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Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

Tonight, the Rev. Tara Shepley will be ordained to the Priesthood 

at St. George's Episcopal Church, in Middlebury, CT at 7:00 pm. 

All are invited. 
 

A 
lmighty God, the giver of all good gifts, who of your divine 

providence have appointed various orders in your Church: Give 

your grace, we pray, to all who are [now] called to any office and 

ministry for your people; and so fill them with the truth of your doctrine 

and clothe them with holiness of life, that they may faithfully serve before 

you, to the glory of your great Name and for the benefit of your holy 

Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  
 

D espite the varying temperatures, it is still winter, remember homeless 
people are on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own are 

very likely to be threadbare.  We are collecting socks and toiletries for the 
men’s homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the 
bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 16 - 7:00 pm - Rev. Tara Shepley Ordination, St. Geroge’s, Middlebury 
Sat, Jan 18    
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Cocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Cocker Hall 
Sun, Jan 19   
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:30 am - Rector’s Forum, Guild Room 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Mon, Jan 20   Martin Luther King Day 
 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Corcker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tues, Jan 21 - 9:15 am - Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room 
  5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Jan 22 - 9:00 am - Playgroup, Nursery 
  10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  6:30 pm - Alpha Program 
Thu, Jan 23 - 5:45 pm - PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
Sat, Jan 25    
 - 7:30 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  9:15 am - PraiseKicks, Cocker Hall 
  10:00 am - Praise Moves, Cocker Hall 
Sun, Jan 26    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Annual Parish Meeting, Crocker Hall 
  10:30 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Now the Lord has spoken who formed me as his servant from the womb...” 
 Isaiah 49:5 

 

Y ou have to do what God is calling you to 

do and others have to do what God is 

calling them to do.  Guess what, each of has been 

given a different plan!  So, stop comparing 

yourself to others.  Don’t let envy and jealousy 

enter your life.  Be thankful for the gifts God has 

given you and generously share them with others. 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+21:12&version=NRSVA
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  He Provides... 

by John Tuthill 
 

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said; 
Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 

- John 1:29 (ESV) 
 

"F ather?," Isaac said to Abraham when they walked up the mountain. 
"Yes, my son?" Abraham said. 

Then came Isaac's question which must have pierced Abraham's heart: 
"We have the fire and the wood," said the young man in his prime of life, "but where is 

the lamb for the burnt offering?" 
"God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son."  So, they 

continued up the mountain together. (Gen. 22:7-8 ESV) 
Abraham perhaps did not know details but he was confident anyway, confident anyway 

in God's promise.  God had promised that He would provide what was needed.  And, God 
did provide: 

"Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram caught in a 
thicket by its horns.  And 
Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his 
son.  So, Abraham called the 
name of that place "Yahweh-
Yireh" (which means "The 
LORD will provide").  To this 
day, people still use that name, 
'On the Mount of the LORD it 
shall be provided." (please see 
Gen. 22:13-14). 
 That was in Genesis in the 
Old Testament, but in 
Sunday's readings we will hear 
in the Gospel the obvious 
progression in God's provision 
for sin.  God provides the 
necessary "in-full" payment 
for the complete forgiveness 
of sins.  Even our repentance 
is God's gift (see Acts 11:18, 2 
Tim. 2:24-25, etc.).  My study 
Bible points out that first God 
provided one sacrifice for one 
person - Abraham offered the 
ram God gave in the place of 
his promised son.  Next, God 
provided one lamb for one 
household at the first 
"Passover,” which was the 
escape from slavery in Egypt.  
Then, later God provided and 

accepted one sacrifice for a whole nation each year on the "Day of Atonement" in the 
Temple.  But, of course, all of this was only to point ahead to "Christ our Passover" which 
"is sacrificed for us."  On the day when John the Baptist was shown by the Holy Spirit and 
that God had provided, he shouted for everyone to hear: "Look!  The Lamb of God that 
takes away the sin of the World!" (John 1:29).  God our Father even provides what He 
demands.  In Jesus, we have all that is required. 

Thanks be to God! 
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†  You Have Everything You Need   
by Steve Hemming 

 

“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory 
by Christ Jesus.” 

  Philippians 4:19 
 

O n the morning of New Year’s Eve, I spent a fair amount of time chatting with the 
Lord about the upcoming year, for I very much wanted to please Him in 2020.  

During a moment when I sat in silence before Abba Father, He spoke these words to my 
heart; “You have everything you need.” 

I interpreted these words to mean that I didn’t have to look or go elsewhere in order to 
obtain what I needed, for my sufficiency was and is from God.1  This revelation aligned 
well with what I felt in my spirit, especially considering one of my all-time favorite and 
guiding scriptures is, “Whom have I in heaven but You?  And there is nothing upon the earth 
that I desire besides You.” 2 

Do you believe that God is all you need, to the extent where you don’t consider or look 
to other people or things to satisfy you?  His word says that it is He who satisfies the 
longing soul, and fills the hungry soul with goodness. 3 

Rather than seeking satisfaction elsewhere, may we always be mindful of all that we 
have in our God.  For He is our exceedingly great reward.4  And since the Lord is our 
shepherd, we’ll always have all we need.5  When we seek Him, we will never lack any good 
thing.6  He will show us the path of life; in His presence we will find fullness of joy, and at 
His right hand there are pleasures forevermore.7  Bottom line – Every good and perfect gift 
is from above and comes down from the Father of the heavenly lights, with whom there is 
no change or shifting shadow.8 

I surely 
didn’t need any 
sort of 
confirmation of 
what God had 
conveyed to me 
earlier on the 
last day of 2019, 
when I went to 
see the new Star 
Wars’ film, 
“The Rise of 
Skywalker” that 
night with a 
friend.  So, I was 
amazed when 
Rey, the heroine 
in the movie, 
heard these 
words whispered 
to her by the 
Jedi masters, at a 
time when she 
was in dire 
straits; “You have everything you need.”  Coincidence?  I think not.  For it is no 
happenstance that God will supply all our needs.  For by His grace, we will always have 
more than enough. 

 

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always 
having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good 

work.”  2 Corinthians 9:8  

 

1  2 Corinthians 3:4  
2  Psalm 73:25 

3  Psalm 107:9 
4  Genesis 15:1 

5  Psalm 23:1 
6  Psalm 34:10 

7  Psalm 16:11 
8  James 1:17 

“You have everything you need.”   

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143143
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143109
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143174
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143213
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143241
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143282
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143314
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446143464
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†  True Light  

 

Isaiah 49:1-7  •  Psalm 40:1-12  •  1 Corinthians 1:1-9  •  John 1:29-42 
 

T 
he Servant of the Lord in Isaiah 49 may be the nation itself, a remnant of the 
nation, or, as Christians would come to see it, a foreshadowing of the coming 
Christ.  However interpreted, there is a sense that God will gather an exiled and 

persecuted people and through that people - the restored Jewish nation - shine out in blessing 
upon all nations.  God speaks, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise 
up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (Isa. 49:6).  Inevitably, “a light 
to the nations” and “my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” are taken up in Christian 
imagination, discourse, and creed. 

The appointed collect for this day connects “Light” to Jesus, scripture and sacraments; 
and the illumination of disciples and their radiance through Christ upon the world. 
“Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world; Grant that your 
people, illuminated by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s 
glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth” (Collect, 2 
Epiphany). 

The prologue of John’s gospel, which, no doubt, informs this collect, gives striking 
emphasis to light.  “In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it . . . The true light that enlightens 
everyone was coming into the world” (John 1:4-5, 9).  Additionally, we hear in the same 
gospel, “Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life” (John 8:12).  There are other 
references to “light” in the writing of St. John, but, to round out our picture, St. Matthew’s 
famous passage should be recalled, “You are the light of the world . . . let you light shine 

before others, so that they may see your 
good worlds and give glory to your Father 
in heaven” (Matt. 5:14,16). 
 The call not “to walk in darkness” and 
the summons to do “good works” suggest a 
moral overtone.  The light of Christ will 
change lives.  This point, although 
important, may often be overstated.  
Transformation into Christ is both 
happening by grace and impeded by sin, 
which is why, though sad to admit, 
Christians often do not look that much 
different from other people.  We have 
virtues, but of a rather ordinary kind, and 
often exercised only as convenient.  We 
have faults too numerous to ponder, 

though we must ponder them in repentance.  Still, we must struggle and endure to the end, 
seek to live godly, righteous, and sober lives.  But we are not the light.  We have the Light of 
Christ by adoption and grace, but we carry also the knowledge and effects of sin and death. 

Has anything changed, then?  The Light of Christ is with us and in us, and thus 
everything has changed, though under the aspect of hope.  It is not yet complete.  We are 
called, as St. Paul says, “to await the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will strengthen 
you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 1:7
-8). 

In the hours before daylight, I wait.  He will come - the One who is brighter than the Sun, 
all light and day, illuminating the inner chambers of the heart (Latin Hymn for Lauds).. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: Psalm 40:11. 
 

Think About It 
In a way that is natural to you, go about your work in the shining light of Christ. 

     - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=446127058
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†  A Place for Hope and Healing 
 

W e can sometimes feel helpless as we watch and 
hear of dedicated men and women running 

toward traumatic situations to serve, save and help 
communities just like ours.  They do this all day every day.   

As a nation we rely on these, our dedicated 
Compassionate Responders.  They are our Clergy, Police, 
First Responders, Fire, Military, Teachers, Healthcare and 
Mental Health providers. 

God placed a desire deep in Ken’s heart and my heart, 
to do something to join Jesus in letting Compassionate 
Responders know they are appreciated, to enable them to 
experience hope, and to help facilitate any healing they may need. 

And to walk alongside them as our logo demonstrates. 

Some of the work we do is go out into communities and solicit “Thank 
You” notes for Compassionate Responders who have made a difference in 
someone’s life.  We create a package of appreciation and either hand 
deliver or mail to the intended recipient. 

We also offer wellness gatherings, prayer support, coaching and 
other activities that encourage appreciation and offer hope in order to 
help healing.   

We are grateful for the 2020 Support of the St. Paul’s Mission 
Committee to A Place for Hope and Healing and pray more 

Compassionate 
Responders will 
know that their 
communities 
appreciate 
what they do.  New 
this year will be a program 
that will go way Beyond our Red 
Doors as Ken’s ministry has taken him 
to South Texas.   
 

To donate, read more about our work, or to 
let us know of someone you want to thank, 
please visit:  
wwwaplaceforhopeandhealing.org.   
 

May all we do Glorify God. 
 

Thank you again, 
Ken and Mary Perry 
Founders, A Place for Hope and Healing 
mary@aplaceforhopeandhealing.org 
www.aplaceforhopeandhealing.org 
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

G eorge Franklin celebrates tomorrow!  Saturday is the big day for 

Maria Silva.  Gianna Capodilupo, George Crocker & Erin 

Williams will be blowing out candles on Monday.  Renee Castronova will 

be opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 

†  The Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Confession of Saint Peter the Apostle 
Saturday, January 18th 

  

W 
hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,” Jesus responded, “You 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church.”  This rough fisherman and 
his brother Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus. Peter figures 

prominently in the Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense, and uncouth. 
It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to sink; it was Peter who 

impulsively wished to build three tabernacles on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was 
Peter who, just before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord. 

But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the Lord’s work, speaking 
boldly of his belief in Jesus.  It was also Peter, the Rock, whose strength and courage helped 

the young Church in its questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish 
community.  Opposed at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had the humility to 
admit a change of heart, and to baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius and his 
household.  Even after this, Peter had a continuing struggle with his Jewish 
conservatism; for Paul, writing to the Galatians, rebukes him for giving way to 
the demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from table-fellowship 
with Gentiles. 
 Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition connecting 
Peter with Rome is early and virtually certain.  According to a legend based on 
that tradition, Peter fled from Rome during the persecution under Nero.  On the 
Appian Way, he met Christ, and asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, 
where are you going?”).  The Lord answered, “I am coming to be crucified 
again.”  Peter thereupon retraced his steps, and was shortly thereafter crucified, 
head downwards.  “I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” he is 
supposed to have said. 
 As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and 
deny him, speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord 
did not come to save the godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful.  
Simon, an ordinary human being, was transformed by the Holy Spirit into the 
“Rock,” and became the leader of the Church. 

†  Annual Meeting On January 26th 
 

N otice is hereby given of the 233rd Annual Parish 
Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, 174 Whisconier Road, 

Brookfield, Connecticut, on Sunday, January 26th, 2020, in 
Crocker Hall, at 9:00 am.  The Rector will make appointments 
and elections will be held for various Vestry positions.  
Nominations may be made from the floor at the meeting.  
Communicant members of the parish over sixteen years of age 
are eligible to vote at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

There will be the traditional Holy Communion service at 
8:00 am and the Family Holy Communion Service at 10:30 am.  
Sunday School classes will be held at their normal time at 
10:30 am.  There will be no 9:15 am Rector’s Forum. 
Prior to the meeting we will have a parish brunch. 
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†  The Seven Unicorn Tapestries at the Cloisters 
 

 

On Saturday, January 4th as part of the 12 days of Christmas program at St. Paul’s a 
group of us spent a few hours at the Cloisters museum in northern Manhattan.  I was very 
impressed with The Hunt of the Unicorn Tapestries in room 17 that were made in about the 
year 1500 in the Netherlands. 

by Larry Creagh 
 

I 
 found the story told by the series of tapestries to be surprising.  In 
some ways the story manifests parts of the story of Christ’s struggle 
with the authorities, his Crucifixion and Resurrection. In other ways it 
does not. 

The first in the series of Unicorn 
tapestries illustrates some 
hunters entering the forest with 
their spears and hunting dogs. 

The second tapestry illustrates 
the Unicorn purifying a 
fountain. The other forest 
animals are obviously pleased 
with the amazing good deed 
performed by the Unicorn. Even 

the hunters are impressed by the miracle fountain 
purification. The purification seems to represent 
the “Living Water” conversation Jesus Christ had 
with the Samaritan woman at the well in John 
4:10, or Jesus’ description of “Rivers of Living 
Water” describing the Holy Spirit in John 7:38, 
or Psalm 42:1 “As the deer pants for streams of 
water, so my soul pants for you oh God”, or in 
Exodus chapter 17 when God provided water for 
the people of Israel when Moses struck a rock with his walking stave. 

In the 3rd & 4th 
tapestries the hunters inexplicably turn 
on the Unicorn and try to kill it with 
spears. This is analogous to the 
Pharisees and Roman soldiers who 
plotted and acted to kill Jesus both 
despite and because of the wonderful 
miracles he performed and his offering 
of eternal Salvation to all people who 
would put their faith in him. (I did not 
include the image of the 4th tapestry 
since it is too violent.) 

In the 5th tapestry the Unicorn has 
escaped the hunters but stops in the 
forest for a woman who seems to 
fascinate the unicorn long enough for 
the hunters and their dogs to catch up 
to the Unicorn. 

In the 6th tapestry the Noblemen with 
henchmen and their dogs brutally kill 
the Unicorn. It seems to the Unicorn 
has been permanently terminated. (I 

(Continued on page 13) 

1. Start of the Hunt 

2. The Unicorn at the 

Fountain  

3. The Unicorn 

Attacked  
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did not include the image of the 6th tapestry since it is intense and 
cruel.) 

In the 7th tapestry we find the Unicorn miraculously alive and 
whole again although he still bears some of his wounds inflicted by 
the malefactors. He is corralled in a small paddock in a field of 
beautiful flowers and garden herbs. The Unicorn is collared and 
chained to a fruit bearing tree.  

I wonder why the Unicorn is alive but not free? It is a wonderful 
artwork but deviates from our Gospel message with the last image. 
Galatians 5: 1 tells us; “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. 
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 
yoke of slavery” or Luke 4: 18-19 when Jesus quotes Isaiah  

“The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me, 
    because he has 
anointed me 
    to proclaim 
good news to the 
poor. 
He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners 
    and recovery of 
sight for the 
blind, 
to set the 
oppressed free, 
to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 

(Continued from page 12) 

Fragment of The 

Mystic Capture of 

the Unicorn  

l. - The Unicorn is 

in Captivity and 

No Longer Dead.  

below: The Unicorn 

is Killed and 

Brought to the 

Castle tapestry, 

hanging in Mary of 

Guise's Inner Hall 

in the Royal Palace 

at Stirling Castle, is 

a recreation that we 

saw during our 

Anglican Heritage 

trip last fall to 

England and 

Scotland.  

Unicorn Tapestries 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

 

Richard Meux Benson and Charles Gore 
Religious, 1915 Bishop of Worcester, of Birmingham, and of Oxford, 

1932 
 

R ichard Meux Benson and Charles Gore are 
remembered for their role in the revival of Anglican 

monasticism in the nineteenth century. 
Richard Meux Benson, the principal founder of the Society 

of Saint John the Evangelist, was born on July 6, 1824, in 
London.  As a student at Christ Church, Oxford, he came 
under the influence of Edward Bouverie Pusey, who became 
his spiritual mentor and lifelong friend. 

In 1849 Benson was ordained a priest and became rector of 
Cowley, a village neighboring Oxford.  In 1866, together with 
two other priests, he founded the Society of Saint John the 
Evangelist (SSJE), “a small body to realize and intensify the 
gifts and energies belonging to the whole Church.”  SSJE 
became the first stable religious community for men in the 
Anglican Church since the Reformation, styled as a missionary 

order patterned on St. Vincent de 
Paul’s Company of Mission Priests.  A 
branch house was established in 
Boston in 1870.  In 1874 work began 
in Bombay, and later Poona.  By 1880 SSJE had opened a mission 
house in Cape Town, South Africa, and in 1903 in the Transkei. 
Benson wrote the original SSJE Rule and served as Superior until 
1890. 
 Charles Gore was born in 1853 in Wimbledon and educated 
mainly at Oxford.  He was ordained in 1876 and served in positions 
at Cuddeston and Pusey House, Oxford, both of which were focused 
upon theological education and the formation of clergy.  While at 
Pusey House, Gore founded the Community of the Resurrection, a 
community for men that sought to combine the rich traditions of the 
religious life with a lively concern for the demands of ministry in 
the modern world. 
 Gore, a prolific writer, was a principal progenitor of liberal 
Anglo-Catholicism in late nineteenth and early twentieth century 
Anglicanism.  He was concerned to make available to the church the 

critical scholarship of the age, particularly with respect to the Bible.  A second but no less 
important concern was to prick the conscience of the church and plead for its engagement in 
the work of social justice for all.  Between 1902 and 1919, Gore served successively as 
bishop of the dioceses of Worcester, Birmingham, and Oxford. 
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

 

Jan 19th 8 am -   Wanzer’s     10:30 am Beth Beck 
Jan 26th   Annual Parish Meeting between services 
Jan 12th 8 am    Buni & Paul Kovacs 10:30 am  Raegan Guglielmo 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Wednesday Morning Healing 
Service  

 

D o you need a pick me up in the 

middle of the week?  Or are you 

looking for some healing prayer?  How 

about some familiar contemporary music.  

Or maybe you’re just interested in a smaller, 

quieter, more intimate worship experience 

than our Sunday celebrations.  Join us each 

week on Wednesdays at 10 am for Holy 

Communion and healing along with an 

inspirational homily from Fr. Joe.  Our mid-

week service offers all the above.  Following 

the service, coffee and fellowship is 

available as well as a lively Bible Study in 

the Guild Room until noon.  Click right to 

watch this week’s homily. 

The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study are studying, THE GOSPEL OF LUKE, weekly 

on Tuesdays at 9:15AM in the Guild Room. 

In the New Testament's longest book, Luke, the physician friend of the Apostle Paul, 

reveals Jesus as the Man who came to save all - including women, the 

poor, the outcast, the sick and the ordinary, everyday people of every 

nation, Luke's vivid, fast-moving report offers a gospel of reconciliation 

and celebration. 

 This Bible study traces Luke's story from the announcement of Jesus' 

birth, through His ministry in Galilee and His training of the disciples on 

the way to Jerusalem, to His submission to the crucifixion and His ultimate 

triumph in the resurrection. 

 This will be an 17 week study of amazing discussions and 

enlightenment.  Please join us!!! 

 Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15AM-11:00AM.  For 

study guide info, email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.  

Workbooks are $11 

†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 2nd we 

will be hosting our 4th 

annual Super Bowl party!  

We’re setting up our new 80-inch 

LED screen.  And you’re invited.  Men, 

women, children.  It doesn’t matter who you’re routing for.  Or 

even if you like football.  Just bring yourself, your favorite 

appetizer, beverage or snacks.  And maybe wear your favorite team 

shirt.  No cost.  No fuss.  Contact Ron Switzer or Dave Szen if 

you’re interested so we have an idea who’s bringing what.  

Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate party is a possibility! 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/503100837251569/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/videos/503100837251569/
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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“G rant that your people, illumined by your Word and 
Sacraments, may shine ... that he may be known, 

worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth...”  Quite a 
tall order!  But even if we just start where we are, and share 
with those around us the wondrous blessings and gifts we 
have been given, the intentions of this prayer will be fulfilled. 

 

†  Pray It Up 
 

N otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the 
pew?  Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in 

the red bowl on the table on the way to communion.  Then 
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.  
Pray for that request for one week.  How comforting to 
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are 
praying for someone else’s!  You might just be praying for 
the person sitting next to you!  Or, if you’d prefer - please 
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!   

 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

†  St. Paul’s Playgroup!  You Are Invited! 

Every Wednesday at 9:00 am 

A 
ll are welcome to join St. Paul's Playgroup on 
Wednesday mornings from 9-10 am.  As you 
know, the Playgroup was taking a break for 

Christmas, and we started up again on Wed, Jan 8th.  
Friends are always welcome, and we are currently 
meeting in the cozy confines of the nursery at 
church.  Please join the Facebook group: St Paul's 
Brookfield Church Playgroup, which is a great way to 
let us know you are coming, ask questions, or suggest 
additional times to get together. 
 Come, make new friends.  A free ministry of St. 
Paul’s Church Brookfield.  Follow the group on our 
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Brookfield Church 
Playgroup. 

mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/301527664071604/
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give 

Now” button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” button to create 

your unique on line profile.  After you have created your profile, follow the on line 

instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9  our John 21-12 group 
meets at Theo’s Downtown 
Diner in New Milford.  Join 
friends and lively 
theological discussion.  All 
are welcome. 

 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

†  Annual Meeting Brunch 

Saint Paul's Annual Meeting will be 

held in Crocker Hall between the 

services on Sunday, January 26, 

2020.  A sign up sheet is in the 

back of the church asking for 

donated food items for an 

EXTENDED COFFEE HOUR 

prior to the meeting.  Some 

suggestions would be a hot egg or 

breakfast dish, bagels with cream 

cheese, muffins, donuts, coffee 

cake, sliced fruit or any brunch item 

of your choice.  Please sign up to 

ensure that this year's meeting will be a 

huge success.  Thanks all.  Mary Allen 

203-775-6633.  

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Here Is the Lamb of God! 
 

 Isaiah 49:1-7 

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the servant of the Lord reflects movingly on 
his mission - its sorrows and frustrations - and God’s high calling and 

promise to be with him.  The servant is sometimes thought to be an historical 
individual, or is understood as an idealization of Israel.  This song was probably 
composed as the exiles from Jerusalem were preparing to return to their 
devastated city.  Despite appearances, the Lord will make this servant a light 
to the nations. 

 Psalm 40:1-12  
A prayer for deliverance and a song of thanksgiving to God who has saved 

the Lord’s servant from great troubles and made it possible to sing God’s 
praise. 

 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
In this lesson Paul greets the members of the new Christian community 

in Corinth and offers thanksgiving for their growth in Christ.  He is writing 
from Ephesus some months after his first stay with the Corinthians, and he 
will shortly be concerned with many of their troubles and questions.  Now he 
reminds these disciples of their high calling and expresses his gratitude for 
their spiritual enrichment. 

 John 1:29-42 
In our gospel passage John the Baptist declares who Jesus is.  The next day two 

of John’s followers become disciples of Jesus.  One of these disciples is Andrew, 
who then brings his 
brother Simon Peter.  John 
has led them to understand 
that Jesus is God’s chosen 
one., the servant on whom 
God’s Spirit rests.  He is 
the Lamb of God who will 
be a sacrifice for the sins of 
the world. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

S napshots of Ministry.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

 

John 1:29-42 
This text has two 

questions and an 

invitation that are at 

the heart of the 

Gospel of John: 

What are you looking 

for?  Where are you 

staying?  Come and 

see.  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Epiphany/AEpi2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Brenda Darling and Joe Hock and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Saint Luke’s, Darien; St. Paul’s, Darien; 
Immanuel St. James, Derby. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Ministries to, with, and for the deaf. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter 
Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, 
Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, 
Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, James, 
and Ray continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Niger; the people of Uganda; the Diocese of Lichfield 
(England) The Right Revd Michael Ipgrave; and our sister and brother members of the 
Evangelical Community Church-Lutheran. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for 
the month of January.  
.....Lighthouse Ministries International, Danbury, a partner congregation of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....For those to be ordained. 
.....that we may faithfully live as God’s stewards, fulfilling the plan he had for each of us as 
he formed us in the womb. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it fuses by 
itself (with God's help). 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You 
Think 

 

Back Issues of Sword 
Points 

 

Behold the Lamb of 

God 

 

 Behold, the Lamb of God 
"Agnus Dei" video 

 

 

 

https://www.saintlukesdarien.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsDarien/
https://www.immstjames.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niger
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Community_Church-Lutheran
http://www.newtownfoodpantry.org/
http://lighthouseministriesintl.org/
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/prayers_and_thanksgivings.php#15a
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRL447oDId4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRL447oDId4
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Mary Beth 

Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill 
Loring, Beth Miller, Steven Nagy, Nicole 

O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Duke

