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† Empowered by the Spirit
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through
the laying on of my hands.
2 Timothy 1:6

Dear Friends,

T

his Sunday during our 10:30 am service, fifteen of our sisters and brothers in Christ will
be Confirmed and Received into the church. The Bishop will be present to officiate and
offer the laying on of hands as part of this sacred Rite going back to the time of the apostles.
Our Bishop will pray over each individual that God's fatherly care will be over them, for the
Holy Spirit to lead them in knowledge and obedience to God's Word, and that they will serve
God in this life and in the life to come.
As we witness these individuals confirming in their hearts and before us all that which
occurred long before in their Baptisms, and being newly empowered by the Spirit, we will all
be strengthened in our shared mission as the church. And by faith, as together we go, so shall
we grow.
Faithfully,

† Is He Your Shepherd?
"My sheep hear my voice.
I know them, and they follow me.”

by John Tuthill

Jesus - John 10:27 (ESV)

"G

ood Shepherd Sunday" is this week! In the gospel reading this week (John 10:22
-30) Jesus has an answer for the unbelieving religious leaders who challenge
Him once again. He tells them that they do not believe that He is their promised Savior
because they are not His sheep
(v. 26). As Jesus simply says,
"My sheep hear my voice. I
know them and they follow
me." The assigned gospel
reading changes from year to
year on this Forth Sunday of
Easter. But every year on
"Good Shepherd" Sunday we
have another reading assigned
that is arguably the single most
familiar and most-loved
passage in all of the Bible: the
23rd Psalm. Christians in every
denomination around the world
and through the centuries, as
well as Jewish Orthodox and
Reformed, all have known and
have loved this particular Psalm. It is only six short verses which begin this way: "The Lord
is my Shepherd..." The opening has been called "sublimely simple while also simply
sublime." It is only one example among so many to be discovered throughout God's "living
and active" Word, the Bible. We know God's Word packs a power and a beauty like no
other.
King David is the inspired author of the 23rd Psalm, it is widely agreed. Some few
commentators seem to wonder if David perhaps wrote this while he was still out in the
pasture when he was a young shepherd boy and future King. But more commentators seem
to believe the David, the old king, wrote this from a much later vantage point in life, as he
was looking back from nearer to the end of his not-always-pure career. From that point,
David could marvel so much more at God's faithfulness to him, a sinner as we all are.
David points to the Lord for us and calls Him, "my Shepherd." How perfect! When we are
graced to realize and to recognize Jesus is the "Good Shepherd," exactly as He called
Himself (John 10:11), it is the greatest of all blessings. We can be His. We do hear His
voice. By His grace,
we do follow Him.
"The Lord is MY
Shepherd..."!
Thanks be to God!
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† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, May 9 - 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Fri, May 10 - 7:00 pm
Sat, May 11 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
Sun, May 12 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Author’s Night w/Jay Trott, Crocker Hall (YouTube Live)
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury
Glenys Stein Interment
Miracle in Rwanda, NYC

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Confirmation & Contemporary Holy Communion

Mon, May 13 - 7:00 pm
Tue, May 14 - 9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Wed, May 15 - 9:15 am
10:00 am
Thu, May 16 - 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Sat, May 18 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
11:00 am
Sun, May 19 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (YouTube Live)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall
Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook Live)
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Lorraine Estok Interment

-

2:30 pm

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Holy Baptism / Contemporary Holy Communion &
First Communion (YouTube Live)
Sullinger Wedding

(YouTube Live)
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† Miracle in Rwanda
An Inspiration true story of hope and forgiveness
Saturday afternoon, May 11
Theater Row, 410 West 42nd Street, NYC

Y

ou are invited to see a beautiful
one-woman play that tells the
amazing story of Immaculee Ilibagiza.
Miracle in Rwanda chronicles the dramatic
events of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda,
when extremist Hutu militia tribesmen
began a brutal, widespread effort to
exterminate all members of the
Tutsi ,minority tribe. The play powerfully
portrays Immaculee’s survival, her painful
struggle with her faith and her inner healing
through the forgiveness of her oppressors.
Tickets and transportation from the St.
Paul’s parking lot are free but limited.
If you are interested in seeing the play,
please contact Ray Ferro
(Ferrora@msn.com) to confirm your
tickets.
The play begins at 2:00pm. When the
shuttle is confirmed, a time will be
announced when it will leave the church
parking lot.
We will have an early dinner at one of
the restaurants near the theater before returning to Brookfield.

† Happy Birthday to You!

K

aeden O’Connors celebrates today! Friday is the big day for Wendy
Cavagna. Steve Hemming is a year older and wiser on Saturday. Tim
Tilford will be blowing out candles on Sunday. Throw a party on Monday
for Ryan Friedly. Tuesday, Juliet Barbieri will be opening presents. Bake
a cake on Wednesday for David Hock, Jack Powell & Pam Koniecki.
Have a blessed day everyone!

† Transforming Stewardship
“The disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.”
Acts 13:52

B

ecause the disciples heard Our Lord’s call, they were
able to spread the Gospel message with strength and
vitality. We can experience that same joy if we take time to
open our hearts, listen to God, ask for His direction and
allow the Holy Spirit to guide our lives and our decisions.
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† Saints of God
Thursday, May 9th

Gregory of Nazianzus

G

Bishop of Constantinople, 389

regory of Nazianzus, one of the Cappadocian Fathers, loved God,
the art of letters, and the human race - in that order. He was born
about 330 in Nazianzus in Cappadocia (now Turkey), the son of a
local bishop. He studied rhetoric in Athens with his friend Basil of Caesarea,
and Julian, later to be the apostate emperor.
Gregory, together with Basil, compiled an anthology of Origen’s works,
The Philokalia. Two years later, he returned to his home, a town then rent by
heresies and schism. His defense of his father’s orthodoxy in the face of a
violent mob brought peace to the town and prominence to Gregory.
In 361, against his will, Gregory was ordained presbyter, and settled down to live an
austere, priestly life. He was not to have peace for long. Basil, in his fight against the Arian
Emperor Valens, compelled Gregory to become Bishop of Sasima. According to Gregory,
it was “a detestable little place without water or grass or any mark of civilization.” He felt,
he said, like “a bone flung to the dogs.” His friendship with Basil suffered a severe break.
Deaths in his family, and that of his estranged friend Basil, brought Gregory himself to
the point of death. He withdrew for healing. In 379, Gregory moved to Constantinople, a
new man and no longer in despair. He appeared as one afire with the love of God. His
fame as a theologian rests on five sermons he delivered during this period on the doctrine of
the Trinity. They are marked by clarity, strength, and a charming gaiety.
The next year, the new Emperor Theodosius entered Constantinople, and expelled its
Arian bishop and clergy. Then, on a rainy day, the crowds in the Great Church of Hagia
Sophia acclaimed Gregory bishop, after a ray of sunlight suddenly shone on him.
Power and position meant nothing to Gregory. After the Ecumenical Council of 381, he
retired to Nazianzus where he died in 389. Among the Fathers of the Church, he alone is
known as “The Divine,” “The Theologian.”

† New St. Paul’s Playgroup Forming!
You Are Invited!
Every Wednesday at 9:15 am
Place: Kids Kingdom Playground
100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield
(Municipal park with the 3 big horses)
Ages: Preschool with parent/adult
Days: Wednesdays, beginning May 15th
Time: from 9:15-10:45
Come, make new friends and enjoy the
beautiful outdoors! A free ministry of St.
Paul’s Church Brookfield. Grandmas and
friends welcome too.
Join the group on our Facebook Page:
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup
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† Naming
Acts 9:36-43 • Psalm 23 • Revelation 7:9-17 • John 10:22-30

“A

In Bethlehem
today, the sheep
graze on tiny
patches of grass
even on the top of
cliffs and need
constant watching.

fter this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried
out in a loud voice, saying, ‘salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to
the Lamb’ ” (Rev. 7:9- 17). The lamb before the throne is the one whose name is above
every other name. Looking out over a great multitude, the lamb sees not only all tribes and
peoples and languages, but every face to which is assigned, by providence, a name. No
mortal being can count the number before the throne and the lamb, but God’s accounting is
perfect and his naming is irrevocable.
Changing metaphors: “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father” (John 10:14-15). The shared knowledge
of the Father and the Son is the love that once moved over the face of the waters. This love
was everything before there was anything. Begetting, begotten, and shared love pulse in the
blackness of what may seem to be nothing. This love comes to humanity in Christ. “My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and
they follow me. I give them eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will
snatch them out of my hand. … The
Father and I are one” (John 10:27-30).
The Father and the Son are one in One
Love. Jesus knows us and we know him
in this love.
Gregory the Great offers this: “See if
you are his sheep, see if you know him;
see if you know the light of truth. You
know, I say, not through faith, but through
love, not by conviction, but by
action” (Homilies on the Gospels14:3-6).
Love works in this way. Love gives
and returns and shares in endless
exchange. Love has a voice and love
gives a name. A story will help. “Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was
Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. At
that time she became ill and died” (Acts 9:36-37). Peter, acting in persona Christi,
addressed her by name. “Tabitha, get up” (Acts 9:40). Even his actions are in Christ. “He
gave her his hand and helped her up” (Acts 9:41). Receiving the hand of Peter, she received
the hand of Christ, who then handed her to a Father from whose protection she could not
fall. “No one will snatch [her] out of the Father’s hand” (John 10:29). She is presented
alive in the life of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Her new life is much more than resuscitation. She is alive in the love that holds all
things in being, for the Father has given everything to the Son. She is named in love, as are
all things. “He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names” (Ps.
147:4). The love given to her is the same love that gives life and being to creation from
moment to moment.
On the deathbed of our sin, weighed down by a burden of guilt and shame, we wait and
languish. Jesus comes and speaks each and every name, and reaches with the strong hand of
his grace, pulling us up from death to life, life everlasting, life evermore. He brings us to
singing and blessing and wisdom and honor and thanksgiving forever and ever.
Look It Up
Read John 10:29.
Think About It
Whatever the Father has given me” is “All that the Father has he gives to me.”
- from The Living Church, 2019
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† Believe What God Says About You
“The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I have loved you with an
everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.’ ”
Jeremiah 31:3

A

by Steve Hemming

ll throughout the Bible, God our Father speaks words of love and blessings to
you and me. Then why is it that we are seemingly more inclined to believe the
lies of the enemy, and criticisms from man, rather than believe and receive the
loving words that God regularly speaks to us?
As His children, our Heavenly Father sets before us life and death, blessings and curses,
and we must make a choice, to choose one or the other. And it is God’s inherent desire for
us to choose life, obey His voice, and hold fast to Him. 1 The thief, Satan, the enemy of our
soul, only desires to steal from us, kill us, and destroy our lives. Whereas Jesus our Lord
came to us that we may have life, and have it more abundantly. 2
Since we have the mind of Christ,3 God has given us the ability to discern whether the
words that are spoken to us or thoughts that may come into our consciousness, are intended
for life or for death. Because we can distinguish the difference between the two, we can
accept and receive words of life into our spirit, and we will reject words of death, cast down
anything that sets itself against the knowledge of God, and bring those words and thoughts
into captivity, to the
obedience of Christ.4
Recently, I witnessed God
heal someone by enabling her
to believe the words He spoke
to her through an anointed
song we were led to play
during prayer time. As she
listened to the lyrics of
Lauren Daigle’s song, “You
Say” (click-on title to listen),
tears freely flowed, and we
were all deeply touched.
Jesus said during His earthly ministry; “If you can believe, all things are possible to him
who believes.” 5 It is my prayer that you will believe and receive this small sampling of
God’s love, from His word:
“I am the Lord who heals you.” 6
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of
good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 7
“How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O
God! How great is the sum of them! If I should
count them, they would be more in number than the
sand; When I awake, I am still with You.” 8
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called
you by your name; You are Mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow you. When you
walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor
shall the flame scorch you.” 9
"I, even I, am the one who wipes out your
transgressions for My own sake, and I will not
remember your sins.” 10
“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, to
(Continued on page 8)
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Believe What God Says About You

(Continued from page 7)

give you a future and a hope.” 11
“I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all
your filthiness and from all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit
within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I
will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My
judgments and do them.” 12
“Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down
one’s life for his friends.” 13
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is
made perfect in weakness.” 14
“I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 15
“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and
by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their
lives to the death.” 16
May we wholly believe all that God says about us, and receive His vast love and let it
develop strong roots, deep within our hearts. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
1
2
3
4
5

Deuteronomy 30:19-20
John 10:10
1 Corinthians 2:16
2 Corinthians 10:5
Mark 9:23
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11

7

12

Exodus 15:36
Joshua 1:9
8
Psalm 139:17-18
9
Isaiah 43:1-2
10
Isaiah 43:25

Jeremiah 29:11
Ezekiel 36:25-27
13
John 15:13
14
2 Corinthians 12:9
15
Hebrews 13:5

16

Revelation 12:11

A Joyful Sound: A
celebration of
local musical
talent to
benefit the
Bethel
Community Food Pantry
Saturday, May 4, 2019
Lift your voice for the Bethel Community
Food Pantry! Individuals and groups of all ages
-- singers and instrumentalists -- will be
performing at St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 95
Greenwood Avenue, Bethel.
ALL proceeds from this event will go to the
Bethel Community Food Pantry. Cash and
checks (payable to Bethel Community Food
Pantry) will be collected on the day of the
event.
St. Paul's own Sandy Chaleski, Sandy
Chadwick, Kathy Whipple and Tony Arcamone
will be performing at this event between 11:30
am and 12 noon. Please come and help to
support this important ministry.
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† So, Why Did Jesus Change Saul’s Name to Paul?

H

e didn't. Many mistakenly assume the Lord changed Saul's name to Paul sometime
after Saul converted from Judaism to Christianity, which happened during his
encounter with Christ on the Road to Damascus (Acts 9:1-19). Unlike the instance of Jesus
changing Simon's name to Kepha (Gk. Petros) as a way of signifying the special role he
would play in the Church (Mt 16:18, Jn 1:41-42), in Paul's case there was no name change.
Saul of Tarsus was born a Jew, "circumcised on the eight day, of the race of Israel, or the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrew parentage, in observance of the law a
Pharisee" (Phil 3:5). The Hebrew name given him by his parents was Saul, but, because his
father was a Roman citizen (and therefore Saul inherited Roman citizenship), Saul also had
the Latin name Paul (Acts 16:37, 22:25-28), the custom of dual names being common in
those days. Since he grew up in a strict Pharisee environment, the name Saul was by far the
more appropriate name to go by. But after his conversion Saul determined to bring the
gospel to the Gentiles, so he dusted off his Roman name and became known as Paul, a name
Gentiles were accustomed to.
Adopting his Roman name was typical of Paul's missionary style.
His method was to put people at their ease and to approach them with
his message in a language and style they could relate to. We should
take a cue from Paul as we engage in apologetics work. No, we don't
need to adopt new names, but we should accommodate ourselves to our
audiences (and that means audiences as small as one person). We want
to speak to people in their own styles, so far as we can, and we want to
address their particular concerns. We don't want to raise people's
hackles before we even have a chance to raise issues.
As Paul explained,
Although I am free in regard to all, I have made myself a slave to
all so as to win over as many as possible. To the Jews I became a Jew
to win over Jews; to those under the law I became like one under the
law - though I myself am not under the law - to win over those under
the law. To those outside the law I became like one outside the law.
To the weak I became weak to win over the weak. I have become all
things to all, to save at least some. All this I do for the sake of the gospel, so that I too may
have a share in it. (1 Cor 9:19-23; see also 1 Cor 10:33, Rom 15:1).

Tomato Fi
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† Vestry Meeting
April 10th

Opening: David Williams opened the
meeting with prayer at 7:33 pm. Dave Allen
led a Bible study on “What does the Bible
say about the value of a secret place?”
Although a secret place can refer to a
physical location, it most often connotes a
state of a soul in its relationship with God.
There is great benefit from dwelling in “the
secret place of the Most High.” When we
choose to leave behind the world’s delights
in favor of a lifestyle of spiritual devotion,
God draws near in new ways James 4:8).
Susan Champagne gave her testimony: she

was raised Roman Catholic by wonderful
parents in a loving home and always
believed in God. After many life changes
she realized she needed a new relationship
with God. Six and a half years ago she came
to St. Paul’s as a guest on Christmas Eve, she
felt the Holy Spirit in a new way. A new
relationship was born and continues to grow
and deepen giving love and support in her
life. She desires to help others find what she
has found. Love. “Do good. Pray. Bless.”
This was the theme of our Vestry retreat.
There was a time of sharing on how we took
this home with us and brought it into our
lives, families, interactions with others and
within our church family. We were asked to
pray into where God can lead us in these
areas for discussion next month. Pray over
the ministries at St. Paul’s and how we can
encourage this in our parish. The March
minutes were amended as follows: under
Committee Reports, David Williams (not

Dave Allen) reported that
lighting in Crocker Hall
will be 3,500 Lumens.
The March minutes were
approved as amended.
Treasurer’s Report: The Capital
Campaign is 100% complete with $685,000
received. Expenses exceed income by
$21,000, YDT. Mission payments are up to
date.
Committee Reports: A proposal for
repairs to one of the large
stained glass windows was
discussed. Dave Allen’s
submitted a written report for
Property Committee. Mary
Beth Durkin submitted a
written report for Event
Coordination.
Rector’s Report: Bishop Laura Ahrens
will be here on May 12th for confirmation at
the 10:30 service and to meet with the
Vestry. Fr. Joe reported that he will be on
sabbatical for six weeks beginning May 20th
and on vacation for the month of August.
Old Business: Most of the new lighting is
complete. The door repair is complete.
Crocker Hall is wired for sound from the
church proper. The Realm software
conversion is very close to completion.
New Business: There was a discussion on
handicapped accessibility in the building and
safety issues .
Closing: The meeting was closed with
prayer at 9:15 pm by Mary Perry.
Respectfully submitted,
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry

Join Us to Celebrate First Communion
Sunday, May 19th!

A

ll are invited to celebrate with the four students
who will receive First Communion during the
10:30 am service on Sunday, May 19th. Please come
support their hard work and commitment as they take this
new step in their faith. You are invited to join the students
and their families downstairs in Crocker Hall following
the service for a reception in their honor. We hope to see
you there!
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J

esus outlines some promises for those who hear
Him and believe. “My sheep hear my voice. I
know them and they follow me. I give eternal life,
and they will never perish. No one will snatch
them out of my hand.” How can gratitude and
corresponding generosity to God and others not be
heightened if we trust those words? What blessed
relief to know that our future with God is insured!

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.

W

e give thanks for our shut-in visitors, hospital chaplains, and our
involvement with the Chaplain Service of Connecticut. The elderly
and infirmed can be renewed day by day through a
meaningful relationship with Jesus Christ. Thank you to
you who share this great news with them. “Therefore, we
do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed
day by day.” 2 Corinthians 4:16 (NIV)

† A Talk on “The Soulfulness of the Bible” on May 10

T

he Bible is a wondrous book, and one of the great wonders of
the Bible is its deep soulfulness.
From the story of creation, to
Abraham and Sarah, to David and the
Psalms, to the promises in the
prophets, to the life of Christ, the New
Testament epistles, and finally
Revelation with its New Jerusalem,
the Bible is chock-full of things that
bring joy and refreshment to the soul.
Join us May 10 at 7:00 pm in Crocker Hall as Jay Trott
discusses some of the most soulful things about the Bible
and explains why it is the most soulful book ever written.
Jay will be talking about s few of our most beloved
passages but also some less familiar ones, so be sure to
come!
Jay is the author of The Most Soulful Book. He is an
experienced speaker, having preached in many churches
across the state and also having been the spokesman for
the National Experiment, a Guideposts-supported small
group movement.
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Peter Raises Tabitha from the Dead
mid 12th century
Cappella Palatina di Palermo

T

he Cappella Palatina was built by Roger II, king of Sicily. It
was the second important church erected at the initiative of
the king, its construction began in 1132, a year after the laying of the
cornerstone of Cefalů's cathedral. It was consecrated in 1140, and
the execution of the extensive mosaic decor, covering the entire
interior, began after that date.
The palace chapel is a blend of Roman and Greek building types.
The mosaic decor, which was completed only during the reign of
Roger II's successors, William I and William II, completely covers
the upper portions of the walls.
Like the architecture, the pictorial program in the chapel's
sanctuary is essentially Byzantine in character. The chapel's oldest
mosaics, and the ones of highest quality both artistically and in terms
of technique, are the ones in the cupola and its drum. According to
an inscription, these must have been completed in 1143. The central
motif in the cupola is a Christ Pantocrator, surrounded by eight
angels.
While the pictorial program in the sanctuary is essentially
Byzantine in character, this is
not the case in the nave, whose
mosaic decor consists of two
pictorial cycles. The Old
Testament cycle, which runs
along the side walls of the
center aisle in two registers,
follows in the tradition of
Roman church decoration. It
begins on the south wall, next
to the crossing, with the story
of the Creation, and ends on
the north wall with scenes
from the life of Jacob. The
second cycle extends across
both of the side-aisle walls: the stories of apostles Peter and Paul are related in fourteen
panels, some of them containing two scenes.
Watch the video to appreciate the interior of this building. The raising of Tabitha occurs
at the 1:17 mark.
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† Israel, God’s Chosen Land 

† Jaffa 

O

ur first lesson this Sunday and next takes place in the harbor town
of Jaffa. On one of our Holy Land trips we arrived early enough
on the first day to visit this quaint and important Mediterranean port town.
Jaffa, also called Japho or Joppa, is the southern, oldest part of Tel
Aviv, an ancient port city in Israel. Jaffa is famous for its association with
the biblical stories of Jonah, Solomon, and Saint Peter. The natural harbor
of Jaffa has been in use since the Bronze Age.
Jaffa is mentioned four times in the Hebrew Bible, as one of the cities
given to the Hebrew Tribe of Dan (Joshua 19:46), as port-of-entry for the
cedars of Lebanon for Solomon's Temple (2 Chronicles 2:16), as the place
whence the prophet Jonah embarked for Tarshish (Jonah 1:3) and again as
port-of-entry for the cedars of Lebanon for the Second Temple of
Jerusalem (Ezra 3:7). Jaffa is mentioned in the Book of Joshua as the
territorial border of the Tribe of Dan, hence
the modern term "Gush Dan" for the center
of the coastal plain. The tribe of Dan did not manage to
dislocate the Philistines from Jaffa, but many descendants of
Dan lived along the coast and earned their living from ship
making and sailing. In the "Song of Deborah" the prophetess
asks “Why doth Dan dwell in ships?"
After Canaanite and Philistine dominion, King David and
his son King Solomon conquered Jaffa and used its port to
bring the cedars used in the construction of the First Temple
from Tyre.
The New Testament account of Saint Peter's resurrection
of the widow Tabitha (or Dorcas), recorded in Acts 9:36-42,
takes place in Jaffa. Acts 10:10-23 relates that, while Peter
was in Jaffa, he had a vision of a large sheet filled with
"clean" and "unclean" animals being lowered from heaven,
together with a message from the Holy Spirit telling him to accompany several messengers
to Cornelius in Caesarea. Peter retells the story of his vision in Acts 11:4-17, explaining
how he had come to preach the Christian gospel to the gentiles.
The “Jaffa Gate” in the Holy City was the destination of Jewish and Christian pilgrims
disembarking at the Jaffa port, hence its name. It led (and still leads) directly to the Jewish
and Christian quarters in Jerusalem.
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the
red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then take a card
from the bowl either right then or after service. Pray for that request
for one week. How comforting to know that your request is being
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s! You might
just be praying for the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at
prayingnow2@gmail.com!
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 12th 8 am
May 19th 8 am
May 26th 8 am

Ann Allen
10:30 am Confirmation
Pat Brought
10:30 am First Communion
Chris MacMillan10:30 am Parade
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.

† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur Men’s Bible Study in their weekly study is slowly and
methodically dissecting verse by verse the Letter of Paul to the
Ephesians. They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.
All the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube channel.

Our weekly 10 am Wednesday service is
growing. Check it out in person or watch
the homily each week on Facebook
15

How many verses are in the
23rd Psalm?
a) 6 b) 10 c) 14
Psalm 23

T

† Follow Us Live

he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship
services and join in our various events. However, there are still times
when you might be unable to partake because of weather or
illness. Many of our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” students
away at college, parishioners on vacation and former members
who have moved away. Why not introduce it to your friends
who may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?
The services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button or tab on our website for more info.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence
in church. At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to
serve in this important ministry. If you are interested in becoming a
greeter, please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen

Hyena Den

Save-the-Date
Parish Picnic
Sunday, July 28 - Noon
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† Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign

T

he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins this Sunday,
May 5th. Amy Spallino, Hopeline Center Director of
the Danbury office, will give an overview of the mission of
Hopeline during the “Mission Minute “ at both services.
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women
during unplanned pregnancies. In addition to material
assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs,
clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers
counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly
pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.
They offer post-abortion counseling to women of
any age.
St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change
for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser. There are baby bottles
at the back of the church and in Crocker Hall that we ask
you to please fill with your loose change and bills and return
them on June 9th. Please Note: Checks should be made out
to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line.
For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie
Wanzer.

Safe Church Training
Any member of St. Paul’s, who serves in a ministry within the church is
required to attend Safe Church Training. All staff are also required to attend.
Sunday School Volunteers. Vestry Members. Any ministry where you will
be in contact with another individual either alone or with others, anticipated
or not.
If you have not attended a training as of yet, please contact Dorothy
Crocker at Dotsy12@charter.net or call 860-355-5672. Click here for more
info.
Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.

Interested in Reading
a Free Book?

J

ay Trott has a book called
The Most Soulful Book,
which is all about the
soulfulness of the Bible.
He would be happy to
provide a free reader's copy to
anyone who might be willing
to write an Amazon review.
If you're interested, you
can talk to him at church or
email him at jayatrott@gmail.com.
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† Region
Happy Mother’s
Day
Northwest
Choral Evensong

E

arly "Mother's
Day" in Parish
the U.S.Musicians
was mostlyfor
marked
by women's
groups.
Consider joining
the Northwest
a candlelit
choralpeace
Evensong
common
early7:30-8:30
activity was
of groups of
mothers
sons had
on Sunday,A June
2 from
pmthe
at meeting
Trinity Episcopal
Church
in whose
Torrington.
If
on opposite
sides of
War. please
There were
several
you fought
would or
likedied
to sing
in the choir
forthe
thisCivil
service,
email
Jerrylocal
Davidson at
celebrations in the 1870s and the 1880s, but none achieved resonance beyond the local
jfd112@gmail.com.
level.
InNorthwest
its present form,
Mother's
Day Luncheon
was established
in 1907
by AnnaJune
Marie30
Jarvis,
The next
Parish
Musicians
will be
on Sunday,
from 1
following the death of her mother Ann Jarvis two years earlier.
-3 pm and
will
likely
be
hosted
by
St.
John's
in
Waterbury.
Please
bring
your
On May 8, 1914, the U.S. Congress passed a law designating the second Sunday in
calendars
this gathering,
we willWoodrow
look at the
2019-2020
May astoMother's
Day and as
President
Wilson
issued aprogram year to lay a
foundation
for
collaborative
musical
events
in
the
Northwest
proclamation, declaring the first national Mother's Day, as a Region.
day for American citizens to show the flag in honor of those
Finally,whose
click here
to check
ECCT's blog post, "Meet Jerry Davidson: Never
mothers
sons had
died inout
war.
mess
with
the
Holy
Spirit."
A
quote
from the
interview:
Carnations have come to represent Mother's
Day,
since
Anna Jarvis delivered 500 of them at its first celebration in
Singing hymns together, for Jerry, is beyond just a pleasant communal
1908. Many religious services held later copied the custom of
giving away carnations.

What miracle did Peter perform with Dorcas?
Acts 9:36-41 NIV
† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically
from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving
program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on
the “Give Now” button at the top left of the
first page. Click on the “Create Profile” button to
create your unique on line profile. After you
have created your profile, follow the on line
instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact
Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
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† It’s Time for
Another Trip

Get your passports ready.

Join Fr. Joe and Tara this
year as we are going to
England and Scotland (with
an optional Ireland
extension) and we’ll explore
our Anglican roots and the
beginnings of the Episcopal
Church. We’ll see all the
top sites in London,
Stonehenge, Oxford,
Cambridge, Canterbury and
York before heading to
Edinburgh and Aberdeen,
Scotland. This trip is
loaded with extras.
Pick up a brochure at coffee
hour this week or click here.

† Lambeth Palace
Also on the first full day in London we’ll
visit Lambeth Palace, formerly Lambeth
House. Lambeth Palace has been, for nearly
800 years, the London residence of the
Archbishop of Canterbury and until 1978 the
site of the Lambeth Conference, an episcopal
assembly that is called about once every 10
years (the conference now meets at
Canterbury).
About 1,200 the first sections of the
palace were built. The Lollards’ Tower, a former water tower, dates to the 1430s, and the
fine Tudor gatehouse was completed by
the early 16th century. Many of the
buildings, including the residence
proper, the 14th-century Guard Room,
and the church of St. Mary-at-Lambeth
(now a garden museum), were built or
restored in the 19th century. The palace
was a focal point for protests in the
Middle Ages and later; in 1381 it was
sacked during the Peasants’ Revolt. Air
raids wrought damage on the complex
during World War II, and extensive
repairs were carried out afterward, with
some sections being nearly completely
redesigned. Stretching out to the
northeast of the palace are the public
grounds of Archbishop’s Park.
19
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“L

ittle children, keep yourselves
from idols,” was the injunction of
the loving apostle John, and he wrote thus in
love, because he knew that, if God sees us
making idols of anything, he will either
break our idols or break us.

universally self-existent; but man is so
unspiritual that he will not worship this great
invisible One in spirit and in truth, but craves
after outward similitudes, symbols, and
signs.

The leaning of our evil heart is towards
some form, symbol, or imagery which we
judge may help our thought and intensify our
worship. All this comes of evil, and leads to
evil.
When some men come to die, the religion
which they themselves have thought out and
invented will yield them no more confidence
than the religion of the Roman Catholic
sculptor who, on his death-bed, was visited
by his priest. The priest said, “You are now
departing out of this life;” and holding up a
beautiful crucifix, he cried, “Behold your
God, who died for you.” “Alas!” said the
sculptor, “I made it.” There was no comfort
Your Lord is very jealous of your love, O for him in the work of his own hands; and
believer. Did He choose you? He cannot
there will be no comfort in a religion of one’s
bear that you should choose another.
own devising. That which was created in the
brain cannot yield comfort to the heart.
In its grosser manifestations, idolatry is
Aspire to be something more than the
the desire of man to see God with his eyes, to mass of church members. Lift up your cry to
have some outward representation of him
God and beseech him to fire you with a
who cannot be represented; who is too great, nobler ambition than that which possesses
too spiritual, ever to be described by human the common Christian - that you may be
language, much less to be set forth by images found faithful unto God at the last, and may
of wood, and stone, however elaborately
win many crowns for your Lord and Master,
carved and cunningly overlaid with gold.
Christ.
There is a great God who filleth all space,
- A compilation of various quotes gleaned
and yet is greater than space, whose
from the sermons of Charles Spurgeon to
existence is without beginning and without
create a succinct commentary for the
end, who is everywhere present, and
reader’s edification.
This is the one easily besetting sin of our
nature - to turn aside from the living God and
to make unto ourselves idols in some fashion
or another; for the essence of idolatry is this to love anything better than God, to trust
anything more than God, to wish to have a
God other than we have, or to have some
signs and wonders by which we may see
him, some outward symbol or manifestation
that can be seen with the eye or heard with
the ear rather than to rest in an invisible God
and believe the faithful promise of Him
whom eye hath not seen nor ear heard.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Good Shepherd
Acts 9:36-43
n this reading from the story of the early church Peter is summoned to Joppa
and raises up a disciple named Tabitha. Tabitha was known for her many good
works and her restoration to life led to numerous new converts. Peter
then stays for a time in Joppa with Simon, a tanner whose occupation
John 10:22-30
would have rendered him a near outcast.
Psalm 23
The challenge for most
The Lord is shepherd and guide. God is present in the time of
mainline Christians is not
danger and is generous and merciful.
following Jesus. We've been
Revelation 7:9-17
This lesson presents a vision of those who have survived great
taught pretty well about that.
tribulation and now worship before the throne of God and the Lamb.
The challenge for us is
These myriad saints come from all over the world and have been purified
through their own sufferings in association with
recognizing Jesus' voice.
the sacrifice of the Lamb. But now the Lamb
(which is a figure for Jesus) will be their shepherd, and they
will suffer no longer. Such a vision would be a great
consolation to those undergoing persecution.
John 10:22-30
In our gospel Jesus speaks to those who are unable to
come to belief in him and then tells of his sheep who belong
to him forever. Some of the Jewish people gather around
Jesus in one of the areas alongside the main temple. They
ask if he is the Christ,
but Jesus sees that
they do not believe.
Yet the sheep that the
Father has given can
never be taken from
the Father’s
protection, and Jesus
is one with the Father.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

L

essons in Fishing and Shepherding. To
replay all our sermons, audio and videos
follow this link for the Sunday Sermons. Check
out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling, Lorraine Estok, Joe Hock and
other parishioners convalescing in extended care
facilities.
.....St. Mark’s, New Britain; St. Mark’s, New Canaan;
Christ Church, New Haven.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Parish prayer groups; intercessory prayer chains;
and parish and community bible studies.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary DeAnzeris,
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan,
Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, Peter, and Jenna
Lynn Baish continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Madagascar; the people of Macau; The Diocese of Ysabel
(Melanesia) The Revd Ellison Quity (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and brother members
of the Kenya Baptist Convention.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket
collections for the month of May.
.....Chick-fil-A, Danbury, a marketplace supporter of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....The Human Family.
.....That we continue to share the joy of our faith and be an example
to others.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership,
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces
some difficult issues.
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot.
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor. Pray also for her
parents, Patricia and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

PB Easter MEssage

The Good Shepherd & His
Sheep
“My sheep hear my voice. I
know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life, and they
will never perish. No one will
snatch them out of my hand.”
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of
the Week!
Did you know …
that the missionary ship
Messenger of Peace
(pictured) was built in 15
weeks using scrap metal,
ropes made of hibiscus,
and sails made of
matting?

†

It Takes An
Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth
Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller,
Steven Nagy, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
John Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.
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