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So Let Us Not Grow Weary 

in Doing Good 

Vol. LXVII - No. 7 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by the Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

 

Dear Friends, 

A s we look back on our lives these past several months, 

much has changed in our lives and in the world.  What life 

will look like going forward is not entirely clear, yet as 

Christians our focus is unchanging as we fix our eyes upon 

Christ. 

Last Sunday we regathered in our church for three services, 

drawing in-person roughly 50% of our regular "pre-quarantine" 

congregation, with many more joining us online.  This is a strong 

metric of strength as a parish, and we have every good reason to 

rejoice as God continues to build us up together into a bright 

future of faith and action. 

As our care for the hungry continues with ever-expanding 

feeding ministries, and more and more of us offer ourselves for 

God's service both within, and beyond our red doors, we 

continue to grow together as the Body of Christ.  So let us not 

grow weary in doing good, for in due season we shall reap the 

spiritual harvest God has prepared for us as Gospel people. 

Faithfully, 

 

 

 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season 

we will reap, if we do not give up.       Galatians 6:9 

St. Paul’s Church 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Art in the Christian 

Tradition 
Sacrifice of Isaac  

1455 
Walters Art Museum, Baltimore 

 

T his manuscript illustration of the 
Sacrifice of Isaac is part of an 

Armenian Gospel Book. 
This Armenian Gospel book was 

produced in 904 of the Armenian era (1455 
CE) at the monastery of Gamałiēl in Xizan by 
the scribe Yohannēs Vardapet, son of Vardan 
and Dilšat, and was illuminated by the priest 
Xačʿatur.  The priest Pʿilipos commissioned 
the manuscript as a memorial to himself, his 
parents Łazar and Xutʿlumēlikʿ, and other 
relatives listed in the colophon on fols.  300r 
to 301v.  Pʿilipos is depicted on fol. 14v 
alongside his brothers Yusēpʿ and Sultanša, 
as they kneel before the Virgin and Child 
enthroned (Theotokos).  The book contains 
26 full-page polychrome miniatures, 
including 4 Evangelist portraits; ornately-
designed canon tables; 4 decorated incipit 
pages; numerous marginal miniatures of 
floral and faunal motifs; and 19 marginal 
miniatures of biblical characters or allusions to biblical narratives. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jun 25 -12:00 pm - Bible Study with Fr. Joe & Rev. Tara  (Zoom) 
Sat, Jun 27 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jun 28   
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 
  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
Mon, Jun 29      
 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Jun 30 - 8:00 pm - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Ladies Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Wed, Jul   1 -10:00 am - Online Morning Prayer Healing Service  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 2 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Thu, Jul   2 -12:00 pm - Bible Study with Fr. Joe & Rev. Tara (Zoom) 
Sat, Jul   4      
Sat, Jul   4 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jul   5    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/917116165
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
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 †  Gospel Gold  
 

"For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 

- Romans 6:23 (ESV) 
by John Tuthill 

 

J 
ust as sharp as it is short, the golden verse above refines the Good News of the 
Gospel down to only 21 priceless and easily memorable words.  We'll hear it this 
Sunday in church.  The end of our reading from Paul's letter to the Romans 

(continued from last week) in chapter six is one of the readings (Romans 6:12-23).  So 
clearly, this says that workers earn 
that paycheck right down to the very 
last penny.  And likewise, sin without 
our Savior is the most reliable 
paymaster of all.  Death is called 
"wages," and it is called the payment 
for sin.  It says that death is actually 
what's earned and deserved for every 
work of evil.  BUT - do you notice 
that last and best part?  "Eternal Life" 
is not called "wages."  Eternal life is 
not earned or paid out as something 
due for enough work at being 
righteous or for trying to do an 
acceptable number of good things.  
There seems to be a slight mis-match, 
an absolute short-circuit in the 
system!  In other words, this equation 
is not balanced on both sides.  Works 
of sin earn direct wages of death.  

But, the rest of this says that we do no work to likewise earn (not even partially) the gain of 
sure-and-certain eternal life.  Why not?  Because eternal life is loudly and clearly called the 
"free gift of God."  He is in charge of the giving of it.  In every case and without exception, 
eternal life is a "gift."  So, by grace you are saved, through faith, and not of yourselves, not 
by works - that would be wages of which it could be boasted.  Instead it is entirely because 
of the "finished" work of Jesus Christ for us on the cross.  Halleluiah!  "For sin shall not be 
your master, because you are not under law, but under grace"  (Romans 6:14).  This is the 
great and 
glorious truth of 
the Gospel. 

You are 
saved moment to 
moment by 
God's gift of 
faith to you in 
Jesus Christ.  
Constant 
dependence on 
Him is the way, 
looking to the 
Lord Jesus 
Christ by the 
power of the 
Holy Spirit to 
the glory of God 
the Father. 

Thanks be 
to God! 



 5 

 

Our doors will be open this Sunday for three services 

at 8:00 am; 9:15 am and 10:30 am! 

Welcome Back 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person on Sunday, please 

review our safety protocols 

ahead of time.  You can read 

them by clicking HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with the 
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II 
Guidelines. 

Please Note: Since we are 

operating at 25% of our pew 

space, we currently have more room at the 

9:15 am service.  Once we reach our 25% capacity, over flow 

attendance will be relocated to Crocker Hall. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596


6  

 
†  From Death to Life 

 

Genesis 22:1-14  •  Psalm 13  •  Romans 6:12-23  •  Matthew 10:40-42 
 

W 
e go into the world as images of the one who is the perfect image of the Father.  
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me” (Matt. 10:40).  Jesus is the Way, and no one comes to 

the Father except through him, ultimately, that is.  Every disciple of Jesus Christ is a small 
“way.”  If we are received, Christ is received.  If Christ is received, the Father is received.  
This reception occurs in the power of the Holy Spirit and creates a bond of peace that links 
heaven and earth.  In every aspect of life, we are Christ-bearers in the world. 

As temples of the risen Lord, we take his life-giving power into the world.  We are 
agents of his healing, forgiveness, teaching, hope, joy; and, most significantly, the promise 
of a whole new life that is stronger than death.  Death is overcome in Christ Jesus. 

We carry within ourselves also the wounds and suffering of Christ as we are stripped 
moment by moment of the old humanity.  Though dying, we live; though being stripped of 

what is old, we are clothed in what 
is new.  There is, then, a kind of 
continual sacrifice offered on the 
altar of the human heart.  The Old 
Adam is dying so that Christ may 
be the New Being of our lives.  
The cost of this sacrifice is, 
humanly speaking, impossible.  
The Old Adam is what we have 
known and what constantly 
attempts to claim our allegiance.  
Sin, the flesh, and the devil, will 
not go down quietly. 
 So, God calls us to sacrifice 
our lives in union with the 
sacrifice of his Son.  God shows 
us a place, as happened once to 
Father Abraham, a place where we 

are to give up what is most dear.  It is a deeply troubling story, but one that reverberates with 
meaning because we all will and must give up everything eventually, everything we care 
about and everyone we love.  Abraham had a heavy heart, Abraham carried the fire and the 
knife, Abraham raised his hand against Isaac.  Just in time, the angel of the Lord intervened. 

In Christ, we see the Son of God offered on behalf of the ungodly.  The devil seems to 
have swallowed him in death, but, in truth, Christ is the devil’s poison, the bait which the 
devil and death and the sepulcher cannot stomach for long.  Christ burst forth from death and 
the grave, and, in him, the New Humanity begins.  We have died with Christ and are dying 
with Christ.  We have risen and are rising with him.  Our old life has been sacrificed in the 
land of Moriah, in the place the Lord has shown, on a hill outside the city, the place of 
skulls. 

We no longer use our lives and gifts as instruments of wickedness.  We offer ourselves 
as instruments of righteousness.  We are no longer slaves to sin, but obedient to Christ from 
the heart and conformed to his life.  The end of the Old Adam is death; our new purpose in 
Christ is sanctification and glory (Rom. 6:12-23). 

We present ourselves to the world as vessels of the risen Lord.  We give ourselves to 
God as those who have been brought from death to life.  We have died with Christ so that we 
may live anew. 

Every moment of every day is a sacrificial death and the promise of resurrection. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: Psalm 13:2. 
 

Think About It 
Perplexity and grief are the death we all feel,  
and yet we trust in God’s mercy and saving help.        - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=459957769
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†  He Never Complained 

 

“Do all things without complaining and disputing ”  Philippians 2:14 
by Steve Hemming 

 

I 
n all my years with my father, I never heard him complain.  Not even once.  And 
like all of us, he experienced trials in his life, especially with regards to his health.  
By the grace of God, Dad faced and overcame bouts with shingles, prostate cancer, 

and chronic lymphocytic leukemia.  While I saw my father experience various degrees of 
physical discomfort from these afflictions, his faith in God never flinched nor faltered.  And 
even throughout his greatest battle, against squamous cell skin cancer that ravaged his body, 
Dad faced this enemy with unwavering and resolute faith. 

As he suffered in silence, especially against the aggressive cancer cells that rapidly 
invaded his body, I saw my father’s faith actually growing stronger throughout his ordeal.  
And Dad’s hope in the Lord never diminished, nor did it disappoint, for the love of God was 
being poured out into his heart, day by day.1  He had no reason or motivation to complain, 
for God was his hope and the anchor of his soul.2  Dad knew there was no value in 
complaining, for it wouldn’t solve anything. 

Remember how often the Israelites complained to God as He led them through the 
desert to the land flowing 
with milk and honey?  How 
did that work for them?  God 
grew tired of their ceaseless 
groaning, as He expressed; 
“How long shall I bear with 
this evil generation who 
complains against me?”3  As 
you know, the results of their 
constant griping and lack of 
trust in the Lord was 
disastrous for the nation of 
Israel, for they wandered 
aimlessly for 40 years, and 
the entire first generation 
died in the desert, except for 
Joshua and Caleb, whom 
God spared, because of their 

faith in Him. 
As I thought about Dad last Sunday on Father’s Day, memories of how often he 

gracefully accepted the physical pain that was associated with his illnesses came to mind.  
You see, my father knew His Lord and Savior submitted to far 
greater suffering than he could ever possibly imagine, for it is 
written in the book of Isaiah that Jesus kept silent and endured to 
the end of His earthly ministry; “He was oppressed and He was 
afflicted, yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter, and a sheep before its shearers is silent, so He 
opened not His mouth.”4  Because the Lord suffered greatly, Dad 
knew that as a soldier of Jesus Christ, he was called to endure his 
physical hardships,5 and did so gracefully until God called him 
home in 2012. 

Just like my father, it is my desire to bear life’s hardships with the same measure of 
grace that he displayed throughout his time on earth.  May I glorify my Heavenly Father and 
face any and all challenges without grumbling or complaining, but rather with silence and 
submission to God’s perfect will for my life. 

 

“But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfill your ministry.”  2 Timothy 4:5 

 

  1  Romans 5:5  
  2  Hebrews 6:19  

  3  Numbers 14:27  
  4  Isaiah 53:7  

  5  2 Timothy 2:3  

 

In loving memory of 

my father, 

Daniel W. Hemming 

January 12, 1933 – 

November 30, 2012 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460006050
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460006082
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460006111
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460006152
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460006180
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†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study  
 

T he women have begun a new Bible Study on Tuesday nights on Zoom.  Hope you 
can join in! 

The topic is “Encouragement” and it will include a little journey through the Bible with a 
short selection from different books in the Bible each week.  We encourage 

you to read the passage ahead and jot down any questions you have or 
consider a personal experience that relates to that passage.  Then on 
Tuesday nights we can gather online at 7 pm as a community to share our 
questions and our experiences and encourage each other.  Carol Wheeler 

will be the facilitator and Mary Perry can help with questions about joining 
the Zoom group. 

 The reading for June 30th is from 1 John 1:5-2:6: 
 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; 

in him there is no darkness at all.  If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet 
walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.  But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.  If we claim we have not sinned, we make 

him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we 

have an advocate with the Father - Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.  He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands.  Whoever says, “I 
know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person.  
But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them.  This is how we 
know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 

To join the meeting, go to the St. Paul’s website and click on the Ladies Bible Stdy 
Zoom link.! 

Hope to see you next week. Questions about the study?  Please contact Carol Wheeler, 
mobile (203) 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

Please Note:  After next week ,we will take some time off in July and August and resume 
again in September. 

†  Next Food Collection Drive 

- Wednesday July 1st 

S t. Paul’s continues to support our 

neighbors with our bi-weekly food 

collection.  July 1st is the next date. 

 If you would like to volunteer to help, 

contact Pam Szen.  Two trucks are needed.  

We have delivered ten total truckloads in 

previous collections.  Recipients in July are 

the Jericho Partnership and the F.A.I.T.H. 

Food Pantry in Newtown. 

 Collection is from 11 am to 2 pm.  Can 

schedule in two shifts (11-12:30 or 12:30-

2).  Only five needed per shift.  Masks 

required. 

 Thanks all who volunteer, and those 

who donate food and gift cards. 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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†  Church Gardens Meet Surging Hunger Needs 
 

G ardens akin to the Victory Gardens of WWI and WWII are beginning to pop up to 
meet the mounting local needs for emergency food. 

In the June 8th The Living Church newsletter, a recent article appeared 
about the Good News Garden Movement which was rolled out by the 
Episcopal Church on June 1st.  While we begin planning for our very own 
Garden, the Shalom Garden, we will be embarking on a global endeavor to 
fuel the food chain by supplying local pantries with produce grown at St. 
Paul’s. 

“Everyone can do something” and “everyone can plant more, even plant 
for the very first time.”  Covid-19 has catalyzed a National Church Garden 
Movement.  St. Paul’s, as do churches in general, has a history of springing 
into action, and we will do our part.  

Recently, we mailed green bean seeds to members of the parish.  Green 
beans are easy to grow.  We hope you will take the opportunity to plant those 
seeds and share the bounty later in the season by donating some of your home 
grown beans during our bi-weekly Drive Thru Food Collection. 

“The Earth is still celebrating and alive, going forth during the Pandemic.  
Flowers are blooming, sprouts are coming up; the birds are singing and there is 
hope.” 

You can plant hope to share. 
For more information about the St. Paul’s Shalom Garden Project, feel free 

to reach out to Carol Ferro ferrora@msn.com or Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  If you did 
not receive the mailing, please contact one of us and we will gladly send you a few seeds. 

To read the full article “Church Gardens Meet Surging Hunger Needs” follow this link 
https://livingchurch.org/2020/06/08/church-gardens-meet-surging-hunger-needs/ 

 

Shalom 
Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

S t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

mailto:ferrora@msn.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://livingchurch.org/2020/06/08/church-gardens-meet-surging-hunger-needs/
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
https://www.jacquielawson.com/ecard/pickup/rec8d27dbf64f4fe1a489b29196c5f568?source=jl999&utm_medium=pickup&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=receivercontent
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†  Make a Meal - Make a Difference 
 

S 
t. Paul’s Church recently embarked on a new Ministry in conjunction with Dylan 
Mello our Northwest Region Missionary of the ECCT.  Dylan has been working 
with State Social workers to identify individuals at risk and in need of healthy, 

nutritious meals.  We have just learned that we are sponsoring one more person, so we now 
sponsor four individuals with one meal a day.  That will be a total of 56 meals every two 

weeks. 
 Every other Wednesday, in 
conjunction with our bi-weekly Food 
Collection, parishioners are dropping 
off home cooked (frozen, if possible) 
meals to share with others.  The 
following day, these meals are picked 
up from St. Paul’s and delivered.  Last 
week 42 meals were delivered to three 
individuals. 
 The response to this Ministry has 
been fabulous and we even have some 
leftover meals in the St. Paul’s freezer 
for the next distribution on July 2.  
We are also partnering with St. John’s 
Church in Washington, CT.  St. 
John’s has offered to make and 
deliver quiches to us to help support 
the Make a Meal Ministry.  Thank 
you St. John’s. 
 Here is a great big SHOUT OUT 
and THANK YOU to all of you who 
have answered the call by either 

making meals, buying frozen meals, baking cookies or donating other items for distribution. 
This is an ongoing ministry as needed and anyone is welcome to join at any time.  Please 

note that there is one criterion: all food donated must include the ingredients.  This includes 
baked goods provided for dessert.  There is also a need for meatless meals. 

 

If cooking is not your thing…please consider a donation of food storage containers that 
we can distribute to our cooks or packaged food items. 

 

Thank you all for supporting the Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference Ministry. 
 

Kindly reach out to Mary Perry or Pam Szen with questions. 
 

We also want to thank Dylan for submitting a successful grant application to offset 
expenses incurred for this ministry. 

 

Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

In just a couple of 

weeks we already 

have close to 200 

meal portions.  

Keep up the good 

work & Keep 

cooking! 

Don’t like to cook?  

You can always help 

by  donating food 

containers.  Contact 

Pam Szen for more 

info.  

Prszen@gmail.com 

 

T o whom do we give, and why?  
Jesus reminds us that the 

faithful steward who gives even a 
minute amount to someone will 
not go unrewarded.  In and of 
itself, that ought to be enough to 
encourage each of us to be 
generous in our giving. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Israel, Revisited  

†  Mt. Moriah - The Mountain of God   
 

J erusalem is Israel’s eternal capital!  It is a wonderful city filled with rich biblical 
history.  The abundant archaeological ruins scattered all over the city gives testimony 

of continual inhabitance of the city from the days of the Old Testament through the days of 
the New Testament, and beyond. 

The showcase of Jerusalem is the Temple 
Mount!  And a must see on all of our Holy Land 
trips.  According to Genesis 22, it was where 
Abraham took Isaac (“Then God said, “Take your 
son, your only son, whom you love - Isaac - and go 
to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a 
burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
Genesis 22:2).  As the story goes, it was a lamb 
provided by God and not Isaac who was sacrificed 
on top of Moriah.  Later, according to 2 Chronicles, 
it was where Solomon built the First Temple 
(“Then Solomon began to build the temple of the 

Lord in 
Jerusalem on 
Mount Moriah, 
where the Lord 
had appeared to his father David.  It was on the threshing 
floor of Araunah [the Jebusite, the place provided by 
David.” 2 Chronicles 3:1).  It was on Mt. Moriah where 
sacrifices were made within Solomon’s Temple. 
 Still centuries later with a building project that began 
in 20 BC, Moriah would also be the location for the 

Second Temple built by Herod the Great.  
This Temple was a building Jesus 
referred to in John 2 as “My Father’s 
house.” (John 2:16).  Today, you can see 
the retaining walls built by Herod that 
supported the expansion of the Temple 
platform.  In fact, the Western (or 
Wailing) Wall is one of those retaining 
walls.  
 After this Second Temple and all of 
Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans 
in 70 AD, the Temple Mount essentially 
remained in ruins through the Byzantine 
Period (4th-6th century AD).  But in the 

(Continued on page 12) 

The “Foundation 

Stone” inside the 

Dome of the Rock on 

Mt. Moriah . 

The view of the Old City of Jerusalem and the Temple Mount from the Mt. of Olives.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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The 2nd Temple 

(model at Israel 

Museum) 

7th century AD (in 691-92), the Dome of the Rock was built and completed on the very 
same area.  Today the Dome’s roof has been gold-plated roof since 1959–1961 (and re-done 
in 1993).  However, the original dome collapsed in 1016 and was rebuilt in 1021. 

According to Muslim tradition, it was from here where Mohammad supposedly ascended 
into heaven on his “night flight.”  Ironically, written inside the Dome of the Rock are all the 
reasons why the Dome was built (primarily geo-political reasons to mark the advancement 
of Islamic rule to this area).  But what is not mentioned is this so-called flight to heaven by 
Mohammed.  This “legend” (and that is all that it is!) won’t develop until 200 years later.  

So much for truth!  
Regardless, the Dome was built directly over 
what Jews call the Foundation Stone (“even 
hashtiya” in Hebrew).  This was the stone upon 
which the Ark of the Covenant was placed in 
the days of the First Temple.  In the days of 
Herod’s Temple, there was no Ark in the Holy 
of Holies chamber.  Most believe it was Josiah 
who hid the Ark prior to the invasion of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians.  Thus, 
according to archaeologist Leen Ritmeyer, “the 
High Priest put the incense in the receptacle 
(indentation) where the Ark once stood…” (see 
his comments HERE).  Incidentally, centuries 
following the Second Temple’s destruction, the 
Bordeaux Pilgrim in 333 reported that “there is 
a perforated stone to which the Jews come 
every year and anoint it, bewail themselves 
with groans, rend their garments, and so 
depart.”  

So it was on Mt. Moriah, the mountain of God, that the two Temples once stood.  Some 
contend within Judaism (e.g. our Jewish friends at the Temple Institute) as well as some 
within Christianity that a Third Temple will be built here as well.  But this is a topic for 
another time.  In the meanwhile given the political tension that exists between Jews and 
Muslims today, we are glad that God has all of this under control whether or not there will 
be a Temple built here again here on Mt. Moriah, the mountain of God! 

(Continued from page 11) Mt. Moriah 

Our next trip to the Holy Land is in February of 2021!  We leave on February 18 and 

return on the 28th.  Watch future Sword Points for more info. 

https://vimeo.com/152999935
https://vimeo.com/152999935
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†  Men’s Study Active & Thriving 
 

"...these things are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name."  Despite the pandemic our Monday Men's Bible Study remains 
strong.  Up to two dozen men are currently studying the Gospel of John each 
Monday from 7-8 pm on Zoom.  Please join us in this verse by verse study as 
explore the depths of God's word together.  Click here to join in. 

P eter and Paul, the two greatest leaders 
of the early Church, are 

commemorated separately, Peter on January 
18, for his confession of Jesus as the 
Messiah, and Paul on 
January 25, for his 
conversion, but they are 
commemorated together 
on June 29 in observance 
of the tradition of the 
Church that they both 
died as martyrs in Rome 
during the persecution 
under Nero, in 64. 

Paul, the well-
educated and 
cosmopolitan Jew of the 
Dispersion, and Peter, 
the uneducated fisherman from Galilee, had 
differences of opinion in the early years of 
the Church concerning the mission to the 
Gentiles.  More than once, Paul speaks of 
rebuking Peter for his continued insistence 
on Jewish exclusiveness; yet their common 
commitment to Christ and the proclamation 
of the Gospel proved stronger than their 
differences; and both eventually carried that 
mission to Rome, where they were martyred.  
According to tradition, Paul was granted the 
right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by a 
sword, but Peter suffered the fate of his Lord, 
crucifixion, though with head downward. 

A generation after their martyrdom, 
Clement of Rome, writing to the Church in 
Corinth, probably in 96 A.D., says: “Let us 
come to those who have most recently 

proved champions; let us 
take up the noble 
examples of our own 
generation.  Because of 
jealousy and envy the 
greatest and most upright 
pillars of the Church 
were persecuted and 
competed unto death.  
Let us bring before our 
eyes the good apostles - 
Peter, who because of 
unrighteous jealousy 
endured not one or two, 

but numerous trials, and so bore a martyr’s 
witness and went to the glorious place that he 
deserved.  Because of jealousy and strife 
Paul pointed the way to the reward of 
endurance; seven times he was imprisoned, 
he was exiled, he was stoned, he was a 
preacher in both east and west, and won 
renown for his faith, teaching uprightness to 
the whole world, and reaching the farthest 
limit of the west, and bearing a martyr’s 
witness before the rulers, he passed out of the 
world and was taken up into the holy place, 
having proved a very great example of 
endurance.” 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, June 29th 
 

St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“…whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is 

not worthy of me.”    Matthew 10:38 
 

O ur world entices us with comfort.  But, God made you 

for greatness.  Picking up your cross and following Jesus 

puts God first and others first.  Why settle for comfort when you 

can achieve greatness!  Pick up your cross, ask Jesus for guidance 

on using your gifts and live the life God intended for you! 

https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
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†  Revelation 8:3-8 

 

“A nother Angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar.  He was 
given much incense to offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar 

before the throne.  The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of the saints, went up 
before God from the angel’s hand.  Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from 
the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of 
lightning and an earthquake.  Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared 
to sound them.  The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire’ mixed 
with blood, and it was hurled down upon earth.  A Third of the earth was burned up, and 
third of the trees were burned up and all the green grass was burned up.  The second angel 
sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain all ablaze, was thrown into the 
sea.  A third of the sea turned into blood.” 

 When God 
wants to get your 
attention, He does 
not fool around.  I 
prayed for my next 
article and during 
my sleep I sat up 
and yelled out Rev. 
8: 3-8.  I know that 
John wrote in 
symbols, but I do 
believe that these 
scriptures were 
written about the 
end of time and the 
great white throne 
of judgment.  Now 
here I am with the 
Ministry on Aging 
writing about the 
end of time.  I do 
believe this has 
something to do 
with our spiritual 
life.  From the time 
we are conceived 
we start growing.  
If your parents are 
church goers, I do 

believe the child can hear the choir sing and scripture being said.  The child is born and 
grows up to be an adult.  They remember the songs and the scriptures that were said when 
they were in the womb.  He/she gets more involved in their church but do not know why.  
As they grow into their elder years maybe they say to themselves: is this all there is?  Where 
do we go after we die?  This church could be like the church in Philadelphia which was luck 
warm.  What about the church in Ephesus who is a highly active church who is on the ball 
and leading people to Christ.  There are seven churches, and most are lukewarm.  By the 
way which one do you belong to?  At the end of our lives we have a choice to be separated 
from Christ forever or to live with him for eternity?  This is your choice.  He wants to come 
into your hearts and help you confess your sins, so you can have a personal relationship with 
Jesus.  Amen 

Abba Father, I pray for the people who are at the end of their lives and have not 
confessed their sins.  I pray that they will come into a loving relationship with you until the 
end of time. 

 

Susan Balla BS AB HHA CNA 
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others 
"attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and 
had no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even 
though we are all separated.  It's an understatement to say it 
was very comforting to come together during this anxious 
time.”   

Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what 
to expect?  The services can be watched live or later online.  

Just click on the YouTube 
button (left) or tab on our 
website for more info.   

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, June 25th 
 

James Weldon Johnson 
Poet, 1938 

 

J 
ames Weldon Johnson was born on June 17, 1871, in Jacksonville, Florida.  His 
parents stimulated his academic interests, and he was encouraged to study 
literature and music.  Johnson enrolled at Atlanta University with the 

expressed intention that the education he received there would be used to 
further the interests of African Americans.  He never reneged on that 
commitment.  In the summer after his freshman year, Johnson taught the 
children of former slaves.  Of that experience he wrote, “In all of my 
experience there has been no period so brief that has meant so much in my 
education for life as the three months I spent in the backwoods of Georgia.”  
After graduation, he became the principal of the largest high school in 
Jacksonville, during which time he was paid half of what his white counterparts 
were paid, even though the school excelled under his leadership. 

In 1900, he collaborated with his brother, Rosamond, a composer, to create 
“Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing.”  Written in celebration of President Lincoln’s 
birthday, the song, still popular today, has become known as the “African 
American National Anthem.”  Due to the success of their collaboration, 
Johnson moved to New York in 1901 to join his brother, and together they 
attained success as lyricist and composer for Broadway. 

In 1906, Johnson was invited to work for the diplomatic corps and became U.S. Consul 
to Venezuela and later Nicaragua.  During his Nicaraguan tenure, Johnson was a voice of 
reason and reconciliation in a time of civil unrest and turmoil.  His ability to bring together 
people of differing viewpoints toward a common vision served Johnson well in the 1920’s, 
when he became an organizer for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). 

Johnson was a prolific poet and anthologist.  He edited The Book of American Negro 
Poetry (1922), a major contribution to the history of African American literature.  His book 
of poetry, God’s Trombones (1927), seven biblical stories rendered into verse, was 
influenced by his impressions of the rural South. 

James Weldon Johnson died on June 26, 1938. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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Our Daily Bread 

O ur Daily Bread for June, July & August is 
now available at the church.  We have copies 

at church.  Or e-mail dszen@yahoo.com to have copy 
mailed to you. 
 Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and 
meditation for each day. 

 

mailto:dszen@yahoo.com?subject=Daily%20Bread
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 

button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 

you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 

to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9 am our John 21-12 group 
meets for lively theological 
discussion.  They have met 
continuously throughout the 
pandemic.  Join them at 
Theo’s Downtown Diner in 
New Milford, which has 
blocked off street spaces for 
outdoor dining.  

Who did Abraham take with him when he initially 

set out to sacrifice Isaac? 

a) Sarah     b) Two servants     c) No one 

Genesis 22:3 NIV  

Left: Between services everything 

is sanitized.  It’s takes a little bit of 

time so please stay in your car until 

10 minutes before service time.  If 

you would like to volunteer to assist 

in cleaning between services, 

contact Doug Melody or David 

Szen. 

Right: All our of our services will 

continue to be streamed live on our 

YouTube channel.  The links are 

available on our website. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Genesis+22:3&version=NIV&showfn=yes


18  

 

 

Rob lewis 

firday 

†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

S usan Champagne celebrates today.  Rob Lewis opens presents tomorrow.  Bridgit 

O'Hara will be another  year  older  and wiser  on Sunday.  Throw a vir tual par ty 

for M.J. Hartell Conte on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Jericho: The Most Important Summer Ever 
 

THIS SUMMER, WITH STUDENTS ALREADY EXPERIENCING LEARNING 
LOSS DUE TO COVID-19, PREVENTING FURTHER "SUMMER SLIDE" IS MORE 
URGENT THAN EVER. 

Learning loss among typical students has been described as “catastrophic,” but 
for those already considered to be at risk, steeper slide could cause irreparable 
harm. 

SO THIS SUMMER, FOR MINIMALLY SIX WEEKS BEGINNING JULY 6, 
JERICHO WILL HOST A “VIRTUAL SUMMER LEARNING PROGRAM” TO CURB 
FURTHER IMPACT.  THERE IS NO COST TO ATTEND. 

They need your help to ensure its success. 
Jericho is being called to stand in the 

gap and provide educational 
opportunities for Danbury's in-coming 
Kindergarten through 12th graders.  
Here's how: 

• Google Classroom sessions, led 
by volunteer tutors and teachers, 
focusing on reading, math and language 
arts, while also addressing social & 
emotional needs 

• Virtual Tutoring (1:1 and small 
group) 

• Virtual Reading Buddies for 
elementary students 

• Limited and safe in-person and 
virtual activities with city partners such as Danbury Library  

HERE'S WHAT WE NEED: 
• Virtual Reading Buddies to record themselves reading books to 

elementary school students. 
• Qualified teachers (current/retired/former) to volunteer 10-12 hours this 

summer to lead virtual sessions (teachers from other towns are welcome!). 
• Volunteer tutors to help students with homework and summer learning 

packets; you’ll be using mostly virtual platforms to engage with students. 
Those interested in volunteering, please complete an application HERE, and 

we’ll be in touch with you!  
Know a Danbury student who could benefit? Visit or direct a parent HERE for 

more info.  
Register a student HERE. 
 

JERICHO PARTNERSHIP, 13 ROSE STREET, DANBURY CT 06810 
(203) 791-1180      JERICHOPARTNERSHIP.ORG  

http://www.jerichopartnership.org/volunteer-application
http://www.jerichopartnership.org/summer-2020
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdnBcrO3hAJT4KLZHB1WaaCTKb6tBzlRwDThDV7uTXOL70Efg/viewform
JERICHOPARTNERSHIP.ORG
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Living in Obedience” 
 

 Genesis 22:1-14 

O ur Hebrew scripture reading is the story of Abraham’s willingness to 
sacrifice his only son Isaac in obedience to the Lord’s command.  

The narrative illustrates Abraham’s readiness to abandon all to serve the Lord.  
Originally it probably also was used as a model story encouraging the 
substitution of animal for human sacrifices.  Ancient Israel was given a better 
understanding of God’s will. 

 Psalm 13 
The psalmist laments the absence of the Lord, but 

continues to trust in God. 
 Romans 6:12-23 
This lesson teaches that by the grace of God Christians are 

no longer slaves to sin but are obedient to the service of 
righteousness.  Paul is concluding his long discussion of the 
way in which disciples have been given a right relationship 
with God through faith.  They are no longer set on a course 
that leads through immorality to death.  To use a very human 
analogy, they are now slaves of righteousness and are bound to the service of 
God, which leads to holiness and eternal life. 

 Matthew 10:40-42 
In our gospel lection Jesus tells of reward for disciples who find themselves 

welcomed in his name.  
Those who receive Jesus’ 
followers will find they 
are receiving the Lord 
himself and God who 
sent him.. Those who 
do well and help even 
the least of the disciples 
will find great reward. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"T ake up your cross and..."  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow 

this link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Matthew 10:40-42 
Welcoming "in the name of" means 

welcoming in the honor of; in the 

reputation of.  It means welcoming in a 

way that is true to the integrity and 

character and goals of the one being 

welcomed.  In a way that is truly worthy 

of the one being welcomed.  

  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#OldTest1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

God is asking us to do the same. We 
must, like Abraham, sacrifice our 

desires to the One who cares. Wealth, 
career, power and money are 

meaningless without God. Give Him 
your dreams so He can resurrect new 

and greater visions inside of you. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Grace Church, Old Saybrook; Good Shepherd, Orange; 
St. Peter’s, Oxford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Summer chapels in Norfolk and Fenwick; summer  
outdoor worship services; Vacation Bible Schools, parish-
based summer camp programs and mission trips. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Paul 
Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe 
Sampson, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, and Diane continued healing. 
.....the people of Japan; the people of Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic; the 
Diocese of North Ankole (Uganda) The Rt Revd Stephen Namanya; and our 
sister and brother members of the Anglican Church of Kenya. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS 
forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know 
Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for  protection from mor tar  attacks in Somalia with the UN 
peacekeeping service. 
.....F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Sandy Hook & Newtown, the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of July. 
.....Media Associates, Sandy Hook, a marketplace partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Courts of Justice. 
.....That we use our gifts in the way that God intended for us. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder  and chairman of the Jer icho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....The value you have placed upon us by giving us Jesus our Savior.  Empower us to 
acknowledge this gift in lives of service. 
.....Hayden, broken ver tebrae and will be in a back brace for  3 months to see if it fuses 
by itself (with God's help). 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor .  Pray also for  her  parents, Patr icia 
and Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.graceoldsaybrook.org/
https://www.cogsct.org/
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersEpiscopalChurchofOxfordCT/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_sovereign_states#SADR
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican_Church_of_Kenya
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
https://www.mediassociates.com/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/21.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=1J109JNU
https://www.godtube.com/watch/?v=1J109JNU
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

  

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, 
Lois Hunt, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

