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Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.  Matthew 28:19 

Dear Friends, 

W e are a Great Commission church, seeking to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to 

the world.  We have stabilized and enhanced our physical plant together over the last 

decade while establishing countless ministries.  Now we look to building a greater spiritual 

house beyond us. 

We are increasingly becoming a model for other churches in our region, collaborating and 

supporting them in their mission.  A recent grant from our evangelism fund to St. George's 

in Middlebury, to assist in building their ministry to youth, is one example. 

On Saturday evening, while joyfully looking back in celebration of our ten years together, 

let's at the same time challenge one another to be poised for forward growth.  This means 

looking outward as a church, daring to go to another level through risk, experimentation and 

service, all for the sake of the Gospel.  For the call of Christ demands nothing less, and by 

the grace of God, we have what it takes.  See you at the party! 

Faithfully, 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Sept 12 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Sept 14 -    Holy Cross Day 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
  6:00 pm - Fr. Joe 10 Year Celebration Potluck, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sept 15 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Sept 16 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
Tue, Sept 17 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Sept 18 - 9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing 
  5:30 pm - PraiseWalks, Still River Greenway 
Thu, Sept 19  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Sept 21 -    St. Matthew 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Sept 22 -  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/


4  

 
†  He Seeks!  He Saves!   

by John Tuthill 
 

“...Don't be afraid!  Come on!  He is calling for you.” 
- Mark 10:49 (Contemporary English Versions) 

 

C 
onversations and testimonies about being "saved" are a great blessing to 
regularly hear at St. Paul's.  It is not at all unusual or rare as a topic that people 
here shy away from.  But what does seem to be a bit more unusual is to hear this 

part about being saved explicitly spelled-out: Saved...from What?  Seems like a natural 
question, don't you agree?  Saved...from what?  The scandal in the answer may explain why 

this part seems a little less talked about.  When you 
stop and think about it, and then search it out in the 
Bible, the answer to that question is that we are 
saved from God Himself.  Specifically, what we're 
talking about being saved from God's own righteous 
anger at every sin ever, both known and unknown.  
Here's the point: what makes the "Good News" even 
more glorious is that the One we need saving 
FROM, this is exactly the One who saves us!  He 
saves us through the "finished" (John 19:30) work of 
Jesus on the cross.  The incredible and less-often 
expressed fact is that God saves sinners 
from...Himself!  The whole reason Jesus willingly 
entered into His own creation as a man was to carry 

out this single greatest rescue mission of all time and to save sinners (you and me) from 
God's own justice against sin: "...Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners," so says 1 
Timothy 1:15 which is in our readings this week! 

God created His people for His glory (Isaiah 43:7) and to walk with Him in His ways.  
But all people, both collectively and each person individually responded as if to say each 
time we sin, "Imma going my on way, and that way is away from you!"  The Psalm we will 
hear this week (Psalm 14) puts it this way: "The Lord looks down from heaven on the entire 
human race; He looks to see if anyone is truly wise, if anyone seeks God.  But no, all have 
turned away; all have become corrupt.  No one does good, not a single one!" (Psalm 14:2 
NLT).  Seems 100% hopeless - but wait!  The Good News is that our hope is NOT finding 
our own way back.  We not only cannot find our own way back, but the Bible teaches we 
have no desire apart from God to do so anyway.  Our hope instead is in that "Great 
Shepherd" (Yes, not just "Good", see 
Hebrews 13:20).  He calls us, comes out to 
find us, snatches us out of the danger and 
death we willingly walked into and away 
from Him, and then puts us up onto His 
shoulders to carry us off as His own back to 
the other "99" of the fold (Luke 15:4-7, from 
the gospel reading this week). 

He brings us back, not to limit us or to 
confine our lives - no, quite the opposite!  It 
is to give us "life more abundantly" (John 
10:10) and He can do this because Jesus is 
the Author of Life (Acts 3:15).  Again, He 
give this life and at the expense of His own 
that He willingly lay down - it cost God 
everything!  "I AM the Good Shepherd," He 
said.  "The Good Shepherd lays down His life 
for the sheep" (John 10:11).  Thank you, 
Jesus!  You searched us out and carry us into 
the protection and the abundance of your own 
fold and for your own name's sake.   

Thanks be to God! 
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M ore and more people believe the Bible is 
irrelevant or is out dated. 

If you are interested in finding out just how 
relevant and applicable the Bible is consider checking 
out Bible Study Fellowship (BSF). 

BSF, is an interdenominational Bible study open 
to women and children of all faiths.  There are classes 
for men as well, just not in our area yet! 

This year we will be studying the book of ACTS.  It is 30 week in depth study, there 
are questions for personal growth, discussion in small groups, an expository lecture and 
commentary notes, there is no charge. 

The base class meets on Tuesday’s in Southbury at Christ Redeemer Church 114 
Roxbury Road from 7- 8:30 pm.  There is a school program for children in grades 1-12.  
This class begins on September 9th. 

Satellite classes are also available and start on September 10th (see below).  Satellite 
classes watch a recorded lecture and there is no school program for children. 

*Faith Church in Brookfield on Route 7; they meet Tuesday nights from 7-8:30 on 
Tuesday nights. 

*Cornerstone Church in Cheshire on Waterbury Road; they meet Tuesday nights from 
7-8:30. 

To register go to www.bsfinternational.org.  You will also find out more about BSF. 
If you prefer a satellite class, register for the Southbury class with a notation for your 

choice of satellite.  
If you have additional questions, you may call our class administrator, Lynn: 203-233-

0405. 
Note that there are also on-line classes for those who are not local and/or are not 

available to attend a Monday or Tuesday class.  Please inquire with Dorothy Crocker via 
text at 860-488-1982. 

 

Can you help beyond 
the Red Doors? 

 

Walter von Egidy has a neighbor, Jim, who 
is going through cancer treatments. 

Although they have been working through 
local agencies for transportation to those 
treatments, it has not always been successful.  
With that being said, on an as needed basis, 
we are hoping to have a list of individuals who 
may be willing and able to help out.  The need 
would be weekdays and transportation from 
southern New Milford area to Danbury and 
back. 
 Please contact Walter at 860-354-1316 for 
more details and to help out. 

An Open invitation 

Deacon Tara Shepley has begun her 

new ministry at St. George’s Church In 

Middlebury.  

She welcomes us to 

visit on any Sunday. 

Bible Study 8:30 am 

Worship 9:30 am 

St. George’s Church 

Tucker Hill Rd., 

Middlebury 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

 

“Everything I have is yours.” Luke 15:31 
 

O ur Heavenly Father gives us everything, 

including the chance to share in His eternal 

kingdom.  Yet, like the Prodigal Son we are often lured 

away by the materialism of our society.  Do we really want 

to turn our backs on all that God offers in exchange for a material wealth that has no lasting 

value? 

http://www.bsfinternational.org
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†  Welcomed Sinners  
 

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28  •  Psalm 14  •  1st Timothy 1:12-17  •  Luke 15:1-10 
 

S 
in is center stage in the appointed readings. 
Sin is life without God, a life unable to please God, and miserable to the sinner.  
“Now it is I who speak judgment against them,” says the Lord through his holy 

prophet.  “My people are foolish, they do not know me, they have no understanding; they 
are skilled in evil, they know not how to do good” (Jer. 4:22).  The Lord speaks to Moses, 
saying, “Go down at once!  Your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, have 
acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them; 
they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshipped it and sacrificed to 
it” (Ex. 32:7-8). 

The appointed psalms are equally grim.  “The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, 
to see if there is any who is wise, if there is one who seeks after God.  Every one has proved 
faithless; all alike have turned bad; there is none who does good; no, not one” (Ps. 14:2-3).  
“For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  Against you only have I 
sinned and done what is evil in your sight” (Ps. 51:3). 

Turning to St. Paul, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners - of whom I am the foremost” (I Tim. 1:15).  
Remarkably, St. Paul knows his transgressions and boasts of his weakness with special 
emphasis after his conversion.  Indeed, he could only see his failing in the blazing light of 
grace and the promise of forgiveness.  The forgiveness of sin exposes sin and magnifies the 

power of grace. 
 Knowing Christ implies knowing that one had 
wandered away into a land waste and void, into 
cities laid in ruin. (Jer. 4:23, 26).  Knowing Christ 
implies knowing that one had become lost and 
wandered far from the solace of the flock and the 
protection of the Good Shepherd.  Knowing 
Christ is the passive grace of being lifted upon 
shoulders of love and carried home.  Jesus speaks 
in his parable, “Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep that was lost” (Luke 15:6).  The 
heavens rejoice too. “Just so, I tell you, there will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous people 
who need no repentance” (Luke 15:7). 
 The happiness of heaven is something to 
ponder.  Heavenly beings are praising God and 

rejoicing over one repentant sinner.  The angels and all the powers of heaven, cherubim and 
seraphim, the glorious company of apostles, the noble fellowship of prophets, the white-
robed army of martyrs - they all rejoice in the celebration of a sinner returning home. 

Jesus welcomes you and calls you to his holy table.  There is a banquet on earth just as 
there is in heaven.  “Quickly, bring out a robe - the best one - and put it on him; put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet.  And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate; for this son on mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!  And 
they began to celebrate” (Luke 15:22-24). 

The heavens rejoice, the Church rejoices, all creation rejoices over one single soul united 
in peace and love to the eternal Son of God.  Never has it been so good to be a sinner.  The 
Son of righteousness welcomes sinners and eats with them, and makes them new and purged 
and forgiven.  With a clean heart and a right spirit, we may rejoice in all the goodness and 
lovingkindness of God. 
 
Look It Up 
Read Psalm 14:7. 
 

Think About It  
A forgiven sinner will rejoice and be glad.         - from The Living Church, 2019 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435156197
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 T he Pharisees and the 

scribes (the “elite”) 

grumble and complain that Jesus 

welcomes and eats with “sinners.”  

How do we practice hospitality 

when someone different shows up 

at the Lord’s table? 
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 August 14th 

Opening: Mary Perry opened the meeting 
with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Dan Meyer led a 
devotional, Rev 1:8, Heb 13:8, Ps 102 48:14.  
Build a solid foundation for your faith, 
because God never changes.  Larry Creagh 
gave his testimony on addiction and toxic 
shame.  Larry met his wife and she took him 
to her church where he learned that Jesus 
died for each one of us, not for the “church.”  
He learned that toxic shame came upon us 
from the beginning because of all our bad 
thoughts and actions.  God’s healing through 
His forgiveness is the antidote for toxic 

shame.  Love.  Do Good.  Bless.  Pray.  The 
Vestry had a time of sharing about bringing 
these four things into our lives.  The June 
minutes were approved as circulated. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: : Franklin Fund 
investments are up 13% through July.  
Expenses exceed income by $29,000 for the 
year.  Income is down $9,000 from 2018. 
 
Committee Reports:  Dave Allen 
submitted a written reports for Property. 
 

Rector’s Report:  Rector was on vacation 
returning September 1. 
 

Old Business:  The 
state accepted the 
replacement plan for the 
leaking oil tank.  
Suggested the addition of a 
sensor.  The Property Committee is obtaining 
quotes for this replacement.  The rear air 
conditioner has been fixed, the other units 
are not working.  The Property Committee is 
obtaining quotes for this repair.  There will 
be a celebration of 10 Years together with Fr. 
Joe on September 14th at 6:00 in Crocker 
Hall. 

 

New Business:  Beyond the 
Red Door Ministry: The 
Vestry approved a donation of 
$3,500 to St. George’s 
Middlebury for the year 2020 
for assistance in building their 
Church School program.  

These funds will come from the Evangelism 
Fund.  Unbound Prayer Ministry is growing 
in other communities under the leadership of 
Mary Perry and Tara Shepley.  Praise Walk 
has been added to the Wellness Ministry on 
Wednesday nights at 5:30 pm on the 
Brookfield Greenway. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 9:10 pm by David Williams. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Introducing PraiseWalks 
 

E very Wednesday night at 5:30 pm and on nights when PraiseKicks does not 

meet we’ll meet, we will do a walk on the Still River Greenway.  We'll 

meet at the north end of the Greenway, 

plenty of parking at the former Hearth 

Restaurant.  This is very low impact exercise 

and everyone can go at their own pace, run, 

walk, whatever.  Since this is a walk, bring a 

friend, kids, neighbors, whoever.  Our goal 

will be to meet back at our cars by 6:45 pm. 

 E-mail dszen@yahoo.com for more info. 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, September 14th 
 

Holy Cross Day 
 

T he historian Eusebius, in his Life of Constantine, tells 
how that emperor ordered the erection of a complex of 

buildings in Jerusalem “on a scale of imperial magnificence,” to 
set forth as “an object of attraction and veneration to all, the 
blessed place of our Savior’s resurrection.”  The overall 
supervision of the work - on the site where the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre now stands - was entrusted to Constantine’s 
mother, the empress Helena.  In Jesus’ time, the hill of Calvary 
had stood outside the city; but when the Roman city which 

succeeded Jerusalem, Aelia 
Capitolina, was built, the hill was buried under tons of fill.  
It was during the excavations directed by Helena that a 
relic, believed to be that of the true cross, was discovered. 
Constantine’s shrine included two principal buildings: a 
large basilica, used for the Liturgy of the Word, and a 
circular church, known as “The Resurrection” - its Altar 
placed on the site of the tomb - which was used for the 
Liturgy of the Table, and for the singing of the Daily 
Office. 
 Toward one side of the courtyard which separated the 
two buildings, and through which the faithful had to pass 
on their way from Word to Sacrament, the exposed top of 
Calvary’s hill was visible.  It was there that the solemn 
veneration of the cross took place on Good Friday; and it 
was there that the congregation gathered daily for a final 
prayer and dismissal after Vespers. 
 The dedication of the buildings was completed on 
September 14, 335, the seventh month of the Roman 
calendar, a date suggested by the account of the 

dedication of Solomon’s temple in the same city, in the seventh month of the Jewish 
Calendar, hundreds of years before (2 Chronicles 7:8–10). 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, on Tuesdays, 

at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their 

potential impact on your life.  If you want to let the 

Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for 

digging deeper.  Explore the lives and times of these 

prophets and discover their important teachings so that 

you will come to know God in a new and life-

transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  For more info, email Debbi Pomeroy at 

debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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†  Where Is Your Faith?  

by Steve Hemming 

 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.  For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it 
will be opened.  Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give 
him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?  If you then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in 
heaven give good things to those who ask Him!”   Matthew 7:7-11 

 

J esus our Lord makes it clear in the gospels that whatever we ask the Father for in His 
name, we will receive it1.  And in order to receive what we ask for, we must believe.  

Jesus tells us this plainly; “For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be 
removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those 
things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.  Therefore I say to you, whatever 
things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them2.” 

Do you believe and proceed boldly to the throne of grace, to obtain mercy and find grace 
to help in your time of need?3  Or, do you doubt?  If you are a doubter, the Word says you 
will not receive anything from the Lord4. 

I had the opportunity to exercise my faith on a recent weekend.  Late in the week I felt 
called by God to “come away” with Him to the Adirondack Mountains.  Given it was Labor 
Day weekend, most hotels and motels were booked solid.  But, I did see one place in Lake 
Placid, the Quality Inn, which had several vacancies left, so many, that I felt there was no 
need to reserve a room in advance. 

When I arrived at the Quality Inn late Saturday afternoon, I was informed that no rooms 
were available.  Because I passed several hotels, motels, and Inns along my way to Lake 
Placid, I was confident that I could find some other place to stay.  After spending a fair 
amount of time driving around, making stops and phone calls, aside from finding two places 
online that had rooms, one $298/night, and the other $641/night, there appeared to be 
nothing available. 

I began to doubt that I heard the Lord call me to the Adirondacks, and wondered if there 
truly was “no room at the inn” anywhere, for me.  I was discouraged.  I considered sleeping 
in my car, or possibly making the 3 ½-hour drive back home. 

All of a sudden, I asked myself, “Where is your faith?”  I believe the Holy Spirit 
inspired the question.  Jesus Himself asked His disciples the very same question when they 

woke Him in the boat, 
worried they would perish in 
the storm that had risen on 
the lake5.  After a quick 
spiritual “attitude” 
adjustment, I confidently 
asked the Lord for a room 
for me to stay for the 
weekend, and believed He 
would provide. 
 After I concluded my 
prayer, in what seemed to be 
a matter of moments, I heard 
in my spirit the words, 
“Upper Jay.”  I recognized 
these words as they were the 
name of a small town in the 
area, and so, I headed in that 
direction.  As I entered 
Upper Jay, I saw on my left a 

(Continued on page 11) 
The Brookside Motor 

Inn, Upper Jay, NY  
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

place called the Brookside Motor Inn, and drove in.  There were three women sitting out on 
the porch of the house adjacent to the Inn.  One of the women, Marlene, introduced herself 
as the owner of Brookside, and offered me a slice of pizza that she and her friends were 
sharing. 

I asked Marlene if she had a room available for Saturday and Sunday night.  She took 
me inside her office, and looked at her calendar, which was well marked up.  She paused for 
several moments as she gazed at the schedule, and then said, “I have one room left, but it’s a 
suite.  However, I’ll give it to you for $85.00 a night.” 

I praised God when Marlene gave me the keys to the room.  I was stunned when I 
opened the door to the “suite,” for there were two bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, a kitchen, and a living room.  The place was 
huge!  The Lord had given me exceedingly, abundantly more 
than what I had asked for!6  I felt God’s profound love from 
that moment on throughout my entire time in the 
Adirondacks, and I sensed His strong presence wherever I 
went, as He showed me beautiful displays of His wondrous 
creation all around me that were absolutely amazing. 

Surely, every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and comes down from the Father of lights7.  Our 
Heavenly Father is more than willing to give us good things.  
All we have to do is believe and ask! 

“He who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with 
Him also freely give us all things?” Romans 8:32 

 

(Continued from page 10) 

1 John 14:13, 15:16, 16:23 
2 Mark 11:23-24 
3 Hebrews 4:16 

4 James 4:7 
5 Luke 8:22-25 
6 Ephesians 3:20 

7 James 1:17 

Where Is Your Faith? 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435294944
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435294977
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435295010
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435295048
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435295078
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435295106C:/Users/Office/Documents/Bulletins
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=435295134
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†  Mission Crosses 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

T imothy’s Epistle talks about 

saving sinners and showing 

great mercy.  He says that we are 

saved in order that we might 

gratefully tell of God’s mercy by 

the example of our new lives in 

Jesus Christ.  Does your prayer, 

giving, worship and service make 

you “An example to those who 

would come to believe in Him to 

gain eternal life?” 

'Ah, fondest, blindest, 

weakest, 

I am He whom thou seekest! 

Thou dravest love from thee, 

who dravest Me.' 

-Francis Thompson 

 

The Hound of Heaven (last lines) 

drave= archaic for drive or 

otherwise cause to move by force,  

to guide or cause movement, to 

compel, etc. 

 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, September 12th 
 

John Henry Hobart 
Bishop of New York, 1830 

 

J 
ohn Henry Hobart was one of the leaders who revived the Episcopal Church, 

following the first two decades of its independent life after the American 

Revolution, a time that has been described as one of “suspended animation.”  

Born in Philadelphia, September 14, 1775, Hobart was educated at the Universities of 

Pennsylvania and Princeton, graduating from the latter in 1793.  Bishop William White, his 

longtime friend and adviser, ordained him 

deacon in 1798 and priest in 1801. 

 After serving parishes in Pennsylvania, 

New Jersey, and Long Island, Hobart became 

assistant minister of Trinity Church, New 

York City, in 1800.  He was consecrated 

Assistant Bishop of New York on May 29, 

1811.  Five years later he succeeded Bishop 

Benjamin Moore, both as diocesan bishop 

and as rector of Trinity Church.  He died at 

Auburn, New York, September 12, 1830, and 

was buried beneath the chancel of Trinity 

Church in New York City. 

 Within his first four years as bishop, 

Hobart doubled the number of his clergy and 

quadrupled the number of missionaries.  

Before his death, he had planted a church in 

almost every major town of New York State 

and had opened missionary work among the 

Oneida Indians.  He was one of the founders 

of the General Theological Seminary, and the reviver of Geneva, now Hobart, College. 

A strong and unbending upholder of Church standards, Hobart established the Bible and 

Common Prayer Book Society of New York, and was one of the first American Churchmen 

to produce theological and devotional manuals for the laity.  These “tracts,” as they were 

called, and the personal impression he made on the occasion of a visit to Oxford, were an 

influence on the development of the Tractarian Movement in England.  Both friends and 

foes respected Hobart for his staunch faith, his consuming energy, his personal integrity, 

and his missionary zeal. 

 

Following the death in 1813 of Connecticut’s 

Bishop Abraham Jarvis, the Annual Convention of the 

Diocese of Connecticut was unable to elect a new 

bishop.  The Rt. Rev. Henry Hobart of New York 

served as interim bishop from 1813-1819 when Thomas 

Church Brownell was elected Diocesan of Connecticut. 

From Hobart’s own reports it is known he visited 

Brookfield on Friday, November 1, 1816 in the 

afternoon and confirmed 40 persons.  In 1816 our 

church was still located in the triangle by Routes 25 & 

133 at Junction Road.  (The building with the four 

windows partly in the road pictured here.) 
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Hyena Den 

 

 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers and guests by extending a warm welcome to them and 
by wearing your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee 
hour as well. 

†  Happy Birthday 
 

Ken Kast celebrates today!  Fr iday is the big day for  John Carlo Hodge & 

Michele Janofsky.  Amy Boyce will be blowing out candles on Saturday.  Anya 

Gallo will be opening presents on Sunday.  Throw a par ty on Tuesday for  Luke 

Newbury & Bob Cutting.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

Congratulations to Joan Boehm who 

had a prize winning quilt at the 

recent Bridgewater Fair! 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Eating with Sinners 

S unday's Gospel begins with a stinging criticism of Jesus: he eats with 
sinners!  Tax collectors were little more legalized thieves in 1st century 

Palestine.  Worse yet, they were 
traitors who collaborated with the 
occupying government.  "Good 
people" didn't associate with 
them, much less break bread with 
the unsavory lot.  They were 
literally excommunicated from 
"polite" society. 

Jesus counters this self-
righteousness with three parables.  
They illustrate the joy brought by 
conversion. 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
“Lost Drachma” 

between 1886 and 1894 

James Jacques Joseph Tissot, 1836-1902. 

Brooklyn Museum 
  

"...when his (Tissot) carefully researched collection of 350 watercolors depicting the life 
of Jesus was first published as a book in 1896, it found a large and enthusiastic audience. No 
one who had followed his previous career could have anticipated that this painter of urban 
life in Paris and London would undertake the project of painting virtually every event in the 
Gospels. 

The Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ project took 
nearly ten years to complete. When it was done, it 
chronicled the entire life of Jesus as recorded in the 
New Testament in a series of 350 watercolors. To 
research the project Tissot traveled to Egypt, Syria, 
and Palestine in 1886–87, and again in 1890. 

While in the Holy Land he closely observed the 
landscape, the vegetation, the architecture, and the 
manner of dress, and filled sketchbooks with what 
he saw. He talked with rabbis and studied 
Talmudic literature as well as theological and 
historical volumes. He believed that there was still 
a remaining “aura” in the places where the Gospel 
events took place, and he spoke of having mystical 
experiences that added to his careful research. 
What he wanted to create was something as close 
as possible to an eyewitness account of the life of 
Jesus." [from Terry Glaspey's "75 Masterpieces 
Every Christian Should Know"]  

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Sept 15th 8 am   Sandy Chaleski  10:30 am Connie Williams 
Sept 22nd 8 am     Mary Perry   10:30 am  Raegan Guglielmo 
Sept 29th 8 am    Ann Allen   10:30 am  Nicole O’Connors 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes them 
feel good about their presence in church.  At St. 
Paul’s, we are always looking for people who 
feel called to serve in this important ministry.  If 
you are interested in becoming a greeter, please 
contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

Seeking the Lost 
 

 Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 

T he prophet’s oracle is for a devastating judgment.  Cities and land alike shall 
become a ruined desert.  The people are utterly rebellious and foolish, and it 

is because of this that calamity must come.  Yet even amid these dire words of 
warning there is seed of hope: “I will not make a full end,” says the Lord, whose 
mercy may be seen in chastisement. 

 Psalm 14 
A psalm of condemnation for the cynical and disbelieving who trample 

the poor: yet the Lord will prevail. 
 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
In this lesson Paul gives thanks to the Lord Jesus and praise to God for 

the salvation of sinners, among whom Paul has led the way.  The apostle 
(or a later author writing for him) recalls his acts of persecution and 
blasphemy against Jesus.  But the Lord was merciful to him in his ignorance 
and unbelief, as he has been to all who have come in faith to him. 

 Luke 15:1-10 
In the gospel Jesus tells the two parables of the finding of the lost sheep 

and the lost coin.  The setting helps us to understand that Jesus may have 
told the story about the lost sheep to defend his acts of reaching out to 
share the invitation of the reign of God with those often regarded as 
beyond God’s concern.  In several ways it would be foolish to leave many 
sheep to go after one stray, but the parable emphasizes the lengths to which both 
Jesus and God will go to bring back one who is missing.  The second story illustrates a 
related 
theme of the 
first: the 
great joy that 
is 
experienced 
when the lost 
is found. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

C hristian Hope.  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

 

 

Luke 15:1-10 
There may indeed be joy in 

heaven over one sinner who 

repents, but the parables are 

more about the joy to be had 

on earth from hearing the 

good news of the extravagant 

God who risks all to search 

for each one of us personally, 

individually - joyfully.  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp19_RCL.html#ps1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St. Mark’s, 
Storrs. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The Province of New England: the Dioceses of 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts; 
their bishops, clergy, parish and diocesan staff, and 
congregations; Provincial Synod; all Provincial 
Networks. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, 
Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul 
Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, 
Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Ray and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Azerbaijan; the people of Costa Rica; the Diocese of Cashel 
& Ossory (Ireland) The Rt Revd Michael Andrew James Burrows; and our sister and brother 
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at 
the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims 
throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for  protection from mor tar  attacks in 
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service. 
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their 
Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections during the month of September. 
.....Immanuel Lutheran Church, Danbury, a partner 
congregation of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Poor and Neglected. 
.....That we understand each of us has a unique role in 
building God’s kingdom and to share our gifts beyond 
our parish boundaries. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder  and chairman of the Jer icho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for  strength, courage and spir itual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor .  Pray also for  her  parents, Patr icia 
and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Parable of the Lost 

Sheep 
  

 

https://stjohns-stamford.org/
https://www.calvarychurchstonington.org/
http://www.stmarkschapel.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azerbaijan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa_Rica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Lutheran_Church_in_Tanzania
http://www.saintjamesdanbury.org/
http://www.dailybreadfoodpantry.com/index.html
http://www.immanuellutheranchurchandschool.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/35.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyWZeOlaRo4&list=PLLvBqi6gMzk4w1PuVF6UihKInvCaIKjN9C:/Users/Office/Documents/Bulletins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyWZeOlaRo4&list=PLLvBqi6gMzk4w1PuVF6UihKInvCaIKjN9C:/Users/Office/Documents/Bulletins
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz4GIecaA-o 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pumpkin_Spice_Spam
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pumpkin_Spice_Spam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pumpkin_Spice_Spam
http://www.eyeofthetiber.com/2016/09/19/hipster-priest-consecrates-fresh-batch-of-seasonal-pumpkin-spice-eucharist/
https://thecorncob.com/churches-introduce-pumpkin-spice-communion-wafers/

