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†  The Shirt Off His Back    

by John Tuthill 
 

“Because of the joy awaiting Him... 

endured the cross, disregarding its shame.” 
- Hebrews 12:2 (NLT) 

 

A 
t the beginning of the Bible, it says there was no shame at all in the world.  Even 
though people wore not even one single stitch of anything, "...they felt no 
shame" (-Genesis 2:25).  Fast forward then, after they sinned, suddenly they did 

have the intense sense of the shame which comes with sin.  In came the shame: "She took 
some of the fruit and ate it.  Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he 
ate it too.  At that moment, their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their 
nakedness.  So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves" (Genesis 3:6-7 NLT). 

This seems to be the original attempt at what's called a cover-up.  Without going into 
any of the very ugly details we've seen in the news this week, the desperate and deadly 
attempts to cover-up sin has not gone anywhere - it is on-going to this very day.  There is 
still the same overwhelming need to get away from, hide from, or, just go into plain old 
denial which is to cover up the shame of sin.  The Bible says that Adam and Eve gave it 
their all to get away from the shame of what they were before sin vs. what they became 
afterwards.  They covered themselves up.  They tried to pass themselves off in a new and 
obvious way - but also as if nothing at all had happened.  How ridiculous, right?  But this is 
really no different than any of our own cleverly disguised hypocrisy and our own pretending 

that we're all fine too. 
 One problem with sin, says the 
Bible, is that it can never be truly 
covered up by our own efforts.  
"Do A Good Turn Daily" is a 
noble-sounding motto, but it would 
be a self-deception to try to use 
good deeds as a covering.  Forget 
trying to sew leaves together.  
(Have you tried that?  Sewing 
leaves?!?  Sounds impossible 
anyway!)  Shockingly, the Bible 
says there is only one sufficient 
cover to eliminate any and all sin - 
it is nothing less than the actual 
shedding of blood! (So says 
Hebrews 9:22).  Back in Genesis, 
God met Adam and Eve with only 
a temporary cover for them, and 
that was the skins of innocent 

animals which the Lord Himself sewed together.  This only temporarily took the place of 
their uselessly sewn leaves.  The Lord pointed ahead in that chapter to that day we will hear 
about on Sunday.  It is in all the readings and also in Hebrews (11:29-12:2).  Of course, it is 
in words also that we all will hear and say before we share together the bread and the wine 
He provides.  A once-and-done covering solves the otherwise incurable sickness of sin.  The 
blood of His own Son who, "because of the joy awaiting Him...endured the CROSS, 
disregarding its shame" (Hebrews 12:2). 

Do you know someone who is needing to hear that the covering of Jesus is ready and 
available to all who will come to Him to only ask for it?  So many people seem blind to 
knowing they're actually standing naked in God's view as we speak.  Explaining away any 
sense of shame seems natural to do and for as long as possible.  But Jesus said to an entire 
church that was meeting in a place called Laodicea: "You don't realize that you are...poor, 
blind and naked...!" (Revelation 3:17-18).  The offer of Jesus is on the table now today, as 
long as it is still a day of salvation.  Joyfully, Jesus gives people who feel the shame of sin 
the very shirt off His own back.  His robes of His own righteousness that forgiven sinners 
may wear - forever.                 Thanks be to God! 

Cover Artwork 

“Creation - God 

Calls Adam and 

Eve to Account 

for their Sin.” 

This mid 12th 

century mosaic 

can be found at 

Cappella Palatina 

di Palermo, Italy. 

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?SID=20190814646593829&code=act&code=act&SubjectBuildingName=Cappella+Palatina+di+Palermo&SortOrder=Title&=phrase
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?SID=20190814646593829&code=act&code=act&SubjectBuildingName=Cappella+Palatina+di+Palermo&SortOrder=Title&=phrase
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug 15 -   
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Sat, Aug 17 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Aug 18 -  Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Aug 19 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Aug 20 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Aug 21 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
  5:30 pm - PraiseWalk, Still River Greenway 
Thu, Aug 22  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Sat, Aug 24 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Aug 25 -  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Join us on September 14th at 6:00 pm we will have a parish-wide potluck in 

Crocker Hall to celebrate 10 years together with Fr. Joe!  Details and sign up 

to be out soon! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Divisions and Decision 
 

Isaiah 5:1-7  •  Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18  •  Hebrews 11:29-12:2  •  Luke 12:49-56 
 

G 
od is love. 
Consider these words from John Henry Newman, in Prayers, Verses and 
Devotion: “The Father loved from eternity His only begotten Son, and the Son 

returned to him an equal love.  And the Holy Ghost is that love in substance, wherewith the 
Father and the Son love one another . . . And when Thou hadst created us, then Thou didst 
but love more, if that were possible.  Thou didst love not only Thy own Co-equal Self in the 
multiplied Personality of the Godhead, but Thou didst love Thy creatures also.  Thou wast 
love to us, as well.”  Nothing can be said truly about God and God’s purpose in calling 
creation into being which blunts or otherwise qualifies this essential and irrevocable 
doctrine. 

What is love to do, however, when so-called prophets lie and deceive the people and 
teach them to forget the divine name? (Jer. 23:23-29).  To such prophets, love is like a fire 
and like a hammer.  The divine substance of love is necessarily a judgement against 
violations of love.  When God sees bloodshed and hears the cries of the afflicted, God’s love 
is a witness against the unrighteous (Is. 5:1-7).  Love divides and calls for decision in the 
face of a world boiling in blood.  With such a world, God will not make peace, will not 
settle, will not accept the ruination of his beloved vineyard. 

Listen to Jesus, and know that it will not be easy.  “I came to bring fire to the earth, and 
how I wish it were already kindled!  I have a 
baptism with which to be baptized, and what 
stress I am under until it is completed.  Do 
you think I have come to bring peace to the 
earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division!  
From now on, five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against 
three.  They will be divided father against son 
and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother
-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law” (Luke 
12:49-53).  This is not a happy picture. 
 Peace with the world as we find it is not 
the peace of God.  How are we to interpret the 
present time?  This is the time of decision, 
and decision invokes a crisis.  We must walk 
through the fire of God, submerge into the 

water of God, leave a dying world, and come to life again purified and washed in the new 
life of Christ.  Then, and only then, may we return to our family and our friends and our 
neighbors and our communities with a proper and transformed love.  We leave the world 
and go out to Christ; we return to the world in Christ. 

A decision must be made, and yet - thanks be to God - the decision has already been 
made.  “You did not choose me but I chose you.  And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name” (John 
15:16).  We are God’s elect, God’s chosen.  Love is calling, love is at the door, love is 
waiting, and love is prompting a response.  A human response to God will feel like a 
decision, and it will, in some manner, initiate a crisis.  There is a measure of suffering in 
moving from one’s old self to a new being.  In this life, that suffering never quite ends, 
though it may be eased by gifts of rest and grace.  Still, one’s new life in Christ begins, 
continues, and ends in love.  One love, in a Trinity of persons. 
 
Look It Up 
Read Luke 12:49. 
 

Think About It  
The Fire of Love.         - from The Living Church, 2019 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=432744843
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, August 15th 

Saint Mary the Virgin 
Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

T he honor paid to Mary, the virgin mother of Jesus Christ our Lord and God, goes 
back to the earliest days of the Church.  Indeed, it goes back further, for even before 

the birth of her Son, Mary prophesied, "From this time forth, 
all generations shall call me blessed." [Magnificat] 

The New Testament records several incidents from the 
life of the Virgin: her betrothal to Joseph, the Annunciation 
by the angel Gabriel that she was to bear the Messiah, her 
Visitation to Elizabeth the mother of John the Baptist, the 
Nativity of our Lord, the visits of the shepherds and the 
magi, the Presentation of the infant Jesus in the Temple at the 
age of forty days, the flight into Egypt, the Passover visit to 
the Temple when Jesus was twelve, [Matthew 1:16,18-25; 
Matthew 2; Luke 1:26-56; Luke 2]; the wedding at Cana in 
Galilee and the performance of her Son's first miracle at her 
intercession [John 2:1-11], the occasions when observers 
said, "How can this man be special?  We know his 
family!" [Matthew 13:54-56; Mark 6:1-3; Luke 4:22; also 
John 6:42], an occasion when she came with others to see 
him while he was preaching [Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-
35; Luke 8:19-21], her presence at the foot of the Cross, 
where Jesus commends her to the care of the Beloved 
Disciple [John 19:25-27], and her presence with the apostles 
in the upper room after the Ascension, waiting for the 
promised Spirit [Acts 1:14]. 

She is thus seen to be present at most of the chief events of her Son's life. 
Besides Jesus himself, only two humans are mentioned by name in the Creeds.  One is 

Pontius Pilate, Roman procurator of Judea from 26 to 36 AD.  That Jesus was crucified by 
order of Pontius Pilate pins down the date of his death within a few years, and certifies that 
we are not talking, like the worshippers of Tammuz or Adonis, about a personification or 
symbol of the annual death and resurrection of the crops.  His death is an event in history, 
something that really happened. 

The other name is that of Mary.  The Creeds say that Christ was "born of the virgin 
Mary."  That is to say, they assert on the one hand that he was truly and fully human, born 
of a woman and not descended from the skies like an angel. 

On the other hand, by telling us that his mother was a virgin they exclude the theory that 
he was simply an ordinary man who was so virtuous that he eventually, at his baptism, 
became filled with the Spirit of God.  His virgin birth attests to the fact that he was always 
more than merely human, always one whose presence among us was in itself a miracle, 
from the first moment of his earthly existence. 

In Mary, Virgin and Mother, God gives us a sign that Jesus is both truly God and truly 
Man. 

It sometimes happens that someone will report an appearance of the Virgin Mary, 
bearing a message, usually encouraging faithfulness in prayer.  A reader has asked, "How 
far back do such reports go?"  According to Donald Attwater (Penguin Dictionary of 
Saints), Gregory of Nyssa (335-395) says that the earliest known report of a supernatural 
appearance of the Blessed Virgin to anyone was of one to Gregory Thaumaturgos (213-
270). 

The genuineness of these appearances is not official Roman Catholic doctrine.  It is 
perfectly possible to reject all such appearances as delusions, and still be a Roman Catholic 
in good standing. 

Little is known of the life of the Virgin Mary except insofar as it intersects with the life 
of her Son, and there is an appropriateness in this.  The Scriptures record her words to the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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angel Gabriel, to her kinswoman Elizabeth, to her Son on two occasions.  But the only 
recorded saying of hers to what may be called ordinary, run-of-the-mill hearers is her 
instruction to the servants at the wedding feast, to whom she says simply, indicating her 
Son, "Whatever he says to you, do it." 

This we may take to be the summation of her message to the world.  If we listen to her, 
she will tell us, "Listen to Him.  Listen to 
my Son.  Do what He tells you."  When we 
see her, we see her pointing to her Son. 
 If our regard for the Blessed Virgin 
does not have the immediate effect of 
turning our attention from her to the One 
whom she carried in her womb for nine 
months and suckled at her breast, to the 
Incarnate God, the Word made flesh, then 
we may be sure that it is not the kind of 
regard that she seeks. 
 A right regard for her will always direct 
us to Him Who found in her His first 
earthly dwelling-place. 

written by James Kiefer 

(Continued from page 5) Saint Mary the Virgin 
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"Now faith is being sure of what we 

_____ ____ and certain of what we 

do not see." 

Hebrews 11:1 NIV  

 

†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

†  Introducing PraiseWalks 
 

E very Wednesday night at 5:30 pm and on nights when PraiseKicks does not meet  

we’ll meet, we will do a walk on the Still River Greenway.  We'll meet at the 

north end of the Greenway, plenty of parking at 

the former Hearth Restaurant.  This is very low 

impact exercise and everyone can go at their 

own pace, run, walk, whatever.  Since this is a 

walk, bring a friend, kids, neighbors, whoever.  

Our goal will be to meet back at our cars by 

6:45 pm. 

 E-mail dszen@yahoo.com for more info. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Hebrews+11:1&version=NIV&showfn=yes
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Mission Crosses 
 

 Please pray for comfort, strength & healing for my good friend Warren.  He's 

been having treatment for cancer which started in his kidney & lung.  There are 

some new spots on his lung.  He is so optimistic and he carries the mission cross 

I mailed to him a year ago.  He has become very spiritual and reads the Bible 

now.  He asked me if I remembered he was Jewish when I sent the cross?  I said 

you do know that Jesus was Jewish first.  Please ask that the new treatments 

start to heal Warren.  We saw each other about a month ago, before that if was 

48 years ago.  Thank you for always being here whenever we turn to you.  

- Kathy DeSanti 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, starting 

Tuesday, September 10th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their 

potential impact on your life.  If you want to let the 

Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for 

digging deeper.  Explore the lives and times of these 

prophets and discover their important teachings so that 

you will come to know God in a new and life-

transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  Please register by August 16, by emailing Debbi 

Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  Men’s Bible Study 

E ach week our Men’s Bible Study, currently under the leadership 

of Jay Trott, is an exciting discussion and sharing on the Book 

of Daniel.  They meet each Monday night at 7 

pm in Crocker Hall.  All the studies are available 

live and archived on our YouTube channel. 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

Do you think I have come to give you peace on 

Earth?  No, I tell you, but rather division.” Luke 12:51 
 

L iving a stewardship lifestyle means stepping out 

of our comfort zone when needed.  Many of us 

like to play it safe, not cause waves, stay in the middle 

of the road.  In today’s world we are called to be 

informed and take a stance for life, marriage and 

religious liberty. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 June 12th 

Opening: David Williams opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:33 pm.  Lyndon 
Thomas led a Bible study on Psalm 119 and 
Daniel chapter 1 & 2.  Daniel and his 
companions refused to be defiled by the rich 
food and wine from the king and ate only 
vegetables and water and followed the Tora.  
They were blessed by God and were 
healthier and more knowledgeable that all 
others.  Daniel, with God’s help, interpreted 
the king’s dream when others could not and 
was placed in a high position.  If we follow 
God’s teachings, we will be successful.  

Mary Beth Durkin gave her testimony of 
musings while gardening: why am I here, 
what is my value?  The things that you do 
while you are loving others, that is why we 
are here.  Love.  Do Good.  Pray.  Bless. 
Discussion and reports from Vestry on 
practicing these ideals.  The May minutes 
were approved as circulated. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Income is down 
$17,000 YTD from 2018.  Investments are 
up 9% through May 2019. 
 
Committee Reports:  Mary Beth Durkin 
for Memorial Garden: Dave Szen is 

researching who may be 
veterans in the Memorial 
Garden.  Dave Allen for 
Property: quotes for repair 
on air conditioning in 
sanctuary are being collected.  Vestry agreed 
on a maximum of $9,000 for repair/
replacement.  There is a leak in the above 
ground oil tank which is contained.  New 
double walled above ground tank is $13,674 
from Mitchell.  Property Committee is 
getting additional quotes.  Written reports 
were submitted from Dave Allen for 

Property and Mary Beth 
Durkin for Memorial Garden. 
 

Rector’s Report:  Rector is 
away on sabbatical. 
 

Old Business:  The Vestry 
picnic will be at Chuck and 

Mary Allen’s home on July 17th.  There will 
be no regular Vestry meeting in July. 
 

New Business:  Finance Committee met and 
discussed what expenses should come out of 
endowments and what should be paid from 
the general funds.  $2000.00 and up should 
come from endowments, everything else 
should come from general finds.  The Vestry 
agreed. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:16 pm by Mary Perry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

Join Us to Celebrate First Communion 

Sunday, May 19th! 
 

A ll are invited to celebrate with the four students who will receive First Communion 

during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 19th.  Please come support their hard 

work and commitment as they take this new step in their faith.  You are invited to join the 

students and their families downstairs in Crocker Hall following the service for a reception 

in their honor.  We hope to see you there! 
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†  Israel, Revisited  

†  Mary, Mother of Our Lord   
 

T he primary focus of any Christian pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land is walking in the footsteps of Jesus.  Since Mary was 

the only human being to be with Jesus throughout his entire life - 
from his birth until his death, it’s not surprising that we discover 
many sights associated with her life as well. 

On all our trips to Israel, we make a stop at the Church of the 
Annunciation in Nazareth.  Tradition holds this site to be Mary’s 
home where the archangel Gabriel told her the news.   

Mary was a young girl, probably about 12 or 13 years old when 
the angel Gabriel came to her.  She had recently become engaged 
to a carpenter named Joseph.  Mary was an ordinary Jewish girl, 
looking forward to marriage; and, suddenly her life would be 
changed forever.  Mary was fearful and troubled in the presence of 
the angel.  She could never have expected to hear the most incredible news - that she would 
have a child, and her son would be the Messiah.  Although she could not comprehend how 
she would conceive the Savior, she responded to God with belief and obedience replying, "I 
am the Lord's servant ... may it be to me as you have said." (Luke 1:38).  The cupola of the 
church stands over the cave where Mary lived.  We try to time our Nazareth visits to include 
Saturday night so we can participate in their weekly Saturday evening candlelight 
procession led by Franciscan Friars chanting the Rosary around the Basilica. 

All trips include a visit tp Bethlehem in the Palestinian occupied territory.  Mary and 
Joseph went to Bethlehem when Emperor Augustus declared 
a census throughout the vast Roman Empire.  There Mary 
gave birth to Jesus and was visited by the Three Kings.  The 
Church of the Nativity marks the 
traditional place of Christ’s birth 
and it is a major Christian holy site.  
It is one of the oldest surviving 
Christian churches, built in 326 AD 
by Constantine and his mother 
Helena who commissioned a church 
be built over the cave in which 
Jesus was born.  Portions of the 
original mosaic floor in that church 
survive and can be viewed by 
visitors today. 
 Mary’s death is commemorated 
in Jerusalem on the highest point of 

(Continued on page 12) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://christianity.about.com/od/christmas/a/JZ-The-Christmas-Angel.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/josephprofile.htm
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=1270
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=2744
http://www.catholic.org/bookstore/?category=19
http://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
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Hyena Den 

 

 

†  Happy Birthday 

S ean Gallo celebrates today!  Saturday is the big day for Ray Ferro.  

Chris Barrett will be blowing out candles on Monday.  Throw a 

party on Wednesday for Brittany Chengeri.  Have a blessed day everyone. 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

Mt. Zion upon which sits the Abbey of the 
Dormition.  This is located just outside the old 
city walls near the site of the Last Supper. 

Mary’s Tomb is located on the Mount of 
Olives, another site we hope to visit. 

God knew that Mary was a woman of rare 
strength and obedience.  Even with God's favor, 
Mary would still suffer much.  Though she 
would one day be highly honored as the mother 
of the Savior, she would first know disgrace as 
an unwed mother.  She would nearly lose her 
fiancé.  Her beloved son would be rejected and 
cruelly murdered.  Mary's submission to God's 
plan would cost her dearly, yet she was willing 
to be God's servant. 

We celebrate the life of Saint Mary, the 
Virgin today, August 15.  And on all our Holy 
Land trips! 

(Continued from page 11) Sites of Mary   

“T o follow daily in the steps of his most 

blessed life...”  A routine of daily prayer 

and study, giving, corporate worship, and serving 

others can be good reminders of the disciple’s 

(yes, you are, or can be one!) daily quest for ways 

in which to serve the God who gives all. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Aug 18th 8 am    Heather Melody  10:30 am  Gretchen Barbieri 
Aug 25th 8 am   Durkins    10:30 am Heidi Duckett 
Sep   1st 8 am     Polly Sorrentino  10:30 am  Jack Collins 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always 
looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you 
are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

Purifying Power 
 

 Isaiah 5:1-7 

I n our opening lesson the prophet sings a sad parable about God’s vineyard, 
Israel, and the destruction which must now come upon it.  

Despite all God’s loving care, this vineyard brought forth only sour 
grapes.  The Lord looked for right judgment and found wrong.  God 
hoped for justice and instead heard cries of distress. 

 Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 
A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that the 

Lord will restore God’s ravaged vineyard. 
 Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
In this New Testament lesson Jesus the promised one has opened 

access to the Father in ways previous generations longed to see.  The righteous men 
and women of former days performed all their deeds in faith, true to God and to 
such revelation as they received.  Now disciples are to set aside distractions and 
surmount every obstacle, encouraged by the witness of the faithful ancestors and 

walking confidently in the way forged by Jesus through the 
sacrifice of the cross. 
 Luke 12:49-56 

In our gospel passage Jesus foresees difficult times ahead: his 
own ordeal and the necessity of division even within families.  
He has come to bring the purifying fire of judgment, and must 
himself first undergo the baptism of suffering and death.  

Before there is any peace on earth, hard decisions leading to ruptures have to be 
made.  The 
people 
should be 
like good 
weather-
watchers in 
reading the 
signs of the 
times. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

T owards the City.  Fix your eyes on Jesus. ...  

To replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out 

our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 12:49-56 
It is difficult to over-emphasize 

how revolutionary Jesus is 

being in stressing loyalty to him 

- and kinship with those who are 

also loyal to him - over family.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp15_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Fresh expressions of the church in Connecticut; missional 
experiments. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Students preparing to enter schools, colleges, universities, 
and seminaries; school, college, and university chaplains; all 
campus ministries, the Higher Education Ministry Network. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Alex, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee 
Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, 
Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Ray and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Tuvalu; the people of Belarus; the Diocese of Bukavu (Congo) The Rt 
Revd Sylvestre Bahati ; and our sister and brother members of the Episcopal Church of 
Cuba. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of 
August. 
.....All Nations Baptist Church, Danbury, a 
partner congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Peace Among the Nations. 
.....That we have the courage to step out of our 
comfort zone and stand up for life, marriage 
and religious liberty. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the 
Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual 
wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain 
tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make 
You Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 
Where did ancient 
Christians Meet? 

I nteresting video on 
the house churches 

that Paul wrote to.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuvalu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belarus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_of_Cuba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_Church_of_Cuba
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
https://www.facebook.com/AllNationsBaptistChurchDanbury/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/5.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnJ0komM8tU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mnJ0komM8tU
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandra_Day_O%27Connor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandra_Day_O%27Connor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandra_Day_O%27Connor_House
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/E.C.M.churchhumor/videos/2146165415605080/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2146165415605080

