
   

 

†  The Holiest Time in the Church Year 

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 

also should wash one another's feet.  
 John 13:14 

Dear Friends, 

T onight, our Maundy Thursday service recognizes two sacramental 
realities: the institution of the Eucharist as the body and blood of 

Jesus Christ, the memorial of our redemption; and the institution of the 
sacred priesthood.  During the Last Supper, Jesus offered himself as 
the Passover sacrifice, and teaches that every follower of His, and in 
particular the ordained priest, is to offer the same self-giving example 
of love.  This will be symbolized by my washing our new vestry 
members' feet. 

This evening marks the end of Lent and the beginning of the sacred 
Triduum, the final three days of Holy Week, the holiest time in the 
church year.  At the conclusion of the Eucharist this evening, the altar 
and all surrounding objects will be stripped, symbolizing Jesus' 
abandonment preceding the cross.  Then, we will be invited to watch 
one hour, with the reserved sacrament present, just as the disciples 
were invited to stay up with the Lord during His agony in the garden 
before His betrayal by Judas. 

After this night, no Eucharist will be celebrated again in the church until 
the Easter Vigil proclaims the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I 
invite you to participate in the Triduum as much as you are able, and 
may we find the way of the cross to be the way of life. 

Faithfully, 

 

April 21, 2019  www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 
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†  The One Whom Jesus Loved!   

by John Tuthill 

“...the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved... ” 
- John 20:2 (ESV) 

 

T 
his is the way the writer of our Easter Sunday's gospel message refers to himself 
through most of his writings: "the one whom Jesus loved."  Here is Good News 
for you and for me today, for Easter Sunday, and, in fact for every day from now 

through all eternity - by His grace, you and I may presume right now to put this very same 
title on ourselves also.  We are each of now and forever, 'the one whom Jesus loved!" 

One small way to try to put into perspective and consider the magnitude of what Jesus' 
love accomplished for us through living and then being sin (2 Cor. 5:21) and then dying in 
our place to rise again from the grave, is to remember that when all of creation was made 
the first time, God "rested" on the Sabbath Day - a Saturday.  But now, "He is Risen!"  Now 
it becomes entirely a new day, Sunday.  Now by what Jesus did we may each ourselves 
actually become a "new creation" re-made by Him (2 Cor. 5:17).  The day of the Sabbath 
for the previous creation written of in Genesis was Saturday - a day of rest as God set the 
example for us to observe.  But, it is interesting to see that all four Gospel writers (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John) each 
seem to go out of their way 
to make particular mention 
about the Resurrection that 
Jesus rose from the dead 
and then walked out of the 
tomb on a Sunday, the "first 
day of the week" (see Jn. 
20:1, 19; Lk. 24:1; Mk. 
16:2, 9; Mt. 28:1).  Not 
coincidentally, the Holy 
Spirit also arrived on 
Pentecost Sunday.  We 
gather at St. Paul's on 
Sundays in part to 
acknowledge this shift and 
to signify being part of the 
creation made new by Jesus.  
As it says elsewhere, Jesus 
IS our Sabbath Rest 
(Hebrews 10:12) and Jesus 
is "Lord of the 
Sabbath" (Matthew 12:8).  
Happy Easter!  The Lord is 
Risen Indeed!  
"Hallelujah!"  (Shhh!  Ok, I 
promise, I am trying my 
best not to say that word out
-loud until it is finally 
allowed again on Easter - 
and then, with a 
vengeance!) 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

This sign is on the door of 
the Garden Tomb in 
Jerusalem.  
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr 18 -   
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Liturgy, Foot Washing, 

Stripping of Altar  (YouTube Live) 

Fri, Apr 19 -  Good Friday 
  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk  (Facebook Live) 
  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion 
  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Sat, Apr 20 -  Holy Saturday 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:30 am - Children’s Easter Celebration, Meadow/Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter  (YouTube Live) 

Sun, Apr 21 - Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Sunday 
  7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Apr 22 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Apr 23 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Apr 24 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
Thu, Apr 25 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Apr 27 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Apr 28 -  Second Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - First Communion Class 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

†  Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

S t. Paul's Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

will be held this Saturday, April 

20th from 10:30 to 11:45 am.  This event 

is open to everyone - please invite family, 

friends and neighbors to celebrate with 

us.  All children in grade 5 and younger 

are invited to gather eggs, enjoy a special 

treat, hear the story of our Risen Savior 

and make an Easter craft.  Bring a 

container for collecting eggs and possibly 

boots as it might be muddy!  This event 

will be held rain or shine and we will 

move inside if needed.  We hope that you can join us!  We would love some volunteers to 

help stuff/hide eggs, provide a special snack and help clean up.  Please email Nicole 

nmoconnors@gmail.com if you can help. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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†  Edify One Another  
“Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.” 

 - Romans 15:2 
by Steve Hemming 

 

T 
he definition of the word edify is to instruct or benefit, especially morally or 
spiritually; uplift.  Synonyms for edify include educate, enlighten, illuminate, 
inspire, and nurture. 

When was the last time you edified someone with words that built them up and lifted 
their spirit?  Recently, and unexpectedly, I received nurturing words from two sources: a 
pastor friend and a “new” friend that I met this past December.  In both instances, Holy 
Spirit inspired the words they gave me, for the compliments I received from them were not 

about me, but who I am becoming in 
the Lord.  These words resonated deep 
within my spirit and served to build 
me up in my most holy faith (Jude 
1:20). 
 Through the Spirit in sincere love 
of the brethren, we are called to love 
one another fervently with a pure heart 
(1 Peter 1:22).  One tangible way to 
express our genuine love for others is 
to speak words that are good for 
edification, that they may impart grace 
to the hearers (Ephesians 4:29). 
 As led by Holy Spirit, words aptly 
spoken can serve to stir up the gifts of 
God in others.  Although the gifts and 
the calling of God are irrevocable 
(Romans 11:29), a timely word 
spoken can bring forth much joy 

(Proverbs 15:23), reinvigorate our spiritual lives, and reignite the manifestation of the gifts 
Holy Spirit has placed inside each of us. 

Ask the Lord today, to bring someone to mind in whom you can stir up love and good 
works through words of edification given to you and inspired by Holy Spirit. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

M aria Silva celebrates today!  Friday is the big day 
for JoAnn Hornak & Stephanie Bernardo.  

Ashley Williams, Audrey Holt & Carol Gurski will 
be blowing out candles on Saturday.  Bake a cake on 
Sunday for Chris Boyce.  Throw a party on Monday 
for David Jones.  Alexander Binder will be 
opening presents on Tuesday.  Pam Szen will be 
another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
  

“He went about doing good and healing all those 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.” (Acts 10:38) 
  

O n this Easter Sunday, allow Jesus to fill your mind, 

body and soul.  Pray for guidance on how to live 

your life, open your heart to those in need and give thanks to 

God for all that He has given you. 
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†  A talk on “The Soulfulness of the Bible” on May 10 

T he Bible is a wondrous book, and one 
of the great wonders of the Bible is its 

deep soulfulness. 
 From the story of creation, to Abraham 
and Sarah, to David and the Psalms, to the 
promises in the prophets, to the life of 
Christ, the New Testament epistles, and 
finally Revelation with its New Jerusalem, 
the Bible is chock-full of things that bring joy and refreshment 
to the soul. 
 Join us May 10 at 7:30 pm in Crocker Hall as Jay Trott 
discusses some of the most soulful things about the Bible and 
explains why it is the most soulful book ever written.  Jay will 
be talking about s few of our most beloved passages but also 
some less familiar ones, so be sure to come! 
 Jay is the author of The Most Soulful Book.  He is an 
experienced speaker, having preached in many churches across 
the state and also having been the spokesman for the National 
Experiment, a Guideposts-supported small group movement.  
7:00 pm Coffee and fellowship; 7:30 Presentation 

“O n this day the Lord has 
acted; we will rejoice and be 

glad in it”  May we strive to be rejoicing 
stewards not only in the Easter season, 
but the whole year through - always 
thankful and grateful for our many 
blessings.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Two Endings  
 

Acts 10:34-43  • Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 • 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 • John 20:1-18 
 

A 
 woman was bent over and quite unable to stand up straight, not unlike Jesus 
who stooped to behold the heavens and the earth, bent down to be what we are.  
There was a woman with an issue of blood that no earthly medicine could stop, 

rather like Jesus who bled first in drops and then in what appeared a life-losing flow, which, 
strangely, continued on and on.  He bled outside the city and in the city and to the 
surrounding countryside and continues as a river to the ends of the earth.  Jesus is bent and 
he is bleeding.  His head falls to his chest, and sacraments run from his cleft heart.  He says, 

“It is finished.”  The end. 
 There is more than one ending.  The story 
first ends by showing Jesus’ absolute, utter, total, 
and undeniable identification with humanity, 
including human suffering, and death itself.  
Reverently, at this point, congregations fall silent, 
as they customarily do on Palm Sunday and 
Good Friday.  Even the fraction at any Sunday 
Eucharist, the moment when the bread is broken, 
should be, as the rubrics allow, a long, palpable 
silence. 
 The second ending: “Early on the first day of 
the week, while it was still day, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed” (John 20:1), a disturbing discovery to 
say the least.  She has come to respect the dead 
body of a dear friend, to say her prayers, to shed 
her tears.  Instead, she is startled at the thought 
that the body has been stolen.  Leaving aside 
Mary’s report to Peter and the beloved disciple 
and their race to inspect the tomb and verify her 
report, we find Mary, now amid considerable 

commotion, standing outside the tomb, weeping.  Then, she bent over and, looking into the 
tomb, the place of death, discovered the unseen God, perched between cherubic angels.  The 
divine presence was in the tomb and outside the tomb, for turning about she saw Jesus, 
although she would only know him at the moment he spoke her name.  Jesus is, in a sense, 
creating her and calling her into the new humanity, “for whatever he called her, that was her 
name” (Gen. 2:19). 

Mary Magdalene has followed the path of Jesus.  She has bent toward the tomb and 
looked into death and there beheld a divine presence that death could not defeat, and turning 
to the life pulsing in the morning air she heard the voice that remade her alive and called her 
from death.  “For as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.  But each in his 
own order; Christ the first fruits, then at his coming, those who belong to Christ.  Then 
comes the end when he hands over the kingdom to the Father” (1 Cor. 15:22-24).  Do you 
see?  Then comes the end, everything handed to the Father, power and principalities subject 
to the risen Lord, and death, the last enemy, defeated. 

We can hear the silence of Jesus, especially in his death.  In his resurrection we hear him 
anew.  He names himself: “I am your cleansing, I am your life, I am your resurrection, I am 
your light, I am your salvation, I am your king.  I will take you to the heights of heaven; I 
will raise you and show you to the Father who is in heaven, I will lead you with my right 
hand” (Easter Homily by Melito of Sardis, Liturgia Horarum, vol. II).  And he names us 
anew, calling us sons and daughters, adopted freely and loving by his infinite mercy and 
generosity. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 118:20.  The gate of the Lord is death. 
 

Think About It 
And yet he lives forevermore.   - from The Living Church, 2016 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=422550217
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    Which apostle said: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is 

right"?                                                            Acts 10:34-35 NIV  

†  The Season of Easter 
 

E aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to their new faith in the 

risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and challenging stories of an empty tomb and 

Jesus alive, bringing joy and courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and 

disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The Lord has risen indeed!”  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (John 20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 

28:19). 

 Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to 

Mary, who at first mistakes him for the gardener.  

“Mary!” he says to her, and she recognizes her risen 

Lord (John 20:11-18).  Later that day he is a wayfarer 

opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple 

who are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where 

he will be known to them in the breaking of the bread 

(Luke 24:13-35).  Then Thomas cannot believe unless 

he sees and touches the marks of the nails and the 

wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands among 

them and invites Thomas to reach out and touch.  “My 

Lord and my God!” Thomas responds (John 20:24-29).  

Several weeks afterward, disciples are fishing on Lake 

Galilee (or Tiberias) when, just after daybreak, there is 

Jesus standing on the beach, though at first they do not 

recognize him (John 21:1-14). 

 There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to 

his disciples.  Paul tells of an appearance to more than 

five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 Corinthians 

15:6).  Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they may have seen a ghost, 

before their fears are overcome and they are filled with new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s Word of new life to all people.  They have joy to share, a witness to offer, 

a service to render.  Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new 

faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love to the world. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+10:34-35&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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"The LORD is my strength and my song; he has 

become my __________." 

Psalm 118:14 NIV  

†  New Members Half-Day Retreat with Fr. Joe 

I nterested in becoming a member of St. Paul's?  Or if you just 

want to come to find out more about our church, please join 

us in the Guild Room from 9 am-noon on Saturday, April 27th.  

Preparation for Confirmation/Reception for the Bishop's visit 

on May 12th will be offered.  Please contact Beth Miller in 

the church office to register at bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com. 

 

†  Confirmation at Saint Paul’s 

C onfirmation will take place on Sunday, 

May 12th during the 10:30 service.  

Father Joe will host a prep retreat for all those 

interested (eighth grade and above!) in being 

confirmed on Saturday, April 27th from 9 am -

12 noon.  Please email Nicole at 

nmoconnors@gmail.com for more information. 

 

†  Holy Week Schedule 
 

Thu, Apr 18 -  Maundy Thursday 
  7:30 pm - Foot Washing, Holy Communion & Stripping of Altar 

  (YouTube Live) 
Fri, Apr 19 -  Good Friday 
  10:00 am - Ecumenical Good Friday Walk  (Facebook Live) 
  12:00 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  6:30 pm - Stations of the Cross  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Good Friday Liturgy & Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Sat, Apr 20 -  Holy Saturday 
  7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter  (YouTube Live) 
Sun, Apr 21 - The Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Sunday 
  7:30 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+118:14&version=NIV&showfn=yes
mailto:bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com
mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Apr 21st   Happy Easter - No Coffee Hour 
Apr 28th 8 am   Durkin’s   10:30 am  Susan Champagne 
May   5th 8 am    Polly Sorrentino 10:30 am  Sandy Chadwick 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

O ur Men’s Bible Study in their weekly study is slowly and 

methodically dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the 

Ephesians.  They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All 

the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is 

growing.  Check it out in person or watch 

the homily each week on Facebook 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

 

Noli Me Tangere 
1507 

Oostsanen, Jacob Cornelisz van  
 

Consistent with art from this region and period, Mary Magdalene is shown dressed in finest, most 
stylish garments.  Christ's robe, although simple, is of a beautiful, royal blue trimmed in gold.  The 
flora of countryside is lush, the town in the background prosperous.  In the left background, two 

women witness the angel and 
the absence of Christ in the 
tomb.   Since John's gospel 
only mentions Mary 
Magdelene in this scene, this 
painting is a conflation of the 
gospel stories.  If we read the 
passage for today from Luke, 
we learn that among the 
witnesses to Christ's triumph 
over death are Mary 
Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary 
the mother of James. 
 Looking more closely at 
this painting, the spade that 
Christ is holding demonstrates 
the comment in John that Mary 
Magdalene thought that the 
person she saw was the 
gardener.  As in the other post-
resurrection gospel passages, 
the risen Christ is not "known" 
to his faithful followers until 
he reveals his presence.  This 
depiction of the "Noli me 
tangere", or "do not hold me" 
episode is moving; in it, rather 
than Mary Magdalene reaching 
for Jesus,  Jesus places his 
hand on her.  He is the active, 
alive, solidly present Christ, 
needing to quickly depart for 
his union with his Father.  
When read with the text, this 
painting by van Oostsanen is a 
beautiful, tender reminder of 
the deeply personal 
relationship that believers have 
with Jesus the Christ. 
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s 
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring 

Street in Danbury.  Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie 
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for 
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients 
to put their food in.  We are also looking for coloring books and 
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the 
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you 
usually find at hotels are also needed.  Please place donations in 
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).  

A sculpture of 

John Chrysostom 

in Saint Patrick's 

Cathedral, New 

York City  

†  St. John Chrysostom’s Paschal Sermon 
 
Note: Presented here is St. John Chrysostom’s Paschal sermon, traditionally read in some 
churches at midnight during the Great Vigil.  Chrysostom, whose name means “golden 
mouthed,” was the unrivaled preacher of his time. 
 

A 
re there any who are devout lovers of God?  Let them enjoy this beautiful bright 
festival!  Are there any who are grateful servants?  Let them rejoice and enter into 
the joy of their Lord!  Are there any weary with fasting?  Let them now receive 

their wages!  If any have toiled from the first hour, let them receive their due reward; if any 
have come after the third hour, let him with gratitude join in the Feast!  And he that arrived 
after the sixth hour, let him not doubt; for he too shall sustain no loss.  And if any delayed 
until the ninth hour, let him not hesitate; but let him come too.  And he who arrived only at 
the eleventh hour, let him not be afraid by reason of his delay.  For the Lord is gracious and 
receives the last even as the first.  He gives rest to him that comes 
at the eleventh hour, as well as to him that toiled from the first. 

To this one he gives, and upon another he bestows.  He accepts 
the works as he greets the endeavor.  The deed he honors and the 
intention he commends.  Let us all enter into the joy of the Lord!  
First and last alike receive your reward; rich and poor, rejoice 
together!  Sober and slothful, celebrate the day!  You that have 
kept the fast, and you that have not, rejoice today for the Table is 
richly laden!  Feast royally on it, the calf is a fatted one.  Let no 
one go away hungry. 

Partake, all, of the cup of faith.  Enjoy all the riches of his 
goodness!  Let no one grieve at his poverty, for the universal 
kingdom has been revealed.  Let no one mourn that he has fallen 
again and again; for forgiveness has risen from the grave.  Let no 
one fear death, for the Death of our Savior has set us free.  He has 
destroyed it by enduring it.  He destroyed Hell when he descended 
into it.  He put it into an uproar even as it tasted of his flesh.  Isaiah 
foretold this when he said, “You, O Hell, have been troubled by 
encountering him below.”  Hell was in an uproar because it was 
done away with.  It was in an uproar because it is mocked.  It was 
in an uproar, for it is destroyed.  It is in an uproar, for it is 
annihilated.  It is in an uproar, for it is now made captive.  Hell 
took a body, and discovered God.  It took earth, and encountered 
Heaven.  It took what it saw, and was overcome by what it did not 
see. 

O death, where is thy sting?  O Hell, where is thy victory?  
Christ is Risen, and you, O death, are annihilated!  Christ is Risen, 
and the evil ones are cast down!  Christ is Risen, and the angels 
rejoice!  Christ is Risen, and life is liberated!  Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its 
dead; for Christ having risen from the dead, is become the first-fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep.  To him be Glory and Power forever and ever.  Amen! 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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†  Pray It Up 

 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card 
from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request 
for one week.  How comforting to know that your request is being 
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 
just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d 
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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Interested in Reading 

a Free Book? 

J ay Trott has a book called 

The Most Soulful Book, 

which is all about the 

soulfulness of the Bible. 

He would be happy to 

provide a free reader's copy to 

anyone who might be willing 

to write an Amazon review. 

If you're interested, you 

can talk to him at church or 

email him at jayatrott@gmail.com. 

Holy Week 
 

H ow could it be?  We again bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude.  For our sake 
God’s chosen and beloved Son was tortured and put to death.  “God proves his 

love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
 

I n thy most bitter passion my heart to share doth cry, 
with thee for my salvation upon the cross to die. 

Ah, keep my heart thus moved to stand thy cross beneath, 
to mourn thee, well-beloved, yet thank thee for thy death. 

   (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 169) 
 

The scripture readings of Holy Week 
help us to accompany Jesus from his last 
words with his disciples through his 
death and burial.  We are given 
opportunity to reflect on the meaning of 
his life, death and ministry for us.  The 
prophet tells of the servant who “was 
despised and rejected by others” and 
“wounded for our transgressions, crushed 
for our iniquities” yet “by his bruises we 
are healed” (Isaiah 53:3,5).  We are with 
Jesus and his disciples as he breaks the 
bread and shares the cup: “This is my 
body … This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for 
many” (Mark 14:23-24).  We go with 
him to dark Gethsemane and on to the 
trial, mockery, and beating, the crown of 
thorns.  We walk the way of the cross and 
come to Calvary. 

How could it be?  “O who am I that 
for my sake my Lord should take frail 
flesh and die?” 

 

H ere might I stay and sing, no story so divine: 
never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 

   (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 458) 
 

We bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude. 

mailto:jayatrott@gmail.com
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence 
in church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to 

serve in this important ministry.  If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

 

 

Hyena Den 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students away 
at college, parishioners on vacation and former members 
who have moved away.  Why not introduce it to your 

friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the YouTube button 
or tab on our website for more info.  

T he gloom and the sadness of the last few days 
is replaced on Easter.  Even when things seem 

their darkest.  God finds a way to burst through!  Even 
though the clouds may hide it, the sin is always 
shining. 

 
50 Years Ago… 

The Bridgeport Post 

April 3, 1969 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/


 15 

 

 

 

Safe Church Training 
Any member of St. Paul’s, who serves in a ministry within the church is required to 

attend Safe Church Training.  All staff are also required to attend.  Sunday School 
Volunteers.  Vestry Members.  Any ministry where you will be in contact with another 
individual either alone or with others, anticipated or not. 

If you have not attended a training as of yet, please contact Dorothy Crocker at 
Dotsy12@charter.net or call 860-355-5672.  Check for schedule next week in Sword Points. 

mailto:Dotsy12@charter.net
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically 

from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

Northwest Region Choral Evensong 

Consider joining the Northwest Parish Musicians for a candlelit choral Evensong on 

Sunday, June 2 from 7:30-8:30 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington.  If you 

would like to sing in the choir for this service, please email Jerry Davidson at 

jfd112@gmail.com. 

The next Northwest Parish Musicians Luncheon will be on Sunday, June 30 from 1-

3 pm and will likely be hosted by St. John's in Waterbury.  Please bring your 

calendars to this gathering, as we will look at the 2019-2020 program year to lay a 

foundation for collaborative musical events in the Northwest Region. 

Finally, click here to check out ECCT's blog post, "Meet Jerry Davidson: Never 

mess with the Holy Spirit."  A quote from the interview: 

Singing hymns together, for Jerry, is beyond just a pleasant communal  

experience – it is one of the main threads that connects us to our ancestors.  

“It is with the community of saints [that we sing],” Jerry said.  

The choir is not the performers and the congregation its audience.  

"We are the performers, God is the audience.” 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:jfd112@gmail.com
https://episcopalct.blog/2019/03/18/meet-jerry-davidson-never-mess-with-the-holy-spirit/
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†  It’s Time for 
Another Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join Fr. Joe this year as we 
are going to England and 

Scotland (with an optional 
Ireland extension) and we’ll 
explore our Anglican roots 
and the beginnings of the 
Episcopal Church.  We’ll 

see all the top sites in 
London, Stonehenge, 
Oxford, Cambridge, 

Canterbury and York before 
heading to Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen, Scotland.  This 
trip is loaded with extras. 

Pick up a brochure at coffee 
hour this week. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

He Is Risen! 
 

 Acts 10:34-43 

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, 
and he proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus.  At first Peter was slow to believe that 

God wanted him to bring the word to a non-Jew.  But God has shown this to be the divine 
will, and Peter gladly responds to Cornelius, a Roman Centurion, together with his family 
and friends.  The risen Jesus has appeared to chosen witnesses, and all who 
trust in him receive forgiveness of sins in his name. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation. 
 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
In this lesson Paul describes the plan of the resurrection age: it has begun 

with Christ’s rising, and this event gives us confidence that God will defeat 
death, the last enemy.  Some of the Corinthians either doubted Christ’s 
resurrection or held that Christians could already live a fully resurrected life in 
the spirit without any regard for the body.  Paul insists on the reality of Christ’s 
rising, which has made possible the hope of a new life in a world where all 

presently die. 
 John 20:1-18 
     Our gospel tells how three women disciples 
first learn of Jesus’ resurrection.  Coming early in 
the morning to anoint the body, they find the stone 
covering the tomb rolled away and the body gone.  
No human eye sees Jesus rise, but now two angelic figures 
appear and remind the troubled and frightened women that 
Jesus had predicted these things would happen to him.  The 
women then report what they have heard and seen to the 
apostles, but their word is not believed.  Peter runs to the tomb 
and is amazed at what has happened. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

T he Power of Love over the Love of Power.  
To replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 
out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 20:1-18 

As the Word descended 

from the Father and became 

flesh at the start of John's 

Gospel, Mary is 

experiencing the reverse 

process - of the flesh 

becoming Word.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok, Joe Hock and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, Meriden; Christ Church, Middle 
Haddam; St. George’s, Middlebury; Holy Trinity, 
Middletown. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Hospital chaplains; Stephen Ministers; other 
pastoral care groups; ministries of healing; parish 
nurses; wellness programs; recovery ministries. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, 
Peter, and Jenna Lynn Baish continued healing. 
.....the people of the Italian Republic; the people of Jamaica; Diocese of Western North 
Carolina (The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd José Antonio McLoughlin; and our sister and 
brother members of the Philippine Independent Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS 
forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to 
know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
…..Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of April. 
.....The Network Support Company, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of 
the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Future of the Human Race. 
.....That we let our lives reflect God’s love, mercy and forgiveness. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete 
healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Presiding Bishop 2019 Easter 
Message 

 

  “In the moments of despair, in the 
moments of the worst darkness, God had 
done something incredible,” Episcopal 
Church Presiding Bishop and Primate 
Michael B. Curry said in his Easter 2019 
Message.  “God had raised Jesus from 
the dead.”  

PB  Easter MEssage 

https://www.standrewsmeriden.org/
https://www.christchurchmiddlehaddam.com/
http://www.stgeorgesct.com/
https://holytrinityct.wordpress.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://www.jamaica.gov.jm/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippine_Independent_Church
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/44.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGxlMZgjJIU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGxlMZgjJIU
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potter%27s_field
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akeldama

