
   

 

†  God Has Built a Mighty Fraternity  

“How good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell together in unity.” 
 Psalm 133:1 

 

Dear Friends, 

O ur Monday night Men's Bible Study just concluded our tenth study together as we 

finished Paul's Letter to the Ephesians. 

Now in our fourth year of meeting every Monday evening, the Spirit of God has built a 

mighty fraternity among us through study, sharing and deep unity.  Unity does not mean 

uniformity, of course, which our moments of vigorous fellowship have revealed, yet Christ-

centered love always marks our hearts and words, leading to a depth that only such time 

together with our Savior can bring. 

Testimonies reveal that our lives are being transformed by Christ through this group, 

impacting our personal relationships in our homes, our workplaces and our communities.  To 

God be all the glory as we stand as the visible Body of Christ in this generation. 

Faithfully, 

 

May 16, 2019  www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  A +   

by John Tuthill 

"I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” 

John 13:34 
 

D 
oes Jesus really give a "new commandment" in our gospel reading this Sunday 
(See John 13:31-35)?  First of all, how is this commandment "new"?  It sounds 
so familiar!  Love is commanded already - it is in the Ten Commandments; 

which is love for God and love for neighbor.  So, it seems natural to read the words in this 
gospel ("I give you a new commandment...") and to immediately understand that these must 
obviously be words of law - either old or new.  Another reason that at first-glance it seems 
to be about yet more law is that in Jeremiah 31:33 it says that God placed the law directly 
into minds and written it directly onto hearts.  All of this is to say the law is integral to how 

we're wired.  The 
God-given 
conscience 
speaks and we 
know what to do 
(love God / love 
everyone) and 
also what not to 
do. 
 Counter 
intuitive to the 
natural sense that 

doing good is what makes us good (law), there is this very strange notion given in the 
gospel that goodness is the gift of God.  In other words, that we are saved not by creating 
our own goodness when following law, but instead that we can be saved by getting and 
receiving "good," which in turn then does cause a person do the good things, such as "love 
one another as I have loved you."  The new nature is given (imputed) from God and so the 
command becomes a promise.  This is not to say that doing good and loving people is not to 
be done - no, it has to be.  But, instead of life being now about doing and loving and striving 
to accomplish these things under our own power, these may become the fruits of life, which 
are the results, and, which are the icing on the cake.  God is love, as 1 John 4:8 tells us.  

God makes us new.  This seems to fit perfectly 
with the teaching that justification comes from 
grace alone (Ephesians 2:8-
10) through faith alone 
without any works - 
which, in turn, 
produces good 
works!  As Father 
Joe has said in a 
few past 
sermons, the 
Lord gives you, 
His learner 
(which is what the 
word "disciple" 
means - "learner") the 
gift of an A+.  You 
receive the top-most grade, it is from Him and 
unearned.  Furthermore, the grade is written in red 
ink, which is the red blood of Jesus.  "We can be 
confident in this, that He who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion, until the day 
of Christ Jesus." - Philippians 1:6 (NLT). 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 16 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, May 18 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, May 19 -   
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Holy Baptism / Contemporary Holy Communion & 

      First Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Mon, May 20 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, May 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Memorial Garden Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, May 22 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
Thu, May 23 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Finance Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, May 25 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, May 26 -   
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

M ason Sampson celebrates today!  Fr. Bill Loring is a year older and 

wiser tomorrow.  Monday is the big day for Christine Domareck.  

Christian Williams & Ed Licence will be blowing out candles on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I give you a new commandment: love one another.  As I have loved you, so you also 
should love one another.”                                                                                       John 13:34 

 

I t is easy to love someone when they love 
us back.  But it takes courage for us to 

love someone when we feel unappreciated, 
used or feel our opinion doesn’t matter.  It 
takes courage to “love my neighbor” when he 
may be someone I don’t like, someone I don’t 
know or someone who doesn’t look like me. 

 

As Fr. Joe prepares for his 

sabbatical and vacation later in the 

summer, yesterday was our last 

Wednesday morning service until 

September.  Click on the video to 

the left to watch Joe’s homily on 

Christ’s “High Priestly Prayer” 

and Jesus’ call to unity. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SotGs7Kr_zc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SotGs7Kr_zc&feature=youtu.be
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Forming! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays, beginning May 15th 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

Last Sunday we spotted a 

new member in our 

praise band. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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†  Everyone and Everything  
 

Acts 11:1-18 • Psalm 148 • Revelation 21:1-6 • John 13:31-35 
 

A 
 child asks of the Passover, “What do you mean by this observance?” (Ex. 
12:26).  The Vulgate Bible, saying essentially the same thing, uses the word 
religio for observance, and yet there is something distinctive and stark about the 

Latin way of construing the question: “Quae est ista religio?”  Literally, “What is that 
religion?”  In our time, this has become a burning question; and, as we are learning every 
day, the answer has real-life consequences.  For our good and our harm, the clearer the 
answer and the more scrupulous and numerous the observances in daily life, the more 
powerful religion is for personal identity and social cohesion within one group.  This, of 
course, heightens the possibility of conflict between different religious communities. 

We have been warned.  Religion may be dangerous.  There is, however, by vision and 
wonder, a way of moving outside the limits of religion.  Consider this story. “When Peter 
went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to 
uncircumcised men and eat with them?’  Then 
Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, 
saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and 
in a trance I saw a vision.  There was something 
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, 
being lowered by its four corners; and it came 
close to me.  As I looked at it closely I saw four-
footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 
birds of the air” (Acts 11:2-6).  A voice from 
heaven commanded Peter to kill and eat.  He 
objected, seeing unclean animals.  Then he 
heard this: “What God has made clean, you must 
not call profane” (Acts 11:9). 

After the first reporting of this vision in 
chapter 10 of Acts, Peter was led to the house of 
Cornelius.  Speaking with Cornelius and other 
Gentiles, Peter said, “You yourselves know that 
it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to 
visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that I should not call anyone profane or 
unclean” (Acts 10:28).  With this vision and this visitation, the dividing wall of religion is 
thrown into the depths of the sea.  Henceforth, the preaching of Jesus Christ is the preaching 
of peace to every creature and to every person.  “He is Lord of all” (Acts 10:36). 

We may have our own vision of a sheet from heaven.  In it we see angels and hosts, sun 
and moon, shining stars, the heaven of heavens, waters above the heavens, the earth, sea 
monsters and all deeps, fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous winds, mountains and hills, 
fruit trees and cedars, wild beasts and cattle, creeping things and winged birds, kings of the 
earth and all peoples, young men and maidens, old and young together.  With the eyes of 
faith, we see things becoming new, and God making a home among mortals.  Tears are no 
more.  Crying and pain are no more.  Death is swallowed up by life.  God is all in all, and 
we are in God with Christ. 

Seeing this vision, we cannot hate our neighbors.  We cannot fantasize long about Us 
and Them.  The whole creation is the raw material of a New Jerusalem.  “O God, you have 
made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your Son to preach peace to those 
who are far off, and to those who are near”; “Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms 
of love on the hard wood of the cross that everyone might come with the reach of your 
saving embrace” (Morning Prayer II, 1979 BCP, pp. 100-01).  Global love and wide arms 
and hard wood are the work of Christ for one new world. 

 

Look It Up 
Read John 13:34. 
 

Think About It  
Love everything.     - from The Living Church, 2019 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=424880936


 7 

 

 

 

†  Recommended Reading  
 
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

  Hebrews 4:12 
by Steve Hemming 

 

W 
hat a difference a day makes.  This past Friday was perhaps the most 
frustrating day of my professional career.  And yet, on Saturday, I felt God’s 
perfect peace throughout.  What caused this significant change in my 

disposition?  I allowed God’s word to sink in and resonate within my mind, soul, and spirit. 
Charged with the task of coordinating the technical aspects (audio, video, live-

streaming, closed-captioning) for the WPI commencement ceremonies each May, this is 
always the busiest and most stressful time of year for me.  We started planning for the 
festivities in January and the physical set-up of the tent, staging, and technology took over 
two weeks. 

Throughout the preparations this past week, I encountered one difficulty after another; 
an amalgamation of technical issues, disagreements, last-minute changes and requests.  
Highlights, or should I say low points included 1) not getting reasonable help from my team 
to provide support for the WPI Board of Trustees, who were on campus for commencement, 
2) the external AV contractor was behind schedule with the overall set-up, and 3) I had the 
president of the university question some of my decisions relating to sound and closed-
captioning for the big events that were taking place under a large tent on the quad.  I was so 
upset at times on Friday that I had a few mini-meltdowns and temper tantrums.  I found 
myself apologizing often to others for my bad behavior or for the things I had said. 

By the end of the day, I was both significantly agitated and disheartened.  Before I went 
to bed, I got on my knees and sincerely asked the Lord 
to forgive me for my errant words and actions. 

Upon awaking the next morning at 3:30 am, for a 5 
am call at work, the Lord brought to mind Ephesians 
4:26 – 32.  It felt as though the Lord used this passage 
to help me take corrective action and avoid repeating 
the errors of my ways from Friday: 

• “Be angry, yet do not sin” (v. 26) 
• “Do not give place to the devil” (v. 27) 
• “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your 

mouth, but what is good for necessary 
edification, that it may impart grace to the 
hearers.” (v. 29) 

• “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and 
evil speaking be put away from you, with all 
malice.” (v. 31) 

• “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God in Christ 
forgave you.” (v. 32) 

 

Shortly after arriving at WPI, as I was setting up a microphone for the undergraduate 
line-up in the gym, I was led to read Psalm 18, which gave me encouragement and strength 
to face whatever the long day ahead presented.  Significant verses that eased my overall 
anxiety and gave me greater confidence that God would prevail included: 

• “The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in 
whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.” (v. 2) 

• “In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried out to my God; He heard my voice 
from His temple, and my cry came before Him, even to His ears.” (v. 6) 

• “He sent from above, He took me; He drew me out of many waters.” (v. 16) 
• “He also brought me out into a broad place; He delivered me because He delighted 

in me.” (v. 19) 
• “For You will light my lamp; the Lord my God will enlighten my darkness.  For by 

(Continued on page 8) 
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence 
in church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

You I can run against a troop, by my God I can leap over a wall.” (v. 28-29) 
• “It is God who arms me with strength, and makes my way perfect.” (v. 32) 
• “You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; Your right hand has held me 

up, Your gentleness has made me great.  You enlarged my path under me, so my 
feet did not slip.” (v. 35-36) 

 
The two passages from Ephesians 4 and Psalm 18 transformed my mind and altered my 

disposition to the point where I felt very calm all throughout the undergraduate 
commencement, which was the largest and most technically difficult event of the entire 
week.  God’s strong presence was palpable, and I sensed His hand upon the entire ceremony 
yesterday, from the National Anthem at the beginning, to the conferring of degrees, and 
concluding with the recessional of the graduates.  Everything ran smoothly.  And the Lord 
even blessed us with a spectacular day, weather-wise, as it was clear, sunny, and warm.  
Truly this was a day that the Lord had made, and I rejoiced and was most certainly glad in 
it! (Psalm 118:24) 

I became a greater believer of the Word of God as a result of what transpired at WPI last 
Saturday.  Whenever you find yourself discouraged, fearful, upset, or uncertain of how to go 
forward, reach out to God through His word.  He will never steer you in the wrong 
direction, for He Himself tells us; “So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It 
shall not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing for which I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11). 

 
“
As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is proven; He is a 

shield to all who trust in Him.” Psalm 18:30 

Thank you, Lord, for a successful 151st Commencement at WPI 

(Continued from page 7) Believe What God Says About You 

"There will be no more death or mourning or crying 

or pain, for the old order of things has _______ _____." 

Revelation 21:4 NIV 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Revelation+21:4&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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Tomato Fields

†  Saints of God 
  

Thursday, May 16th 
  

The Martyrs of the Sudan 
 

“T he blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church,” the third-century North 
African teacher, Tertullian, once wrote.  And in no place is that observation more 

apt than in Sudan, Africa’s largest country, and a land long torn by violence. 
British policy in the late nineteenth century was to arbitrarily divide the vast country 

between a Muslim North and a multiethnic South, limiting Christian missionary activity 
largely to the latter, an artificial division that has created enduring problems.  Since 
independence, on January 1, 1956, three civilian governments and three military 
dictatorships have ruled a country that has experienced forty-one 
years of civil war.  During the 1980s Sudan’s internal armed 
conflict assumed an increasingly religious character, fueled by a 
northern-dominated Islamic government imposing authoritarian 
political control, Islam as the state religion, a penal code based 
on Sharia law, and restrictions on free speech and free assembly. 

On May 16, 1983, a small number of Episcopal and Roman 
Catholic clerical and lay leaders declared they “would not 
abandon God as they knew him.”  Possibly over two million 
persons, most of them Christians, were then killed in a two-
decade civil war, until a Comprehensive Peace Treaty was 
signed in January 2005.  During those years, four million 
southern Christians may have been internally displaced, and 
another million forced into exile in Africa and elsewhere.  Yet 
despite the total destruction of churches, schools, and other institutions, Sudanese 
Christianity, which includes four million members of the Episcopal Church of the Sudan, 
has both solidified as a faith community, and gradually expanded at home and among 
refugees, providing steadfast hope in often-desperate setting. 

This hymn, written by Sudanese children in exile in Ethiopia, reflects both the tragedy 
and depth of faith of Sudan’s Christians: 

 

Look upon us, O Creator who has made us. 
God of all peoples, we are yearning for our land. 
Hear the prayer of our souls in the wilderness. 
Hear the prayer of our bones in the wilderness. 
Hear our prayer as we call out to you. 
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Confirmation 2019 
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S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  Full House for Jay Trott’s Talk on 
“The Soulfulness of the Bible” 

L ast Friday night almost 50 people jammed Crocker Hall to hear 
Jay Trott talk about the Bible, and one of the great wonders of 

the Bible, it’s deep soulfulness. 
 From the story of creation, to Abraham 
and Sarah, to David and the Psalms, to the 
promises in the prophets, to the life of 
Christ, the New Testament epistles, and 
finally Revelation with 
its New Jerusalem, the 
Bible is chock-full of 
things that bring joy 
and refreshment to the 
soul. 
 If you missed it, 
you can watch his 
entire talk on our 
YouTube channel. 
Be sure to share it 
with your friends. 

J esus gives us a new commandment - 

“Love one another.  Just as I have loved 
you, you should also love one another … everyone 
will know you are my disciples if you love one 

another.”  How better can we affirm that we 
are stewards and disciples than by loving god 
in return, and by using our gratitude and 
generosity to serve the needs of others? 

W e give thanks for our newborns, our youth 

and newcomers.  We give thanks for their 

eagerness to grow in the faith and seek the sacrament 

of baptism, first communion, confirmation and reception; and 

those mentors and teachers who prepare them. 

 

"By believing against all odds and loving against all odds,  

that is how we are to let Jesus show in the world and to transform the world."  

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbLU1PJ-bRs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbLU1PJ-bRs
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Join Us to Celebrate First Communion 

This Sunday 
 

A ll are invited to celebrate with the four students 

who will receive First Communion during the 

10:30 am service this Sunday, May 19th.  Please come 

support their hard work and commitment as they take this 

new step in their faith.  You are invited to join the students 

and their families downstairs in Crocker Hall following 

the service for a reception in their honor.  We hope to see 

you there! 

He Has Opened the Door 

S aint Paul left an enduring mark on the Church.  
Until his ministry began, the followers of 

Jesus were seen to be no more than one of the many 
sects of the Jewish religion.  In fact, the first 
believers maintained dual worship.  They were 
united by their faith in Jesus, but they continued 
the customs of the older religion.  Paul saw 
Christianity as something completely new.  It is a 
religion in its own right.  He did this when he 
baptized former pagans and did not insist that they 
continue Old Testament customs.  Some Christian 
groups seem to be more grounded in the Old Testament and 
its harsh laws.  Christianity must be seen as something totally new, 
based upon the New Testament law of love. 

†  Nothing Old 
 

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  (Revelation 21:5) 
 

G lory be to His name!  All things need making new, for they are sadly battered 
and worn by sin.  It is time that the old vesture was rolled up and laid aside, and 

that creation put on her Sunday suit.  But no one else can make all things new except 
the Lord who made them at the first; for it needs as much power to make out of evil as 
to make out of nothing.  Our Lord Jesus has undertaken the task, and He is fully 
competent for the performance of it.  Already he has commenced His labor, and for 
centuries He has persevered in making new the hearts of men and the order of 
society.  By and by He will make new the whole constitution of human government, 
and human nature shall be changed by His grace; and there shall come a day when 
the body shall be made new and raised like unto His glorious body. 
 What a joy to belong to a kingdom in which everything is being made new by 
the power of its King!  We are not dying out: we are hastening on to a more 
glorious life.  Despite the opposition of the powers of evil, our glorious Lord 
Jesus is accomplishing His purpose and making us, and all things about us, 
"new" and as full of beauty as when they first came from the hand of the Lord. 

C. H. Spurgeon 
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†  Israel, God’s Chosen Land  

†  Caesarea (Maritima)   
 

O ne of the first stops on our Holy Land trips is a 
visit to Caesarea, an ancient port city built by 

Herod the Great from 25-13 BC along the Mediterranean 
Sea and named after Augustus Caesar.  Amazingly, there 
are many fabulous archeological ruins of the aqueduct, 
theater, amphitheater and hippodrome where chariot races 
and gladiator fights were staged and evidence of the 
magnificent harbor built here so long ago. 

Here, during excavations, a stone was discovered with 
the words “TIBERIVM” and “PILATUS”, references to 
Emperor Tiberias and Pontius Pilate.  This important find 
is the only physical evidence of Pilate’s existence. 

 Caesarea was first 
introduced to Christianity 
when Peter baptized the 
Centurion Cornelius along 
with his household and 
soldiers.  This was the 
first time any Apostle had 
preached to the Gentiles. 
 This Sunday’s reading from Acts 11 talks about Peter’s 
vision while he was in Joppa and how the Holy Spirit told 
him to go with men from Caesarea.  “The Spirit told me to 
go with them and not to make a distinction between them 
and us.  These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man's house.  He told us how he had seen the 
angel standing in his house and saying, `Send to Joppa and 
bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a 
message by which you and your 
entire household will be saved.'  

And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it 
had upon us at the beginning.  And I remembered the word of the 
Lord, how he had said, `John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.'  If then God gave them the same 
gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was I that I could hinder God?"  When they heard this, they 
were silenced.  And they praised God, saying, "Then God has 
given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life." 

The area is now designated a National Park and in addition to 
its’ historic significance, the Roman theatre located at the site 
often hosts concerts by major Israeli and international artists. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theatre_of_ancient_Rome
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[Jesus speaks] "By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you _____ ____ ________." 

John 13:35 NIV  

†  Art in the Christian 

Tradition 
 

Peter’s Vision 
Late 19th century 

Church of St. Peter 

Nottingham, Great Britain 
 

T his scene of Peter's vision of a 

sheet filled with animals carries 

great significance, because it 

underscores the 

disciples' 

understanding 

that the gospel 

was to be spread 

also to the 

Gentiles.  

 This is panel 

is one of many 

that make up the 

principal 

window of the 

chancel, at the 

east end over 

the altar.  It was 

constructed at 

the same as the 

rebuilding of 

the chancel in 

1877-8.  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=John+13:35&version=NIV&showfn=yes
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?SID=20160413689178466&code=ACT&code=act&SubjectBuildingName=Cappella+Palatina+di+Palermo&SortOrder=Title&=phrase
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?SID=20160413689178466&code=ACT&code=act&SubjectBuildingName=Cappella+Palatina+di+Palermo&SortOrder=Title&=phrase
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The Mark of a Disciple 

M any people can be known by the uniforms they wear: Police, Nurses, Soldiers, 

Priests.  This grants them instant recognition, protection and willingness to serve.  

Jesus teaches that all of his followers must wear a uniform that is just as visible.  It is not 

made of cloth or brass.  It is a uniform of love.  We must be patient, merciful and tolerant, 

but not aggressive, opportunistic, or over-bearing.  People should be able to look at our 

concern for others and willingness to sacrifice ourselves and say "That must be a Christian, I 

can tell."  Other people can exercise all these qualities - and should - but our compassion has 

to be outstanding! 

 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 19th 8 am   Pat Brought  10:30 am  First Communion 
May 26th 8 am    Chris MacMillan10:30 am  Parade 
June 2nd 8 am   Joyce Sarver  10:30 am Dot Crocker 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

N ext week our Men’s Bible Study, under the leadership of Jay Trott, 

will begin a new session on the Book of Daniel.  They meet each 

Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All the studies 

are available live and archived on our YouTube channel. 
 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Pray It Up 

 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card 
from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request 
for one week.  How comforting to know that your request is being 
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 
just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d 
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. 
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing 

Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.  Please consider 
signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 
ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for 
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for 
the clients to put their food in.  We are also looking for 
coloring books and crayons for the children who come 
with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) 
and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also 

  †  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign begins this Sunday, 
May 5th.  Amy Spallino, Hopeline Center Director of 

the Danbury office, will give an overview of the mission of 
Hopeline during the “Mission Minute “ at both services.  
Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry supporting women 
during unplanned pregnancies.  In addition to material 

assistance for the care of the newborn, such as cribs, 
clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline offers 

counseling, support, and ultrasounds performed on newly 
pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn trained physician.  
They offer post-abortion counseling to women of 
any age. 
 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through its annual “Change 
for Change” Baby Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles 
at the back of the church and in Crocker Hall that we ask 
you to please fill with your loose change and bills and return 
them on June 9th.  Please Note: Checks should be made out 
to St. Paul’s with “Hopeline” in the memo line. 
 For more information, contact: Lois Hunt or Bonnie 
Wanzer. 

“Everyone will recognize you 
as my followers - if you love each 
other.”  How does the world 
recognize us as the followers 
of Jesus today?  - where we 
work?  - where 
we play?  - 
wherever we happen 
to be? 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and 
by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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Hyena Den 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. 
Paul’s is to attend our worship 

services and join in our 
various events.  However, 
there are still times when you 
might be unable to partake 
because of weather or illness.  
Many of our services are 
available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been 
used by our “Snow Birds,” students away at college, parishioners 

on vacation and former members who have moved away.  Why not introduce 
it to your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what to 
expect?  The services can be watched live or later 
online.  Just click on the YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for more info.  

 

 

How many brothers went along 

with Peter to visit the Centurion 

in Caesarea?     a) none     b) 6 

c) 34     Acts 11:11-12 NIV  

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 

Sunday, July 28 - Noon 

During our broadcast of Confirmation 

last Sunday, Bishop Ahrens came by to 

“Pass the Peace” to our online viewers. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+11:11-12&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  It’s Time for 
Another Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join Fr. Joe and Tara this 
year as we are going to 

England and Scotland (with 
an optional Ireland 

extension) and we’ll explore 
our Anglican roots and the 
beginnings of the Episcopal 
Church.  We’ll see all the 

top sites in London, 
Stonehenge, Oxford, 

Cambridge, Canterbury and 
York before heading to 

Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 
Scotland.  This trip is 

loaded with extras. 
Pick up a brochure at coffee 
hour this week or click here. 

†  Tower of London 

The Tower of London is a royal fortress and London landmark.  Its buildings and 

grounds served historically as a royal palace, a political prison, a place of execution, an 

arsenal, a royal mint, a menagerie, and a public records office.  It is located on the north 

bank of the River Thames on the border with the central City of London. 

Immediately after his coronation (Christmas 1066), William I the Conqueror began to 

erect fortifications on the site to dominate the indigenous mercantile community and to 

control access to the Upper Pool of London, the major port area before the construction of 

docks farther downstream in the 19th century.  The central keep, known as the White Tower, 

was begun about 1078 close inside the old Roman city wall and was built of limestone from 

Caen in Normandy.  During the 12th and 13th centuries the fortifications were extended 

beyond the city wall, the White Tower becoming the nucleus of a series of concentric 

defenses enclosing an inner and an outer ward. 

In the Middle Ages the Tower of London became a 

prison and place of execution for politically related 

crimes, with most captives being put to death (murdered 

or executed) on Tower Green or, outside the castle, in 

public on Tower Hill.  Among those killed there were the 

humanist Sir Thomas More (1535); the second wife of 

Henry VIII, Anne Boleyn (1536); Lady Jane Grey and 

her husband, Lord Guildford Dudley (1554).  During 

World War I several spies were executed there by firing 

squad.  Other notable inmates included Princess 

Elizabeth (later Elizabeth I), who was briefly imprisoned by Mary I for suspicion of 

conspiracy; the soldier and conspirator Guy Fawkes; the adventurer Sir Walter Raleigh.  In 

1483 the adolescent king Edward V and his younger brother were last seen in the Tower 

before their disappearance and probable murder.  

Until 1994 the British crown jewels and regalia were kept in the underground Jewel 

House; they are now housed in a more spacious aboveground facility.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
https://www.britannica.com/art/crown-jewels
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Tower-of-London/media/346946/146032
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Tower-of-London/media/346946/146032


20  

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically 

from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

Northwest Region Choral Evensong 

Consider joining the Northwest Parish Musicians for a candlelit choral Evensong 

on Sunday, June 2 from 7:30-8:30 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington.  If 

you would like to sing in the choir for this service, please email Jerry Davidson at 

jfd112@gmail.com. 

The next Northwest Parish Musicians Luncheon will be on Sunday, June 30 from 1

-3 pm and will likely be hosted by St. John's in Waterbury.  Please bring your 

calendars to this gathering, as we will look at the 2019-2020 program year to lay a 

foundation for collaborative musical events in the Northwest Region. 

Finally, click here to check out ECCT's blog post, "Meet Jerry Davidson: Never 

mess with the Holy Spirit."  A quote from the interview: 

Singing hymns together, for Jerry, is beyond just a pleasant communal  

Which apostle was criticized by his peers with the words: "You 

went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them?" 

Acts 11:1-3 NIV  

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:jfd112@gmail.com
https://episcopalct.blog/2019/03/18/meet-jerry-davidson-never-mess-with-the-holy-spirit/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+11:1-3&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Making All Things New 
 

 Acts 11:1-18 

I n this reading from the story of the early church, followers of Jesus living in 
Judea and Jerusalem are astonished to learn of the conversion of Gentiles as 

Peter tells them of his heavenly vision and how the Holy Spirit fell upon 
the new believers.  The vision helped Peter understand that the 
observance of food laws and the like was not essential for discipleship. 
 Psalm 148 

The whole of creation and all peoples join together in praise of the 
Lord. 
 Revelation 21:1-6 

In this lesson John the Seer has a vision of the renewal of all creation 
and of the new Jerusalem as the city in which God will abide with 
redeemed humanity.  The old order has passed away and death is no 
more, neither pain nor the causes of distress and sadness.  Christ in 
victory, the Alpha and the Omega, promises living water to any who 
thirst. 
 John 13:31-35 

In our gospel lesson Jesus speaks to his disciples on the night that he 
is to be betrayed and handed over to death.  Yet his dying as the Son of 
Man will also be the way that God is glorified - both because of Jesus’ sacrifice on 
behalf of others and because of his resurrection and victory over the power of death.  
Jesus’ disciples will now be known by their following of his new commandment - that 
they love one another with the same sacrificial love he has shown them. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

T he Lord is YOUR Shepherd.  To replay all our 
sermons, audio and videos follow this link for the 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as 
well. 

 

 

John 13:31-35 

There are at least two 

challenges in Jesus' 

commandment, "Love one 

another as I have loved you."  

One is to deeply and 

correctly discern how Jesus 

loves.  And the other is to let 

the "you" be "me." - "I love 

you as Jesus loves me." 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster5_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. James’, New Haven; St. John’s, New Haven; St. 
Luke’s, New Haven. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Companions in Mission for Publishing & 
Communication, Education for Ministry leaders and 
students. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, 
Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, and Peter 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania; the people of Malta; The Diocese of 
Aba (Nigeria) The Rt Revd Christian Ugwuzor (Diocesan Bishop); and our sister and 
brother members of the Convention of Philippine Baptist Churches. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of May. 
.....Siebert Insurance of Connecticut, Danbury, a marketplace 
supporter of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Those About To Be Baptized. 
.....That we have the courage to love someone we don’t like, we 
don’t know or doesn’t look like us. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces 
some difficult issues. 
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her 
parents, Patricia and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Abandoned 
 

   They say love is blind.  
Sometimes the Father's love 
doesn’t look the way we 
expect.  Sometimes He feels 
distant.  But does that mean 
He’s abandoned us?  

PB  Easter MEssage 

https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnewhaven/
http://www.stjohnsnewhaven.org/
https://www.stlukeschurchnewhaven.com/
https://www.stlukeschurchnewhaven.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mauritania
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malta
http://www.eacinet.org/cpbc.php
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
https://www.seibertinsurance.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/baptize.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrOoJ_iEWoE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrOoJ_iEWoE
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know … that Charles Darwin 

contributed funds to the building of New 

Zealand's oldest surviving church 

(pictured)?  

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Darwin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Church,_Russell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Church,_Russell

