
   

 

April 2, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

D 
uring our morning prayer 

service yesterday, we shared 

Psalm 136 as a way of 

expressing thanks.  I commend this Psalm to 

you for your personal use, especially in this time 

where giving thanks to God is vital.  Here we can add 

our own thanksgivings, concluding them with, "His love 

endures forever." 

For what are you thankful for right now?  Our health, our families, our 

shared spiritual life together, and so many other blessings need to be 

acknowledged before God.  And as we give thanks in all circumstances, our 

attitude toward a life of gratitude will lift us up and encourage those around us. 

As your Rector, I am thankful for God's faithfulness in continuing to lead us in 

countless blessings during this unique season, including through our amazing 

technical team allowing us to increasingly connect virtually, giving of themselves 

and their gifts daily.  And so we say, "To our God who builds our parish family 

among His servants: His love endures forever!"  Let's keep thanking God, and one 

another, always, for our life together. 

Faithfully, 

 

 www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

Give thanks to the God of heaven: 

His love endures forever.      Psalm 136:26  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Security Is in the Shaking  

by John Tuthill 
 

“At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom.  The earth shook, and the rocks were split.” 

- Matthew 27:51 (NSRV) 
 

T 
his week will be the first of its kind in recent memory: a pandemic Palm Sunday.  
As a result, we may not have crowds waving palm fronds this year, but no matter 
what happens we are promised to always and everywhere have our "Prophet, 

Priest and King," the Lord Jesus Christ.  The incredibly long Gospel reading (91 verses - 
whew!) moves through the "Passion" of Christ.  This describes the earthly side of the 
suffering, sacrifice and the humiliation that Jesus went through on our behalf for our sins.  
From Matthew's Gospel there will be the telling about the "Triumphal Entry" into the City 
of Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11).  Next there will be the telling about several more parts 
which include; (1.) Judas agreeing to betray Jesus for the payment of thirty pieces of silver 
(the price of a slave), (2.) Matthew's description of the Lord's Supper / Passover meal (also 
described in Luke and in Mark as well as by Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:23-25), (3.) Jesus lets 
Peter know that he will deny even knowing Him not once, not twice, but three times that 
very night even before the rooster crows, (4.) Jesus praying "Thy will be done" and 
sweating blood under extreme stress in the Garden of Gethsemane, (5.) Jesus arrested when 
betrayed by Judas (with a kiss!) and then deserted 
by all of the disciples who fled into the night to 
save themselves, (6.) Jesus on trial in a "kangaroo 
court" setting of contradicting false-witnesses 
before the Jewish religious leaders serving as 
judges, (7.) Peter denies knowing Jesus three 
times, (8.) Judas filled with regret for what he has 
done threw the 30 pieces of silver back at the 
religious leaders and then hanged himself, (9.) 
Jesus on trial before the Roman Governor, 
Pontius Pilate, (10.) Jesus mocked and beaten by 
Roman soldiers, (11.) Jesus crucified, (12.) the 
death of Jesus, the earthquake and the veil in the 
Temple ripped in two, (13.) Jesus is buried in a 
borrowed tomb of a rich man, exactly as 
prophesied, and finally, (14.) Roman guards ordered to secure the tomb from anyone trying 
to steal the body to falsely claim Jesus rose from the grave as He said.  Needless to say, this 
is a very weighty and comprehensive load of Scripture, all setting the scene for...Easter 
Sunday! 

Jesus came to perfectly fulfill God's Law in our place because we simply cannot (see 
Matthew 5:17).  Jesus also came to take our place and to be subjected to the judgment and to 

absorb for us the full cup of all of the justified furry of 
God at our sin (see 2 Corinthians 5:21, "God made Him 
who had no sin to BE sin for us so that we might 
become the righteousness of God.").  From the cross, 
"Jesus shouted out again and released His spirit" and 
the earth shook and the rock split as the curtain in the 
Temple sanctuary was torn in two from top-to-bottom.  
Why did the earth shake?  Because the just judgment of 
God fell onto Jesus for our sin.  The force of what we 
deserve shook the earth and split the rock.  Back when 
Moses received the Law from the LORD on Mount 
Sinai, the earth shook then also (Exodus 19:18) "the 
whole mountain shook violently."  In the Letter to the 
Hebrews, it promises that "once again" there will be a 
shaking of the earth (12:26).  That seems to refer to the 
violent shaking also told about in Revelation chapter 6.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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When Jesus returns, everyone who is "hidden in Christ" (Colossians 3:3) will be sheltered 
by Jesus already having taken 
our sin and washed it away at 
the cost of His own life's 
blood on the cross.  You and 
I broke the Law, Jesus paid 
the price.  That's what 
happened on that cross 2,000 
years ago and we are secure 

in the 
shaking he 
bore for us. 
 

Thanks be 
to God! 

(Continued from page 2) 

Psalm 31:16 says “Make your face to shine upon your servant, and in 
your loving kindness save me.”  And our ever-loving God reaches 
out with all his mercy, time after time, to bring help and consolation 
to those who put their whole trust in Him and are faithful stewards 
of his blessings and gifts. Let us pray, then, that as grateful servants, 
we daily “give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,” and truly trust 
“that His mercy endures forever.” 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Apr   2 -12:00 pm - Fr. Joe’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Sat, Apr   4 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Apr   5   
 - 9:30 am - Online Contemporary Holy Communion 

(Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 
Mon, Apr   6 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Apr   7 - 7:30 am - Online Tenebrae Service  (Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
Wed, Apr   8 -10:00 am - Online Morning Prayer Healing Service  (Facebook Live) 

Thu, Apr   9    
 - 12:00 pm - Fr. Joe’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
  7:30 pm - Online Maundy Thursday Liturgy 

  (Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
Fri, Apr 10    
 - 7:30 pm - Online Good Friday Liturgy  (Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 

Sat, Apr 11 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Apr 12    
  9:30 am - Online Contemporary Holy Communion 

(Facebook Live) (YouTube Live) 
 
Many online groups are being added via Zoom, an online meeting platform. 
Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

" I am not going to ask for justice on the last 

day.  I am going to ask for mercy.  I need mercy.  I 

need the grace of God.  I need the forgiveness of 

God. 

And I want to tell you a wonderful thing:  God 

loves you and He offers you 

tonight forgiveness and He offers 

you mercy.  God can forgive every 

sin you have ever committed.  

God can wipe the slate clean 

because of Jesus." 

- Reverend Billy Graham. 

Security Is in the Shaking  

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHPaFDRZMUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHPaFDRZMUo
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†  Among the Dead  

 

Isaiah 50:4-9a  •  Psalm 31:9-16  •  Philippians 2:5-11  •  Matthew 26:14- 27:66 
 

T 
he congregational reading of the Passion makes a deep impression from which 
the sermon should not detract.  Perhaps the most compelling commentary, to 
begin, is the silence observed at the moment when “Jesus cried out with a loud 

voice and breathed his last.”  What are we to say, what are we to add in the face of such 
anguish and such horror?  Silence is the heart’s approach not only to Jesus’ betrayal and 
death, but also to the mysterious good accomplished for us, the self-emptying, the abasement 
on our behalf, accepted in obedience to his Father’s will. 

He was greatly distressed, grieved, and agitated.  He pleaded to avoid this cup of pain, 
but, in the end, he accepted it for us, on our behalf, and for our eternal good.  Becoming 
what we are, he who knew no sin bore the full weight and consequence of sin, its deadly 
cost.  All pain and every anguish would be his. 

There has never been a single dogmatic and binding explanation of the death of Jesus.  
There are images and metaphors, 
complementary and sometimes 
contradictory, but nothing approaching a 
complete and logical explanation.  What use 
would an explanation be in the face of his 
bloody cross? 

One such metaphor comes in the form of 
an ancient Christian hymn from St. Paul’s 
Letter to the Philippians.  Jesus came down, 
all the way down among us. 

“Let this mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but 
emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness, and being found 
in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death 
on the cross” (Phil. 2:5-8). 

Without relinquishing his divine power, he willingly entered into the depths of human 
sorrow and the hour of human death, assuming not merely his own suffering and end on 
Calvary, but, in some sense, all suffering and all death.  Death appeared to swallow him, but, 
in truth, he swallowed death.  In his death, as in his earthly ministry, Jesus was “gathering all 
things [into himself], things in heaven and things on earth” (Eph. 1:10).  Even more, he 
descended to the dead and thus left nothing untouched by his redeeming power. 

Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, is in our midst, among us, one of us.  He has 
become what we are so that every moment of human life and every moment of human 
history and every particle of the cosmos itself may be caught up in him.  He has assumed it 
all: your life, my life, all who have lived, all who will live, the heights of heaven, all earthly 
being, and the depths of hell. He has become what we are on his bloody cross.  Why?  So 
that we might become what he is, so that we might become the sons and daughters of God 
by adoption and grace. 

The hymn continues, “Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord” (Phil. 2:9-11). 

He is holding your life right now.  Your life is the weight of his body.  Your life is the 
anguish of his pain.  Your death is the death of his last breath.  He is with you, but not 
merely alongside you as a fellow sufferer.  He is transforming everything into the life and 
glory of God, making all things new. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: Matthew 27:29. 
 

Think About It 
Pray privately, on the ground, from the heart.           - from The Living Church, 2020 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#ot2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#nt2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyWk/APalmSun_RCL.html#gsp2
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452668009
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  Mount of Olives   
 

D uring biblical times, the Mount of Olives was covered with ancient 
olive trees, and is one mountain north of Mt. Zion with breathtaking 

views of the Old City, the City of David, and the Kidron Valley. 
It was there that Jesus encouraged His disciples and gave them their 

instructions after He would be crucified (Matthew 24). 
Jesus spent the night there before His arrest, in the gardens at Gethsemane.  

It was on this mount where He wept over Jerusalem.  “When He approached Jerusalem, He 
saw the city and wept over it.” (Luke 19:41) 

Just below the Mount of Olives, close to the Church of all Nations, there is the place 
where Christian tradition says that Mary, the mother or Jesus was buried.  The Church of 

All Nations is a Roman Catholic Church where it is 
believed that Jesus prayed before His arrest. 
 At the bottom of the Mount of Olives is an ancient 
olive garden.  Olive trees do not have rings and so their 
age cannot be precisely determined, but scholars 
estimate their age to be anywhere between one and two 
thousand years old. 
 During the time of the First and Second Temples, 
the Mount of Olives was the place where the high 
priest used to slaughter and burn the 'Red Cow', whose 
ashes purify those who are impure at the Temple.  The 
Mount of Olives Jewish Cemetery began during the 
period of the First Temple, however the tombs that are 
there today are from the 16th century and on. It’s 

worthwhile considering that this mount is not only a 
geographical link between the desert and the fertile hills of 
Jerusalem - it is also the spiritual link between heaven and 
earth or life and death.  Many people desire to be buried on 
the Mount of Olives where the Messiah is expected to arrive. 

From the Scriptures 
Zechariah chapter 14: "4 In that day His feet will stand on 

the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the 
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from 
east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain 
will move toward the north and the other half toward the 
south." 

 Matthew 24: "3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to him privately, saying, 'Tell us, when will 
this be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the 
close of the age?' 4 And Jesus answered them, 'Take heed that 
no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, 
saying, 'I am the Christ', and they will lead many astray. 6 
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you 
are not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 
places: 8 all this is but the 
beginning of the birth-pangs.'" 

On our Holy Land trips we have had a chance to pray in Geth-

semane, see ancient olive trees and walk the Palm Sunday route. 
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Zoom Groups Schedule: 
 

Fr. Joe’s Bible Study 
Topic: Fr. Joe's 1st Peter Bible Study 
Time: Apr 2nd Noon 
Meets every Thursday at noon. 
Join Zoom Meeting (click here): 
https://zoom.us/j/358925971 
Meeting ID: 358 925 971 
Want to call in 
+1646-876-9923,,358925971#US 
 

What’s Cooking St. Paul’s! 
Topic:  Inside the Italian Sunday Kitchen.  
Join Pam Szen and special Zoom guests 
as they share what’s cooking in her 
kitchen every Sunday. 
Meets Every Sunday at Noon  
Topic: Cooking with Pam 
Time: Apr 5th, 2020 Noon 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/148360074 

 
PraiseKicks 
Topic: PraiseKicks - “kickboxing” Cardio and light 
weights led by Mary Perry, CPI/CMI.  “Push it all to the 
cross!” 
Time: Apr 7th 8:00 am 
Meets every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m.  
Join Zoom Meeting (click here)  
https://zoom.us/j/917116165 
 

PraiseMovesLive! 
Topic: PraiseMoves Live! - Christian Alternative to Yoga.  Led by Mary Perry, CPI, 

CMI.   
Time: March 4th 10:00 am 
Meeting every Saturday at 10:00 a.m.  
Join Zoom Meeting (click here)  
https://zoom.us/j/234461676 
 

We are looking for topics for Zoom Groups!  
Have an idea for something or someone that 
has something to share with us all?  Don’t let 
the technology stand in the way – we will do 
it for you!  Contact Mary Perry or David Szen 
with all ideas! 

with St. Paul’s 

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/917116165
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
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Monday Night Men’s Bible Study 
The Men’s Monday Night Bible Study returns to its study of the Gospel of John. 
Led by Fr. Joe.  
Topic: Monday Night Men's Bible Study 
Time: April 6, 2020 07:00 pm 
https://zoom.us/j/709593513  
 

Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
Questions about the study?  Please contact Carol Wheeler, (203) 525-0011 or 
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 
Topic: Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
Time: April 6, 2020 07:00 pm 
https://zoom.us/j/709593513  

with St. Paul’s 

What did the disciples do after the first 

communion, but before they left for the Mount 

of Olives?  Matthew 26:26-30 NIV  

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=5b2ce89c07&e=14cdd37596
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=5b2ce89c07&e=14cdd37596
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Matthew+26:26-30&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Why Did the Crowd Choose Barabbas? 

 

P ontius Pilate tried to avoid trouble at Jesus' trial.  He was not sympathetic, 
but being a politician wanted to offend the fewest number.  He must have 

known Jesus' popularity.  To save face he offered a choice of Jesus or a recently-
arrested brigand.  The name "Barabbas" (bar abba) means "son of the father" and 
was commonly used for illegitimate children.  There is an irony in that Jesus is the 
true Son of the ultimate Father.  Brigands were more than simple thieves.  They 
were often considered folk heroes, sort of like Robin Hood or Bonnie and Clyde.  
Brigands attacked the rich, which made them popular with the poor. 

Pilate's ploy to free Jesus failed because of Barabbas' popularity and the 
pressure of the religious and political leaders.  Jesus' arrest had been done secretly, 
before many of his followers had time to gather.  Barabbas apparently did have 
time to marshal his friends and won the day. 

Holy Week 
 

H ow could it be?  We again bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude.  For our sake 

God’s chosen and beloved Son was tortured and put to death.  “God proves his 

love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). 
 

I n thy most bitter passion my heart to share doth cry, 

with thee for my salvation upon the cross to die. 

Ah, keep my heart thus moved to stand thy cross beneath, 

to mourn thee, well-beloved, yet thank thee for thy death. 

   (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 169) 
 

The scripture readings of Holy Week help us 

to accompany Jesus from his last words with his 

disciples through his death and burial.  We are 

given opportunity to reflect on the meaning of 

his life, death and ministry for us.  The prophet 

tells of the servant who “was despised and 

rejected by others” and “wounded for our 

transgressions, crushed for our iniquities” yet “by 

his bruises we are healed” (Isaiah 53:3,5).  We 

are with Jesus and his disciples as he breaks the 

bread and shares the cup: “This is my body … 

This is my blood of the covenant, which is 

poured out for many” (Mark 14:23-24).  We go 

with him to dark Gethsemane and on to the trial, 

mockery, and beating, the crown of thorns.  We 

walk the way of the cross and come to Calvary. 

How could it be?  “O who am I that for my 

sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die?” 
 

H ere might I stay and sing, no story so divine: 

never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine. 

This is my friend, in whose sweet praise 

I all my days could gladly spend. 

   (The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 458) 
 

We bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude. 
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 Entry of Christ into Jerusalem 

1912 
Wilhelm Morgner, 1891-1917 

Museum am Ostwall (Dortmund, Germany) 

W ilhelm Morgner, a German Expressionist painter, trained for the clergy, although 
he quickly turned to painting as his calling.  His close identification with Jesus 

Christ manifested 
itself in works that 
expressed his 
powerful 
understanding of the 
Passion, exemplified 
here by his color-
saturated vision of the 
Entry into Jerusalem.  
Sadly, he died a 
young man, one of 
millions, on the fields 
of Flanders during 
World War I.  Still, 
his discipline to his 
work left enough 
paintings to allow 
reflection upon the 
creative response to a 
deep faith and love of 
Jesus Christ.  
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W e are pleased to announce our upcoming Associate Chaplain Training Course.  
This training will occur on four consecutive Saturday mornings (May 1, 8, 15 and 

22).  We will meet at 2 Stony Hill in Bethel, CT from 8:30 am - noon. 
 The training is intended to assist local churches in the training of 
“Pastor-Recommended” church members for ministry to the elderly that 
are homebound, residents of assisted living facilities, and patients in 
hospitals. 
 The training will emphasize 4 areas: Finding Your Place in Chaplain 
Ministry; Pastoral Care; Theological Reflection; and Worship Service 
Development. 

Those interested in this training can apply by contacting George Ryder, Executive 
Director, Chaplain Service of Connecticut at (203) 957-1275 or 
george_ryder@chaplainservicect.org.  The finished application needs to be returned with a 
pastoral recommendation and a check for $50 to cover our expenses for the training sessions 
(food, materials and chaplain identification badges). 

We hope that you will pass this information on to those that you feel would be able and 
willing to become “Ambassadors of God’s Loving Kindness to the Elderly.” 

 

†  Follow Us Live 
Streaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new 

for St. Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  
Now during the current pandemic it is being discovered by many 

for the first time.   One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful 
to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from 
home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had 

no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even though we 
are all separated.  It's an understatement to say it was 
very comforting to come together during this anxious 
time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to 
your friends who may be looking for a church and don’t 
know what to expect?  The services can be watched live or 
later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (right) or tab 
on our website for more info.   

The Jericho Partnership has launched a diaper drive 

to make sure the families they serve have one less 

essential need to worry about.  Compassionate 

supporters can drop diapers to 22 Maple Ave., Danbury 

(weekdays through 6:00 pm) or 13 Rose St., (weekday 

mornings are best). 

Ordering online and delivering to Jericho is also a 

much appreciated method!  Please use Jericho 

Partnership, 22 Maple Ave., Danbury, CT 06810, as the 

shipping address. 

They’ll be distributing diapers through their food pantry, in concert with other agencies 

in our city, and to those in need who contact us.  Thanks for helping us serve those most in 

need in Danbury. 

mailto:george_ryder@chaplainservicect.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, April 2nd 
 

James Lloyd Breck 
Priest, Educator, Missionary, 1876 

 

J 
ames Lloyd Breck was one of the most important missionaries of the Episcopal 
Church in the nineteenth century.  He was called “The Apostle of the 
Wilderness.” 

Breck was born in Philadelphia in 1818, and like many important Churchmen of his 
time, was greatly influenced by the pastoral devotion, liturgical 
concern, and sacramental emphasis of William Augustus 
Muhlenberg.  Breck attended Muhlenberg’s school in Flushing, 
New York, before entering the University of Pennsylvania.  
Muhlenberg inspired him, when he was sixteen years old, to 
dedicate himself to a missionary life.  The dedication was 
crystallized when Breck, in 1844, by then a priest, he went to 
Wisconsin (then on the frontier) with two classmates, under the 
direction of Bishop Kemper, to found Nashotah House, intended as 
a monastic community, a seminary, and a center for theological 
work.  It continues today as a seminary and representative of one 

traditional aspect of Anglican thought and practice. 
In a letter to a friend, Breck described the seminary in his day as follows:  

The students boarding with us are all theological.  They are chiefly young men, 
sons of the farmers, and all communicants of the Church.  Our students, like 
ourselves, are poor, but not the less worthy for all that.  They seek the Ministry, but are 
unable to attain it without aid.  We have a house; for this we pay no rent; it belongs to 
the Church, and so do we.  We have land.  They work four hours a day for their board 
and washing, and we give them their education without cost.  Thus their clothing is 
their only expense, and to enable them to purchase this, we give them six weeks 
vacation during the harvest, when they can earn the highest wages.  Brother Adams 
and myself work four hours, except when we are teaching or doing Missionary labor.  
We must all work for our board.  That is the only way in which they will feel it their 
duty to labor and to study, and the only way in which our people will feel their duty to 
the Church, and to ourselves as clergy of the same.  We rise at 5 am, Matins at 6.  The 
Morning Service of the Church at 9.  On Wednesdays and Fridays, the Litany at 12.  
On Thursdays, the Holy Eucharist at the same hour of 12.  The Evening service of the 
Church at 3, and Family Prayer or Vespers at 6:30 or 7pm.  Our students labor 
between 7 and 9 in the morning, and 1 and 3 in the afternoon.  

Nashotah became a center of liturgical observance, of pastoral care, and of education.  
Isolated families were visited, mission stations established, and, probably for the first time 
since the Revolution, Episcopal missionaries were the first to reach the settlers. 

Though Nashotah House flourished, and became one of the seminaries of 
the Episcopal Church, the “religious house” ideal did not.  Breck moved on to 
St. Paul, Minnesota, where he began the work of the Episcopal Church.  At 
Gull Lake, he organized St. Columba’s Mission for the Chippewa.  It laid the 
foundation for work among the Indians by their own native priests, although 
the mission itself did not survive. 

In 1855, Breck married, and in 1858 settled in Faribault, Minnesota, where 
his mission was associated with one of the first cathedrals established in the 
Episcopal Church in the United States.  He also founded Seabury Divinity 
School, which later merged with Western Theological Seminary, to become Seabury-
Western.  In 1867, Breck went on to California, inspired principally by the opportunity of 
founding a new, theological school.  His schools at Benicia, California, did not survive, but 
the five parishes which he founded did, and the Church in California was strengthened 
immensely through his work.  He died prematurely, at the age of 55, in 1876. 
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†  Did Jesus Ride Two Animals? 

J 
esus wanted to make a public statement of his role as Messiah.  He knew that 

this would provoke the Jerusalem leaders and force a response.  He 

accomplished this by a triumphant procession from Bethesda, a small village on 

the east slope of the mount of Olives.  Matthew's gospel interprets this as a fulfillment of the 

prophecy of Zechariah 9:9--"Your king... is coming to you on a 

donkey; he comes on the colt of a donkey."  The prophet was 

using poetry to describe the event.  Hebrew poetry usually 

repeats thoughts using different words.  It rhymes thoughts 

instead of sounds.  Hence, the repetition of "donkey" and "colt" 

are meant only to convey the humility of the king.  An 

ambitious king would ride a horse, not a donkey. 

 The author of Matthew's gospel misinterprets this.  He 

describes a somewhat bizarre scene of Jesus riding on two 

different animals at the same time.  Clearly, this would be 

impossible.  The road is steep, so the crowd provides footing for 

the donkey by throwing branches and cloaks on the dirt path. 

†  New Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study   

W e are looking for new ways for people to stay connected and starting last Tuesday 
night we are offering an evening Women’s Bible Study on Zoom.  Hope you can 

join in! 
 The topic is “Encouragement” and it will include a little journey 
through the Bible with a short selection from different books in the 
Bible each week.  We encourage you to read the passage ahead and 
jot down any questions you have or consider a personal experience 
that relates to that passage.  Then on Tuesday nights we can gather 
online at 7 pm as a community to share our questions and our 
experiences and encourage each other.  Carol Wheeler will be the 
facilitator and Mary Perry can help with questions about joining the 
Zoom group. 
 The reading for  April 7th is from Revelation 1:4-8: 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 

who is to come,  
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 

and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 
and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, 
to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced 

him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God,  
who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Questions about the study?   Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or 
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com 

Questions about Zoom?  Please contact Mary Perry, mobile 203 994 0643 or 
maryperry2@me.com 
Topic: Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
Time: April 7th 7 PM  
To join the Bible Study:  https://zoom.us/j/806652374 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
http://maryperry2@me.com
https://zoom.us/j/806652374
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†  The Strength You Need for a Time Like This 
by Steve Hemming 

 

“If you faint in the day of adversity, your strength is small.” 
  Proverbs 24:10 

 

A s noted in the scripture above, in this season of uncertainty, is your strength puny?  
Or, is it substantial?  Perhaps a more probing question would be, are you relying 

upon the strength of the Lord, or on your own might? 
There’s nothing wrong with being weak in yourself, as long as you understand that your 

real strength comes from God.  The Apostle Paul learned this important precept directly 
from the Lord Himself: 

“And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations, a 
thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above 
measure.  Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart 
from me.  And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is 
made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  Therefore I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, 
for Christ’s sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 1 

So, as you can see, it is the Lord who gives strength to His people. 2  He 
gives power to the weak, and to those who have 
no might He increases strength. 3  At any 
given moment when we are feeling 
cowardly, we can cry out to God, 
and He will make us bold with 
strength. 4 

And before we rush straight 
into the path of adversity, we 
would be wise to first wait 
on the Lord to strengthen 
our heart. 5  For one of the 
Bible’s most beloved 
verses tells us that “those 
who wait on the Lord 
shall renew their strength; 
They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, they 
shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not 
faint.” 6 

Whenever we face 
difficulties, it is imperative that 
we remember God is always with 
us, 7 so we won’t falter, but remain courageous in the midst of any battle.  Here are two 
great scriptures we can memorize in order to stay strong in the Lord and in the power of His 
might. 8 

•  “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor 
be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 

•  “Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen 
you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’”  Isaiah 41:10 

As you place your hope in the Lord, knowing that He is the One who will strengthen 
your heart, you will have the courage to face anything that comes your way.9  Therefore, 
watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.  Let all that you do be done with love. 10 

 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13 

 

1  2 Corinthians 12:7-10  
2  Psalm 29:11  
3  Isaiah 40:29  

4  Psalm 138:3  
5  Psalm 27:14  
6  Isaiah 40:31  

7  Psalm 46:1  
8  Ephesians 6:10  
9  Psalm 31:24  

10 1 Corinthians 16:13-14 
 

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754666
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754705
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754744
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754783
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754819
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754852
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754881
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754911
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754941
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452754974
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“As they were marching out, they came upon a man 
of Cyrene, Simon by name; this man they compelled to 
carry his cross.”        Matthew 27:32  

 

T he Lord calls us to love God and to love our 
neighbor.  Every day we are presented with 

opportunities to love our neighbor and help him “carry his 
cross.”  These opportunities aren’t usually big events, they 
are usually ordinary occurrences like helping someone 
carry their groceries or holding the door open for 
someone.  The key is putting the other person’s needs 
before your own and not expecting anything in return. 

S t. Paul’s has started a new ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

Every Wednesday at 8 pm, until Apr 29, Patrick O’Connors is providing a short time 

of worship and fellowship on his FaceBook page.  

Click on this link for a great article about B.C. creator Johnny Hart and his Christian faith. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.tcj.com/johnny-hart-to-appear-b-c/
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†  Ancient Christian Writers 
 

A reading from a sermon of Andrew of Crete, Bishop and Hymnographer (740) 
 

L et us go together to meet Christ on the Mount of Olives.  Today he returns 
from Bethany and proceeds of his own free will toward his holy and blessed 

passion, to consummate the mystery of our salvation. 
He who came down from heaven to raise us from the depths of sin, to raise us 

with himself, we are told in Scripture, above every sovereignty, authority and power, 
and every other name that can be named, now comes of his 

own free will to make his journey to Jerusalem.  He comes 
without pomp or ostentation.  As the psalmist says: He 

will not dispute or raise his voice to make it heard in 
the streets.  He will be meek and humble, and he will 
make his entry in simplicity. 
Let us run to accompany him as he hastens toward 
his passion, and imitate those who met him then, not 
by covering his path with garments, olive branches or 

palms, but by doing all we can to prostrate ourselves 
before him by being humble and by trying to live as he 

would wish.  Then we shall be able to receive the Word 
at his coming, and God, whom no limits can contain, will 

be within us. 
In his humility Christ entered the dark regions of our fallen world and he is glad 

that he became so humble for our sake, glad that he came and lived among us and 
shared in our nature in order to raise us up again to himself.  And even though we 
are told that he has now ascended above the highest heavens - the proof, surely, of his 

power and godhead - his love for man will never rest until he has raised our 
earthbound nature from glory to glory, and made it one with his own in heaven. 

So let us spread before his feet, not garments or soulless olive branches, which 
delight the eye for a few hours and then wither, but ourselves, clothed in his grace, or 
rather, clothed completely in him. 

We who have been baptized into Christ must ourselves be the garments that we 
spread before him.  Now that the crimson stains of our sins have been washed away 
in the saving waters of baptism and we have become white as pure wool, let us present 
the conqueror of death, not with mere branches of palms but with the real rewards of 
his victory. 

Let our souls take the place of the welcoming branches as we join today in the 
children’s holy song: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the 
king of Israel.” 
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C atherine Kast, Noah DoBosh & 

Rory Palmer celebrate today!  

Saturday is the big day for Helen 

Sheridan & Susan Lally.  Throw a party 

on Sunday for Abigail Keating. Bake a 

cake for Michael Pinhiero on Tuesday.  

John Bilski will be another year older and 

wiser on Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 

button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 

you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 

to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

Palms & the Passion 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 

I n this gospel lesson Jesus comes to the holy city of Jerusalem and is hailed as the 
promised Son of David.  He has a young donkey brought to him, and, as did the kings 

of old in royal celebrations, Jesus rides on it, while the crowds spread their garments and 
branches in the way and shout in his honor.  The evangelist perceives this as a fulfillment of 
the prophet Zechariah’s words concerning the coming king.  Here is both great drama and 
irony as Jesus enters the city he would save, while the people who will soon call for his 
blood rumor it about that the prophet from Galilee has arrived. 

Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers 

persecution, but still trusts in God’s help and vindication.  This is the third of 
the “servant songs” that come from a period late in Israel’s exile.  The servant 
might be thought to be the faithful of Israel, the prophet himself, or another 
historical or idealized figure.  The people are weary and tired of the Lord’s 
calling, but the servant steadfastly continues.  Christians have long perceived 
in these words a foretelling of Jesus’ mission. 

Psalm 31:9-16 
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection. 

Philippians 2:5-11 
From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus 

accepted the condition of a servant, was obedient even to the point of death, 
and was then given the name above every name.  It is possible that this poem 
was adapted by Paul or another disciple from the hopes for a savior of a 
people who did not yet know Jesus.  He has fulfilled humanity’s dream of 
one who will share fully in the mortal condition before his exaltation.  To him 
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess the great name of the Lord 
now known in person, Jesus. 

The Passion According to Matthew 
Our gospel reading is the story of Jesus’ last supper with his disciples, his betrayal in the 

Garden of 
Gethsemane, 
and then his 
arrest and trials 
before the 
Jewish council 
and Pilate, 
followed by his 
final sufferings 
and death. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

R ecieve, Believe, Concieve.  Is faith required 

for healing? To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as 

 

 

Passion According to 

Matthew 
The Jesus who died on Good 

Friday was still dead on Easter 

Sunday.  But the embodied 

passion of Jesus that did not 

hesitate in the face of humiliating, 

torturous death did not die on 

Good Friday, and was seen to be 

actually, factually, really alive on 

Easter Sunday.  

 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#PSALM2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/HolyDays/CPalmSun_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

What Does Palm Sunday 

in Jerusalem Look Like? 

 

    Everyone who has traveled to Israel 
with us will recognize the Palm 
Sunday route we all walked down 
from the Mount of Olives to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Shirley Jessup and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Andrew’s, Kent; Emmanuel, Killingworth; 
Trinity, Lime Rock; St. Michael’s, Litchfield. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Collaborative ministries and all Ministry Networks; 
Joining Jesus in the New Missional Age, ECCT Regions 
and Region Missionaries. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Sr. & Peter, Jr., 
Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Pam 
Altemus, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Cathy Schrull, 
Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Kevin West, Pat Jennings, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, 
Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Diane and Ray continued healing. 
.....the people of the People's Democratic Republic of Algeria; the people of Indonesia; the 
Diocese of Meath & Kildare (Ireland) The Most Revd Patricia Louise Storey; and our sister 
and brother members of the Bulgarian Greek Catholic Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
.....Loaves & Fishes Hospitality in New Milford, the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of April. 
.....Saving Bank of Danbury, a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Absent. 
.....That we learn to put other’s needs before our own and help our neighbor 
“carry his cross.”  
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete 
healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....for the whole church throughout the world, its bishops, its clergy and all 
the baptized. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see 
if it fuses by itself (with God's help). 
.....Derek, grandson of a parishioner, hospitalized with Covid-19.  
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.standrewskentct.org/
http://churchinthewilderness.org/
http://www.trinitylimerock.org/
https://stmichaels-litchfield.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algeria
http://www.indonesia.go.id/en/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulgarian_Greek_Catholic_Church
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/loaves_fishes_hospitality_new_milford
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/52.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9o0kDY1mcuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9o0kDY1mcuc
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 
†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill Loring, 

Beth Miller, Steven 
Nagy, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volkswagen_currywurst

