
   

 

“Come to me all 

you who are weary 

and burdened and I will 

give you rest.” 

Matthew 11:28 

July 2, 2020 

 

 www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com


2  

 

†  Fix Your Eyes on Jesus 

Dear Friends, 

A nxiety and exhaustion are increasing exponentially in our culture.  A 

recent study by Yale University entitled, "Where Stress Lives," analyzed 

the human brain and how it is directly affected by ongoing images of stress 

that we take in through our vision.  Just as our mind becomes trained to 

absorb external anxiety, conversely, positive stimulation with what we look at 

can shape the mind toward peace. 

Where are we focusing our gaze?  As we fix our eyes upon Jesus, and 

respond to his invitation to come to Him, we are promised rest.  This is 

not to diminish the importance of social 

responsibility that comes from our 

awareness of the visible 

struggles we are going 

through as a people.  Yet 

ultimately our vision is 

to be on Christ, who 

heals our hearts 

and minds, 

allowing us to 

love God 

fully, and our 

neighbor as 

ourselves. 

As the 

church, 

whatever 

burdens 

we carry, 

together we 

lay them 

upon our 

Savior and 

God's look of 

love toward us.  

Pray for the Holy 

Spirit to show us 

Christ with the eyes of 

our hearts, and together we 

will find rest so we then can 

walk in God's peace and bring hope 

and healing to our land. 

Faithfully, 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jul   2 -12:00 pm - Bible Study with Fr. Joe & Rev. Tara (Zoom) 
Sat, Jul   4      
 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jul   5    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
Mon, Jul   6 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Jul   7 - 8:00 pm - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Wed, Jul   8 -10:00 am - Online Morning Prayer Healing Service  (Facebook Live) 
  7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting 
Thu, Jul   9 -12:00 pm - Bible Study with Fr. Joe & Rev. Tara  (Zoom) 
Sat, Jul 11 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jul 12    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

July 4th 

Independence Day 

 
 

P roper Psalms, Lessons, and Prayers were first appointed for this national observance 
in the Proposed Prayer Book of 1786.  They were deleted, however, by the General 

Convention of 1789, primarily as a result of the intervention of Bishop William White.  
Though himself a supporter of the American Revolution, he felt 
that the required observance was inappropriate, since the majority 
of the Church’s clergy had, in fact, been 
loyal to the British crown. 
 Writing about the Convention which 
had called for the observance of the day 
throughout “this Church, on the fourth 
of July, for ever,” White said, “The 
members of the convention seem to 
have thought themselves so established 
in their station of ecclesiastical 

legislators, that they might expect of the many clergy who had 
been averse to the American revolution the adoption of this 
service; although, by the use of it, they must make an implied 
acknowledgment of their error, in an address to Almighty God ... 
The greater stress is laid on this matter because of the notorious 
fact, that the majority of the clergy could not have used the 
service, without subjecting themselves to ridicule and censure.  
For the author’s part, having no hindrance of this sort, he 
contented himself with having opposed the measure, and kept the 
day from respect to the requisition of the convention; but could 
never hear of its being kept, in above two or three places beside 
Philadelphia.”  It was not until the revision of 1928 that provision 
was again made for the liturgical observance of the day. 

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/917116165
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
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†  Our Founder’s Foundations  

P 
resident George Washington wrote a prayer addressed to "O most glorious God, in 

Jesus Christ" and ended it with this: "Let me live according to those holy rules 

which thou hast this day prescribed in Thy Holy Word.  Direct me to the true object, 

Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life.  Bless O Lord all the people of this land." 

President Thomas Jefferson: "God who gave 

us life gave us liberty.  And can the liberties 

of a nation be thought secure when we have 

removed their only firm basis - a conviction 

in the minds of the people that these liberties 

are of the gift of God?  That they are not to be 

violated but with His wrath?  Indeed, I 

tremble for my country when I reflect that 

God is just, that His justice cannot sleep 

forever."  

 President James Madison: "Religion is 

the basis and foundation of government.  We 

have staked the whole future of American 

civilization not upon the power of 

government, far from it.  We have staked the 

future of all of our political institutions upon 

the capacity of mankind for self-government; upon the capacity of each and all of us to 

govern ourselves, to control ourselves, to sustain ourselves according to the Ten 

Commandments of God."  President Andrew Jackson: "I nightly offer up my prayers to the 

throne of grace for the health and safety of you all, and that we ought all to rely with 

confidence on the promise of our dear 

Redeemer, and give Him our hearts.  This is 

all He requires and all that we can do, and if 

we sincerely do this, we are sure of salvation 

through His atonement."  Patrick Henry: "It 

cannot be emphasized too strongly or too 

often that this great nation was founded, not by religionists, but by Christians, not on 

religions, but on the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  For this very reason peoples of other faiths 

have been afforded asylum, property, and freedom of worship here."  President Abraham 

Lincoln: "The ways of God are mysterious and profound beyond all comprehension.  'Who 

by searching can find Him out?'  God 

only knows the issue of this business.  

He has destroyed nations from the map 

of history for their sins.  Nevertheless, 

my hopes prevail generally above my 

fears for our Republic.  The times are 

dark, the spirits of ruin are abroad in 

all their power, and the mercy of God 

alone can save us."  President Grover 

Cleveland: "All must admit that the 

reception of the teachings of Christ 

results in the purist patriotism, in the 

most scrupulous fidelity to public 

trust, and in the best type of 

citizenship."  

"Religion is the basis and 

foundation of government.” 
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for three services 

at 8:00 am; 9:15 am and 10:30 am! 

Welcome Back 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person on Sunday, please 

review our safety protocols 

ahead of time.  You can read 

them by clicking HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with the 
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II 
Guidelines. 

Please Note: Since we are 

operating at 25% of our pew 

space, we currently have more room at 

the 9:15 am service.  Once we reach our 25% 

capacity, over flow attendance will be relocated to Crocker Hall. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596
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†  The Need for Love 

 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67  •  Psalm 45: 11-18  •  Romans 7:15-25a  •   
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  

 

“T hen the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
a helper as his partner’” (Gen. 2:18).  “In the morning, while it was still very 

dark, [Jesus] got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed” (Mark 1:35).  
Alone in the morning mist, he was not truly alone.  A Spirit drove him, a Father dwelt within 
him, and angels minister to him.  “Go into your room,” Jesus says, “and shut the door and 
pray to your Father in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you” (Matt. 
6:6).  Alone in one’s room, one keeps company with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the 
hosts of heaven, and all earthly beings.  In solitude, we may give voice to every creature 
under heaven.  There is, however, an “aloneness” that is not good, one that cuts off 
companionship when most desperately needed. 

Psalm 38 is a lament about loneliness.  “I am utterly bowed down and prostrate … My 
loins are filled with searing pain … I am utterly dumb and crushed … My heart is pounding, 
my strength has failed me … My friends and companions draw back from my affliction, my 
neighbors stand far off.”  In a meditation on his illness and solitude, John Donne wrote, “As 
sickness is the greatest misery, so the greatest misery of sickness is solitude; when the 

infectiousness of the disease deters them who should 
assist from coming; even the physician dares scarcely 
come. … When I am sick and might infect them, they 
have no remedy but their absence, and my 
solitude” (Meditation V).  An illness and loneliness 
without the comfort of friends is a deadly sorrow.  We 
know this only too well in these latter days. 
 What do we need?  We need the love of God in the 
perfect humanity of his Son.  “Come to me, all you that 
are weary and carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden 
is light” (Matt. 11:28-30).  We also need the love of our 
brothers and sisters.  We need community and love. 
 Consider this love story.  “Now Isaac had come from 
Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb.  Isaac went 
out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he 
saw camels coming.  And Rebekah looked up, and when 
she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and 
said to the servant, ‘Who is the man over there, walking 
in the field to meet us?’  The servant said, ‘It is my 
master.’  So she took her veil and covered herself.  And 
the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 
 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent.  
He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved 
her” (Gen. 24:62-67).  This love-encounter is a type, an 
image of the love between Israel and God, between the 

Church and Christ.  We encounter this theme also in the Song of Songs.  “The voice of my 
beloved!  Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the hills … My 
beloved speaks and says to me: ‘Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away; for now the 
winter is past, the rain is over and gone” (Song of Sol. 2:10-11). 

We need God’s love and the loving presence of God’s people.  Leave us not, O Lord, to 
suffer and die alone. 
 

Look It Up 
Read the collect of the day. 
 

Think About It 
Pure affection is an embodied love.            - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html
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†  An Even Greater Love  

 

“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart ” 

1 Peter 1:22 
by Steve Hemming 

 

T 
he word fervently used in the 1 Peter 1:22 verse above is defined as very 
enthusiastically or passionately.  Do you exude enthusiasm or real passion when 
demonstrating your love towards others?  I pridefully thought I had plenty of 

love to give others until the Lord got a greater grip on my heart as I began a significant 
transition in my life. 

Shortly after deciding to accept an early retirement package offered by Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI), where I had worked for over 18 years, I noticed I was 
beginning to feel differently about my colleagues and customers at the university.  My 
overall care for and appreciation of the staff and faculty across campus was growing. 

Through the process of preparing to leave WPI that began back on May 21st, and 
concluded this past Tuesday, my last day at this great university, the Lord has transformed 
my heart, giving me a greater love for everyone at WPI.  I praise God, for He gets all the 
credit for this remarkable change.  I merely offered myself up to Him to be used for His 
glory, for the Word says that we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing 
greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves.1 

As my affection for others at WPI increased, the Lord gave me more and more 
opportunities to speak or write words of love and encouragement.  As He opened my heart, 
I expressed to many members of the campus community how much I appreciated them, as I 
shared my admiration for the unique and special traits and characteristics they possessed. 

With regards to loving, we remember the words of our Lord Jesus; “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also 
love one another.”2  While the Lord is not suggesting we love others, but commanding us to 
do so, if we truly love Him, and allow Him to love through us, this commandment will not 
become burdensome.3 

Perhaps the greatest example of loving others the way God commands can be found in 
1 Corinthians, chapter 13, which states; “Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”  May this 
passage serve as 
the template for 
how we can 
approach others 
with the love of 
God. 

Do you 
exude 
enthusiasm or 
real passion 
when 
demonstrating 
your love 
towards others?  
If this manner of 
love is not one of your strengths, be encouraged, for the Bible shows us many ways how we 
can show others around us that we earnestly and deeply care for them.  Here are some 
examples of how to love others around you more earnestly: 

Have Genuine Compassion for Others – As we reach out to those around us, we would 
be well-served to emulate the depth of empathy our Lord Jesus felt as He encountered so 
many people during His ministry on earth, for “when He saw the multitudes, He was moved 
with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no 

(Continued on page 8) 
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shepherd.”5  Following His lead, we are to be like-minded, having compassion for one 
another; loving as brothers, being tenderhearted, and being courteous.6 

Forgive Others – We need to forgive others as God has forgiven us, even if someone 
has sinned against us numerous times.7  We need to bear with one another and forgive any 
complaint we have against one another.8 

Pray for Others – We are called us to confess our sins to one another, and pray for one 
another so that we may be healed.  For, the effective prayer of a righteous man or woman 
can accomplish much.9  And we should pray in the Spirit at all times, being watchful with 
perseverance and supplications for all the saints.10 

Treat Others Better Than Ourselves – We need to be kindly affectionate to one another 
with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.11  We should do nothing 
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility and lowliness of mind we are to esteem 
others better than ourselves.12 

Encourage Others – We are urged to encourage and build one another up.13  

Additionally, we are to let no unwholesome talk come out of our mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building up the one in need and bringing grace to those who listen.14  And let us 
consistently consider how to spur one another on to love and good deeds.15 

Draw Close to Others During Their Times of Trouble – It is important that we draw 
close to those who are struggling and offer them our unwavering love and support, as 
described in Proverbs 17; “A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.”16  
And may we strive to comfort others who are in any kind of trouble, with the comfort that 
we ourselves have been comforted by God.17 

 

Abba Father, as my time at WPI fades into the sunset, thank you for the 
many years you enabled me to serve here, and for being with me each step of 
the way.  And thank you for every person that you brought into my path, and 
the many friendships that were born here.  Please bless this great university 
and watch over each and every member of the WPI community, keep them 
safe under the shadow of your wings, and provide for their every need.  And 
finally, draw each one closer to you with your lovingkindness towards them.  
I pray all these things in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

(Continued from page 7) 

  1 2 Corinthians 4:7  
  2 John 13:34  
  3 1 John 5:2-3  
  4 1 Corinthians 13:4-7  
  5 Matthew 9:36  

  6 1 Peter 3:8  
  7 Matthew 18:21-22  
  8 Colossians 3:13  
  9 James 5:16  
10 Ephesians 6:18  

11 Romans 12:10  
12 Philippians 2:3  
13 1 Thessalonians 5:11  
14 Ephesians 4:29  
15 Hebrews 10:24  

16 Proverbs 10:24  
17 2 Corinthians 1:4  
 

 

 

Sunset on the quad at WPI – June 3, 2020 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568267
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568302
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568335
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568379
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568414
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568463
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568507
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568553
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568579
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568621
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568657
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568687
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568736
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568774
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568804
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568836
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460568862
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†  Shalom Garden Project – In Action 
 

A bout two weeks ago, we sent a mailing to everyone in the Parish to 
introduce The Shalom Garden Project and our committee is very 

excited about this endeavor to grow fresh produce to support our local food 
pantries! 

We hope you received our letter which included several bush green bean 
seeds to plant in your home garden or in a large pot.  Ours are already 
sprouting and we hope to have an abundance to share with our neighbors in 
need later this summer. 

If you are new to growing green beans then you might have questions 
about how and when to harvest them. 

Green beans, whether you are growing pole beans or bush beans, are very 
prolific producers, and can continually produce throughout the season with 
the proper care.  (Note: We sent you bush bean seeds.) 

At first, knowing when your green beans are ready to harvest can be very 
confusing, but once you get the hang of it, it becomes second nature. 

Here’s an easy guide for knowing how and when to harvest green beans. 
When to Harvest Green Beans 

Generally, bush beans should be ready in 50 – 55 days.  The maturity time will depend 
greatly on what variety you are growing.  (NOTE: We sent you Blue Lake 274/Heirloom.  
Emerges in 6-12 days; matures in 58 days.  Non GMO). 

Some varieties grow much quicker than others so always refer back to the seed packet 
for information on your specific variety.  

So, in just about two months after the seedlings emerge, you should begin seeing small 
green bean pods growing on your plants, like the one in the picture below. 

 This pod isn’t quite ready to be 
harvested yet, once you see little pods 
like this, begin keeping a close eye on 
your plants each day.  The green beans 
will grow quickly. 
 The rule of thumb I use for 
harvesting most varieties of green beans: 
The pod is ready to harvest once it 
reaches a length of four to seven inches 
long and the diameter is a little fatter 
than a pencil. 

You can plant hope to share. 
For more information about the St. 
Paul’s Shalom Garden Project, feel free 
to reach out to Carol Ferro 
ferrora@msn.com or Pam Szen 
prszen@gmail.com.  If you did not 
receive the mailing, please contact one 
of us and we will gladly send you a few 
seeds. 

 

Shalom 
Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

S t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is available on 

our website, our Facebook page and our 

YouTube channel.  You might want to check it out.  

Be sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese 

friends. 

mailto:ferrora@msn.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
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†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study Summer Reading List  
 

T he ladies of the parish have been studying together many meaningful Bible passages 
during their Tuesday night Zoom Bible studies.  They are taking the rest of the 

summer off, but would like to share the list of scriptures they were studying with you all, in 
case you are looking for a good passage to read and dialogue with God about this summer. 

 

1. Isaiah 40:27-31    -    Those who wait for the Lord 

2. Revelation 1:4-8    -    The throne of God 

3. Exodus 14:13-18    -    The crossing of the Red Sea 

4. Romans 8:18-25    -    From suffering to hope 

5. Judges 6:7-16    -    Gideon’s response to God’s call 

6. 3rd John 2-11 & 2nd John    -    Walk in the Truth 

7. Job 23:1-10    -    Job’s response to his trials 

8. Matthew 5:1-12    -    The Beatitudes 

9. Ezekiel 34:11-24    -    God the Great Shepherd 

10. 2nd Corinthians 4:16-5:10    -    Living by faith 

11. Deuteronomy 6:1-15    -    Shema: Hear O Israel 

12. Colossians 1:15-23    -    Supremacy of Christ 

13. 2nd Kings 19:9-11, 14-19, 32-35    -    Hezekiah’s prayer 

14. 1st John 1:5-2:6    -    God is Light 
 

Please contact Carol Wheeler with any questions, mobile (203) 525-0011 or 
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

This study will take some time off in July and August and resume again in September. 

†  Next Food Collection Drive 

- Wednesday July 15th 

S t. Paul’s continues to support our 

neighbors with our bi-weekly food 

collection.  July 15th is the next date. 

 If you would like to volunteer to help, 

contact Pam Szen.  Two trucks are needed.  

We have delivered a dozen total truckloads 

in previous collections.  Recipients in July 

are the Jericho Partnership and the 

F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry in Newtown. 

 Collection is from 11 am to 2 pm.  Can 

schedule in two shifts (11-12:30 or 12:30-

2).  Only five needed per shift.  Masks 

required. 

 Thanks all who volunteer, and those 

who donate food and gift cards. 

I t’s difficult to find many these days who 
don’t feel “overburdened.”  We all seem to 

have a great deal on our “plates.”  Jesus reminds 
us that the faithful Christian is the one who 
comes to Jesus and asks him to share the burden. 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460657876
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460657932
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460657980
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658022
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658085
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658219
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658344
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658456
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658495
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658532
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658574
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658649
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658691
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658733
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658828
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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†  Israel, Revisited  

†  Tombs of the Patriarchs   
 

O n their trip to the Holy Land last year, Joe Bernardo and David Szen hired a private 
guide, a Christian Arab, for a side trip to Hebron. 

Their goal destination was the Tombs of the Patriarchs in the West Bank city of Hebron, 
which is the burial place of three biblical couples - 
Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and 
Leah. 
 The second holiest site in Judaism (after the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem), it is also sacred to 
the other two Abrahamic faiths, 
Christianity and Islam. 
 It was the patriarch Abraham who 
bought the property when his wife Sarah 
died, around 2000 years before Christ 
was born.  Genesis 23 tells how 
Abraham, then living nearby at Mamre, 

bought the land containing the Cave of Machpelah to use as a burial place.  
He paid Ephron the Hittite the full market price - 400 shekels of silver. 

Today the site is the dominant feature of central Hebron, thanks to the 
fortress-like wall Herod the Great built around it in the same style of ashlar 
masonry that he used for the Temple Mount enclosure in Jerusalem. 

Herod left the interior open to the sky.  The ruins of a Byzantine church 
built inside the wall around 570 were converted by Muslims into a mosque 
in the 7th century, rebuilt as a church by the Crusaders in the 12th century, 
then reconverted into a mosque by the sultan Saladin later in the same 
century. 

Most of the enclosure is now roofed.  Inside, six cenotaphs covered 
with decorated tapestries represent the tombs of the patriarchs.  The actual burial places of 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob and Leah are in the cave beneath, to which access is 
not permitted. 

Hebron - Scene of God’s covenant with Abraham 
Set in the Judean Mountains about 30 kilometers south of Jerusalem, Hebron stands 930 

meters above sea level, making it the highest city in Israel and Palestine.  It is also the 
largest city in the West Bank, with a population in 2007 of around 165,000 Palestinians and 
several hundred Jewish settlers, and is known for its glassware and pottery. 

It was near Hebron that God made a covenant with Abraham, that he would be “the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations” (Genesis 17:4). 

Abraham had pitched his tent “by the oaks of Mamre” (Genesis 13:18), three kilometers 
north of Hebron, at a site now in the possession of a small community of Russian Orthodox 
monks and nuns. 

(Continued on page 12) 

Cenotaph of 

Abraham in Tombs of 

the Patriarchs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ


12  

 

 

Minbar (pulpit) and 

cenotaph of Isaac 

Here Abraham offered hospitality to three strangers, who told him his wife Sarah - then 
aged 90 - would have a son (Genesis 18:10-14). 
 When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, about 700 years after Abraham, the 
men he sent to spy out the land of Canaan returned from the Hebron area with a 
cluster of grapes so heavy that two men carried it on a pole between them - an 
image that is now the logo of the Israel Ministry of Tourism. 

Later, King David ruled Judah from Hebron for seven and a half years before moving his 
capital to Jerusalem. 

Emulating Abraham’s hospitality, early Muslim rulers of Hebron provided free bread 
and lentils each day to pilgrims and the poor. 

Tombs of Patriarchs complex is in three sections 
Herod’s mighty wall around the Tombs of the Patriarchs avoids the appearance of 

heaviness by clever visual deceptions.  Each course of stone blocks is set back about 1.5 
centimeters on the one below it, and the upper margin is wider than the others. 

The corners of the edifice - called Haram al-Khalil (Shrine of the Friend [of God]) in 
Arabic - are oriented to the four points of the compass. 

Inside, amid a confusing mix of minarets, domes, arches, columns and corridors of 
various styles and periods, the complex is divided into three main sections, each with the 
cenotaphs of a patriarch and his wife. 

The main entrance, to the Muslim area, is up a long flight of steps beside the northwest 
Herodian wall, then east through the Djaouliyeh mosque (added outside the wall in the 14th 

century) and right to enter the enclosure. 
 Straight ahead, in the center of the complex, are octagonal 
rooms containing the cenotaph of Sarah and, further on, the 
cenotaph of Abraham.  Each of these domed monuments has a 
richly embroidered cover, light green for Sarah and darker 
green for Abraham. 
 In a corner just past Abraham’s room, a shrine displays a 
stone said to bear a footprint left by Adam as he left the 
Garden of Eden! 
 A wide door between these two cenotaphs leads to the 
Great Mosque, containing the cenotaphs of Isaac (on the right) 
and Rebekah.  The vaulted ceiling, supporting pillars, capitals 
and upper stained-glass windows are from the Crusader 
church. 
 Ahead, on the southeastern wall, a marble-and-mosaic 
mihrab (prayer niche) faces Mecca.  Beside it on the right is 
an exquisitely carved minbar (pulpit) of walnut wood.  It was 

made (without nails) in 1091 for a mosque in Ashkelon and brought to Hebron a century 
later by Saladin after he burned that city. 

 Entry to the Jewish area is via an external square building on the southwestern wall.  
This building houses a Muslim cenotaph of Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons (though Jews and 
Christians believe he was buried near Nablus). 

 Inside are synagogues and the cenotaphs of Jacob and Leah, each in an octagonal 
room.  (Jacob’s beloved second wife, Rachel, is remembered at the Tomb of Rachel, on the 
Jerusalem-Hebron road north of Bethlehem). 

Site and city are divided 
Friction between Jews and Muslims at Hebron dates back to a 1929 riot in which Arab 

Muslims sacked the Jewish quarter and massacred 67 of its community. 
More recently, in 1994 a Jewish settler entered the Tombs of the Patriarchs during dawn 

prayers and shot 29 Muslim worshippers (the minbar still bears bullet marks). 
Since then, Jews and Muslims have been restricted to their own areas of this divided site, 

except that each faith has 10 special days a year on which its members may enter all parts of 
the building.  Pilgrims and tourists may enter both areas. 

The city of Hebron is also divided into two zones. The larger part is governed by the 
Palestinian Authority. The remainder, including the town centre and market area, is occupied 
by Jewish settlers and under Israeli military control. 

In 2019 Unesco named the old town of Hebron as a Palestinian world heritage site. 

(Continued from page 11) Tombs of the Patriarchs 

Our next trip to 

the Holy Land is in 

February of 2021!  

We leave on 

February 18 and 

return on the 28th.  

Watch future 

Sword Points for 

more info. 
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†  Men’s Study Active & Thriving 
 

"...these things are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 
name."  Despite the pandemic our Monday Men's Bible Study remains 
strong.  Up to two dozen men are currently studying the Gospel of John 
each Monday from 7-8 pm on Zoom.  Please join us in this verse by verse study as 
explore the depths of God's word together.  Click here to join in. 

 
...that a few details leading up to the marriage of Isaac and Rebecca are part of 

traditional Jewish wedding ceremonies? 
Before the bride and bridegroom stand under the "chuppah," a special 

ceremony called a "badeken" (veiling) takes place.  The bridegroom is led to the 
bride by two escorts and, seeing her, covers her face with a veil, similar to the way 
Rebecca covered her face before marrying Isaac.  Then the bridegroom (or the 
father of the bride, or the officiating rabbi) then recites the same blessing over the 
bride that Rebecca's family recited over her and which echoes the Lord's promise 
to Abraham and to Isaac: "Our sister, may you come to be thousands of myriads, 
and may your offspring inherit the gate of its foes."      - Genesis 24:60. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, July 2nd 

Walter Rauschenbusch, 1918 

Washington Gladden, 1918 
Jacob Riis, 1914 
Prophetic Witnesses 

 

B orn the son of a German preacher in upstate New York, Walter 
Rauschenbusch’s childhood was steeped in traditional Protestant doctrine 

and biblical literalism.  While attending Rochester Theological Seminary, he 
came to believe that Jesus died “to substitute love for selfishness as the basis of 
human society.”  For Rauschenbusch, the Kingdom of God was “not a matter of 
getting individuals to heaven, but of transforming life on earth into the harmony 
of heaven.” 
 In works such as Theology for the Social Gospel (1917), Rauschenbusch 
enumerated the “social sins” which Jesus bore on the cross, including the 

combination of greed and political power, militarism, and class contempt.  In 1892, he 
and some friends formed the Brotherhood of the Kingdom, a group whose mission was 
to open the eyes of the church to the reality of the Kingdom of God on earth.  Like 
Rauschenbusch, Washington Gladden’s ministry was dedicated to the realization of the 
Kingdom of God in this world.  Gladden was the acting religious editor of the New 
York Independent, in which he exposed corruption in the New York political system.  
Gladden was the first American clergyman to approve of and support labor unions.  In 
his capacity as Vice President of the American Missionary Association, he traveled to 
Atlanta where he met W.E.B. Dubois and he became an early opponent of segregation. 
 Though not a pastor like Rauschenbusch and Gladden, Jacob Riis’s “muckraker” 

journalism did much to awaken the nation to the plight of the urban poor.  
Born in Denmark in 1849, Riis arrived in New York City in 1870 as 
multitudes of immigrants flooded the city seeking work following the 
devastation of the Civil War.  Riis found a job as a police reporter for the 
New York Tribune, and his work took him to the poorest, most crime-ridden 
parts of the city.  Teaching himself photography, he combined word and 
image to display the devastating effects of poverty and crime on so many in 
New York.  His work led future President Theodore Roosevelt, then City 
Police Commissioner, to close down the police-run poor houses in 
which Riis had struggled during his first months in New York. 

https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
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†  Make a Meal - Make a Difference 
 

W e are quite overwhelmed with the response to our Make a Meal ministry.  As you 
know, we are now providing meals for four people, one of whom does not eat 

meat. 
Our church freezer is overflowing with meals and this week a total of 56 meals have 

been delivered. 
Thank you one and all for so lovingly cooking, baking, sharing, packaging, and 

purchasing individually portioned meals for the people we sponsor. 
Yesterday, Dylan Mello, our Northwest Region Missionary picked up more than 50 

meals and reported that other churches who have taken this 
model on 
following St. 
Paul’s initiative. 
 St. John’s 
Washington is 
assisting in food 
preparation and 
earlier in the day 
delivered a dozen 
frozen quiches.  
Delivery drivers 
from St. Paul’s 
Bantam have/will 
help bring meals 
to individuals as 
well. 

 Trinity Retreat Center in Cornwall is 
providing meals of the same model to the 
community of Cornwall in conjunction with the town social worker. 

After conversation with a colleague in the North Central Region, two churches are 
beginning to collaborate together to bring this same program to their towns. 

Dylan reports, “Great things are happening!  This is such a wonderful testimony to all 
the work at St. Paul’s and I’m so grateful to be collaborating with you all.  Thank you!” 

Such an abundance of love flows through St. Paul’s Church in Brookfield. 
 

If cooking is not your thing…please consider a donation of food storage containers that 
we can distribute to our cooks or packaged food items. 

 

Thank you all for supporting the Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference Ministry. 
 

Kindly reach out to Mary Perry or Pam Szen with questions. 
 

We also want to thank Dylan for submitting a successful grant application to offset 
expenses incurred for this ministry. 

 

Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

In just a couple of 

weeks we already 

have close to 200 

meal portions.  

Keep up the good 

work & Keep 

cooking! 

Don’t like to cook?  

You can always help 

by  donating food 

containers.  Contact 

Pam Szen for more 

info.  

Prszen@gmail.com 

 

I ndependence Day is Saturday.  Each week in 
our prayers we remember those who lead 

our country.  Take some time this week to read 
some of the other Prayer Book offerings for our 
nation, its people, and its concerns.  (See pp 816, 
820-28 and 838-40).  Part of a faithful Christian’s life 
is built upon prayer for self and others.  This week 
is a special opportunity to concentrate on the 
“others” part. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, July 2nd 
 

Moses the Black 
Poet, 1938 

 

M 
oses the Black, sometimes called the Ethiopian, was a slave of a government 
official in Egypt who dismissed him for theft and suspected murder.  He 
became the leader of a gang of bandits who roamed the Nile Valley spreading 

terror and violence.  He was a large, imposing figure.  On one occasion, a barking dog 
prevented Moses from carrying out a robbery, so he swore vengeance on the owner.  
Weapons in his mouth, Moses swam the river toward the owner's hut.  The owner, again 
alerted, hid, and the frustrated Moses took some of his sheep to slaughter.  Attempting to 
hide from local authorities, he took shelter with some monks in a colony in the desert of 
Scete, near Alexandria. The dedication of their lives, as well as their peace and contentment, 
influenced Moses deeply.  He soon gave up his old way of life and joined the monastic 
community at Scete. 

He had a rather difficult time adjusting to regular monastic discipline.  His flair for 
adventure remained with him.  Attacked by a group of robbers 
in his desert cell, Moses fought back, overpowered the 
intruders, and dragged them to the chapel where the other 
monks were at prayer.  He told the brothers that he didn't think 
it Christian to hurt the robbers and asked what he should do 
with them.  The overwhelmed robbers repented, were 
converted, and themselves joined the community. 

Moses was zealous in all he did, but became discouraged 
when he concluded he was not perfect enough.  Early one 
morning, St. Isidore, abbot of the community, took Brother 
Moses to the roof and together they watched the first rays of 
dawn come over the horizon.  Isidore told Moses, "Only slowly 
do the rays of the sun drive away the night and usher in a new 
day, and thus, only slowly does one become a perfect 
contemplative." 

Moses proved to be effective as a prophetic spiritual leader.  
The abbot ordered the brothers to fast during a particular week.  
Some brothers came to Moses, and he prepared a meal for 
them.  Neighboring monks reported to the abbot that Moses 
was breaking the fast.  When they came to confront Moses, 
they changed their minds, saying "You did not keep a human 
commandment, but it was so that you might keep the divine 
commandment of hospitality."  Some see in this account one of 
the earliest allusions to the Paschal fast, which developed at 
this time. 

When a brother committed a fault and Moses was invited to 
a meeting to discuss an appropriate penance, Moses refused to 
attend.  When he was again called to the meeting, Moses took 
a leaking jug filled with water and carried it on his shoulder.  Another version of the story 
has him carrying a basket filled with sand.  When he arrived at the meeting place, the others 
asked why he was carrying the jug.  He replied, "My sins run out behind me and I do not see 
them, but today I am coming to judge the errors of another."  On hearing this, the assembled 
brothers forgave the erring monk. 

Moses became the spiritual leader of a colony of hermits in the desert.  At some time, he 
had been ordained priest.  At about age 75, about the year 407, word came that a group of 
renegades planned to attack the colony.  The brothers wanted to defend themselves, but 
Moses forbade it.  He told them to retreat, rather than take up weapons.  He and seven others 
remained behind and greeted the invaders with open arms, but all eight were martyred by 
the bandits.  A modern interpretation honors St. Moses the Black as an apostle of non-
violence. 
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I am the true vine” (John 15:1) 
 

A  few weeks ago, the St. Paul’s men’s 
Monday night Bible study covered 

the first few verses of John chapter 15 where 
Jesus says, “I am the true 
vine.”  Afterward I 
remembered the state flag of 
Connecticut has an image of 
three grape vines with the 
state motto in Latin: “Qui 
Transtulit Sustinet” (He Who 
Transplanted Still Sustains).  
This is relevant in our time of 
pandemic & civil unrest with 
accompanying testing, 
pruning, suffering and 
anxiety to demonstrate the 
sufficiency of Christ’s grace 
to bring healing and 
reconciliation into our state, 
nation, and world. 

I used my googling copy 
& paste skills to put together 
a patchwork of quotes and 
existing sentences from 
different sources into this article for Sword 
Points. 

 

From Billy Graham 1988: 
Jesus said, “I am the true vine” (John 

15:1).  It was close to the time when He was 
to die, and He was having a last meal with 
His disciples.  He said some wonderful 
things to them.  He said, “I am the vine, you 
are the branches.  He who abides in Me, and 
I in him, bears much fruit” (John 15:5). 

When you receive Christ, He gives you 
the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit produces 
fruit in your life.  What kind of fruit?  Love.  
He gives you supernatural power to love 
even people you don’t like.  Joy is another 
fruit.  Joy in the midst of all kinds of 
problems and suffering.  There’s peace.  You 
have peace in your heart.  And then you have 
patience, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, 
self-control.  These are produced by the Holy 
Spirit.  And you can live that kind of life 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. 

 

From Wikipedia on the CT State Flag 
& Motto: 

The current (CT State) motto looks a little 
different than the 1639 version (c.f. Sustinet 
qui transtulit).  It was first seen in the 
colonies in 1639 on a seal brought from 
England by Colonel George Fenwick.  The 

meaning of the motto was explained on April 
23, 1775 in a letter stamped in Wethersfield, 
Connecticut: "We fix on our Standards and 
Drums the Colony arms, with the motto, Qui 

Transtulit Sustinet, round it in letters of gold, 
which we construe thus: God, who 
transplanted us hither, will support us." 

However, this explanation for the origin 
of the motto is questionable.  In 1889, State 
Librarian Charles J. Hoadly published an 
article, "The Public Seal of Connecticut" that 
indicated the 80th Psalm as a possible source. 
The article stated: 

"The vines [on the State Seal] symbolize 
the Colony brought over and planted here in 
the wilderness.  We read in the 80th Psalm: 
'Thou has brought a vine out of Egypt: Thou 
hast cast out the heathen, and planted it" - in 
Latin, 'Vineam de Aegypto transtulisti, 
ejicisti gentes et plantasti eam'; and the motto 
expresses our belief that He who brought 
over the vine continues to take care of it -Qui 
transtulit sustinet." 

 

From an article about an English 
churchyard: (https://
shadowsflyaway.wordpress.com/) 

‘I am the vine and you are the branches.  
If a man is in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit.’ 

In fact a vine and its branches are 
traditionally seen as depicting Christ and his 
followers, the Church and its faithful.  He 
also uses the analogy of the Kingdom of 

(Continued on page 17) 

†  The Vine & the Motto 
by Larry Creagh 
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others 
"attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and 
had no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even 
though we are all separated.  It's an understatement to say it 
was very comforting to come together during this anxious 
time.”   

Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know 
what to expect?  The services can be watched live or later 

online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (left) or tab 
on our website for more info.   

Heaven as being similar to that of a manager 
hiring workers for his vineyard.  The 
grapevine was also adopted by the ancient 
Roman Christian converts and appears on 
their graves and in their mosaics. 

Grapes are an abundant crop and are one 
of the earliest cultivated crops known to us.  
It bears fruit for the harvest and so is 
associated with celebration and good times.  
The artofmourning website has suggested 
that there is also an element of birth/rebirth 
with the representation of the grapes and also 
a connection with victory. 

‘The ripe harvest shows the promise of 
the fruits rewards being reaped and turned 
into the production of sustenance for the 
future.’ 

An interesting theory within the context 
of a funerary symbol as it hints at 
resurrection.  There is also the theme of 
sacrifice.  Wine, which comes from the 
grape, has always traditionally been seen as 
representing the blood of Christ and this is 
particularly symbolic during the service of 
Holy Communion within the Catholic 
church.  Also, during the Last Supper, Christ 
gave wine to his disciples and told them to 
drink it in remembrance of him. 

 

From an article about Bible signs and 
symbols: (https://jesusway4you.com/) 

Faithful Israel is portrayed as a vine that 
is lovingly tended by God, the vinedresser, 
and produces a bountiful crop (Isa 5).  The 

vine is a symbol for God’s providential care 
and steadfast love toward his people.  Yet 
despite all his loving care, Israel fails to 
produce a crop (v 2,4).  They refuse to act in 
justice and righteousness (v 7), and so the 
vineyard is left unprotected to make way for 
a more productive crop (v 
5-6).  This is a fitting 
metaphor for the 
destruction Israel 
would suffer at the 
hands of her 
enemies as a result 
of her sin.  In the 
New Testament 
this image is 
fleshed out in John 
15, 
where 
Jesus 
himself is the 
vine, and 
Christians who abide in 
him are fruitful branches.  
In both uses of the image, grapes not 
being produced is considered unnatural and 
the branch is pruned until it bears fruit.  Just 
as a grapevine should produce grapes, 
Christians should produce sweet spiritual 
fruit.  The presence of spiritual fruit is 
evidence of God’s blessing and work in the 
life of a believer, and the absence of fruit 
brings judgment and suffering with the end 
goal of bringing forth a harvest. 

(Continued from page 16) The Vine & the Motto 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 

button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 

you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 

to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9 am our John 21-12 group 
meets for lively theological 
discussion.  They have met 
continuously throughout the 
pandemic.  Join them at 
Theo’s Downtown Diner in 
New Milford, which has 
blocked off street spaces for 
outdoor dining.  

†  My Country, 'Tis of Thee 
 

"M y Country, 'Tis of Thee", also known as "America", is an American patriotic 
song, whose lyrics were written by Samuel Francis Smith.  The melody used is 

the same as that of the national anthem of the United Kingdom, "God Save the Queen", 
arranged by Thomas Arne.  The song served as one of the de facto national anthems of the 

United States (along with songs like "Hail, Columbia") before the adoption of 
"The Star-Spangled Banner" as the official anthem in 1931. 
 Samuel Francis Smith wrote the lyrics to "My Country 
'Tis of Thee" in 1831, while a student at the Andover 
Theological Seminary in Andover, Massachusetts.  His 
friend Lowell Mason had asked him to translate the lyrics 
in some German school songbooks or to write new lyrics.  
A melody in Muzio Clementi's Symphony No. 3 caught his 
attention.  Rather than translating the lyrics from German, 
Smith wrote his own American patriotic hymn to the 
melody, completing the lyrics in thirty minutes. 
 Smith gave Mason the lyrics he had written and the 
song was first performed in public on July 4, 1831, at a 
children's Independence Day celebration at Park Street 
Church in Boston.  First publication of "America" was in 
1832. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“For my yoke is easy, and my burden light.” 
    Matthew 11:30 

 

W hen we think of being good stewards, we may think that God 
is asking too much of us when He calls us to generously share 

our time, talent and treasure.  However, we must remember that we are 
not “owners” of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has 
given us.  All He is asking is that we give back a small portion of what 
He has already given to us. 
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†  Happy Birthday to You! 
 

S andy Chengeri celebrates today.  The fireworks will be for Amy Beck on the 4th!  Eric 

Cruger & Polly Sorentino open presents Sunday.  Chris Perry, Jennifer Perry & 

Emily Perry will be another year older and wiser on Tuesday.  Throw a virtual party for John 

Keenan, Kyle Crocker & Reyna Sampson on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“Hidden from the Wise” 
 

 Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

O ur Hebrew Bible story is about the arranged marriage between Isaac and his 
kinswoman Rebekah.  Abraham sent his trusted servant to his kinsfolk in 

Haran, as he did not want to select a bride for his son from the Canaanites among whom 
he dwelt.  The providential hand of God is seen in the prosecution and success of this 
venture. 

 Psalm 45: 11-18 
In this psalm for a royal wedding the queen is instructed to leave ancestry behind in 

preference to loyalty for her king, to whom she goes in procession. 
 Romans 7:15-25a 
In this lesson Paul continues to wrestle with the question of the role of 

the law.  Although the law is good in principle, without God’s saving act in 
Jesus, it only produces more sinfulness.  Paul feels two strong and opposing 
tendencies within his being.  Without the new relationship of faith 
through Jesus, the regulations of the law only causes the tendency to break 
the law to grow stronger.  Paul speaks of this as a tendency of his flesh, by 
which he means all within him that does not seek faithful obedience to 
God. 

 Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
In our gospel lesson Jesus compares his generation to capricious children, equally 

displeased by the austere message of John the Baptist and the inviting message of Jesus.  
Yet God’s wisdom will prevail.  Jesus bids all to come and find that the yoke of his 
teaching is easy to bear.  The disclosure of the divine will comes as God’s gracious gift, 
not through human knowledge.  Especially intimate is the relationship between the Lord 
of all life and 
Jesus - that 
of Father 
and son.  
Although he 
is the Son, 
Jesus is 
humble of 
heart and 
gentle. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"W here God Is in the Suffering"  To 

replay all our sermons, audio and 

videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  
Is there any here today reading 

this who have never been weary?  

Never had to carry a heavy 

heart burden?  Okay, you're 

free to go, this Sunday’s gospel 

is not for you.  

  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp9_RCL.html#gsp1
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

 This is the summary on the Biblical 
account of Isaac and Rebekah.  ... and she 
says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your camels 
too’-let her be the one you have chosen 
for your servant Isaac. By this, I will 
know that you have shown kindness to 
my master.” . 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Oxford; St. John’s, Pine Meadow; St. 
Paul’s, Plainfield. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Military chaplains, and all who serve this country. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Paul 
Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Stu Terrill, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe 
Sampson, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, and 
Diane continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Kosovo; the people of Syria; the Diocese of North 
Karamoja (Uganda) The Rt Revd James Nasak; and our sister and brother members of the 
Estonian Apostolic Orthodox Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus 
Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the 
UN peacekeeping service. 
.....F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Sandy Hook & Newtown, the recipient 
of our food basket collections for the month of July. 
.....Ingersoll Auto of Danbury, a marketplace partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Social Justice. 
.....That, in gratitude for all that God has given us, we joyfully return 
a portion of his gifts to help build his kingdom on earth. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, 
complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....The people of faith who surround us and for the family and 
friends, teachers and clergy who assist our growth in faith. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it fuses by 
itself (with God's help). 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchQuakerFarms/
http://www.reddoors.com/
http://stpaulplainfield.org/default.asp
http://stpaulplainfield.org/default.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kosovo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Estonian_Apostolic_Orthodox_Church
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
https://www.ingersollautoofdanbury.com/
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/prayers_and_thanksgivings.php#27a
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uva3RfGybiU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uva3RfGybiU
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

  

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, 
Lois Hunt, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/north-america/united-states/new-york/articles/statue-of-liberty-fascinating-facts/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/north-america/united-states/new-york/articles/statue-of-liberty-fascinating-facts/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

