
   

 

 †  Love… Do Good… Bless… Pray… 
 
 
 

 

“But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, 

bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you.  Do to others as you would have them do to you.”  

Luke 6:27-28, 31 
 
 

Hello Faithful Friends! 
 

A s was introduced to us in last week’s Sword Points, we will 
discuss these four concepts over the coming weeks.  In this 

issue we will concentrate on the first directive that Jesus gave to us 
in our scripture from Luke - to love.    

There are many kinds of love, and there are many individual 
meanings and interpretations.  Jesus reveals to us that love is the 
foundation in which all things stand firm, as Jesus so wonderfully 
demonstrated by His love for us on the cross.  Before we knew 
Jesus, we were his enemy; we were sinners living for ourselves.  
But Jesus demonstrated His perfect ‘agape’ love for us, a love 
without conditions, without underlying motives, and without 
expectation of love in return.  Just simple and pure love.  As 
believers we are called to love not only those who love us, but also 
to love those that we consider our enemies, and to love them as 
Jesus loved us.    

How is this possible, to love our enemies?  It must start with the 
power of Jesus’ love for us and the power that this love brings to 
our lives.  Love is not just an emotional affection for someone, but 
it is an act of one’s will, a conscious effort to overcome all of life’s 
challenges and disappointments that arise between human beings.  
Loving our enemies means acting in their best interests.  Helping 
them when they are in need.  Praying for them and serving them 
even when it goes against our ‘common sense’.  Knowing that 
Jesus created and loves our enemies as much as He loves you and 
me.  We need to search out that part of Jesus within everyone we 
encounter. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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†  Our Active Defender   

by John Tuthill 

Rise.  Let us go from here. 
 John 14:31 (English Standard Version) 

 

T 
his Sunday is "Pentecost Sunday"!  The gospel reading 
we will hear is from John 14:8-17, 25-27.  God the Holy 
Spirit is very much talked about by our Lord Jesus during 

this account of His "Last Supper" on the night that He was 
betrayed.  In fact, all of the readings this week have a magnificent 
and a more-than-usual focus on our Advocate (John 14:26), 
which is God the Holy Spirit.  Who is God the Holy Spirit?  He 
is described in words very familiar in the Nicene Creed.  As we 
say together each week: the Holy Spirit is "...the Lord, the Giver 
of Life, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son."  And, 
"With the Father and the Son, He is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets."  Overly familiar words, 
maybe, but always worth fresh consideration and now just in 
time for Pentecost. 
 In the gospel, Jesus looked directly at each of the Disciples 
which he now called "friends" (John 15:15).  He graciously 
answered their questions by saying: "If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments (John 14:15 ESV).  Often we hear 
that word "keep" Jesus uses as meaning "obey."  And, 
certainly obey is what we should do!  But, an additional 
sense of "keep" can mean to "treasure," to guard carefully, 
and, to cherish as a most highly valued possession.  An 
example of "keep" with this meaning was in a reading we 

had a short while ago.  The wine steward at the Cana Wedding said to the 
bridegroom, "...you have KEPT the good wine until now!" (John 2:10).  In this light, 
perhaps an even higher priority in a walk with Jesus is not only to "obey, but to RECEIVE 
the Word.  To keep it in this sense is what makes obedience possible to begin with.  The 
Word comes and we do not lose it.  Instead, we "keep" the Word, cherishing it in ourselves 
and carefully guarding it in us always.  Jesus said in John 14 verses 16 and 26 that the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, June   6 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, June   8 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, June   9 - The Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (FaceBook Live) 
Mon, June 10 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
Tue, June 11   St. Barnabas, Apostle 
- - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
Wed, June 12 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
  7:00 pm - Staff Meeting, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting, Guild Room 
Thu, June 13 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, June 15 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, June 16 -  
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (FaceBook Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (FaceBook Live) 

"Advocate," the Holy Spirit" is sent by the Father 
in Jesus' name.  In this sense, He is like our all-
knowing lead defense attorney at the trial of our 
lives.  He's the One in our corner.  The Holy 
Spirit knows the complete truth of our sin, yes, 
and he does convict us of that truth (see John 
16:7-11).  BUT, God the Holy Spirit at the very 
same time is always and perfectly pleading our 
case!  He is our "Advocate" (as we see in Isaiah 
11:2, John 14:6, 15:26 &16:7).  What greater 
encouragement could we have?  The Word of 
God and the Spirit of God working 
together create belief and trust 
in us.  More than only 
allowing us to walk 
around with 
warm 

fuzzy feelings of comfort that comes and goes, we 
have God Himself as our Advocate.  Because of 
this, Jesus says to us now and also on the last day 
exactly what He said to His friends at the end of 
supper: "Rise! Let us go from here." 

             Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 2) Our Active Defender  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield
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†  A Second Chance 
 

“If you fail under pressure, your strength is too small.” Proverbs 24:10 
by Steve Hemming 

 

I 
 blew it.  I panicked, stumbled, and fell.  Most disappointingly, I did not exemplify 
the traits of one who believes in the Lord. 
Recently, when we previewed President Laurie Leshin’s PowerPoint (PPT) 

presentation, in preparation of her address to WPI Alumni the next morning, the embedded 
videos broke-up and looked “jittery” on the screens.  What had transpired was the 
realization of my worst nightmare, for in 
anticipation of the potential of this very exact 
problem happening, I had requested a few 
months ago that an external Audio/Visual 
company be contracted to run the technical 
aspects of this most important presentation.  My 
request was denied. 

So, when the break-up of video images 
manifested in the manner I had dreaded, I did 
not approach the dilemma by faith.  Instead, in 
the flesh I freaked-out, and complained and 
grumbled to the representative from the President’s Office who gave me the presentation to 
view in advance.  My bad reaction and poor behavior did not give my client confidence the 
presentation would run through without a hitch and worse yet, I did not represent my Lord 
and Savior Jesus, well at all. 

Thankfully, with the help of a colleague I was able to rectify the problem with the videos 
in the presentation, but I still felt down and defeated because of the lack of faith I had 
exhibited.  When I got home, I got on my knees and confessed my sin to the Lord.  
Although I knew the Lord forgave me, I didn’t sleep well, because I was apprehensive that I 
would still encounter technical difficulties during the president’s presentation. 

When I awoke this morning, despite the lack of decent rest, I determined in my heart to 
have a better experience and outcome then I had yesterday with regards to the PPT 
presentation.  I sought the Lord for help, and asked Him for a second chance; an opportunity 
for redemption.  He responded by directing me to Isaiah 41:10; “Fear not, for I am with you; 
Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you.  I will 
uphold you with My righteous right hand.” 

I arrived early at work, confident in the Lord, and determined to approach anything that 
came my way by faith, and not fear.  I ran through the presentation several times, and 
double-checked the equipment and cabling to make sure everything was working as 
expected.  When the president arrived, she asked me to make a particular adjustment to one 

of her PPT slides that I had not done before.  In order for me to 
modify Laurie’s presentation without the attendees in the room 
seeing it in advance, I had to disconnect the computer from the 
projection, which wasn’t advisable, given the small chance the 
three projectors wouldn’t recalibrate to their original setting. 
 Rather than shrinking back in fear, I recognized this was the 
second chance that I had asked the Lord for.  He gave me the 
wisdom and confidence I needed to make the adjustment to the 
presentation and reconnect the laptop to the projectors.  The 
president’s presentation ran flawlessly and was well received by all 
the WPI alumni in attendance.  Laurie thanked me for making the 
last-minute alteration, and I in turn, gave thanks to the Lord for 
being my very present help in time of trouble (Psalm 46:1). 
I may have faltered as a result of my lack of faith, but the day of the 

presentation the Lord helped me rise to the occasion.  We will never be utterly cast down, 
for the Lord will uphold us with His hand (Psalm 37:24).  And no matter how many times 
we fall, the Lord is faithful, and will always help us to get back up (Proverbs 24:16). 

Thank you, Lord, for redeeming me.  All praise, honor, and glory to you, my God and 
King! 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 

everything and remind you of all that I told you.” 

John 14:26 

  

T he materialism of our society lures us to 

concentrate more on what we want than on 

what God wants for us.  The relativism of our world 

tells us that we should be tolerant of all things, that there 

is no absolute truth.  Pray to the Holy Spirit to put the 

right words in our mouths when challenged about our 

faith. 

So, I ask you to challenge yourself right 
now.  Think of that one person that you might 
consider your enemy.  Think of just one small 
act of love that you can do for that person this 
week.  Do it without expectation or even 
positive results in mind.  Do it because Jesus 
asks you to do it.  I am expectant and excited 
to hear of the ways that Jesus worked in all of 
our lives.  Blessings on your journey!   

 
David Williams, Warden 

(Continued from page 1) Love 

Hearts to Hands Need 
  

D river needed to bring a parishioner on 

Sunday, June 9th and/or other Sundays 

(1x month unless 5 weeks in month). 

Parishioner  needs to be in New Milford by 

10:30 and will need to be picked up at 12:15 

p.m. and brought back to Brookfield. 

If you can only do one half of the trip, that 

is fine, we will find someone for the other half. 

If the member needs to arrive to New Milford 

earlier, that is fine too. 

Contact Dot Crocker to assist or for more info: 

dorothy.crocker@boehringer-ingelheim.com.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

It was _____ time of the morning when Peter stood up to explain to the 

witnesses the events of Pentecost. 

Acts 2:14-15 NIV 

mailto:dorothy.crocker@boehringer-ingelheim.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+2:14-15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Ordinary Disciples  
 

Acts 2:1-21 • Psalm 104:25-35, 37 • Romans 8:14-17 • John 14:8-17, 25-27 
 

G 
ripped by the character sketches in “The Custom House” by Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, an introduction to The Scarlet Letter, I notice aspects of the one 
room and many tongues mentioned in Acts 2. 

What is the Catholic Church?  Behold.  In the custom house of a port, we meet a ship 
master, his owner, the smart young clerk, the outward-bound sailor: a going out and coming 
in of all sorts and conditions of sea-worn humanity.  Inside, the custom house is operated by 
“a row of venerable figures, sitting in old-fashioned chairs, which were tipped on their hind 
legs against the wall.  Oftentimes they were asleep, but occasionally might be heard talking 

together, in voices between speech and a snore, 
and with that lack of energy that distinguished 
the occupants of alms-houses.” 
 For my exegetical purposes, I take slight 
issue with this remark: “These old gentlemen - 
seated, like Matthew, at the receipt of customs, 
but not very liable to be summoned then, like 
him, for apostolic errands - were Custom House 
officers.”  In the story they must stay where they 
are; in the story of faith, however, such persons 
are often called forth. 
 Is this not a picture of the Church?  “Cluster 
all these individuals together, as they sometimes 
were, with other miscellaneous ones to diversify 
the group, and, for the time being, it made the 

Custom-House a stirring scene.”  And, as each of these characters had, as the author admits, 
“good traits,” it is within theological reason to place a tongue of fire upon each of their 
heads.  To be sure, their prophetic utterances were nothing more than “the several 
thousandth repetition of all sea-stories, and moldy jokes that had grown to be passwords 
among them.”  Still, knowing that Jesus called fishermen, do we not see an image of the 
Church? 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all gathered together in one place.  
And suddenly from heaven there came the sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them” (Acts 2:1-3). 

This common lot of humanity was filled in one place with the one Spirit, and to each 
was given a distinct tongue of flame and a new tongue for new speech.  “And how is it that 
we hear, each of us, in our own native language?” (Acts 2:8).  These were not extraordinary 
people.  These were foolish and all too ordinary human beings whom God deigned to call as 
witnesses to the resurrection. 

Perhaps they continued with their sea stories and parables and well-worn jokes, but they 
would have turned it all to a new purpose.  They were thoroughly in the world but not of it.  
They walked the streets that Jesus walked, and did the things that Jesus did, and suffered in 
union with him, and lived in hope of the resurrection. 

Who are the disciples of Jesus Christ?  They are scholars and prophets and teachers and 
healers and persons of renown and skill.  There are also sea-worn men and prostitutes and 
the downcast of every kind.  What of us?  We should presume that we are low.  “Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, … to the 
point of death - even death on a cross” (Phil. 2:5-8).  To the humble and the worn, the weary 
and hungry, the unrighteous and ungodly, the Spirit of God rushes and flickers with new 
life. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Romans 8:14-17. 
 

Think About It  
Here is a Spirit of flame and adoption.      - from The Living Church, 2016 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A14-17&version=NRSV
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

†  The Holy Spirit Has Arrived 

 

The sound of a "violent wind" from heaven, tongues of fire resting atop each of Jesus' 

followers, speaking in languages unknown to the speakers (but not the 

hearers) - this all takes place as described in a featured reading this 

Pentecost Sunday. 

The Holy Spirit has arrived (understatement alert.) 

Peter steps up, rather amazingly, and reminds the crowd that 

none of this is unexpected. Peter quotes directly from the prophet 

Joel by way of showing all of this is a fulfillment - not a 

befuddlement. 

At our weekly men's Bible study led by Father Joe, the Holy 

Spirit was discussed in even more new and surprising ways, at least to 

me.  Many are familiar with the "Seven Fruits of the Spirit" listed 

elsewhere in the New Testament; love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness (Galatians 5:22-23).  Perhaps less-well-known, at least to me, are the 

"Seven Gifts of the Spirit" found in the Old Testament; ("The Spirit of the Lord will rest on 

him" (as in the tongues of flame at Pentecost!), the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 

Lord" (Isaiah 11:2). 

Thanks be to God - He makes all things new! 

"And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love 

and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the 

Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen." 

-Post communion prayer, page 366, Book of Common Prayer (1979) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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Tomato Fields

†  Saints of God 
  

Thursday, June  6th 
  

Ini Kopuria 
Founder of the Melanesian Brotherhood, 1945 

 

I ni Kopuria, the first Elder Brother of the 
Melanesian Brotherhood, was born soon after the 

start of the twentieth century on the island of 
Guadalcanal in the Solomons. 

Ini attended St. Barnabas School on Norfolk Island, 
an institution started by Bishop J. C. Patterson with the 
purpose of training young men to teach their own 
people.  Ini’s daily contact with the Anglican 
Christians at St. Barnabas led to his own developed 
sense of religious calling.  One story about his time 
there relates his strict adherence to a rule of silence 
during Lent, and on one Ash Wednesday, when 
confronted by a teacher who questioned this practice, 
Ini replied by letter, refusing to break his vow.  It was 
then that many around him began to notice his calling 
to a religious vocation. 

Although it was expected that upon leaving school, 
Ini would return to Guadalcanal to teach his own 
people, he surprised everyone by becoming a police 
officer in the Native Armed Constabulary.  Though 
initially unhappy with his role in the police, he earned 
the respect and admiration of his superiors with his dedication and wisdom.  In 1927, after 
he had left the police force, he was asked by the Commissioner to return to the police and go 
to the island of Mala to quiet local unrest.  Ini is said to have remarked, “It would be bad if I 
were to go there with a rifle; I may want to return one day with the Gospel.” 

It was during his recovery from an injury in 1924 that Ini came to the realization that 
only in service to Christ would his life find meaning and fulfillment.  Under the direction of 
his Bishop, John Steward, he took his vows as the first Elder of the Melanesian 
Brotherhood, an Anglican order devoted to the spread of the Gospel among the non-
Christian areas of Melanesia.  The Order, characterized by its vows of simplicity, in this day 
continues its work of peacemaking and includes not only Melanesians, but also Polynesians, 
Filipinos, and Europeans. 

“A ll of them look to you to give them their food in due season.  
You give it to them… you open your hand and they are filled 

with good things.”  How’s 
that for a faithful steward’s 
reason to always and 
everywhere give thanks?  
God gives us everything we 
have - how can we thank 
Him adequately except by 
returning a faithful share of 
all those gifts to Him and to 
others in His name? 
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†  Israel, God’s Chosen Land  

†  The Southern Steps   
 

Highlights of the Southern Steps: 
This is the only surface in Israel that one can be 

certain Jesus and his disciples walked on, as the 
excavated steps served as the entrance to the 
Temple Mount during the time of Jesus. 

Some of the events on the day of Pentecost 
likely occurred here, including the 3,000 baptisms 
(Acts 2-4). 

It is likely that the Southern Gate was the 
“Beautiful Gate” where the lame beggar was healed 
by Peter (Acts 3:1-11). 

More on the Southern Steps: 
The Southern Steps are also referred to as the 

“Teaching Steps” or the “Rabbi Steps” because 
rabbis (including Gamaliel, who taught Paul) would 
teach on these steps. 

There are fifteen stairs at the Southern Steps. 
Some say this is for the 15 Psalms of Ascent (Psalm 
120-134).  Also some claim they differ in width in 

height so that one cannot run up the stairs 
hastily, but must do it soberly and 
thoughtfully. 
 Fifty of Israel’s mikvahs, or ritual 
baths, are located at the base of the 
Southern Steps of the Temple in 
Jerusalem.  This is one of the reasons it is 
believed that the 3,000 baptisms at the day 
of Pentecost 
occurred here. 
 In 1994, 
astronaut Neil 
Armstrong visited 
the Southern 
Steps of the 
Temple in 
Jerusalem: 
 Armstrong 
asked: “So Jesus 

stepped right here?”“That’s right,” answered Ben-Dov.  “I have to 
tell you,” Armstrong said to the Israeli archaeologist, “I am more 
excited stepping on these stones than I was stepping on the moon.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/passage/?q=acts+2;+acts+3;+acts+4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/acts/passage/?q=acts+3:1-11
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/passage/?q=psalm+120;+psalm+121;+psalm+122;+psalm+123;+psalm+124;+psalm+125;+psalm+126;+psalm+127;+psalm+128;+psalm+129;+psalm+130;+psalm+131;+psalm+132;+psalm+133;+psalm+134
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/passage/?q=psalm+120;+psalm+121;+psalm+122;+psalm+123;+psalm+124;+psalm+125;+psalm+126;+psalm+127;+psalm+128;+psalm+129;+psalm+130;+psalm+131;+psalm+132;+psalm+133;+psalm+134
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

Lucas van Leyden 1494 – 1533  

Museum Catharijneconvent, Utrecht  

T riptych with the Descent of the Holy Spirit in the central panel. To the left is the 

Ascension of Christ, and to the right the Assumption of Mary. So in all three panels 

there is traffic between Heaven and Earth. 

To the left, Christ stands in a cloud that will take him to heaven. He has spent forty days 

among his followers after having risen from death. The apostles and Mary watch. 

Ten days later, on Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descends on the apostles and Mary. In this 

panel she is accompanied by two unknown female saints. There are small flames on the 

heads of all people present: the "cloven tongues like as of fire" that would enable them to 

speak "with other tongues". 

The composition of scene in the central panel was copied from a woodcut Albrecht Dürer 

made in 1511. There is extra depth by putting two apostles in the foreground who seem to 

be looking into the scene. 

To the right, Mary is taken up into heaven by her son and his father. The tiny figure on the 

ground is the apostle Thomas. According to a tradition, he was absent when Mary passed 

away and therefore went to her grave to pay his respect - at the exact moment she was taken 

up. She threw her girdle at him. When he told the story, his friends wouldn't believe him - a 

twist to his previous incredulity. 

It is unknown whether Lucas van Leyden himself painted this triptych or that the work 

was done by someone in his surroundings. 

https://www.artbible.info/art/museums/76
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  †  Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign 
 

T he Hopeline Baby Bottle Campaign began 
back on Sunday, May 5th.   

 Hopeline is a Christian-based ministry 
supporting women during unplanned 
pregnancies.  In addition to material assistance 
for the care of the newborn, such as cribs, 

clothing, diapers, and other supplies, Hopeline 
offers counseling, support, and ultrasounds 

performed on newly pregnant women by an Ob-Gyn 
trained physician.  They offer post-
abortion counseling to women of any 
age. 
 St. Paul’s supports Hopeline through 
its annual “Change for Change” Baby 
Bottle Fundraiser.  There are baby bottles 
at the back of the church and in Crocker 
Hall that we ask you to please fill with 
your loose change and bills and return them on June 9th.  
Please Note: Checks should be made out to St. Paul’s with 
“Hopeline” in the memo line. 

 

Tomato Fields

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, June 11th 
 

St. Barnabas, Apostle 

 

“J oseph, a Levite born in Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means 
son of encouragement), sold a field he owned, brought the money, and turned it 

over to the apostles” (Acts 4:36–37).  This first reference in the New Testament to Barnabas 
introduces one whose missionary efforts would cause him to be called, like the Twelve, an 
apostle.  As a Jew of the Dispersion, he had much in common with Paul.  When Paul came 
to Jerusalem after his conversion, the disciples were afraid to 
receive him.  It was Barnabas who brought Paul to the 
apostles, and declared to them how, on the road to 
Damascus, Paul had seen the Lord, and had preached 
boldly in the name of Jesus (Acts 9:27).  Later, 
Barnabas, having settled in Antioch, sent for Paul to 
join him in leading the Christian Church in that city. 

Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in 
Antioch to carry famine relief to the Church in 
Jerusalem.  Upon their return, the Church in Antioch 
sent them on their first missionary journey beginning at 
Cyprus.  At Lystra in Asia Minor, the superstitious 
people took them to be gods, supposing the eloquent 
Paul to be Mercury, the messenger of the gods, and 
Barnabas to be Jupiter, the chief of the gods, a 
testimony to the commanding presence of Barnabas.  
The association of Barnabas and Paul was broken, after 
their journey, by a disagreement about Mark, who had 
left the mission to return to Jerusalem.  After attending the Council of Jerusalem with 
Barnabas, Paul made a return visit to the Churches he and Barnabas had founded in Asia 
Minor.  Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus, where Barnabas is traditionally honored as the 
founder of the Church. 

It seems that Barnabas continued his journeys for the Gospel, because Paul mentions 
him several times in his letters to the Galatians, the Corinthians, and the Colossians.  
Tradition has it that he was martyred at Salamis in Cyprus. 



12  

 

 



 13 

 
COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

June 9th 8 am   Lois Hunt  10:30 am  Amy Boyce 
June 16th 8 am    Wanzer’s   10:30 am  Switzer’s 
June 23rd 8 am   Maier’s   10:30 am Sunday School Picnic 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm 
way makes them feel good 
about their 
presence in 
church.  At 
St. Paul’s, 
we are 
always 
looking for 
people who 
feel called to serve in this 
important ministry.  If you 
are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam 
Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or 
David Szen 

         †  As a Body Is One  
 

T he central point in Paul's teaching is the notion that all of Jesus' 

followers are united.   This is more than a symbolic unity--that 

we are together in a common faith.  Paul believes that there is a real 

physical and mental link between us.  He uses the human body as an 

illustration of this basic thought. 

Your body is a combination of many individual components: hands, 

feet, eyes, bones, etc.  Today, we might compare it with 

a computer that has a monitor, keyboard, central 

processor, modem--all linked together by wires (or even 

wireless).  Each part is harmonized by our brain, or more 

specifically, by our soul.  When the soul leaves the 

body, the individual parts no longer act in harmony. 

 The Holy Spirit is the connecting link in our faith

-body.  He harmonizes our individual gifts for the 

benefit of the whole community. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
mailto:prszen@gmail.com


14  

 
†  Pray It Up 

 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in the 

red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then take a card 
from the bowl either right then or after service.  Pray for that request 
for one week.  How comforting to know that your request is being 
prayed for and that you are praying for someone else’s!  You might 
just be praying for the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d 
prefer - please send your request to St. Paul’s at 

prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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T hough some were amazed concerning the 

men who spoke in tongues on 

Pentecost, what did others think was 

happening? 

Acts 2:12-13 NIV 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

 

E ach week our Men’s Bible Study, currently under the 

leadership of Jay Trott, has an exciting new session on the 

Book of Daniel.  They meet each Monday night at 7 pm in Crocker 

Hall.  All the studies are available live and archived on our YouTube 

channel. 

† Fathers’ Day Memorials 
  

F ather's Day is June 16.  Anyone wishing to have flowers on 
the altar in loving memory of a father, please make your 

check payable to Saint Paul's Church with the name or names of 
those to be remembered written on the memo line.  All memorials 
are due June 9th.  Contact Gail Winkley with any questions at 203
-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.  All the gentlemen 
worshiping with us on Father's Day will receive a boutonniere.  

Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  
So, please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+2:12-13&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
mailto:gailwinkley@yahoo.com
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Hyena Den 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

 

 

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 
Sunday, July 

28 - Noon 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  It’s Time for 
Another Trip 

Get your passports ready.  

Join Fr. Joe and Tara this 
year as we are going to 

England and Scotland (with 
an optional Ireland 

extension) and we’ll explore 
our Anglican roots and the 
beginnings of the Episcopal 
Church.  We’ll see all the 

top sites in London, 
Stonehenge, Oxford, 

Cambridge, Canterbury and 
York before heading to 

Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 
Scotland.  This trip is 

loaded with extras. 
Pick up a brochure at coffee 
hour this week or click here. 

†  Coventry Cathedral 

T oday is the 75 anniversary of the D-Day Invasion that turned the tide of World War 

II.  As an armament center, Coventry was prime target for German bombers.  We’ll 

visit the ruins of St Michael's Cathedral which was largely constructed between the late 14th 

century and early 15th century.  It was bombed almost to destruction during the Coventry 

Blitz of November 14, 1940 by the German Luftwaffe.  Only the 

tower, spire, the outer wall and the bronze effigy and tomb of its first 

bishop, Huyshe Yeatman-Biggs, survived.  Following the bombing 

Provost Richard Howard had the words "Father Forgive" inscribed on 

the wall behind the altar of the ruined building.  The current St 

Michael's Cathedral, built next to the remains of the old, was designed 

by Basil Spence and Arup, built by John 

Laing.  Spence (later knighted for this work) 

insisted that instead of re-building the old 

cathedral it should be kept in ruins as a 

garden of remembrance and that the new 

cathedral should be built alongside, the two 

buildings together effectively forming one 

church. 

Coventry's modernist design caused much 

discussion, but on opening to the public it 

rapidly became a hugely popular symbol of 

reconciliation in post-war Britain.  

The Charred Cross was created after the 

cathedral was bombed during the Coventry 

Blitz of the Second World War.  The 

cathedral stonemason, Jock Forbes, saw two 

wooden beams lying in the shape of a cross 

and tied them together.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically 

from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Not a Dove, Not a Flame, But a Person! 
 

I f you were asked to draw a picture of God the Son, you 

might sketch a young man with long hair and a beard.  If 

you were asked to draw a picture of God the Father, you might 

fashion an image of an older man with white hair.  How would 

you draw a picture of the Holy Spirit?  Most artists have been 

content with using images from the Bible--a dove or a flame.  

Is this adequate? 

Jesus' description of the Holy Spirit is that of a person.  "I 

will ask the Father and he will send you another defender.  

When he comes... he will guide you to all truth" (Jn 15:16; 

16:13).  The best image of the Holy Spirit might be that of the 

Russian Icon by Andrei Rublev, a 15th century artist.  He 

portrays three visitors to Abraham mentioned in Genesis 18.  

They are identical in appearance, though their clothing differs. 

The point is that God the Holy Spirit is a loving, caring and 

beautiful person.  The Holy Spirit should be treated in the 

same way as God the Father and God the Son.  

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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 O ur Daily Bread - Our Daily Bread for June , July & August is 
now available on the table in the back of the church.  Our 

Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation for each day.  

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

P amela Mannion celebrates today!  Friday is the big day for Al 

Chaleski.  Joan Stein will be blowing out candles on Sunday.  Throw a party 

for Austin Williams & Francesca Capodilupo on Monday.  Erin Guglielmo will 

be opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Tongues of Fire 
 

 Acts 2:1-21 

T his lesson tells the story of the Holy Spirit filling the apostles and 
empowering them to share the message of the gospel with people of different 

languages.  Clearly this was a most dramatic moment in the life of the 
early church, an experience described in terms of wind and fire.  From 
this time forward the mighty works of God done in Jesus will be told to 
all the peoples of the earth, crossing barriers of language and culture. 

 Psalm 104:25-35, 37 
This psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed 

by the Lord’s Spirit. 
 Romans 8:14-17 
In this lesson we hear that when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we 

become God’s children and heirs with Christ.  The Spirit makes this 
experience possible by prompting our lips to call upon God as Father 
with the same Aramaic word (Abba) that Jesus used.  This new 
relationship means that we are no longer required to be led by baser 
instincts.  Our heritage is life, while we must also learn to share 
Christ’s sufferings. 

 John 14:8-17, 25-27 
In our gospel Jesus tells his disciples that in him the Father has been 

revealed, and he promises the gift of another Counselor, the Spirit of truth, to be 
with them.  The Lord is speaking with his followers on the night before his death.  
Soon he will be taken away from them, but all that they ask the Father will now grant 
in Jesus’ name.  As they continue to love Jesus and keep his commands, the 
Advocate, the 
indwelling 
Spirit, will lead 
them into 
further truth and 
give them a 
profound peace 
beyond what the 
world can offer. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

T he Well Scratched Hand of God.  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

John 14:8-17,25-27 
Those who are bonded into Jesus 

will know a Truthful Spirit who will 

(Verse 26): "Teach you 

everything; and remind you of all 

that I have said to you."  We, who 

like Philip, have been with Jesus all 

this time, and still do not know him, 

should receive this promise with 

great joy and thanksgiving at 

Jesus' generosity.  We have not 

been left alone. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CPentDay_RCL.html#GOSPEL2
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Zion, North Branford; St. John’s, North Haven; 
St. Andrew’s, Northford; Christ Church, East 
Norwalk. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Those communicating God’s Word, digital 
ministry, online social networks and communities. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Mary 
DeAnzeris, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, 
Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, Doris, Pam, 
and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Kingdom of Norway; the people of El Salvador; The Diocese of 
Algoma (Canada) The Rt Revd Anne Germond; and our sister and brother members of the 
Presbyterian Church of East Africa. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of June. 
.....Amos House, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, which provides transitional 
housing for homeless families with supportive services, helping families become 
independent, housed and self-sufficient.  
.....Our Country. 
.....That we allow the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts and transform our lives. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

What is Pentecost? 
 

T his extensive video 
examines the Christian 

Feast of the Pentecost.  

PB  Easter MEssage   

 

http://www.zionepiscopalchurch.org/
http://www.stjohns-northhaven.org/
http://standrewsnorthford.org/
https://www.christepiscopalnorwalkct.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Salvador
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_of_East_Africa
http://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
amoshouse.org
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/18.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yX-lTO4SA0
https://youtu.be/8yX-lTO4SA0
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

 
No Ticket On Pentecost 

This driver was caught on speed 

cameras - but his identity was hidden by 

the bird's wings spread in flight. 

A light-hearted police statement 

suggested that perhaps "it was no 

coincidence the Holy Spirit" intervened - a 

reference to the dove as a symbol of that 

aspect of God in Christianity. 

"We have understood the sign and 

leave the speeder in peace this time." 

But the officials in Viersen, Germany, 

added: "We hope that the protected 

speeder likewise understands this 'hint 

from above' and drives appropriately in the 

future." 

But since only the car, and not the 

driver, could be identified, he was 

probably spared the $125 fine "thanks to 

the feathered guardian angel with 

seemingly carefully spread wings". 

The Viersen police added that the dove 

should also have been fined for moving so 

fast in the restricted zone. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaylee_Davidson-Olley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/4_%C3%97_100_metres_relay

