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A human cell measuring 1/1000 of an inch in
diameter contains instructions within its DNA that
would fill 1000 books of 600 pages each. We are
fearfully and wonderfully made, and life is sacred.
God the Creator (the Father) reveals loving care
over us in how we are made. God the Redeemer
(the Son) reveals loving care over us in how we are
saved. God the Sustainer (the Holy Spirit) reveals
loving care over us in how we are continually
sanctified in faith.
We express such awe and wonder by glorifying
God with every fiber of our being. To live a life of
worship is to celebrate the immeasurable goodness
of God who declares that we are made for a purpose
and are eternally loved in Christ. And by
celebrating life in one another, we in turn show forth
God's very nature made
St. Paul’s Church
manifest in the world.
174 Whisconier Road
Faithfully in our Triune
God,
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† Easter Egg Hunt!

S

t. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 20th from
10:30 to 11:45 am. This event is open to everyone - please invite family,
friends and neighbors to celebrate with us. All children in grade 5 and younger are
invited to gather eggs, enjoy a special treat, hear the story of our Risen Savior and
make an Easter craft. Bring a container for collecting eggs and possibly boots as it
might be muddy! This event will be held rain or shine and we will move inside if needed.
We hope that you can join us! We are in the process of collecting bags of individually
wrapped candy and would love some volunteers to help stuff/hide eggs, provide a special
snack and help clean up. Please email Nicole nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can help.

† First Communion - Coming Soon!

Calling all families with students in second grade or above. First Communion
classes with Father Joe will begin soon. Please see the dates below and email
Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com to sign-up.
First Communion - Sunday, May 19th
First Communion classes:
4 Sundays: April 7th, April 14th, April 28th, May 5th Classes meet
at 9:30-10:15 am in the Level 3 Sunday School classroom.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 28 - 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Mar 30 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
Sun, Mar 31 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
Mon, Apr 1 -10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
Tues, Apr 2 - 9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Wed, Apr 3 -10:00 am
6:30 pm
Thu, Apr 4 - 5:45 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, Apr 6 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
Sun, Apr 7 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Christian Caring, Guild Room
Stephen Ministry, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (YouTube Live)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook Live)
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall (YouTube Live)
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Mission Committee, Guild Room
Property Committee, Class Room
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
First Communion Class
Rector’s Forum
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)

4th Sunday in Lent

4th Sunday in Lent
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† He Seeks! He Finds! He Saves!

by John Tuthill

"Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all."

H

-Isaac Watts (1707)

ave you ever gotten yourself lost? Really lost? Have
you ever realized that you've recklessly and
carelessly managed to get yourself so lost that the
very first "wrong turn" back there somewhere must have been one even farther back than
you can still almost clearly recall? (Now THAT's lost!) Here's the Good News - anyone
willing to admit, anyone driven to the point of having no other choice remaining but to
admit, the reality of being truly "lost" knows that it is due to every wrong turn taken to sin.
People who will admit this are those who know in the most personal way possible the truth
of what Jesus said on the matter. Jesus Himself said the very reason He was born was to
"seek and to save the lost" (Luke 19:10). The majority of people, however, may never even
perceive themselves as really being truly "lost" at all. And it was exactly with these "neverlost" people in mind that Jesus told a string of three short "parables" or short stories. Jesus
very effectively used these to illustrate clearly and memorably the timeless truth about the
unimaginable love God has for the lost. Out of these three stories, only one will be in our
gospel reading this Sunday morning. A sneak-peek of the reading is available ahead of
time, which is Jesus' very familiar "Parable of the Lost Son," found in Luke 15:1-3, 11-32.
The three parables really are better understood when considered all-together, in the way
that they are recorded in Luke chapter 15. These three are the parables of the "Lost Sheep,"
the "Lost Coin," and, the "Lost Son" (this last one of the three is also often called the
parable of the "Prodigal Son"). The situation where Jesus told the three parables is also
important to understand and it is found in the beginning of the chapter (v. 1-3). The
religious leaders were grumbling that Jesus was eating with sinners who were gathered to
hear Him teaching about the Way offered for their salvation. In the first parable, Jesus
invites listeners actually to imagine placing themselves in the story when He says to them,
"Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep...". Jesus anticipates the pride of the religious
leaders as the story gets to its end, they imagine themselves as among the 99 sheep who are
never-lost, but He ends by saying that the one lost sheep when it is found will be the cause
of "...more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99 righteous people
who have no need to repent" (v. 7). Is there a hint of
irony in what Jesus said about those with "no need to
repent"? The Bible is clear that ALL need to repent
(Romans 3:23, Isaiah 53:6, etc.). In the second
parable, the number is narrowed down from 1:100
sheep in the first one down to one "Lost Coin" out of
ten. People hearing this parable would understand
that the ten coins were customarily like the piece of
jewelry a bride would wear - and that losing one of
these would be like a modern bride who loses a stone
from her wedding ring. She searches high and low for
the coin and is over-joyed to finally find the one
missing. In the last of the three parables, there are
two sons and one of the two leaves home and
becomes "lost" into the trap of living in the sins he desired to leave home and family to
pursue. We will hear the details on Sunday of this well-known parable of the "Lost Son."
In the meantime, it is striking to see in these three the love and the joy that the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit each show in pursuit of finding the lost. The "Good Shepherd" as
Jesus called Himself elsewhere, puts the lost sheep up on His shoulders and is over-joyed.
The Holy Spirit is thought by several commentators to be pictured in the parable of the Lost
Coin. And, the love of "Our Father" relentlessly looking for the lost son to return is
powerfully moving and not to be missed hearing this Sunday. God willing, let's see each
other again, brothers and sisters, and all be "found" joyfully thanking our Savior this Sunday
at St. Paul's.
Thanks be to G od!
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 31st 8 am
Apr 7th 8 am
Apr 14th 8 am

Mary Allen
Robin Powell
Kovac’s

10:30 am JoAnn Hornak
10:30 am Barbieri’s
10:30 am Jack Collins
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study in their weekly study is slowly and
methodically dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the
Ephesians. They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall. All
the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel.

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is
growing. Check it out in person or watch
the homily each week on Facebook
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† A Future and a Hope

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, to give you a future and a hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11

by Steve Hemming

I

1

n our lifetime, we will face tribulations. At any time in your life, has your future
looked bleak? Have you ever lost hope in the midst of adversity?
When we are feeling down and out, where can we turn? In those times when we are
weary and greatly discouraged, the psalmist encourages us to put our hope in God. 2 Why?
Because our Lord has a plan for you and me. You may be wondering, “What plan?”
Well, first of all, God chose us before the foundation of the world, to bear fruit for His
kingdom.3 And He is the one who created us.4 God knows everything about us.5 And He is
with us all the time.6 If God is so intertwined in our lives, then He clearly must have a
purpose for us. And as such, we can trust Him to direct our steps. 7
The Lord desires to be intimately involved in our lives, and has a definitive plan for each
of us. He clearly says so in the Jeremiah 29:11 verse above. How then can we put ourselves
in a better position to follow the Lord’s master plan for our lives? For starters, we would be
well served to submit to God, draw closer to Him, purify our hearts through repentance, and
humble ourselves before the Lord.8
Jeremiah 29:12-13 also offers guidance on how we can enter into and abide in God’s
will; “Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you
will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” As we call upon the
Lord,9 cry out to Him,10 and pour out our hearts before God,11 He will be faithful to hear and
answer us. And as we seek God first,12 early,13 and often,14 we will most assuredly find
Him.
When we earnestly pursue intimacy with God through diligent prayer and searching
wholeheartedly for Him, we will be wonderfully blessed as a result of our efforts; “I will be
found by you,” says the Lord. “I will end your captivity and restore your fortunes.”15
As we adhere to His plans for our lives, the Lord will perfect that which concerns us, 16
for we are His precious works-in-progress. And He will finish what He started!
“And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will
continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus
returns. ” Philippians 1:6
1

9

2

10

John 16:33
Psalm 42:5, 11, Psalm 43:5
3
Ephesians 1:4, John 15:16
4
Psalm 139:13-16
5
Psalm 139:1-6
6
Joshua 1:5, Hebrews 13:5
7
Proverbs 3:5-6
8
James 4:7-10
6

Psalm 91:15
Psalm 18:6
11
Psalm 62:8
12
Matthew 6:33
13
Psalm 63:1
14
Luke 11:9-10
15
Jeremiah 29:14
16
Psalm 138:8

† Introducing....St. Paul's Pocket Prayer Shawl Ministry

S

mall knit, quilted or crochet pieces are prayerfully made to give comfort and
connection. Like their full-size versions, they aim to wrap the receiver in God's
loving protection. They bear this message:
God’s grace be upon you and this pocket prayer shawl.
As you make your way through life,
experience comfort, courage, warmth, love and peace.
From the giver to the receiver, may you travel in peace.
may you travel in love. You are always in our prayers.
St. Paul’s Church, Brookfield CT, Beyond the Red Door
Pocket Prayer Shawls will be available each Healing
Sunday. If you would like to assist in this ministry please
contact Mary Beth at durkin.mb@gmail.com.

A

mbassadors for Christ. We may smile
when we hear that term, but indeed, the
dictionary says that ambassador means, among
other things, “an authorized representative or
messenger.” Through our Baptism, God has
made us his representatives and messengers.
Faithful followers take that designation seriously!
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Follow David’s
fifth expedition to
Africa and fourth
trip to East Africa
as he conducts
field research with
Columbia and
Princeton
University. He is
based at Mpala
Research Centre
in Nanyuki,
Kenya.
Click here for
more pictures and
blog.

David Shepley’s Kenya Blog
† The Hierarchy of Dominance
We got word of Mpala’s wild dog pack in the area and quickly left our computer work to
load up into our land cruisers. We arrived at the River Camp and followed David, Mpala’s
ranch manager and land man, deeper into the bush. Within minutes, we pulled up to the
wild dog pack which included a batch of over six puppies. Over the next hour we tracked
their movements through the bush, eventually re-discovering them by the drying river bed.
For an hour, we watched the wild dogs play and feed. It was the longest and closest
interaction I’ve had with Wild Dogs in all my travels to Africa. I not only watched the
group of puppies play and compete for carcass meat, but also got to observe pack behavior
in the dogs’ establishing of dominance, engaging in play, and hunting river critters. I was
struck at the similarities between the wild dogs and domestic dogs in their behavior and
sounds. Yet, they are also so different, spectacularly fierce animals.

8

Tomato Fi

The Hierarchy of Dominance
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† Lenten Series

D

uring the season of Lent, we prepare our hearts for the joyous celebration of
Christ’s resurrection at Easter. In doing so, we often characterize Lent as a
time of self-denial and great sorrow. Yet, it is much more than that. Lent is also a
time of joy, wonder, and
refreshment as we receive
divine forgiveness. Join
us for our

Lenten study on forgiveness
as we discover more of what it means to receive
and live fully in God’s forgiveness poured out for
us. Tim Huber will lead us through our four-week
series beginning on Wednesday, March 13th. We
will begin with a "bring your own bowl" soup supper
at 6:30. Come join us!

Save the date: Tara Shepley will be ordained to the transitional
Diaconate on Saturday, June 29th, at Christ Church
Cathedral in Hartford.
† Happy Birthday to You!

S

usan Yurcisin celebrates today! Friday is the big
day for Douglas Brown. Throw a party on Saturday
for Barbara Davidson, Kirsten Peterson, Robin Powell
& Ron Switzer. Bake a cake for Christopher
Goodman and Laura Onorato on Sunday.
Catherine Kast, Noah Dobosh & Rory Palmer
turn another year older and wiser on Tuesday. Have
a blessed day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“No longer was there manna for the Israelites, who that year
ate of the yield of the land of Canaan.”
(Joshua 5:12)

O

ver the forty years that the Israelites journeyed through
the desert, God provided them with manna to eat. As
soon as they were able to enjoy the fruits of the Promised Land
the manna ceased. Likewise, God’s blessings to us may change
over the years but it is important to trust that God will always
provide us with all that we need.
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† Homecoming
Joshua 5:9-12 • Psalm 32 • 2 Corinthians. 5:16-21 • Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

T

he younger son in the parable of the Prodigal Son is profligate in this sense: he
demanded his inheritance and then “gathered all he had and took his journey into
a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living” (Luke 15:13).
He was completely given up to dissipation and licentiousness; he was eating and drinking
and making merry until the money ran out. Lonely, penniless, and hungry, he came to
himself. Still, he knew, for a time, how to enjoy himself, how to throw the money around,
how to posture as rich and magnanimous.
He would, of course, learn this hard
lesson: “For what shall it profit a man, if he
gain the whole world and lose his own
soul?” (Mark 8:36 KJV). He is prodigal in his
reckless capacity to squander and ruin his life.
We recognize this person. We see this prodigal
son in others, and we see him in ourselves. We
go it alone and waste resources and time as if
life is cheap and its duration endless.
Sometimes we do better, sometimes we are
disciplined and careful, sometimes we know
the value of a dollar. Sometimes. Too often,
however, we are this son. To use old language,
we have sinned; we are sinners.
This desperate situation is well
described by a line from the Collect for the
Third Sunday of Lent: we have no power in
ourselves to help ourselves. It is worth taking a moment to recall what it is like to feel
helpless and hopeless, lost and wandering, not knowing what to do or where to turn.
Everyone will know this soul-shaking sorrow and confusion at some time. Some people
have known it for seasons, even years. But there is hope.
The father in the parable is prodigal also in this sense. As the son was returning home in
desperation, the father saw him in the distance. While the son was still far away, “his father
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed
him” (Luke 15:20). The father said to his servants, “Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one
- and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found” (Luke 15:22-24).
The father was profligate with his compassion, his embrace, his kisses, his calling for a
robe and ring and sandals, his instruction to kill the fatted calf and make a feast. The father
was doing everything and anything to celebrate a son who had been found alive.
The father was not counting the trespasses of his son (2 Cor. 5:19). Instead, by
embracing his son and kissing him and calling for the finest garments and the best food, the
father was creating a completely new situation. This father and this son meet as a new
creation. “[E]verything old has passed away; see, everything has become new” (2 Cor.
5:17).
The abundant grace of Christ is in this story. Jesus is all compassion, an embrace of
love, a kiss on the neck. He vests us with beauty and feeds us with his body and blood. He
is open and shameless in his love. By such love, by such caring, by the kiss of peace, he
breaks our stony hearts and gives us hearts of flesh in which his love may live and move and
be.
Can we bear it, accept it, and fall silent before this love? Love does not wait. Love runs
to us.
Look It Up
Read Psalm 32:1.
Think About It
Forgiveness is prodigious love.

- from The Living Church, 2019
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† Twice Is Nice

My

good friend Dave Szen has pointed me in the direction of people named twice
in the Bible…by the Lord, because after all who cares if Dave says “Jay, Jay”?
No one. And that’s probably the point. We have just a handful of instances of God
calling someone by naming them twice. The reason we’re paying attention is it only
happens a few times - and it’s God.
Now it’s probably no coincidence that in all those instances the double-naming involves
either someone who is highly significant or a highly significant moment.
So when God calls to Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, he says “Abraham, Abraham.” Now it
would not be stretching things too much say that this double naming tells us that something
very important is about to happen.
The command to sacrifice Isaac and its unexpected result points to the decommissioning
of the horrible practice of child sacrifice that was common among Abraham’s neighbors.
First of all, it points to the value of life, the highest value in the Bible: “In him was life, and
this life was the light of men.”
Second, it points to God’s mercy.
Abraham was certainly a sinner, as anyone
can tell from reading his story. But in
providing the ram as a sacrifice, God gives
Abraham a way to deal with his sin and to
go on to the next day; to cope with his
humanity; to sleep at night.
Most of all, however, it points to Christ,
the lamb of God who takes away the sins of
the world. God himself will provide the
sacrifice. So when God says “Abraham,
Abraham,” he’s telling ALL of us to pay
attention. We ALL need to know about that
sacrifice. We ALL need to know what it means.
The Bible is a paying-attention book. If we don’t pay attention we will die. “Abraham,
Abraham” is important because we are just like Abraham. We have a lot of stuff going on
in our lives. Camels to water, tents to sweep, etc. It never ends.
God says Abraham’s name twice to wake him up - and to wake all of us up. God
condescends to put aside his glory for the sake of
tenderness, reaching out to us in a way that meets
Seven people God calls by name … twice.
our human needs.
Now as I said there are other significant
“Abraham! Abraham!” (Genesis 22:11–13)
examples. God called out “Moses, Moses” from
“Jacob, Jacob.” (Genesis 46:1–4)
the burning bush. Apparently a burning bush was “Moses, Moses!” (Exodus 3:1–10)
not enough. It took a lot to revive Moses from his “Samuel! Samuel!” (1 Samuel 3:1–10)
stupor.
“Martha, Martha.” (Luke 10:38–42)
This double summons was the start of
“Simon, Simon.” (Luke 22:31–32)
something big. The deliverance of the Jews from “Saul, Saul” (Acts 9:4)
Egypt was the beginning of the nation of Israel.
More importantly, it points forward to our deliverance from the slavery of death by the
cross.
Our personal favorite double-naming, however, may be when God said “Samuel,
Samuel.” Now this happened after God had already called Samuel on two separate
occasions. It seems the double-naming was necessary to get his attention.
This means a great deal because of the very human problem of attention-getting. Samuel
had important things to do, but first he had to pay attention to the Lord God almighty.
We all have important things to do in our own spheres of life, no matter how great or
small. We may not anoint a new king, but there are hearts to be healed. There are bodies to
be fed and restored. There is Good News to be shared with a hungry and desolate world.
In this Lenten season, let’s see if we can remember Samuel and his double-naming - and
Abraham and Moses too. And when God calls out to us in whatever way, by double-naming
or a “still, small voice,” let’s try to be ready to respond.
- “Jay, Jay” Trott
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† Saints of God
Thursday, March 28th

James Solomon Russell

J

Priest, 1935

ames Solomon Russell (December 20, 1857- March 28, 1935), born enslaved, in
Mecklenberg County Virginia, shortly before the American Civil War, became an
Episcopal priest and educator. Russell founded Saint Paul Normal and Industrial
School, which later became Saint Paul's College, and declined two elections to become
bishop to continue directing that (now-closed) historically black college.
James Russell was born on the Hendrick plantation in Mecklenburg County. After the
Civil War, his family began sharecropping in
Palmer Springs, Virginia. James began
attending a local school whose schoolmaster
allowed tuition to be paid in labor and farm
products, and the schoolmaster and
superintendent encouraged him to continue his
education.
He thus was admitted to the Hampton
Normal and Agricultural Institute in 1874.
Financial constraints required that he support
himself, and so he began teaching near home,
and also worked when the college was not in
session. Around this time Russell decided to
become a member of the Episcopal Church.
He secured admission to the newly formed
Bishop Payne Divinity School in 1878.
Bishop Whittle ordained Russell a deacon
on March 9, 1882 and sent him as a
missionary back to Mecklenburg County. He
worked in Lawrenceville, Virginia, and the
diocese authorized funds to build a church for his parishioners, as well as a horse to assist on
his missionary travels. He was ordained as a priest in 1887.
In January 1883, Russell and his wife began teaching African Americans in a room at the
tiny new church. This expanded and eventually became Saint Paul Normal and Industrial
School. Due to his enthusiasm and aggressive fund-raising, it expanded its enrollment and
curriculum. In 1893, Rev. Russell was named Archdeacon of the newly formed Diocese of
Southern Virginia and charged with working among African Americans. As a result of his
ministry, the number of African American churches in his diocese increased from none to
37, with more than 2000 communicants. He later became the first African American to be
named to the Board of Missions of the
Episcopal Church, and served in that
capacity from 1923-1931. In 1917, Russell
was elected as Suffragan Bishop of
Arkansas, but declined the honor in order to
continue his work at the school, as he did
when notified of his election as Suffragan
Bishop of North Carolina.
James Solomon Russell died at the
President's house in Lawrenceville on March
28, 1935 after an extended illness. He was
buried at the school cemetery. Archdeacon
Russell's autobiography, Adventure in Faith,
was published in 1935. The historically
black college developed financial problems
after the successes of the American Civil
Rights Movement, and it closed in 2013.
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† New Members Half-Day Retreat with Fr. Joe

I

nterested in becoming a member of St. Paul's? Or if you just
want to come to find out more about our church, please join
us in the Guild Room from 9 am-noon on Saturday, April 27th.
Preparation for Confirmation/Reception for the Bishop's visit
on May 12th will be offered. Please contact Beth Miller in
the church office to register at bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.

† Confirmation at Saint Paul’s

C

onfirmation will take place on Sunday,
May 12th during the 10:30 service.
Father Joe will host a prep retreat for all those
interested (eighth grade and above!) in being
confirmed on Saturday, April 27th from 9 am 12 noon. Please email Nicole at
nmoconnors@gmail.com for more information.

The word April means “to open.” This is the time of
year that leaf and flower buds open. In most northern
countries, this is a month of transformation. The day
is now longer than the night. Even if the nights are
still chilly, the daytime sun is strong and growing
stronger. The earth itself seems to take part in the Passover of
the Lord.

† Follow Us Live

T

he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship services
and join in our various events. However, there are still times when you
might be unable to partake because of weather or illness. Many of our services are
available on YouTube Live or Facebook
Live. It has been used by our “Snow Birds,”
students away at college, parishioners on
vacation and former members who have
moved away. Why not introduce it to your
friends who may be looking for a church
and don’t know what to expect? The services can be watched live or later online.
Just click on the Youtube button or tab on our website for more info.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

T
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herefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were making an appeal through us; we beg you on
behalf of Christ,
be reconciled to
God.

† 'Tis the Season--Spring Cleaning!!

W

e will begin Spring Cleaning the Guild and Tuck
Rooms very soon. If you or your Ministry are
storing items in either room, and need a more permanent
storage solution, please see Mary Perry or Mary
Beth Durkin. We will do our best to ensure
your supplies are conveniently tucked away.
If you have personal items in either room,
please remove them to assist with the clean-up!
Much appreciated

The
Rector’s
Forum

T

he Rector’s Forum is currently studying “People of the Promised
Land.”

People of the Promised Land covers the united kingdom of Israel,
from Joshua to Solomon.
We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings
1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs.
The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and
Faithfulness.
In this study we will find…
God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did!
God LED His people TO and INTO the land.
God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the
Promised Land.
The Rector's Forum meets every
Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild Room.
Grab a cup of coffee and join us.

† Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors!

O

ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3
Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors
and inviting a different parent to join class each week.
Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for
them. They are invited to follow their child to class
following the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening
prayer, participate in the class discussion and bring a special
snack for the class to enjoy! We hope that this will better
connect families with their child’s teacher and what they are
learning in Sunday School each week. Please look for more
information coming soon in an email from your child’s
teacher. Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Prodigal Son

O

Dürer

f the thirty or so parables in the canonical Gospels, this was one of the four that
were shown in medieval art almost to the exclusion of the others, but not mixed in
with the narrative
scenes of the Life of
Christ (the others were
the Wise and Foolish
Virgins, Rich Man and
the Beggar, and the
Good Samaritan. The
Laborers in the
Vineyard also appears
in Early Medieval
works).
From the
Renaissance the
numbers shown
widened slightly, and
the various scenes - the
high living, herding the
pigs, and the return - of
the Prodigal Son
became the clear
favorite. Albrecht
Dürer made a famous
engraving of the Prodigal Son amongst the
pigs (1496), a popular subject in the
Northern Renaissance. Rembrandt
depicted several scenes from the parable,
Rembrandt
especially the final episode, which he
etched, drew, or painted on several occasions during his career. At least one of his works,
The Prodigal Son in the Tavern, a portrait of himself as the Son, revelling with his wife, is
like many artists' depictions, a way of dignifying a genre tavern scene - if the title was
indeed the original intention of the artist. His late Return of the Prodigal Son (1662-1669,
Hermitage Museum, St Petersburg) is one of his most popular works.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence in
church. At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to serve
in this important ministry. If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen
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† It’s Time for
Another Trip

Get your passports ready.

Join Fr. Joe this year as we
are going to England and
Scotland (with an optional
Ireland extension) and we’ll
explore our Anglican roots
and the beings of the
Episcopal Church. We’ll
see all the top sites in
London, Stonehenge,
Oxford, Cambridge,
Canterbury and York before
heading to Edinburgh and
Aberdeen, Scotland. This
trip is loaded with extras.
Pick up a brochure at coffee
hour this week.
17

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a card
from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that request
for one week. How comforting to know that your request is being
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might
just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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(St. Paul’s)

19

Q: Just after which yearly celebration did
the manna provided to the Israelites stop?
a) Day of Atonement b) Passover
c) Feast of Weeks?
A: Joshua 5:10-12 NIV

Interested in Reading a
Free Book?

J

ay Trott has a book called The
Most Soulful Book, which is
all about the soulfulness of the
Bible.
He would be happy to provide a
free reader's copy to anyone who
might be willing to write an
Amazon review.
If you're interested, you can talk
to him at church or email him at
jayatrott@gmail.com.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically
from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give
Now” button at the top left of the first page. Click on the
“Create Profile” button to create your unique on line
profile. After you have created your profile, follow the
on line instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck
Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
20

† This Sunday’s Readings
Restored and Forgiven
Joshua 5:9-12
he Old Testament reading tells of the first Passover kept by the
Israelites after they has crossed over the Jordan River into the
promised land. Now that they can eat the produce of the countryside, there is
no need for the miraculous manna of the wilderness. This happens
at Gilgal, a name meaning wheel, which suggests the wordplay as
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
God declares the reproaches of the people to be rolled away.
Psalm 32
It is this last act of
A thanksgiving for the forgiveness of sin.
squandering the property so
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
that foreigners come to own it
In this passage Paul celebrates the new perspective that comes in
that transforms the story from
Christ, and God’s reconciling work in Christ that now makes it
appeal to others through his disciples. Those who are united to
one of merely individual
Christ are part of a new order of creation. For our sake Christ
reckless behavior to a story
experienced the consequences of human sin that we might have a
that individual reckless
right relationship with God. Now we are ambassadors of this
behavior endangers the whole
message of reconciliation.
community.
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Our gospel is the parable of the prodigal son, his elder brother,
and their loving father. Hearers are meant to participate in the story by
experiencing how it feels to be these individuals. One notices that he wastrel
son thinks his father will only take him back if he promises to work hard and
form a legalistic relationship with him. But what is the father to do when he
sees his long-lost son
coming down the road?
How is the elder son to
react to his brother’s
joyous welcome? The
parable closes by leaving
that last question to us.

T

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

W

hy do GOOD things happen to BAD
people?. To replay all our sermons, audio
and videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
21
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

I

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok, Joe Hock
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....Trinity, Hartford; St. Peter’s, Hebron; St.
James’, Higganum; All Saints’, Ivoryton.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....Collaborative ministries and Ministry
Networks; ECCT Regions and Region
Missionaries.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee
Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja,
Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Gambia; the people of Equatorial Guinea; Diocese of Warri
(Nigeria) The Rt Revd Christian Esezi Ideh
(Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and brother
members of the Shiloh Youth Revival Centers.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing
persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray
also for radical Muslims throughout the world to
come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks
in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service.
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New
Milford, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of April.
.....Fairfield County Bank, a marketplace
supporter of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Local Government.
.....That we trust that God will provide all that we need.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Scalzo vid

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NxR2NYTyeyY

Broken Flowers
A short film based in Grant’s
Pass, Oregon about flowers,
but it was never about the
flowers.
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April Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

April 7th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Isaiah 43:16-21 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Psalm 126 Philippians 3:4b-14
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Ron Switzer / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Jack Meyer
Lector: Isaiah 43:16-21 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 126 Philippians 3:4b-14

April 14th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Alex Naradzay
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Isaiah 50:4-9a Pam Szen
Intercessor: Cheryl Mitchell
Lay Reader: Lyndon Thomas
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Isaiah 50:4-9a Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Misty Jacobs
Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11
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April 21st
7:30 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Acts 10:34-43 Pam Szen
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Readers: Lyndon Thomas / Don Winkley
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
9:00 AM
Welcoming: Mike Kirner
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 10:34-43 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Readers: Tim Huber / Misty Jacobs
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Nick Janofsky
Lector: Acts 10:34-43 Larry Creagh
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Readers: Ray Ferro / Joe Bernado
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 1 Corinthians 15:19-26

April 28th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Acts 5:27-32 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Mike Kirner
Lay Reader: Cheryl Mitchell
Lay Reader: Lyndon Thomas
Psalm 118:14-29 Revelation 1:4-8
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Acts 5:27-32 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 118:14-29 Revelation 1:4-8

April 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

3

4

10:00 am Christian
Caring

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

6:30 pm Lenten Series

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7:15 pm Scout Troop #5

Friday

5

7:30 am John 21:12
Group

7:30 pm Property
Committee

9:15 am PraiseKicks

7:30 pm Music Night

8

9

10

11

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:30 am First
Communion Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:15 pm Scout Troop #5

7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

10:00 am PraiseMoves
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7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 pm Tenebrae

7:30 pm Maundy
Thursday Liturgy,
Foot Washing,
Stripping of the Altar
& Holy Communion

12:00 pm Good Friday
Liturgy & AnteCommunion
6:30 pm Stations of the
Cross
12:00 pm Good Friday
Liturgy & AnteCommunion

21 Easter

22

23

24

25

7:30 am Traditional
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

9:00 am Contemporary
Communion

5:45 pm PraiseKicks
7:15 pm Scout Troop #5

10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

28 2 Easter

29 St. Mark

30

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:30 am First
Communion Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

7:30 pm Music Night
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7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

7:30 pm Music Night

14 Palm Sunday 15 Monday in
16 Tuesday in
17 Wednesday
18 Maundy
19 Good Friday
Holy
Week
Holy
Week
In
Holy
Week
Thursday
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:30 am First
Communion Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

6
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Mission
Committee

7 5 Lent

Saturday
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21 Holy
Saturday
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
10:00 am Children’s
Easter Celebration
7:30 pm The Great
Vigil of Easter
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7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

5:45 pm PraiseKicks
7:15 pm Scout Troop #5
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

St. Pal’s

“The Prodigal Vegan Returns”

“Quick! Kill the fatted eggplant.”

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Justin Doty, Steve
Hemming, Lois Hunt, Susan Iverson, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Nicole O’Connors,
Patrick O’Connors,
Mary Perry, Ken
Perry, Kirsten
Peterson, Debbi
Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley.
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by Edwin Hord

