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Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

                      "For in Him all things were created."  Colossians 1:16 

Dear Friends, 

T he Bible consistently points to Christ.  The Old Testament says He’s 

coming, the Gospels say He’s here, the Acts of the Apostles proclaim 

Him, the epistles explain Him, and Revelation says He’s coming again.  And 

that will be our focus on Sunday, worshiping Christ as our preeminent King of 

the ages, arriving again in majesty. 

The very first verse of the Bible, “In the beginning, God created the heavens 

and the earth” is paralleled by John's Gospel (1:3) declaring Christ as God’s 

agent in creation: “All things were made by Him."  So what does this mean for 

us today?  We are created for sharing in His divine majesty.  As we receive 

Christ, and believe in His name, we become children of God (John 1:12), 

partaking in the glorious spiritual inheritance of salvation: the forgiveness of 

our sins, reconciliation with God and eternal life in God's glorious presence, 

beginning even now. 

Know that you are loved, valued and sought after by the God who created you 

in love, and has sent Christ to save and restore you in love.  As God's royal 

family, born to a living hope, may we glorify our King, worshiping and 

enjoying Him forever and ever, world without end, Amen. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  My Goodness, Jesus!   

by John Tuthill 
 

“...And this is the name by which he will be called: 
‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ ” 

- Jeremiah 23:6 ESV 
 

I 
n a wonderful way, living the experience of Sunday after Sunday going through 
each of the different seasons of the church year is sort of like saying the Nicene 
Creed in extra-super-slow motion.  Imagine, saying the creed so slowly that it would 

take an entire twelve months just to speak out loud.  Readings from the Bible are assigned to 
be read in church each Sunday, of course.  And in the beginning of the church year (the 

Season of Advent - beginning next week already!) the readings seem to 
loosely reflect the order of things said about Jesus the Nicene Creed we 
say all-together each week.  For example, near the beginning of the 
creed we say about Jesus that He was, "...conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary..." - so, think Advent and Christmas.  Then, 
there is "...For our sake, He was crucified under Pontius Pilate, suffered 
death and was buried..." - think Lent.  Next this is followed by "...On 
the third day, he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father..." - 
Easter!  Lastly, we head into the very end of the church's yearly cycle, 
and lately the Sunday readings seem to have been relating to the 
coming day of the final judgement.  As the creed puts it, " ...He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead, and His Kingdom will 
have no end." 
 On this last Sunday of the church year, there is the Good News 
about the "Reign of Christ."  Jesus not only came so that we can go to 
heaven someday as pie-in-the-sky-when-we-die, but mainly that He 
will come here to us and to rule and "His kingdom will have no end."  
In the Old Testament passage this week (Jeremiah 23:1-6) the promised 
Savior and King of kings is specifically named in the text; "The Lord 
Our Righteousness" (v. 6).  Jeremiah explains that the coming King will 
put all things right.  All that has ever gone horribly wrong as a result of 
evil will be once and for all made right: restitution for theft, restoration 
for the victimized fatherless and unborn children and for widows.  All 
people are individually in need of this final restitution also, because not 

only have rulers and those in power exploited others, but every person has fallen short.  The 
story of the rule of Christ is written about by Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 alongside the most 
clearly spelled-out passages about the Gospel.  He continues to describe in that text that the 
Savior must 
rule until all 
enemies have 
been placed as 
a foot stool 
under His feet 
and in Isaiah 
chapter two 
there is the 
story of people 
from every 
nation 
streaming up 
to the 
mountain of 
God (see next 
week's reading 
Is. 2:1-5).  

(Continued on page 3) 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Nov 21 - 7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Nov 23 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Nov 24 -  Last Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Nov 25 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 
Tue, Nov 26 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Nov 27 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service, Valey Presbyterian 
Thu, Nov 28 -  Thanksgiving Day 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion 
Sat, Nov 30 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Dec   1 -  First Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Isaiah 9 promises that the "Father of Eternity" is coming to bring an "increase of His 
government and of peace" and that to it there will be no end.  The "zeal of the Lord of 
Hosts" will accomplish this, the Good News, yes for salvation and forgiveness, but also as 
Psalm 22 says that all the families of the world will return to the rightful worship God.  An 
interesting switch from Jeremiah 23:6 where the Messiah's name will be called, "The Lord 
our Righteousness" comes just a few chapters later in Jeremiah also.  In chapter 33 and 
verses 15-16 the people of God bear the same name because of their close relationship to the 

Savior - the name is marked onto themselves to bear it 
"The Lord Our Righteousness."  Other similar 

examples of this can also be found, for 
example at the end of Ezekiel (48:35), the 

end of Joel (3:21) and in Judges (6:24).  
Jesus IS the righteousness for all of His 
people.  His work completes the deeds to 
meet the requirements of the Law we 
can never perfectly keep AND His 
sufferings in our place on the cross also 
pays "in-full" the sin debt we could 
never pay.  "We are made right with 
God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ.  
And this is true for everyone who 

believes, no matter who we are" (Romans 
3:22 NLT).  Even tomorrow's sins will 

never erase the reality, and the next day's 
good deeds will not add one iota to it.  We can 

stand in His righteousness and not our own - and 
that's the Good News!               Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 2) My Goodness, Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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For More Info: Fr. Joe, Mary Perry or Chris Goodman 
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†  Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

F or the November food baskets, please bring items you 
would enjoy at Thanksgiving.  We will make up baskets 

for the same families who will be receiving the gifts from our 
Christmas Giving Tree.  We will need three family-
sized turkeys to be donated.  While you shop, if you 
could please choose any items from the following 
list: Gravy/Stuffing, Pumpkin Pie Mix, Bread or 
Dinner Rolls, Cranberry Sauce, Fruit Pie Fillings, 
Fresh or Canned Vegetables, Pie Crust, Potatoes, 
Sweet Potatoes, Onions, Celery, Carrots, Fresh or 
Canned Fruit, Cake Mix, Soup, Juice or Cider, Paper 
Products/Decorations, Brownie Mix, Nuts.  All food 
donations are due by Sunday, November 24th.  
Once the food donations have come in, we will 
need volunteers to divide the food 
into the baskets for the families.  
For more info, contact Barbara 
DeAnzeris, (203) 775-3722. 
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†  Blood of His Cross  

 

Jeremiah 23:1-6  •  Canticle 16  •  Colossians 1:11-20  •  Luke 23:33-43 
 

W 
hen human shepherds fail the flock of God, judgment comes.  “Woe to the 
shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!” (Jer. 23:1).  The 
betrayal is primarily a form of neglect.  “You have not attended to them” (Jer. 

23:2).  No doubt, such shepherds may give a public show of their concern, but the 
destruction and dispersion of the flock is itself proof that the shepherds care more for their 
own interest and comfort than for the flock and its need.  Woe to those who presume to 
teach or lead.  A shepherd may be removed, and new shepherds installed under the watchful 
eye of God.  “I myself will gather the remnant of the flock out of all the lands where I have 

driven them” (Jer. 23:3).  “I will raise up 
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, 
and they shall not fear any longer, or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing” (Jer. 
23:4).  Preeminent among the shepherds will 
be the one righteous branch, a king from the 
house of David. 
In the fullness of time, The Good Shepherd-
King arrives as Christ the Lord.  He gathers 
all people, even human nature itself into his 
divine person.  He gathers not only what is 
good and true and beautiful, but all the 
contorted and distorted evils of the human 
heart and mind, and the tribulation and 
groaning of the natural world.  He takes them 
in love and without resistance, but at great 
personal cost, for the conflicts and violence of 
the world are drawn into Christ.  He willingly 

assumes it to transform it, but first he allows it to be what it is in all its violent force. 
Could it have been otherwise?  Creation occurred through divine pronouncement and 

ended in peace.  God created and then God rested.  Could one imagine a similar incarnation?  
God comes in Christ and declares peace on earth, and it is so.  “All things were created 
through him and for him.  He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  
He is the head of his body, the church: he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so 
that he might come to have first place in everything.  For in him all the fullness of God was 
please to dwell, and through him God was please to reconcile to himself all things” (Col. 
1:16-19).  All things, it should be noted, must be reconciled through Christ because they 
have fallen from their original perfection.  It is this fallen condition, and the full force of its 
violence, that literally causes “the blood of his cross.” 

Some of this must be seen, not for its violence per se, but for the love that motivates 
Christ to bear it.  “When they came to a place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left . . . And the people stood by, 
watching; but the leaders scoffed at him . . . The soldiers also mocked him . . . One of the 
criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him” (Luke 23:33-39).  Though betrayed, 
denied, abused, and ridiculed, Jesus stands fast in a love that simply IS.  He does not defend 
himself or retaliate.  Instead, he absorbs every abuse until love and forgiveness are all in all.  
He exhibits the full force of his divine power chiefly in showing mercy. 

We have a bloody Shepherd, a wounded king, but the Shepherd’s love is all powerful 
and unending, and his kingly dominion endures from everlasting to everlasting.  He bleeds 
because he was afflicted by human beings, and no one is exempt from this guilt.  In utter and 
unimaginable love, Jesus assumes human guilt and punishment and transforms it by an elixir 
of divine love. 
 

Look It Up 
Read The Collect. 
 

Think About It 
His most gracious rule is his loving heart.              - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“….giving thanks to the Father, who has made you fit to share in the inheritance of the 
holy ones in light.”   Colossians 1:12 

 

G od wants us to be happy!  Instead of 
looking at the Ten Commandments as 

being restrictive and telling us what we can’t 
do, look at them as guides for living a joy-filled 
and peaceful life.  Most of our problems arise 
when we put our own needs first or spend most 
of our time trying to acquire “things.”  
Christians put God first in all things instead. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, November 21st 
 

William Byrd, John Merbecke, & Thomas Tallis 
Musicians, 1623, 1585, 1585 

 

J ohn Merbecke was born in 1505 and nothing is known of his 
childhood.  As a young man he was a chorister at St. George’s 

Chapel, Windsor, and from 1541 until near the time of his death in 
1585, he served as chapel organist. 

Only a small handful of works by Merbecke have survived, most 
notably the Booke of Common Praier Noted, 1550, composed to 
accompany the 1549 Book.  The appearance of the 1552 Prayer Book 
made it obsolete, but more recently, Merbecke’s musical setting has 
been widely used. 

T homas Tallis was born near the beginning of the fifteenth century and very little is 
known of his early life.  After a 

succession of appointments as a church 
musician, he spent most of his vocation in 
service to the Crown as musician to the Chapels 
Royal under four successive monarchs, both 
Catholic and Protestant.  Although always a 
Roman Catholic, Tallis had the political savvy to 
survive the shifts in ecclesial loyalties and the 
musical acumen to respond to the changing 
needs of the Church of England.  He is regarded 
as the father of English Church music since the Reformation. 

W illiam Byrd was a student, colleague, business partner, and successor of Thomas 
Tallis.  Most likely born in Lincolnshire in 1543, he was appointed organist and 

choirmaster of Lincoln Cathedral in 1563 and served until he 
joined Tallis as a gentleman of the Chapels Royal in 1572.  
Like Tallis, he was a lifelong Roman Catholic but was 
successful in winning the support for his music among 
Anglicans of Puritan tendencies, though not without 
occasional difficulties.  His liturgical compositions cover a 
variety of musical forms: mass settings, motets, graduals, 
psalm settings, English anthems, and occasional music for the 
great feasts of the church.  Byrd composed for the keyboard 
and wrote works perhaps best described as consort music for 
the more popular enjoyment of the court. 
 Tallis and Byrd collaborated on a number of projects and 
together held the Crown Patent for the printing of music and 
lined music paper for twenty-one years. 
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“He delivered us from the power of darkness and transferred us 

to the kingdom of his beloved Son...”    Colossians 1:13  

I f we recognize Jesus as our King, then we must also 

recognize ourselves as His loyal subjects.  As members of 

God’s kingdom we have an abundance of wonderful blessings.  

But we also have responsibilities.  We must always use our gifts 

to help build up the kingdom.  We must never forget that we are 

truly blessed to be called to serve the Greatest of Kings.  
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An Open invitation 

Deacon Tara Shepley has begun her new ministry at St. 

George’s Church In Middlebury.  

 

She welcomes us to visit on any Sunday. 

Bible Study 8:30 am 

Worship 9:30 am 

St. George’s Church 

Tucker Hill Rd., Middlebury 

†  Lessons and Carols: Save the Date! 

O ur annual Festival of Lessons and Carols will be held on Sunday, 

December 15 at 5:00 pm.  Please mark your calendars and plan to 

attend this beautiful Advent service which consists of Scripture 

readings about the birth of Jesus interspersed with the singing of 

traditional carols led by our choir.  What a truly wonderful way to 

prepare your heart, mind, and voice for Christmas! 

 Or better yet, if you like to sing, you are welcome to join 

our special choir for this service. Rehearsals are on the 

following three Mondays from 7-9 pm: Nov 25, Dec 2, Dec 9 

and Thursday, Dec 12.  The only prerequisites are as follows: 1) 

you like to sing Christmas music, and 2) you like to be around 

people who like to sing Christmas music.  No previous participation 

in the music ministry required!  It may be just the thing if you’ve been 

looking for a small group to join for Advent!  Please contact Kirsten 

Peterson for more details and to sign up: kirpeterson@comcast.net 

†  Happy Birthday 
 

K evin Lalley will be blowing out candles on 

Saturday.  Lauren Melody & Patricia 

Brought celebrate Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 

†  
 

A s the temperature drops and the seasons change remember homeless 
people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own are 

very likely to be threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting socks 
and toiletries for the men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  
Place donations in the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  Start Spreading the Good News! 
 

A nd he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel 

to the whole creation.  Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” 

        Mark 16:15-16 

mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+16%3A15-16&version=ESV
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†  Seek and Find 

by Steve Hemming 

 

“And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” 
 Jeremiah 29:13 

 

T he word “seek” in Hebrew is baqash, which means to diligently look for, to search 
earnestly until the object of the search is located.  How much of your heart is 

devoted towards searching for God?  And what portion of it is compelled to pursue after 
things other than Him? 

Because of God’s everlasting love for His children, He has no desire to play “hide and 
seek” with you and me.  Instead, He extends to each of us an open invitation to search for 
Him.  And when we do seek the Lord, He will let us find Him.1  Our Father is a willing 
participant in the pursuit of His being found; for as we draw near to Him, He will draw near 
to us.2 

Jesus instructs us to “seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you.”3  So, considering after first seeking God, we will receive all 
the additional things we truly need, why would we not search for Him with all our hearts?  
The Word affirms that “those who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing,”4 and God 
“is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”5 

Thankfully, we do not serve a God who is beyond our reach.  For the Lord is near to all 
who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth.6  For example, He is close to the 
brokenhearted,7 and is a very present help in times of trouble.8  Actually, it is impossible for 
us to depart from the presence of God, as King David writes in the Psalms; “Where can I go 
from Your Spirit?  Or where can I flee from Your presence?  If I ascend into heaven, You 
are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.”9 

In order to develop and cultivate an intimate relationship with God, we would be well-
served to seek Him early and often.  As a man after God’s own heart, David regularly 
sought the Lord first thing each morning, as he declared in Psalm 63:1; “O God, You are my 
God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and 
thirsty land Where there is no water.”  Our Lord Jesus was known to rise before daybreak, 
go to a solitary place, and seek His Abba Father in prayer.10  And if we are persistent in our 
pursuit of the Lord, we will be justly rewarded as Jesus exhorts; “Ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.”11 

Are you steadfastly seeking the Lord?  If you haven’t been regularly searching for Him 
with all of your heart, I encourage you to pursue Him more passionately and consistently.  
As the psalmist wrote, “Seek the Lord and His strength; seek His face always!”12 

 

“When You said, “Seek My face,” My heart said to You, “Your face, Lord, I will 
seek.”  Psalm 27:8 

1  2 Chronicles 15:2 
2  James 4:8  
3  Matthew 6:33  

4  Psalm 34:10  
5  Hebrews 11:6 
6  Psalm 145:18  

7  Psalm 34:18 
8  Psalm 46:1 
9  Psalm 139:7-8 

10 Mark 1:35 
11 Matthew 7:7-8 
12 Psalm 105:4 

 

View of the 

South Meadow 

in the 

Adirondack 

Mountains High 

Peaks Region, 

Lake Placid, NY 

– 8/31/19  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441211824
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441211873
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441211901
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441211936
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441211974
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441212006
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441212036
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441212072
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441212126
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441212154
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441212185
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=441212210
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Hyena Den 

 

† Today in Paradise 
 

F lower gardens were almost nonexistent in ancient times.  Arable land was 
used for growing food.  Only the most wealthy could enjoy the luxury of 

purely ornamental planting.  Typically this meant that only a king could afford 
such a space.  In Persia (Iran) the royal garden was enclosed with a high wall, 
kept behind locked gates.  It was secured for the private enjoyment of the ruler 
and those in his favor.  The Persian word for this enclave was "pairi-daiza" or 
enclosed park.  The English word is "paradise." 

One of the two thieves crucified with Jesus recognizes the special nature of 
Jesus.  Our Lord promises that he will soon be with him in paradise.  It is an 
admission of kingship by Christ and a promise for all admitted sinners. 
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The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study  

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study has begun 

studying, MINOR PROPHETS 1, on Tuesdays, 

at 9:15 am in the Guild Room. 

The Old Testament books of Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obadiah, Jonah, and Micah are known collectively as part of the Minor Prophets, but there is 

nothing "minor" about the lessons they teach about God or their potential impact on your 

life.  If you want to let the Bible change your life, this study is an ideal tool for digging 

deeper.  Explore the lives and times of these prophets and discover their important teachings 

so that you will come to know God in a new and life-transforming way. 

Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15 -11 

am.  For more info, email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  Workbooks are $12. 

 

 

 

†  Brookfield Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

7:30 pm Wednesday, Nov. 27, at Valley Presbyterian Church 
 

B rookfield’s oldest continuing town-wide 
ecumenical service will be held on Wednesday, 

November 27th at 7:30 pm at the Valley Presbyterian 
Church, 21 West Whisconier Road. 
This annual service is coordinated by the Brookfield 
Ecumenical Clergy group.  This year the Rev. Paul 
Lutz, from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, will 
deliver the Thanksgiving message. 
 You are invited to gather together with brothers and 

sisters from our Brookfield faith communities to pray, sing, and hear God’s still-speaking 
voice as we celebrate with gratitude our great blessings.  Worship leaders from the various 
congregations will lead portions of the service.  A time of fellowship and refreshment will 
be offered afterwards. 

We hope you will 
join us for this historic 
Thanksgiving 
celebration, which began 
with a Union 
Thanksgiving Service led 
by the Congregational 
Church and St. Paul's 
Episcopal in 1896. 

An offering will 
benefit the Emergency 
Fuel Assistance Fund of 
Brookfield Social 
Services. 

‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 

over to __________ and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

because of my name.  

Luke 21:12 

mailto:debbi415@aol.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke21%3A12&version=NRSVA
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†  Introducing PraiseWalks 
 

E very Monday night at 4:00 pm; Wednesday and Friday nights at 5:30 pm 

and on nights when PraiseKicks does not meet we’ll meet, we will do a 

walk on the Still River Greenway.  We'll meet at 

the north end of the Greenway across from the old 

Hearth Restaurant.  There is plenty of new street 

parking by the Four Corners.  This is very low 

impact exercise and everyone can go at their own 

pace, run, walk, whatever.  Since this is a walk, 

bring a friend, kids, neighbors, whoever.  Our goal 

will be to meet back at our cars by 6:45 pm. 

 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Christ in Judgment 

c. 1480 
Gallego, Fernando, ca. 1440-ca. 1507 

Museo del Prado 
 

"God is our refuge and our strength..."  Psalm 46:1 

I n the context of last week's God as Christ Pantocrator, Ruler of the 
World, how is this treatment, referred to as Christ in Judgment, 

different?  Each God as Christ figure has the right hand raised in the 
particular gesture, and each is touching/holding in the left hand the orb of the 
world.  Both artists are from 
Spain.  The title nomenclature, 
although theologically somewhat 
separate, means less than the 
essential content of the paintings.  

In this work by Gallego, 
Christ's face and bearing is 
strong, but gentle; loving, 
reassuring.  He is both God and 
Christ - the God who judges and 
the Christ who loves, two natures 
embodied in one articulation.  
Both Fernando Gallego in this 
late-15th century work and El 
Greco in his early-17th century 
work emphasize the loving 
nature of Christ.  Surrounded by 
the symbols of the four Gospels 
inhabiting their apocalyptic 
natures as described by Ezekiel, 
God in Christ is following a 
pattern in use for centuries: the 
eagle = John, the angel/man = 
Matthew, the bull/ox = Luke, 
and the lion = Mark.  
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†  Thanksgiving Day Service 

Each year on Thanksgiving morning at 10 am we 

celebrate a service of Holy Communion.  One 

of the highlights of the service is that 

instead of a sermon everyone who 

wants to has a chance to share 

their thanksgivings.  It’s a great 

way to start the day.  Join us. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Nov 24th 8 am    Melody’s     10:30 am  Marie Williams 
Dec   1st 8 am    Trott’s     10:30 am  JoAnn Hornak 
Dec   8th 8 am   Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am Barbieri’s 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Mission Crosses 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Tara Shepley will be ordained on 

January 16, 2020 at St. George’s in 

Middlebury at 7:00 pm. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  
 

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  Or are 

you looking for some healing prayer?  Or maybe you’re just 

interested in a smaller, quieter, more intimate worship experience 

than our Sunday celebrations.  Join us each week on Wednesdays at 

10 am for Holy Communion and healing along with an inspirational 

homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-week service offers all the above.  

Following the service, coffee and fellowship is available as well as a 

lively Bible Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/864008333997138/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/864008333997138/
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†  New St. Paul’s Playgroup Has 

Formed! 

You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:00 am 

A 
ll are welcome to join St. Paul's 
Playgroup on Wednesday mornings 
from 9-10 am.  We will meet in the 

nursery on the next three dates: Nov 20, and 
Dec 4 and 11.  Friends are always welcome, 
and we can expand downstairs if needed.  
Please join the Facebook group: St Paul's 
Brookfield Church Playgroup, which is a 
great way to let us know you are coming, 
ask questions, or suggest additional times 
to get together. 
 Come, make new friends.  A free 
ministry of St. Paul’s Church Brookfield.  
Follow the group on our Facebook Page: 
St. Paul’s Brookfield Church Playgroup. 

G od gave us a most painful and 
extravagant gift to us - the 

Crucifixion of his beloved Son that we 
might be saved from everlasting death 
and granted eternal life.  How can we 
possibly adequately respond to that 
overwhelming love for us?  Why not 
try loving Him and our neighbors, and 
living a generous and thankful life?  It’s 
a good start! 

†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the 

first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to 

create your unique on line profile.  After you 

have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact 

Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

†  Greeters Needed 
 

   Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 
church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always 
looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you 
are interested in becoming a greeter, 
please contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

Name Tags - Remember how awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  So, please be courteous 
to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, visiting clergy and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

(Click on the red links for the readings) 
 

“The True Messiah” 
 

 Jeremiah 23:1-6 

I n our opening lesson the Lord denounces the rulers who have so poorly shepherded the 
people Israel.  God will gather the flock together and give them new 

shepherds, especially a just ruler in the line of David.  Jeremiah prophesied 
during the year that Babylon was conquering his country, and while Judah’s 
last king Zedekiah (part of whose name meant righteousness) was ruling in 
Jerusalem.  God would now have to act as  shepherd to this people and will 
finally fulfill Israel’s dream by raising up a wise and truly righteous ruler. 

 Canticle 16 (Luke 1:68-79 - The Song of Zechariah) 
A song of thanksgiving and prophecy.  The child will be called the prophet 

of the Most High and will make a way for the Lord. 
 Colossians 1:11-20 
In this reading Paul prays that the Colossians may be strengthened to meet 

whatever is to come, and he praises the Son as the visible likeness of the 
invisible God, through whom all things were created.  He is the head of his 
body, the church, and the source of its life.  There were some new disciples at 
Colossae who wished to worship Jesus as one of several lords.  Paul insists that 
there can be no other divinities.  God’s full nature is in him.  He is before all 
things and is the unifying principle for all created life.  Through him we have 
been brought out of darkness into his kingdom, and by his sacrifice alone God 
reconciles all things. 

 Luke 23:33-43 
In the gospel Jesus, as he hangs upon the cross, is mocked as the Christ 

and the King of the Jews.  To a thief crucified with him he promises Paradise.  The story 
forces us also to ask, “What kind of ruler is this?  What royal power does he have?  What sort 
of God would allow God’s 
chosen one to die like this?  
Clearly the strength of God 
revealed in Christ is  very 
different from the human 
understanding of kingship.  
Jesus’ words to the thief are 
words of hope to all who 
die in every manner of 
circumstance. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

W here do we go from here?  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Luke 23:33-43 
What sort of Savior can't even save 

himself?  "IF you are the Messiah...?"  The 

word "if" gets us thinking - or rather 

doubting.  It shifts us from relating with 

Jesus to reasoning about him; from love to 

logic; from our hearts to our heads.  But 

salvation is not about changing bad 

circumstances to good ones - coming down 

off a cross.  Salvation is knowing and 

trusting without a shred of doubt, without 

a second's hesitation that we abide in 

God's love - no matter what the 

circumstances - even on a cross.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp29_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Paul’s, Woodbury; St. John the 
Evangelist, Yalesville; Grace Church, Yantic. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....The health and well‐being of persons 
employed by The Episcopal Church; the 
Presiding Bishop and the President of the House 
of Deputies of The Episcopal Church. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul 
Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, 
Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, 
Ray and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Honduras; the people of Paraguay; the Diocese of Durham 
(England) The Rt Revd Mark Watts Bryant; and our sister and brother members of the 
General Conference of the Evangelical Baptist Church, Inc. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive 
Thanksgiving Dinner from basket collections during the month of 
November. 
.....Mountain Church of God, Brookfield, a partner congregation of 
the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Oppressed. 
.....That we may serve Jesus, Our King, with love and gratitude, 
generously offering our gifts to help build up the Kingdom of God 
here on earth. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces 
some difficult issues. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Christ the King Sunday 
 

 We celebrate Christ as King and Lord of the 
universe.  It is held on the final Sunday before 
Advent.  It reminds us how Jesus radically 
redefined the nature of kingship. He was a king 
who acted as a humble servant.  Jesus also 
called on his followers to be servants as well. 

 

 

 

https://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.stjohns-yalesville.org/
http://www.stjohns-yalesville.org/
https://www.gracechurchyantic.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Honduras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paraguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Conference_of_the_Evangelical_Baptist_Church,_Inc.
http://www.brookfieldct.gov/pages/BrookfieldCT_Social/index
http://bobcutting.com/mountainchurchofgod.html
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/36.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKHmtGdE05Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKHmtGdE05Y
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dz4GIecaA-o 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troy_Aikman
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

