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The Light of Christ
“He has risen!”
Matthew 28:6
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The Sword of the
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E

aster is a season of forty days commemorating the forty days
the resurrected Jesus walked this earth before His Ascension
to heaven. As Luke wrote, “To them He presented Himself alive
after His passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty
days, and speaking of the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3).
Our Paschal Candle, initially lit from our fire of the Easter Vigil,
burns during this forty
day period. Placed
next to the pulpit, it
symbolizes Christ as
the light of the world
being preached each
Sunday during the
Easter season as we
hear about the Risen
Jesus' ministry.
May the light of Christ
bring us illumination
as we celebrate the
Paschal Mystery: Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will
come again!
With every alleluia,

St. Paul’s Church
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† Sword Points
10th Anniversary

O

n Wednesday, April
22, 2009 at 12:57
pm, St. Paul’s
parishioners received an e-mail
from Fr. Andy Buchanan with
(No Subject) listed in the
subject line. It was the first
ever Sword Points. Who knew
at that time that 10 years later
parishioners would still be
looking forward to their
weekly online Sword Points
of St. Paul’s news.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Apr 25 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
Sat, Apr 27 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
9:00 am - Confirmation Class, Guild Room
9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall
Sun, Apr 28 Second Sunday of Easter
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
9:30 am - First Communion Class, Classroom
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Mon, Apr 29 St. Mark, the Evangelist
7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (YouTube Live)
Tue, Apr 30 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
7:30 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Wed, May 1 St. Philip and St. James, Apostles
10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook Live)
Thu, May 2 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
Sat, May 4 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Sun, May 5 Third Sunday of Easter
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
9:30 am - First Communion Class, Classroom
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
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† Hearing Is Believing!
Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me?”

W

by John Tuthill

- John 20:29 (ESV)

here does faith come from? In the reading of the gospel this Sunday (John
20:19-31), the Apostle Thomas goes way-beyond simply only a slight case of
"doubting." He flat-out emphatically and defiantly refuses to even begin to
believe that Jesus is risen from the grave. The fellow disciples all tell him, "We have seen
the Lord!", and Thomas has been best known ever since for his response; "Unless I see the
nail marks in His hands, AND put my finger where the nails were, AND put my hand into
His side, I will NOT believe it" (v. 26).
So, where does faith come from? Thomas has been told and he has heard the Good
News. Elsewhere in the Bible it says that "Faith comes by HEARING and hearing from the
Word of Christ" (Romans 10:17). What seems to be the problem? Re-reading this gospel
again and again, it begins to seem that Jesus'
question, "Have you believed because you have
seen me?" may be ... rhetorical? Perhaps the
whole point of Thomas being allowed to see and
invited to touch and put his hands into the wounds
of Christ's resurrected body is that the offer takes
place after hearing Jesus say, "Peace be with you!"
It was after hearing that Thomas was offered the
chance to do as he said he required to believe.
Seeing may not be believing, but hearing.
Mary also saw the Risen Lord outside the
tomb, but seeing she did not even recognize Him,
much less believe it was Jesus in front of her.
Only when He spoke and called her by name,
"Mary" (v. 20:16) did she even realize it was Jesus
at all. We are blessed indeed when Jesus calls us
and we receive His gift of faith. Once the gift is
received and through faith we receive grace and
forgiveness for all our sins (Ephesians 2:8-10), we
have the outrageous privilege to let others hear the
Good News by the power of hearing Christ's
Words. In 2 Timothy 2:25 Paul writes that those
still refusing to believe (as Thomas did) must be "gently correct(ed)" with God's Word "in
the hope that God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth."
Thomas was more than a "doubter," he was farther out and well beyond the boundary of
dictating seemingly impossible demands which he did not make in good faith. But by Jesus'
love, mercy and Amazing Grace, it was Thomas that made one of the greatest confessions of
faith in the Bible when he said this to the
Risen Jesus; "My Lord and my God!" (v.
20:28).
What a comfort and great peace to
understand that faith is a gift to receive and
to share, not a thing to be earned or to require
eloquence to effectively share. It is good for
anyone who would like faith to simply ask
the Lord for it because He freely will give to
all who will humble themselves to ask (Luke
11:9-12). Jesus Himself prayed for Peter's
faith to be strengthened (Luke 22:32) and
Jesus lives now praying for us! Jesus is the
"Author and the Perfecter of our
faith" (Hebrews 12:2).
Thanks be to God!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, April 29th

St. Mark, the Evangelist

A

disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the New Testament. If
all references to Mark can be accepted as referring to the same person, we learn
that he was the son of a woman who owned a house in Jerusalem, perhaps the same house
in which Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples. Mark may
have been the young man who fled naked when Jesus was arrested
in the Garden of Gethsemane. In his letter to the Colossians, Paul
refers to “Mark the cousin of Barnabas,” who was with him in his
imprisonment. Mark set out with Paul and Barnabas on their first
missionary journey, but he turned back for reasons which failed to
satisfy Paul (Acts 15:36–40). When another journey was planned,
Paul refused to have Mark with him. Instead, Mark went with
Barnabas to Cyprus. The breach between Paul and Mark was later
healed, and Mark became one of Paul’s companions in Rome, as
well as a close friend of Peter’s.
An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis in
Asia Minor at the beginning of the second century, names Mark as
the author of the Gospel bearing his name. This tradition, which
holds that Mark drew his information from the teaching of Peter, is
generally accepted. In his First Letter, Peter refers to “my son
Mark,” which shows a close relationship between the two men
(1Peter 5:13).
The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first
bishop and most illustrious martyr, and the great Church of St.
Mark in Venice commemorates the disciple who progressed from
turning back while on a missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas
to proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth as Son of God, and
bearing witness to that faith in his later life as friend and companion
to the apostles Peter and Paul.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Apr 28th 8 am
May 5th 8 am
May 12th 8 am

Durkin’s
10:30 am Susan Champagne
Polly Sorrentino 10:30 am Sandy Chadwick
Ann Allen
10:30 am Confirmation
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.
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† Miracle in Rwanda
An Inspiration true story of hope and forgiveness
Saturday afternoon, May 11
Theater Row, 410 West 42nd Street, NYC

Y

ou are invited to see a beautiful
one-woman play that tells the
amazing story of Immaculee Ilibagiza.
Miracle in Rwanda chronicles the dramatic
events of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda,
when extremist Hutu militia tribesmen
began a brutal, widespread effort to
exterminate all members of the
Tutsi ,minority tribe. The play powerfully
portrays Immaculee’s survival, her painful
struggle with her faith and her inner healing
through the forgiveness of her oppressors.
Tickets and transportation from the St.
Paul’s parking lot are free but limited.
If you are interested in seeing the play,
please contact Ray Ferro
(Ferrora@msn.com) to confirm your
tickets.
The play begins at 2:00pm. When the
shuttle is confirmed, a time will be
announced when it will leave the church
parking lot.
We will have an early dinner at one of
the restaurants near the theater before returning to Brookfield.

† Happy Birthday to You!

M

ike Chengeri celebrates tomorrow! Sunday is
the big day for Anastasia Connors. Throw a
party on Monday for Chuck Allen. Bake a cake for
Giesele Castronova on Tuesday. Have a blessed
day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.’”
(John 20:21)

P

eace - the first gift of the risen Lord. Just as Jesus sent the
apostles out into the world to share His peace and Good
News, so too, He sends His followers. As disciples of Jesus, we
are called to be grateful and generous. We should look for
opportunities to share His peace with our brothers and sisters not
only within our local parish boundaries, but outside of them as
well. In giving, you will receive the peace of Christ.
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† He Is Risen!
“But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him.” Mark 16:6

by Steve Hemming

I

t was our Heavenly Father who raised His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality and
power and might and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that which is to
come. (Ephesians 1:20-21). And God,
who is rich in mercy, because of His
great love with which He loved us,
even when we were dead in trespasses,
made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), and raised
us up together, and made us sit
together in
the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:4-6).
We read in Colossians 3:1-4; “If then you were raised with
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is,
sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above,
not on things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ who is our life appears, then
you also will appear with Him in glory.”
This Easter season, as we rejoice in our risen Lord, may we
remember the words He spoke; “I am the resurrection and the
life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.
And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”
(John 11:25-26) Amen.

Photo of the tomb
of Jesus Christ The Garden
Tomb, Jerusalem,
Israel taken on
April 2, 2014 on
our Holy Land
Pilgrimage.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers
and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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† The Lord Has Acted
Acts 5:27-32 • Psalm 118:14-29 • Ps. 150 • Revelation 1:4-8 • John 20:19-31

T

he people killed Jesus “by hanging him on a tree.” They stood and watched; they
reviled him, and so they reviled their nature, their humanity, their dignity. The
brutal death of Jesus inflicted a wound also in the hearts of those who conspired
against him, who betrayed him, and who watched for the sick pleasure of seeing a dying
man writhe upon a wooden beam.
Old black-and-white photos show their faces: men, women, and children who went out
to witness a public lynching. However good people may be at times, it is hard to dismiss the
gravity of sin, the sheer allure of evil. People do not merely commit evil;
they enjoy it. Jesus’ death was a day’s
entertainment for depraved human souls.
It is still happening.
What is wrong with human beings?
“We have no power in ourselves to help
ourselves,” the Collect for the Third Sunday in Lent
says. Left to our own devices, we are lost. Even our best
intentions and our evident virtues, whatever they may be, are
tainted. But God has exalted the one who was crucified to offer
repentance and forgiveness and to give us the witness and presence
of the Holy Spirit.
God in Christ has undergone the worst of human evil and yet
stood firm in the divine desire to forgive sinners and call into
being a new humanity (Acts 5:31-32). The life of Jesus Christ is
our life; he has rewritten the human story, transforming every
phase and moment so that we might be, in union with him, sons
and daughters of God. We are in Christ, with Christ, living from
and by Christ.
“On this day the Lord has acted” (1979 BCP, p. 762). God has
acted in freeing his people from bondage, in leading them through
the Red Sea on dry land, in giving them food from heaven and water
from a dry rock, in leading them across the Jordan River into the
Promised Land and dispersing them according to the number of their
tribes and families.
God has acted in sending his Son to teach us, to heal us, to forgive us,
to give us new and eternal life through him. God has acted. John
Fisher, the esteemed 16th-century English Catholic, wrote this in his
commentary on Psalm 101: “All these things are most certain
indications of God’s great love and beneficence toward us; they are not
arguments (non argumenta sed indicia).” God is not a disputation.
Jesus is not arguing; he is commanding in the power of his divine being. He speaks to
our doubt not with a limping and lifeless empathy. No. He speaks in all love and with all
power in a series of imperatives. “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your
hand and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing” (John 20:27). Jesus
commands faith into being, and in that moment the life of Christ becomes the life of a
disciple.
Speaking of our time, Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
believe” (John 20:29b). And yet even we have a kind of seeing and touching that is no less
real than during Jesus’ earthly ministry. “Put out your hand, take my body broken for you,
eat it and know that I live in you forevermore. Drink the cup of my shed blood for the life
of the world. Touch the world and your neighbor as if touching me.”
Jesus is his own sign of the resurrection.
Look It Up
Read Psalm 118:27-29.
Think About It
Exult and give thanks.
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- from The Living Church, 2016

H

ow often are we like Thomas the doubter? What does
it take for us to say, “My Lord and my God”? Part of a
good follower’s life is consciously taking time to read the stories
in scripture, to be part of a faith community, and through
prayer, to create a one on one relationship with our Savior.
Hopefully, then, we will be thankful to call ourselves part of the
faithful who “have not seen and yet believe.”

† A Talk on “The Soulfulness of the Bible” on May 10

T

he Bible is a wondrous book, and one
of the great wonders of the Bible is its
deep soulfulness.
From the story of creation, to Abraham
and Sarah, to David and the Psalms, to the
promises in the prophets, to the life of
Christ, the New Testament epistles, and
finally Revelation with its New Jerusalem,
the Bible is chock-full of things that bring joy and refreshment
to the soul.
Join us May 10 at 7:30 pm in Crocker Hall as Jay Trott
discusses some of the most soulful things about the Bible and
explains why it is the most soulful book ever written. Jay will
be talking about s few of our most beloved passages but also
some less familiar ones, so be sure to come!
Jay is the author of The Most Soulful Book. He is an
experienced speaker, having preached in many churches across
the state and also having been the spokesman for the National
Experiment, a Guideposts-supported small group movement.
7:00 pm Coffee and fellowship; 7:30 Presentation
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Follow David’s
fifth expedition to
Africa and fourth
trip to East Africa
as he conducts
field research with
Columbia and
Princeton
University. He is
based at Mpala
Research Centre
in Nanyuki,
Kenya.
Click here for
more pictures and
blog.

David Shepley’s Kenya Blog

T

† Beach Day at Lake Turkana and the
Hemingwayesque Eliye Springs Resort

urkana is a land of extremes. On one hand, you have Kenya’s hottest region,
exhibiting desert temperatures similar to what you might experience in South
Sudan or Somalia which sit to the north. The land is void of vegetation as heat
and drought ravage the potential for greenery. On the other hand, you have the world’s
largest desert lake, Lake Turkana, which defines the basin as much as the aridity and lifeless
landscapes do. We were granted permission to travel to the lake on our day off. After four
days in desert which had coated us in dust, inflicted sun burns, and held us at the mercy of
our meager rations, we were ecstatic at the idea of swimming in refreshing waters and
enjoying a beachside meal and beer.
To get there, we first had to cross a shallow river that cut through TBI,
which initially involved wading through muck defined by animal feces and
algae. However, after ten meters, the muck gave way to a flowing channel
about a meter deep. This barrier then opened us up to soft, sandy ground
separating us from the dirtiness of the river’s immediate edge. After
wading through cool, clean streams for about 50m, we made it to the
other side. Staring into the palm grove set on white sands of the rivers
edge could have convinced anyone that they were looking into the forest
of a remote island. Yet, we were still miles from the lake and this brief
oasis was merely a pocket of respite within the scorching desert. After
another five minutes, we found our lory sitting on a dune ready to take
us the rest of the way – about an hour’s drive. As we neared the lake’s
edge, the empty, sandy landscape gave way to palms once again, increasing in
density
as we drew closer. The sand grew paler and paler
until it was once again
bleach white.
As our lory shuttered to a
halt outside a tiki hut
compound bearing a carved
sign displaying “Eliye Springs
Resort” two jet skis caught my
eye. I felt overcome with
confusion as if I had just
been
transported out of the
pastoralist desert to a tropical beach.
(Continued on page 11)
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Tomato Fi

(Continued from page 10)

Hemingwayesque Beach Day

Just minutes ago, the landscape bore thatched hut bomas, herds of goats tended by shepherds
and few acacia dotting the orange, sandy landscape. Now, it appeared as if we were
hundreds of miles to the east, perhaps on the Kenyan coast. As we disembarked and made
our way into the resort, bright red and blue painted walls bearing shelves of tattered books,
couches, and a dining area met my gaze. To my surprise, a full bar appeared. Were we in
Turkana or a watering hole in Diani beach? Needless to say, my first action was to help
myself to a cold Guinness – who would’ve thought beer could be cold let alone a Guinness
at this shanty resort on the edge of Lake Turkana?
To complete the picture of the absurdity of this hole-in-the-desert resort, an old swiss
man emerged from an office, tobacco pipe in mouth, shirtless, and bearing the largest
mustache I’ve seen. His skin was worn by the sun and his bushy mustache and salt and
pepper hair suggested that he had come here long ago, during another time, and that perhaps
he had never left that era. As the title of this post says, my immediate feeling was that I had
stepped into Hemingway’s world.
For the next three hours, we played in the lake which appeared more like an ocean with
its blue waters stretching into the horizon and miles of palm-lined, white sand beaches.
About 100 m to our left, a group of naked African children frolicked in the water, reminding
me where we still were.
For lunch we ate fried lake fish – a choice of Tilapia or Nile perch – with chips and
salad. The fish was pretty good, though heavily fried. I had a couple more cold beers.
On our way out of the water several hours later, I spotted Hemingway swimming with a
young African woman. Later, I saw them constructing a new sign for the beach-side bar,
using glue and sand to meticulously craft a creative and appealing sign. I wondered if the
effort put into making the sign was worth it given the remoteness of this isolated “resort.”
Although, I recalled spotting some signs for bikini contests on the beach back in the bar,
featuring scantily clad, Kenyan women. I began to see into Hemingway…though a great
deal of mystery and unexplained backstory remained hidden.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Cupolas of the Church of the Deposition of the Robe, Moscow
1484
Masters of Pskov

I

n the first chapter of Revelation, the author writes of the "seven churches of Asia." Covering
vast stretches of the world, "Asia" today encompasses many Christian church traditions across
time. This
beautiful
church, on
Cathedral
Square in
the
Kremlin in
Moscow,
has a name
unusual to
western
Christians.
It honors
Mary, the
mother of
Jesus,
marking a
miraculous
act
performed
by her
robe in
860.

Join Us to Celebrate First Communion
Sunday, May 19th!
All are invited to celebrate with the four students who will receive
First Communion during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 19th.
Please come support their hard work and commitment as they take this
new step in their faith. You are invited to join the students and their
families downstairs in Crocker Hall following the service for a reception
in their honor. We hope to see you there!
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This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, May 1st

Saint Philip and Saint James, Apostles

T

he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those about whom little is
known, except for their mention in the Gospels. James the Less is so called to
distinguish him from James the son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or
perhaps to indicate youth or lack of stature. He is known to us from the list of the Twelve,
where he is called James the son of Alpheus. He may also be the person referred to in
Mark’s Gospel as James the younger, who, with his mother Mary and the other women,
watched the crucifixion from a distance.
hilip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s
Gospel. There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.
Philip, in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus, the
Messiah. Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip, “How are we to buy
bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:5). Philip’s
practical response, “Two hundred denarii would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John
6:7), was the prelude to the feeding of the
multitude with the loaves and fishes. In a later
incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks
came to Philip asking to see Jesus. At the
Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord,
show us the Father, and we shall be
satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have
I been with you so long, and yet you
do not know me, Philip? He who has
seen me has seen the Father” (John
14:8, 9).

P

Mothers Day Memorials

M

other’s Day is May 12th. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the
altar in loving memory of a mother, please make your check
payable to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be
remembered on the memo line. All memorials are due by Sunday,
May 5th. Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203
775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com. All women
worshipping with us on Mother’s Day will receive a flower.

† You Can Help

T

he second Saturday of each month a group from St. Paul’s
volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing Pantry on Spring
Street in Danbury. Please consider signing up by emailing Laurie
DoBosh ldobosh@tcco.com. The pantry is also looking for
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for the clients
to put their food in. We are also looking for coloring books and
crayons for the children who come with their parents to the
pantry (gently used is accepted) and travel size toiletries you
usually find at hotels are also needed. Please place donations in
Crocker Hall bin marked Jericho (left hand brown bin).
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a card
from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that request
for one week. How comforting to know that your request is being
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might
just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!

14

† New Members Half-Day Retreat with Fr. Joe

I

nterested in becoming a member of St. Paul's? Or if you just want to
come to find out more about our church, please join us in the Guild
Room from 9 am-noon on Saturday, April 27th. Preparation for
Confirmation/Reception for the Bishop's visit on May 12th will be
offered. Please contact Beth Miller in the church office to register at
bethmiller.stpaul@gmail.com.

† Confirmation at Saint Paul’s

C

onfirmation will take place on Sunday,
May 12th during the 10:30 service. Father
Joe will host a prep retreat for all those
interested (eighth grade and above!) in being
confirmed on Saturday, April 27th from 9 am 12 noon. Please email Nicole at
nmoconnors@gmail.com for more information.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study in their weekly study is slowly and
methodically dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the
Ephesians. They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.
All the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel.

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is
growing. Check it out in person or watch
the homily each week on Facebook
15

W

hich Apostle spoke to the
Sanhedrin and said: "We
must obey God rather than men!"
a) Peter b) James c) John
Acts 5:29 NIV

T

† Follow Us Live
he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship
services and join in our various events. However, there are still times
when you might be unable to partake because of weather or
illness. Many of our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students
away at college, parishioners on vacation and former members
who have moved away. Why not introduce it to your friends
who may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?
The services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button or tab on our website for more

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence
in church. At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to
serve in this important ministry. If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen

Hyena Den

“G

od sent me,” says Jesus. “Now, I’m sending
you.” As those entrusted to take care of the
story of our faith, we need to find ways of sharing this
story with others with whom we come into contact.
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† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign

T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins this Sunday,
May 5th. Amy Spallino, Hopeline Center Director of
the Danbury office, will give an overview of the mission of
Hopeline during the “Mission Minute “ at both services.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women
during unplanned pregnancies. In addition to material
assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs,
clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers
counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly
pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.
They offer post-abortion counseling to women of
any age.
St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change
for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser. There are baby bottles
at the back of the church and in Crocker Hall that we ask you
to please fill with your loose change and bills and return
them on June 9th. Please Note: Checks should be made out
to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line.
For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie
Wanzer.

Safe Church Training
Any member of St. Paul’s, who serves in a ministry within the church is
required to attend Safe Church Training. All staff are also required to attend.
Sunday School Volunteers. Vestry Members. Any ministry where you will
be in contact with another individual either alone or with others, anticipated
or not.
If you have not attended a training as of yet, please contact Dorothy
Crocker at Dotsy12@charter.net or call 860-355-5672. Click here for more
info.

How long was it after Jesus first appeared to the
disciples that he appeared to them again?
a) 3 days b) 1 week c) 40 days
John 20:26 NIV

Interested in Reading
a Free Book?

J

ay Trott has a book called
The Most Soulful Book,
which is all about the
soulfulness of the Bible.
He would be happy to
provide a free reader's copy to
anyone who might be willing
to write an Amazon review.
If you're interested, you
can talk to him at church or
email him at jayatrott@gmail.com.
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Northwest Region Choral Evensong
Consider joining the Northwest Parish Musicians for a candlelit choral Evensong on
Sunday, June 2 from 7:30-8:30 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington. If you
would like to sing in the choir for this service, please email Jerry Davidson at
jfd112@gmail.com.
The next Northwest Parish Musicians Luncheon will be on Sunday, June 30 from 13 pm and will likely be hosted by St. John's in Waterbury. Please bring your
calendars to this gathering, as we will look at the 2019-2020 program year to lay a
foundation for collaborative musical events in the Northwest Region.
Finally, click here to check out ECCT's blog post, "Meet Jerry Davidson: Never
mess with the Holy Spirit." A quote from the interview:
Singing hymns together, for Jerry, is beyond just a pleasant communal
experience – it is one of the main threads that connects us to our ancestors.
“It is with the community of saints [that we sing],” Jerry said.
The choir is not the performers and the congregation its audience.
"We are the performers, God is the audience.”

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically
from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on
the “Give Now” button at the top left of the
first page. Click on the “Create Profile” button to
create your unique on line profile. After you
have created your profile, follow the on line
instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact
Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† It’s Time for
Another Trip

Get your passports ready.

Join Fr. Joe this year as we
are going to England and
Scotland (with an optional
Ireland extension) and we’ll
explore our Anglican roots
and the beginnings of the
Episcopal Church. We’ll
see all the top sites in
London, Stonehenge,
Oxford, Cambridge,
Canterbury and York before
heading to Edinburgh and
Aberdeen, Scotland. This
trip is loaded with extras.
Pick up a brochure at coffee
hour this week or click here.

† Westminster Abbey

O

n our first day in England we’ll visit Westminster Abbey,
the London church that is the site of coronations and
other ceremonies of national significance. It stands just west of
the Houses of Parliament in the Greater London borough of
Westminster. Situated on the grounds of a former Benedictine
monastery, it was refounded as the Collegiate Church of St. Peter
in Westminster by Queen Elizabeth I in 1560. In 1987
Westminster Abbey, St. Margaret’s Church, and the Houses of
Parliament were collectively designated a UNESCO World
Heritage site.
Since William the Conqueror, every British sovereign has
been crowned in the abbey except Edward V and Edward VIII,
neither of whom was crowned. Additionally, Westminster Abbey has a long tradition of
royal weddings, beginning with Henry I’s marriage to Matilda of Scotland in 1100. The
only other reigning monarch to be wed in the abbey was Richard II, who married Anne of
Bohemia in 1382. The abbey was the venue for the wedding of Prince
William and Catherine Middleton in 2011.
Many kings and queens are buried near the shrine of Edward the
Confessor or in Henry VII’s chapel. The last sovereign to be buried in
the abbey was George II (died 1760); since then they have been buried at
Windsor Castle. The abbey is crowded with the tombs and memorials of
famous British subjects, such as Sir Isaac Newton, David Livingstone,
and Ernest Rutherford. Part of the south transept is well known as Poets’
Corner and includes the tombs of Geoffrey Chaucer, Ben Jonson (who
was buried upright), John Dryden, Robert Browning, and many others.
The north transept has many memorials to British statesmen. The grave
of the “Unknown Warrior,” whose remains were brought from Flanders (Belgium) in 1920,
is in the center of the nave near the west door.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Called and Empowered
Acts 5:27-32
n our lesson from the Book of Acts the apostles are brought before the council
of religious authorities in Jerusalem and again commanded to cease teaching in
the name of Jesus. Peter and the apostles claim a higher authority, and proclaim that
the executed Jesus is their exalted Leader and Savior, offering forgiveness
to Israel. The apostles and the Holy Spirit must bear witness to Jesus.
John 20:19-31
Psalm 118:14-29
A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation
John doesn't care what we
and deliverance from death.
see with our eyeballs. He
Revelation 1:4-8
In this lesson John the Seer addresses seven representative churches
wants us to SEE with our
in Asia Minor with a hymn of praise to Christ, the first born from the
inner eye who Jesus really is.
dead and now ruler of all. The resurrected Jesus frees disciples from
That is why he has written
their sins and makes them a kingdom of priests serving his God and
Father, the One who is and was and is to come.
these signs for us. That in
John 20:19-31
SEEing, we might believe;
Our gospel presents two appearances of the risen Lord to his
and in believing, we might
disciples. The first takes place on the very evening of the day of his
resurrection. The disciples are gathered in fear, but Jesus brings them
have the life that is in Jesus.
peace, gives them their mission, and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. A
week later, Thomas, who had been absent when Jesus first appeared and
who doubted his resurrection, now knows Jesus by his wounds and worships him as
his Lord and God. Future disciples will not have Jesus’ physical presence, but they
will be
blessed
in
their
belief.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

T

he Power of Love over the Love of Power.
To replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check
out our Sermon Archives as well.
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May Lay Schedule
Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!

May 5th

May 19th

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Alex Naradzay
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Acts 9:1-20 Lyndon Thomas
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 30 Revelation 5:11-14

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Acts 11:1-18 Lyndon Thomas
Intercessor: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Cheryl Mitchell
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 148 Revelation 21:1-6

10:30 AM
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh / Vito Barbieri
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Larry Creagh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 11:1-18 Ray Ferro
Lector: Acts 9:1-20 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Intercessor: Vito Barbieri
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Let us pray… Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 148 Revelation
Psalm 30 Revelation 5:11-14
I had it all 21:1-6
...for John
This will end
the way
up in Sword

May 12th

Points

May 26th
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen / Kathy DeSanti
Acolyte: Chrsitopher Goodman
Lector: Acts 9:36-43 Pam Szen
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: Cheryl Mitchell
Psalm 23 Revelation 7:9-17

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Acts 16:9-15 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Mike Kirner
Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Dorothy Pepin
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Acts 9:36-43 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Larry Creagh
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Psalm 23 Revelation 7:9-17

10:30 AM
Welcoming: Larry Creagh / Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Acts 16:9-15 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Ray Ferro
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 67 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your
sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1 St. Philip &
2
St. James 5:45 pm
10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

Fri

Sat

3

4

PraiseKicks

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:00 pm Mission
Committee

7:30 am John 21:12

Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks

7:30 pm Property
Committee

10:00 am PraiseMoves

7:30 pm Music Night

5 3 Easter

6

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
9:30 am 1st Communion
Class
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

10:00 am Christian

Caring

7:00 pm Stephen

Ministry
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7

8

9

10

11

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:00 pm Author’s
Evening with Jay Trott

7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

5:45 pm PraiseKicks
7:30 pm Boy Scouts

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

7:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

Group

9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
10:00 am Jericho Food
Pantry

12 4 Easter

13

14

15

16

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion &
Confirmation
12:00 pm Vestry Lunch
w/Bishop Ahrens
2:00 pm NW Region
Leadership Team Meeting

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

19 5 Easter

20

21

22

23

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion /
First Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

5:45 pm Boot Camp

17

18
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Group

9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves

5:45 pm Boot Camp
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25
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

7:30 am John 21:12

7:30 pm Boy Scouts

Group

9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

26 6 Easter
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion
1:00 pm Memorial Day
Outreach

27 Memorial Day

28

29

30 Ascension

9:15 am Ladies Bible
Study

10:00 am Holy
Communion
& Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

5:45 pm Boot Camp

Day

31 The Visitation
of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

7:30 pm Boy Scouts
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok, Joe Hock and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....St. Andrew’s, Milford; St. Peter’s, Milford; Trinity,
Milton.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Parishes in transition, transition teams, and interim
clergy.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan,
Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, Peter, and Jenna
Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Korea (South Korea); the people of Kiribati; The
Most Revd Nathaniel Makoto Uematsu - Primate of The Nippon Sei Ko Kai &
Bishop of Hokkaido; and our sister and brother members of the National Baptist
Convention of America, Inc.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN
peacekeeping service.
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections
for the month of May .
.....Two Steps Downtown Grille, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....Birthdays.
.....That we look for opportunities to share God’s peace inside and outside of our parish
boundaries.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot.
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor. Pray also for her parents, Patricia and
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

PB Easter MEssage
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The Devil's Easter Press
Conference Video
Hell's most respected journalists
have a few questions for Satan after
his crushing loss to Jesus on Easter
Sunday. Satan is not happy about
answering them.
(Apologies to all our New England
Patriot fan readers)

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know … that Neil Armstrong was actually asked to fill out immigration papers when he returned to Earth
from his trip to the moon?

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the
yeast of these, you did for me!”

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth
Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
John Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.
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