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Vol. LXVI - No. 8 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

“If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”

     Colossians 3:1 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

W 
e are resurrection people.  Through the raising of 

Jesus from the dead, God has given all who put 

their trust in Christ the same promise of being 

raised out of death. 

 

This resurrection assurance is an already/not yet reality, for 

as much as we "look for the resurrection of the dead and the 

life of the world to come," to quote our Nicene Creed, such 

life begins now. 

 

God has set eternity in our hearts, and so as Christians we 

are drawn to hope through resurrection power at work 

among us.  Our daily focus is on elevated glory, seeing the 

Lord's promise of new life in us, and around us, all the time.  

Seeking that which is above is the sign that through the 

Risen Christ, God is making all things new now.  

 

Faithfully, 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator 

Dare 

“Seek the things that are above” 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug   1  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 
Sat, Aug   3 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 
Sun, Aug   4 -  Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Aug   5 -10:00 am - Christian Caring, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Stephen Ministry, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Aug   6 -  The Transfiguration 
Wed, Aug   7 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
Sat, Aug 10 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
Sun, Aug 11 -  Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Dare to Dream, Beloved 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, August 6th 

Feast of the Transfiguration  
 

O n Tuesday we celebrate the occasion 
(recorded in Matt 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-

8;  Luke 9:28-36) on which Christ, as He was 
beginning to teach His disciples that He must 
die and rise again, revealed Himself in 
shining splendor to Peter, James, and John.  
Moses and Elijah were present, and are taken 
to signify that the Law and the Prophets 
testify that Jesus is the promised Messiah.  
God the Father also proclaimed him as such, 
saying, "This is my Beloved Son.  Listen to 
him."  For a moment the veil is drawn aside, 
and men still on earth are permitted a glimpse 
of the heavenly reality, the glory of the 
Eternal Triune God. 

In the East, the Festival of the 
Transfiguration has been celebrated since the 
late fourth century, and is one of the twelve great festivals of the East Orthodox calendar.  In 
the West it was observed after the ninth century by some monastic orders, and in 1457 Pope 
Callistus III ordered its general observance.  At the time of the Reformation, it was still felt 
in some countries to be a "recent innovation," and so was not immediately taken over into 
most Reformation calendars, but is now found on most calendars that have been revised in 
the twentieth century.  A recent tendency in the West is to commemorate the 
Transfiguration on the Sunday just before Lent, in accordance with the pattern found in the 
Synoptics, where Jesus is represented as beginning to speak of his forthcoming death just 
about the time of the Transfiguration, so that it forms a fitting transition between the 
Epiphany season, in which Christ makes himself known, and the Lenten season, in which he 
prepares the disciples for what lies ahead.  Whether observing the Transfiguration then will 
affect the observation of it on August 6th remains to be seen. 

written by James Kiefer 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Loving Kindness   

by John Tuthill 
 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, 

and out of Egypt I called my son.” 
- “Hosea 11:1 (NRSV)  

 

W 
hat's different about the word "kindness" from the words "loving kindness"? 
Loving kindness is mentioned in our English translations of the Bible quite a 
lot.  By one count, for example, "loving kindness" appears 30 times in the 

King James Version (KJV).  Well, the difference between "kindness" and "loving kindness" 
was once explained by a young girl who was on her way to church school.  When asked, she 
put it this way: "Kindness is...when you ask your mom for some bread and butter.  And she 
gives it to you.  But loving kindness is when your mom gives you the bread and butter like 
you asked for, but she puts jam on it too - and you didn't even ask her for it!"  At last check, 
this seems to be as good or better explanation than any bookish Bible commentator has yet 
been able to offer. 

This Sunday we will hear a stunning reading from an Old Testament Prophet named 
Hosea (11:1-11).  Under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, Hosea writes that God is the 
loving Father and that Israel is called God's son.  But, as usual, there is a problem!  Israel 
was disloyal as a son.  They were not loving to God in return and they acted exactly as the 
Bible says all people have before and since: "The more I called them, the more they went 
away from me..." (v.2).  The problem is more than only that there are sins of disobedience - 
that would be bad enough - but the compounded problem is that there would be no way for 
the Father to fulfill the covenant of blessings which He promised.  No way to do that unless 
the required obedience and perfect loyalty could be fulfilled in some way.  (Hmm....)  Hosea 
wrote to say exactly what God required, but was not getting from Israel: "For I desire 
steadfast love, and not sacrifice.  The knowledge of God, rather than burnt offerings (Hosea 
6:6).  The Prophet Micah has a verse which similarly says that sacrifices instead of loving 
loyalty is not what the Lord really wants.  Instead the Lord requires this: "...what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?"  Israel did not do this.  The best people today do not do this at all times and as 
required.  A "True Son" who willingly serves as our substitute is needed.  He must be one 
who walks in perfect obedience in the place of Israel and for every saved sinner today.  That 
is the one-and-only solution.  In loving kindness, and for His name's sake, the Lord provides 
exactly that in Christ Jesus - of course! 

As most people will know already (but as I am still discovering) Matthew's Gospel 
shows Jesus doing everything correctly in the place where Israel (and we?) have failed.  
Jesus undoes and unbinds the tangle and the trap of sin, disobedience, rebellion, etc.  Again 
and again throughout Matthew's Gospel, Jesus undoes the failings of the disobedient.  One 
striking example is near the very beginning of Matthew.  The "child" (Jesus) fled with 
Joseph and Mary into Egypt and stayed until King Herod died.  The reason for going to 

Egypt seems very straight-forward - to keep Jesus from being 
killed by King Herod.  But, Matthew specifically writes (2:14-
15) that Jesus coming out of Egypt "...fulfilled what the Lord had 
spoken through the prophet (Hosea!) 'I called my son out of 
Egypt."  And that verse is our reading this Sunday.  Even as a 
"helpless" young child, the Lord Jesus walked the way that was 
set out for God's people to go.  During all of His 33 years, Jesus 
perfectly obeyed and fulfilled every tiny "jot and tittle" (Matthew 
5:18) of the Law where everyone has disobeyed.  And, Jesus 
perfectly submitted to the Father's will where we have all 
rebelled.  Jesus succeeded where we have failed - and that’s not 
all!  Jesus has called you and me to Himself.  His perfect 
obedience can become our own.  It is His gift, when we give our 
sin over to Him and receive the gift which is to repent.  A new 
look at 2 Cor. 5:21 is well-worth the effort.  This is glorious and 
completely outrageous Good News!  Jesus has become our 
salvation.      Thanks be to (the loving kindness) God! 
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Ask and you will receive; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you.”       Luke 11:9 

 

J esus assures us that if we ask Him, 
God will take care of what we need.  

The problem is that in our culture we often 
confuse what we really need with what we 
simply want.  Many people need very little.  
However, we usually want so much more.  A good 
steward only asks God for what he needs. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 1st 

Joseph of Arimathaea 
 

A 
ll that is certainly known of Joseph of Arimathaea comes from 
the narratives of the burial of Jesus in the Gospels.  Though 
John speaks of Joseph as a secret disciple of our Lord, and 

associates him with Nicodemus, another member of the Jewish Sanhedrin 
who was drawn to Jesus, we know nothing of any further activity of these 
men in the early Christian community.  Later, however, legends 
developed about their leadership in the Church.  One of the more 
attractive is the story of Joseph’s coming to the ancient Church of 
Glastonbury in Britain and bringing with him the Holy Grail (the cup 
used at the Last Supper).  This tradition cannot be dated earlier than the 
thirteenth century.  Although this and other stories obtained wide 
credence, they are not based on historical facts. 

Joseph’s claim for remembrance does not depend upon such legends, 
however beautiful and romantic.  When our Lord’s intimate disciples 
were hiding for fear of the authorities, Joseph came forward boldly and 
courageously to do, not only what was demanded by Jewish piety, but to 

act 
generously and 
humanely by 
providing his own 
tomb for the decent 
and proper burial of 
our Lord’s body, thus 
saving it from further 
desecration. 
 On our last two 
pilgrimages to Israel, 
we visited and went 
inside the tomb 
where Joseph of 
Arimathaea was 
buried.  It is located 
in the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, 
about 75 feet west of 
where the tomb of 
Jesus is located. 

This tomb is sometimes called the “Tomb of Joseph of Arimathea.” 

The tradition is that Joseph of Arimathea was buried here, after he 

had given his original tomb for Jesus to be buried in. 
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†  DAYBREAK 
 

Hosea 11:1-11  •  Psalm 107:1-9, 43  •  Colossians 3:1-11  •  Luke 12:13-21 
 

“W hat is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest 
him?” (Ps. 8:4).  Does God have good reason to care about human beings?  All 

beauty, goodness, and truth notwithstanding, the rolling images of human life, broadly 
speaking and in many details, are not happy.  “It is an unhappy business that God has given 
to human beings to be busy with” (Eccl. 1:13).  Life is chasing after the wind, laboring to 
leave an inheritance to complete strangers.  Life is toil and strain, pain and vexation, a 
restless mind in the night hours.  Not so for everyone in every moment.  But eventually 
every person, however unwilling, will sense the gravity of the heart’s descent into despair.  
“Mortals cannot abide in their pomp; they are like animals that perish” (Ps. 49:12).  “You 
fool!  This very night your life is being demanded of you” (Luke 12:20). 

 Yet a voice speaks.  “When Israel was a child, I 
loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son” (Hos. 
11:1).  “It was I who taught Ephraim to walk; I took 
them up in my arms” (Hos. 11:3).  “I led them with 
cords of human kindness, with bands of love” (Hos. 
11:4).  “I was to them like those who lift infants to 
their cheeks.”  This is a different voice, haunting and 
insistent, the sound wave of no known world.  It 
repeats: I loved and called and led onward; I lifted 
up and swaddled and fed my child with the milk of 
sweetness and the bread of love.  What I said then I 
am saying now.  Who speaks?  Speak!  I am bound 
to hear!  I am who I am.  My good reason is love. 
 God has called his people, his children, from the 
death trap of Egypt.  Yet they die in the wilderness, 
languish and look for other gods.  Is this vanity too, 
going with God?  By no means!  “If you have been 
raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, at the right hand of God” (Col. 3:1).  

Fallen humanity and nature’s travail signal vanity, and vanity of vanities, but God is no vain 
thing.  “You have died, and your life is hid with Christ in God” (Col. 3:3).  “Put to death, 
therefore, whatever in you is earthly” (Col. 3:5).  “Renounce Satan and all the spiritual 
forces of wickedness that rebel against God” (BCP, p. 302).  Renounce evil powers.  Give 
no room and reflection to killing desires.  Clothe yourself with the New Being, Christ our 
Lord.  The work is not done.  The New Being is being renewed in the renewal of every 
moment.  Vanities persist while Christ renews.  How can this be? 

The Spirit has taught the Church: “The entire Church of the elect is called the daybreak 
or the dawn (Job 38:12). …  There is something rather subtle which should be examined in 
the quality of dawn or daybreak.  For dawn or daybreak announce that night has indeed 
passed, and yet they do not show the full brilliance of day.  While they drive out the 
darkness, they receive light.  Dawn or daybreak hold light and darkness mixed together.  
Who are we who follow the Truth in this life?  Are we not the dawn and daybreak? …  A 
day will arrive for the sacred Church of the elect when the shadow of sin will no longer 
touch her” (Gregory the Great, Liber regulae pastoralis 29, 2-4; Patrologia Latina 76, 478-
480, my translation). 

A new self is being renewed in Christ.  Dawn is advancing toward the victory of eternal 
day. 

 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 49.  Time. 
 

Think About It  
Putting on Christ is to be hidden with Christ in God, shrouded in the secrecy of black 
brilliance. 
   - from The Living Church, 2016 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#gsp1
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Tomato Fields

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, starting 

Tuesday, September 10th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their 

potential impact on your life.  If you want to let the 

Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for 

digging deeper.  Explore the lives and times of these 

prophets and discover their important teachings so that 

you will come to know God in a new and life-

transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  Please register by August 16, by emailing Debbi 

Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

†  Mission Crosses 
 

I n June, Joe Bernardo & I went to the Holy Land on another 

pilgrimage.  To save money we flew on Air Ukraine, 

connecting through Kiev to Tel Aviv.  On the long first leg we were 

seated in the four middle seats of coach with a young couple who was 

flying from Salt Lake City to Kiev.  The woman next to 

Joe was 

obviously 

distressed and 

close to tears.  

In talking 

with her we 

found out 

that she was 

traveling home 

for her mother’s funeral.  To top that off she added her mother had 

committed suicide and that her “church” had told her that because 

of that the mother could not go to heaven.  No sooner than she got 

those words out of her mouth, Joe had one of our mission crosses in 

her hand.  As she rapidly fingered the cross, she explained that her mother had been active 

in her church and recently suffered from depression and mental illness.  Joe assured her that 

the theology of suicide keeping someone from heaven was a man-made doctrine and not 

biblical.  We also explained that, at any rate, mental illness is no different from other 

illnesses and that God would see past that and not hold her responsible for her actions.  We 

talked with her a long time about her faith and her mother’s faith, all the while the mission 

cross was getting a workout in her hand.  By the end of the flight her despair was gone and 

was she looking forward to going home and was smiling.         - D Szen 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it to 

stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Miser 

1926 
Margret Hofheinz-Döring 

1910 - 1994  
 

O 
ne glance at the painting and the title makes sense. The person is huddled in his 
home over a pile of his prized monetary possessions.  The pile of wealth gives 
off a glow that lights up 

the entire room of the home.  But the 
artist’s choice to paint the person in 
the painting black seems to suggest 
her belief that this hording action has 
a harmful effect on the hoarder.  I 
would like to suggest that the posture 
of the individual in the painting was 
the posture of the certain man who 
came to Jesus as we heard in the 
Gospel reading.  Jesus even told a 
parable to the man to get him to 
realize it.  The man in the Gospel 
reading was concerned primarily 
about acquiring more.  This makes 
sense in 1st century context, wealth 
was scarce and possessions were rare.  
There was always the temptation to 
hoard what you have.  So this man 
was concerned primarily about being 
rich and successful on earth and was 
not so concerned about the effect it 
would have on his relationship toward 
others or toward God.  It is a first 
commandment issue - what is the man 
fearing, loving, and trusting in above 
all else.  Jesus tells the particular 
parable to this man because he is 
concerned about his eternal well-
being, not just his physical, earthly 
well-being  

Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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""Whoever is wise, 

let him heed 

these things 

and consider 

the ______ 

_____ of the 

LORD." 

Psalm 107:43 NIV  

 

 

†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

†  Barn Building 
 

I srael was a country ruled by religious laws.  

People often called upon a Rabbi to assist in 

legal decisions; hence a man asks Jesus to intervene 

in a matter of inheritance.  Our Lord refuses and turns 

the conversation into a teaching against materialism.  

He illustrates this with a story about a prosperous 

farmer who decides to hoard his excess crops.  The 

rich man decides to build extra barns or grain silos.  

Jesus seems to be suggesting that the farmer should 

have shared his extra grain with the poor.  It is a 

variation on the motto, "you can't take it with you."  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+107:43&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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†  Become a Life-Changer A/K/A Reading Buddy 

J 
ericho Partnership is expanding its CityServe Reading Buddy Program in 

Danbury public elementary schools, interceding earlier than ever before in 

students’ schooling to 

help keep them on the road to 

success, in the classroom and 

beyond.  We’re looking for 

people who want to make a 

difference in kids’ lives by 

becoming a Reading Buddy; you 

let us know when you’re 

available between 9:00 am and 

3:00 pm Mondays through 

Thursdays and we’ll find a place 

for you to serve!  Contact 

cityserve@jerichopartnership.org 

or call Dotsy at (203) 794-2433. 
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S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

 

E ach week our Men’s Bible Study, currently under the 

leadership of Jay Trott, is an exciting discussion and 

sharing on the Book of Daniel.  They meet each Monday night 

at 7 pm in Crocker Hall.  All the studies are available live and 

archived on our YouTube channel. 

†  Happy Birthday 

E than Zambello, Kenneth Davidson & Mary Allen celebrate 

today!  Friday is the big day for Bonnie Wanzer, Connie 

Williams & Doug Melody.  Griffin Barbieri will be blowing out 

candles on Sunday.  Throw a party for Nicole O’Connors & Perry 

Simone on Monday.  Kate Yurcisin will be opening presents on 

Tuesday.  Steven Kast will be another year older and wiser on 

Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone. 

[ Jesus speaks] "Watch out!  Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not 

consist in the abundance of his ____________." 

Luke 12:15 NIV  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+12:15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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Hyena Den 

 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Take care to guard against all greed, for 
though one may be rich, one’s life does not 
consist of possessions.”   Luke 12:15 

 

T he Gospel message this week is so 
contrary to our modern culture where 

advertising continually tries to convince us 
that our value lies in the things we possess.  
Jesus showed us that our true value lies in the 
way we live our lives.  He challenges us to 
not store up or hoard material possessions, but 
rather to live a grateful and generous lifestyle. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Aug   4th 8 am   Karen Greeley  10:30 am Marie Williams 
Aug 11th 8 am     Robin Powell  10:30 am  JoAnn Hornak 
Aug 18th 8 am    Heather Melody  10:30 am  Gretchen Barbieri 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET


14  

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always 
looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you 
are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

Living for the Kingdom 
 

 Hosea 11:1-11 

I n our prophetic reading the Lord is a tender and compassionate parent 
ruminating on the disobedience of the people.  God recalls leading Israel forth 

from Egypt, and puzzles over a repeated turning aside to Baals and idols.  The Lord 
must chastise, yet punishment is restrained by the kindness of the divine character.  
The evocative poetry of this passage offers a touching portrait of a loving God with 
the difficult task of bringing to maturity a willful and wayward child. 

 Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
Thanksgiving is offered to the Lord, who saves from storms and 

other dangers those who call upon God. 
 Colossians 3:1-11  
In our epistle lesson Christian disciples are to wholly reorient their 

thinking and manner as though they themselves have died and it is the 
life of Christ which is now expressed in every thought and action.  Base 
desires and conduct must be cast aside and the mind renewed in the 
image of the Creator.  In the transformed realm that the believer now 
inhabits, there are no distinctions based on human categories; Christ 
supersedes all such previous divisions. 

 Luke 12:13-21 
In our gospel Jesus warns against greed and tells the story of an individual 

who was rich only in material possessions.  The Lord refuses to be the judge in 
a matter having to do with inheritance and wealth.  Life lived without 
reference to God is empty and foolish.  Despite all our plans and efforts at 
security, 
the fact 
of death 
makes 
this very 
clear. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

L ord, teach us to pray.  Prayer 101. ...  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 12:13-21 
While Jesus does not 

ALWAYS attack wealth, 

this parable is reflective a 

consistent theme of his 

teachings: Possessions 

distract us from true wealth; 

from what is rich in the eyes 

of God.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling, Joe Hock, Mary DeAnzeris and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St. Alban’s, 
Simsbury. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Cathedral’s ministry in Hartford; the Cathedral 
Chapter; honorary canons of the Cathedral. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Alex, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee 
Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy 
Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Linda Lambert and Peter 
continued healing. 
.....the people of the Swiss Confederation (Switzerland); the people of Cape Verde; the 
Diocese of Port Elizabeth (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Edward Ronald Daniels; and our 
sister and brother members of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with 
the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, 
which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the 
month of August. 
.....Samaritan Health Center, a ministry partner of the Jericho 
Partnership, which provides excellent and compassionate 
pediatric care to children who lack health insurance.  In addition 
to quality medical care, it provides nutritional counseling, case 
management, and a reading program to its patients. 
.....Travelers. 
.....That we may remember that the many possessions we strive to 
acquire are worthless in the eyes of the Lord. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Abby for quick healing of her foot. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Walking the Plank 

T he highlight of the parish picnic 
for the youth was the visit by 

the Pirate Ship and being forced to 
“Walk the Plank! 

 

PB  Easter MEssage 

 

 

https://goodshepherdct.wixsite.com/church
https://www.stpaulsct.org/index.cfm
https://stalbanssimsbury.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Verde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Presbyterian_Church_of_Scotland
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.samaritanhealthct.org
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/travel.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/753409281744558/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/753409281744558/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz4GIecaA-o 

 

 

Mail…..Send us photos and info about your travels, your home group, your pets, your 

sports teams to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

August Lay Schedule 

 

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the 

service in the Vesting Room.  Thank You! 

August 18th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Isaiah 5:1-7  Pam Szen 

Intercessor:  Cheryl Mitchell 

Lay Reader:  Tim Huber 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18     Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Dorothy Pepin / Larry Creagh 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Isaiah 5:1-7  Vito Barbieri 

Intercessor:  Mary Perry 

Lay Reader:  Giustino Capodilupo 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18     Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

 August 11th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Pam Szen 

Acolyte:  John Tuthill 

Lector:  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20  Lyndon Thomas 

Intercessor:  Linda Pendergast 

Lay Reader:  Jay Trott 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24     Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh / Dorothy Pepin 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Isaiah 1:1, 10-20  Larry Creagh 

Intercessor:  Giustino Capodilupo 

Lay Reader:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24     Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

August 4th 
 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Cindy & Peter Maier 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Hosea 11:1-11  Cheryl Mitchell 

Intercessor:  Dot Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  Don Winkley 

Psalm 107:1-9, 43     Colossians 3:1-11 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Laurie DoBosh 

Acolyte:  JoAnn Hornak 

Lector:  Hosea 11:1-11  Giustino Capodilupo 

Intercessor:  Giustino Capodilupo 

Lay Reader:  Joe Bernardo 

Lay Reader:  Jim Castronova 

Psalm 107:1-9, 43     Colossians 3:1-11 

August 25th 
Healing Sunday 

8:00 AM 

Welcoming:  Joyce & John Sarver 

Acolyte:  Jack Powell 

Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Lyndon Thomas 

Intercessor:  Dorothy Crocker 

Lay Reader:  Mike Chengeri 

Lay Reader:  John Tuthill 

Psalm 71:1-6     Hebrews 12:18-29 

 

10:30 AM 

Welcoming:  Ron Switzer / Sandra Visser 

Acolyte:  Joe Bernardo 

Lector:  Jeremiah 1:4-10  Mary Perry 

Intercessor:  Giustino Capodilupo 

Lay Reader:  Larry Creagh 

Lay Reader:  JaAnn Hornk 

Psalm 71:1-6     Hebrews 12:18-29 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#nt1
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August 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
  1 

 
7:30 pm - Property 

Committee 

2 3 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

4   8 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 
 

5 
 
10:00 am  Christian 

 Caring 
 

7:00 pm  Stephen  
               Ministry 

 

7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 
Study 

6  
Transfiguration 

 
 

 

7 
 
 

8 
 

 

9 10 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

 

11   9 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 
 

12 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

13 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

14 
 
7:00 pm - Staff Meeting 
 

7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting 
 

15   St. Mary 

the Virgin 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 

16 17 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
 

7:30 am  John 21:12 
 Group 

 

9:30 am  PraiseMoves 

18   10 Pentecost 
 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

19 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

20 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 

21 
 

22   
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 
 

23 24  

St. Bartholomew 
 
7:30 am  Men’s  

        Prayer Breakfast 
7:30 am  John 21:12 

 Group 
9:30 am  PraiseMoves 
10:30 am  St. Paul’s 

 Quilters 

25   11 Pentecost 
Healing Sunday 

 
8:00 am  Traditional  

Communion 
9:30 am  Rector’s Forum 
10:30 am  Sunday School 
10:30 am  Contemporary 

Communion 

26 
 
7:00 pm  Men’s Bible 

Study 

27 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 
 
 

28 
 

29 
 
5:45 pm  PraiseKicks 

30 31 
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=191&dat=19800212&id=SRYuAAAAIBAJ&sjid=oC4DAAAAIBAJ&pg=4654,2554563&hl=en

