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Start children off on the way they should go,
and even when they are old they will not turn from it.
Proverbs 22:6

A

s much as these months have been a challenge for each of
us in our own way, it has been a difficult season for our
families and in particular those of us who
have children of any age
in our lives. Solomon gave some
sound advice in Proverbs
22:6 - Start children off on the
way they should go, and
even when they are old they
will not turn from it.
NIV. The Message
translation is right to
it: Point your kids in
the right direction when they’re old they
won’t be lost.
Who doesn’t want to do all they can for anyone, especially children, to not be
lost in life? By each of us Stewarding them with Christ-centered guidance,
conversation and love, we can point them to them the abundant life Jesus came for
us all, including them, to have.
This Sunday our 10:30 Contemporary and Family Service will be outside and
casual - bring your own chair and have the children bring their backpacks so Fr.
Joe can bless them for the coming year. We will be masked, distanced and
outside in the fresh air.
Most importantly, the kids will see their church family surrounding them with
the love of Jesus and “starting them off on the way they should go.”
Can’t wait to see you all there!
May God be glorified in all we do!
Mary Perry, Warden and Steward

†

“This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.
You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your
generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.”

- Exodus 12:14 (NSRV)

Y

by John Tuthill

our sin, that is. Christianity has a wonderful "cancel culture" all our own. We
are alive in Christ because the debt owed for all our sins is "cancelled" - right
now, and forever. The inspired Paul the Apostle made this fact crystal clear
when he spelled-out exactly how the Lord went about taking on our sin debt to make it paidin-full, forever: "When you were dead in your sins...and in your sinful nature, God made
you alive with Christ. He forgave us ALL our trespasses, having cancelled the debt ascribed
to us in the decrees that stood against us. He took it away, nailing it to the CROSS! And
having disarmed the powers and authorities, He made a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them by the cross" (Colossians
2:13-15, Berean Study Bible). Jesus Himself
announced this even more clearly with His final
remaining breath, saying, "It is finished!" (John
19:30). The original Greek Word written in
John's Gospel ("Tetelestai!") means, "Cancelled",
or, "Paid-in Full." There is no better "Good
News" than this to be found anywhere!
This Sunday in the
reading assigned from
Exodus, chapter 12
and verses 1-14, we
will hear about the first "Passover" as God saved His people
from slavery in Egypt. God gave strictly clear instructions that a
lamb for each family was to be feasted on and its blood painted
onto the door posts (top, side and side - kind of in a cross
shape!). God's instruction specified
that the whole animal was to be
entirely consumed, "Do not leave
any of it until the next morning" (v.
10). By physically consuming the
whole offering, this was a total and
complete way for each person to
identify fully with the sacrifice God
provided and guided them to eat.
And "Christ, our Passover," Jesus
said in John 6:53-56, needs to be
likewise eaten. Counterintuitively, the life-giving nourishment
for us is provided in His death. Savoring the death of Jesus in
our place to pay for our all our sins is the feast God lovingly provided for your soul and
mine. By it, we take His eternal life in as a Gospel Feast and live.
Thanks be to God!

How old was the passover lamb selected for each
family to be?
a) 1 year b) 2 years c) 3 years
Exodus 12:4-5 NIV
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, August 29th

The Beheading of St. John the Baptist
All four Gospels give an account of John the Baptist as a prophet and preacher whose
ministry created expectation and awakened a wave of repentance leading to baptism
among many different groups of people. Two Sundays in Advent focus on that
preaching and the First promise that been integral to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry,
John’s death was part of the turning point as the narratives turn towards Jerusalem and
the cross.
John’s role as the one who points towards Jesus and who baptizes him, the family
connections that Luke’s birth narratives relates, and the role that John plays in the
spiritual life of the people gives weight to his death which, like his preaching,
foreshadowed Jesus’ ministry and his death.
This feast, along with the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, found its place
in the church’s calendar very early.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Sep 5

- 7:30 am
10:00 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

-

12:00 pm
- 8:00 am
7:15 pm
Wed, Sep 9 -10:00 am
11 - 1 pm
Sat, Sep 12 - 7:30 am
10:30 am
Sun, Sep 13
- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Ante-Communion &
Blessing of the Backpacks (YouTube Live)
What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow
Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
Drive-Thru Food Collection
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

-

Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)

Sun, Sep 6

Tue, Sep 8

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† Maintaining Bonds of Peace
Exodus 12:1-14 • Psalm 149 • Romans 13:8-14 • Matthew 18:15-20

A

disciplinary rubric states, “If a priest knows that a person who is living a
notoriously evil life intends to come to Communion, the priest shall speak to that
person privately, and tell him that he may not come to the Holy Table until he has
given clear proof of repentance and amendment of life” (BCP, p. 409). The same instruction
applies when the offense is against a neighbor or a
scandal to members of the congregation. Additionally,
the priest may exercise a similar discipline if “there is
hatred between members of the congregation.”
Although rarely used, the general intention of this
rubric should at least be considered.
The “Exhortation” in The Book of Common Prayer
explains the seriousness of Holy Communion. “For, as
the benefit is great, if with penitent hearts and living
faith we receive the holy Sacrament, so is the danger
great, if we receive it improperly, not recognizing the
Lord’s Body. Judge yourselves, therefore lest you be
judged by the Lord” (BCP, p. 316). This call to selfexamination and the disciplinary rubric above highlight
and protect the very purpose of Holy Communion.
“For in these holy Mysteries we are made one with
Christ, and Christ with us; we are made one body with
him, and members one of another.” Notorious evil and
hatred among members of the community are serious
offenses to the mystical body of Christ.
The gospel reading from St. Matthew likely
addressed church discipline at the time the gospel was
composed. “If another member of the church sins
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens
to you, you have gained that one” (Matt. 18:15). If he refuses to listen, one or two witnesses
are to confirm the charge. If he still refuses, he is to be brought before the community, and,
if he refuses to hear the church, he is to be excommunicated as a Gentile and a tax-collector.
The final exclusion, however, may be softened by considering Jesus’s ministry precisely to
Gentiles and tax-collectors. A later reconciliation may still be in view. These instructions
do not intend to humiliate a member of the body. Instead, they are to help that member
“listen” to the truth and “gain” him as a restored member of the community. Although harsh
by modern church standards, the goal was to save and restore the member in the bonds of
peace essential to the church community.
Every parish church and every parish priest ought to be vigilant in keeping the peace.
While some measure of conflict and discord is normal and even healthy, too much of a good
thing can spoil a parish. Conflicts and animosities of a dangerous sort should be addressed
early. This requires incredible sensitivity and prudence, especially on the part of the priest.
A priest must know when to be serious, light-hearted, willing to speak, ready to listen.
There are laity who have gifts in this area as well.
Why is church discipline, or, at least, the effort to maintain bonds of affection in a parish
community so important? One answer is this: We are in a hurry! We cannot squander time
with evil and hatred. “Now is the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let
us lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light” (Rom. 13:11-13). Like the
children of Israel eating their Passover in haste, we hurry toward the peaceable kingdom (Ex.
12:11). The peace of the Lord be always with you.
Look It Up:
Read Psalm 149.
Think About It
We sing a new song together.
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- from The Living Church, 2020

† David Todd Baskett
1932 - 2020
Dear Family of St. Paul's,

T

ogether, we mourn the loss of our brother, David Baskett. At the same time, we
rejoice that he is now in the nearer presence of God, and at perfect peace and
heavenly bliss.
Several years ago, David and his wife, Phyllis, after many years among us as dedicated
servants of the Lord, relocated to Pennsylvania. On occasion, Phyllis and David would
come back to visit us on a Sunday morning, and what a joy it was to see them enveloped by
their parish family, as if they had never left us. These moments provided us a foretaste of
heaven, where our being reunited with those who have gone before us in resurrection faith is
a seamless promise of perfect unity and love in Christ.
As we anticipate placing David's ashes in our
Memorial Garden, the following prayer will be
offered in recognition of the joyful expectation of
being reunited in eternal life:
Grant, O Lord, to all who are bereaved the spirit
of faith and courage, that they may have strength to
meet the days to come with steadfastness and
patience; not sorrowing as those without hope, but in
thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and
in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those
they love. And this we ask in the Name of Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.
Please keep Phyllis and family in your prayers,
and a date for David's Interment will be forthcoming.
Faithfully,
Fr. Joe

Click here for link to his obit.

† September

S

eptember is the ninth month, but the word September actually means “seventh
month.” Before the time of Julius Caesar the Roman year had ten months. The first
month was March, which made September the seventh month. There were no January or
February on the calendar (something many New Englanders would approve of!). Calendars
were used mainly by farmers, who weren’t interested in
keeping track of time during the winter, when there was little
to do. So during winter people lost track of days until their
leaders announced the start of a new year each spring.
Julius Caesar reformed the calendar. Winter months were
added. Now the year began on the first of January, not March.
But the old names for the months continued to be used.
Many ancient calendars have the years beginning in the
spring. For instance, the Jewish people mark the first month
of their religious year in early springtime, near the vernal
equinox. (The Jewish New Year [Rosh Hashanah], however,
begins on the first day of the seventh month.) In the Byzantine
Christian calendar, September is the first month of the
liturgical year.
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for “two indoor services
at 8:00 am & 9:15 am; and then 10:30 am we’ll gather in our
beautiful meadow for outdoor worship!

Welcome Back
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II
Guidelines.
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All students, teachers, and
educators are encouraged
to bring your backpacks to
be blessed for the new
school year.
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† Caesarea
ProphetsPhilippi
of Old
Friday, September 4th

Moses

T

Lawgiver, prophet
C. 13th century BCE

hroughout the scriptures one event emerges as most important in the memory of the Jews:
their journey from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land. In this great
undertaking, God was assisted by the great prophet Moses. No wonder the Book of
Deuteronomy describes him as “unequaled.”
The story of Moses is told in the Book of Exodus and the books that follow. When he was born,
the Jews were slaves in Egypt. The Pharaoh was so afraid of their numbers that he ordered all male
babies of the Jews slaughtered at birth.
Moses’s mother concealed him in waterproof basket and hid him in the shallows of the river.
Pharaoh's daughter discovered the tiny ark and fell in love with the baby inside. Moses’s sister, who
had been watching nearby, offered to find a nanny for the baby. In this way Moses’s mother became
his nursemaid. Over time she told her son about his real family and their sufferings.
Moses grew up as a prince, but he felt sympathy for his people. Once, seeing a Jewish slave
mistreated, Moses killed the slave owner. Then he ran from Egypt to save his life. Years later, while
tending flocks in the desert, Moses happened upon a bush that burned but was not consumed. God
spoke from the bush and commanded Moses to return to Egypt and to lead his people to freedom.
Hough Moses had no idea how that could be
accomplished, he obeyed. He followed the
Lord’s instructions day by day.
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let the Israelite
slaves go. One night, the angel of God passed
through Egypt, slaying the first born son of every
Egyptian family and even the firstborn of all their
cattle. The Israelites had marked their doors with
the blood of a lamb so the angel would see the
blood and pass over them. They ate the first
Passover meal in haste that night before fleeing
Egypt. The meal is remembered every year
during the festival of Pesach.
On their journey, Moses led the people safely
through many trial. First their lives were spared
when the marshy waters behind them closed in on
the pursuing Egyptian army. Then, when the
people were hungry and ready to give up, for and
water were miraculously provided for them.
They fought and won their first battle by looking
up at Moses’s outstretched arms for
encouragement. Most important of all, on Mount Sinai God gave Moses the Law for the Israelites.
Moses did not live to enter the Promised Land with them. But before he died God took him up to a
mountaintop where, to his great joy, he saw all the beauty and richness of this land spread out before
him.
On the Byzantine calendar, St. Moses day is celebrated on September 4th.

S

t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in
Portuguese! Our own Joe Bernardo
prepares a timely message that is available on
our website, our Facebook page and our
YouTube channel. You might want to check it out. Be
sure to “like” it and share it with your Portuguese
friends.
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† Labor Day
My God, Father and Savior, since you have commanded
us to work in order to meet our needs, sanctify our labor that
it may bring nourishment to our souls as well as to our bodies.
Make us constantly aware that our efforts are worthless
unless guided by your light and by your hand.
Make us faithful to the particular tasks for which you have
bestowed upon us the necessary gifts, taking from us any
envy or jealousy at the vocations of others.
Give us a good heart to supply the needs of the poor,

Prayer by John Calvin
appropriate for Labor Day

saving us from any desire to exalt ourselves over those who
receive our bounty.
And if you should call us into greater poverty than we humanly
desire, save us from any spirit of defiance or resentment, but rather
let us graciously and humbly receive the bounty of others.
Above all, may every temporal grace be matched by spiritual
grace, that in both body and soul we may live to your glory. Amen.

L

abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the
labor movement and is dedicated to the social and economic
achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national
tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength, prosperity and well-being of
our country.
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New
York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor
Union held their second Labor Day holiday just a year later. In 1884, the first Monday in
September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed. The idea spread with the
growth of labor organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial
centers of the country.
The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in
the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and
esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a
festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and their families. Speeches by
prominent men and women were introduced later
as more emphasis was placed upon the economic
and civic significance of the holiday. Still later,
by a resolution of the American Federation of
Labor Convention of 1909, the Sunday preceding
Labor Day was adopted as Labor Sunday and
dedicated to the spiritual and educational aspects
of the labor movement.
Although Labor Day is a secular day, a number
of organizations and houses of worship express
good wishes for the day with prayers
9

† Saints of God
Thursday, September 3rd

Prudence Crandall

B

Teacher and Prophetic Witness, 1890

orn to a Quaker family in Rhode Island in 1803, Prudence Crandall was educated in
arithmetic, the sciences, and Latin at the New England Friends’ Boarding School in Rhode
Island. The Religious Society of Friends, or “Quakers,” believed that women should be
educated, and it was in the environment of the Friends’ Boarding School that Prudence Crandall’s
passion for teaching was first awakened.
In 1831, Crandall started a girl’s school in Canterbury, Connecticut, where she educated the
daughters of the town’s wealthy families. In 1833 she admitted to her school a young African
American girl named Sarah Harris, who wanted an education so that she could in turn teach other
African American children. The parents of the white children at
Crandall’s school were outraged and demanded Harris’s expulsion,
but Crandall refused and decided to open a new school for African
American girls.
Despite repeated attempts by town members to close the
school, and even t hreats to destroy it, Crandall persevered in her
labors. She enlisted the help of William Lloyd Garrison, editor of
The Liberator, the nation’s major antislavery newspaper. Through
his paper and advocacy, Garrison spread awareness of her cause all
over the nation.
However, later in 1833, the state legislature passed the socalled “Black Law,” which made it a crime to open a school that
taught African American children from any state other than
Connecticut. Crandall, who had received pupils from other states,
was arrested, jailed, and tried. She was eventually convicted, but a higher court reversed the decision.
Far from subsiding, the harassment she endured grew worse, and, fearing for the safety of her students,
she closed her school in 1834, and settled with her husband in LaSalle County, Illinois, on a farm. She
opened a school there, and worked for Women’s Suffrage and the Temperance movement.
After her husband died in 1874, Crandall moved to Elk Falls, Kansas. In 1886 a petition endorsed
by Mark Twain and signed by more than a hundred citizens of that state, expressing their regret and
shame over her treatment, persuaded the Connecticut state legislature to award her a pension.
Prudence Crandall died in 1890, and today she is recognized as the official State Heroine of
Connecticut.

† Treat Him Like a Tax Collector!

Y

ou may have a serious duty to perform fraternal correction on others in your life. If
someone in your life is doing something morally wrong, we have a duty to advise
the person about it. There are four separate steps to the process.
First, we must confront the person privately. This means that we must give a personal
warning of the danger. We should not discuss it with others, but go to the person directly.
This can be painful. We might lose a friend. But it's better than losing a life. It's a test of
our true friendship.
If this fails, we must ask others to share the burden of convincing
the person of his or her danger. We must choose reliable and loving
companions for this responsibility. The goal is not to overwhelm the
person, but to demonstrate how serious is the moral outcome.
If none of these actions succeed, the third session should involve a
pastor. The priest may be able to convince the person of the gravity of
the situation. Most pastors are trained to give some counseling or at
least to know who to recommend for the issues.
Finally, if he person ignores all of these pleas, Jesus counsels a form
of what might be called excommunication. There are times when we
have to be firm. It's never easy to stop communication with someone
we care about. It's called "tough love" and should always be the last resort. Of course it
must never mean slamming the door shut. The object is to help a friend come back to God.
In Biblical times tax collectors were mercenaries who colluded with the occupation
forces. They were shunned by other Jews.
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† Grace Upon Grace
“From His fullness we have all received grace upon grace.”

John 1:16

by Steve Hemming

R

ecently, I was given the opportunity to spend some quality time with the Lord at
the Wachusetts Reservoir, in West Boylston, MA. During our time together, He
revealed several things that deeply touched and healed my heart. As my
fellowship with God drew to a close, He turned my eyes upon five beautiful swans that were
meandering in the peaceful, tranquil waters right in front of me, where I was praying. The
swan is considered to be a symbol of grace. And the number 5 in the Bible symbolizes
God’s grace and goodness.

Abba Father, we receive Your abundant grace toward us today.
Thank you, Lord!

Photo taken at the Wachusetts Reservoir, West Boylston, MA – 8/28/20

Grady’s Shalom Garden is still producing
and he’s ready to drop off at the next Food
Drive this Wednesday!

S

ome people say
that they can’t
see or find Jesus
anywhere in their lives. In
Sunday’s gospel, Jesus
reminds us
that he will be
found
wherever two
or three are
gathered together
in his name. Sounds
like Jesus likes to be
among company. How
often do you gather with
others “in his name”?
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† Make a Meal - Make a Difference

Upward in focus. Outward in Mission.

† Next Food Collection Drive - Wednesday September 9th

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by the COVID
pandemic.
Our next collection is September 9th from 11 am - 1 pm. Recipients of the September
9th food drive are the St. James, Danbury Daily Bread
Food Pantry and the Jericho Partnership. The pantries we
provide food to are still in need of our donations.
If you have a home garden and would like to
participate in the Shalom Garden project by providing
some of your homegrown produce, Jericho will accept
fresh vegetables. Not all pantries will accept fresh
produce. We will accept fresh produce which will then
be delivered to Jericho immediately following the food
drive.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour
to spare on alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck
or large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen
prszen@gmail.com. We especially need a second vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The
pantries we serve are so grateful.
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Laura Daly from St. John’s Church,
Washington delivers Make a Meals
earlier this week.

Dear Church Friends: We have three separate food-related
ministries currently underway at St. Paul’s:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other
Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm. Our next collection is
September 9th.
Our food collections go to the
food pantry that we would
normally be supporting with
our Sunday morning food
collations, as well as the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury.
Shalom Garden Project - We sent everyone green bean
seeds! We hope those with home gardens will help
supplement the pantries we support by sharing their
homegrown produce. We hope everyone plants their seeds
and shares their beans!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference: this ministry is
currently
sponsoring at risk
adults in our
Northwest region
by providing homecooked meals that we store in
the church freezer. These meals are picked up by
our missionary or social workers and delivered
every two weeks. Meals will be needed for
September 9th to support this ministry.
Thank you all who participate in these three
separate food-related ministries: Volunteers,
Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners.
We are so very grateful for your support to support
our neighbors in needs.

† Art in the Christian Tradition
“Come, Lord Jesus, Be Our Guest
1885
Fritz von Uhde, 1848-1911
Alte Nationalgalerie , Berlin, Germany

F

ritz von Uhde was a German painter of genre and religious subjects. His style lay inbetween Realism and Impressionism, he was once known as "Germany's outstanding
impressionist" and he became one of the first painters to introduce plein-air painting in his
country.
In his work, Uhde often depicted the
ordinary lives of families of peasants,
fishermen, and seamstresses; children and
youngsters, as well as young and old women.
He chose both indoor and outdoor settings, with
detailed and ordinary surroundings, and often
natural colorful landscapes. In addition, he
frequently depicted Jesus Christ as visiting
common people, poor people and working class
or proletarian families in settings of his
country.
One of his well-known paintings was Come,
Lord Jesus, be our Guest (Komm, Herr Jesus,
sei unser Gast), of the Berlin National Gallery,
where Christ appears among the peasant family
assembled for their meal in a modern German
farmhouse "parlor." This work was especially
criticized by some Catholics who saw it as a
"desecration" of Christ, whereas R. A. Cram
wrote that by painting "Christ among the
common people here and now" Uhde had "built
up a most significant art." The religious content has been seen as "a vehicle for his quest to
endow his work with deeper meaning." According to the art historian Bettina Brand, Uhde's
work was controversial partly because "setting episodes from the Gospels in the context of
contemporary poverty ... suggested that the Christian demand of equality for all men had not
been met politically or socially."

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and
events is nothing new for St. Paul’s. We’ve been
doing it for more than six years. Now during the current
pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me
and my wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending"
from home. I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service
before and had no idea it could still feel like corporate
worship even though we are all separated. It's an
understatement to say it was very comforting to come
together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may be
looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later online. Just click on the
YouTube button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
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R

ich Baldelli celebrates today. Throw a virtual party for
Rachel Chaleski Tomorrow. Karen Brown will be
blowing out candles on Sunday. Joe Hock will be a year older
and wiser next Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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10 Years Ago

2010
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† Our Daily Bread

O

ur Daily Bread for September, October & November is
now available at the church. Copies are in the back of
the church. Or e-mail dszen@yahoo.com to have copy mailed to
you.
Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation
for each day.

† Electronic Giving

A

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The
system is simple using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give Now”
button at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. After
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions
to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

A

suggestion for this Labor Day weekend: As
a way of being always thankful for God’s
many gifts, read the
Litanies of Thanksgiving
in our Prayer Book particularly number 2 on
page 836, and number 5
on page 838 - they are
good reminders for all of
us.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 am our John 21-12 group
meets for lively theological
discussion. They have met
continuously throughout the
pandemic. Join them at
Theo’s Downtown Diner in
New Milford, which has
indoor and outdoor dining.
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What was to be in the Israelite's
hand as they ate the passover
meal?
a) Spoon
b) Yeast
c) Staff
Exodus
12:11 NIV

† Israel, Revisited 

T

† Shrine of the Book 

he Shrine of the Book in Jerusalem uses quirky contemporary architecture to
house and display ancient manuscripts including the first Dead Sea Scrolls to be
discovered.
The building’s white-tiled dome is shaped like the
lid of the first jar in which the scrolls were found at
Qumran. In contrast nearby stands a black basalt
wall. The black-white imagery symbolizes the theme
of one of the scrolls - The War of the Sons of Light
Against the Sons of Darkness.
The rest of the structure, two-thirds of it below
ground level, recalls the caves in which the scrolls
were found.
The Shrine of the Book is a wing of the Israel
Museum in western Jerusalem. Also on the
Dome of Shrine of the Book, kept cool by water sprays
museum’s campus is an extensive outdoor Second
Temple Model of Jerusalem in AD 66, before its
destruction by the Romans.
The Shrine of the Book holds
all seven of the scrolls found in
Inside the main exhibition hall of
what is called Cave 1 at Qumran,
Shrine of the Book.
near the Dead Sea. They are Isaiah
A, Isaiah B, the Habakkuk
Commentary, the Thanksgiving
Our next trip to
Scroll, the Community Rule (or the
the Holy Land is in
Manual of Discipline), the War of
February of 2021!
the Sons of Light against the Sons
We leave on
of Darkness (or the War Rule) and
February 18 and
the Genesis Apocryphon. All are in
return on the 28th.
ancient Hebrew except the last,
Watch future
which is in Aramaic.
A facsimile of the scroll of
Sword Points for
Isaiah, arranged around a huge
more info.
elevated spindle, provides a
dramatic centrepiece in the exhibition hall under the dome.
Also at the Shrine of the Book is the Temple Scroll, the best-preserved of the Qumran
scrolls. At more than 8 metres long, it is the longest of the Qumran manuscripts.
The Community Rule is the rule book for the group that wrote or copied the library of
scrolls - believed to be a group of Essenes, a strict Jewish sect, who lived an austere lifestyle
in their remote desert surroundings.
On every trip to the Holy Land we visit the Shrine of the Book.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Reconciliation and Unity
Exodus 12:1-14
n our Hebrew Bible lesson instructions are given, and the meaning of the
Passover meal is told: it is a remembrance and reenactment of Israel’s
beginnings as a people when they were saved out of slavery in Egypt. The details
indicate that several different traditions stand behind the Passover memorial.
Perhaps is was the Israelites’ attempts to keep ancient spring rites,
derived from their shepherding and agricultural backgrounds, which
Matthew 18:15-20
caused the Egyptians to persecute them. With these traditions the
Real churches have - or should have story of God’s judgment on Egypt and victory for the people has
real conflicts. The only real harm that
become richly entwined.
Psalm 149
will come to a church community is to
A joyful song in which the faithful praise the Lord and anticipate refuse to deal with conflicts. Conflicts
the victory of justice.
do not kill churches. Refusing to deal
Romans 13:8-14
with conflict kills churches.
In this reading Paul summarizes the heart of the law and urges a
way of life in full awareness of the nearness of salvation. All the
commandments and all human responsibility for others are fulfilled by “loving your
neighbor as yourself.” Disciples must recognize that the nighttime of sinfulness is
passing. The daylight, the time for new conduct and the following of Jesus, comes
now.
Matthew 18:15-20
Our gospel presents teaching about how to deal with sin and grievances within the
Christian community. The early churches did not have established codes and
regulations and had to fashion their own ways of dealing with such matters. Here
every effort is made to bring the sinful member to repentance. Failing this, the
individual is to be
treated outside the
church. Such decisions
are understood to be
ratified in heaven and
by Christ’s presence
even in the smallest of
Christian gatherings.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be
available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"I

f you can breathe..." To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this link
for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our Sermon
Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. God’s word tells us that those who love their neighbors have fulfilled
the law. Out of love and compassion for a broken world, let us pray to the Lord for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....L’Eglise de L’Epiphanie, Stamford; St. Andrew’s,
Stamford; St. Francis’, Stamford.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....Those involved in the ministry of education for
Christian formation in parishes; church school and
youth group directors, teachers, and mentors; for
adult education leaders.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos,
Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon,
Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Jack, and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia; the people of Chad; the Diocese of
Ogbomoso(Nigeria) The Rt Revd Titus Babtunde Olayinka; and our sister and
brother members of the Greek Orthodox Church of Jerusalem.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN
peacekeeping service.
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their Daily Bread Food Pantry, which
is the recipient of our food basket collections during the month of September.
.....Honda of Danbury, a marketplace partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That we go beyond the minimum required and give generously in proportion to what God
has given each of us.
.....Guidance.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....For those in our own town and neighborhood who are out of work and out of luck, for
broken families, for those crippled by debt, for those at their wit’s end.
.....Hayden, broken vertebrae and will be in a back brace for 3 months to see if it fuses by
itself (with God's help).

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Johnny cash reading
nt
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Music video by Noah
And The Whale performing
Give A Little Love. .

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that the Eiffel Tower
was originally intended for Barcelona,
but the Spanish city thought the design
was too ugly, so Gustave Eiffel pitched
it to Paris instead?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Jim
Castronova, Dot Crocker, Mary Beth Durkin,
Steve Hemming,
Lois Hunt, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
John Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.
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