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†  "I Am with You Always."   

by John Tuthill 
 

“You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, 
and whirlwind, as the Israelites did at Mount Sinai.” 

- Hebrews 12:18 (NLT) 
 

E 
verything that God wants to say to us, is Jesus.  The person of Jesus Christ is the 
most unreckless, the most definitive and most complete and final word from God 
to all creation.  Hear Him saying this to you?: "I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age" (Matthew 28:20 ESV).  In the readings this Sunday, the writer of the Letter 
to the Hebrews describes the terror in the scene where God's people come to an entire 
mountain on fire to hear God speaking to Moses.  In fact, the place where this happens is the 
exact place where Moses first heard God 
speak from out of a tiny flaming bush 
which was not consumed by flames.  But 
this time, the whole place was ablaze 
and it was the people instead who were 
consumed with fear: "All of Mount Sinai 
was covered with smoke because the 
LORD had descended on it in the form 
of fire.  The smoke billowed into the sky 
like smoke from out of a brick kiln, and 
the whole mountain shook violently.  As 
the blast of the ram's horn grew louder 
and louder, Moses spoke, and God 
thundered His reply" (Exodus 19:18-19 
NIV). 

Contrast that scene with what the 
writer of Hebrews says is the way now 
with which God's people hear His voice: 
"You have not come to a physical 
mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, as the Israelites did at 
Mount Sinai.  For they heard an awesome trumpet blast and a voice so terrible that they 
BEGGED God to stop speaking...No, you have come to Mount Zion.." (to Jesus?) "...to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem...You have come to Jesus."  (Yes, to Jesus!)  -
Hebrews 12:18-19, 22, 24 NIV). 

We can hear the LORD's voice, says the writer of Hebrews.  Not everyone thinks St. 
Paul necessarily wrote the Letter to the Hebrews, which is why people often say "the writer 

of Hebrews" instead of calling the writer Paul.  So, 
how does "the writer of Hebrews" say we hear 
God's voice now?  Here's what he wrote: "Now in 
these final days, He has spoken to us through His 
Son" (Hebrews 1:2).  Just like the ancient people of 
Israel were warned to hear what the LORD was 
saying, although it was completely terrifying for 
them, the "writer of Hebrews" says that people in 
the time after Christ now need to listen to the 
Lamb.  Here is how he puts it: "Be careful that you 
do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking.  
For if the people of Israel did not escape when they 
refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, 
we will certainly not escape if we reject the One 
who speaks to us from heaven!" (Hebrews 12:25).  
Ok!  So what does "the One who speaks from 
heaven" say to us today?  He says this: "Come to 
me..." (Matthew 11:28).  "Remain in me..." (John 
15:4).  And, "I AM with you always..." (Isaiah 
41:10, Matthew 28:20, etc.).      Thanks be to God! 



 3 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug 22  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Sat, Aug 24 -   
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Aug 25 -  Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Aug 26  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Candlewood East 
Tue, Aug 27 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Aug 28 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
  5:30 pm - PraiseWalks, Still River Greenway 
Thu, Aug 29 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
Sat, Aug 31 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sept   1 -  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Join us on 

September 14th at 

6:00 pm we will 

have a parish-wide 

potluck in Crocker 

Hall to celebrate 

10 years together 

with Fr. Joe!  

Details and sign up 

to be out soon! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Readings: Released on the Sabbath 
 

Jeremiah 1:4-10  •  Psalm 71:1-6  •  Hebrews 12:18-29  •  Luke 13:10-17 
 

T 
he common life of a community is in jeopardy when people turn against each 
other, burden each other unnecessarily, blame each other unjustly, and speak 
with malice.  “Remove the yoke from among you,” says the prophet Isaiah, “the 

pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil” (Is. 58:9). 
Instead, the prophet promotes a vision of justice and equity, demonstrated principally in 

concern for those who are most vulnerable.  “If you offer your food to the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be 
like the noonday” (Is. 58:10). 

A series of rich images follow.  “The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your 
needs in parched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered 
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  Your ancient ruins shall be 
rebuilt” (Is. 58:11-12).  These promises are contingent; they hang upon a social commitment 
to the wellbeing of the weak and desperate. 

A community is no less at risk if all times and occasions are given to “going your own 
way, serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs” (Is. 58:13).  In this situation, 
everyone is simply the object of everyone else’s manipulation for personal advantage or 
gain.  Notwithstanding the legitimate need for a livelihood, the setting aside of “self-
interest” for a time helps to strengthen families and communities, allowing a space for 
mutual engagement in common life and shared interests. 

We need rest, and joy, and communal delight.  In a word, we need the Sabbath.  “If you 
refrain from trampling the Sabbath, from pursuing 
your own interests on holy days; if you call the 
Sabbath a delight and the holy days of the Lord 
honorable; if you honor it, not going your own 
ways … then you shall take delight in the Lord, 
and I will make your ride upon the heights of the 
earth” (Is. 58:13-14). 
 The prophet calls for intervention on behalf of 
the hungry and the afflicted, and he calls for a holy 
day of rest.  While sacred rest precludes “pursuing 
one’s interests,” does it prohibit action on behalf 
of the hungry and the afflicted?  Is there a time 
when desperate human need may or should be 
ignored in the name of religious observance? 

The point has been argued incessantly, and, generally, exceptions have been allowed, 
and not only in reference to human need.  Jesus asks this probing question, “Does not each 
one of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to 
give it water” (Lk 13:16)?  If the basic needs of domestic animals may be met on the 
Sabbath, then the affliction of a “daughter of Abraham” may be healed whenever and 
wherever the Great Physician appears. 

“Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.  And just then there 
appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. …  When Jesus saw 
her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free from your ailment” (Lk 13:10-
12).  Using the same word referring to the release of an ox or donkey, the story suggest that 
the woman is “unbound/untied/unfastened.”  So released, she stands erect to behold source 
of her healing.  This miracle story is a wound if it is only one healing; that is, a wound to 
those who are not released in such a sudden and dramatic fashion.  But, in truth, this is a 
story about “a bent woman who was bound,” symbolizing our fallen state.  In Christ she 
rises, as we do.  She is one among many. 
 
Look It Up 
Read Luke 13:12. 
 

Think About It  
You are released this day and every day.         - from The Living Church, 2019 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=433347249
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, August 24th 
 

St. Bartholomew, Apostle 
 

T he name "Bartholomew" appears in the New Testament only on lists of the names of 
the twelve apostles.  This list normally is given as six pairs, and the third pair in each 

of the Synoptics is "Philip and Bartholomew" (M 10:3; P 3:18; L 6:14; 
but A 1:13). 

John gives no list of the Twelve, but refers to more of them 
individually than the Synoptists.  He does not name Bartholomew, but 
early in his account (John 1:43-50) he tells of the call to discipleship of 
a Nathaniel who is often supposed to be the same person. 

The reasoning is as follows: John's Nathanael is introduced as one of 
the earliest followers of Jesus, and in terms which suggest that he 
became one of the Twelve.  He is clearly not the same as Peter, Andrew, 
James, John, Philip, Thomas, Judas Iscariot, Judas (Jude--not Iscariot, 
also called Lebbaeus, or Thaddeus), all of whom John names separately.  
He is not Matthew, whose call is described differently (M 9:9).  This 
leaves Bartholomew, James the son of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes.  Of 
these, Bartholomew is the leading candidate for two reasons: 

(1) "Bar-tholomew" is a patronymic, meaning "son of Tolmai (or 
Talmai)."  It is therefore likely that he had another name (A historical 
novel which may not be well researched informs me that a first-century 
Jew would be likely to use the patronymic instead of the forename as a 
mark of respect in speaking to a significantly older Jew.).  "Nathanael son of Tolmai" seems 
more likely than "Nathanael also called James (or Simon)." 

(2) Nathanael is introduced in John's narrative as a friend of Philip.  Since Bartholomew is 
paired with Philip on three of our four lists of 
Apostles, it seems likely that they were associated. 
 We have no certain information about 
Bartholomew's later life.  Some writers, including 
the historian Eusebius of Caesarea (now Har Qesari, 
32:30 N 34:54 E, near Sedot Yam), say that he 
preached in India.  The majority tradition, with 
varying details, is that Bartholomew preached in 
Armenia, and was finally skinned alive and beheaded 
to Albanus or Albanopolis (now Derbent, 42:03 N 
48:18 E) on the Caspian Sea.  His emblem in art is a 
flaying knife.  The flayed Bartholomew can be seen 
in Michelangelo's Sistine painting of the Last 
Judgement.  He is holding his skin.  The face on the 
skin is generally considered to be a self-portrait of 
Michelangelo. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“For behold, some are last who will be first and some are first who will be 

last.” Luke 13:30 
 

O ur standards in our society are so different from 

God’s standards.  We often rate or rank people 

by what they have, how powerful they are, or 

how successful they are.  Jesus reminds 

us that God will not judge us by the 

same earthly standards. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_apostles#The_Twelve_Apostles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synoptic_Gospels
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741417
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741468
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741489
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741784
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212741855
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jun29.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/nov30.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/jul25.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/dec27.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/may1.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/dec21.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/oct28.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/sep21.html
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=212742242
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/may1.html
http://www.missionstclare.com/english/people/oct28.html
http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/patronymic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/judaica/ejud_0002_0018_0_17921.html
http://india.gov.in/
http://www.gov.am/en/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derbent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caspian_Sea
http://www.planetgast.net/symbols/apostles/bartholo.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Last_judgement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Last_judgement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo
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A s stewards of all that 

God has given us, 

including Sabbath rest, how 

does our use of our time let 

others see that we actually 

mean what we say, that we 

do what we talk about? 
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

†  Introducing PraiseWalks 
 

E very Wednesday night at 5:30 pm and on nights when PraiseKicks does not meet  

we’ll meet, we will do a walk on the Still River Greenway.  We'll meet at the north 

end of the Greenway, plenty of parking at the 

former Hearth Restaurant.  This is very low 

impact exercise and everyone can go at their own 

pace, run, walk, whatever.  Since this is a walk, 

bring a friend, kids, neighbors, whoever.  Our 

goal will be to meet back at our cars by 6:45 pm. 

 E-mail dszen@yahoo.com for more info. 

I n which year of the reign of 

Josiah did the word of the 

Lord first come to Jeremiah? 

a) 5th     b) 13th     c) 21st 

Jeremiah 1:1-2 NIV 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Jeremiah+1:1-2&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

†  Mission Crosses 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

Summer Sunday School meets each 
week at 10:30 am.  Join the fun! 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, starting 

Tuesday, September 10th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their 

potential impact on your life.  If you want to let the 

Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for 

digging deeper.  Explore the lives and times of these 

prophets and discover their important teachings so that 

you will come to know God in a new and life-

transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  Please register by August 16, by emailing Debbi 

Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

†  Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 

P lease consider hosting a Sunday morning Coffee Hour for Saint 

Paul's.  We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am 

service.  It's fun and easy plus you will only host three times a year!  It's a 

wonderful, sharing ministry that doesn't take a lot of your time, but is still 

most rewarding.  Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call 

203-775-6633 for information or to sign up.  Thanks everyone! 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
mailto:Chamla@Charter.net
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Infirm Woman 

2002 
Louis Glanzman 

 

O n a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a woman was there 
who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years.  She was bent over and could 

not straighten up at all.  When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, 
“Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.”  Then he put his hands on her, and 
immediately she straightened up and praised God.  Indignant because Jesus had healed on 
the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work.  So 
come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”  The Lord 
answered him, “You hypocrites!  Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to 
give it water?  Then should not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be 
set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”  When he said 
this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were 
delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. 

This is the last time in Luke that Jesus appears in a synagogue.  
The mention of the spirit is important, because the woman's 
opponent is not merely mortality or the natural process of aging but 
a spiritual agent.  The age of her condition indicates how serious it 
is.  Again, Jesus takes the initiative - a significant act in a culture 
that tended to shun women.  Again, He shows his authority. 

Louis Glanzman was born in 1922, raised in the farmlands of 
Virginia, and is a self-educated artist.  He began his career at the 
age of sixteen as a comic book illustrator.  During the 50's he 
illustrated numerous children's books, including the popular 'Pippi 
Longstocking' series.  Noted as one of America's most prolific 
illustrators and acclaimed portrait painters he is deeply proud of his 
many historical paintings.  Recently, his 13 portrait series of the 
Women of the New Testament became the basis for a book of 
spiritual reflections entitled 'Soul Sisters.'  More of his work can be 
seen at http://www.louisglanzman.com. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

 “T herefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, let us give thanks, by 

which we offer to God an acceptable 

worship with reverence and awe...”  

The world may often be topsy-turvy, 

and our lives in turmoil, but the 

bottom line for believers is that God’s 

kingdom cannot be shaken...we are safe if we 

commit ourselves to His protection. 

 

http://www.louisglanzman.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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Hyena Den 

 

 

†  Happy Birthday 

R enata Galdino celebrates Saturday!  Sunday is the big day for  Barbara Gallo.  

Have a blessed day everyone. 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

†  Men’s Bible Study 

E ven though the Men’s Bible Study concluded its 

most recent study on the Book of Daniel this 

past week.  It doesn’t mean their summer is over. 

They will meet this coming Monday night at 

Candlewood East at 7:00 pm when they will learn all 

about their next study.  And share some fellowship, 

food and fun.  A enjoy whatever remote toy Bill 

Schrull happens to bring along. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Israel, Revisited  

†  Are You Listening?   
 

And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the Lord went 
on continually.              Joshua 6:13 
 

W hen traveling in the Holy Land, sooner or later you will 
encounter a shofar, typically in the many souvenir shops 

or in the Old City of Jerusalem. 
The shofar, or ram’s horn, is a unique instrument.  Although 

individual notes on a scale cannot be played on it, the combination 
of long and short blasts can form a melody.  No two shofars are 
alike  In Biblical times, the shofar was used to announce the onset 
of the beginning of the Sabbath and holidays.  This was in pre-
calendar days when people couldn’t always be sure when the 
festival would begin.  Click here to listen to a shofar. 

Nowadays, the most important time of the year to use the shofar 
is at the New Year, Rosh Hashanah.  In fact, one name for Rosh Hashanah is the “Day of 
the Blowing of the Shofar.”  On this day it is blown 100 times!  By tradition, a person who 
has not listened to the shofar has not observed the day. 

The shofar is mentioned seventy two times in the Bible and was connected to other 
events: coronations, festivals, worship and as a sound to rally to battle, including the 
conquests of Joshua and the people of Israel to bring the walls of Jericho down. 

 The first reference of the use of the shofar in Scriptures is when God called Moses to 
the summit of Mt. Sinai.  The role of the Shofar in the receiving of the Torah at Mount Sinai 
had a tremendous impact on the people through the ages.  “And when the voice of the 

trumpet sounded long, and waxed louder and louder, 
Moses spoke, and God answered him by a voice”.  In 
various places in the Bible, the shofar is conceived as 
an instrument used by God himself. 
 After the destruction of the Second Temple and in 
the Diaspora, the Shofar lost its’ public and strategic 
meaning, but retained its’ ritual role, particularly on 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
 We’ve had several occasions to hear the sound of 
the shofar on our journeys throughout Israel.  First upon 
our entrance to Jerusalem atop Mount Scopus, during 
our shopping excursions and in the Old City during the 
Thursday Bar Mitzvah celebrations!  In Temple days, 
the horn would be sounded from the mount. 
 The shofar evokes many Biblical themes, not the 

least of which is the ram caught in the thicket which Abraham used as a sacrifice in place of 
his son, Isaac. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+6:13&version=KJV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5FcH5hKGqs
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes them 
feel good about their presence in church.  At St. 
Paul’s, we are always looking for people who 
feel called to serve in this important ministry.  If 
you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Aug 25th 8 am   Durkins    10:30 am Heidi Duckett 
Sep   1st 8 am     Polly Sorrentino  10:30 am  Jack Collins 
Sep   8th 8 am    Kovacs    10:30 am  Beth Beth 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET


14  

 

†  Ancient Christian Writers 
 

A reading from a homily of John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople (407). 
 
 

I 
t was clear through unlearned persons that the cross was persuasive, in fact, it 
persuaded the whole world.  Their discourse was not of unimportant matters 
but of God and true religion, of the Gospel way of life and future judgment, 

yet it turned plain, uneducated folk into philosophers.  How the foolishness of God 
is wiser than we are, and God’s weakness stronger than we are! 

In what way is it stronger?  It made its way throughout the world and overcame all 
people; countless throngs sought to eradicate the very name of the Crucified, but that 
name flourished and grew even mightier.  Its enemies lost out and perished; the living 
who waged war on a dead man proved helpless.  Therefore, when a Greek tells me I 
am dead, he shows only that he is foolish indeed, for I, whom he thinks a fool, turns 
out to be wiser than those reputed wise.  So too, in calling me weak, he but shows 
that he is weaker still.  For the good deeds which tax-collectors and fishermen were 
able to accomplish by God’s grace, the philosophers, the rulers, and the countless 
multitudes cannot even imagine. 

Paul had this in mind when he said: “The weakness of God is stronger than 
humankind.”  That the preaching of these apostles was indeed divine is brought 
home to us in the same way.. For how otherwise could twelve uneducated men, who 
lived on lakes and rivers and wastelands, get the idea for such an immense enterprise?  
How could people who perhaps had never been in a city or a public square think of 
setting out to do battle with the whole world?  That they were fearful and timid, the 
evangelist makes clear; he did not reject the fact or try to hide their weaknesses.  
Indeed he turned these into a proof of the truth.  What did he say of them?  That 
when Christ was arrested, the others fled, despite all of the miracles they had seen, 
while he who was leader of the others denied him! 

How then account for the fact that these men, who in Christ’s lifetime did not 
stands up to the attacks by the Jews, set forth to do battle with the whole world once 
Christ was dead - if, as you claim, Christ did not rise and speak to them and rouse 
their courage?  Did they perhaps say to themselves: “What is this?  He could not save 
himself but he will protect us?  He did not help himself when he was alive, but now 
that he is dead he will extend a helping had to us?  In his lifetime he brought no 
nation under his banner, but by uttering his name we will win over the whole world?”  
Would it not be wholly irrational even to think such thoughts, much less to act upon 
them? 

It is evident, then, that if they had not seen him risen and had proof of his power, 
they would not have risked so much. 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

Lord of the Sabbath 
 

 Jeremiah 1:4-10 

F rom the Hebrew scriptures we hear the story of the calling of Jeremiah to be a 
prophet of the Lord.  Jeremiah protests that he is inadequate to 

the task, but the Lord promises to be with him.  He has been chosen to 
prophesy destruction and exile for Judah.  Yet he will also help his people 
find faith that can survive without city and sanctuary until they are one 
day brought back to Jerusalem. 

 Psalm 71:1-6 
A prayer that God will continue to be one’s refuge and stronghold. 
 Hebrews 12:18-29 
In this epistle lesson disciples are said to stand, not before Mount 

Sinai, but before Mount Zion of the heavenly Jerusalem.  Theirs is an 
unshakable kingdom.  The covenant at Sinai was made in terror.  
Through the covenant brought about by Jesus’ sacrifice, the new people 
become God’s children.  Not to heed the voice of Christ, however, is 
more dangerous than it was not to hear God’s words spoken through 
Moses.  The God of fire who shook the earth at Sinai will shake earth 
and heaven once more.  Only what is unshaken will remain. 

 Luke 13:10-17 
In our gospel lesson Jesus, on the Sabbath day, heals a long-suffering woman from 

an infirmity she has had for many years.  The effect of Jesus’ laying on of hands is 
immediate.  Rather than rejoicing at the blessing received by the woman, the official 
in the place of worship protests Jesus’ trespass against one traditional understanding 
of Sabbath regulations, an argument apparently current in Jesus’ time.  Jesus sharply 
contrasts these rules with kindness routinely shown to animals, shaming the official 
and causing 
all to 
marvel at 
his words 
and deeds. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

F ix your eyes on Jesus: So you don’t grow 

weary.  To replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 13:10-17 
This lesson invites all of us who 

seek to follow Jesus today to 

ponder the ways in which our own 

rules, customs, and habits of what 

is right and proper have in fact 

become "Bad News" for the 

poor, the blind, and the 

oppressed - and to break those 

bonds so that we might ourselves 

be proclaimers of Good News of 

release, recovery, and freedom.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#OLDTEST1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#PSALM1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp16_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Kent School; South Kent School; Pomfret School; 
Salisbury School; Wooster School; Rectory School; St. 
Thomas Day School, New Haven; Trinity Academy, 
Hartford; the Episcopal Church at Yale; the Episcopal 
Church at UCONN, Storrs; Berkeley Divinity School, New 
Haven; Trinity College, Hartford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Students preparing to enter schools, colleges, universities, 
and seminaries. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, 
Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam 
Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, 
Karen, Pam, Ray and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Oriental Republic of Uruguay; the people of Botswana; the Diocese of 
Bunyoro-Kitara (Uganda) The Rt Revd Samuel Kahuma; and our sister and brother 
members of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated). 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for  protection from mor tar  attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food 
Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of August. 
.....Christian Community Church, Danbury, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Unity of the Church. 
.....That through our good stewardship, we may build up 
God’s kingdom here on earth and earn a place at God’s 
eternal banquet. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder  and chairman of the Jer icho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for  strength, courage and spir itual wisdom 
as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor .  
Pray also for her parents, Patricia and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

S mall Pleasures (Μικρές Χαρές) 
Once upon a time in a country far far away 

a boy lived, very different from all the others.  
His name was Eftichis.  Everything ran 
smoothly in his life until one day, many many 
years ago an incident made him see life from a 
different perspective.  And suddenly, a big 
secret was revealed. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botswana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformed_Churches_in_the_Netherlands_%28Liberated%29
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/14.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flkFW5E0XcM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flkFW5E0XcM
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barney_Smith_(artist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toilet_seat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toilet_seat
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2146165415605080

