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 John 1:5        

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

Dear Friends, 

During these dark-

ened days of Advent, 

we celebrate the light of 

Christ cleaving the darkness in 

our lives while sending forth sal-

vation's eternal beam of hope. 

This Sunday, with our Pageant in the 

morning, and Lessons and Carols in the 

evening, we will give voice to the promise 

that God's light shines, and no amount of 

darkness can overcome it. 

Thank you to everyone preparing for this Sun-

day's celebration of light through our worship. 

Between our enthusiastic children and teachers, 

our largest choir yet, and our dedicated musical 

servants, we look forward to experiencing the 

Hope of the Ages come among us.  

Faithfully, 

 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Stirred, Not Shaken   

by John Tuthill 
 

“...Not even fools shall go astray.” 
- Isaiah 35:8 (New Revised Standard Bible) 

 

“Are You the One who was to come, 
or should we look for someone else?” 

- Matthew 11:2 (Berean Study Bible) 
 

R 
ejoice, my fellow fools!  This Sunday is the third in Advent and is called 
"Rejoice Sunday."  In good 'ol Latin, the day is named "Gaudete"  
("Gow-DET-tay") Sunday.  In Matthew's Gospel, which will be the one mostly 

focused on throughout the entire church year we've just started last week, the idea of the 
Lord Jesus coming to rule is focused and narrowed-down by that guy who came just ahead 
of Jesus to "prepare the way" for everyone to hear: John the Baptist.  Fun fact: John was not 

so much a "Baptist," not quite the way that 
we think of a "Baptist" in our times.  Last 
week, we heard in the gospel reading about 
John the..."Baptizer" (?) (again, he's not 
really a "Baptist").  Last week the gospel 
reading was way-back in Matthew chapter 
three.  But this week we jump ahead to 
Matthew chapter 11, and verses 2-11.  
Matthew continually uses John the Baptist 
as a pivotal player in his whole gospel 
account.  He focuses in on "JTB" to point 
at what it means to have the rein of God 
happening in Jesus Christ Himself.  
Interestingly, Mathew's Gospel is set in 
three parts and these are between a 
beginning and an ending part.  The 
beginning of Matthew leads up to the 
Christmas narrative and the end part tells 
about the "Great Commission," which is to 
make disciples and to tell the Good News 
in all the world.  Between the beginning 

and the ending of Matthew, three major sections fit together by a reappearing of our wild-
and-wooly friend, John the Baptist.  For example, back in Matthew 3, "JTB" comes to 
"Prepare the Way of the Lord" and he is doing that in the spirit of the Old Testament 
Prophet, Elijah.  Jesus in this first section is received well and heals many wherever He 
goes, although He does predict opposition to come later.  Next, in chapter 11 (this week's 
reading), Jesus continues healing, but now faces increasing push-back and growing hostility 
from the religious leaders.  This beginning of opposition that Jesus faces is tipped-off by, 
none other than "JTB" because of his arrest and imprisonment.  As we will hear, John 
expresses a new and very uncharacteristic uncertainty about Jesus being the One that he had 
been fiercely preaching about in the desert.  JTB was the greatest Prophet "born of 
woman" (v. 11) according to Jesus, but, he was still a sinner like the rest of us and he 
expressed doubt.  He doubted even as he was a saved and as a believing follower of Jesus.  
JTB's greatest experience, when the sky ripped open and God spoke and the Spirit 
descended at the baptism of Jesus - even that experience was not enough to last and to keep 
him faithfully believing in Jesus.  Perhaps our own greatest experiences of the Spirit can 
also be likewise very powerful, but by themselves ultimately lacking and not lasting to keep 
us in the gift of faith either, as meaningful as those may seem at the time.  The third section 
of Matthew's Gospel is about Jesus going to the cross.  In chapter 17 it is not quite "JTB," 
but Elijah shows up along with Moses on either side of Jesus at His "Transfiguration."  A 
lesson from John the Baptist in the reading this week seems to be one that Father Joe has 
preached about many times: "The heart of the human problem is the problem with the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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The Beheading of 

John the Baptist - 

1869  
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Dec 12 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Lessons & Carols Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
Sat, Dec 14 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Dec 15 -  Third Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  

/ Christmas Pageant (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - Advent Brunch, Crocker Hall 
  5:00 pm - Lessons & Carols, Sanctuary  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Dec 16 -10:00 am - Christian Caring, Guild Room 
  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Dec 17 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Dec 18 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
Thu, Dec 19 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Dec 21   St. Thomas, Apostle 
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Dec 22 -  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  5:00 pm - Behold the Lamb, Sanctuary  (YouTube Live) 
  7:00 pm - Behold the Lamb, Sanctuary 

human heart."  The chains that JTB wore and the fact that his vocation was not going the 
way he anticipated made him begin to second-guess and to openly question, not that there 

will be a Savior, but whether Jesus is that 
Savior.  The answer to that anxiety and 
doubt came from Jesus pointing to His own 
actions; "Go and tell John what you hear 
AND see: the blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised and..." (greatest of all!) 
"...and the Good News is being preached to 
the poor." (v. 5). When Jesus returns, no 
doubt will ever shake us again to be like 
"reeds in the wind."  As the Prophet Isaiah 
wrote, even a fool (in Christ) will never 
stumble or be deceived.  All because the 
least in the Kingdom is united eternally and 
hidden in the perfection and in the power of 
Jesus He IS "Our Righteousness" (please 
see 1 Cor, 1:30, Jer. 23:6, 33:15, etc., etc., 
etc. on that).                    Thanks be to God! 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Stirred, Not Shaken   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Wednesday Morning Healing Service  
 

 

D o you need a pick me up in the middle of the week?  Or are you 

looking for some healing prayer?  How about some familiar 

contemporary music.  Or maybe you’re just interested in a smaller, 

quieter, more intimate worship experience than our Sunday 

celebrations.  Join us each week on Wednesdays at 10 am for Holy 

Communion and healing along with an inspirational homily from Fr. 

Joe.  Our mid-week service offers all the above.  Following the 

service, coffee and fellowship is available as well as a lively Bible 

Study in the Guild Room until noon. 

†  Quilt Raffle 

T he St. Paul’s quilters will be raffling 

off two quilts this year, a colorful 

laptop quilt and a Santa attic 

window quilt.  Tickets are $5 

each or 5 tickets for $20 and 

will be on sale during the 

first coffee hour in Crocker 

Hall during December.  All 

the money will be donated 

to Father Joe’s 

discretionary fund.  Raffle 

drawing will be held 

December 22 during 

coffee hour. 

  - St. Paul's Quilters 

†  Happy Birthday 
 

G iustino Capodilupo & Lori O’Hara celebrate today!  Friday is the 

big day for Barbara Hock & Diane Simone.  Elsa Cutting will be 

blowing out candles on Sunday.  Norma Schofield will be another year 

older and wiser on Tuesday.  Adalyn O’Connors will be opening presents 

on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

 

An Open invitation 

Deacon Tara Shepley has begun her new ministry at St. 

George’s Church In Middlebury.  

 

She welcomes us to visit on any Sunday. 

Bible Study 8:30 am 

Worship 9:30 am 

St. George’s Church 

Tucker Hill Rd., Middlebury 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/vb.1673039512948004/454286255262544/?type=2&theater&notif_t=page_post_reaction&notif_id=1576093106570873
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/vb.1673039512948004/454286255262544/?type=2&theater&notif_t=page_post_reaction&notif_id=1576093106570873
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†  Human Weakness & the Power of Christ  

 

Isaiah 35:1-10  •  Psalm 146:4-9  •  James 5:7-10  •  Matthew 11:2-11 
 

I 
n the Eastern Orthodox tradition, before the moment of baptism, a child is stripped 
naked and handed to the priest who fully immerses the child three times in the name 
of the Holy Trinity.  Emerging from the water each time, a splash of water, no 

doubt, hits the parents, godparents, the priest and assisting servers.  It is a beautiful moment 
when a life, though a gift and though beautiful, is transferred to higher existence; a mere 

human becomes the vehicle and 
home of Christ.  In the moment of 
stripping, the child is exposed in all 
his or her vulnerability. 
This naked exposure reveals the 
totality of human life.  What will 
happen in time?  How weak are we, 
really?  The moment comes - it 
always does, inevitably - when we 
know how low and vulnerable we 
are.  The prophet Isaiah, speaking 
to the nation in a time of 
devastation, is speaking, no less, 
about us, collectively and 
personally.  Life can be, at times, a 
dry land, a desert waste, a 
wilderness, a hopeless string of one 

apparently meaningless event after another.  People are weak and feeble and fearful.  They 
are often blind to the glory of God and deaf to the voice of the Word.  People are oppressed, 
bound, and cast down.  As every medical professional knows, particularly in the prosperous 
West, and especially in the United States, depression and anxiety are an epidemic.  There is 
a lot of despair at hand, and it should be named and it should be faced.  There is, thankfully, 
medical help that is often effective, but deeper questions lurk in all this human despair. 

Baptism is preemptive action.  Baptism acknowledges that we need “grace and mercy” 
not simply as a momentary dose of divine kindness, but as a real participation in the life of 
God. The naked and vulnerable human being is plunged into the waters of baptism to 
emerge anew as a son or daughter of God who is the household of God.  The kingdom of 
God is at hand in baptism.  God is at work, and something extraordinary happens as the life 
of Christ is transferred, in the power of the Spirit, to the newly baptized.  In this moment and 
all subsequent moments baptism does its mysterious work. 

The Scriptures help us describe it.  The parched earth becomes glad, the desert rejoices 
and blossoms and sings.  The glory of the Lord is seen with the eyes of faith.  Hands are 
strengthened, feeble knees are made firm, the fearful heart becomes strong and confident, 
the Word of God is heard in Scripture, tradition, every human discipline, and in all the 
wonders of nature.  The tongue is the instrument of a new song. (Is. 35:1-6).  “The blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them” (Matt. 11:4-6).  We may take offense at these 
words if read in their most literal sense, but that would be to read them wrongly.  They are 
signs and metaphors of new life that is mysterious and hidden and yet absolutely real.  In 
baptism we meet the grace of the Christ, the energy of Christ, the power of Christ, the 
unadulterated reality of Christ, and from that reality a new life begins. 

Anything that may happen to any human being may happen to a Christian.  We are in the 
world.  We share all the sufferings and joys of humanity.  But our lives are not merely 
human.  They are the home of God who brings life from death.. 
 

Look It Up 
Read Matthew 11:2. 
 

Think About It 
Baptized into Christ, you have everything.  There is no other.   

 - from The Living Church, 2019 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#nt1
Matthew%2011:2-11
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=443035661
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†  Dwell Safely in His Presence   
by Steve Hemming 

 

“I will both lie down in peace, and sleep; 
For You alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.” 

  Psalm 4:8 
 

R 
ecently, when I was visiting friends in Connecticut, they introduced me to their 
new kitten, Simba.  Simba is an orange tabby cat who’s friendly, playful, and 
very inquisitive.  While he initially may have been slightly reluctant to approach 

me, as we got to know each other over the course of a few days, Simba became comfortable 
and perfectly at ease in my presence. 

To my surprise, one afternoon, Simba leapt up onto my lap and fell asleep.  As I looked 
down lovingly at this sweet little feline, the Lord impressed upon my heart that He wants 
you and me to have the same level of comfort and trust with Him that Simba had developed 
with me. 

When I first met 
Simba, I extended my 
hand out to him, inviting 
him to draw near to me.  
I waited patiently for him 
to accept my invitation 
and come close, when he 
was ready to do so.  The 
Lord Himself invites us 
to come to Him and 
promises He will never 
turn us away.1 

God reassures us in 
many instances 
throughout His Word, He 
can be trusted, and that 
we are truly safe in His 
presence, for He alone is 
our refuge.  Here are just 
a few examples in the 
scriptures where we can taste and see that the Lord is good.2 

 

For Strength – 

•  “The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the strength 
of my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?”3 

•  “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”4 

•  “I will love You, O Lord, my strength.  The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my 
deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold.”5 

For Trust – 

•  “As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is proven; He is a shield to all 
who trust in Him.”6 

•  “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts 
in You.”7 

•  “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.”8 
For Refuge – 

•  “He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty.   I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I 
will trust.”  “He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take 
refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler.”9 

(Continued on page 8) 
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†  Christmas Memorials 

There are envelopes on the back table for anyone wishing to remember 

loved ones and friends this Christmas season by placing a beautiful poinsettia 

plant in the church in their memory.  All names will be listed in the Christmas Eve 

bulletin.  Memorials are due by Sunday, December 15.  If you have any questions, 

†  A Reed Swayed by the Wind 
 

J 
ohn the Baptist had been expecting a violent judgment day.  It would be initiated 

by the coming Messiah with fire.  He must have been amazed and confused when 

the pacifist Jesus did not match his expectations.  After his imprisonment he sent 

some of his disciples to press the issue.  Would Jesus provoke a revolution?  Was he the 

promised agent of divine vengeance? 

Jesus may be referring to John's vacillation when he muses about a "reed swayed by the 

wind."  Christ explained to John's followers that his notion of the Messiah was more in line 

with Isaiah's prophecy of a bringer of peace and healing in the first reading. 

•  “You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble; You shall surround me 
with songs of deliverance.  Selah” 10 

•  “Be my strong refuge, to which I may resort continually; You have given the 
commandment to save me, for You are my rock and my fortress.”11 

For Rest – 

•  “And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”12 

•  “I have set the Lord always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be 
moved.  Therefore, my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh also will rest in 
hope.”13 

•  “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”14 
For Safety – 

•  “But when you cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land which the Lord your God 
is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies round about, so that 

you dwell in safety”15 

•  “The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in 
safety by Him, Who shelters him all the day 
long; and he shall dwell between His 
shoulders.”16 

•  “The name of the Lord is a strong 
tower; the righteous run to it and are 
safe.”17 
 

As we gain greater confidence in God’s 
ability to sustain us in any circumstance, 
we will experience a deeper level of 
comfort in His presence, and true rest for 
our souls. 

(Continued from page 7) 

1  John 6:37  
2  Psalm 34:8  
3  Psalm 27:1  
4  Psalm 46:1  
5  Psalm 18:1-2  

6  Psalm 18:30 
7  Isaiah 26:3  
8  Psalm 118:8 
9  Psalm 91:1-2,4  
10 Psalm 32:7  

11 Psalm 73:1  
12 Exodus 33:14 
13 Psalm 16:8-9 
14 Matthew 11:28 
15 Deuteronomy 12:10 

16 Deuteronomy 33:12 
17 Proberbs 18:10 

Dwell Safely in His Presence 
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For More Info: Fr. Joe, Mary Perry or Chris Goodman 
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†  Ancient Christian Writers 
 

A reading from a letter by Catherine of Siena, Dominican Sister and Mystic (1380). 
 

I have told you that we should not act, and I do not wish 
you to act, like so many foolhardy worldly people who break 
the commandments of the Holy Church.  “I am not 
worthy,” they say.  And so they spend long days in mortal 
sin, refusing the food of their souls.  Oh what absurd 
humility!  Who does not see that you are not worthy?  
You say you are waiting for the time when you will be 
worthy.  When will that be?  Do not wait, because you 

will not be any more 
worthy on the last day 
than you were on the 
first.  Even if all our 
actions are good, we shall 
never be worthy.  But God is 
the one who is worthy and who, 
with His own great worth, makes us worthy.  And 
His worth cannot decrease.  But as for us, what 
should we do?  We should prepare ourselves to keep 
the sweet commandment because, if we do not do so 
and neglect Communion, then, thinking that we 
shall avoid sin, we shall fall into it. 
Therefore, to conclude, I do not want to see such 
folly in you but rather that you dispose yourself, as a 
faithful Christian, to receive Holy Communion in 
the manner I have just described. 

B ecause of this week’s Collect, 

some call Advent III “stir-up” 

Sunday.  As stewards, how do we seek to 

be stirred-up so we may faithfully respond 

to God’s will for us in this journey of life 

we travel”  What are the tools we use so 

we might be fashioned into the bread and 

nourishment God wants not only for us, 

but for us to share with others? 
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†  Christmas Giving Tree 
 

A nnually, Saint Paul’s adopts families from 

Brookfield who are financially struggling.  

Soon there will be a tree in the back of the church with 

gift tags attached listing items requested by the families.  

If you would like to bring some extra joy to the families, 

please take a tag or two from the tree. 

The unwrapped (a change from past years) 

gifts are due back to 

church by Sunday, 

December 15th, with 

the tag attached (most 

important).  Please keep 

under the maximum 

limit of $30 per gift.  

In addition to the 

individual families we 

will be working with there will also 

be tags for a holiday shopping table.  This will provide 

small Gift items (up to $10: crayons, markers, hats, 

mittens, ear phones, movie tickets, etc.) and holiday 

necessities (batteries, tape, wrapping paper, bows, and 

candy).  Please find your tag number on the clipboard and 

write your name and phone number in the corresponding 

space.  Thank you in advance for showering Christmas 

blessings on the families. 
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 November 13th 

Opening: David Williams opened the 
meeting with prayer at 7:30 pm.  Alex 
Naradzay led a Bible study using “I Want to 
Know What Love Is” by Foreigner with 
some word changes.  Agape love, the highest 
form of love, charity and the love of God for 
man and of man for God.  1 Corinthians 13:4
-7, love that is of or from man.  Our love for 
God, a determined act of the will, can only 
come from God through His Spirit.  Lyndon 
Thomas gave his testimony of his journey in 
faith, complete with pictures.  Born in 
England, he was baptized in the Anglican 
Church of Saints Philip and James in Milton 
England and spent summers and vacations 
there where he became an acolyte.  He 
moved to Newtown CT in 1958 where he 
attended Trinity Episcopal.  He was married 
in St. Rose’s Catholic Church in Newtown 
and later he and his wife Mary attended 

Trinity Episcopal.  Two years ago they came 
to St. Paul’s which he has found to be 
interesting and educational.  Love.  Do Good.  
Bless.  Pray.  The Vestry shared experiences 
that had occurred since our last meeting.  We 
are encouraged to continue to pray for all 
those we encounter each day and to 
remember to make these four things part of 
our daily life.  The October minutes were 
approved as circulated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Our expenses 
exceeded our income by $39,000 YTD at the 
end of October.  Franklin Funds are up 15% 
year to year. 
 

Committee Reports:  Dave Allen for 
Property: Carillon repair is being looked 
into.  There is only one vendor available for 

the handrail additions in 
the front of the church.  
The Vestry approved 
doing both the walkway 
handrail and vesting room 
entry guardrail for the sun of $4,033.  Mary 
Beth Durkin reported the Altar Guild had a 
good evening at their annual meeting and 
welcomed a new member.  Dave Allen 
submitted a written reports for Property. 

Rector’s Report:  Fr. Joe is glad to be 
back from his travels.  Covenant Sunday will 
be November 17th.  Remember we are 
giving not just our treasure but also our time 
and talent to our Lord.  Tara Shepley is to be 
ordained on January 16, 2020 at St. George’s 
in Middlebury at 7 pm. 

 
Old Business:  The oil tank is in and has 

been approved by Brookfield.  
We have heat!  The state of 
Connecticut approval will 
follow. A new compressor for 
heat and air conditioning was 
installed.  The Property 
Committee is getting quotes 

on the other compressor we still need.  A 
keypad lock for the side door into the parish 
house is being installed.  
 

New Business:  We will be holding an 
Alpha Course in January 2020 for 60 people, 
guests and team.  The Vestry approved 
funding from the Evangelism Fund to cater 
the dinner.  St. Paul’s has been given a gift 
of a large screen TV for this purpose and 
future use.  Approval of the Mission Budget 
was tabled until the December Vestry 
meeting. 
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 10:02 pm by Mary Perry. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Vestry 

†  Happy Anniversary 

On Sunday January 12th, 2020 Fr. Jim 

Wheeler will celebrate and preach at St. 

Paul’s on the 40th anniversary of his 

ordination to the priesthood.  

Recently retired, Jim is the former 

rector of St. Paul’s, Woodbury and St. John’s, Stamford. 
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†  Follow Us Live 

T he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship 
services and join in our various events.  However, there are still times 

when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness.  Many of 
our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  It has been used by our “Snow Birds,” 
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and 
former members who have moved away.  Why not 
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a 
church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or 
tab on our website for 
more info.  

 

 

Hyena Den 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 John the Baptist Announcing the Messiah 

mid 12th century mosaic 

Cappella Palatina di Palermo 
 

"J ohn spoke like the prophets of old, saying that the people must turn from their sin 

to avoid 

punishment and turn to God 

to experience his mercy and 

approval. this is a message 

for all times and places, but 

John spoke it with 

particular urgency -- he was 

preparing the people of the 

coming Messiah.  Important 

Roman officials of this day 

were always preceded by an 

announcer or herald.  When 

the herald arrived in town, 

the people knew that 

someone of prominence 

would soon arrive and they 

would be called to 

assemble.  Because Mark's 

audience was comprised of 

primarily Roman 

Christians, he began his 

book with John the Baptist, 

whose mission was to 

announce the coming of 

Jesus, the most important 

man who ever 

lived." (Barton, 138) 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“You too must be patient.  Make you hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is at 
hand.” James 5:8 

 

P atience is another one of those things many 
of us struggle with.  We want things to go 

according to our plan and our schedule.  Any 
change brings anxiety and fear.  Through daily 
prayer we better align themselves with God’s will 
and His plan, which is far better than anything we 
can come up with on our own. 

Advent Brunch Follows 

Y our mission committee is very pleased to report that we raised more than 

$2,200.00 through the Kettle campaign this past weekend!  Along with a 

Vestry budgeted $2,000 we are turning a total of almost $3,500 to the Salvation 

Army to be used locally for “critical and emergency” needs in 2019. 

If you would like to learn more about the Northern Fairfield Volunteer Unit of 

the Salvation Army, contact any member of the Mission Committee or Don 

Winkley. 

  Sunday, Dec. 15th, 10:30 
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†  Mission Crosses 
 

“Transforming Lives Through Jesus Christ” one mission cross at a time. 

If you would like to share your mission cross story give it to Fr. Joe or send it 

to stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com. 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Tara Shepley will be ordained on 

January 16, 2020 at St. George’s in 

Middlebury at 7:00 pm. 

†  Our Daily Bread 

O ur Daily Bread 

for December, 

January & February 

is now available on 

the table in the back 

of the church.  Our 

Daily Bread contains 

a scripture verse and 

meditation for each 

day. 

mailto:stpaulsswordpoints@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Dec 15th 8 am    Greeley’s     10:30 am  Pageant 
Dec 22nd 8 am -   Durkins     10:30 am Duckett’s 
Dec  29th 8 am -   Robin Powell   10:30 am Dot Crocker 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give 

Now” button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to create 

your unique on line profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Prepare Ye the Way 
 

 Isaiah 35:1-10 

I n the reading from the Hebrew Bible the prophet envisions a time of abundance and 

healing for Israel.  As when the people were led out of Egypt into the promised land, 

so this new return will be in the power of God.  Retribution will fall upon the Lord’s 

enemies, but there will be water in the wilderness for the redeemed.  In words that are later 

used by Jesus to describe what is taking place in his ministry, the prophet 

foretells an age when the blind and deaf, the lame and dumb will be healed. 

 

 Psalm 146:4-9 

A hymn of praise to the Lord, who forms the world and rules in justice, 

who heals and cares for the needy. 

 

 James 5:7-10 

This lesson is an exhortation to patient expectation in preparation for the 

coming of the Lord.  One may learn from the farmer, who must wait for the 

crop to ripen, or from the prophets who bore suffering with patience.  Such 

endurance excludes a grumbling blaming of one another.  The Lord will 

come soon. 

 Matthew 11:2-11 

In our gospel passage Jesus responds to a question from John the Baptist 

about his mission and then describes John’s ministry.  Jesus’ answer to 

John’s question suggests that people must make up their own minds about 

his role while observing the healings that are taking place in accordance with ancient 

prophecies.  

Those who 

hear Jesus 

are also to 

recognize 

that John is 

a prophet 

and more: 

he is the one 

who 

prepares for 

the Lord’s 

coming. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis CE Study Guides for each weeks readings will 

be available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

R epentance, Preparation, Indifference.  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check 

out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

 

Matthew 11:2-11 
Jesus honorably does 

NOT answer the 

question directly.  Instead, 

he tells the followers of 

John to go back and 

report what they 

themselves have seen and 

heard.  In other words, 

make up your own mind; 

you decide who I am.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Advent/AAdv3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. Stephen’s, Bloomfield; St. George’s, 
Bolton; Trinity, Branford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Those who advocate at the local, state, 
national, or global level for the poor, the lonely, 
and the oppressed. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, 
Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu 
Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, Bill Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pam, 
Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, Ray and Peter continued healing. 
.....the people of Lao People’s Democratic Republic; the people of Seychelles; the Diocese 
of Sittwe (Myanmar) The Rt Revd James Min Dein; and our sister and brother members of 
the Old German Baptist Brethren, New Conference. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Bethel Community Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for 
the month of December. 
.....Wilton Baptist Church, Wilton, Danbury, a partner congregation of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Guidance. 
.....that through daily prayer we gain patience and align ourselves with God and his plan for 
us. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....James for strength, courage and spiritual wisdom as he faces some difficult issues. 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 
 

Christmas According to 

Kids 

 

 What happens when you ask a bunch 
of kids to tell the story of Christmas?  
Enjoy this story of Bethle-ha-ha-ham and 
the magical star that appeared. 
 
 Bet you can’t watch this with a 
straight face! 

 

 

 

https://www.episcopalct.org/ChurchDirectory/st-stephens-episcopal-church-bloomfield-ct/
http://www.stgeorgesboltonct.org/
https://www.trinitybranford.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seychelles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_German_Baptist_Brethren,_New_Conference
https://www.bethelcommunitypantry.org/
http://wiltonbaptist.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/57.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=suowe2czxcA&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=suowe2czxcA&feature=emb_logo
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley.  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Little_Red_Lighthouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington_Bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_Washington_Park_(Manhattan)

