
   

 

September 10, 2020 

 

W e are living in a difficult and fearful time.  Our lives have been forced 

into a ñnew normalò and so much of what we loved about our lives 

has changed, somethings maybe forever.  Will we ever be comfortable 

shaking hands with a stranger or hugging a dear friend?  When we pass 

the peace at church, will we actually touch each other as we wish each other 

the peace of the Lord?  I donôt know. 

One thing I do know, what we can all count on, is that our Lord himself goes before us.  He 

will never leave us or forsake us.  Rest in the sure and certain care of our Lord Jesus, now and 

always. 

 

Grace & Peace, 

Lois Hunt, Warden 
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ñThe Lord Himself 
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will never leave you nor 

forsake you.  Do not be 

afraid; do not be 

discouraged.òò 
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 À Better Plans 

 

ò...Say to my soul, òI am your salvation!ó 
- P  35:3 (ESV) 

by John Tuthill 

 

W 
ith the Red Sea at their backs and with the full-might of Pharaoh's army 
charging straight at them, "God's chosen people" are finding themselves in a 
very bad spot.  From every natural way of seeing it, doom only seems seconds 

away.  This will be the reading from Exodus on Sunday, Exodus 14:19-31.  God's people by 
every appearance are completely check-mated.  The full fury of those who had held them as 
slaves back in Egypt also burned hot at them for the ten plagues the God of Israel put them 
through.  But, a glance back at the previous chapter reveals a curious thing - it was the Lord 
Himself that deliberately put His own people into this 
impossible position.  As the old saying puts it, they 
were, "between the devil and the deep blue sea."  
Exactly at this bleakest and most desperate point, 
God's people become absolutely certain that they are 
mere moments away from being slaughtered.  They 
did cry out to the Lord about it (v.8), but evidently 
not in any expectation they would receive help.  The 
people very ironically said to Moses, "Is it because 
there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us 
away to die in the wilderness?" (v. 11).  
Astonishingly quickly, all they wished for was to 
return right back to being slaves again.  And, how 
completely it suddenly left their minds - what 
brought them to this place was their own cry out to 
the Lord when they were back in Egypt, they wanted 
to be freed from their oppressors. 
But notice!  What does God do for His people 

exactly at that most terrible moment - which He has 
placed them in?  At the very spot where they are 
feeling the most helpless and the most hopeless, that 
is the point where the only hope or help possible can 
ONLY come from God.  There can be no other 
Savior.  What a wonderful gift it would be today if 
we as God's people better gained this objective 
viewpoint of ourselves.  If we could grasp that this 
equally applies to ourselves in our own time, it would 
bring joy and peace no matter what happens.  Without God moving on behalf of His people, 
the natural view would prevail and only a horrible and dark ending as the result of sin would 

be possible.  In the Letter to the Hebrews and in the "Faith Hall of 
Fame" chapter (11) there is a stunning verse about these people that 
God saved with the miraculous parting of the Red Sea.  In Hebrews 
11:29 & 39 it says this about them (and us!): "By faith the people 
passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians 
tried to do so, they were drowned...These were all commended for 
their faith, yet none of them received what had been 
promised."  (Why not?)  "Because God had planned something better 
for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect."  (In 
Christ!).  When we believe in Jesus Christ for salvation, the Holy 
Spirit immediately enters our lives and no matter what happens or 
whoever brings whatever army to charge forward, as Romans 8:38-
39 says: "For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels or 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord."  Come what may. 

     Thanks be to God! 


