
   

 

 †  Be Obedient, Be Bold, Be in Love 
 

 

So he went in and out among them 

in Jerusalem, speaking boldly 

in the name of the Lord.  

Acts 9:28 

 

 

      Hello Faithful Friends! 

 

A s you know, we are called to share the name and love of Jesus 

both within and Beyond the Red Door of our safely shepherded 

pasture. 
 

Did you know there are many, many ways to do this?  And one fun 

way is happening this weekend.  We have a wonderful opportunity to 

love as Jesus does on Sunday at our “Free 4 All” Memorial Day 

Outreach event – right on our own front lawn! 

Sometimes, you only need to go five feet Beyond the Red Door to do 

His work! 

Invite your friends, neighbors and family to enjoy fun, food and 

friendship with you and all of us on our lawn – who knows what the 

outcome will be … only God does.  We only need to be faithful and 

obedient to His promptings.  So, you know that person God has placed 

on your heart and you have been meaning to reach out to … well, this 

just might be the opportunity! 

Be obedient,  be bold, be in love, 

Mary Perry, Warden 
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†  The Spectacle   

by John Tuthill 

"...those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 
Revelation 21:27 (ESV) 

 

T 
he words we hear on Sundays just at the moment when the bread is broken 
always seem to be exactly backwards to me: "Christ our Passover is Sacrificed 
for Us."  Really now.  Should that not be exactly the other way around?  After all 

of these years hearing these words said about the bread, it is mystifying and staggering to 
hear that it was God that sacrificed for us.  As Father Joe pointed out in the sermon last 
Sunday, our faith is in God Who came down for us rather than a faith in our own striving to 

get to God. 
 This Sunday we will 
hear from the Book of 
Revelation about a 
glimpse of what it will be 
like to be with our Lord 
forever.  People often 
think of there being 
"pearly gates" 
surrounding the city 
where God's people will 
live with Him.  In 
Matthew's Gospel, there 
is a two-verse parable that 
Jesus gave us about a 
pearl purchased at a great 
price.  It could be easy to 
misunderstand and to 
think that the most highly 
prized pearl might be 
Christ, and the sinner 
paying with sacrifice to 
get to Jesus at all costs.  
But what would any 
sinner have to pay with in 
exchange for Jesus?  No, 

outrageously, it is just the other way around!  The merchant who bought the pearl in the 
parable was our Lord Jesus Christ, and the pearl is His bride, the church.  A pearl forms 
when an irritation of sand gets inside an oyster's shell and the animal completely surrounds 
that impurity with a substance which forms a precious gem.  Of course, this is what Jesus 
has done: by His wounds we are healed and for our sins He was bruised, all on the cross and 
in our place to make sinners His perfect gem to His everlasting glory.  In Ephesians 2:7 Paul 
wrote that God raises us up with Christ so that in all ages to come He may show us off for 
the "surpassing riches of His grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus."  In other words, 
we are now and forever a 
spectacle to be seen by all 
the company in heaven.  
They will point and say, 
"See that one over there?  
That one deserved hell 
for all eternity, but the 
Lord Jesus died and rose 
again for that one there - 
the greatest cost possible 
to pay the way to be here.  
Look what Jesus did for 
that sinner! 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 23 - 7:30 pm - Finance Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, May 25 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, May 26 -   
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  1:00 pm - Memorial Day Outreach 
Mon, May 27 -     
 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, May 28 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, May 29 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
Thu, May 30 -   
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, June   1 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, June   2 -   
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Holy City  
 

Acts 16:9-15 • Psalm 67 • Rev. 21:10, 22-22:5 • John 14:23-29 
 

H 
igher than the peak of the great mountain, a city appears, coming down from 
heaven (Rev. 21:10).  There is no temple, for “they will see his face and his 
name will be on their forehead” (Rev. 22:4).  There is no sun or moon; “the 

glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb” (Rev. 21:23).  There is no hyper-
nationalism; “the nations will walk in its light” (Rev. 21:24).  There is nothing of treasure or 
culture that is not shared for the good of all; “the kings of the earth will bring their glory 
into it. … People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations” (Rev. 21:24,26); 
There is no poison in the water; “the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal” (Rev. 22:1).  Food is free and plentiful; “On either side of the river is the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month” (Rev. 22:2).  Health care is not 

affordable because it is 
unnecessary; “the leaves of the trees 
are for the healing of the 
nations” (Rev. 22:2). 
 This is the Lord’s doing.  “His 
face shines upon us” (Ps. 67:1).  
God’s will is done on earth as in 
heaven; “your ways may be known 
to us” (Ps. 67:2).  The people of the 
world live in equity and the earth 
yields its increase.  All this, the 
Lord’s doing, is visible only to the 
eyes of faith, the persistence of 
hope, and the yearning of love.  Do 
we want this?  Do we want to be 
made well (John 5:6)? 
 In the end, whether we want or 
do not want, God will do what he 

will do.  In the meantime, however, God wants us to see a vision worth living for, wants us 
to love what he commands because it is only for our good.  “Those who love me will keep 
my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 
them” (John 14:23).  The Father and the Son and the Spirit making a home in the heart of 
each person and in the shared life of persons is God staking a divine claim, setting up a 
kingdom in miniature, which will come in its finality at a time we cannot know.  Waiting, 
we have a measure of the mystery we await.  The peace of Christ is here (John 14:27).  
Jesus says, “I am coming to you” (John 14:28).  Do we want Jesus here, in his love and 
peace and justice and power? 

Perhaps we do not.  Consider the news and entertainment and how often they are nearly 
the same.  Intense excitement, danger, thrills, attacks, explosions, suspense, vitriol, betrayal, 
murder, war, and fear in all its forms get the blood going and the money flowing.  Virtue 
often is slow and methodic, calm and repetitive.  Consider: Bless the Lord, pluck the fruit, 
drink from the living river, rub the leaves on your dry skin, watch and love the people with 
their honor and glory, bask in living light, be at peace, keep the word, walk humbly.  Where 
is the thrill, that is, where is the cheap thrill? 

The Lord opened the heart of a woman named Lydia.  She and her household were 
baptized, and she said to Paul, “Come and stay at my home” (Acts 16:15).  No doubt, a holy 
city was being built, though secretly, when “she prevailed upon us.”  She and her household, 
Paul and his companions, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are together one home, one city, 
world without end. 

 

Look It Up 
Read John 14:27 and Acts 16:14. 
 

Think About It  
Together they say, “Let not your hearts be troubled. Let them be opened.” 
     - from The Living Church, 2016 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=425478261
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=425478309
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

K aren Greeley celebrates tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day for 

Jennifer Zambello.  Gail Winkley will be blowing out candles on 

Monday.  George McKenna will be opening presents on Tuesday.  Debra 

Delaventura will be another year older and wiser on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 

 

†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“...do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” 
John 14:27 

O ur limited human understanding cannot begin to 

understand the immense power of God.  Instead of 

trusting in God, we think we can control every outcome.  Do 

you want to make God laugh?  Tell Him your plans.  The next 

time worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, thank God for all He has 

given you and trust.  He has a better plan for you. 

 

Who was the woman who was a dealer of purple cloth in Thyatira, and 

invited Paul to stay in her home? 

a) Dorcas    

b) Lydia    

c) Mary 

Acts 16:14-15 NIV 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+16:14-15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Make God Your Refuge 
 

I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will 
trust.” Psalm 91:2 

by Steve Hemming 
 

I s God truly your refuge?  Is He your shelter?  Is He your protection?  Is He your 
Trust?  Or, is your refuge in someone or something else? 

God is described as our refuge three separate times in Psalm 91.  In addition to the 
scripture above, in verse 4, we can find refuge under the protective covering of His wings.  
When we seek refuge in God alone, He will keep us as the apple of His eye, and hide us 
under the shadow of His wings (Psalm 17:8). 

Although I frequently recite Psalm 91 out 
loud, I recognized something the other day 
that I hadn’t noticed before; a conditional 
promise in verses 9 and 10; “Because you 
have made the Lord, who is my refuge, even 
the Most High, your dwelling place, no evil 
shall befall you, nor shall any plague come 
near your dwelling.”  When we intentionally 
make the Lord our true refuge and habitation, 
the Word assures us that no grave trouble will 
overtake us (Proverb 12:21).  Similarly, 
elsewhere in the same psalm, when we set our 
love upon God, He will deliver us, set us on 
high, answer us when we call upon Him, be 
with us in trouble, and rescue and honor us (v. 
14-15). 

Throughout the Bible, we can find many scriptures where in the security of God’s 
presence, we will find strength in Him and relief from trouble.  Here are five: 

· 2 Samuel 22:3 – “The God of my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the 
horn of my salvation, My stronghold and my refuge; My Savior, You save me from 
violence.” 

· Psalm 9:9 – “The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, A refuge in times of 
trouble.” 

· Psalm 28:8 – “The Lord 
is their strength, And He is 
the saving refuge of His 
anointed.” 
 · Psalm 46:1 – “God is 
our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in 
trouble.” 
 · Psalm 59:16 – “But I 
will sing of Your power; 
Yes, I will sing aloud of 
Your mercy in the 
morning; For You have 
been my defense And 
refuge in the day of my 
trouble.” 
 If you haven’t already 
made the Lord your refuge, 
do so today.  Better yet, 
cry out to the Lord right 
now, and declare, “Lord, 
You are my refuge, my 
portion in the land of the 
living!” (Psalm 142:5). 
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Tomato Fields

†  Saints of God 
  

Thursday, May 23rd 
  

Nicolaus Copernicus and Johannes Kepler 
Astronomers, 1543 

 

B orn in 1473, Nicolaus Copernicus first studied law and 
medicine before serving as a cleric under the direction of his 

uncle, the Bishop of Warmia (in northeastern Poland).  Copernicus 
first set forth his heliocentric theory of astronomy in a small work 
called the Commentariolus, which was not published until 1878.  His 
argument that the sun, rather than the earth, was the center of the 
universe around which the planets rotated was developed fully in his 
1543 opus De Revolutionibus Orbium Caelestium. 

The initial ecclesiastical reaction to his revolutionary theory was 
somewhat muted, but when his thought was further developed by 
Galileo, the religious debate was intensified, and De Revolutionibus 
was placed on the index of banned books.  Copernicus had originally 
dedicated his work to the Pope, and he saw no conflict between his 
theory and the authority of Scripture. 

A mong those chiefly responsible for the solidifying of 
Copernicus’ theories was the German astronomer Johann 

Kepler.  Born nearly a century after Copernicus, Kepler was first 
educated at Tübingen where he received instruction in Copernican 
theory.  His first major work on Copernican astronomy was the 
Mysterium Cosmographicum, in which he believed he had 
demonstrated God’s geometric plan for the universe.  Kepler saw in 
the relation between the sun and the rotating planets the image of 
God himself, and like Copernicus, he saw no conflict between his 
astronomical views and the account of God in the Scriptures.  
Kepler is chiefly known for his discovery of the laws of planetary 
motion, set forth variously in his later works. 
 Though their works were each controversial in their own way, 

Copernicus and Kepler laid the groundwork for modern astronomy. Kepler’s work was even 
influential on Isaac Newton’s theory of universal gravitation.  Both men, through their life’s 
work, testified to the extraordinary presence of God in creation and maintained, in the face 
of both religious and scientific controversy, that science can lead us more deeply into an 
understanding of the workings of the Creator. 

“T he earth has brought forth her 
increase; may God, our own God 

give us his blessing.”  And surely we have 
been blessed with untold riches and 
blessings; may we covenant to return 
generously to God and to serve others in 
his name as a sign of our heartfelt 
gratitude. 

"Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit 

within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh 

and give you a heart of flesh.  Ez 36:26 
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†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about 
their presence in church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always looking 
for people who feel called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact 
Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

Why won't the gates of the New Jerusalem ever be 

shut? 

Revelation 21:23-25 NIV 

†  Hymn Stories 

All Things Bright and Beautiful 
 

Suzanne Byrd 

M rs. Cecil Frances Alexander, born in 1818 in Dublin, Ireland, was the daughter 

and third child of the former Elizabeth Reed and Major John Humphreys of 

Norfolk, land-agent to 4th Earl of Wicklow and later to the 2nd 

Marquess of Abercorn.  The introverted Fanny, as she was known to 

her family and friends, showed interest in poetry and writing, the 

earliest of which first appeared in a family weekly magazine.  She 

was greatly influenced by clergymen like the Rev. D. Walter 

Farquar Hook, who edited and wrote the preface to her first 

publication, Verses for Holy Season (1846). 

John Keble was a proponent of the influential Oxford 

movement and an author of religious verse.  His most important 

collection, The Christian Year, was one of Fanny’s favorites. After 

dedicating her first publication to Keble, the young Fanny 

approached him to write a preface for Hymns for Little Children 

(1848), which included some of her most 

famous hymns such as “All Things Bright and 

Beautiful,” “Once in Royal David’s City” and “There is 

a Green Hill Far Away.” 

 In 1850, Fanny married William Alexander, rector 

of Termonamongan, who later became Bishop of Derry, 

Archbishop of Armagh and primate for all Ireland. The 

couple had two sons and two daughters. Following a 

personal tragedy, Alexander began to write hymns for 

adults, which culminated in her translation of a Gaelic 

poem called “St. Patrick’s Lorica” (or breastplate) into 

the hymn “I bind unto myself today.” 

During her lifetime Alexander was known for her devotion to the poor, mentally 

handicapped, the deaf and the sick. Upon her death in 1895 in Londonderry, the cathedral 

bell began to ring announcing her passing to the city. 

The hymn “All things bright and beautiful,” based on the Apostles’ Creed section, 

“Maker of Heaven and Earth.”  One may find several tunes for this text in hymnals, but 

ROYAL OAK by Martin Shaw (1875-1958) provides a child-like setting that reaches all 

ages. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Revelation+21:23-25&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsUQkY_uFm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BsUQkY_uFm4
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Baptisms & 

1St Communions 
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†  Memorial Day 
 

May 26th 
 

M onday is Memorial Day, a federal holiday commemorating the men and women of 
the United States Armed Forces who died in service.  Although decorating 

soldiers’ graves dates back to ancient times, in the United States, Memorial Day (also 
known as Decoration Day) became an official observance following the Civil War.  In 
1968, Congress moved Memorial Day from May 30 to the last Monday in May. 

 “Perhaps the most recognized symbol of Memorial Day is the red poppy,” 
commented the Rt. Rev. James B. Magness, the Episcopal Church’s Bishop Suffragan for 
the Armed Forces and Federal Ministries. Magness explained that red poppies are worn by 
many “to symbolize their affinity with those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.” 

 After World War I, the poppy became a 
symbol for those who died in trench warfare in the 
poppy fields of Flanders, Belgium.  When American 
poet Moina Michael read John McCrae’s famous 
poem “In Flanders Fields” about the devotion of 
British troops, she was moved to commemorate 
American troops in her 1918 poem “We Shall Keep 
the Faith”: 

“We cherish, too, the poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor led; 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies.” 
— from “We Shall Keep the Faith” by Moina Michael 
 

Prayer for Memorial Day 
By the Rt. Rev. James B. Magness 

L ord God Almighty, whose only Son sought not to preserve his life, but to make the 
ultimate sacrifice so that we might have abundant life, we remember this day the 

personal sacrifices made by many of our fellow citizens in the service of their country.  On 
this day we pause, however briefly, to remember and recall those who gave the last measure 
of their lives for their faith, their country and their fellow compatriots in arms.  The record 
of their courage is in the hands of history and the vestige of their lives is at rest in our 

memories.  Grant that we and all the citizens of this land may have 
the grace to honor their good deeds as in righteousness we strive for 
peace among all the people of God’s creation.  Remembering their 
sacrifice, we rededicate ourselves to the tradition of courage that 
you, our Lord, have instilled in us.  Give us a deep sense of 
reverence for life that is tempered by a passionate desire for justice.  
Continue in us the valor of those who have woven this tradition into 
the fabric of our country.  This we pray in the name of the one God 
who creates, redeems and sustains. Amen. 

Poppies in Sycamore, Ill., May 27, 2013  

(Photo by Earl R. Shumaker) 

Memorial Day flags in Waterfront Park, Portland, 

2010 (Photo by Eddie Coyote) 

†  Ecumenical Council of Jerusalem 

P aul started a firestorm when he began accepting converts into 
the church.  He did not insist that they first become Jews.  The 

conservatives within Christianity saw this as a dangerous break from 
tradition.  In particular they demanded that new conversions be 
accompanied by circumcision--a painful rite in those days before 
anesthetics. 

The turmoil led to what has been called, "the first Ecumenical 
Council."  The meeting probably took several weeks.  We see only 
the start and the end.  Essentially, the liberal wing won the day.  The 
Council sent a letter to gentile Christians approving the new policy.  
It provoked great joy and a wave of new conversions. 
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†  Israel, God’s Chosen Land  

†  The Color Purple   
 

T his Sunday’s lesson from Acts 16 speaks of Lydia, a dealer in 
purple cloth.  On a recent trip to Israel we visited Nazareth 

Village, a recreation of life and farming in a Galilean village as it was 
2,000 years ago in the time of Jesus.  During our visit, we had the 
opportunity to see a demonstration by a village woman weaving sheep 
wool for yarn.  She explained about the process of coloring the yarn by 
natural products and the color purple was mentioned triggering interest in 
its’ importance and its’ source. 

The color is derived from the purple fish, a species of shell fish or mussel and its’ 
species was relatively rare making the purple dye quite valuable and Lydia, to whom Paul 
preached, was a seller of purple or fabric dyed in purple. 

 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed 
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had 
gathered there.  A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was 
listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.  
The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 
 The color purple is associated with royalty and status.  It was found in the 
materials used for construction of the Tabernacle and Temple.  In the Bible 
purple also speaks of corruption and the corrupting influence of riches.  Jesus 
was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of His claim to be the 
promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David. 
Lydia of Thyatira is regarded as the first documented convert to Christianity in 

Europe and several Christian denominations have designated her a saint. 

 Related Symbols 
 The curtains in the Tabernacle had purple thread used in their construction.  In this context the 
purple represents the royalty and Kingship of God.  The curtain itself symbolizes the separation of man 
from the most Holy things associated with God.     "...the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I 
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent curtains." 
2 Samuel 7:2 
 Purple is also associated with riches and finery, for example in the 
parable that Jesus told of a rich man: "There was a certain rich man who 
was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day." 
Luke 16:19 
 Purple speaks of the corruption and corrupting influence of riches.     
"The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold 
and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup full of 
abominations and the filthiness of her fornication." Rev 17:4 
 Jesus was clothed in purple as a sign of royalty, but in mockery of 
His claim to be the promised Messiah and heir to the throne of David.     
"And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, 
put it on His head, ...And when they had mocked Him, they took the 
purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him." Mark 15:17&20 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
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†  I Am Going Away 
 

A t the Last Supper Jesus announced 

that he was "going away."  The 

Church interprets this as a reference to the 

Ascension.  Where, exactly, did Jesus go and 

why?  The people of the Middle East took 

things literally.  They believed that heaven 

was somewhere beyond the sky--which they 

thought was a dome above the earth.  Jesus 

did not come to teach astronomy, so he rose 

up into the sky as a way of saying that he was 

going to something "greater."   

Why did he leave?  He was probably 

teaching that his followers should no longer look for physical apparitions.  He would remain 

spiritually with them through his Holy Spirit.  This would force the disciples to begin their 

mission to "go out to all the world and preach the good news." 

†  Saturday Morning Men’s Prayer Breakfast & Bible Study 
 

M any, many years ago our church had a renewal weekend, our second one if I 
remember correctly.  As a result of this experience of spiritual renewal three men 

decided that we had to have a men’s study group.  They went to the Methodist Church in 
New Fairfield to see how their men’s group operated.  The result, they formed a group here 
at Saint Paul’s that has lasted almost forty years.  In the process, one of the members John 
Beck started sharing some thoughts on scripture.  In the process, men from other churches 
were joining the group.  In time the leadership of the group passed to Joe Secola, a Roman 
Catholic, a lawyer, a man who loved the Lord and is well versed in Holy Scripture. 

Joe was a faithful leader of the group for about 25 years (my guess).  On Friday, May 17 
we had a going away lunch for Joe as he is moving to Texas.  He will certainly be missed, 
that is his “person” will be missed because the plan is to continue his teaching via the 
internet.  It seems to work very well.  We can see Joe on the computer screen and with an 
additional amplifier we can all hear him and talk to him as if he is right there with us.  The 
last time he was in Texas we tried this method and it worked very well. 

As a personal testimony I have really appreciated the focus he has as a lawyer and as a 
Christian.  We are living in rather turbulent times and it is helpful, at least to me, to see how 
the Lord has His hand on these United States.  It is good to know that his high-quality 
teaching will continue.  Of course, all men are welcome to join us on Saturday mornings at 
7:30 am.  In all this time, we have never missed a meeting. 

Jesus is Lord! 
George Crocker + 
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†  Men’s Bible Study 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 26th 8 am    Chris MacMillan10:30 am  Parade 
June 2nd 8 am   Joyce Sarver  10:30 am Dot Crocker 
June 9th 8 am   Wanmzer’s  10:30 am  Amy Boyce 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

N ext week our Men’s Bible Study, under the leadership of Jay Trott, has 

begun an exciting new session on the Book of Daniel.  They meet each 

Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  And, yes, they 

are meeting this Monday, Memorial Day!  All the studies 

are available live and archived on our YouTube channel. 

 

† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

F ather's Day is June 16.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on 
the altar in loving memory of a father, please make your 

check payable to Saint Paul's Church with the name or names of 
those to be remembered written on the memo line.  All memorials 
are due June 9th.  Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203
-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All the gentlemen 
worshiping with us on Father's Day will receive a boutonniere.  

W hy was there no sun or moon for 

light necessary in the New 

Jerusalem? 

Revelation 21:23-24 NIV 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Revelation+21:23-24&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Model of a city, detail from church altarpiece  
1482 

Crivelli, Carlo, 15th cent.  
Pinacoteca di Brera, Milan, Italy 

 

C arlo Crivelli (Venice 1430? – Ascoli 
Piceno 1495) was an Italian 

Renaissance painter of conservative Late 
Gothic decorative sensibility.  He painted in 
tempera only, despite the increasing 
popularity of oil painting during his lifetime, 
and on panels, though some of his paintings 
have been transferred to canvas.  His 
predilection for decoratively punched gilded 
backgrounds is one of the marks of this 
conservative taste, in part imposed by his 
patrons.  Of his early polyptychs, only one, 
the altarpiece from Ascoli Piceno, survives in 
its entirety in its original frame.  All the others 
have been disassembled and their panels and 
predella scenes are divided among several 
museums. 
 His urban settings are jewel-like and full 
of elaborate allegorical detail.   
Commissioned by the Franciscans and 
Dominicans of Ascoli, Crivelli's work is 
exclusively religious in nature.  His paintings 
consist largely of Madonna and Child images, 
Pietà, and the altarpieces known as 
polyptychs that were increasingly 
unfashionable.  Parallels between actual towns 
and the Heavenly Jerusalem were frequent 
during this time period.  His work attracted 
numerous prestigious commissions and must 
have appealed to the taste of his patrons. 

†  The Holy City 

Both this week and last week’s Epistle readings from Revelation speak 

of “the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven.”  

Anyone who has traveled with us to Israel will tell you one of the most 

emotional parts of the trip is the arrival to Jerusalem.  As the bus comes 

up from the Jordan River valley we go through a traffic tunnel and 

suddenly the city appears in front of you.  As the bus makes its final 

approach the hymn “Thy Holy City” sung by John Starnes is played 

over the audio system.  Hopefully some day, you can join us and 

experience it yourself. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Venice
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascoli_Piceno
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascoli_Piceno
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Renaissance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tempera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oil_painting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfer_of_panel_paintings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyptych
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predella
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franciscans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominican_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madonna_%28art%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piet%C3%A0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyptych
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2rpa0Cso3I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2rpa0Cso3I
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†  You Can Help  

T he second Saturday of each month a group from St. 
Paul’s volunteers at the Jericho Food & Clothing 

Pantry on Spring Street in Danbury.  Please consider 
signing up by emailing Laurie DoBosh 
ldobosh@tcco.com.  The pantry is also looking for 
donations of reusable grocery bags and plastic bags for 
the clients to put their food in.  We are also looking for 
coloring books and crayons for the children who come 
with their parents to the pantry (gently used is accepted) 
and travel size toiletries you usually find at hotels are also 

  †  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began on 
Sunday, May 5th.   

 Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry 
supporting women during unplanned 
pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance 
for the care of the newborn, such as cribs, 

clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline 
offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 

performed on newly pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn 
trained physician.  They offer post-
abortion counseling to women of any 
age. 
 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through 
its annual “Change for Change” Baby 
Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles 
at the back of the church and in Crocker 
Hall that we ask you to please fill with 
your loose change and bills and return them on June 9th.  
Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with 
“Hopeline” in the memo line. 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and 
by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well. 

mailto:ldobosh@tcco.com
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†  Pray It Up 

 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card 
from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request 
for one week.  How comforting to know that your request is being 
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 
just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d 
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  It’s Time for 
Another Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join Fr. Joe and Tara this 
year as we are going to 

England and Scotland (with 
an optional Ireland 

extension) and we’ll explore 
our Anglican roots and the 
beginnings of the Episcopal 
Church.  We’ll see all the 

top sites in London, 
Stonehenge, Oxford, 

Cambridge, Canterbury and 
York before heading to 

Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 
Scotland.  This trip is 

loaded with extras. 
Pick up a brochure at coffee 
hour this week or click here. 

†  Stonehenge 

S tonehenge is the world’s most famous stone circle, visited by more than a million 

people per year, plus our band of travelers.  It stands as an icon for all that is 

mysterious and awe-inspiring about humanity’s prehistoric past.  It was built in several 

stages: the first monument was an early henge monument, built about 5,000 years ago, and 

the unique stone circle was erected in the late Neolithic period about 2500 BC.  In the early 

Bronze Age many burial mounds were built nearby.  We’ll walk in the footsteps of our 

Neolithic ancestors at Stonehenge – one of the wonders of the world.  We’ll explore the 

ancient landscape on foot and step inside the Neolithic Houses to discover the tools and 

objects of everyday Neolithic life.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/england/southwest-england/stonehenge
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/england/southwest-england/stonehenge
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Hyena Den 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

 

 

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 
Sunday, July 

28 - Noon 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically 

from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

Northwest Region Choral Evensong 

Consider joining the Northwest Parish Musicians for a candlelit choral Evensong 

on Sunday, June 2 from 7:30-8:30 pm at Trinity Episcopal Church in Torrington.  If 

you would like to sing in the choir for this service, please email Jerry Davidson at 

jfd112@gmail.com. 

The next Northwest Parish Musicians Luncheon will be on Sunday, June 30 from 1

-3 pm and will likely be hosted by St. John's in Waterbury.  Please bring your 

calendars to this gathering, as we will look at the 2019-2020 program year to lay a 

foundation for collaborative musical events in the Northwest Region. 

Finally, click here to check out ECCT's blog post, "Meet Jerry Davidson: Never 

mess with the Holy Spirit."  A quote from the interview: 

Singing hymns together, for Jerry, is beyond just a pleasant communal  

Which apostle was criticized by his peers with the words: "You 

went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with them?" 

Acts 11:1-3 NIV  

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:jfd112@gmail.com
https://episcopalct.blog/2019/03/18/meet-jerry-davidson-never-mess-with-the-holy-spirit/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+11:1-3&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Assurance and Empowerment 
 

 Acts 16:9-15 

I n this reading from the story of the early church Paul and his companions are 
called by a vision to journey to Macedonia and the city of Philippi, where a 

merchant named Lydia responds to the gospel and is baptized, together 
with her household.  She offers her home to the travelers, and becomes 
an important supporter of their missionary endeavor. 

 Psalm 67 
A prayer for God’s graciousness and saving power, and a bidding of 

praise by all people for God’s justice and bounty. 
 Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5 
In this reading John the Seer presents a vision of the new Jerusalem, 

the paradise of God.  The city has no need of a temple or of a sun or 
moon, for it is enlightened by the very glory of God and the lamp of the 
Lamb, who is Jesus.  It will be a place of purity and abundance for the 
saints.  As in the Garden of Eden, here will be found the river and the 
tree of life. 

 John 14:23-29 
Our gospel tells of Jesus’ promise to his disciples of the coming of the 

Holy Spirit.  Although Jesus will no longer be present physically those 
who continue in his love know his abiding presence, together with that of 
the Father.  The Holy Spirit will be their counselor and bring Jesus’ own 
words to mind.  Jesus shares these things with his followers before they take place, 
and he gives them his peace. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 

M aking All Things New.  To 
replay all our sermons, audio 

and videos follow this link for the Sunday 
Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 
Archives as well. 

 

 

John 14:23-29 
There are probably at least 

3 ways to misunderstand 
John.  One is to treat each 

of: following, loving, and 
abiding; as if they were 

separate and distinct pieces.  
These things are all of a 

whole; you cannot selectively 
choose only one part: "I'll 

have the love of Jesus 
please, but hold the keeping 

the commandments."  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEaster6_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’, 
New Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St. James, New 
London. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Camp Washington: staff, board, counselors, and 
campers. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary DeAnzeris, 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, 
Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, and Peter 
continued healing. 
.....the people of Montenegro; the people of Mexico; The Diocese of Adelaide (Australia) 
The Rt Revd Tim Harris; and our sister and brother members of the National Association of 
Free Will Baptists. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of May. 
.....Ridgefield Supply Company, a marketplace supporter of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....Peace. 
.....The next time worry, anxiety or fear enters our life, that we trust 
that God has a better plan in store for us. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces 
some difficult issues. 
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her 
parents, Patricia and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Lydia - The Woman of Purple 
 

O n our pilgrimage to Turkey & Greece 
in 2015 we traveled to Philiipi, the 

home of Lydia of Thyatira.  We visited the 
site at the Gaggitis River mentioned in our 
1st reading this Sunday from Acts where 
Lydia and her household were baptized, 
making her the first Christian in Greece, and 
the first Christian in Europe. 

PB  Easter MEssage  

http://www.stpaulstjames.org/
http://www.stthomasnewhaven.org/
https://trinitynewhaven.org/
http://www.stjamesnl.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montenegro
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National%20Association%20of%20Free%20Will%20Baptists
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National%20Association%20of%20Free%20Will%20Baptists
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
https://ridgefieldsupply.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/4.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySsY3-XSjtw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ySsY3-XSjtw
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know … that there have 

been a total of 1,001 players whose 

whole Major League 

Baseball career has 

consisted of only one 

game? 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/friv/batters-coffee.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/friv/batters-coffee.shtml

