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† “Be Not Afraid”

(203) 775-9587

Mark 5:36

Dear Friends,

T

he conquest of fear is the call of faith.
Together, we worship the Lord and proclaim
the promises of God without fear. This time is no
different from any other, as God is forever faithful.
As we continue to respond to the viral outbreak
with caution and care, we carry on in our mission as
the church, preaching the Gospel, administering the
Sacraments and caring for one another as Christ's
flock.
As conditions around us continue to develop, we
will be in communication with you. Even now,
many are making use of our Livestream ministry,
and we encourage you to share this resource with
others. We will weather this storm with faith and
courage, seeing God's faithfulness revealed through
our shared faith, hope and love.
Faithfully,

† Call Him Friend!

by John Tuthill

“...and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

I

- John 4:42 (NRSV)

t's been said that a true friend says good things about you behind your back. Not
only that, but a true friend directly levels with you about not-such-great baggage
that you either carry around or may even hope to hide. A friend does all of that and
does it all for your own good, because he loves you. That's what friends do! Likewise, the
fact is that Jesus still lives today as the "friend of sinners." This shows that the love of God
still reaches to "seek and to save the lost." As the Bible says, all of God's kindness has a
purpose, and that is for directing the steps of we-sinners toward the two very best things
there can ever be for us: Repentance
(see Romans 2:4) and fully paid
forgiveness of "all our sins" (says
Colossians 2:13). Christ's heart is
more full of compassion than can be
imagined and the gift of coming to
Jesus as a personal friend means
asking His grace to undo the entire
burden of all anxiety, all fear, all
doubt, and, most importantly, of all
SIN. Our "Friend of Sinners" will
respond by saying, "Unbind him and
let him go!" (see John 11:44). Our
Friend rebukes the Adversary for us
and Jesus will listen as we tell Him
and admit EVERYTHING - and He
already knows it all anyway! "Go in
peace" is the "Amazing Grace" to hear
and to trust in His answer. His call to us day and night is just simply this: "Come to ME..!"
This Sunday we will hear the famed narrative of the "Woman at the Well" which is told
from the Gospel of John (4:5-42). Interesting thing to notice as compared to the text from
last Sunday are the contrasts John gives between Nicodemus (a leader of the Jews who came
to Jesus in darkness and for all of that he did not seem to quite grasp what he was being
told), and, a parallel character (an unnamed woman of Samaria, a woman who has had five
husbands and currently with one that is not her husband). Jesus encounters her at the well
by Himself and while it is still day. The two encounters of Nicodemus and the Woman at
the well are quite a contrast because the one who ought to understand Jesus certainly does
not appear to quite yet, while the Woman which seemingly would not be in any position to
understand does go into immediate action as if to show that she darn-well does "get it" - she
and her entire village too! Looking forward to the preaching and the teaching of the Word
at church this Sunday for more of the rich and deeply dug details about Jesus and the
"Woman," it does seem to be a striking point to consider in the meantime that Jesus
willingly asks to share a cup with this unnamed Sister. Later on,
of course, Jesus shares a cup at supper with His "friends" the
Disciples there in the Upper Room on the night that He was
betrayed. That was done to mediate for them a new and an even
"better covenant” (Hebrews 8:6) which is for all eternity Rocksolidly guaranteed. Likewise, our "Friend of Sinners," Jesus,
shares directly even with us as we will once again gather in His
name this Sunday, God willing. It was actually Jesus' enemies
that first called Him that, a "Friend of Sinners." Intended as an
insult, but it has been turned to His glory (and for our forever
benefit). Jesus bore such slights and worse, the price to pay for
our own sin on the cross! Jesus has become for us, "...a friend
that sticks closer than a brother" (Proverbs 18:24).
Thanks be to God!
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“G

od is not tied to place, and
those who truly worship
God must worship him as he truly is,
without regard to place.” How many of
us feel that we can only truly worship
God in that space we call “our Church”?
We know this to be questionable and yet
it seems so difficult for many to actually
put this into practice. A faithful
Christian is one who realizes that God is
not tied to a single building on Sunday
morning, no matter how beautiful or
nostalgic it may be.
When his disciples urged Jesus to eat something he said he
had food they did not know of. What did he say his "food"
was?
John 4:34 NIV

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Thu, Mar 12 - 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Fri, Mar 13 - 3:30 pm
6:00 pm
Sat, Mar 14 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
Sun, Mar 15
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am
12:15 am
Mon, Mar 16 - 7:00 pm
Tues, Mar 17 - 9:15 am
5:45 pm
7:15 pm
Wed, Mar 18 - 9:00 am
10:00 am
6:30 pm
Thu, Mar 19 - 5:45 pm
7:30 pm
Fri, Mar 20 - 6:00 pm
Sat, Mar 21 - 7:30 am
7:30 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
Sun, Mar 22
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:30 am

-

PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
PraiseWalks, Greenway
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Healing Team Meeting, Guild Room
Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall (YouTube Live)
Ladies Bible Study, Guild Room
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Boy Scouts Troop #5, Crocker Hall
Playgroup, Nursery
Holy Communion & Healing (Facebook Live)
Alpha, Crocker Hall
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Music Night, Sanctuary
Lenten Series, Crocker Hall
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseKicks, Crocker Hall
Praise Moves, Crocker Hall

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Rector’s Forum, Guild Room
Sunday School
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)

Third Sunday in Lent

Fourth Sunday in Lent
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† Thirst and Satifaction

F

Exodus 17:1-7 • Psalm 95 • Romans 5:1-11 • John 4:5-42

reedom is always mixed with a measure of anguish, for freedom looks to a future
that is open and unknown, holding both promise and portent. In the freedom
given the children of Israel after their exodus from Egypt, there is the guiding
presence of God in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Their future is
directed, their path illumined. Their present state and immediate future are, nonetheless,
touched by the austerities of the landscape they inhabit and the wrenching need it will not
satisfy short of miraculous intervention. In a word, they are dying of thirst.
They complain against Moses in an act called by the psalmist, “hardening your hearts,”
and thus, we are called, by the psalmist again, not “to harden your hearts, as your forebears
did in the wilderness” (Ps. 95). We are
called, indeed, to an utter and total trust in
God. Reciting the Venite before dawn in the
comfort of a chapel or prayer cell or easychair may, by grace and good work, excite
just such trust. The pain of dehydration and
impending death is another matter
altogether.
In the end, of course, God intercedes,
telling Moses to stand in front of the Rock
of Horeb. The Lord says, “Strike the rock,
and the water will come out of it, so that the
people may drink” (Ex. 17:6). This Old
Testament story is, we must remember, also
a story about Jesus. Having nothing else to
call sacred Scripture, the earliest Christians
used what providence placed in their hands.
Thus, from the mind of St. Paul we have this
interpretation: “I do not want you to be
unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual
rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ” (1 Cor. 10:1-4). Their passage through
the sea was a baptism; their food and drink a spiritual gift. The rock is said, rather strangely,
to have followed them, but with the clarifying interpretation, “the rock was Christ.”
In a sense, the whole story is suffused with Christ. Christ liberates and guides, gives
food and drink, moves with and among his people. Meeting a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s
well, Jesus said to her, “Those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be
thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to
eternal life” (John 4:14). Is this a final and happy ending?
Again and again, Israel is tested. Again and again, Christians bear the wounds of Christ.
Hunger and thirst become signs of one’s deepest need, the need for God from moment to
moment. “As the deer longs for the water-brooks, so longs my soul for you, O God” (Ps.
42:1). This is not merely a longing for refreshment; it is an anguished cry for life. When
Jesus says, “I thirst,” he speaks, no doubt of longing-love for the Father, but he feels as well
his body gasping for breath and water. In extremis, he cries; and, in some sense, this cry,
this longing, this thirsting, is a permanent part of Christian existence. Jesus is to us the
satisfaction of this thirst and the cause of it. Receiving him who is the fullness of deity, we
will never thirst again; receiving him who transcends all that we may feel and know, we
desire yet more. We know Christ my seeking, desiring, and loving. We thirst.
Look It Up
Read: Romans 5:5.
Think About It
The love of God poured into your heart is the water you need.
- from The Living Church, 2020
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† Transforming Saints of God
Tuesday, March 17th

Patrick

Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461

P

atrick was born into a Christian family somewhere on the northwest coast of Britain
in about 390. His grandfather had been a Christian priest and his father, Calpornius,
a deacon. Calpornius was an important official in the late Roman imperial government of
Britain.
It was not unusual in this post-Constantinian period
for such state officials to be in holy orders. When
Patrick was about sixteen, he was captured by a band of
Irish slave-raiders. He was carried off to Ireland and
forced to serve as a shepherd. When he was about
twenty-one, he escaped and returned to Britain, where
he was educated as a Christian. He tells us that he took
holy orders as both presbyter and bishop, although no
particular see is known as his at this time. A vision
then called him to return to Ireland. This he did about
the year 431.
Tradition holds that
Patrick landed not far from
the place of his earlier
captivity, near what is now
known as Downpatrick (a
“down” or “dun” is a fortified
hill, the stronghold of a local Irish king). He then began a
remarkable process of missionary conversion throughout the
country that continued until his death, probably in 461. He
made his appeal to the local kings and through them to
their tribes. Christianizing the old pagan religion as he
went, Patrick erected Christian churches over sites already
regarded as sacred, had crosses carved on old druidic pillars,
and put sacred wells and springs under the protection of
Christian saints.
Many legends of Patrick’s Irish missionary travels possess substrata of truth, especially
those telling of his conversion of the three major Irish High Kings. At Armagh, he is said to
have established his principal church. To this day, Armagh is regarded as the primatial see
of all Ireland.
Two works are attributed to Patrick: an autobiographical Confession, in which he tells
us, among other things, that he was criticized by his contemporaries for lack of learning, and
a Letter to Coroticus, a British chieftain. The Lorica or St. Patrick’s Breastplate (“I bind
unto myself today”) is probably not his, but it expresses his faith and zeal.

† Transforming Stewardship
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.”
John 14:3

J

esus reminds us that material things, even something as
basic as water, can never satisfy us
for long. When we build our lives
around material possessions we always
want more. True Joy and Peace only
comes when we follow Jesus; when we
become more “God-centered” and less
“self-centered.”
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† Remain in His Light

by Steve Hemming

“Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world.
He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 8:12
ecently, I spent some time away with the Lord at the coast of Maine. I was weary
and needed direction. As I gazed out upon the Atlantic Ocean from the Marginal
Way in Ogunquit, God spoke these words to my heart; “My son, when you look towards Me,
you will see the Light of the world. When you look away, all you will see is darkness.”
Are you abiding steadfastly in His light? Or, wandering aimlessly in the dark? As long
as we walk in darkness, we’ll never know where we’re going.1 Jesus came as a light into
this world, that if we believe in Him, we will not remain in darkness. 2
Look Towards the Light - Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith.3 For He is the fountain of life; in His light, we see light.4 In Jesus is life, and His life
is the light of men. And the light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness will not comprehend it.5
Reflect the Light - When we look towards the
Light, we will reflect His glory just like Moses did, as
his face shone whenever he stood in the presence of
God.6 When we look to Him we will be radiant, and
our faces will not be ashamed.7 As we commit our
ways to the Lord, and place our trust in Him, He will
act on our behalf, and will bring forth our righteousness
as the light, and our justice as the noonday. 8
Walk in the Light - We were once darkness, but
now we are light in the Lord. Let us walk as children
of light.9 If we walk in the light as He is in the light,
we will have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse us from all sin.10 For
the path of the just is like the shining sun, that shines ever brighter unto the perfect day. 11
Shine the Light - We are the light of the world.12 May we do everything without
complaining or arguing, so that we will be blameless and pure, children of God without
fault in this crooked and perverse generation, and shine as His lights in the world. 13 Let
your light so shine before men, that others may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.14
We cannot create the light ourselves, for it all comes from God. For it is He who will
light our lamp; He
will enlighten our
darkness.15 The
Word, our Lord Jesus
Christ,16 will always
be a lamp to our feet
and a light to our
path.17 Amen.

R

1
2
3
4
5

John 12:35
John 12:46
Hebrews 12:2
Psalm 36:9
John 1:4-5

6

11

16

7

12

17

Exodus 34:29
Psalm 34:5
8
Psalm 37:5-6
9
Ephesians 5:8
10
1 John 1:7

Proverbs 4:18
Matthew 5:14
13
Philippians 2:14-15
14
Matthew 5:16
15
Psalm 18:28

Sunrise at the Marginal Way in
Ogunquit, ME – 2/23/20

“Arise, shine;
For your light has
come! And the
glory of the Lord is
risen upon you.”
Isaiah 60:1
John 1:1
Psalm 119:105
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† Art in the Christian Tradition

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman at the Well, c.1420
Gold leaf, paint, and etching on glass
The Metropolitan Museum of Art

T

his early example of
reverse glass painting
may have been one of a series
with scenes from the life of
Jesus. The subject is a rarely
depicted episode from the Gospel
of John in which Jesus converses
with a woman from Samaria.
Their encounter was unexpected
since, as Saint John said, “Jews
do not associate with
Samaritans.” As a result of their
conversation, the woman became
convinced that Jesus was the
Messiah. The glass panel,
originally from an altar or pulpit,
of possible Southwest German
origin, was part of a series
depicting the life of Christ.

† John

O

ur Gospel reading this week is from John, the fourth gospel.
Its author makes no attempt to give a chronological account
of the life of Jesus (which the other gospels do, to a degree), but
rather "...these things are written so that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name." John includes what he
calls signs, stories of miracles, to help in this process.

W

hich of the following Hebrew words means "testing?"
a) Massah b) Meribah c) Manna
Exodus 17:7 NIV

W

ater is essential for
human physical survival,
but Jesus says the water He gives
provides an even longer-lasting
gift … eternal life. This promise
gives new meaning to the water of
baptism and the phrase “marked as
Christ’s own forever.” How does
our “mark” influence the way we
live from day to day? Do our
habits strengthen our life in
Christ?
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† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, March 12th

Gregory the Great
Bishop of Rome, 604

O

nly two popes, Leo I and Gregory I, have been given the popular title of "the
Great." Both served during difficult times of barbarian invasions in Italy; and
during Gregory's term of office, Rome was also faced with famine and epidemics.
Gregory was born around 540, of a politically influential family, and in 573 he became
Prefect of Rome; but shortly afterwards he resigned his office and began to live as a monk.
In 579 he was made apocrisiarius (representative of the Pope to the
Patriarch of Constantinople). Shortly after his return home, the
Pope died of the plague, and in 590 Gregory was elected Pope.
Like Leo before him, he became practical governor of central Italy,
because the job needed to be done and there was no one else to do
it. When the Lombards invaded, he organized the defense of Rome
against them, and the eventual signing of a treaty with them. When
there was a shortage of food, he organized the importation and
distribution of grain from Sicily.
His influence on the forms of public worship throughout Western
Europe was enormous. He founded a school for the training of
church musicians, and Gregorian chant (plainchant) is named for him. The schedule of
Scripture readings for the various Sundays of the year, and the accompanying prayers (many
of them written by him), in use throughout most of Western Christendom for the next
thirteen centuries, is largely due to his passion for organization. His treatise, On Pastoral
Care, while not a work of creative imagination, shows a dedication to duty, and an
understanding of what is required of a minister in charge of a Christian congregation. His
sermons are still readable today, and it is not without reason that he is accounted (along with
Ambrose, Jerome, and Augustine of Hippo) as one of the Four Latin Doctors (=Teachers) of
the ancient Church. (Athanasius, Gregory of Nazianzen, Basil the Great, and John
Chrysostom are the Four Greek Doctors.)
English-speaking Christians will remember Gregory for sending a party of missionaries
headed by Augustine of Canterbury (not to be confused with the more famous Augustine of
Hippo) to preach the Gospel to the pagan Anglo-Saxon tribes that had invaded England and
largely conquered or displaced the Celtic Christians previously living there. Gregory had
originally hoped to go to England as a missionary himself, but was pressed into service
elsewhere, first as apocrisiarius and then as bishop of Rome. He accordingly sent others,
but took an active interest in their work, writing numerous letters both to Augustine and his
monks and to their English converts.
Gregory died on March 12, 604, and was buried in St. Peter’s basilica. His life was a
true witness to the title he assumed for his office: “Servant of the servants of God.”

W

e are pleased to announce our upcoming Associate Chaplain Training Course.
This training will occur on four consecutive Saturday mornings (May 1, 8, 15
and 22). We will meet at 2 Stony Hill in Bethel, CT from 8:30 am - noon.
The training is intended to assist local churches in the training of “PastorRecommended” church members for ministry to the elderly that are homebound,
residents of assisted living facilities, and patients in hospitals.
The training will emphasize 4 areas: Finding Your Place in Chaplain Ministry;
Pastoral Care; Theological Reflection; and Worship Service Development.
Those interested in this training can apply by contacting George Ryder, Executive
Director, Chaplain Service of Connecticut at (203) 957-1275 or
george_ryder@chaplainservicect.org. The finished application needs to be returned with a
pastoral recommendation and a check for $50 to cover our expenses for the training sessions
(food, materials and chaplain identification badges).
We hope that you will pass this information on to those that you feel would be able and
willing to become “Ambassadors of God’s Loving Kindness to the Elderly.”
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† I Don’t Understand

H

ere’s something that was not Gregory the Great's doing, but is an important part of
Church history. It was in Gregory's lifetime that Rome, and with it the Western
Empire, with astonishing suddenness went monolingual. For more than six centuries
previously, Greek had been spoken at Rome along with Latin. Every Roman with
pretensions to being educated could speak it. Everyone involved in shipping and commerce,
from banker to stevedore, could speak it. The list of the early Bishops of Rome has a fair
proportion of Greek names. When Paul wrote an epistle to the
Romans, he wrote in Greek as a
matter of course. But in Gregory's
lifetime this changed. Gregory was
ambassador to the Eastern Patriarch at
Constantinople for six years, but he
never bothered to learn Greek. And
in his day most other Latin-speakers
did not trouble to learn Greek
either. The already existing
difficulties of communication
between Latin and Greek
theologians were greatly
exacerbated by this development.
Increasingly, Latins did not read
the commentaries and other writings
of Greek Christians, and vice
versa. Thus differences between
the two that dialogue might have
resolved were left to
accumulate, culminating in the
formal split between Latin and
Greek Christendom in 1054.
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"N

ot only so,
but we also
rejoice in our
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character;
and character, _____."
Romans 5:3-4 NIV
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The Water Rock

I

t is possible to find water in the driest
desert. There are limestone springs in
the Sinai. Eventually a crust forms over
them, blocking the flow. Anyone who had
lived in the area for several years would be
likely to recognize the signs of such springs.
Moses only had to break through the crust
to release the water. He becomes frustrated
at the slow response and shows a lack of
trust in God.

13

What was the name of
the town where Jesus
met a Samaritan
woman and
asked her for a
drink of water?
a) Sychar
b) Arimathea
c) Bethel
John 4:3-7 NIV
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 15th 8 am Joyce & John Sarver
Mar 22nd 8 am - Ministry Sunday
Mar 29th 8 am - Polly Sorrentino

10:30 am Connie Williams
10:30 am `Ministry Sunday
10:30 am Laurie DoBosh
Contact Mary Allen at
203-775-6633 or
chamla@charter.net.
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† 2020 Lenten Series:
Jesus: The God Who Knows Your Name
by Max Lucado

Y

ou believe Jesus is God. But do you also think of him as a real person?
For thirty-three years Jesus felt everything that we have ever felt: weakness,
weariness, and rejections. His feelings got hurt. His
feet grew tired. His head ached.
To think of Jesus in such terms almost seems
irreverent. It is much easier to keep the humanity out
of the incarnation. Clean up the manure from around
the manger. Pretend he never snored or hit his
thumb with a hammer. There is something about
keeping Jesus divine that keeps him distant,
packaged, and predictable. But we have to
remember that the people who saw Jesus first . . .
saw him first as a person.
As Max Lucado reveals in this video Bible study,
because Jesus became human, it is now possible for
us to see God and hear his voice. If we want to know
what matters to God, all we need to do is look in the
Bible to see what matters to Jesus. If we want to
know what God is doing in our world, we need only
ponder the words of Jesus. By learning more about
the person Jesus was and is, we come to understand
more clearly the people we were created to be.
Jesus inspires us to spend time at the foot of the cross and search the heart of the one
who would rather die for us than live without us.
Please join us for Soup and Study during Lent. If you
want to come for Soup, please arrive at 6:00 pm. Our
study will begin as close to 6:30 pm as possible.
Session 1: God with Us Friday, March 6
Session 2: Friend of Sinners Friday, March 13
Session 3: Compassionate Physician Friday, March 20
Session 4: Great Teacher Thursday, March 26
Session 5: Miracle Worker Friday April 3
Session 6: Victorious Sacrifice Wednesday, April 8
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Living Water

I

t is often said that Eskimos--Native Americans of Alaska and Canada--have many
different words for snow. These words describe different kinds of snow. A similar
diversity of words for water is true of people of the Middle Eastern desert. Today, Jesus
speaks of "living water." Literally this is "flowing" water as opposed to that which
accumulates in pools or wells. Standing water can become stagnant. It becomes less
desirable in taste than water which has flowed from a spring or river. The Samaritan woman
offers to draw water from the well, but Jesus suggests that he can offer her the living variety.
Apparently he is referring to the water of Baptism which allows each of the baptized to
become sources of life themselves.
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† St. Paul’s Playgroup! You Are Invited!

A

Every Wednesday at 9:00 am

ll are welcome to join St. Paul's Playgroup on
Wednesday mornings from 9-10 am. As you
know, the Playgroup was taking a break for
Christmas, and we started up again on Wed, Jan 8th.
Friends are always welcome, and we are currently
meeting in the cozy confines of the nursery at
church. Please join the Facebook group: St Paul's
Brookfield Church Playgroup, which is a great way to
let us know you are coming, ask questions, or
suggest additional times to get together.
Come, make new friends. A free ministry of St.
Paul’s Church Brookfield. Follow the group on our
Facebook Page: St. Paul’s Brookfield Church
Playgroup.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 our John 21-12 group
meets at Theo’s Downtown
Diner in New Milford. Join
friends and lively
theological discussion. All
are welcome.

† Pray It Up

N

otice the Red and White prayer request cards in the
pew? Each Sunday, fill out your request, put it in
the red bowl on the table on the way to communion. Then
take a card from the bowl either right then or after service.
Pray for that request for one week. How comforting to
know that your request is being prayed for and that you are
praying for someone else’s! You might just be praying for
the person sitting next to you! Or, if you’d prefer - please
send your request to St. Paul’s at prayingnow2@gmail.com!

S

t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out.
Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.
19
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† Happy Birthday to You!

K

athi Brown & Marie Williams celebrate on
Monday! Tuesday is the big day for Laurie
DoBosh & Elaine Skewis. Bake a cake for Kenneth
Brown & Sandy Chaleski on Wednesday. Have a
great day everyone!

21

T

† Follow Us Live

he best way to participate at St. Paul’s is to attend our worship
services and join in our various events. However, there are still times
when you might be unable to partake because of weather or illness. Many of
our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. It has been used by our “Snow Birds,”
students away at college, parishioners on vacation and
former members who have moved away. Why not
introduce it to your friends who may be looking for a
church and don’t know what to expect? The services
can be watched live or later online. Just click on the
YouTube button (right) or
tab on our website for
more info.

† Wednesday Morning Healing
Service

D

o you need a pick me up in the middle of the
week? Or are you looking for some healing
prayer? How about some familiar contemporary
music. Or maybe you’re just interested in a smaller,
quieter, more intimate worship experience than our
Sunday celebrations. Join us each week on
Wednesdays at 10 am for Holy Communion and
healing along with an inspirational homily from Fr.
Joe. Our mid-week service offers all the above.
Following the service, coffee and fellowship is
available as well as a lively Bible Study in the Guild
Room until noon.
The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, THE GOSPEL OF LUKE, weekly on
Tuesdays at 9:15AM in the Guild Room.
In the New Testament's longest book, Luke, the physician friend of the Apostle Paul,
reveals Jesus as the Man who came to save all - including women, the
poor, the outcast, the sick and the ordinary, everyday people of every
nation, Luke's vivid, fast-moving report offers a gospel of reconciliation
and celebration.
This Bible study traces Luke's story from the announcement of Jesus'
birth, through His ministry in Galilee and His training of the disciples on
the way to Jerusalem, to His submission to the crucifixion and His ultimate
triumph in the resurrection.
This will be an 17 week study of amazing discussions and
enlightenment. Please join us!!!
Please join us in study on Tuesday's from 9:15AM-11:00AM. For
study guide info, email Debbi Pomeroy at debbi415@aol.com.
Workbooks are $11
22

P

raiseWalks are back! With the weather warming and the time change working
in our favor, many parishioners have been hitting the Still River Greenway. Get
outside and enjoy the weather. The Still River Greenway in Brookfield is a great way to
start your exercise routine. The basic route is flat, 3.3 miles in length and takes about a
hour to walk leisurely. To join fellow parishioners contact Elsa Cutting at (203) 2403329 for notifications. Our next scheduled walk is this Friday at 3:30 pm. Meet at
Dunkin Donuts by the Four Corners. On Sunday March 29th at 2 pm we are joing other
churches from the North West region of CT on the Greeenway. Great fellowship!
More advanced hikes are being planned for the adventurous. Keep watching Sword
Points for updates and info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Living Water
Exodus 17:1-7
n our Hebrew Bible story the people are at the point of rebellion because they
are without water in the wilderness. Moses decries their readiness to challenge
the Lord through their lack of trust, and he asks God what is to be done. The Lord
instructs Moses to strike a rock with his staff so that it will pour water from it. This
place he names Massah (meaning Challenge) and Meribah (meaning Dispute).
Psalm 95
A call to worship the Lord our God, with a warning not to put God to
John 4:5-42
the test.
A good title for a sermon
Romans 5:1-11
this week would be, "The
In this lection we hear how Paul bids disciples to rejoice in the
reconciliation and hope which are theirs because of the sacrifice of Christ
Other Good Samaritan."
on behalf of sinners. Through faith we have justification; we are given a
The unnamed woman who
right relationship with God. Now even our sufferings can lead to
grows from a shunned
endurance, and this to a perseverance which strengthens our hope. Since
outsider to an evangelist.
God was willing to show such a love while we were still God’s enemies
because of sin, how much more we are assured that we are to be saved.
John 4:5-42
Our gospel tells the story of Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan woman by Jacob’s
well. The narrative is rich with themes. Jesus is willing to break with custom in order
to talk with one who is both a woman and a foreigner. True worship of God is tied
to no particular place. He himself offers living water which wells up to eternal life.
The woman learns that Jesus is the expected Messiah, and later others from the town
come to believe that he is the world’s Savior. During an interval in the story, Jesus
speaks with his
disciples
concerning his
true food and
drink, and tells
them that the
time of harvesting
for eternal life is
at hand

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be
available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

A

Journey of Trust. To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our
Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all
time. Please pray for…
.....Joe Hock, Shirley Jessup and other
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities.
.....Grace & St. Peter’s, Hamden; Christ Church
Cathedral, Hartford; Good Shepherd, Hartford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area.
.....Bishops, ECCT staff, and parish employees, and
their families.
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Alex, Ed Licence, Peter
Sr. & Peter, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise,
Lee Rybos, Pam Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer,
Susan, Cathy Schrull, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen,
Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, Jean, Pam, Joe Sampson, Robert, James, Eve,
Mike, Barbara, and Ray continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Tunisia; the people of Djibouti; the Diocese of Maryland
(The Episcopal Church) The Right Revd Eugene Sutton; and our sister and brother members
of the Revival Centres International.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily
Easter Memorials
Bread Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food
basket collections for the month of March.
There are envelopes on the back table for anyone
.....Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center, a ministry
wishing
to have flowers decorating the church on
partner of the Jericho Partnership.
Easter
Sunday
in memory of loved ones and friends.
.....Schools and Colleges.
.....That we become more “God-centered” and less “selfAll memorials are due by Sunday, April 5. If you
centered” in our daily actions and decisions.
have any questions, please contact Gail Winkley, at
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho
203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma.
.....all whom we avoid, those we consider ungodly, the
outcasts and beggars, the downtrodden, for our enemies, and for an end to our hardness of
heart.
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it fuses by
itself (with God's help).

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points
Jacob’s Well

Johnny cash reading
nt
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In the third week of Lent, the
Gospel takes place in Samaria,
precisely at Jacob's Well, where, as
narrated in the Scriptures, the
meeting of Jesus with the
Samaritan woman took place.

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)
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†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim
Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin,
Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill Loring,
Beth Miller, Steven
Nagy, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
John Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.
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