, Cambridge, 

Canterbury and York before 
heading to Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen, Scotland.  This 
trip is loaded with extras. 

Pick up a brochure at coffee 
hour this week. 
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†  Pray It Up 

 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card 
from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request 
for one week.  How comforting to know that your request is being 
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 
just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d 
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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(St. Paul’s) 



18  

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically 

from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give 

Now” button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the 

“Create Profile” button to create your unique on line 

profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the 

on line instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck 

Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

Interested in Reading a 

Free Book? 

J ay Trott has a book called The 

Most Soulful Book, which is 

all about the soulfulness of the 

Bible. 

He would be happy to provide a 

free reader's copy to anyone who 

might be willing to write an 

Amazon review. 

If you're interested, you can talk 

to him at church or email him at 

jayatrott@gmail.com. 

 

 

Q: What was the name of the servant who 

Abram originally thought would inherit his 

estate? a) Ishmael b) Eliezer c) Jethreel?  A: 

Luke 4:1-2 NIV 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:jayatrott@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+4:1-2&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Unless You Repent…” 
 

 Exodus 3:1-15 

I n this Hebrew Bible story Moses is encountered by the Lord in the burning 
bush.  He is called to his mission to lead the people of Israel out of slavery in 

Egypt, and he asks to know the name of this God of his ancestors.  God’s answer to 
Moses is intriguing and mysterious.  The response may indicate a proper name which 
traditionally has been known as Yahweh.  God’s answer may, however, 
suggest a meaning like “The One who causes to be,” or “I am who I am,” or 
“I will be what I will be.” 

 Psalm 63:1-8 
The Psalmist seeks the Lord in whose presence there is sufficiency and 

contentment. 
 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
In this reading Paul looks back to the great events of the exodus story 

and sees lessons for contemporary Christians.  Some disciples apparently 
believe that participation in baptism and the Eucharist would automatically 
prevent sin and excuse them from judgment.  Paul suggest that the passing 
of the Israelites through the sea and the food and the water they received in 
the wilderness can be understood as types of the Christian sacraments.  Yet 
the Israelites still committed sin and fell into combination. 

 Luke 13:1-9 
In our gospel Jesus uses two contemporary disasters and a parable of his own to 

stress the need for repentance.  Some might think that those who died in these 
tragedies were more sinful than others.  Not necessarily so.  Unless people use the 
time 
allotted for 
a change 
of heart 
and 
turning to 
God, they 
too will 
come to a 
tragic end. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

F acing Temptations in Times of Suffering.  To 
replay all our sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 
Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 13:1-9 

In other words - Jesus is 

saying: In this life, 

undeserved bad things will 

happen to good people; 

and, in the life to come, 

deserved bad things will 

happen to bad people who 

don't repent now.  

http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#ot1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#ps1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#nt1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Lent/CLent3_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok, Joe Hock 
and other parishioners convalescing in extended 
care facilities. 
.....Grace Church, Hartford; St. Martin’s, Hartford; 
St. Monica’s, Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....The Program & Budget Committee. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam 
Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & 
family, Katie, Karen and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing. 
.....the people of the State of Eritrea; the people of Djibouti; Diocese of Victoria Nyanza 
(Tanzania); and our sister and brother members of the Revival Centres International. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the 
hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims 
throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily 
Bread Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of March. 
.....All Clean, LLC, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of 
the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Monastic Orders and Vocations. 
.....That we are generous with all of our gifts and nurture and develop them to return with 
increase. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Jay Trott’s mother Betty currently at Candlewood Valley Rehab with a pulmonary 
embolism and is not eating, drinking or moving much.  She is 98 years old and needs 
prayers for comfort and peace.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
The Confession 

 

This award winning short 
film is titled The Confession.  
But for anyone attending our 
Lenten Series, you’ll quickly 

understand it’s probably 
better title “Forgiveness.” 

Scalzo vid 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=NxR2NYTyeyY 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/parish/grace-episcopal-church-hartford-ct
https://www.episcopalct.org/ChurchDirectory/st-martins-episcopal-church-hartford-ct/
http://www.stmonicashartford.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Djibouti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revival_Centres_International
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/16.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz4GIecaA-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz4GIecaA-o
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris 
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve 

Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors, 

Patrick O’Connors, 
Mary Perry, Ken 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, John 
Tuthill, Don 
Winkley. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://nypost.com/2013/10/15/its-raining-diamonds-on-saturn-and-jupiter/
https://nypost.com/2013/10/15/its-raining-diamonds-on-saturn-and-jupiter/

