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“…Pray for those who abuse you”  
Luke 6:28 

 
 

I n the final command that Jesus makes to us from Luke 6:27-
28, we are commanded to “pray for those who abuse you”.    

Seems like an incredible or even impossible task at times doesn’t 
it?  Jesus seems to command us to be more than we are capable 
of being, however in that stretch to be more than we are – 
probably even more than we think we can ever become – we are 
growing more fully into the life of Christ.  

How might we go about praying for those who abuse us?   
Turn to God when we our enemy abuse us.  Whether small, 

annoying or grievous acts,  turn to Him, ask Him to help in those 
situations. 

Pray for them as you would want to be prayed for.  When 
praying for someone, we should ask for the same things we might  
pray for ourselves.   

Practically – Ask God to help those who hate us and heal their 
hurts that motivate them to act as they do.  See them through eyes 
of mercy.  Pray “forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us”.  Pray them not to be led into temptation 
and to protect them from evil.  Pray that the emotional shackles 
that bind them will loosen and they might experience perfect 
freedom in Jesus.   

By living the commands in Luke 6:27-39, God will begin to 
change our relationships all around us.  As we respond directly to 
God and not to the actions of people that hurt us,  we become 
whole in body, mind and spirit.    So, as Fr. Joe said in his sermon: 
“Let us be bold, confident, and courageous and show the world we 
truly are His disciples.  Let’s live it.  Together”.  Amen.   

 
Mary Perry 
Warden 
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†  Jesus the Good Samaritan   

by John Tuthill 
 

“He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and 
wine on them.  Then he put him on his own animal, 

brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
Luke 10:34 

 

T 
he "Good Samaritan" story will be in our readings this Sunday.  It is found in 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 and it is worthwhile to "ponder anew."  Possibly this is the 
single most famous little illustrative story ever recorded because people 

anywhere with very little or no Bible background knowledge do generally recognize what is 
meant by the words "Good Samaritan."  But, while this certainly is a powerful story to 

encourage Christians to "Go and do likewise" (v. 37) it is 
also a magnificent picture of the entire message of the 
Gospel - and that's the "GOOD NEWS"! 
 Jesus tells this parable to respond to a dishonest question 
asked of Him by an expert in the Law.  Our Lord Jesus 
always has the most priceless way of answering questions as 
we often read about in the four gospel accounts, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John.  It seems that more impossible and the 
more deliberately tricky the question put to Jesus, the better 
and more powerful is His answer recorded for us in the 
Bible for our benefit.  Leading up to Jesus telling about the 
"Good Samaritan" an expert in the Law of Moses asks what 
he must do to inherit eternal life (v. 25).  This law expert 
tries putting Jesus up on the witness stand!  But what does 
the Lord do?  He turns it right around and makes the lawyer 
take the hot seat instead.  Jesus asks the law expert, "What is 
written in the law?" (to answer your own question, "Mr. 
Expert").  Jesus asked this because He knew full-well that 
the man asking certainly knew the answer already of what 
the law requires to inherit eternal life.  The man dutifully 
responded: "...Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind; and love thy neighbor as thyself." (vs. 27-
28 KJV).  Jesus commends the man for his answer and tells 
him to go full-speed ahead with all of that if he wants to 
have eternal life.  This made it dawn on the man the total 

impossibility of accomplishing what was in his own expert answer, so, he immediately 
seemed to try to whittle that tall-order down by asking Jesus the desperate and pathetic 
qualification question..."And who IS my neighbor?" (v. 29.). 

That is the background that leads up to Jesus telling the famous parable of the "Good 
Samaritan."  The story is only Good News, really, to those who see that Jesus is the "Good 
Samaritan."  The hero in the story goes to lengths to save an enemy who is beaten and 
robbed on a road that is very dangerous to travel on.  It is a real place (the road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho that is about 30 miles).  The road only becomes even more dangerous 
when stopping to help a victim of a robbery that was left for dead.  Just as the law show us 
no one measures up to inherit eternal life by following what is required, the Samaritan story 
in Luke shows the extent that (in all honestly) absolutely no one goes to at all times - no 
one, except for Jesus, of course!  Yes, we "should" (and to the extent possible) we do follow 
the example Jesus gives in the parable.  But realize, please, it is JESUS who picks you and 
me up from the road where we lay helpless.  It is JESUS that carries us when we cannot go 
on.  HE anoints us (baptism, anyone?).  HE pours the wine (Communion, anyone?).  JESUS 
takes us to the shelter of the inn (the sanctuary) where HE cares for you and for me.  JESUS 
pays our fee!  It is paid "in-full" on the cross (see John 19:30).  He even pays for all 
additional fees and penalties where we go into additional debt going forward.  JESUS is the 
Good Samaritan.  As He said elsewhere, "God alone is good" (Mark 10:17).  The "Good" 
Samaritan is Jesus.  And we are in Him by His grace alone).     Thanks be to God! 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, July 11 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 
Sat, July 13 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, July 14 -  Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, July 15 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, July 16 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Wed, July 17 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
Thu, July 18 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Sat, July 20 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, July 21 -  Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

†  Thinking About Our Church 
 

I  attended Tara Shepley’s ordination at the cathedral.  
It was a joy to be there.  Since then I have been 

thinking about my own ordination and my ministry and Saint 
Paul’s Church.  Every church has a pastor or at least should 
have a clergy presence.  Many churches in Connecticut have 
part time clergy and also a good number with no clergy.  
What is there about a church that would inspire a few of its 
members to seek ordination?  If every church raised up a 
clergy person every ten or twenty years, there would be 
more than enough to serve every church. 

In my memory, Saint Paul’s congregation has had 
several ordinations from among its membership.  The Rev. 
Ronald Gauss, The Rev. Larry Schofield, The Rev. Clark 
Coughlin and now The Rev. Tara Shepley.  If I went way 
back, I think there was another priest* who served at the 
Cathedral that came from our church. 

Another thing these priests and one soon to be a priest 
have in common, they are all converted Christians.  They are 
known to be “Gospel-preachers.”  They were converted and 
then ordained.  I was kind of backwards, ordained and then 
converted.  Was that a mistake or was it God’s plan? 

Are there still members of our church who should be 
planning to go to seminary.  We should be praying for them 
now. 

So, what is there about our church that encourages 
ordained ministry?  There is only one answer - the love of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  Now it is our duty to pray for Tara, 
that many will see Jesus in her teaching, preaching and ministry, then accept Him as Lord 
and Savior. 

* Ed. Note - Rev. Canon Clinton Jones         George Crocker  + 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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Dear St. Paul’s church family, 

 

 Thank you for the wonderful celebration in honor of my ministry as a new 

Deacon. 

 The silver pix that holds communion wafers for home visits will always 

remind me of you and how you have helped to prepare me to serve “beyond the 

Red Doors” and out in the region, in Jesus’s name.  I treasure the memory 

book with all your prayers and well wishes; thank you, and I look forward to 

seeing you at special events at St. Paul’s and, of course, any time you visit St. 

George’s in Middlebury.   

 Gratefully,  

The Rev. Tara Shepley (Tara)  
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Parish Picnic 
Sunday, July 28 

Noon 
  

At the private beach of Buni & 
Paul Kovacs 

805 Candlewood Lake Road South 
 in New Milford 

  
The church will provide hot dogs & 

hamburgers and beverages. 
  

Please bring an 
appetizer, salad or 

dessert to share. 
   

Swimming in 
Candlewood 

Lake.  Bring a 
bathing suit 
and towel. 
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†  The Demands of Love  
 

Amos 7:7-17  •  Psalm 82  •  Colossians 1:1-14  •  Luke 10:25-37 
 

W 
ith the image of a plumb-line God measures the conduct of King Jeroboam and 
the priesthood of Amaziah.  God measures church and state and finds both 
corrupted, on the verge of desolation, a land about to be laid waste.  “If you, 

LORD, were to note what is done amiss, O Lord, who could stand?” (Ps. 130:2).  This 
judgement, in a sense, pertains to every time and every place because humans fall short of 
the glory of God.  “The LORD looks down from heaven upon us all, to see if there is any 
who is wise, if there is one who seeks after God.  Everyone has proven faithless; all alike 
have turned bad; there is none who does good; no, not one” (Ps. 14:2-3).  Understandably, 
this bad news is not well received.  Amaziah speaks to the prophet Amos, “Never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is the temple of the kingdom” (Amos 
7:12). 

The straight edge of God’s righteousness, though a perennial judgment against human 
sin, has another aspect: the possibility of inward appropriation by grace, which is divine 
love poured into the heart.  If what God demands is what the heart desires, the sense of what 
“ought to be done” is subsumed by a yet stronger sense that one has “the grace and power 
faithfully to accomplish” what moral duty requires [Collect].  God’s will, therefore, is not an 

arbitrary imposition of an alien will upon a human 
agent.  God’s will regarding “what things ought to 
be done” corresponds perfectly to the moral and 
spiritual well-being of the individual to whom it is 
directed.  This is why it is possible to “love what 
you command.” 
 The path toward a perfect correspondence 
between what God requires and what the heart 
desires is life-long.  We have arrived in Christ, 
and yet we have not fully arrived.  We press on.  
We try.  We fail.  We succeed.  We stumble and 
fall.  We stand again seeking forgiveness and 
strength to meet the days ahead.  Thus, it remains 
necessary to retain the language of “duty” and 
“command.”  In so far as our love is insufficient 
or misdirected or warped, God’s will may feel 
like an imposition.  Jesus says, “If you love me, 

you will keep my commandments” (John 14:15).  Again, and again, Christians are reminded 
of the summary of the law: the twofold love of God and one’s neighbor.  This is not, of 
course, a summons to a vague and undefined affection.  Love makes demands, but these 
demands are within reach because “the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in 
your heart” (Deut. 30:14). 

God prepares good works to walk in.  God reveals a way, a path, a purpose, and yet “all 
the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness” (Ps. 25:9).  There are times when the 
correspondence between what “ought to be done” and what the heart desires is so close that 
we seem only to love.  What we do is what we love.  What we do is what we want.  These 
are beautiful moments in which we float along the current of God’s grace and will.  But it is 
not always so.  Sometimes love is hard and heartbreaking.  Consider the Good Samaritan.  
He found a man half dead along the side of the road.  “When he saw him, he was moved 
with pity” (Luke 10:33).  Love compelled him to act and take risks.  He went to him, poured 
oil and wine on his wounds, applied bandages, put him on his animal and brought him to an 
inn and took care of him. 

Love is pity, but it is work and duty as well. 
 

Look It Up 
Read Deuteronomy 30:11. 
 

Think About It  
It is hard, but not too hard for you.    - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=429785411
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†  Israel, Revisited  

†  The Wadi Qelt   

The Road of Jesus and the Good Samaritan 
 

I 
f roads could speak, The Wadi Qelt, the famous road from Jericho to Jerusalem, 
would take up our time with too many tales to tell about almost every important 
character in Israel’s storied history.  This was a main thoroughfare to the holy city, 

and everyone used it. 
David fled Jerusalem on this route after his 

son Absalom made himself king (2 Samuel 15:23 
to 16:14), King Zedekiah escaped from 
Nebuchadnezzar’s troops on this road (2 Kings 
25:1-6), Jesus walked it many times (Mark 10:46 
to 11:1, Luke 2:39-50), and even the 10th Roman 
Legion marched on it to destroy Jerusalem in 70 
A.D.  The Romans actually improved the road 
that Jesus would have trod, making necessary 
improvements for it to handle their heavy siege 
weaponry.  You can even see remnants of their 
handiwork in some places today. 

During Jewish festivals, at least three times a 
year, thousands of Jews made the trip on the 
Wadi Qelt to Jerusalem’s Temple, as did Roman 
armies, traders, and everyday travelers.  As the 
main road from Jericho to Jerusalem, it was a 
prime target for robbers, who could hide around its many twists and turns, and easily escape 
into the wilderness.  It was probably the setting for Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan 
too.  When you take the twisting path and see the ambush points, you’ll understand how 
Jesus’ hearers appreciated the tale’s accuracy. 

The term going “down” to Jericho in the Bible (Luke 10:30) is somewhat confusing, 
because Jericho is north of Jerusalem, but it’s an elevation term.  Whenever a person left 
Jerusalem, they dropped down from her raised height (2,500 feet above sea level) to go up 
north to Jericho’s deeper level (825 feet below sea level).  Going north is going down (to 
Jericho), and going south is going up (to Jerusalem).  This drastic gradient change in less 
than 20 miles meant more rainfall in Jerusalem (a tropical climate), and less rainfall in 
Jericho (more desert-like). 

Despite its desert climate, Jericho (“city of palm trees”) is an oasis, and that made her a 
famous retreat spot for the rich and famous.  In the days of Jesus, it was a busy place, with 
Herod’s winter palace towering over the flat plain with lush gardens, an aqueduct, multiple 
resorts for weary Roman generals, like Pompey, who wanted to relax, and a lucrative 
agricultural center for date palms, spices, perfumes, and wines.  This sort of industry made 

(Continued on page 8) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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Herod rich, and required a reliable trade route to Jerusalem, even lasting well into the 
Crusader period. 

Today, it is a known 
as a memorable tourist 
hike, and an opportunity 
to experience what Jesus 
and His disciples saw so 
many times in the heart 
of the Judean desert…the 
real wilderness and the 
rocky terrain of their 
“interstate.”  A deep 
chasm that cuts into the 
rocks, with spring water 
running all year in the 
valley below you (Wadi 
means stream in Arabic), 
makes the trail extremely 
narrow.  It’s definitely 
not for the faint of heart, 
and you should be in 
good shape as some of 
the route is difficult, if not dangerous.  Depending on where you start, it can be a full 18 

miles long.  You should plan on an all day hike of at 
least 8 hours.  About halfway into the hike you can 
stop at the St George’s Monastery, a Greek 
Orthodox monastery famous for their Good 
Samaritan hospitality.  Their home is built into the 
side of the cliff, and may be the most striking 
building you’ll see in Israel.  Almost defying 
gravity, it began simply enough when some 4th 
century hermits from Syria wanted to imitate the 
prophet Elijah’s cave experiences with the ravens (1 
Kings 17:5-6).  The eventual structure was destroyed 
by the Persians in 614 A.D., and then rebuilt again in 
1901.  Be sure to stop at this remarkable piece of 
architecture.  It’s truly incredible! 
 Today’s hiker will appreciate the narrow gorge’s 
desert beauty too, pocked with caves and grottoes 
that help explain the fascination these monks felt in 

the story of 
Elijah’s 
barren stay.  
It’s an 
impressive 
walk, and if 
you listen 
closely, you 
may just 
hear the 
Wadi Qelt 
speak to you 
too! 

(Continued from page 7) Wadi Qelt 

  Above right, St. 

George’s 

Monastery; above 

sunrise over Wadi 

Qelt; right Video of 

30 mile hike from 

Jericho to 

Jerusalem along the 

ancient path which 

the Good Samaritan 

would have taken. 

  We are scheduling 

this hike as part of 

a 2021 pilgrimage! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6Uz9gIdm68
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6Uz9gIdm68
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†  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, July 11th 
 

Benedict of Nursia 
Abbot of Monte Cassino, c. 540 

 

B 
enedict is generally accounted the father of western monasticism. 
He was born about 480, at Nursia in central Italy, and was educated at 
Rome.  The style of life he found there disgusted him.  Rome at this time 

was overrun by various barbarian tribes; the period was one of considerable political 
instability, a breakdown of western society, and the beginnings of barbarian kingdoms.  
Benedict’s disapproval of the manners and morals of Rome led him to a vocation of 
monastic seclusion.  He withdrew to a hillside cave above Lake Subiaco, about forty 
miles west of Rome, where there was already at least one other monk.  Gradually, a 
community grew up around Benedict.  Sometime between 525 and 530, he moved south 
with some of his disciples to Monte Cassino, midway between Rome and Naples, where he 
established another community, and, about 540, composed his monastic Rule.  He does not 
appear to have been ordained or to have contemplated the founding of an “order.”  He died 
sometime between 540 and 550 and was buried in the same grave as his sister, Scholastica. 

No personality or text in the history of monasticism, it has been said, has occasioned 
more studies than Benedict and his rule.  The major problem for historians is the question of 
how much of the rule is original.  This is closely related to the question of the date of 
another, very similar but anonymous, rule for monks, known as the “Rule of the Master,” 
which may antedate Benedict’s Rule by ten years.  This does not detract from the fact that 
Benedict’s firm but reasonable rule has been the basic source document from which most 
later monastic rules were derived.  Its average day provides for a little over four hours to be 
spent in liturgical prayer, a little over five hours in spiritual reading, about six hours of 
work, one hour for eating, and about eight hours of sleep.  The entire Psalter is to be recited 
in the Divine Office once every week. 

At profession, the new monk takes vows of “stability, amendment of life, and 
obedience.”  Pope Gregory the Great wrote Benedict’s “Life” in the second book of his 
Dialogues.  He adopted Benedict’s monasticism as an instrument of evangelization when in 
596 he sent Augustine and his companions to convert the Anglo-Saxon people.  In the 
Anglican Communion today, the rules of many religious orders are influenced by Benedict’s 
rule. 

  

Tomato Fields

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, starting 

Tuesday, September 10th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their 

potential impact on your life.  If you want to let the 

Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for 

digging deeper.  Explore the lives and times of these 

prophets and discover their important teachings so that 

you will come to know God in a new and life-

transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  Please register by August 16, by emailing Debbi 

Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Free Indeed  
 

“It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not 
be subject again to a yoke of slavery.”                   Galatians 5:1 

by Steve Hemming 
 

E 
ach year, we celebrate Independence Day, which commemorates the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence on July 4th, 1776.  This important document 
represented the official severing of ties between the original thirteen colonies 

and the rule of Great Britain.  On that day we became an independent nation, newly free, 
and no longer subject to the British monarchy. 

As I gathered with family and friends this 4th of July to honor our independence as a 
nation, I was also be mindful of the freedom we received from our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  For Jesus came to set us free as He declared in Luke 4:18, which fulfilled the 
prophesy noted in Isaiah 61:1. 

Here are some scriptures that we can meditate upon to serve as reminders that Jesus set 
us free: 

·  “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  John 8:32  
·  “And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”  Romans 

6:18 
·  “But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have 

your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.”  Romans 6:22 
·  “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin 

and death.”  Romans 8:2 
·  “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  2 

Corinthians 3:17 
 

I pray you and those you love, had a blessed July 4th, as we celebrated our independence 
as a nation, and the freedom we have in Christ Jesus. 

 

“So if the Son makes you free, you 
will be free indeed.”              John 8:36  

 
“Glorious freedom, wonderful freedom 

No more in chains of sin I repine! 
Jesus the glorious Emancipator 

Now and forever He shall be mine.” 

From “Glorious Freedom”  
by Haldor Lillenas 

†  Who Is My Neighbor? 

J esus answers this question with a parable about a person who 

should be an enemy but who demonstrates compassion. 

Samaritans were foreigners who had moved into Israel several 

centuries before Jesus.  They were allies of the Assyrians who had 

conquered the country.  They commandeered not only the land of 

the Israelites but even many of their religious institutions.  The 

bitterness between the two peoples only grew aggravated in the 

following centuries. 

Both the Jewish priest and the Levite (a temple aide) avoid the 

apparently dead victim.  They would become ritually impure by 

touching a corpse.  This would prevent them from doing their 

religious duties. 

The hated Samaritan has no such obligations and shows true 

love for the injured stranger.  There are still a small number of 

Samaritans left today in Palestine. 
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Le Bon Samaritain 

1880 
Aimé Morot 

 

B orn into a modest, actively Republican family, 
Aimé Morot pursued an exemplary career after 

receiving an academic training in the studio of Alexandre 
Cabanel.  Winner of the Prix de Rome in 1873, he used his 
stay at the Medici Villa as an opportunity to explore the 
Roman countryside on horseback. 

On his return from his period of residency in Rome, the 
young Morot drew inspiration from the Gospel according 
to Luke to paint his Good Samaritan.  The painting was 
exhibited in Paris at the Salon des Artistes français, where 
he was awarded the medal of honour by his peers. 

Heavily influenced by Spanish art of the 17th century, 
Morot treated the parable of the Samaritan helping the 
wounded man with grave realism.  His vigorous style 
found favor with contemporary critics who paid tribute to 
the virtuosity of this fine painting.  Marie Bashkirtseff 
wrote enthusiastically in her diary: “This is the painting 
which has given me the most complete pleasure in my 
entire life.  Nothing jars, everything is simple, true and 
good.” 

Painted initially in a large format, the work was 
reduced on all four sides by the painter in order to refocus 
the composition on the two men depicted life-size.  An 
enthusiast of animal subjects, Morot adds a moving 
dimension to the figure of the donkey laboring under its 
burden. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do likewise.’”    Luke 10:37 
 

T his was Jesus’ command at the end of the 

Good Samaritan story.  But did you 

know that the Samaritans and Jews despised each 

other.  The moral of the story is to love our 

neighbor, who may be someone you don’t know, 

someone that looks different than you or 

someone you don’t like, without expecting 

anything in return. 

Hearts to Hands Need 
 

Home needed ASAP – The Holy Spirit Is Upon Her 

 

Kendle, a healthy six (approx.) year old, sweet female, 

neutered cat who is up to date on shots is in need of a new 

home. 

Her owner, a parishioner of St. Paul’s will not be able 

to return home from a convalescent home and her condo 

will soon be sold leaving Kendle homeless.  Kendle is an 

indoor cat, litter box trained, non-aggressive and has all 

the essentials, i.e., carrier, toys, bowls etc.  In addition, 

her food and litter will be paid for. 

It is best if her new home is in the New Milford/

Brookfield area so she can visit her current owner.  Carol 

Ferro, a fellow parishioner will transport Kendle once per 

week and return her to her back to her new home.  

Consider Kendle as a comfort cat, rather than dog. 

Contact Dorothy Crocker by text @ 860-488-1982 if 

you have any questions or want to meet Kendle (or 

contact Carol directly). 

What did Amaziah command Amos to do? 

Amos 7:12-13 NIV  

 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Amos+7:12-13&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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Hyena Den 

 

 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing 
your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as 
well. 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

D avid Palmer, David Shepley, Gayle Baldelli 

& Philip Hannah celebrate tomorrow!  

Saturday is the big day for Ingrid Pruss, 

James Keenan & Mia Iverson.   Wish 

Jessica Friedly and Sandra Chadwick a 

happy day on Sunday.  Jim Miller will be 

blowing out candles on Monday.  Throw a 

party on Wednesday for Jenna McManus & 

John Sarver.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

T he story of the good Samaritan calls being merciful an important 
attribute of a servant of the Lord.  

With God’s own examples of abundant mercy 
shown to all his people (even at their worst) in 
all times, we have a perfect guide to help us as 
we try to respond to his blessings with love and 
mercy of our own. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XeD6EQ9UafI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XeD6EQ9UafI


 15 

 

 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

 

E ach week our Men’s Bible Study, currently under the 

leadership of Jay Trott, is an exciting discussion and 

sharing on the Book of Daniel.  They meet each Monday night 

at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All the studies are available live and 

archived on our YouTube channel. 

†  The Image of God 
 

T ry to imagine meeting an alien being who is 

pure energy; who has no physical form; who is 

pure intellect; and who is immortal.  How would you 

be able to relate to such a being?  How would you 

communicate?  How would you be able to love such a 

being?  This is not science fiction.  It is a description 

of the problems we have in dealing with God.  Of 

course, God is not an alien.  God is an infinitely 

loving creator.  But we are so unlike God that we 

might as well be aliens ourselves. 

God solved the problem by appearing on earth in 

the person of Jesus.  We can relate to God because we 

can relate to God's human form.  Paul tells us that 

Jesus is the "image of the invisible God."  In other 

words, the qualities of love and mercy and humility 

that we see in Christ are a perfect reflection of the 

same qualities in God. Jesus is God made visible. 

Summer Sunday School meets 
each week at 10:30 am.  Join 

the fun! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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Hyena Den 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

 

 

Save-the-Date 
Parish Picnic 
Sunday, July 

28 - Noon 

Thanks to the generosity of the Saint Paul’s family, 

Hopeline received a check for over $4,100 from the 

proceeds of our Baby Bottle Campaign. 

Thank you so much for helping make the campaign such a 

great success.  Best year ever! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

July 14th 8 am   Carol Ferro  10:30 am Laurie DoBosh 
July 21st   8 am & 10:30 am  Ministry Sunday 
July 28th 8 am    Joan Boehm  12:00 pm  Parish Picnic 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically 

from your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving 

program offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way 
makes them feel good about their 
presence in church.  At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people who feel 
called to serve in this important ministry.  
If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

How many coins did the good Samaritan give the 

innkeeper to take care of the beaten man? 

a) none     b) 2 coins     c) 5 coins 

Luke 10:35 NIV  

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10:35&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Who Is Our Neighbor 
 

 Amos 7:7-17 

I n the first lesson Amos is given a vision of a plumb line, and he prophesies God’s 
judgment regardless of the personal consequences.  A plumb line hangs down and 

shows whether a wall is vertical.  Israel’s heart is out of line, and God is out of patience.  The 
priest of the royal shrine at Bethel reports Amos’ words to the king and tells 
him to prophesy elsewhere.  Amos replies that he is not one of the official, 
professional prophets that do others’ bidding.  God has called him. 

 Psalm 82 
God pronounces judgment on the heavenly beings who have failed to 

defend the weak and the poor.  The people call on the one true God to judge 
and rule the earth. 

 Colossians 1:1-14 
In this lesson Paul greets the Christians at Colossae, offers thanks for their 

faith, and prays for their further strengthening.  Paul has apparently not 
visited this city in the country today known as Turkey, but he praises his fellow 
servant Epaphras, who brought the gospel to the new converts.  The apostle 
asks that they may be filled with spiritual understanding and be fruitful in 
good works.  So will they give thanks to the God who has recued then from 
the power of darkness and evil and brought them into the kingdom of the Son 
of God. 

 Luke 10:25-37 
The gospel is the lawyer’s question and the parable of the Good Samaritan.  While testing 

Jesus, this expert in the law asks a question at the heart of human longing: how can life’s true 
meaning and purpose be realized?  Jesus causes him to answer for himself with the summary of 
the law.  Recognizing how hard it is to put such lofty commandments into practice, the lawyer 
next asks, who is 
the neighbor that I 
am to love?  Jesus 
hears his real 
question (who is not 
my neighbor?) and 
tells him the story 
of a man who could 
help another 
without requiring 
the law’s definition. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

B asic Instructions...  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 10:25-37 
Having created the impossible-

possibility of a despised no-body 

doing what is needed to inherit 

eternal life, ... presents a double 

challenge.  First.  To be able to 

see someone we despise as being 

able to do what God desires.  

Second.  To imagine ourselves 

lying left-for-dead in a ditch and 

being aided by such a one.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp10_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Joe Hock, Mary DeAnzeris and 
other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Church of Our Saviour, Plainville; Christ Church, 
Pomfret; Trinity, Portland; St. James’, Poquetanuck. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....ECCT and parish committees on investments, 
stewardship, planned giving, insurance, and personnel 
policy. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, 
Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Krista & family, Katie, 
Doris, Karen, Pam, and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of San Marino; the people of Tunisia; The Diocese of 
Northern Argentina (South America) The Rt Revd Crisanto Rojas; and our sister and brother 
members of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in Slovakia. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Sandy Hook & Newtown, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of July. 
.....Good Samaritan Mission, a ministry partner of the Jericho Partnership, a broad-based 
Gospel Rescue Mission ministry provides shelter for homeless men, case work, 
compassionate care. Its programs include counseling, Christ-centered 12-steps, 
employability education, transitional living units, + Bible study. 
.....The Good Use of Leisure. 
.....That we may strive to be more like the Good Samaritan, helping those in need, without 
expecting anything in return. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

All About Amos 

W atch this overview video 
on the book of Amos, in 

which Amos accuses Israel of 
breaking their covenant with God 
and highlights how their idolatry 
has led to injustice and the 
neglect of the poor.  

PB  Easter MEssage   

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Organization/Plainville-CTChurch-of-Our-Saviour-1107285482734653/
http://christchurchpomfret.org/
http://www.trinitychurchportlandct.org/C:/Users/Office/Documents/Bulletins
https://www.stjamespreston.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Marino
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunisia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Church_of_the_Augsburg_Confession_in_Slovakia
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
gsminc.org
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/32.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGgWaPGpGz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGgWaPGpGz4
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

