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Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

The Apostle’s Creed) 

Dear Friends, 

O n this Feast of the Ascension, where our Lord was raised bodily into heaven, 

let's take the opportunity to consider what the resurrection means for us.  The 

writers of the New Testament, while acknowledging deep mystery, remain adamant 

about resurrection being spiritual, as well as physical. 

Regarding the mystery, the Apostle Paul wrote: “Behold I tell you a mystery.  We 

will all be changed, in a flash, in a twinkling of an eye.”  And the spiritual, as 

captured by the Apostle John: “what we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we 

do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he 

is.”  And let’s not miss the highly physical dimension as well, again from Paul:  “The 

dead will be raised imperishable.”  What does all of this say?  God will one day give 

us new bodies, bodies that no longer hurt, no longer suffer from disease and decay; 

they will still be our own, yet similar to Jesus' glorified body. 

Even with our imperfections and human limits, God still has use for our bodies, 

now, and into eternity.  So may we believe in the resurrection, becoming fully alive 

in Christ today, and together look for the glory yet to be revealed.  

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Free From Three  

by John Tuthill 
 

“When you ascended to the heights, you led a crowd of captives. 
You received gifts from the people -  

even from those who rebelled against you. 
Now the LORD God will live among us there!” 

- Psalm 68:18 (NLT) 
 

T 
he best wake-up call of all, the greatest stirring-up the church can receive, needs 
to come from the realization of this one simple fact: Jesus is coming back!  When 
Jesus was on trial, the one thing that stirred up His accusers and sent them 

completely over-the-edge was that moment, when Jesus essentially said them, "I'll be 
back."  (Try not to hear that in the way Arnold Schwarzenegger would say it, if you can.)  
Jesus said this to them at the point they asked if He was the true Messiah.  He replied, "I say 
unto you, hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven."  That was enough!  They ripped their soft robes and 
immediately condemned Him to death for blasphemy - all because He declared the one 
simple fact, "I'll be back."  When Jesus returning is de-emphasized today, other distractions 
fill in and take over.  The urgency of the Good News begins to be veiled and missed.  Saint 

Paul seems to emphasize the return of Jesus more than 
fifty times in his writings, but our Adversary would 
much rather no one would focus on it at all - because 
nothing else would wake the church up so much and free 
her from her a focus on fear as opposed one on faith. 
 Today (Thursday) is Ascension Day and in many 
countries the day is still celebrated every year with a day 
off from work because it has been in times past such a 
central and vital part of the Christian faith, more like 
Christmas or Easter are today.  The Ascension of Jesus 
after His resurrection is the fulfillment of the most 
quoted Old Testament passage in all of the New 
Testament, Psalm 110:1.  Written by King David (and 

quoted by Jesus to the religious leaders) Psalm 110:1 says, "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at 
my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."  Even the phrase, "Jesus 
is Lord!" really refers to the fact of the Ascension and to the fact that He is coming back to 
rule.  Forgetting or not being focused on Jesus at the right hand of the Father can lead to any 
one of at least three slaveries to fall into.  Have you ever heard the saying that "Without the 
gospel there is only either pride or despair"?  Despair or pride seem to be at least two 
possible destinations without the Gospel, but at least one other one seems to be slavery to 
perpetual pleasure-seeking, also called hedonism.  Apart from freedom in being saved by 
Jesus, the options seem to be; a.) become a pride-filled "If it is to be, it depends on me" 
attitude of the Pharisee or b.) A despair-filled view that there is no help available and the un
-repenting downward spiral of being a "Judas", or c.) A "Eat drink and be merry for 
tomorrow we die!" ("YOLO", as the kids say - do they still say that?) hedonism / 
epicureanism.  But with "Jesus is Lord" and sitting on the throne, these three slaveries are 
done away with (Praise God!).  Why?  Because with 
Jesus ruling and reining, means Jesus is King over the 
church and over each believer and so we obey Him 
about our lives and about what happens in His church.  
For you, Christian, Jesus is ruling and reining over all 
things now and He is returning to receive all of His 
followers to Himself.  Recognizing that, the fear of 
troubles in this world are put into perspective.  "I have 
told you these things so that you may believe and have 
PEACE.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take 
heart!  I have overcome the world.", says our Lord Jesus 
in John 16:33 (NIV). 

Thanks be to God! 

Cover artwork: 

“Ascension” 

 by Ulrich 

Osterloh, 1996 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 21    
 -12:00 pm - Fr. Joe’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Sat, May 23 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, May 24    
 - 8:00 am - Online Traditional Ante-Communion 

(Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Online Virtual Coffee Hour  (Zoom) 
 -  10:00 am - Prayer servants available online  (Zoom) 
 -10:30 am - Online Contemporary Ante-Communion 

(Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
  11:30 am - Online Virtual Coffee Hour  (Zoom) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s  (Zoom) 
  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
Mon, May 25 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, May 26 - 8:00 pm - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Ladies Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Wed, May 27 -10:00 am - Online Morning Prayer Healing Service  (Facebook Live) 
  5 pm - NW Region Town Hall Meeting w/Bishops (Zoom) 
Thu, May 28 -12:00 pm - Fr. Joe’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Sat, May 30 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, May 31    
 - 8:00 am - Online Traditional Ante-Communion 

(Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
  9:00 am - Online Virtual Coffee Hour  (Zoom) 
 -  10:00 am - Prayer servants available online  (Zoom) 
 -10:30 am - Online Contemporary Ante-Communion 

(Facebook Live)  (YouTube Live) 
  11:30 am - Online Virtual Coffee Hour  (Zoom) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s  (Zoom) 
  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
 

Many online groups are being added via Zoom, an online meeting platform. 
Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

†  Next Food Collection 

Drive - Wednesday June 3rd 

A s the need increases, St. Paul’s 

will continue to support our 

neighbors with our bi-weekly food 

collection.  June 3rd is the next date. 

 If you would like to volunteer to 

help, contact Pam Szen.  Two trucks are 

needed.  We have delivered eight total 

truckloads in previous collectioins and 

the Jericho Partnership is most grateful. 

 Collection is from 11 am to 2 pm.  

Can schedule in two shifts (11-12:30 

or 12:30-2).  Only five needed per 

shift.  Masks required. 

 Thanks all who volunteer and 

donate. 

 

 

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93734417950?pwd=VEN6SFdVM3MrT09KQlpld0pNNjArUT09
https://zoom.us/j/820564274
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/96209309841?pwd=YTEyYUNBMVNuajFUWTZwUmlRcmtBUT09
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/917116165
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://episcopalct.zoom.us/j/97504161901
https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93734417950?pwd=VEN6SFdVM3MrT09KQlpld0pNNjArUT09
https://zoom.us/j/820564274
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/96209309841?pwd=YTEyYUNBMVNuajFUWTZwUmlRcmtBUT09
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
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†  Formed for Salvation  

 

Acts 1:6-14  •  Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36  •  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  •  John 17:1-11 
 

“A s they were watching, [Jesus] was lifted up” (Acts 1:9).  The heavens received 
him, but also appeared to hide him: “and a cloud took him out of their sight.”  

The Son ascended to the glory he had with the Father before the world began, the glory of 
their shared love who is Holy Spirit (John 17:5).  We, on the other hand, stand upon earth 
where, despite seasons and moments of blessing, we face a “fiery ordeal” (I Pet. 4:12).  So, 
God is everlasting love in heaven; and we suffer here below?  Yes and No. 

Jesus ascends to his Father and their shared glory, that is, the Holy Spirit.  This Trinity of 
love - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - is one God and one Love.  Jesus ascends, however, as 
the Son of God in whom human nature has been inseparably united in one divine person.  
Ascending, he takes our humanity with him, and so we are called “to set your minds on 

things that are above, not on things that are 
on the earth, for you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God” (Col. 3:2-
3).  Elsewhere in the corpus of St. Paul, we 
hear that “our citizenship is in 
heaven” (Phil. 3:20).  In a sense, we are 
already in heaven. 
 The old humanity, however, nailed to 
the cross of Christ, dies the slow death of 
our transition from one mode of being to 
another.  The new being in Christ comes 
both as a flash of purifying grace in 
baptism and as a process of renewal and 
testing.  We have, as the Scriptures promise 
and experience verifies, anxieties and trials, 
disciplines to undergo, an enemy to resist, 
suffering that cannot be avoided.  
Nonetheless, the God of grace “will restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you” (I 
Pet. 5:10).  We lift up our hearts and set our 

minds on things that are above, but we do not for a moment neglect the works we are to walk 
in, the obligations of love we owe, nor the joys we are presented or the consolations given. 

How does the new humanity emerge?  In perfect love, God reaches out to each person 
according to their need and capacity.  St. Irenaeus, using verbs indicative of a process, insists 
that salvation is profoundly personal and adaptive in its application.  “So, in the beginning, 
God formed (plasmavit) the human being on account of his own munificence, but chose 
patriarchs for the sake of their salvation; and was in truth preparing (praeformabat) a people, 
teaching (docens) the unteachable to follow God, and was raising up prophets on earth, 
fitting (assuescens) humanity to bear his Spirit and to have communion with God . . .  In a 
variety of ways, composing/adjusting (componens) humanity to an agreement/harmony with 
salvation” (Against Heresies 4.14.2).  God is forming, preparing, teaching, fitting, and 
composing each person for the goal of salvation. 

I suggest we see this work for a moment in the action of a beautiful young woman caring 
for her younger siblings.  “In the vestibule, six children, ranging from age eleven to two 
years old, were crowded around a beautifully formed girl of medium height . . .  She was 
holding a loaf of black bread and cutting for the little ones around her slices appropriate to 
their age and appetite: and she handed over each one with such amiability, and each child 
cried out ‘Thank you!’ so affectionately, stretching out its little hands high into the air even 
before the slice was cut” (Goethe, The Suffering of Young Werther).  The saving grace of 
God is a beautiful young woman cutting a loaf of black bread. 
 

Look It Up 
Read: The Collect 
 

Think About It 
We need strength first.  Then, we will be exalted.        - from The Living Church, 2020 

Ascension (detail), 

John Singleton 

Copley, 1775  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I am praying for them…”       

          John 17:9 
 

P rayer is the foundation of our faith 

and the foundation of stewardship.  

Pray in good times and in bad.  Prayer is 

always the first best option in any 

situation, not just the last resort.  Pray 

for friends and family and for those that 

don’t treat you very well.  Pray to give 

praise, to thank and to ask God for help.  

Pray to see what God wants you to do 

with the gifts He has given you. 

 

†  On Location: The Ascension 
 

A cts 1:9-12 states that the Ascension took place on Mount Olivet (the 
"Mount of Olives, on which the village of Bethany sits).  After the 

Ascension the apostles are described as returning to Jerusalem from the 
mount that is called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, within a Sabbath day's 
journey.  Tradition has consecrated this site as the Mount of Ascension.  
The Gospel of Luke states that the event took place 'in the vicinity of 
Bethany' and the Gospel of Mark specifies no location. 

Before the conversion of Constantine in 312 AD, early Christians 
honored the Ascension of Christ in a cave on the Mount of Olives.  By 384, 
the place of the Ascension was venerated on the present open site, uphill 
from the cave. 

The Chapel of the Ascension in Jerusalem today is a Christian 
and Muslim holy site now believed to mark the place where Jesus 
ascended into heaven.  In the small round church/mosque is a stone 
imprinted with what some claim to be the very footprints of Jesus. 

Around the year 390 a wealthy Roman woman named 
Poimenia financed construction of the original church called 
"Eleona Basilica" (elaion in Greek means "olive garden", from 
elaia "olive tree," and has an oft-mentioned similarity to eleos 
meaning "mercy").  This church was destroyed by Sassanid 
Persians in 614.  It was subsequently rebuilt, destroyed, and 
rebuilt again by the Crusaders.  This final church was later also 
destroyed by Muslims, leaving only a 12x12 meter octagonal 
structure (called a martyrium - "memorial" - or "Edicule") that 
remains to this day.  The site was ultimately acquired by two 
emissaries of Saladin in the year 1198 and has remained in 
the possession of the Islamic Waqf of Jerusalem ever since.  
The Russian Orthodox Church also maintains a Convent of 
the Ascension on the top of the Mount of Olives. 

S t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  Be 

sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

Last June 

on their 

Holy Land 

trip, Joe 

Bernardo & 

David Szen 

were able to visit 

the Ascension site 

and touch the 

“footprints” Jesus 

left upon his 

ascension. 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 May 13th 

Opening:  The meeting was opened at 7:30 
pm by Mary Perry, followed by an opening 
prayer from Fr. Joe.   (Vestry Meeting was 
held electronically through Zoom Live)  
Question for Open Discussion: How have 
you been walking with the Lord in these 
uncertain days?  
- Lois shared that she felt this past Easter 
was one of the most spiritual in many years.  
There were no distractions to pull her away 
from the Easter Season.  
- Alex thanks God for the technology that 
keeps us together as the body of Christ at St. 
Paul’s.  The food drive and other Zoom live 
activities prevents him and others from 
feeling alone.  

- David remarked that we are seeing each 
other virtually more now than we might have 
seen prior to being together in person.  It 
creates an opportunity to go from Bible study 
to Bible study and allows him to prioritize 
his life during this slower-paced time.  
- JoAnn was feeling disconnected from the 
body of Christ, but with Zoom and opening 
herself through prayer, these feelings 
disappeared.  The idea of receiving a 
‘Spiritual Communion’ really touched her 
and gave her an opportunity to take in the 
words and feel very connected.  
- Mary commented on the phrase “never 
separate me from your Spirit” in the Spiritual 
Communion prayer - it brings a closeness to 
Jesus.  The simplicity in the day draws us 
closer.  
- Lyndon is planning on interring his brother 
in England and is thankful for technology 
that allows him to go online and see the 
church and the property where his brother 
will be interred.  
- Fr. Joe is gratified with the feedback from 
the Vestry speaking about the time spent 
apart and remaining close through the Holy 
Spirit.  The April minutes were approved as 
circulated.  The Clerk requested that a 
proposal be made, presented to the Vestry 
and voted on to accept the Video 
Conferencing that was conducted on 
4/1/20 in place of the face-to-face Vestry 
meeting; to have the same power to 

conduct business and 
make decisions as long 
as there is a quorum on 
the conference call.  The 
proposal was presented, 
was approved unanimously, and will serve 
as accepted in the meeting minutes for as 
long as the need for the video conferencing 
is required.  
 

Treasurer’s Report:  April was an 
outstanding month even though we continue 
to hold services through live streaming. 
Income came close to 2019.  The Franklin 
Fund made up half of the loss from the 
month of March, but the account is still 
down compared to the high point.  
 

Committee Reports:  Mary presented a 
summary report that showed all of the 
activities that are going on in the life of St. 
Paul’s during this time of quarantine.  While 
other churches are cutting back, St. Paul’s is 
active and alive.  Fr. Joe has been an 
amazing leader and is open to input as to 
how to communicate and get the message out 
into the world. 
 

Rector’s Report:  - Although there are 
challenges of being apart during this time, 
Fr. Joe is being fulfilled by the way 
parishioners are responding; however, he 
longs for the day when we can get together 
face-to-face.  We are all dealing with it and 
adjusting to it.  We are filled with the love of 
Christ.  - The food drive is a perfect example 
of the body of Christ at St. Paul’s reaching 
out to the community.  - Thanks to the 
Vestry for the weekly phone calls to check in 
on parishioners.  - Fr. Joe had a two-hour 
conference call with the diocese.  No 
direction was given from the diocese as to 
when they will allow churches to meet.  The 
State of CT has not given clear direction, so 
we are waiting for the best path forward for 
the safety of everybody.  
 

Old Business:  Update of parish 
communications plan and mission work is 
listed under the attached Committee Report.  
How can the communication committee get 
pictures of events and what people are doing 
to come together during these challenging 
times?  
 

New Business:  The opportunity to join an 

(Continued on page 7) 
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†  Memorial Day 
 

May 27th 
 

M onday is Memorial Day, a federal holiday commemorating the men and women of 
the United States Armed Forces who died in service.  Although decorating 

soldiers’ graves dates back to ancient times, in the United States, Memorial Day (also 
known as Decoration Day) became an official observance following the Civil War.  In 
1968, Congress moved Memorial Day from May 30 to the last Monday in May. 

“Perhaps the most recognized symbol of Memorial Day is the red poppy,” commented 
the Rt. Rev. James B. Magness, the Episcopal Church’s Bishop Suffragan for the Armed 
Forces and Federal Ministries. Magness explained that red 
poppies are worn by many “to symbolize their affinity with 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice.” 

After World War I, the poppy became a symbol for those 
who died in trench warfare in the poppy fields of Flanders, 
Belgium.  When American poet Moina Michael read John 
McCrae’s famous poem “In Flanders Fields” about the 
devotion of British troops, she was moved to commemorate 
American troops in her 1918 poem “We Shall Keep the Faith”: 

“We cherish, too, the poppy red 
That grows on fields where valor led; 
It seems to signal to the skies 
That blood of heroes never dies.” 
— from “We Shall Keep the Faith” by Moina Michael 
 

Prayer for Memorial Day 
By the Rt. Rev. James B. Magness 

L ord God Almighty, whose only Son sought not to preserve his life, but to make the 
ultimate sacrifice so that we might have abundant life, we remember this day the 

personal sacrifices made by many of our fellow citizens in the service of their country.  On 
this day we pause, however briefly, to remember and recall those who gave the last measure 
of their lives for their faith, their country and their fellow compatriots in arms.  The record 
of their courage is in the hands of history and the vestige of their lives is at rest in our 
memories.  Grant that we and all the citizens of this land may have the grace to honor their 
good deeds as in righteousness we strive for peace among all the people of God’s creation.  

Remembering their sacrifice, we rededicate 
ourselves to the tradition of courage that you, 
our Lord, have instilled in us.  Give us a deep 
sense of reverence for life that is tempered by 
a passionate desire for justice.  Continue in 
us the valor of those who have woven this 
tradition into the fabric of our country.  This 
we pray in the name of the one God who 
creates, redeems and sustains. Amen. 

electric co-op would be an opportunity to 
save money.  Chuck has been looking at a co
-op that has been around for two years.  Year 
one they had 35 members and that has grown 
to 100 members the second year.  The supply 
rate is cheaper and will save approximately 
$30 to $40 per month.  The Vestry had 
questions such as what is the minimum time 
frame to sign up, what is the exact monthly 
savings, and what is the penalty to break the 
agreement. Chuck will send out an email 

with the answers to these questions. The 
Vestry will respond to Chuck’s email.  
- The Vestry call list ministry is still being 
well received. Mary Beth will mix up the 
lists to keep the calls fresh.  
 

Closing: The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 8:40 pm by Fr. Joe. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Williams, Clerk of the Vestry 

(Continued from page 6) Vestry Meeting 
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†  The Decision  

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Commit your works to the Lord and your plans will be achieved .” 
   Proverbs 16:3 

 

W 
hen was the last time you had to make a big decision; one that would 
significantly affect your life?  Did you seek God for guidance and direction?  
Or, did you rely on your own intuition, or perhaps sought counsel from others, 

but not from the Lord?  What were the results? 
Recently, I had been offered an early retirement package to me by my employer, 

Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI).  Because I was approximately 3 ½ years away from 
my intended retirement, I wasn’t thinking of leaving anytime soon.  The package was very 
generous; however, I only was given a few weeks to decide.  And, it was a one-time offer. 

Because of the COVID-19 crisis, we had been assured our full salaries through the end 
of June.  However, after that, there were no guarantees.  So, I needed to decide - should I 
“take the money and run” so to speak?  Or continue to work at WPI until my targeted 
retirement date, and run the risk of 
possibility having my hours and 
salary reduced, or being laid-off 
altogether? 

Initially, while I didn’t know in 
which direction to head, I knew 
Who could help me make the right 
choice!  I diligently sought the 
Lord, because I wanted to walk in 
His perfect will for my life, 
whether that meant for me to stay, 
or if He had different plans for me 
elsewhere. 

Early in the “praying” process, 
the Lord led me to Proverbs 16:3.  I 
quickly learned that I couldn’t just 
kick back and let the Lord do all the 
work, while not generating any 
effort on my own.  Nor could I 
commit myself to Him with an 
ulterior motive or selfish intent.  
Neither approach would have 
placed me in the center of His will, which was where I sincerely wanted to be. 

A few different versions of Proverbs 16:3 helped me to go deep and put the task at hand 
in its proper perspective: 

•  “Before you do anything, put your trust totally in God and not in yourself.  Then every 
plan you make will succeed.” (The Passion Translation) 

•  “Commit your works to the Lord [submit and trust them to Him} And your plans will 
succeed [if you respond to His will and guidance]” (Amplified Holy Bible) 

I determined in my heart that I did not want to go anywhere God’s presence wouldn’t go 
with me.1  In order to arrive at the right Holy Spirit-inspired decision, I needed to refuse to 
rely on my own understanding, but in everything, no matter how great or small, 
acknowledge God, and depend upon Him to direct my steps.2 

Through a series of Godly confirmations that began when I sought the wisdom of trusted 
financial advisor, and concluded with a quiet walk with the Lord around the WPI campus, 
where I felt His perfect peace like never before,3  I have decided to accept the university’s 
early retirement package, and follow the Lord wherever He leads me. 

What is your level of commitment to trust in God to lead you?  If you let Him, He will 
act on your behalf. 

 

“Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will do it.”  Psalm 37:5 

 

1  Exodus 33:15 2  Proverbs 3:5-6 3  Isaiah 26:3 

Thank you, Abba 

Father, for all your 

blessings throughout 

my many years at 

WPI.  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=456934810
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=456934856
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=456934904
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†  What Did Jesus Wear? 

The Conversation by Joan Taylor 
 

W e may imagine Jesus in long robes with baggy sleeves, but this is far from how he 
would have dressed. 

Over the past few decades, the question of what Jesus looked like has cropped up again 
and again.  Much has been made of a digital reconstruction of a Judaean man created for a 
BBC documentary, Son of God, in 2001.  This was based on an ancient skull and, using the 
latest technology (as it was), shows the head of a stocky fellow with a somewhat worried 
expression. 

Rightly, the skin tone is olive, and the hair and beard black and shortish, but the nose, 
lips, neck, eyes, eyelids, eyebrows, fat cover and expression are all totally conjectural.  
Putting flesh on ancient skulls is not an exact science, because the soft tissue and cartilage 
are unknown. 

Nevertheless, for me as a historian, trying to visualize Jesus accurately is a way to 
understand Jesus more accurately, too. 

The Jesus we’ve inherited from centuries of 
Christian art is not accurate, but it is a powerful 
brand.  A man with long hair parted in the middle 
and a long beard - often with fair skin, light brown 
hair and blue eyes - has become the widely 
accepted likeness.  We imagine Jesus in long robes 
with baggy sleeves, as he is most often depicted in 
artworks over the centuries.  In contemporary films, 
from Zefirelli’s Jesus of Nazareth (1977) onwards, 
this styling prevails, even when Jesus’ clothing is 
considered poorly made. 

There were many reasons why Jesus was portrayed in what has become the worldwide 
standard, and none of them were to do with preserving historical accuracy.  I explore these in 
my new book What did Jesus look like?, but ultimately I look to clues in early texts and 
archaeology for the real Jesus. 

 For me, Jesus’ appearance is not all about flesh and bones.  
After all, our bodies are not just bodies.  As the sociologist 
Chris Shilling argues, they are “both personal resources and 
social symbols that ‘give off’ messages about identity.”  We can 
be old, young, tall, short, weighty, thin, dark-skinned, light-
skinned, frizzy-haired, straight-haired, and so on, but our 
appearance does not begin and end with our physical bodies.  In 
a crowd, we may look for a friend’s scarf rather than their hair 
or nose.  What we do with our bodies creates an appearance. 
 And so Jesus’ appearance would have had much to do with 
what he was wearing.  Once we’ve got the palette for his 
coloring right, given he was a Jewish man of the Middle East, 
how do we dress him?  How did he seem to people of the time? 
 There is no neat physical description of Jesus in the Gospels 
or in ancient Christian literature.  But there are incidental 
details.  From the Bible (for example, Mark 6:56) you can 
discover that he wore a mantle - a large shawl (“himation” in 
Greek) - which had tassels, described as “edges”; a distinctively 
Jewish tallith in a form it was in antiquity.  Usually made of 
wool, a mantle could be large or small, thick or fine, colored or 
natural, but for men there was a preference for undyed types. 
 He walked in sandals, as implied in multiple Biblical 
passages (see Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:7, 6:9; John 1:27), and we 
now know what ancient Judaean sandals were like as they have 
been preserved in dry caves by the Dead Sea. 
 He wore a tunic (chitōn), which for men normally finished 
slightly below the knees, not at the ankles.  Among men, only 

(Continued on page 11) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=-Hsl5UG9O_c&feature=emb_logo
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the very rich wore long tunics.   Indeed, Jesus specifically identifies men who dress in long 
tunics (“stolai”, Mark 12:38) as wrongly receiving honor from people who are impressed by 
their fine attire, when in fact they unjustly devour widows’ houses. 

Jesus’s tunic was also made of one piece of cloth only (John 19:23-24).  That’s strange, 
because mostly tunics were made of two pieces sewn at the shoulders and sides.  One-piece 
tunics in first-century Judaea were normally thin undergarments or children’s wear.  We 
shouldn’t think of contemporary underwear, but wearing a one-piece on its own was 
probably not good form.  It was extremely basic. 

Perhaps it is unsurprising, then, that Jesus was remembered as looking shabby by a 
scholar named Celsus, writing in the mid second century, in a treatise 
against the Christians.  Celsus did his homework.  He interviewed 
people, and he - like us - was quite interested in what Jesus looked 
like.  From Jews and others he questioned, he heard that Jesus 
“wandered about most shamefully in the sight of all.”  He “obtained 
his means of livelihood in a disgraceful and importunate way” - by 
begging or receiving donations. 

From the perspective of respectable people, we can surmise then 
that Jesus looked relatively rough.  When the Christian writer Origen 
argued against Celsus, he rejected many of his assertions, but he did 
not dispute this. 

And so while Jesus wore similar clothes to other Jewish men in 
many respects, his “look” was scruffy.  I doubt his hair was 
particularly long as depicted in most artwork, given male norms of the 
time, but it was surely not well-tended.  Wearing a basic tunic that 
other people wore as an undergarment would fit with Jesus’ 
detachment regarding material things (Matthew 6:19-21, 28–29; Luke 
6:34-35, 12:22-28) and concern for the poor (Luke 6:20-23). 

This, to me, is the beginning of a different way of seeing Jesus, 
and one very relevant for our times of massive inequality between rich 
and poor, as in the Roman Empire.  Jesus aligned himself with the 
poor and this would have been obvious from how he looked. 

The appearance of Jesus matters because it cuts to the heart of his message.  However he 
is depicted in film and art today, he needs to be shown as one of the have-nots; his teaching 
can only be truly understood from this perspective. 

Joan Taylor is Professor of Christian Origins and Second Temple Judaism 
 at King's College London. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Jesus’ garb would 

have been a far cry 

from the depiction 

in da Vinci’s The 

Last Supper. Photo 

from Wikimedia 

Commons.  

What Did Jesus Wear? 



12  

 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study  

T he women have begun a new Bible Study on Tuesday nights on Zoom.  Hope you 
can join in! 

The topic is “Encouragement” and it will include a little journey through the Bible with a 
short selection from different books in the Bible each week.  We encourage you to read 

the passage ahead and jot down any questions you have or consider a personal 
experience that relates to that passage.  Then on Tuesday nights we can gather 
online at 7 pm as a community to share our questions and our experiences and 
encourage each other.  Carol Wheeler will be the facilitator and Mary Perry can help 

with questions about joining the Zoom group. 
 The reading for May 26th is from Ezekiel 34:11-24: 

“‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look 
after them.  As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I 
look after my sheep.  I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on 
a day of clouds and darkness.  I will bring them out from the nations and gather them 
from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land.  I will pasture them on the 
mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land.  I will tend them 

in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land.  There they 
will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the 
mountains of Israel.  I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, declares the 
Sovereign Lord.  I will search for the lost and bring back the strays.  I will bind up the 
injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy.  I will shepherd 
the flock with justice. 

“‘As for you, my flock, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will judge between one 
sheep and another, and between rams and goats.  Is it not enough for you to feed on the good 
pasture?  Must you also trample the rest of your pasture with your feet?  Is it not enough for 
you to drink clear water?  Must you also muddy the rest with your feet?  Must my flock feed 
on what you have trampled and drink what you have muddied with your feet? 

“‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says to them: See, I myself will judge 
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.  Because you shove with flank and shoulder, 
butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, I will save my 
flock, and they will no longer be plundered.  I will judge between one sheep and another.  I 
will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend 
them and be their shepherd.  I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be 
prince among them.  I the Lord have spoken. 

If this is your first time with Zoom, here are some tips: 
The first step is to go to Zoom.com and download this onto your computer with video, 

and audio for your computer or ipad. 
Then 5-10 minutes ahead of our study time you go to https://zoom.us/j/806652374, and 

you "Open with video" and click video and audio.  Then we can see each other and talk!  It's 
so wonderful to be together! 

Hope to see you next week. Questions about the study?  Please contact Carol Wheeler, 
mobile (203) 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com 

Questions about Zoom?  Please contact Mary Perry, mobile (203) 994 0643 or 
maryperry2@me.com 

J esus is leaving this world.  He will 
no longer be physically present to 

his disciples.  It is now up to them - to 
you and me - to be the ears, the eyes, 
the feet, the hands of Jesus in this 
world of ours.  And, oh, yes, it’s also 
up to you and me to be the heart of 
Jesus here and now.  Tall order?  Not 
for the faithful. 

Zoom.com
https://zoom.us/j/806652374
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
http://maryperry2@me.com
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From Psalm 68: “...let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; let 
them be merry and joyful.  Sing to God, sing praises to his name…”  Being 
a faithful Christian does not mean we need always to be serious and bowed 
down with the weight of our own or the world’s problems.  God loves 
music, and joy, and all those things that create full and thankful hearts in 
the children so dear to him.  Make it part of your daily discipline to find at 
least one thing in which you can truly rejoice! 
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†  Transforming Saints of God 

 

Thursday, May 21st 
 

John Eliot 
 

Missionary among the Algonquins, 1690 
 

J 
ohn Eliot, known as “The Apostle to the Indians,” was born in 1604 at Widford in 
Hertfordshire, England.  Educated at Cambridge, Eliot’s nonconformist beliefs 
brought him into conflict with the tenets of 

the established church, and he departed for New 
England in 1631.  Eliot arrived in Boston later that 
year and became the pastor of a church in nearby 
Roxbury. 

During his tenure as pastor in Roxbury he became 
concerned with the welfare of the native populations 
and he learned the Algonquin language.  After two 
years of study he began preaching to them in their 
own language.  Like Roger Williams before him, Eliot 
had learned the native language and preached to the 
local tribes, but unlike Williams, Eliot devoted his 
entire life’s work to preaching the gospel to the native 
people. 

In 1649, by act of Parliament, a Corporation for 
the Promoting and 
Propagating of the Gospel 
among the Indians of New 
England was set up, and, 
with the financial backing of 
the English government, Eliot built a native settlement at Natick.  
The native people were provided with food, clothing, homes, and 
education, and in 1660 the first Indian church in New England 
was founded. 
 During this time, Eliot began his monumental translation of 
the English Bible into the Algonquin language.  Starting with the 
Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer, he was able to 
complete translations of the Book of Genesis and the Gospel of 
Matthew with the financial support of the Corporation for the 
Propagating of the Gospel.  In 1661, his Algonquin New 
Testament was published, a copy of which was sent to King 
Charles II, and finally, in 1663, his complete translation of the 
Bible was published.  Eliot would revise his translation several 
times, after most copies had been destroyed in the Indian Wars of 
1670, along with many of the Indian settlements he established. 
 Eliot wrote a number of other books before his death, 
including a grammar of the Algonquin language.  His work was 
vital to the studies of many linguists after him who were interested 
in Native American languages. 

†  Men’s Study Active & Thriving 
 

"...these things are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 
in his name."  Despite the pandemic our Monday Men's Bible Study 
remains strong.  Up to two dozen men are currently studying the Gospel of 
John each Monday from 7-8 pm on (Zoom) .  Please join us in this verse 

by verse study as explore the depths of God's word together.  Click here to join in. 

https://zoom.us/j/709593513?pwd=UTlRTzJpVHdDOEg4bXlKK29hUmN2QT09
https://zoom.us/j/709593513?pwd=UTlRTzJpVHdDOEg4bXlKK29hUmN2QT09
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†  Ancient Christian Writers 
 

A reading from a sermon of Augustine, Bishop of Hippo [403].  This sermon, 
originally delivered on the Solemnity of the Ascension, notes that we, the members of 
Christ’s body, ascended to heaven with the Lord through love. 

 

T oday our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven; let our hearts 

ascend with him.  Listen to the words of the Apostle: If you have 

risen with Christ, set your hearts on the things that are above where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God; seek the things that are above, not the 

things that are on earth.  For just as he remained with us even after his 

ascension, so we too are already in heaven with 

him, even though what is promised us has not yet 

been fulfilled in our bodies. 
Christ is now exalted above the heavens, but 

he still suffers on earth all the pain that we, the 

members of his body, have to bear.  He showed 

this when he cried out from above: Saul, Saul, 

why do you persecute me? and when he said: I 

was hungry and you gave me food. 
Why do we on earth not strive to find rest with 

him in heaven even now, through the faith, hope 

and love that unites us to him?  While in heaven 

he is also with us; and we while on earth are with 

him.  He is here with us by his divinity, his power 
and his love.  We cannot be in heaven, as he is on 

earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be there by 

love. 

He did not leave heaven when he came down 

to us; nor did he withdraw from us when he went 

up again into heaven.  The fact that he was in 
heaven even while he was on earth is borne out 

by his own statement: No one has ever ascended into heaven except the one 

who descended from heaven, the Son of Man, who is in heaven. 

These words are explained by our oneness with Christ, for he is our head 

and we are his body.  No one ascended into heaven except Christ because 
we also are Christ: he is the Son of Man by his union with us, and we by 

our union with him are the sons of God. So the Apostle says: Just as the 

human body, which has many members, is a unity, because all the 

different members make one body, so is it also with Christ.  He too has 

many members, but one body. 

Out of compassion for us he descended from heaven, and although he 
ascended alone, we also ascend, because we are in him by grace.  Thus, no 

one but Christ descended and no one but Christ ascended; not because 

there is no distinction between the head and the body, but because the 

body as a unity cannot be separated from the head. 
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

C hristian Williams & Ed Licence 

celebrate virtual parties tomorrow!  

Sunday is the big day for Karen Greely.  

Jennifer Zambello will be blowing out 

candles on Monday.  Gail Winkley will be 

opening presents on Wednesday.  Have a 

blessed day everyone! 
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Virtual Coffee Hour 

Missing your Sunday morning fellowship?  Well, brew yourself a cup of 

coffee and join us at 11 am in our Zoom Coffee Hour fellowship.  Reconnect 

with your friends, let them know how you’re dong.  It’s almost as much fun as 

regular coffee hour!  See you after the service on Sunday.  Click HERE to join. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, May 21st 
 

Lydia of Thyatira 
 

Coworker of the Apostle Paul 
 

L 
ydia of Thyatira (Greek: Λυδία) is a woman 
mentioned in the New Testament who is 
regarded as the first documented convert to 

Christianity in Europe.  Several Christian denominations 
have designated her a saint. 

The only reference to her is in Acts 16:13-15 (NRSV): 
On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, 
where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we 
sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there.  
A certain woman named Lydia, a worshipper of God, was 

listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth.  The Lord 
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.  When she and her household 
were baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come 
and stay at my home.’  And she prevailed upon us. 

Lydia was most likely a Greek Macedonian even though 
she lived in a Roman settlement.  She was evidently a well-to
-do agent of a purple-dye firm in Thyatira, a city southeast of 
Pergamum and approximately 40 miles inland, across the 
Aegean Sea from Athens.  Lydia insisted on giving 
hospitality to Apostle Paul and his companions in Philippi.  
They stayed with her until their departure, through 
Amphipolis and Apollonia, to Thessalonica (Acts 16:40-
17:1). 

Because these encounters and events take place “in what 
is now Europe,” Lydia is considered “the first ‘European’ 
Christian convert.  

On our pilgrimage to Turkey & Greece in 2015 we visited 
Thyatira and the baptism site of Lydia. 

https://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/
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https://episcopalct.zoom.us/j/97504161901
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
The Ascension of Christ 

1958 
Salvador Dali, 1904-1989  

Private Collection 
 

Dali  said that his inspiration for The Ascension of Christ came from a "cosmic 
dream' that he had in 1950, some eight years before the painting was 

completed.  In the dream, which was in vivid color, he saw the nucleus of an atom, which 
we see in the background of the painting; Dali later realized that this nucleus was the true 
representation of the unifying spirit of Christ.. 

The feet of Christ point out at the viewer, drawing the eye inwards along his body to the 
center of the atom behind him.  The atom has the same interior structure as the head of a 
sunflower.  As with most of Dali's other paintings of Christ, his face is not visible.  Above 
the Christ is Gala, her eyes wet with tears. 

The figure of the Christ, from his feet in the foreground to his outstretched arms, forms a 
triangle.  Dali had used the same geometry for his Lapis-lazuli Corpuscular Assumption.  
He used a triangular structure first in the 1951 painting Christ of St. John of the Crow.  The 
inspiration for this form came from a drawing by Spanish mystic St. John of the Cross, 
where Christ is depicted as if seen from above.  

"Cast all your ________ on him because he cares for you." 

1 Peter 5:7 NIV   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mzxu3lElMgc
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=1+Peter+5:7&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others 
"attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and 

had no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even 
though we are all separated.  It's an understatement to say it 
was very comforting to come together during this anxious 
time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what 
to expect?  The services can be watched live or later online.  
Just click on the YouTube 
button (right) or tab on our 
website for more info.   

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 

button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 

you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 

to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9 am our John 21-12 group 
meets for lively theological 
discussion.  They have met 
continuously throughout the 
pandemic.  This week they 
return to Theo’s Downtown 
Diner as New Milford has 
blocked off street spaces for 
outdoor dining.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

That They May Be One 
 

 Acts 1:6-14 

I n this reading we hear of Jesus’ promise of empowerment for mission by the Holy 
Spirit, after which he is envisioned being lifted up into heaven.  The author of Acts 

pictures the missionary work of the church spreading outward from Jerusalem.  In obedience 
to Jesus’ command, the disciples return to the city and, with others of 
Jesus’ followers and relatives, prayerfully await the coming of the Spirit.  
Although Jesus will one day appear again, his community now has a 
ministry to bring the good news to the world. 

 Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36 
A psalm of praise to the mighty God who has brought the people out 

of Egypt and saved Israel from her enemies.  God reigns on high. 
 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
In this lesson we learn that when Christians find it necessary to suffer 

for their faith, they are to know that they are sharing in Christ’s sufferings.  
They can even find cause for rejoicing, recognizing that this may well be a 
sign that God’s Spirit is with them.  The advice was given during an 
outbreak o persecution of Christians in Asia Minor.  The disciples are 
urged to make sure that they only suffer in a right cause and are then 
unashamed to confess Christ’s name. 

 John 17:1-11 
In our gospel Jesus asks the Father that his glory may be made fully known in his Son, and 

he prays for his disciples, through whom this glory now shines.  These words are part of what 
is called Jesus’ high priestly prayer offered before his death.  God’s glory has been shown forth 
in Jesus’ ministry and will be radiant in his crucifixion and resurrection.  Now and afterward 
Jesus’ 
followers 
will 
realize 
that all 
which 
Jesus has 
given to 
them has 
come 
from the 
Father. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

“A s we seek, so shall we find”  To replay 

all our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

John 17:1-11 
The blessing Jesus prays for is: That 

we may be one as Jesus and God are 

one.  That is, the quality of 

companionship between Jesus and God 

is the measure of our companionship with 

each other.  Shortening the quotation 

to: That all may be one; misquotes the 

verse as it omits the defining quality of 

the oneness to which we are called.  

  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEaster7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

Here at the Chapel of Ascension on 
the top of mount of olives, on the 

40th day after his resurrection, in the 
presence of eleven of his apostles, 

Jesus was taken up to heaven in his 
resurrected body. 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Paul & St. James, New Haven; St. Thomas’s, New 
Haven; Trinity, New Haven; St. James, New London. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Environmental ministry networks, eco‐justice work; 
community gardens. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Paul 
Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Pat Jennings, 
Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, 
Barbara, Kenny, Francine, and Diane continued healing. 
.....the people of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste (East Timor); the people of 
Mayotte; the Diocese of Namirembe (Uganda) The Rt Revd Wilberforce Kityo Luwalira; 
and our sister and brother members of the Baptist Missionary Association of America. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food 
basket collections for the month of May. 
.....Rosy Tomorrow’s, Danbury, a marketplace partner of the 
Jericho Partnership. 
.....Towns and Rural Areas. 
.....That we learn to pray not only in bad times, but also in good 
times.  Pray for family, friends, and those that may not treat us 
well. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho 
Partnership, complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....For those among us whose hearts are troubled and anxious, 
that they may find support in our care. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 
months to see if it fuses by itself (with God's help). 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.stpaulstjames.org/
http://www.stthomasnewhaven.org/
https://trinitynewhaven.org/
http://www.stjamesnl.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Timor
http://en.ilemayotte.com/
http://bmaamerica.org/
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
http://www.rosytomorrows.com/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/34.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa-8nVcHe1Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xa-8nVcHe1Q


 23 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, Lois Hunt, Fr. Bill Loring, 

Beth Miller, Steven 
Nagy, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://bestlifeonline.com/red-lights/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

