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    †   
 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

Almighty God, who inspired your servant Luke the physician to set 

forth in the Gospel the love and healing power of your Son: Graciously 

continue in your Church this love and power to heal, to the praise and 

glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

T his week we celebrate the feast day of St. Luke, physician and 

evangelist.  Luke never knew Jesus in the flesh but recorded his life 

and ministry by being in close proximity with those who did know Jesus.  

Luke contributed over a quarter of the New Testament, more than any 

other author. 

As a healer himself, Luke adds special emphasis to the healing power of 

God and compassion for the outcast in the person of Jesus.  This Sunday's 

reading involves a parable that Luke records revealing God's heart of 

compassion for the powerless in this world who seek the Lord in prayer. 

The kingdom of God is among us (Luke 17:21), and in our powerlessness 

we find the power of God through prayer.  Seeking our Heavenly Father, in 

the name of Jesus through the Spirit, gives us access to God's presence 

today.  Before all else, may we be people of prayer in constant communion 

with our God who loves us with an everlasting love. 

Faithfully, 

  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Justify Me   

by John Tuthill 
 

“...for I will forgive their sin, 
and will no longer call to mind the wrong they have done” 

Jeremiah 3134 (NET Bible) 
 

“B e of good cheer; your cause belongs to Him who can avenge your wrongs!"“ 
These are just a few words dusted off from a very old (but still rock-solid as 

ever!) hymn - one of so many biblical oldies which just 'don't get around much any more.'  
But, oh!  The words fit so perfectly with what Jesus is saying to us this particular week.  At 
the St. Paul's 8:00 am service this week, the Trott’s will share their own new song and the 
words fit just as well as those in the forgotten "oldie."  Their lyrics include: "He holds us 
safe in the palm of His hand, and has washed all blemishes and fault."  The gospel reading 
Sunday will be Luke chapter 18 verses 1-8.  It is an illustrative parable lesson Jesus tells 
which teaches about prayer.  Often it is called, "the persistent widow & the unjust judge."  
In fact, Luke introduces the parable at the very beginning of the reading to say that Jesus is 
teaching, "the need to pray always and to never give up" (v. 1).  Leading up to this parable 
in the previous three chapters in Luke; sinners have been drawing near to Jesus, the 
religious leaders have been finding that to be terribly distressing, and, Jesus has been 
preaching through several parables in a row all driving home the ugly truth: we all are 
sinners and entirely everyone stands before God in complete need of restoration by grace 
alone.  This week's parable and the ones that come before all lead up to the parable we'll be 
hearing in next Sunday's gospel.  After that, Jesus tells that the "Son of Man," is coming up 
fast on the appointed time that He will die for the sins of the world - exactly as all the 
prophets already foretold. 

A combination of comfort for the disciples and two poignant questions at the end are in 
the reading this week.  The disciples have 
been hearing Jesus talk repeatedly about how 
bad things are and how bad things are very 
soon going to become (check out Luke 
17:37!).  And the two questions Jesus asks at 
the end do seem to "afflict the comfortable" 
very pointedly.  Anyone who has been 
hearing but not believing who Jesus is and 
what He is steadily on His way to go make 
"finished" on the cross will not have a good 
answer to offer.  Jesus tells the "persistent 
widow" parable so that we will never give up 
praying and never wander off into unbelief.  
Jesus is promising here that God DOES hear 
prayer and most certainly will answer.  

Looking to the Lord is always the only answer because God is the source of all help and He 
is the head-water of all hope!  Even the "unjust judge" in the parable that has "no fear of 
God and no respect for anyone" (v. 4) answers persistent pleading.  And, the "persistent 
widow" is in a powerless position but relentlessly demands anyway,  "Grant me justice 
against my opponent!" (v. 3).  The widow saying "Give me justice!" - does that seem at all 
similar with our own situation?  Our "opponent" is the Adversary (described in 1 Peter 5:8-
10, etc.).  This is our own personal "Accuser" (Rev. 12:7).  The bad news?  Our "opponent" 
does have an open-and-shut case against us, thanks to every one of our own sins (see 
Jeremiah 31:30, also in the readings this week).  So what's the Good News?  In the parable, 
the widow wants to be made "justified" over her adversary (another way of saying she wants 
to have "justice").  Jesus ends our reading this way: "And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry out to Him day and night?  Will He delay long in helping them?  I tell 
you, He will QUICKLY grant justice to them." (v. 7).  For His name sake, God does grant 
justification at the expense of His own blood shed on the cross in our place for our sins (see 
2 Cor, 5:21).  And here is even more Good News: Prayers are heard, the very moment 
they're said.  He is swift to answer.  We have promises from Jesus' own words on that. 

Thanks be to God! 

(Yep!  It is!) 
 

"Truly, truly, I 
say to you whoever 
hears my word and 
believes Him who 
sent me HAS 
eternal life. 

He does not 
come into 
judgement, but 
HAS passed from 
death to life." 

-Jesus.  John 5:24 
(ESV)  Simply see 
also 2 Cor. 11:3! 



 3 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Oct 17 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Fri, Oct 18 -  St. Luke, the Evangelist 
Sat, Oct 19 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
Sun, Oct 20 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Oct 21 - 6:30 pm - Altar Guild Annual Meeting, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Oct 22 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Oct 23 -  St. James of Jerusalem 
  9:15 am - Playgroup, Kids Kingdom, Brookfield Town Hall 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  5:30 pm - PraiseWalks, Still River Greenway 
Thu, Oct 24 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Oct 26 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
 8:30 am-5:30 pm - ECCT Convention, Hartford 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Oct 27 -  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  11:00 am - ECCT Worship, Harftord 
  4:00 pm - Trunk or Treat 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Inner Law of Christ  
 

Jeremiah 31:27-34  •  Psalm 119:97-104  •  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5  •  Luke 18:1-8 
 

J 
udgment approaches its end; though, in truth, even the mercy of the Lord is a kind 
of judgment, a decree.  A bitter judgment becomes the judgment of promise and 
hope.  “The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals.  And just as I 
watched over them to pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy and bring evil, so I 
will watch over them to build and to plant, says the Lord” (Jer. 37:27-28).  It is not hard to 
find fault with these words, to take issue with a God who brings evil and then brings good.  
This difficulty is reason enough to pause and contemplate. 

Faith is not, in the end, advanced by seeing God only as the agency of goodness 
measured by human ease and pleasure.  In this case, all misfortune, testing, trial, and pain, of 
which there is much in this fallen world, would be evidence of where God is not.  In the 
world of the Bible, God address his people in judgment against unrighteousness.  God does 
this by a righteous and correcting love.  God is present and speaking in every moment, 
mysteriously embedded in human sorrow and human joy, human loss and human hope.  In 
all this work, God is sowing the divine presence more deeply into the human heart.  “I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. … I will put my law 
within them and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people” (Jer. 31:31, 33). 

To know the Lord Jesus Christ is to know the One and Living God, to know inwardly 
and in the deep chambers of one’s being the truth of divine presence, grace, and energy.  

This is a bracing and consoling 
presence.  Inwardly, God is plucking 
and breaking and destroying the Old 
Adam and calling into life a New 
Being in union with Christ. 
 This is the new inward law of 
Christ, and in Christ we hear all the 
words of sacred Scripture.  “Oh, how I 
love your law!” (Ps. 119:97).  In like 
manner, we are called to love Christ, 
and we are called to inwardly digest 
Scripture as the revelation of Christ.  
“All day long it is in my mind; it is 
always with me; your decrees are my 
study; I observe your commandments; 
I keep your word” (Ps. 119:97-101). 
 The author of 2 Timothy viewed 

Scripture in precisely this way.  “The sacred Scriptures are able to instruct you for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:15).  Indeed, the earliest Christians had only the Old 
Testament as their sacred book, and in it they espied innumerable references to Christ until 
every word and sentence seemed to radiate something of the Lord Jesus. 

This is why the reading and study of Scripture is so vitally important.  Scripture is a 
means of encountering the living presence of the Lord.  This encounter takes time and 
patience, repetition and review.  Ideally, Scripture is read as if in the midst of a great liturgy.  
Scripture lives in the Church, lives in the themes of the Church year, lives in the many who 
gather and the one who prays and studies alone. 

Jesus asked, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:8)  
Will he find those who pray always and study often? 
 
Look It Up 
Read Jeremiah 31:33. 
 

Think About It  
Jesus will write himself on your heart, and your heart will bleed and beat on. 
   - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#gsp1
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438274170
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, October 17th 
 

Ignatius 
Bishop of Antioch, and Martyr, c. 115 

 

I 
gnatius of Antioch, martyred in 115, had a profound sense of two ends - his own, and the 
consummation of history in Jesus Christ.  In ecstasy, he saw his impending martyrdom as the 
fitting conclusion to a long episcopate.  He was accounted the second Bishop of Antioch in 

Syria. 
Seven authentic letters which Ignatius wrote to Churches while he journeyed across Asia Minor in 

the custody of ten soldiers (“my leopards,” he called them), give valuable insights into the life of the 
early Church.  Of certain Gnostic teachings that exalted the divinity 
of Jesus at the expense of his humanity, Ignatius wrote: “Be deaf ... 
To any talk that ignores Jesus Christ, of David’s lineage, of Mary; 
who was really born, ate, and drank; was really persecuted under 
Pontius Pilate; was really crucified and died in the sight of heaven 
and earth and the underworld.  He was really raised from the dead.” 
 In another, he condemned a form of biblicism espoused by some 
as the method of historical interpretation and the only rule of Church 
practice.  He wrote: “When I heard some people saying, ‘If I don’t 
find it in the ancient documents, I don’t believe it in the Gospel,’  I 
answered them, ‘But it is written there.’  They retorted, ‘That has got 
to be proved.’  But to my mind it is Jesus Christ who is the ancient 
documents.” 
 Ignatius maintained that the Church’s unity would always spring 
from that liturgy by which all are initiated into Christ through 

Baptism.  He exhorted: “Try to gather more frequently to celebrate God’s Eucharist and to praise 
him ... At these meetings you should heed the bishop and presbytery attentively and break one loaf, 
which is the medicine of immortality ... ” 

Ignatius regarded the Church as God’s holy order in the world.  He was, therefore, concerned for 
the proper ordering of the Church’s teaching and worship.  He wrote: “Flee from schism as the source 
of mischief.  You should all follow the bishop as Jesus Christ did the Father.  Follow, too, the 
presbytery as you would the apostles; and respect the deacons as you would God’s law ... Where the 
bishop is present, there let the congregation gather, just as where Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic 
Church.” 

Psalm 119:160    The sum of your word is truth, and every 

one of your righteous rules endures forever.  

†  Praying Always 
 

Y ou need not be afraid that there is anything in any lawful calling that need make 

you desist from vital prayer; but, oh! if your calling is such that you cannot 

pray in it;, you had better leave it.  If it be a sinful calling, an unholy calling, of course, 

you cannot present that to God, but any of the ordinary avocations of life are such that if 

you cannot sanctify them, it is a want of sanctity in yourself, and the fault lies with you. 

Men ought always to pray.  It means that when they are using the lapstone, or the 

chisel, when the hands are on the plough handles, or on the spade, when they are 

measuring out the goods, when they are dealing in stocks, whatever they are doing, they 

are to turn all these things into a part of the sacred pursuit of God’s glory.  Their 

common garments are to be vestments, their meals are to be sacraments, their ordinary 

actions are to be sacrifices, and they themselves a royal priesthood, a peculiar people 

zealous for good works. 
 

From a sermon by Rev. Charles H. Spurgeon entitled "The Importunate Widow," 
delivered February 21, 1869. 

http://www.thedailyspurgeon.com/2012/08/lord-increase-my-faith.html
http://www.thedailyspurgeon.com/2012/08/lord-increase-my-faith.html
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

Friday, October 18th 
 

St. Luke, the Evangelist 
 

A lmost all that we know about Luke comes from the New Testament.  He was a 
physician (Col 4:14), and a companion of Paul on some of his missionary journeys.  

Material found in his Gospel and not elsewhere includes much of the account of Our Lord's 
birth and infancy and boyhood, some of the most moving parables, such as that of the Good 
Samaritan and that of the Prodigal Son, and three of 
the sayings of Christ on the Cross: "Father, forgive 
them," "Thou shalt be with me in Paradise," and 
"Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit." 

In Luke's account of the Gospel, we find an 
emphasis on the human love of Christ, on His 
compassion for sinners and for suffering and 
unhappy persons, for outcasts such as the Samaritans, 
tax collectors, lepers, shepherds (not a respected 
profession), and for the poor.  The role of women in 
Christ's ministry is more emphasized in Luke than in 
the other Gospel writings. 

In the book of Acts, we find the early Christian 
community poised from the start to carry out its 
commission, confident and aware of Divine 
guidance.  We see how the early Christians at first 
preached only to Jews, then to Samaritans (a 
borderline case), then to outright Gentiles like 
Cornelius, and finally explicitly recognized that 
Gentiles and Jews are called on equal terms to the 
service and fellowship of Christ. 

Luke makes many casual references throughout his writings (especially in Acts) to local 
customs and practices, often with demonstrable and noteworthy precision.  To mention just 
one example, he refers to two centurions by name, Cornelius in Acts 10 and Julius in Acts 
27, and he calls them both by nomen only, rather than by nomen and cognomen (Sergius 
Paulus in Acts 13;7) or cognomen only (Gallio in Acts 18:12), as he does when speaking of 
civilian officials (see Roman Naming Conventions).  It is a distinction that would have been 
routine at the time that Luke is writing about, but one that had largely died out by, say, 70 
AD.  His preserving it shows either that: 

1. he wrote fairly close to the events he described, or 
2. he was describing persons and events on which he had good information, or 
3. he was an expert historical novelist, with an ear for the authentic-sounding detail. 
Luke is commonly thought to be the only non-Jewish New Testament writer.  His 

writings place the life of Christ and the development of the early Church in the larger 
context of the Roman Empire and society.  On the other hand, his writings are focused on 
Jerusalem and on the Temple.  His Gospel begins and ends in the Temple, and chapters nine 
through nineteen portray Jesus as journeying from Galilee to Jerusalem.  Similarly, the 
Book of Acts describes the Church in Jerusalem (and worshipping in the Temple) and then 
describes the missionary journeys of Paul as excursions from and returns to Jerusalem. 

What writer wrote more pages of the New Testament than anyone else?  If you say Paul, 
try again.  In my pocket Bible, Acts and the Gospel of Luke occupy a total of sixty pages, 
while all the letters traditionally attributed to Paul (not counting Hebrews) total fifty-six. 

The writer of the Third Gospel and the Book of Acts does not give his name in his 
writings. (Except for Nehemiah, no Biblical writer of a narrative book does.)  He does claim 
to be a traveling companion of Paul, and his interests and vocabulary suggest that he is a 
physician.  Since Paul tells us that he had a companion named Luke who was a physician, 
the conclusion that Luke is the writer we are looking for is reasonable. 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315237
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Paul
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315449
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315449
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315500
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315500
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315538
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315670
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315670
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315670
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315715
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gentiles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornelius_the_Centurion
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315896
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315918
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315918
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217315959
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_naming_conventions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Roman_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Temple_in_Jerusalem
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nehemiah
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SAVE THE DATE! 

Tara Shepley will be ordained on 

January 16, 2020 at St. George’s in 

Middlebury at 7:00 pm. 

Was the two-volume work Luke-Acts in fact written by a companion of Paul?  Scholars 
are not agreed on the answer. 

 By and large, most German writers favor a 
negative answer.  Their reasons are that: the 
chronology of Paul's life found in the Book of Acts 
presents certain apparent conflicts with that found 
in Paul's letter to the Galatians, and that the writer 
seems unfamiliar with the geography of Israel. 
 On the other hand, most English scholars favor 
an affirmative answer.  Their reasons are that the 
"We" sections in Acts (the sections in which the 
author explicitly claims to have been present at the 
events he describes) contain a wealth of 
circumstantial detail that make invention extremely 
unlikely. (Thus, for example, Mr. James Smith of 
Jordan Hill, FRS, having sailed a vessel over the 
same route described in Acts 27-28, argues in his 
book, The Voyage and Shipwreck of Saint Paul, 
that the account must have been written by 
someone who had sailed that route.  It used to be a 
popular theory that the writer had somehow gotten 
his hands on a travel diary of the real "Luke" and 
incorporated it into his work.  However, a detailed 
analysis of the writing style of various sections of 
the work shows none of the differences that would 
be expected on this theory.  Scholars on the 

affirmative side generally answer the negative objections mentioned above by supposing 
that the conferences mentioned in Acts 15 and Galatians 2 are not the same conference, and 
that Luke uses the word "Judea" sometimes to mean the southern portion of the land of 
Israel, and sometimes to mean the whole land. 

written by James Kiefer 

(Continued from page 6) St. Luke 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient...” 
2 Timothy 4:2 

 

I t is not always convenient to be a good steward, 
especially when all the temptations of our busy and 

materialistic world get in the way.  Now add our own 
pride and ego into the equation and living a stewardship 
lifestyle may be downright uncomfortable!  Remember, 
God didn’t call us to be comfortable.  He called us to 
be faithful. 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217316307
http://books.google.com/books/about/The_voyage_and_shipwreck_of_St_Paul.html?id=IMsNAAAAQAAJ
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217316859
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=217317131
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
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†  A Life Worth Living  

by Steve Hemming 
 

“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.” 
   Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

“This is no way to live,” our mother faintly whispered.  It was early on Saturday 
morning, October 12th, back in 2002.  Mom had fought a long, courageous battle against 
cancer.  She was weary, and wanted to go home to be with her Heavenly Father.  My sister 
Janda and I assured our mother that we would be fine, and it would be OK if she wanted to 
let go.  As our words registered with her, we could see relief in her eyes.  And a sense of 
peace rested upon her countenance. 

Have you ever come to a point in your life where things were not working out as you 
had hoped or planned?  Perhaps you are at that point now.  You have done your utmost to 
live purposefully, and yet, you feel discouraged and utterly spent, because you are not 
experiencing any lasting satisfaction, and your future looks bleak.  You are convinced that 
giving up is not the answer, but you don’t know how to move forward.  If this is your 
mindset, then maybe the time is now to let go of your life as you know it and let God take 

control. 
 When we come to the realization that our 
ways don’t work, what are some initial steps 
we can take to hand our lives over to the 
Lord? 
 

 Seek the Lord – “But seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and 
all these things shall be added to you.” 1 
 

 Put Our Trust in God – “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart, and lean not on 
your own understanding; In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your 
paths.” 2 
 

 Confess Our Sins – “If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 3 

 

Forgive Everyone – “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against 
anyone, forgive him that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if 
you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.”4 

 

Give God Our Burdens – “Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may exalt you in due time, casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”5 

 

Find Rest in Jesus – “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” 6 

 

Forget the Past – “Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old.  
Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth; hall you not know it?  I will even 
make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 7 

 

Move Forward – “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I 
do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are 
ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”8 

 

Fix Our Thoughts on God – “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on You, because he trusts in You.” 9 

 

Always Rejoice, Pray at All Times, and Be Thankful for Everything – “Rejoice always, 
pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.” 10 

 

Because my mother faithfully practiced each of the steps above, she led a meaningful, 

(Continued on page 9) 
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An Open invitation 

Deacon Tara Shepley has begun her new ministry at St. 

George’s Church In Middlebury.  

 

She welcomes us to visit on any Sunday. 

Bible Study 8:30 am 

Worship 9:30 am 

St. George’s Church 

Tucker Hill Rd., Middlebury 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, on Tuesdays, 

at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as 

part of the Minor Prophets, but there is nothing "minor" 

about the lessons they teach about God or their potential 

impact on your life.  If you want to let the Bible change 

your life, this study is an ideal tool for digging deeper.  

Explore the lives and times of these prophets and 

discover their important teachings so that you will 

come to know God in a new and life-transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  For more info, email Debbi Pomeroy at 

debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

 

 

joyful, and fruitful life that enabled her to endure every 
hardship she encountered along the way.  Mom never lost heart.  
Although her body was slowly wasting away, she grew stronger 
in the Lord with each passing day.11 

I will be forever grateful to the Lord for giving Janda and 
me the opportunity to take care of Mom in her last days on 
earth.  The three of us made the most of each day together, and 
I have many wonderful memories of our experiences that I will 
cherish forever. 

Around 12:30 am on Sunday morning, October 13th, 2002, 
with both Janda and me by her side, God came and brought our 
mother home to Heaven.  Thank you, Lord, for all the years 
you gave me with my Mom.  And I look forward to seeing her 
again in Heaven, where we will be together forever with You.  
Halleluiah!  

In loving memory of my mother, Janet Magee Hemming 
February 6, 1934 to October 13, 2002 

(Continued from page 8) 

1  Matthew 6:33  
2  Proverbs 3:5-6 
3  1 John 1:8-9 
4  Mark 11:25-26 

5  Matthew 11:28 
6  1 Peter 5:6-7 
7  Isaiah 43:18-19 
8  Philippians 3:13-14 

10  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
11  2 Corinthians 4:16 

A Life Worth Living  

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438288967
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289005
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289057
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289085
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289117
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289151
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289185
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289213
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289264
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=438289300
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:15 am 

Place: Kids Kingdom Playground 
  100 Pocono Rd., Brookfield 
  (Municipal park with the 3 big horses) 
 
Ages:  Preschool with parent/adult 
 
Days:  Wednesdays 
Time: from 9:15-10:45 
 
 Come, make new friends and enjoy the 
beautiful outdoors!  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Friends welcome 
too. 
 
 Join the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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T he final verse of Psalm 121 says “...The 
Lord shall watch over your going out 

and your coming in, from this time for 
evermore.”  How can we possibly respond to 

such a boundless promise with anything less than 
expansive and whole-hearted gratitude, generosity and 
service? 
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†  St. Paul’s Mission Committee 

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2020 
 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, our parishioners!  This is your opportunity to enhance your personal 
or family missions with the prayer, physical and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.  
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.  This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we as a parish are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.  We meet first 
Thursday, monthly 7:00 in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the mission committee:  
Larry Creagh, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois 
Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie 
Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes & Don Winkley. 
 
 
 
 

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
 

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

• Christ Centered 

• Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

• Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
 

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 

 

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 27, 2019. 
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†  Introducing PraiseWalks 
 

E very Monday night at 4:00 pm; Wednesday and Friday nights at 5:30 pm 

and on nights when PraiseKicks does not meet we’ll meet, we will do a 

walk on the Still River Greenway.  We'll meet at 

the north end of the Greenway, plenty of parking 

at the former Hearth Restaurant.  This is very low 

impact exercise and everyone can go at their own 

pace, run, walk, whatever.  Since this is a walk, 

bring a friend, kids, neighbors, whoever.  Our 

goal will be to meet back at our cars by 6:45 pm. 

E-mail dszen@yahoo.com for more info. 

 

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, October 23rd 
 

St. James of Jerusalem, Brother of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

J ames of Jerusalem is referred to in the New Testament as the brother 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He was for many years the leader of the Christian congregation in 
Jerusalem, and is generally supposed to be the author of the Epistle of 
James, although the Epistle itself does not state this explicitly. 

James is mentioned briefly in connection with Jesus' visit to Nazareth 
(M 13:55; P 6:3). 

We are told that Jesus' brothers did not believe in Him (J 7:2-5), and 
from this, and from references in early Christian writers, it is inferred that 
James was not a disciple of the Lord until after the Resurrection. 

Paul, listing appearances of the Risen Lord (1 Cor 15:3-8), includes an 
appearance to James. 

Peter, about to leave Jerusalem after escaping from Herod, leaves a 
message for James and the Apostles (A 12:17). 

When a council meets at Jerusalem to consider what rules Gentile 
Christians should be required to keep, James formulates the final consensus 
(A 15:13-21). 

Paul speaks of going to Jerusalem three years after his conversion and 
conferring there with Peter and James (G 1:18-19), and speaks again of a later visit (perhaps 
the one described in A 15) on which Peter, James, and John, "the pillars," placed their stamp 
of approval on the mission to the Gentiles (G 2:9). 

A few verses later (G 2:11-14), he says that messengers from James coming to Antioch 
discouraged Jewish Christians there from eating with Gentile Christians. (If this is refers to 
the same event as A 15:1-2, then Paul takes a step back chronologically in his narration at G 
2:11, which is not improbable, since he is dictating and mentioning arguments and events 
that count as evidence for his side as they occur to him.) 

On his last recorded visit to Jerusalem, Paul visits James (others are present, but no other 
names are given) and speaks of his ministry to the Gentiles (A 21:18). 

Outside the New Testament, James is mentioned by the Jewish historian Josephus, who 
calls him "the brother of Jesus the so-called Christ," and reports that he was much respected 
even by the Pharisees for his piety and strict observance of the Law, but that his enemies 
took advantage of an interval between Roman governors in 62 AD to have him put to death.  
His death is also reported by the second-century Christian writer Hegesippus. 

Numerous references in early Christian documents show the esteem in which he was 
held in the early Church. 

There appear to be at least three persons named James mentioned in the New Testament, 
and possibly as many as eight. written by James Kiefer 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com
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Hyena Den 

 

 

†  Happy Birthday 
 

A nn Allen, Gretchen Barbieri & Bob Duckett celebrate 

today!  Friday is the big day for Sandy Doyle, Gary Stein, 

Bob Finn & Bill Schrull.  Sandra Brink will be blowing out 

candles on Saturday. Bake a cake for Carol Ferro & Julia 

Yurcisin on Sunday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

J esus teaches the value 

of continued prayer by 

citing the example of a 

widow who triumphs by the 

same virtue.  A dishonest 

judge is waiting for other 

side's bribe in a lawsuit.  

Why does God demand 

persistence?  The answer may 

lie in our own failure to 

recognize God's involvement 

in our daily lives.  The 

relationship with the Giver is 

more important than the gift. 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

B ut in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared 

to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 

that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. 

       1 Peter 3:15 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A15&version=ESV
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†  Mission Crosses 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

Altar Guild to Hold Their Annual Meeting 
 

M embers of Saint Paul’s Altar Guild will gather together in the Guild 
Room on Monday, October 21st, at 6:30 pm for a Potluck Supper 

and their Annual Meeting.  Each member is asked to please bring their 
favorite casserole, salad or dessert to share.  New members will be 
welcomed, new or changed procedures will be reviewed, Sacristans’ 
responsibilities for 2020 will be assigned, and there will be a question and 
answer period. 

Please join us for an evening of Christian fellowship and sharing.  New 
members are always welcome!  Please R.S.V.P to Gail Winkley, at 203-775-3343 or 
gailwinkley @yahoo.com by Friday, October 18th. 

"T his is 

the 

covenant I will 

make with the 

house of Israel 

after that time," 

declares the 

LORD.  "I will 

put my law in 

their ______ and write it on their hearts.  I will 

be their God, and they will be my people." 

Jeremiah 31:33 NIV  

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:gailwinkley%20@yahoo.com
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Jeremiah+31:33&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Oct 20th 8 am    Mary Thomas 10:30 am  Laura Switzer 
Oct 27th 8 am   Lois Hunt  10:30 am Kathy DeSanti/ Paula Pascoa 
Oct 13th 8 am     Joyce Sarver  10:30 am  Susan Champaign 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always 
looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you 
are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

Prevailing Through Prayer 
 

 Jeremiah 31:27-34 

I n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet foresees a new covenant which God 
will make with the Lord’s people, a covenant written not on tablets of stone but 

on human hearts.  Israel and Judah have broken the covenant that the Lord made 
when he brought them out of slavery in Egypt.  Now they are about to go into exile.  
Yet the days are coming when their sins will be forgiven, and God will 
establish a new relationship with them.  This covenant will be based not on 
external law but on an inner knowing of the Lord. 

 Psalm 119:97-104 
A celebration of the wisdom that comes from meditation upon God’s 

law. 
 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
In this lesson Paul exhorts Timothy to continue calmly and diligently 

with his ministry, teaching from the scriptures and preaching the word of 
God.  The passage suggests a period in the life of the church when there 
were a number of teachers, who called themselves Christians but who 
presented their own versions of the faith.  Now is a time to stress the 
essentials.  Timothy is urged to remain established in what he has been 
taught and in the scriptures, meaning here the writings of the Old 
Testament, which are useful for many forms of instruction. 

 Luke 18:1-8  
In our gospel Jesus tells a comic parable about a judge who was so pestered by a 

woman that he finally gave in to her pleas.  The evangelist tells the story in order to 
commend persistent prayer.  It would be particularly appropriate at a time when the 
people were losing heart.  
An earlier focus of the 
parable was probably on the 
corrupt and impious judge.  
If even such a man as this 
will finally render justice, 
how much more will God 
hear those who call on God. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

W hich Will It Be?  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the 

Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives 

as well. 

 
 

Luke 18:1-8  
While God's response 

is always immediate that 

justice be done, the 

actual realization of 

God's response is not 

necessarily immediate 

because justice has to 

be done justly, and with 

the willing cooperation 

of all concerned.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp24_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Waterbury; St. John’s, Waterbury; 
Christ Church, Watertown. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....The 235th Annual Convention of the Episcopal 
Church in Connecticut, meeting Oct. 26-27 in Hartford, 
CT. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, 
Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Ray and Peter continued 
healing. 
.....the people of the Democratic Republic of the Congo; the people 
of Switzerland; the Diocese of Cork, Cloyne & Ross (Ireland) The 
Rt Revd William Paul Colton ; and our sister and brother members 
of the Kimbanguist Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of 
ISIS forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to 
come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the 
UN peacekeeping service. 
......New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections during the month of 
October. 
.....Walnut Hill Community Church, Bethel, a partner congregation 
of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....Joy in God's Creation. 
.....That we regularly take time to thank God for all the blessings he 
bestows on us. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces 
some difficult issues. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her 
parents, Patricia and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Persistent Widow 
 

The message of this parable of the Persistent 
Widow is a simple and powerful one.  Luke 18:1 
"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need 
to pray always and not to lose heart" or in other 
words "keep praying and never give up!".  In this 
story a hardened judge finally relents. 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Christ-Episcopal-Church/115593075137249
https://www.stjohnsonthegreen.org/
http://www.christchurchwatertown.org/
https://www.episcopalct.org/events/annual-convention/2019/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Switzerland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kimbanguist_Church
http://loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org
https://walnuthillcc.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/1.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxLYBG3k5Es
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CxLYBG3k5Es
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Writing_lines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bart_Simpson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Simpsons_opening_sequence#Chalkboard_gag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_discipline
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School_discipline
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

