
   

 

Dear Family of St. Paul's, 

W e are about to liturgically enter into the heart of the Christian year.  Beginning with 

our Palm Sunday procession, we will make our journey into Holy Week, meditating 

on our Lord's willing path of suffering for us. 

I encourage you to attend at least one Holy Week service as we prepare for the joy of 

Easter.  The solemnity of the week brings us ever closer to knowing the living Jesus, and as 

a spiritual family, we will grow closer to God and one another as we enter into Christ's 

passion. 

As the above Collect proclaims, we are that family for whom the Son of God laid down his 

life: O come, let us adore Him. 

Faithfully your Rector, 

 

April 11, 2019  www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

†  Journey into Holy Week with Your Family 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for 

whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the 

hands of sinners, and to suffer death upon the cross; who now lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

(Collect for Good Friday)  
 Collect for Good Friday 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Triumphal Entry Into Our Lives  

by John Tuthill 

Some Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, 
“Teacher, make your disciples stop shouting!” 

But Jesus answered, “If they keep quiet, these stones will start shouting.”. 
- Luke 19:39-403 (Contemporary English Version)  

 

J 
esus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem is the joy-filled beginning of our readings 
this Sunday, called Palm Sunday.  We will hear that Jesus rides a young colt on 
which no one has ever ridden.  He rides it as the conquering King coming into 

Zion, to his people, to 
redeem them (Luke 
19:28-40).  Riding a 
colt is often pointed to 
as an outward sign of 
the voluntary humility 
which Jesus certainly 
did lower Himself 
down to for our sake 
(see Philippians 2:8, 
John 13:14, etc.).  Also, 
in the Old Testament 
the example of riding a 
colt can be found in a 
few places where 
leaders and Kings of Israel would ride such a colt to make their triumphal return into the 
city, signifying that this was a time of peace and victory over already conquered enemies 
who no longer pose any kind of a threat, and so, no need to be riding in mounted up on a tall 
and impressive war horse.  Jesus riding the colt was a sign of humility, and it was a practical 
connection to the common people who were cheering His arrival after witnessing all of His 
miracles.  And, yes, it also was a fulfillment of the prophecy Zechariah made (Zech. 9:9) as 
well.  But wait, (maybe you might agree?) the MOST impressive part of Jesus riding in as 
He does - it shows that He is victorious already, amazingly, this was still BEFORE even 
going to the cross at the end of the week as our Passover!  The crowds that cheered and the 
Disciples who threw their garments onto the colt for Jesus to sit on (Luke 19:35) we read in 
another gospel account that none of them knew the true significance of what Jesus was 
doing at that time.  Even the Disciples did not know the true significance until after Jesus 
was risen and glorified (see John 12:16).  Even before going to the cross, Jesus was already 
having HIS unsurpassed victory over OUR enemies of sin and death heralded by those 

without even the tiniest glimmer of an 
awareness (yet) about the full magnitude 
of was truly happening.  As the Lord 
Himself certainly puts it best elsewhere in 
the Bible: "...there is none like me!" (Isaiah 
46:9).  The crown that He will wear was 
not quite the kind of crown anyone seeing 
Jesus arrive in triumph would have been 
picturing in their minds - it was instead a 
crown of thorns.  But, as it was then, the 
victory certainly is "finished" for us who 
still gather to praise Him now: "Christ our 
Passover is sacrificed for us!"  If Jesus had 
listened to the fearful requests of the 
Pharisees (v. 19:39) and ever would tell us 
to keep quiet about His victory for us, then 
even the stones would start shouting His 
praise.  We are His "living stones"(1 Peter 
2:15). 

Thanks be to God!  
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†  Easter Egg Hunt! 

 

S t. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 20th from 

10:30 to 11:45 am.  This event is open to everyone - please invite family, 

friends and neighbors to celebrate with us.  All children in grade 5 and younger are 

invited to gather eggs, enjoy a special treat, hear the story of our Risen Savior and 

make an Easter craft.  Bring a container for collecting eggs and possibly boots as it 

might be muddy!  This event will be held rain or shine and we will move inside if needed.  

We hope that you can join us!  We are in the process of collecting bags of individually 

wrapped candy and would love some volunteers to help stuff/hide eggs, provide a special 

snack and help clean up.  Please email Nicole nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can help. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 
 
 
 
Thu, Apr 11 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Apr 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury 
Sun, Apr 14 -  
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - First Communion Class 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Apr 15 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Apr 16 -   
  9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Tenebrae  (YouTube Live) 
Wed, Apr 17 -   
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Thu, Apr 18 -   
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing, 

Stripping of Altar  (YouTube Live) 

Fri, Apr 19 -  Good Friday 
  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk  (Facebook Live) 
  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion 
  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Sat, Apr 20 -   
Sat, Apr 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:30 am - Children’s Easter Celebration, Meadow/Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter  (YouTube Live) 

Sun, Apr 14 - The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Sunday 
  7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Don’t Give Up!  
“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, 

if we do not give up.”  - Galatians 6:9 
by Steve Hemming 

H ave you ever endured through a season of intense suffering, to the point where you 
were tempted to give up?  Perhaps 

you’re going through a significant trial right now.  
Our Lord Jesus told us we would have 
tribulations in our lifetime, but to be of good 
cheer, because He overcame the world.1 

Does this mean we are supposed to throw a 
party and celebrate when we encounter adversity?  
Certainly not!  However, when we follow Jesus, 
He will enable us to prevail over this world just 
as He did.  Through Him, we will overcome by 
the blood of the Lamb, the word of our 
testimony, and we will not love our lives so much 
as to shy away from death.2  For we are more 
than conquerors through Jesus Christ who loves 
us!3 

When we are suffering, how can 
Jesus possibly comprehend what 
we are going through?  As our 
High Priest, Jesus understands 
our every weakness, for He faced all of the same testings we do, and yet He 
did not sin.4  Because He Himself suffered when He was tempted, He is 
able to help us when we are being tempted.5 
What can we reap from how Jesus endured the crucifixion that will inspire 
us to pick-up our own crosses and follow Him through every ordeal we’ll 
encounter? 

Seek the Father through prayer – On the night 
before He was crucified, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane; Jesus in agony, prayed earnestly to 
the Father.  He prayed so intensely, that His 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling to 
the ground.6  Like Jesus, we can cast our burdens 
on the Lord, and He will sustain and strengthen 
us.  God will never permit the righteous to be 
moved.7 
God’s will be done, not ours – While He prayed 
in the garden, Jesus pled to the Father that He 
could pass the cup of crucifixion, nevertheless, 
He declared God’s will be done, not His.8  When 
we likewise humble ourselves under God’s 
mighty hand, He will exalt us in due time.9 
Don’t avoid the suffering – When the 
detachment of troops and officers from the chief 

priests and Pharisees came to arrest Jesus in the garden, He could have asked the Father to 
send Him more than twelve legions of angels to fight, but this action would have nullified 
prophesies written about Him in the scriptures.10  Out of His great love for us, Jesus 
willingly died for you and me.11  By this we know love, because He laid down His life for 
us.  And we also ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.12  By concentrating 
on loving others deeply from our hearts, this will help us take the focus off ourselves during 
times of torment. 

Look beyond our suffering towards the victory – Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despised the shame and sat 

(Continued on page 5) 
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“M ake your face to shine upon 
your servant, and in your 

loving kindness save me.”  And our 
ever-loving God reaches out with all his 
mercy, time after time, to bring help 
and consolation to those who put their 
whole trust in Him as faithful stewards of his blessings and gifts. 

†  A talk on “The Soulfulness of the Bible” on May 10 

T he Bible is a wondrous book, and one of the great wonders of 

the Bible is its deep soulfulness. 

 From the story of creation, to 

Abraham and Sarah, to David and the 

Psalms, to the promises in the prophets, 

to the life of Christ, the New Testament 

epistles, and finally Revelation with its 

New Jerusalem, the Bible is chock-full of things that bring 

joy and refreshment to the soul. 

 Join us May 10 at 7:30 pm in Crocker Hall as Jay Trott 

discusses some of the most soulful things about the Bible and 

explains why it is the most soulful book ever written.  Jay 

will be talking about s few of our most beloved passages but 

also some less familiar ones, so be sure to come! 

 Jay is the author of The Most Soulful Book.  He is an 

experienced speaker, having preached in many churches 

across the state and also having been the spokesman for the 

National Experiment, a Guideposts-supported small group 

movement.  7:00 pm Coffee and fellowship; 7:30 Presentation 

down at the right hand of the throne of God.13  We can learn from Jesus to count it all joy 
when we face various trials, knowing that the testing of our faith will produce patience.  And 
as we allow patience to have its perfect work in us, we will be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing.14 

If we are to gain the victory from any season of suffering, we must walk by faith15 in 
Jesus and His word.  Rather than “throw in the towel,” and quit in defeat when we confront 
calamity of any sort, as we follow in Jesus’ footsteps and face hardships in the same manner 
He did, we will most assuredly overcome. 

 

“Therefore we do not lose heart.  Even though our outward man is perishing, yet 
the inward man is being renewed day by day.  For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we 
do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.  For the 
things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

(Continued from page 4) 

1 John 16:33 
2 Revelations 12:11 
3 Romans 8:37 
4 Hebrews 4:15  

5 Hebrews 2:18 
6 Luke 22:44 
7 Psalm 55:22 
8 Luke 22:42 

 9 1 Peter 5:6 
10 Matthew 26:53-54 
11 John 10:11, 15:13 
12 1 John 3:16 

13 Hebrews 12:2 
14 James 1:2-4 
15 2 Corinthians 5:7 

Don’t Give Up! 
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†  Decent  
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a • Psalm 31:9-16 • Philippians 2:5-11 • Luke 23:1-49 
 

J 
esus goes up to Jerusalem.  He rides upon a colt and is revered by cheering 
crowds.  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord” (Luke 19:38).  
The details fall in place “because the Lord has need of it” (Luke 19:31).  

Providence provides the way up, the colt, the praise, and yet something feels wrong.  Jesus 
weeps over the city and some who follow fall back in fear (Luke 19:41; Mark 10:32).  
Topography compels him to ascend, but the theological thrust of the story, felt as a heartsick 
ache, reveals that in truth he is descending, emptying himself.  He listens to everything 

human.  He hears and feels his back exposed to the abuser, 
his cheeks struck and his beard pulled, insulted and spit 
upon.  His face is a flint - hard, expressionless, dark, and 
enduring - and yet his light does not go out, nor his love 
abate (Isa. 50:4-9a).  Jesus knows that “he who vindicates 
me is near” (Isa. 50:8).  He senses this as he sits safely on 
the colt, as the crowds joyfully praise God. 
 Jesus walks into and, in a sense, provokes a violent 
response.  Why does the crowd turn against him?  Why does 
he suffer?  Why does he suffer like this?  What kind of 
religion is this?  Theologians are doctors of the soul.  They 
should be worth something; they should do something, 
answer maybe a question or two.  “Seeing patients with one 
of the surgery professors in his clinic one afternoon, I was 
struck by how often he had to answer his patients’ questions, 
‘I do not know.’ … [T]here was not a single person he did 
not have to say those four little words to that day” (Atul 
Gawande, Complications, p. 228).  We have theories and 
metaphors, of course.  He paid a debt to the devil, paid a 
debt on our behalf, tricked the devil, conquered the devil, 
broke open the gates of hell, was an example, and more.  
But, in truth, no one knows why Jesus died as he did and 
suffered as he did, though we feel the immense power of the 
story. 
 Imagine a very old Jesus, a long and good life embracing 
happy fortune and some hurt: a normal human life, birth and 
growth, learning and profession, aging and then the 
approach of death, all in such a way that the loss, the end, is, 
if sad, also remarkably beautiful and peaceful.  No doubt, 
such an old man having lived a good life knows what it is to 
be human.  Still, what he cannot know is what it means to be 
every human everywhere at all times.  The real Jesus did 
precisely because he suffered.  And his suffering was saving 

because he drew everything human, even evil, into himself, not merely to stay in the horror 
of what we humans do to each other, but to offer his transforming and forgiving love.  He 
bears what humans do to him in order to transform humanity, to touch every part of it, even 
the worst, and then to forgive and to love and to raise us up with him to newness of life.  
That’s not a perfect answer.  There isn’t one.  And we hardly do justice to the pain if we do 
not end the Passion account with a long, palpable, and devout silence, for his suffering was 
great. 

Jesus reaches to the depths, to the hurt, to the hell of human life.  He does it for love.  
What will we do?  Take his body.  Wrap him in our affection.  Place him in our cleft heart.  
It’s Sabbath.  Wait. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 118:1.  His mercy endures forever. 
 

Think About It 
The least of these and all of these are Jesus.   - from The Living Church, 2016 

"Black ink and 

watercolors on paper 

bound between wood 

boards covered with 

dark brown kidskin."   

 1386 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#nt2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#gsp3
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=421951826
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  Mount of Olives   
 

D uring biblical times, the Mount of Olives was covered with ancient 
olive trees, and is one mountain north of Mt. Zion with breathtaking 

views of the Old City, the City of David, and the Kidron Valley. 
It was there that Jesus encouraged His disciples and gave them their 

instructions after He would be crucified (Matthew 24). 
Jesus spent the night there before His arrest, in the gardens at Gethsemane.  

It was on this mount where He wept over Jerusalem.  “When He approached Jerusalem, He 
saw the city and wept over it.” (Luke 19:41) 

Just below the Mount of Olives, close to the Church of all Nations, there is the place 
where Christian tradition says that Mary, the mother or Jesus was buried.  The Church of 
All Nations is a Roman Catholic Church where it is believed that Jesus prayed before His 

arrest. 
 At the bottom of the Mount of Olives is an ancient 
olive garden.  Olive trees do not have rings and so their 
age cannot be precisely determined, but scholars 
estimate their age to be anywhere between one and two 
thousand years old. 
 During the time of the First and Second Temples, 
the Mount of Olives was the place where the high priest 
used to slaughter and burn the 'Red Cow', whose ashes 
purify those who are impure at the Temple.  The Mount 
of Olives Jewish Cemetery began during the period of 
the First Temple, however the tombs that are there 
today are from the 16th century and on.  It’s 
worthwhile considering that this mount is not only a 

geographical link between the desert and the fertile hills of 
Jerusalem - it is also the spiritual link between heaven and 
earth or life and death.  Many people desire to be buried on 
the Mount of Olives where the Messiah is expected to arrive. 

From the Scriptures 
Zechariah chapter 14: "4 In that day His feet will stand on 

the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the 
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from 
east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the 
mountain will move toward the north and the other half 
toward the south." 

Matthew 24: "3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately, saying, 'Tell us, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
close of the age?' 4 And Jesus answered them, 'Take heed that 
no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, 
saying, 'I am the Christ', and they will lead many astray. 6 
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you 
are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not 
yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 
places: 8 all this is but the beginning of the birth-pangs.'" 

On our Holy Land trips we have had a chance to pray in 

Gethsemane, see ancient olive trees and walk the Palm 

Sunday route. 
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 March 11th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Lois Hunt led a 
Bible study on Joel 2:12-14 “ Rend your 
heart and not your garments.”  Lent is a time 
to admit our guilt, to repent and turn to God. 
Lent is a time to deal with our sin, but not 
only a time for confession, it is also a time 
for absolution and forgiveness.  There was a 
time of sharing our story of where we are 
now in our walk.  There is a lot out there on 
the internet to help us with our walk.  The 
February minutes were approved as written. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Franklin Funds had 
an outstanding month with a 9% increase for 
the year, more than making up for the short 
fall in 2018.  February expenses exceeded 
income by $14,872. 

Committee Reports:  Dave Allen reported 
for property that they are looking into 
plexiglass for one of the large stain glass 
windows and need one more quote.  They 
also need two more quotes for repairs to 
stairwell and sacristy.  David Williams 
reported quotes are being collected for 
replacement closers on the glass doors 
leading into the nave.  Dave Allen reported 
that lighting in Crocker Hall will be 3,500 
Lumens. 
 

Rector’s Report:  Wednesday Lenten 
soup supper series on “Forgiveness” taught 
by Tim Huber continues through April 3rd. 
March 24th will be Stephen Ministry Sunday 

with a ministry minute 
and coffee hour at both 
services.  Seminarian 
Misty Kiwak Jacobs will 
preach on March 31st.  May 
12th Bishop Laura Ahrens will be here for 
confirmation and reception and will meet 
with the Vestry after the 10:30 service.  Fr. 
Joe is excited about the Vestry retreat on 
Saturday March 16th. 
 
Old Business:  A sound system will be 
installed in Crocker Hall to bring audio down 
from the church during the service.  Vestry 
approved the purchase of a mic in the 
amount of $400.00 for use in Crocker Hall 
during teachings and meetings. 
 

New Business:  The Campus 
Enrichment Ministry is 
planning to refresh the areas 
where we first come into the 
building.  To look at the 
church, the wing, guild room, 
Tuck room and Crocker Hall.  

To do spring cleaning and to re-imagine 
these areas, giving functional design to entry 
ways.  
The Vestry wishes to thank all those who 
make our gardens so beautiful, especially 
Mary Beth Drukin, Laura Cruger, Chris 
MacMillan and Cindy Maier.  The Vestry 
Retreat will be held on March 16th at A 
Place for Hope and Healing in Newtown. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:45 pm by David Williams. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  First Communion - Coming Soon! 
Calling all families with students in second grade or above.  First Communion 

classes with Father Joe will begin soon.  Please see the dates below and email 
Nicole at nmoconnors@gmail.com to sign-up. 

First Communion - Sunday, May 19th 
First Communion classes: 

4 Sundays:  April 7th, April 14th, April 28th, May 5th   Classes meet 
at 9:30-10:15 am in the Level 3 Sunday School classroom. 

How to make your own palm cross video. 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmtg7m7Ion8
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C hristian Binder, Kevin Janofsky & Tyler 
Mannion celebrate today! Friday is a Good Friday 
for Kwan Stowell.  Nicole Castronova will be 

blowing out candles on Sunday.  Throw a party on 
Monday for Andrew Melody, Deborah Pomeroy & 
Sarah Shepley.  Susan Cavagna will be opening 
presents on Wednesday. .  Have a blessed day 
everyone! 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

 

Interested in Reading a 

Free Book? 

J ay Trott has a book called The 

Most Soulful Book, which is 

all about the soulfulness of the 

Bible. 

He would be happy to provide a 

free reader's copy to anyone 

who might be willing to write 

an Amazon review. 

If you're interested, you can 

talk to him at church or email 

him at jayatrott@gmail.com. 

 

 

"How did Jesus respond to the Pharisees who 

said: "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!" 

Luke 19:37-40 NIV  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

““I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day, you will deny 

three times that you know me.”  (Luke 22:34) 
 

H ow many times have you heard someone make a disparaging 

comment about Jesus or the Christian faith?  How do you react?  

Do you remain quiet not to cause a disturbance or worst yet, because you 

don’t want your friends or family to think negatively about you?  Pray 

for the courage to speak up and enter into a respectful dialogue. 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:jayatrott@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+19:37-40&version=NIV&showfn=yes


10  

 
†  New Members Half-Day Retreat with Fr. Joe 

I nterested in becoming a member of St. Paul's?  Or if you just 

want to come to find out more about our church, please join 

us in the Guild Room from 9 am-noon on Saturday, April 27th.  

Preparation for Confirmation/Reception for the Bishop's visit 

on May 12th will be offered.  Please contact Beth Miller in 

the church office to register at bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. 

 

†  Confirmation at Saint Paul’s 

C onfirmation will take place on Sunday, 

May 12th during the 10:30 service.  

Father Joe will host a prep retreat for all those 

interested (eighth grade and above!) in being 

confirmed on Saturday, April 27th from 9 am -

12 noon.  Please email Nicole at 

nmoconnors@gmail.com for more information. 

 

†  Holy Week Schedule 
 

Sun, Apr 14 - The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Apr 16 -  Tuesday in Holy Week 
  7:30 pm - Tenebrae  (YouTube Live) 
Wed, Apr 17 -  Wednesday in Holy Week 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
Thu, Apr 18 -  Maundy Thursday 
  7:30 pm - Foot Washing, Holy Communion & Stripping of Altar 

  (YouTube Live) 
Fri, Apr 19 -  Good Friday 
  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk  (Facebook Live) 
  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Sat, Apr 20 -  Holy Saturday 
  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter  (YouTube Live) 
Sun, Apr 21 - The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Sunday 
  7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Apr 14th 8 am    Kovac’s   10:30 am  Jack Collins 
Apr 21st   Happy Easter - No Coffee Hour 
Apr 28th 8 am   Durkin’s   10:30 am  Susan Champagne 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

O ur Men’s Bible Study in their weekly study is slowly and 

methodically dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the 

Ephesians.  They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All 

the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  Check it out in person or watch 

the homily each week on Facebook 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

 

Entry into the City 
1990 

John August Swanson 
 

T he artist makes his home in Los Angeles, California, where he was born in 1938.  
He paints in oil, watercolor, acrylic and mixed media, and is an independent 

printmaker of limited edition serigraphs, lithographs and etchings. 
His art reflects the strong heritage of storytelling he inherited from his Mexican mother 

and Swedish father.  John Swanson’s narrative is direct and easily understood.  He 
addresses himself to human values, cultural roots, and his quest for self-discovery through 
visual images.  These include Bible stories and social celebrations such as attending the 
circus, the concert, and the opera.  He also tells of everyday existence, of city and country 
walks, of visits to the library, the train station or the schoolroom.  All his parables 
optimistically embrace life and one’s spiritual transformation. 

 John Swanson studied with Corita Kent at 
Immaculate Heart College.  His unique style is 
influenced by the imagery of Islamic and medieval 
miniatures, Russian iconography, the color of Latin 
American folk art, and the tradition of Mexican 
muralists. 
 His art is in no way "naïve."  It is detailed, 
complex, and elaborate.  Unlike many contemporary 
artists, John Swanson works directly on all phases in 
producing his original prints.  His serigraphs (limited-
edition screen prints) have from 40 to 89 colors 
printed, using transparent and opaque inks creating 
rich and detailed imagery.  For each color printed the 
artist must draw a stencil on Mylar film.  This stencil 
is transferred to the silk screen for printing the color 
ink on the serigraph edition.  The resulting serigraph is 
a matrix of richly overlaid colors visually striking and 
technically masterful. 
 Mr. Swanson’s art is represented in the permanent 

collections of many museums, including three museums of the Smithsonian Institution.  He 
is also included in the print collections of the Art Institute of Chicago, Harvard University’s 
Fogg Museum, the Tate Gallery and Victoria and Albert Museum in London, and the 
Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris.  His painting THE PROCESSION is one of relatively few 
works by contemporary artists to be selected for the Vatican Museums’ Collection of 
Modern Religious Art.  In 2008, an extensive collection of John August Swanson’s works 
were purchased by Emory University’s Candler School of Theology to hang on the walls of 
their new 76,349 square foot building.  With over 55 works hung, this is the largest open 
public display of the artwork of John August Swanson. [from the artist's website] 
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†  Saints of God 

 

Thursday, April 11th 
 

George Augustus Selwyn 
Bishop of New Zealand, and of Lichfield, 1878 

 

G 
eorge Augustus Selwyn was born on April 5, 1809, at Hampstead, London.  He 
was prepared at Eton, and in 1831 was graduated from St. John’s College, 
Cambridge, of which he became a Fellow. 

Ordained in 1833, Selwyn served as a curate at Windsor until 
his selection as first Bishop of New Zealand in 1841.  On the 
voyage to his new field, he mastered the Maori language and was 
able to preach in it upon his arrival.  In the tragic ten-year war 
between the English and the Maoris, Selwyn was able to minister 
to both sides, and to keep the affection and admiration of both 
natives and colonists.  He began missionary work in the Pacific 
islands in 1847. 

Selwyn’s first general synod in 1859 laid down a constitution, 
influenced by that of the American Church, which was important 
for all English colonial Churches. 

After the first Lambeth Conference in 1867, Selwyn was 
reluctantly persuaded to accept the See of Lichfield in England.  
He died on April 11, 1878, and his grave in the cathedral close has been a place of 
pilgrimage for the Maoris to whom he first brought the light of the Gospel. 

Bishop Selwyn twice visited the Church in America, and was the preacher at the 1874 
General Convention. 

†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for 
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients 
to put their food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and 
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the 
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you 
usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place donations in 
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

†  Easter Memorials 
  

There are envelopes on the back table for 

anyone wishing to have 

flowers in the church 

for Easter Sunday in 

memory of loved ones 

and friends.  All names 

will be listed in the 

Easter bulletin and are 

due by Palm Sunday, 

April 14th.  Any 

questions may be 

directed to Gail Winkley at 203-775-3343 or 

gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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†  Pray It Up 

 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card 
from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request 
for one week.  How comforting to know that your request is being 
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 
just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d 
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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The 

Rector’s 

Forum 

 

 

T he Rector’s Forum is currently studying “People of the Promised 

Land.” 

People of the Promised Land covers the united kingdom of Israel, 

from Joshua to Solomon. 

We are studying the books of Joshua, Ruth, 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 

1-11 and overviews of Psalms and Proverbs. 

The themes of this study are Provision, Holiness, Leadership, and 

Faithfulness. 

In this study we will find… 

God PROMISED to give His people the land . . . and He did! 

God LED His people TO and INTO the land. 

God ESTABLISHED His people in a UNIFIED Kingdom in the 

Promised Land. 

The Rector's Forum meets every 

Sunday, starting at 9:30 in the Guild Room.  

Grab a cup of coffee and join us. 

 

†  Sunday School Is Opening Their Doors! 

O ver the next month or so, the Level 2 and Level 3 

Sunday School classrooms will be opening their doors 

and inviting a different parent to join class each week.  

Families can sign up for the Sunday that works the best for 

them.  They are invited to follow their child to class 

following the children’s sermon, lead or read the opening 

prayer, participate in the class discussion and bring a special 

snack for the class to enjoy!  We hope that this will better 

connect families with their child’s teacher and what they are 

learning in Sunday School each week.  Please look for more 

information coming soon in an email from your child’s 

teacher.  Please email nmoconnors@gmail.com if you have 

any questions. 

 

†  'Tis the Season--Spring Cleaning!! 

W e will begin Spring Cleaning the Guild and Tuck 

Rooms very soon.  If you or your Ministry are 

storing items in either room, and need a more permanent 

storage solution, please see Mary Perry or Mary 

Beth Durkin.  We will do our best to ensure 

your supplies are conveniently tucked away. 

If you have personal items in either room, 

please remove them to assist with the clean-up! 

Much appreciated 

 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to serve 

in this important ministry.  If you are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

 

“If you deviate from the gospel in 

what you say about the gospel, or if 

you deviate from the gospel in how 
you act, you’re in violation of the 

purity of the gospel.  It’s hard; I 

understand.  It’s hard to be bold for 

the gospel when you’re with people 

who compromise the gospel but also 

talk about Christ.  It’s hard to talk to 
someone in a form of Christianity 

that is apostate, heretical, outside 

the bounds of the true gospel. It’s 

hard to talk to … somebody in some 

cult or some fringe group, or any 

kind of ‘Christian’ organization that 

has a review of the gospel that’s in 
error. 

“It’s hard to be bold, because you 

want to be accepted by them. And 

maybe you say, “Well, you know, 

they’re not going to listen to what I 

have to say if they don’t” – it’s hard. 
And the fear of men brings a snare, 

doesn’t it? Even Peter had to be 

confronted to the face. 

Don’t attack the gospel. Don’t 

attack it by changing it in its 
content, and don’t attack it by siding 

with people who have a false gospel. 

You can’t do that. Paul is saying to 

the church at Galatia, ‘We have to 

have the gospel clear; that’s why 

we’re in the world.'” 
 

 

— John MacArthur, The Danger 

Of Adding To The Gospel  

 

Hyena Den 

Don’t Attack The Gospel 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students away 
at college, parishioners on vacation and former members 
who have moved away.  Why not introduce it to your 

friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the YouTube button 
or tab on our website for more info.  

S unday’s gospel stories are filled with highs and lows.  
Jesus, the perfect steward,  gives us an example of 

what it means to really care for something or someone. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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Safe Church Training 
Any member of St. Paul’s, who serves in a ministry within the church is required to 

attend Safe Church Training.  All staff are also required to attend.  Sunday School 
Volunteers.  Vestry Members.  Any ministry where you will be in contact with another 
individual either alone or with others, anticipated or not. 

If you have not attended a training as of yet, please contact Dorothy Crocker at 
Dotsy12@charter.net or call 860-355-5672.  Check for schedule next week in Sword Points. 

mailto:Dotsy12@charter.net
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically 

from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

Northwest Region Choral Evensong 

Consider joining the Northwest Parish Musicians for a candlelit choral Evensong on 

Sunday, June 2 from 7:30-8:30 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington.  If you 

would like to sing in the choir for this service, please email Jerry Davidson at 

jfd112@gmail.com. 

The next Northwest Parish Musicians Luncheon will be on Sunday, June 30 from 1-

3 pm and will likely be hosted by St. John's in Waterbury.  Please bring your 

calendars to this gathering, as we will look at the 2019-2020 program year to lay a 

foundation for collaborative musical events in the Northwest Region. 

Finally, click here to check out ECCT's blog post, "Meet Jerry Davidson: Never 

mess with the Holy Spirit."  A quote from the interview: 

Singing hymns together, for Jerry, is beyond just a pleasant communal  

experience – it is one of the main threads that connects us to our ancestors.  

“It is with the community of saints [that we sing],” Jerry said.  

The choir is not the performers and the congregation its audience.  

"We are the performers, God is the audience.” 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:jfd112@gmail.com
https://episcopalct.blog/2019/03/18/meet-jerry-davidson-never-mess-with-the-holy-spirit/
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†  It’s Time for 
Another Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join Fr. Joe this year as we 
are going to England and 

Scotland (with an optional 
Ireland extension) and we’ll 
explore our Anglican roots 
and the beginnings of the 
Episcopal Church.  We’ll 

see all the top sites in 
London, Stonehenge, 
Oxford, Cambridge, 

Canterbury and York before 
heading to Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen, Scotland.  This 
trip is loaded with extras. 

Pick up a brochure at coffee 
hour this week. 
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Parishioner Walter Von Egidy opened a new exhibit at the Bridgewater Burhman 

Library last weekend.  Some of his works in oil enamels will be on display at the library 

from April 1 to May 30th.  Walter’s first image of surrealism was revealed to him at a very 

early age in the vision of a bowling ball lying alone in the desert.  He has continued to 

explore the juxtaposition of unrelated objects born of a subconscious intuition that tingle 

with a quiet late night excitement.  To say the least! 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Palms & Passion 
 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers persecution, 

but still trusts in God’s help and vindication.  This is the third of the “servant songs” 
that come from a period late in Israel’s exile.  The servant might be thought to be the 
faithful of Israel, the prophet himself, or another historical or idealized figure.  The 
people are weary and tired of the Lord’s calling, but the servant steadfastly continues.  
Christians have long perceived in these words a foretelling of Jesus’ mission. 
 Psalm 31:9-16 

A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and 
protection. 
 Philippians 2:5-11 

From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ 
Jesus accepted the condition of a servant, was obedient even to the 
point of death, and was then given the name above every name.  It is 
possible that this poem was adapted by Paul or another disciples from 
the hopes for a savior of a people who did not yet know Jesus.  He has 
fulfilled humanity’s dream of one who will share fully in the mortal 
condition before his exaltation.  To him every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess the great name of the Lord now known in 
person, Jesus. 
  The Passion According to Luke 

Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ last supper before the group 
proceeds to the Mount of Olives, where Jesus engages in anguished prayer.  Then 
come Jesus’ final hours: his arrest, trial, passion, and death. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

T he Sacred Now.  Do you Perceive it?.  To 
replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 
our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 19:28-40 

What the authors of the Bible take 

for granted and fail to mention is 

that while Jesus is parading in on a 

colt through one of the back gates, 

on the other side of the city Pilate 

is parading in on a war horse 

accompanied by a squadron or two 

of battle hardened Roman soldiers.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#PSALM2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok, Joe Hock and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, Madison; St. Mary’s, Manchester; St. 
Andrew’s, Marble Dale; All Saints’, Meriden. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Clergy whose work is not in parishes; multi‐
vocational priests; clergy of ECCT whose ministry is 
carried out in other countries or dioceses.. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee 
Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, 
Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, Peter, and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of India; the people of Indonesia; Diocese of Western Kansas 
(The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Michael Milliken (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister 
and brother members of the Bulgarian Greek Catholic Church . 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of April. 
.....seventy2architects, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Prisons and Correctional Institutions. 
.....That we have the courage to defend our Christian faith when the 
opportunity arises. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete 
healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some 
difficult issues. 
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Jesus triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem 

 

 Various clips from different 
movies depicting Jesus entering 
Jerusalem on a donkey as 
prophesied by the prophet 
Zechariah in 500 BC...  

Scalzo vid 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=NxR2NYTyeyY 

http://www.standrewsmadison.org/
http://www.stmarysct.org/
http://www.saintandrewsmarbledale.com/
http://www.saintandrewsmarbledale.com/
https://www.facebook.com/allsaintsepiscopalchurchmeriden/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
http://www.indonesia.go.id/en/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgarian_Greek_Catholic_Church
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/37.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdyJO-_aAv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rdyJO-_aAv8


 25 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

