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“There is a time for everything, and a season for every
activity under the heavens.” Ecclesiastes 3:1
Dear Friends,

S

tarting this Sunday, our worship and fellowship will
point us toward a new season ahead. We now begin our
eleventh year serving our Lord together, and we will
celebrate this gift of shared ministry with a party on
Saturday, September 14th.
A few other new beginnings to note: our 10 am Wednesday
Healing Eucharist resumes on the 4th with renewed acoustic
worship; Sunday School kicks off on the 8th; our Monday
Evening Men's Bible study begins the Gospel of John on the
9th; and our Ladies Tuesday AM begins a new program on
the 10th.
To everything there is indeed a season. Thank you for your
faithfulness, know what a privilege it is to serve as your
Rector, and may we continue to be blessed as we journey
into a future bright in God's eternal love.
St. Paul’s Church

Faithfully in Christ,

174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
Beth Miller, Parish Office Coordinator
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† Start Spreading
the News!

“I

f you alter or obscure the
Biblical portrait of God in
order to attract converts, you don't
get converts to God, you get
converts to an illusion. This is not
evangelism, but
deception.”
John Piper

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Aug 29 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Sat, Aug 31 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Sun, Sept 1 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Tue, Sept 3 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Wed, Sept 4 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall
5:30 pm - PraiseWalks, Still River Greenway
Thu, Sept 5
5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
7:00 pm - Mission Committee, Guild Room
7:30 pm - Property Committee, Classroom
7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary
Sat, Sept 7 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall
Sun, Sept 8 Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
10:30 am - Sunday School
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
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† Open Wide

by John Tuthill

“...Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

F

- Psalm 81:10 (ESV)

illing in the void and making
dark emptiness light and
complete is just what our Lord
continually does. This is true in the
readings we will hear on Sunday and
holds true through the Bible from
beginning to end. Think of it! On the
first day of creation, God made
everything from out of empty nothing.
Nothingness was filled with His own
goodness when He spoke His Word, "Let
there be light!" In the Psalm we'll sing
or say together on Sunday, here's what
God's people are promised: "For it was I,
the Lord your God, who rescued you
from the land of Egypt. Open your
mouth wide, and I will fill it with good
things" (Psalm 81:10 NIV).
In what way did God keep this promise? He sent us Jesus! Mary knew this and said so
in what is called the "Magnificat" found in Luke 1:53: "He has filled the hungry with good
things..." (Luke 1:53). The Apostle John also recognized that Jesus is fullness, the complete
fullness of God Himself in human flesh. He wrote that Jesus is the fullest revelation of
God, fuller than the ways God was shown in the Law of God and in all of the prophets put
together. In John 1:16-18 it says this: "Out of His FULLNESS we have all received grace in
place of grace already given. For the Law was given through Moses; grace AND truth came
through Jesus Christ...He has made Him known." (NIV translation).
Who else witnessed Jesus fill His people with good things? When the wine was all gone
at the wedding feast (John chapter 2) and there was a void of shame on the groom, the bride
and all of the hosts, Jesus made the pots with the water for washing turned into an
abundance of the very best wine. Or, what about when Peter and company fished all night
and they caught exactly nothing, diddly to show for their all-night efforts? He told them to
lower their nets again where He directed and "this time the nets were so full of fish that they
began to tear!" (Luke 5:6). Then there was the small boy's lunch that the Apostle Andrew
reported was all they had to feed many thousands of hungry people. Jesus multiplied that
small lunch until every person ate their complete fill - with 12 baskets collected as left-over
"...from five barley loves" (John 6:13). Paul the Apostle wrote that Jesus still fills the actual
church, the body of believers. Paul
said, "...And the church is His body,
made FULL and COMPLETE by
Christ, who fills all things
everywhere with
HIMSELF" (Ephesians 1:22-23
NLT) and "the entire universe filled
with Himself" (Ephesians 4:10).
Open wide! The heart, life and
whole being of each person is
actually empty, although it may
seem temporarily full for short
periods - unless filled with Jesus.
Open wide and let's ask to be filled
with His truth and with His very life
today and always.
Thanks be to God!
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† Most Intimately Ours
Jeremiah 2:4-13 • Psalm 81:1, 10-16 • Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 • Luke 14:1, 7-14

“‘N

ow then,’ said Joshua, ‘throw away the foreign gods that are among you
and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.’ And the people
said to Joshua, ‘We will serve the Lord our God and obey him’” (Josh.
24:23-24). There is one true God, and many gods carried under secret cover. Powers and
principalities and compulsions over which humans have very little control push and tug and
direct toward destruction. What has happened? The gods of this age (which are no gods)
have usurped the role of the supreme governor. They accept subjugation to no one and
nothing. They rail to rule the world. Let us name a few of these gods: a deep fascination
and sentimentality toward violence, graphic and demeaning eroticism, unrestrained greed,
racism, sexism, alcoholism, gluttony, deceit, dangerous distraction and inattention. This is
not the plan of God.
And yet God has called his people into a free covenantal relationship. A free people are
always free to leave; the wide road to destruction remains open. “They followed worthless
idols and became worthless themselves.
… [M]y people have exchanged their
glorious God for worthless idols” (Jer.
2:5, 11). “I gave them over to their
stubborn hearts, to follow their own
counsels” (Ps. 81:12). “[T]hey did not
think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God, so God gave them
over to a depraved mind, so that they
do what ought not to be done” (Rom.
1:28). God wants to rule. Humans
want to rule themselves. Perhaps what
God has called debased is simply a
human come of age, thinking and
growing and experimenting? We stand
over divine speech and assess from a
distance: Did God say? Who is God to say, to command, to forbid?
These problems are a false opposition. God is wholly other, and yet does not stand
against what he has called into being by love and with love and in love. God wants fullness
of life, human fulfillment, and flourishing. “When we rebel, we are in rebellion not against
what is foreign to us but against that which is most intimately ours, not against what is
removed from us but against that which lies at our hands. … He is the hidden abyss; but He
is also the hidden home at the beginning and the end of all our journeyings. Disloyalty to
Him is disloyalty to ourselves” (Karl Barth, The Epistle to the Romans, p. 46; emphasis
mine).
“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Gal. 2:20 RSV). No longer I is
not the destruction of nature, but nature’s perfection by grace. Putting on Christ, the new
being, is to wear a garment fit and apt to one’s true self and vocation.
Some aspects of the new humanity may be sketched with word pictures: gracious,
merciful, righteous, generous, a firm and steady heart, special generosity toward the poor,
mutual love, hospitality, compassion toward the imprisoned and tortured, holy marriage,
free from the love of money, respectful of leaders, doing good, being humble, sharing a
banquet with the disenfranchised and neglected (Ps. 112; Heb. 13:1-8, 15-15; Luke 14:13).
A constellation of words speaks of our one true love, Christ our Lord, with whom we die to
our small and sinful selves to rise as his appointed witness, new and free and generous. This
is the day that the Lord has made, the day he is making you your true self in Christ. It fits.
Look It Up
Read Psalm 112. The Psalter is “A Life of Christ.”
Think About It
“I Did It My Way”: A great song, but a terrible plan.
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- from The Living Church, 2016

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Thursday, August 29th

T

The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist

he Beheading of Saint John the Baptist commemorates the martyrdom by
beheading of John the Baptist on the orders of Herod Antipas through the
vengeful request of his step-daughter Salome and her mother Herodias.
According to the Synoptic Gospels, Herod, who was tetrarch, or sub-king, of Galilee
under the Roman Empire, had imprisoned John the Baptist because he reproved Herod for
divorcing his wife (Phasaelis, daughter of King Aretas of Nabataea) and unlawfully taking
Herodias, the wife of his brother Herod Philip I. On Herod's birthday, Herodias' daughter
(whom Josephus identifies as Salome) danced before the king and his guests. Her dancing
pleased Herod so much that in his drunkenness he promised to give her anything she
desired, up to half of his kingdom.
When Salome asked her mother what
she should request, she was told to ask
for the head of John the Baptist on a
platter. Although Herod was appalled
by the request, he reluctantly agreed
and had John executed in the prison.
The Jewish historian Flavius
Josephus also relates in his Antiquities
of the Jews that Herod killed John,
stating that he did so, "lest the great
influence John had over the people
might put it into his [John's] power and
inclination to raise a rebellion, (for
they seemed ready to do any thing he
should advise), [so Herod] thought it
best [to put] him to death." He further
states that many of the Jews believed
that the military disaster that fell upon
Herod at the hands of Aretas, his father
-in-law (Phasaelis' father), was God's
punishment for his unrighteous behavior.
None of the sources gives an exact date, which was probably in the years 28–29 AD
(Matthew 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-27; Luke 9:9) after imprisoning John the Baptist in 27 AD at
the behest of Herodias his brother's wife whom he took as his mistress. According to
Josephus, the death took place at the fortress of Machaerus.

“D

o not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels unaware.” Blessed are
those who make service to others an ingrained
part of their stewardship lives. “Pay it forward”
and “pass it on” are current mantras for some in
our society. We have been so blessed by our
Creator that these reminders should be
welcomed and, yes, sought out tasks for us.
7
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† Saints of God
Thursday, August 29th

John Bunyan

J

Writer, 1688

ohn Bunyan was born in 1628 at Elstow in
Bedfordshire England.
Little is known about his early life. His parents were
poor; his father was a brazier, a trade that Bunyan also followed
for a time. Bunyan had little to no formal education, and he may
have learned to read English from reading the Bible. He served as
a soldier in the Parliamentary army during the English Civil War,
after which he married. His wife introduced him to Arthur Dent’s
Plain Man’s Pathway to Heaven and Bishop Lewis Bayly’s
Practice of Piety, devotional books that set him on the religious
path.
In 1653 he was baptized into the Bedford Baptist (Independent)
Church, and was soon thereafter recognized as a preacher, a
vocation at which he excelled. He claimed to have had visions
similar to those of Teresa of Avila. After the Restoration of the
monarchy in 1660, Bunyan was targeted and slandered by the new
royalist government along with many others who had supported
the revolutionary cause during the Civil War. Under the laws of the restored Stuart regime,
congregational meeting houses were closed and citizens were required to attend their
Anglican parishes. It was punishable by law for anyone, except those who had been
ordained according to Episcopal orders, to conduct services or preach. Bunyan was arrested
while preaching in 1660 and spent most of the next twelve years imprisoned in Bedford.
While imprisoned, Bunyan wrote the first part of his most famous work, The Pilgrim’s
Progress, an allegorical story that was completed in 1684. The Pilgrim’s Progress tells the
story of Christian, a lonely pilgrim who must cross such treacherous terrain as the Slough of
Despond and the River of Death before finally reaching the Land of Beulah. Along with
John Milton’s Paradise Lost, it was one of the most influential works of the seventeenth
century, and retained its influence for several centuries thereafter.

† Transforming
Stewardship
“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite
the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind;
blessed indeed will you be because of their
inability to repay you." Luke 14:13 -14

W

e have a difficult time with the
concept of giving without
expecting something in return. Even when
we give to charity we often want something
in return - a raffle ticket, a dinner, or a
chance to play golf. Yet, as Christian
stewards we need to remember that the true
reward for our giving awaits us in heaven.
9

J

esus reminds us that the
calling of a follower is to
take care of those from whom
we can expect no reward. His is
not an easy task for many of us.
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† Introducing PraiseWalks

E

very Wednesday night at 5:30 pm and on nights when PraiseKicks does not
meet we’ll meet, we will do a walk on the Still River Greenway. We'll
meet at the north end of the Greenway,
plenty of parking at the former Hearth
Restaurant. This is very low impact exercise
and everyone can go at their own pace, run,
walk, whatever. Since this is a walk, bring a
friend, kids, neighbors, whoever. Our goal
will be to meet back at our cars by 6:45 pm.
E-mail dszen@yahoo.com for more info.

A

ccording
to the
author of
Hebrews, we
are to keep
our lives free from the love of...
what?
Hebrews 13:5 NIV

† New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has
Formed!
You Are Invited!
Every Wednesday at 9:15 am
Place: Kids Kingdom Playground
100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield
(Municipal park with the 3 big horses)
Ages: Preschool with parent/adult
Days: Wednesdays
Time: from 9:15-10:45
Come, make new friends and enjoy the
beautiful outdoors! A free ministry of St.
Paul’s Church Brookfield. Friends welcome
too.
Join the group on our Facebook Page:
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup.
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† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in
the red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.
Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are
praying for someone else’s! You might just be praying for
the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

Summer Sunday School meets each
week at 10:30 am. Join the fun!
† Mission Crosses
“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time.
If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it
to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com.

P

† Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

lease consider hosting a Sunday morning Coffee Hour for Saint
Paul's. We are especially looking for people after the 8:00 am
service. It's fun and easy plus you will only host three times a year! It's a
wonderful, sharing ministry that doesn't take a lot of your time, but is still
most rewarding. Please contact Mary Allen at Chamla@Charter.net or call
203-775-6633 for information or to sign up. Thanks everyone!

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be
studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, starting
Tuesday, September 10th at 9:15 am in the Guild Room.
The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos,
Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as
part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor"
about the lessons they teach about God or their
potential impact on your life. If you want to let the
Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for
digging deeper. Explore the lives and times of these
prophets and discover their important teachings so that
you will come to know God in a new and lifetransforming way.
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11
am. Please register by August 16, by emailing Debbi
Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com. Workbooks are $12.
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† You Have Approached Mount Zion

T

he Letter to the Hebrews may have been written to Jewish Christians
who were having doubts about their conversion. The author suggests
that they compare the two mountains on which each religion began. The Old
Testament came from Mount Sinai, a dark, forbidding place covered with
storms. The Hebrews were forbidden to approach it and were afraid of the
voice of God. In contrast, the New Testament was established on Mount
Zion in Jerusalem. It was the site of the Last Supper. Anyone can approach
Jesus' meal of love without fear. His voice is gentle and calm.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
“Children in a Democracy -- On Arizona Highway 87, Maricopa County”
1940
Lange, Dorothea, 1895-1965

"O

n Arizona Highway 87, south of Chandler. Maricopa County, Arizona.
Children in a democracy. A migratory family living in a trailer in an open field.
No sanitation, no water. They came from Amarillo, Texas. Pulled bolls near Amarillo,
picked cotton near Roswell, New Mexico, and in Arizona. Plan to return to Amarillo at
close of cotton picking season for work on WPA." Dorethea Lange
Dorothea (May 26, 1895 – October 11, 1965) - Her
images of Depression-era America made her one of the
most acclaimed documentary photographers of the
twentieth century. She is remembered above all for
revealing the plight of sharecroppers, displaced farmers
and migrant workers in the 1930s, and her famous
portrait of Florence Owens Thompson, Migrant
Mother, Nipomo, California(1936), has become an icon
of the period. Since much of this work was carried out
for a government body, the Farm Security
Administration, it has been an unusual test case of
American art being commissioned explicitly to drive
government policy. After the Depression she went on
to enjoy an illustrious career in photo-journalism
during its hey-day, working for leading magazines such
as Fortune and Life, and traveling widely throughout
Asia, Latin America, and Egypt. She was instrumental
in assembling the "Family of Man" exhibition at the
Museum of Modern Art in New York in 1959, a
renowned celebration of struggling post-war humanity.

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.
13
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† Follow Us Live

he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship
services and join in our various events. However, there are still times
when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness. Many of
our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. It has been used by our “Snow Birds,”
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and
former members who have moved away. Why not
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a
church and don’t know what to expect? The services
can be watched live or later online. Just click on the
YouTube button (right) or
tab on our website for
more info.

† Happy Birthday
Shannon Palmer
celebrates tomorrow!
Monday is the big day for
Linda Volpe. Rich
Baldelli will be
blowing out candles
on Tuesday. Rachel
Chaleski will be
another year older
and wiser on
Wednesday. Have a
blessed day
everyone!

Hyena Den

14

Our Daily Bread

O

ur Daily Bread
for September,
October & November
is now available on
the table in the back
of the church. Our
Daily Bread contains
a scripture verse and
meditation for each
day.
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Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you
visit a different church? Name tags help. So, please be courteous
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your
name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.

† Greeters Needed
Greeting people in a warm way makes
them feel good about their presence in
church. At St. Paul’s, we are always
looking for people who feel called to
serve in this important ministry. If you
are interested in becoming a greeter,
please contact Pam Szen
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen
† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The system is simple using the
following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on
the “Give Now” button at the top left of the
first page. Click on the “Create Profile” button to
create your unique on line profile. After you
have created your profile, follow the on line
instructions to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact
Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or
treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.
16

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept 1st 8 am
Sept 8th 8 am
Sept 15th 8 am

Polly Sorrentino
Kovacs
Sandy Chaleski

10:30 am Jack Collins
10:30 am Beth Beck
10:30 am Connie Williams
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† Labor Day
My God, Father and Savior, since you have commanded
us to work in order to meet our needs, sanctify our labor that
it may bring nourishment to our souls as well as to our bodies.
Make us constantly aware that our efforts are worthless
unless guided by your light and by your hand.
Make us faithful to the particular tasks for which you have
bestowed upon us the necessary gifts, taking from us any
envy or jealousy at the vocations of others.
Give us a good heart to supply the needs of the poor,

Prayer by John Calvin
appropriate for Labor Day

saving us from any desire to exalt ourselves over those who
receive our bounty.
And if you should call us into greater poverty than we humanly desire, save us
from any spirit of defiance or resentment, but rather let us
graciously and humbly receive the bounty of others.
Above all, may every temporal grace be matched by
spiritual grace, that in both body and soul we may live to
your glory. Amen.

L

abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a
creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to
the social and economic achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national
tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well-being of
our country.
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New
York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor
Union held their second Labor Day holiday just a year later. In 1884, the first Monday in
September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed. The idea spread with the
growth of labor organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial
centers of the country.
The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in
the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and
esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a
festival for the recreation and amusement of the
workers and their families. Speeches by
prominent men and women were introduced
later as more emphasis was placed upon the
economic and civic significance of the holiday.
Still later, by a resolution of the American
Federation of Labor Convention of 1909, the
Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as
Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and
educational aspects of the labor movement.
Although Labor Day is a secular day, a
number of organizations and houses of worship
express good wishes for the day with prayers.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
(Click on the red links for the readings)

The Lowest Place
Jeremiah 2:4-13
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet gives voice to the Lord’s bafflement with the
families of Israel, who have strayed far and no longer seek for God. The people seem to
have forgotten their deliverance from Egypt and God’s providential care in giving them the
promised land. All have forgotten the Lord; priests, rulers, prophets, and people alike,
pursuing gods which are no gods, and worthless ways. The very heavens are appalled that the
people have turned from God, the fountain of living water.
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Luke 14:1,7-14
A psalm of festival praise and an exhortation to worship the Lord alone.
"This is what Jesus is
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
In this reading Christians are urged to live moral, hospitable, and charitable
teaching / proclaiming
lives, recalling the faith and examples of their leaders, but especially the
here. What does it look
unchanging Jesus. The leaders referred to are the founders of this church who
like for those with higher
have now died. Jesus Christ, however, remains with his person, in the past,
present, and future. Scripture says that God will never forsake us, and , with the
status / honor / privilege
Lord as our helper, there is no need to be afraid. Therefore one should be swift to
to live the year of the
worship, both in the praise of one’s lips and by sharing and striving to do good to
Lord's favor?"
others.
Luke 14:1, 7-14
In the gospel Jesus tells a parable about humility and teaches his host that he should invite
the poor and infirm to his feasts. Both the parable and the teaching have a still deeper
significance. The reign of God is the Lord’s gift, which comes to those who do not presume
their place in it. By his actions as well as his words Jesus’ ministry shows that the kingdom is
open to those who are considered by others to be outcasts. People who share in God’s ruling
love and justice are to have a transformed attitude toward the poor and needy.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will
be available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

F

ix your eyes on Jesus: He takes your breath
away. To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
19
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Trinity, Southport; Grace Church, Stafford Springs.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Church musicians: organists; choirs and choir
directors; bands; community chorister programs; parish
committees on liturgy, music, and worship.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay
Lawrence, Alex, Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee
Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan,
Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Ray and Peter continued
healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Zambia; the people of Cambodia; the Diocese of Buye
(Burundi) The Rt Revd Sixbert Macumi; and our sister and brother members of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Malawi.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar
attacks in Somalia with the UN
peacekeeping service.
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury
and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which
is the recipient of our food basket
collections during the month of September.
.....Faith Church, New Milford, a partner
congregation of the Jericho Partnership.
.....Courts of Justice.
.....That generous giving means sharing
with those who cannot repay us.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of
the Jericho Partnership, complete healing
of Multiple Myeloma.
.....James for strength, courage and
spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues.
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor. Pray also for her parents, Patricia and
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Time to Rebrand?
Mr. Thompson and the Vicar are terribly
troubled that nary a one of their new
neighbors is joining them for holy worship.
But fear not! They've got a brilliant plan for
revitalizing their ministry.
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September Lay Schedule

Lectors and Intercessors, please remember to check in before the
service in the Vesting Room. Thank You!
September 1st
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Cindy & Peter Maier
Acolyte: Cheryl Mitchell
Lector: Jeremiah 2:4-13 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Sandra Visser / Larry Creagh
Acolyte: JoAnn Hornak
Lector: Jeremiah 2:4-13 Sandy Chaleski
Intercessor: Giustino Capodilupo
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 81:1, 10-16 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
September 8th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Jeremiah 18:1-11 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Jay Trott
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 Philemon 1-21
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Connie & David Williams
Acolyte: Misty Jacobs
Lector: Jeremiah 18:1-11 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Connie Williams
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 Philemon 1-21
September 15th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 Pam Szen
Intercessor: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Lay Reader: Don Winkley
Psalm 14 1 Timothy 1:12-17

September 15th
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Laurie DoBosh
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 Vito Barbieri
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Giustino Capodilupo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Psalm 14 1 Timothy 1:12-17

September 22nd
Healing Sunday

8:00 AM
Welcoming: Joyce & John Sarver
Acolyte: Christopher Goodman
Lector: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 Ingrid Pruss
Intercessor: Linda Pendergast
Lay Reader: John Tuthill
Lay Reader: Cheryl Mitchell
Psalm 79:1-9 1 Timothy 2:1-7
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri
Acolyte: Joe Bernardo
Lector: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 Giustino Capodilupo
Intercessor: Mary Perry
Lay Reader: Misty Jacobs
Lay Reader: JoAnn Hornak
Psalm 79:1-9 1 Timothy 2:1-7
September 29th
8:00 AM
Welcoming: Pam Szen
Acolyte: Jack Powell
Lector: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 Pam Szen
Intercessor: Dorothy Crocker
Lay Reader: Tim Huber
Lay Reader: Mike Chengeri
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 1 Timothy 6:6-19
10:30 AM
Welcoming: Vito Barbieri / Ron Switzer
Acolyte: Misty Jacobs
Lector: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 Sandy Chaelski
Intercessor: Giustino Capodilupo
Lay Reader: Jim Castronova
Lay Reader: Joe Bernardo
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 1 Timothy 6:6-19
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1 12 Pentecost

2 Labor Day

3

4

5

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

9:15 am Play Group

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:15 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

7:00 pm Mission
Committee

5:30 pm PraiseWalk

7:30 pm Property
Committee

Friday

6

9

10

11

12

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

10:00 am Christian
Caring

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

9:15 am Play Group

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:15 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

7:00 pm Stephen
Ministry

7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves

13

7:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:30 pm Vestry Meeting

15 14 Pentecost

16

17

18

19

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

9:15 am Play Group

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:15 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

14 Holy Cross
Day
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
6:00 pm Fr. Joe 10 Year
Celebration

5:30 pm PraiseWalk

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

7
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast

7:30 pm Music Night

8 13 Pentecost

Saturday

20

21 St. Matthew
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group

5:30 pm PraiseWalk

9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves

22 15 Pentecost

23

24

25

26

8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

9:15 am Play Group

5:45 pm PraiseKicks

7:15 pm Boy Scouts

10:00 am Holy
Communion & Healing

7:30 pm Music Night

5:30 pm PraiseWalk

27

27
7:30 am Men’s
Prayer Breakfast
7:30 am John 21:12
Group
9:15 am PraiseKicks
10:00 am PraiseMoves
11:00 am St. Paul’s
Quilters

29 16 Pentecost
8:00 am Traditional
Communion
9:30 am Rector’s Forum
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Contemporary
Communion

22

30 St. Michael
& All Angels
7:00 pm Men’s Bible
Study

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth
Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
John Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.

Congratulations
to Rita Kelly,
who finished
first in her age
group recently
in the Amber
Room “Run
from the Sun”
5K, benefitting
Anne’s Place,
which provides
free cancer
support services.

23

