
   

 

“For this reason I 

remind you to fan into 

flame the gift of God, 

which is in you through 

the laying on of my 

hands.” 

2 Timothy 1:6 

July 9, 2020 

 

 www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

Dear People of St. Paul's, 

It is with true joy that we celebrate the ordination to the Diaconate of our 

former seminary intern, Stephen Nagy, on July 18th!  The service will be 

held online, and we welcome all to join in the celebration of the laying on 

of hands by our Bishop, making Steve an ordained minister. 

We can all rejoice having been blessed by Steve's formation and ministry 

among us, and his new call as Missional Curate right down the road at St. 

Mark's in Bridgewater.  There he will serve with and mentor under their 

Missional Priest-In-Charge. 

We as a parish are privileged to continue to serve as fertile spiritual soil for 

God to grow and raise up servant leaders for the church and the world.  

Let's continue to identify the spiritual gifts among us and cultivate the gift 

of ministry in every season in our life together. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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St. Paul’s Friends, 

I would love to have as 

many of my St. Paul’s 

sisters and brothers in 

prayer and celebration 

with me, especially in 

that 1:30-2:00 pm slot 

for my consecration by 

Bishop Laura at The 

Commons. 

Also, I’m pleased to 

announce my call to St. 

Mark’s, Bridgewater as a 

missional curate starting 

September 1st.  I’m 

looking forward to 

exploring and joining in 

what God is up to as we 

work to build up the 

body of Christ! 

Please keep me in 

prayer. 

Stephen 

 
 

https://episcopalct.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M8NTGukvRiOOK3PT9_0OUw
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jul   9 -12:00 pm - Bible Study with Fr. Joe & Rev. Tara  (Zoom) 
Sat, Jul 11 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Jul 12    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 

  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
Mon, Jul 13 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Jul 14 - 8:00 pm - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Wed, Jul 15 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer with Mary Perry  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 2 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Sat, Jul 18 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
  10:00 am - Stephen Nagy Ordination (online link) 
Sun, Jul 19   
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  1:30 pm - PraiseMoves for Kids (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Esau Gives Up His Birthright 

1521 
Rensig, Everhard (possibly) & Gerhard Remisch 

Victoria and Albert Museum 
London, England 

 

"M ariawald was a Cistercian abbey founded in 1480.  The Cistercians were a 
monastic order established in 1098 in Burgundy at Citeaux.  During the 

Revolutionary struggles in France and the subsequent religious upheavals under Napoleon, 
many monastic institutions on the continent were 'secularized' and their buildings destroyed.  
The abbey of Mariawald was closed down in 1802 but 
fortunately its buildings, including the cloisters, remain 
largely intact.   However, the stained glass windows had 
been removed.  Each window had two panels depicting 
scenes from the Old Testament and two panels with scenes 
from the New Testament.  This type of narrative arrangement 
is known as 'typological'.  Each Old Testament story was a 
'type' or a prefigurement of a New Testament story 
('antitype').  The prophets on each window would hold text 
from the Bible relating to the Old and New Testament stories.  
For example, this panel shows the Old Testament story of 
'Jacob Tempting Esau'.  It was placed in the window just 
above that of the New Testament scene of 'The Temptations 
of Christ (Museum no. C.237-1928).  Jacob and Esau were 
the sons of Isaac. Jacob tempted the hungry Esau with food in 
exchange for his birthright as the eldest son and heir.  This 
event prefigured that of the devil tempting Jesus Christ with 
worldly goods.  The typological arrangement was popular in 
the Middle Ages.  The stories were reproduced in manuscripts 
and in engravings from woodcuts and collectively became 
known as 'Biblia Pauperum' ('Bibles of the Poor'). 

https://zoom.us/j/358925971
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/917116165
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://episcopalct.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_M8NTGukvRiOOK3PT9_0OUw
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/93388455689?pwd=TkErQW96OHJ6aERtZE9IaTNaQm10UT09
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-processquery.pl?SID=20170711804321289&code=ACT&code=act&SubjectBuildingName=Victoria+and+Albert+Museum&SortOrder=Title&=phrase
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†  A Family of All Firstborns  

 

"Not by works but by him who calls - - she was told: 
The older will serve the younger." 

- Romans 9:12 (NIV) 
by John Tuthill 

 

H 
ere's a strange thing, the Bible never seems to come right out and clearly say 
that there is any requirement to read...the Bible!  At first glance this idea may 
seem simply wrong.  Right?  But, a very nearly thorough search by this Sword 

Points reporter has not yet turned up an elusive verse commanding that we "must" read it.  
No, instead, the command from the Lord is to "rejoice" in what He has said.  In fact, the 
longest chapter of Bible (Psalm 119, 176 verses!) says in the second part to rejoice in it 
"...as one rejoices in great riches."  What the Bible is saying about itself is not that it 
commands dutiful reading & studying, not that there is a required do-or-die chore to learn & 
to memorize it - but instead, LOVING what it says.  Loving the faithful preaching of His 
Word, too.  On every page, it seems, God "sneaks up" on us with His grace - don't you think 
so too?  He provides in every chapter surprise-after-surprise about His loving kindness and 
about His great mercy.  The Bible over-flows with assurances and treasures in all of His 
words.  Oh!  And in Psalm 119 in verse 25 says that God's Word gives life itself: "My soul 
clings to the dust; give me life according to your word!" (ESV).  His words are "...a lamp to 
my feet and a light to my path," yes, but His words are what gives life itself long before 
even taking that first step.  So, as we step out saying every Sunday, "Thanks be to God!  
Halleluiah!  Halleluiah!" 

One of the complex surprises we'll see unfold across all of the readings this week is 
about the solution Jesus gives for every Christian's inner struggle.  In the Genesis reading, 

the twins Esau and Jacob were growing inside 
their mother's womb.  Already the two were so 
fiercely fighting with each other before being 
born that Rebekah, their poor mother, cried out 
to the Lord, "Why is this happening to 
me?!" (Gen. 25:22).  And God replied with SO 
much more information than she may have 
wanted, "Two nations are in your womb, and 
two peoples from within you will be separated; 
one people will be stronger than the other and 
the older will serve the younger" (v. 23).  Fast 

forward to the time years later when their father was to give his blessing to the firstborn, his 
wife Rebekah schemed to send in the younger boy, Jacob, to pose as the oldest and to 
receive the blessing from blind Isaac.  Rebekah calmed her favorite boy who was worried 
about being caught.  He thought he might be cursed if he was caught, instead of being 
blessed.  Rebekah said, don't worry, if that happens then, "Let the curse fall on me, my 
son." (V. 27:13).  And, it worked - although the deception 
itself was not necessary or trusting in what the Lord already 
promised.  The one who was not the firstborn son received the 
blessing that customarily was meant for the one born first. 

Here's the point (predictably): Jesus is the true "firstborn" 
son that Jacob is a picture of for us.  "He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation" (Colossians 1:15 
NIV).  For all eternity Jesus was firstborn (a position title, not 
created) loved by the Father.  But when Jesus willingly went 
to the CROSS He "humbled Himself" putting aside that status and saying by His actions 
(just as Rebekah had said) "Let the curse fall on me!"  Jesus took on the clothes (as Jacob 
had dressed up also) of wearing human flesh in order to live and to die and to live again to 
give you and me His own "Firstborn" blessings which He alone deserves - not us ("Non 
nobis", as Psalm 115:1 puts it in Latin and sung through the ages).  Surprise!  Jesus makes 
you and me members of "the church of the Firstborn, whose names are written in 
heaven" (Hebrew 12:23 NIV).  A family of all Firstborns.  Halleluiah! 

      Thanks be to God! 
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for three services 

at 8:00 am; 9:15 am and 10:30 am! 

Welcome Back 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person on Sunday, please 

review our safety protocols 

ahead of time.  You can read 

them by clicking HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with the 
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II 
Guidelines. 

Please Note: Since we are 

operating at 25% of our pew 

space, we currently have more room at 

the 9:15 am service.  Once we reach our 25% 

capacity, over flow attendance will be relocated to Crocker Hall. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596
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†  Conflict and the New Humanity 

 

Genesis 25:19-34  •  Psalm 119:105-112  •  Romans 8:1-11  •  Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
 

“I saac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren; and the Lord granted 
his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived.  The children struggled within her; and 

she said, ‘If it is to be this way, why do I live?’  So she went to inquire of the Lord.  And the 
Lord said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb, and two people born of you shall be 
divided; one shall be stronger than the other, and the elder shall serve the younger’” (Gen. 
25:21-23).  The firstborn, Esau, red and hairy at birth, grew to become a skillful hunter and a 
man of the field.  Jacob, who gripped the heel of Esau when coming into the world, grew to 

be a quiet and cunning man, living in tents.  Isaac 
loved Esau; Rebekah loved Jacob.  The sons 

struggled, the parents were pitted between 
them, a domestic disturbance symbolizing the 
rise of two nations.  God acted, and conflict 
was nearly promised.  Of course, this is 
perplexing. 

 “Do not think,” Jesus says, “that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; I have not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have 
come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes 
will be members of one’s own household” (Matt. 
10:34-36).  Mary’s Magnificat reveals an even 
broader social upheaval, and the words of Simeon 
to her suggests her own inner struggle.  “And a 

sword will pierce your own soul too” (Luke 2:35).  
Mary’s fiat was not a single undisturbed consent to 

providence, but an inner pain she endured in the 
gaping wound of her maternal love. 

 The soul, the family, communities, and nations are 
in conflict.  They are not to remain so forever, but divine 

action causes a kind of provisional sifting, a judgment, a crisis.  When the Eternal Word of 
the Father arrives as the implanted Word for us, the evil one comes to snatch the Word, 
trouble and persecution cause many to fall away from the Word, the cares of the world and 
the allure of riches choke the Word.  Until these conflicts and dangers are faced, the seed 
will not find good soil (Matt. 13:19-23). 

“There is therefore,” St. Paul says, “no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).  To whom does he refer when he says those?  “As many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male or female, for all are one in Christ 
Jesus” (Gal. 3:27-28).  While it is true that “the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead” will give life to our “mortal bodies,” this new embodied life is, in a sense, the 
disintegration of the sinful, false, and narrow life we all live.  “Sin-weakened” law rules our 
unredeemed lives and leads us to death.  Christ, on our behalf, deals with sin, bearing all its 
condemnation until none remains.  Jesus Christ brings forth a new, unheard-of humanity. 

Jesus is a new start after every conflict is faced, and every dividing wall of hostility falls.  
In the words of Karl Barth, “The whole realm of humanity is confronted and dissolved.”  
Beyond the realm of humanity, we find, in Christ, a New Humanity.  Vested in Christ, we 
discover the only real peace we will ever know, a peace reaching all the peoples of the earth. 
 

Look It Up 
Read Psalm 65. 
 

Think About It 
God is the hope of all the ends of the earth.  Open your heart to humanity; feel its conflict 
and sorrow.  Now put on the New Humanity of a new and everlasting peace. 

    - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461134696
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†  Lookin’ for Love in the Right Place   

 

“The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying, "I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; Therefore, I have drawn you with lovingkindness.” 

Jeremiah 31:3 
by Steve Hemming 

 

"L ookin' for Love" (click-on title to listen) by Johnny Lee, was a big hit from the 
1980 “Urban Cowboy” movie soundtrack where the memorable lyric “I was 

lookin' for love in all the wrong places” became a popular catchphrase.  Where do you go, 
when you are weary, sad, lonely, or afraid?  Do you turn to someone, or something, other 
than Jesus?  Are you looking for love in all the wrong places? 

We’ll never find the love we truly need in another person or from food, alcohol, drugs, 
shopping, sex, gambling, social media, or a whole host of other worldly pleasures that vie 
for our heart, but will only leave us addicted, lost, and broken.  Only Jesus can satisfy.  He 
is the One who can provide the comfort we seek,1 and meet any need we’ll ever have.2 

Where can we go when we are weary?  We can go to Jesus: 

• “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.  For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 3 

Where can we go when we are brokenhearted?  We can go to Jesus: 

• “The Lord is 
near to those who 
have a broken heart, 
and saves such as 
have a contrite spirit.” 

4  “He heals the 
brokenhearted and 
binds up their 
wounds.” 5 

Where can we go 
when we are afraid?  
We can go to Jesus: 

• “Be strong and 
of good courage; do 
not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the 
Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” 

6  “Fear not, for I am 
with you; Be not 
dismayed, for I am 
your God. I will 
strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” 7 

Where can we go when we need lasting joy in our lives?  We can go to Jesus: 

• “You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right 
hand are pleasures forevermore.” 8  “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide 
in My love.  If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept 
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.  “These things I have spoken to you, 
that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” 9 

Where can we go when we feel lonely?  We can go to Jesus: 

• “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with 
Moses, so I will be with you.  I will not leave you nor forsake you.” 10  “God is our refuge 
and strength, a very present help in trouble.”11 

Where can we go when we need to be loved?  We can go to Jesus: 
(Continued on page 8) 

 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DiCVEr15Sqo0&data=02%7C01%7Cshemming%40wpi.edu%7C7050049283864b8d821108d822cef03b%7C589c76f5ca1541f9884b55ec15a0672a%7C0%7C0%7C637297619473468100&sdata=0si9AFofKuMJ
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DiCVEr15Sqo0&data=02%7C01%7Cshemming%40wpi.edu%7C7050049283864b8d821108d822cef03b%7C589c76f5ca1541f9884b55ec15a0672a%7C0%7C0%7C637297619473468100&sdata=0si9AFofKuMJ


8  

 

• “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.” 12  “Greater love has no 
one than this, than to lay down one’s life 
for his friends.” 13  “But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 14 

Is there anything the Lord cannot 
provide?  When we seek Him for what we 
need, we will not lack any good thing!15 

 

Lord, your lovingkindness 
is better than anything this life 
has to offer.

16
  The next time 

I’m lookin’ for love, I’m going 
to look for you, for you will 
satisfy my longing soul and fill 
my hungry soul with 
goodness.

 17
 

(Continued from page 7) 

  1 2 Corinthians 1:3-4  
  2 Philippians 4:19  
  3 Matthew 11:28-30  
  4 Psalm 34:18  
  5 Psalm 147:3  
  6 Joshua 1:9 

  7 Isaiah 41:10  
  8 Psalm 16:11  
  9 John 15:9  
10 Joshua 1:5  
11 Psalm 46:1  
12 John 3:16  

13 John 15:13  
14 Romans 5:8  
15 Psalm 34:10  
16 Psalm 63:3  
17 Psalm 107:9  
  

Statue of Jesus – 

Eden Hill, 

Stockbridge, MA  

Lookin’ 

†  Shalom Garden Update 

Hi  all!  How are you doing with your 
at home Shalom Gardens?  Did 

you plant your seeds?  Are you growing 
other produce for our food collection? 
 Just wanted to share that Grady and I 
were inspired by the Shalom Garden idea – 
and Ken built a garden for us by having his 
brother actually be Ken’s hands and feet 
since he can’t be here! 
 We have vegetables, lettuces, kale and 
herbs (and the bean seeds) and Grady know 
that we are “keeping some and sharing 
some” with others who don’t have enough.  
 He goes out every day and checks to see 
if the vegetables (he says it with 14 
syllables) are “ready” yet.  We talk about 
God growing the seeds we planted and about 
patience.  And we pray for a bountiful 
harvest.  
 Let us know how your gardens are doing 
– we’d love to see pictures and know of 
your progress! 
 Shalom! 
 Mary and Grady 

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171443
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171486
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171537
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171573
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171604
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171641
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171668
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171705
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171741
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171774
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171812
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171842
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171876
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171907
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171942
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461171973
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=461172008
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†  The Shalom Garden Project 

 

VICTORY GARDENS BORN OUT OF CORONAVIRUS 
QUARANTINE - HOW TO PLANT A VICTORY GARDEN 

 

T he fight against coronavirus has been likened to a war - some have even referred to 
it as “World War C” - and it looks like wartime Victory Gardens are making a 

comeback.  Today, the goals are different but the interest in growing a little (or a lot) of your 
own food is still the same!  Let’s talk about planting a Victory Garden in 2020!  (St. Paul’s 
hopes to have a garden in place for the 2021 growing season to produce food to supplement 
the shelters we support!) 

During WWI, the National War Garden Commission promoted 
home gardening and food preservation.  They inspired students - 
calling them “soldiers of the soil” - to help plant Liberty Gardens.  
When it started to look like the US and its allies would win the 
war, the name of the gardens was changed to Victory Gardens. 

Eleanor Roosevelt began a new Victory Garden campaign after 
Pearl Harbor was bombed and Americans dug in once again for 
Uncle Sam.  By the end of WWII, 40% of the country’s produce 
came from backyard gardens.  Now as then gardening is positive 
and good for morale; it is a bipartisan act - not red or blue - just 
green.  Your garden can be your seasonal supermarket.  Lessen 
trips to the store and stretch your budget by planning meals around 
what is ready to harvest.  You will be providing your family with 
the freshest and most nutritious food, picked at its peak.  Way better than store-bought! 

If you have thought about growing a vegetable garden in the past but didn’t have time, 
while you are under orders to stay home and living on less income, take advantage of this 
opportunity to start a garden.  It isn’t hard and can be very rewarding!  Planting is a hopeful 
act and will give you a break from the news of the day.  Get the whole family involved and 
dig in! 

TYPICAL VICTORY GARDEN CROPS 
Vegetables were the largest crop followed by fruits and herb gardens.  About one-third 

of the vegetables grown during World War II came from 
Victory Gardens! 
 The Victory Garden was made of easy-to-grow crops, 
including fresh vegetables in season as well as root crops and 
hardier crops that could be stored during the winter.  Here’s a 
sampling. 
 Spring gardens: Carrots, lettuce, kale, onion, peas, radishes. 
 Summer gardens: Basil, beans (pole, bush, and lima), corn 
and popcorn, cucumbers, eggplants, muskmelon, okra, peppers, 
pumpkin, both winter and summer squash, tomatoes, 
watermelon. 
 Fall and winter gardens: Beets, broccoli, cabbage, carrots, 
cauliflower, lettuce, kohlrabi, parsley, parsnips, radish, spinach, 
Swiss chard, turnips. 
 Kohlrabi, Swiss chard, and kale were not common in the 
United States before Victory Gardens but Americans came to 
know these plants better because they were easy to grow. 
 Along with learning how to garden, Americans learned how 

to store their produce!  This meant education on canning and preserving your harvest safely. 
STARTING A VICTORY GARDEN 

Here are a few first steps to do right now: 
Choose a location that gets at least 6 hours of sun a day. 
Plan your vegetable garden layout!  For best results, put each plant in its proper place.  If 

you need help, try our the Almanac Garden Planner - free for 7 day 
Get a soil test!  It will give you important information you need to have a successful 

garden.  Definitely test for lead.  

(Continued on page 10) 

 

https://gardenplanner.almanac.com/
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was to many others 
"attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and 

had no idea it could still feel like corporate worship even 
though we are all separated.  It's an understatement to say it 
was very comforting to come together during this anxious 
time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your 
friends who may be looking for a church and don’t know what 
to expect?  The services can be watched live or later online.  Just 
click on the YouTube button 
(left) or tab on our website for 
more info.   

Order seeds.  Catalog companies are usually the cheapest source for seeds, plants, and 
supplies. 

In most states, nurseries and greenhouses are considered essential businesses and are 
open.  Go during off peak times to keep a safe distance from other shoppers.  If you call in 
your order, they’ll load everything into your trunk with no interaction. 

In planning your garden, grow what you eat.  Don’t bother with turnips if no one in the 
family likes them. 

How much will you use?  Don’t over-plant unless you plan to do some preserving for 
future use. 

Stagger sowing so it all doesn’t come at once. 
Don’t forget flowers.  They are food for the soul. 

GOOD ARTICLES FOR BEGINNERS 
But if this is your first experience growing your own subsistence garden, look at these 

posts on Garden Planning for Beginners and Growing a Pantry Garden. 
There are several posts for container growing and balcony gardens for apartment 

dwellerstoo. 
DIG FOR VICTORY! 

 The Victory Canning book from World War II is full of 
encouraging slogans like “Dig for Victory” and “Gardens Will 
Help.  Weed ‘em and Reap For Victory” and “Keep the Home 
Soil Toiling.” 
 The ultimate in food security is growing your own.  
Depending on what you decide to plant, in 40 to 90 days you’ll 
be eating well!  Get out of the house and into the sunshine! 
 Interested in learning more?  Check out this “Dig for 
Victory” garden community and connect with like-minded 
gardeners. 
 For more information about the Shalom Garden Project at 
St. Paul’s, please contact Carol Ferro: ferrora@msn.com or Pam 
Szen: prszen@gmail.com. 

 

Shalom 
Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

(Continued from page 9) 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.almanac.com/news/gardening/gardening-advice/10-tips-beginner-gardeners
https://www.almanac.com/news/gardening/gardening-advice/grow-garden-keeps-your-pantry-stocked
https://www.almanac.com/content/container-gardening-vegetables
https://www.almanac.com/news/gardening/gardening-advice/10-tips-starting-balcony-garden
https://discuss.digforvictory.org/
https://discuss.digforvictory.org/
mailto:ferrora@msn.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Israel, Revisited  

†  Ramparts Walk   
 

T 
he Ramparts Walk in the Old City of Jerusalem is a gem hidden from locals and 
tourists alike.  Hard to find, the Ramparts Walk is one of the most rewarding 
activities in terms of history, beauty and a greater 

sense of the Old City as a whole.  Reasonably priced, the 
Ramparts Walk makes a great trip combined with the other 
activities and sites found in and around the Old City. 

The Ramparts Walk is divided into two separate walks, 
totally just under two miles: the north side walk and the south 
side walk.  Both are included in the admission ticket and both 
have their differences.  The north side walk is the longer of the 
two and covers a far greater area, from the Jaffa Gate (on the 
west side of the Old City) to the Lions Gate (on the east side, 
approaching the Dome of the Rock).  The south side walk is 

shorter but ends at a 
more convenient 
location, the 
Western Wall (or 
Kotel as it is known 
in Hebrew).  The 
south side walk 
begins at the Tower 
of David (on the 
west side of the Old 
City, beside the 
Jaffa Gate) and 
continues around to 
the south side of the 
city, ending off 
between the Zion 
and Dung Gates. 
 For those wishing to explore the Old City at 
ground level while already up on the ramparts, 
there are several places along the walks where 
one can descend.  However, re-entry is only 
possible at the starts of both walks so be sure to 
plan accordingly.  Plaques set up along the walks 
made identification of landmarks and sites easy 
with explanations in Hebrew, English and 
Arabic. 

(Continued on page 12) 

Polly Sorrentino 
poses on the 
Ramparts Walk with 
the Dome of the Rock 
behind her on our 
2018 Holy Land trip. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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Our next trip to 

the Holy Land is in 

February of 2021!  

We leave on 

February 18 and 

return on the 28th.  

Watch future 

Sword Points for 

more info. 

 

From the north side walk, one passes over the Christian Quarter with the numerous 
churches and other Vatican buildings seen, sometimes below the wall!  These include views 
of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre and the Church of Flagellation, among many, many 
more.  The walk carries on into the Muslim Quarter, where mosques and minarets, as well as 
schools and playing fields, can be seen from a unique angle.  Crossing over the New Gate, 
the Damascus Gate, the Herod’s Gate and finally the Lions Gate, the north side walk covers 
a great deal of area and comfortable shoes should be worn as the rock walltops are uneven 
and can be difficult to walk on for some.  The walk ends just after the Lions Gate, 
approaching the Dome of the Rock mosque and either one can descend and explore or one 
can turn back (turning back and descending at the Damascus Gate is a great way to see a lot 
on the way back, including an Arab souk). 

On the south side 
walk, the shorter and 
easier of the two, one 
passes by the Tower 
of David and only 
crosses over one 
gate, the Zion Gate.  
The walk covers the 
Armenian Quarter 
and ends at the 
Jewish Quarter, 
before the Dung 
Gate.  Included in the 
sites are many of the 
Armenian churches 
and important 
historical buildings 
such as the 
Dormition Abbey 
and the Church of St. 
Peter.  Additionally, the stables of the Israeli Police can be walked over – the stables a 
flashback to the times of the old British and Jordanian rule (where horses were used for 
militaristic purposes).  Descending before the Dung Gate it is just a short walk to the 
Western Wall (Kotel) and the surrounding sites. 

(Continued from page 11) Ramparts Walk 

“The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word but then the cares of the 

world and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit.”                Matthew13:22 
 

D oes the lure of riches and material goods choke 

God out of your life?  Are you so caught up in 

earthly activities that you have no time for God?  

Gratitude and generosity are virtues that we should 

strive to do on a daily basis.  Every decision we make 

either takes us one step closer to God or one step further 

away.  What we receive at church every Sunday should be shared 

with others all the other days of the week as well. 

 
†  Men’s Study Active & Thriving 

 

"...these things are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in 
his name."  Despite the pandemic our Monday Men's Bible Study 
remains strong.  Up to two dozen men are currently studying the Gospel 

of John each Monday from 7-8 pm on Zoom.  Please join us in this verse by 
verse study as explore the depths of God's word together.  Click here to join in. 

http://www.touristisrael.com/tower-of-david-museum/413/
http://www.touristisrael.com/tower-of-david-museum/413/
http://www.touristisrael.com/jewish-quarter-jerusalem/6896/
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
https://zoom.us/j/709593513
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D ori McManus celebrates today.  Amy Beck & Peter Mullen open presents 

tomorrow.  David Palmer, Gayle Baldelli & David Shepley will be another 

year older and wiser on Sunday.  Throw a virtual party for Ingrid Pruss, James Keenan 

& Mia Iverson on Monday.  Bake a cake for Jessica Friedly & Sandy Chadwick on 

Tuesday.  Jim Miller will be expecting your cards on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 
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W hat kind of seed are you?  Are you being used up on the 
pathway of life, eaten by the birds?  Do you spring 

up quickly and just as quickly fade away from responsibilities 
and resolutions?  Are the thorns of life smothering and 
choking you?  Or are you laboring to be a “good soil” seed, 
creating a life that blossoms with care and concern for others, 
offers glory to God, and brings holy satisfaction to you?  Most 
of us will face all of the above in our life journeys, but we can pray 
that the final full one is that for which we will continue to strive. 
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†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study Summer Reading List  
 

T he ladies of the parish have been studying together many meaningful Bible passages 
during their Tuesday night Zoom Bible studies.  They are taking the rest of the 

summer off, but would like to share the list of scriptures they were studying with you all, in 
case you are looking for a good passage to read and dialogue with God about this summer. 

 

1. Isaiah 40:27-31    -    Those who wait for the Lord 

2. Revelation 1:4-8    -    The throne of God 

3. Exodus 14:13-18    -    The crossing of the Red Sea 

4. Romans 8:18-25    -    From suffering to hope 

5. Judges 6:7-16    -    Gideon’s response to God’s call 

6. 3rd John 2-11 & 2nd John    -    Walk in the Truth 

7. Job 23:1-10    -    Job’s response to his trials 

8. Matthew 5:1-12    -    The Beatitudes 

9. Ezekiel 34:11-24    -    God the Great Shepherd 

10. 2nd Corinthians 4:16-5:10    -    Living by faith 

11. Deuteronomy 6:1-15    -    Shema: Hear O Israel 

12. Colossians 1:15-23    -    Supremacy of Christ 

13. 2nd Kings 19:9-11, 14-19, 32-35    -    Hezekiah’s prayer 

14. 1st John 1:5-2:6    -    God is Light 
 

Please contact Carol Wheeler with any questions, mobile (203) 525-0011 or 
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

This study will take some time off in July and August and resume again in September. 

†  Next Food Collection Drive 

- Wednesday July 15th 

S t. Paul’s continues to support our 

neighbors with our bi-weekly food 

collection.  July 15th is the next date. 

 If you would like to volunteer to help, 

contact Pam Szen.  Two trucks are needed.  

We have delivered a dozen total truckloads 

in previous collections.  Recipients in July 

are the Jericho Partnership and the 

F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry in Newtown. 

 Collection is from 11 am to 2 pm.  Can 

schedule in two shifts (11-12:30 or 12:30-

2).  Only five needed per shift.  Masks 

required. 

 Thanks all who volunteer, and those 

who donate food and gift cards. 

E ver stopped to ask yourself just what kind 
of soil the word finds in you?  Know how 

to find out?  It’s very simple, really.  Just take a 
look at your life - how much and what kind of 
“fruit” do you see being produced regularly? 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460657876
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460657932
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460657980
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658022
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658085
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658219
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658344
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658456
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658495
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658532
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658574
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658649
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658691
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658733
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=460658828
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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†  Make a Meal - Make a Difference 
 

T 
he response to this Ministry has been fabulous and we even have leftover meals 
in the St. Paul’s freezer to cover the next distribution on July 15.  We have also 
partnered with St. John’s Church in Washington, CT and they delivered 12 

quiches last week.  
Here is a great big SHOUT OUT and THANK YOU to all of you who have answered 

the call by either making meals, buying frozen meals, baking cookies or donating other 
items for distribution.   Remember NO MEALS ARE NEEDED FOR JULY 15TH.  We 
have enough to deliver 56 meals. 

 This is an ongoing ministry as needed and anyone is 
welcome to join 
at any time.  
Please note that 
there is one 
criterion:  all food 
donated must 
include the 
ingredients.  This 
includes baked 
goods provided 
for dessert. There 
is also a need for 
meatless meals. 
 If cooking is 
not your thing…
please consider a 

donation of food storage containers that we 
can distribute to our cooks or packaged food 
items.   

Thank you all for supporting the Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference Ministry.  We have 
now delivered a total of 132 meals. 

Kindly reach out to Mary Perry or Pam Szen with questions. 
Thank you all for supporting the Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference Ministry. 
 

We also want to thank Dylan Mello for submitting a successful grant application to 
offset expenses incurred for this ministry. 

 

Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

In just a couple of 

weeks we already 

have close to 200 

meal portions.  

Keep up the good 

work & Keep 

cooking! 

Don’t like to cook?  

You can always help 

by  donating food 

containers.  Contact 

Pam Szen for more 

info.  

Prszen@gmail.com 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

“The Parable of the Sower” 
 

 Genesis 25:19-34  

E sau and Jacob are born to Isaac and Rebekah, but it is the second and 
younger twin who makes himself first, upsetting the established cultural 

pattern or primogeniture.  God’s purposes are fulfilled within the untidy and 
compromised patterns of human interaction.  Jacob deceives his brother 
Esau, who, driven by his appetites, loses his birthright. 

 Psalm 119:105-112  
Even in times of hardship, the psalmist is committed to following the 

statutes and precepts of the Lord. 
 Romans 8:1-11  
In this lesson Paul draws a sharp contrast between the mind set on the 

flesh, and the mind set on the Spirit.  The person oriented only toward 
this temporal world with its rewards and pleasures can neither keep the law nor 
please God.  Only through the grace of God in Christ can a fundamental 
reorientation toward God’s Spirit occur.  When God’s Spirit quickens faith there is 

no longer any condemnation, for the Spirit that raised Jesus from 
the dead now indwells those so animated. 
 Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Our gospel is Jesus’ parable of the sower, together with its 
interpretation.  The story by itself may once have been used to 
stress how surprising fruitful God’s power can be, quite apart 
from human expectations or control  With its explanation the 
parable was used as an allegory of the church.  Because of the 
work of the devil and human weakness and sin the word they 

preached did not 
always produce.  
But, in the right 
circumstances, its 
fruit could be 
anywhere from 
substantial to 
amazing. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"W hich side of the avenue are you going 

to live on?"  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 
You and I might not waste 

our efforts on the down 

trodden, the thorny, and the 

hardened, but God does.  

  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#OldTest1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp10_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

 On our trips to the Holy Land we try to 
offer time for the option of exloring the 
Ramparts Walk on the walls of the Old City of 
Jerusalem.  These walls were built in 1537 by 
the Turkish-Ottoman Suleiman the Great. You 
gain an unique perspective of the Old City on 
this walk! 

†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 
 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  The people that we lift up to The Lord are part of our hearts for all 

time.  Please pray for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Christ Church, Pomfret; Trinity, Portland; St. 
James’, Poquetanuck. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....ECCT and parish committees on investments, 
stewardship, planned giving, insurance, and 
personnel policy. 
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, 
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim 
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, 
Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Stu 
Terrill, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Robert, 
James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, and Diane continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Liberia; the people of Transnistria; the Diocese of Northern 
California (The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Barry Beisner; and our sister and brother 
members of the Gutnius Lutheran Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Sandy Hook & Newtown, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of July. 
.....AWA Medical Supplies, Danbury, a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership. 
.....The Unemployed. 
.....That the seeds God sows in our lives may take root and lead to greater prayer, 
participation, and generosity. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
.....The people of faith who surround us and for the family and friends, teachers and clergy 
who assist our growth in faith. 
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it fuses by 
itself (with God's help). 
.....Julianna, 3 years old, healing of a brain tumor.  Pray also for her parents, Patricia and 
Mikey, and concerned relatives and friends.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://christchurchpomfret.org/C:/Users/Office/Documents/Bulletins
https://www.trinitychurchportlandct.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-James-Episcopal-Church-Preston-108575605832085/
https://www.facebook.com/St-James-Episcopal-Church-Preston-108575605832085/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_sovereign_states#Transnistria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gutnius_Lutheran_Church
http://www.homelessshelterdirectory.org/cgi-bin/id/foodbank.cgi?foodbank=7055
https://www.awamedicalsupplies.com/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/30.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0foaUIbnhkU&t=63s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0foaUIbnhkU&t=63s
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim 

Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin, 
Steve Hemming, 
Lois Hunt, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
John Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley. 

https://www.rd.com/article/queen-elizabeth-cow-waterbeds/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

