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“The Lord Himself
goes before you and
will be with you: He
will never leave you nor
forsake you. Do not be
afraid; do not be
discouraged.””
Deuteronomy 31:8

W

e are living in a difficult and
fearful time. Our lives have been forced
into a “new normal” and so
much of what we loved about our lives
has changed, somethings maybe
forever. Will we ever be comfortable
shaking hands with a stranger or
hugging a dear friend? When we pass
the peace at church, will we actually
touch each other as we wish each other
the peace of the Lord? I don’t know.
One thing I do know, what we can all count on, is that our Lord himself goes before us. He
will never leave us or forsake us. Rest in the sure and certain care of our Lord Jesus, now and
always.
Grace & Peace,
Lois Hunt, Warden

† Better Plans
“...Say to my soul, “I am your salvation!”

- Psalm 35:3 (ESV)

W

by John Tuthill

ith the Red Sea at their backs and with the full-might of Pharaoh's army
charging straight at them, "God's chosen people" are finding themselves in a
very bad spot. From every natural way of seeing it, doom only seems seconds
away. This will be the reading from Exodus on Sunday, Exodus 14:19-31. God's people by
every appearance are completely check-mated. The full fury of those who had held them as
slaves back in Egypt also burned hot at them for the ten plagues the God of Israel put them
through. But, a glance back at the previous chapter reveals a curious thing - it was the Lord
Himself that deliberately put His own people into this
impossible position. As the old saying puts it, they
were, "between the devil and the deep blue sea."
Exactly at this bleakest and most desperate point,
God's people become absolutely certain that they are
mere moments away from being slaughtered. They
did cry out to the Lord about it (v.8), but evidently
not in any expectation they would receive help. The
people very ironically said to Moses, "Is it because
there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken us
away to die in the wilderness?" (v. 11).
Astonishingly quickly, all they wished for was to
return right back to being slaves again. And, how
completely it suddenly left their minds - what
brought them to this place was their own cry out to
the Lord when they were back in Egypt, they wanted
to be freed from their oppressors.
But notice! What does God do for His people
exactly at that most terrible moment - which He has
placed them in? At the very spot where they are
feeling the most helpless and the most hopeless, that
is the point where the only hope or help possible can
ONLY come from God. There can be no other
Savior. What a wonderful gift it would be today if
we as God's people better gained this objective
viewpoint of ourselves. If we could grasp that this
equally applies to ourselves in our own time, it would
bring joy and peace no matter what happens. Without God moving on behalf of His people,
the natural view would prevail and only a horrible and dark ending as the result of sin would
be possible. In the Letter to the Hebrews and in the "Faith Hall of
Fame" chapter (11) there is a stunning verse about these people that
God saved with the miraculous parting of the Red Sea. In Hebrews
11:29 & 39 it says this about them (and us!): "By faith the people
passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians
tried to do so, they were drowned...These were all commended for
their faith, yet none of them received what had been
promised." (Why not?) "Because God had planned something better
for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect." (In
Christ!). When we believe in Jesus Christ for salvation, the Holy
Spirit immediately enters our lives and no matter what happens or
whoever brings whatever army to charge forward, as Romans 8:3839 says: "For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels or
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." Come what may.
Thanks be to God!
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, August 29th

The Beheading of St. John the Baptist

Women’s Fall Gathering

All four Gospels give an account of John the Baptist as a prophet and preacher whose
ministry created expectation and awakened a wave of repentance leading to baptism
among many different groups of people. Two Sundays in Advent focus on that
preaching and the First promise that been integral to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry,
John’s death was part of the
turningdate:
point asSept
the narratives
(Rain
26th)turn towards Jerusalem and
the cross.
John’s role as the one who points towards Jesus and who baptizes him, the family
connections that Luke’s birth narratives relates, and the role that John plays in the
spiritual life of the people gives weight to his death which, like his preaching,
foreshadowed Jesus’ ministry and his death.
This feast, along with the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, found its place
in the church’s calendar very early.

Saturday Sept 19th, 10-11:30 am

In the Meadow behind St. Paul’s Church

A time for friendship, sharing, and a
meditation from Isaiah 40

 Please bring a chair (folding chairs will be available) and a pen
 Would you like to being coffee or a drink?
 Masks are required when we are together, and we’ll maintain social
distancing for safety
 Friends, sisters, daughters, neighbors … all are very welcome

Carol Wheeler and Mary Beth Durkin co-leaders
Please RSVP on the evite link below. Hope you can come!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094DA9AC2CA7FC1-ladies

(Sorry, you must accept a helping of cookies ☺)

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Sep 12

- 7:30 am
10:30 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am

-

Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)

- 7:00 pm
- 8:00 am
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
Wed, Sep 16 -10:00 am
Sat, Sep 19 - 7:30 am
10:00 am
10:00 am
Sun, Sep 20
- 8:00 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm

-

Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow
Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)
Women’s Fall Gathering, Meadow

-

Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Traditional Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Ante-Communion (YouTube Live)
What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)

Sun, Sep 13

Mon, Sep 14
Tue, Sep 15

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† Release
Exodus 14:19-31 • Psalm 114 • Romans 14:1-12 • Matthew 18:21-35

“T

hen Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times” (Matt. 18:21-22). The parable
that follows concludes with a warning of punishment toward those who, having received
forgiveness, refuse to give it to others, “So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from the heart” (Matt. 18:35). Like the
earlier instruction about confronting a church member who has sinned, the overall intention
is “to gain your brother [or sister]” (Matt. 18:15). Unlimited forgiveness from the heart
restores and maintains the church as a reconciled community.
Doing this may seem a simple matter if there is nothing to forgive, or only some minor
irritation or inconvenience. The command to forgive from the heart, however, when one’s
heart has been deeply wounded may seem almost cruel, especially when the wound is fresh
and wrenching. A betrayal, a horrible injustice, careless cruelty, an emotional or physical
attack - simple honesty requires space for a full range of negative emotions, which, if not
allowed, will circle back with a vengeance, doing more harm to the person who has tried to
rush or force forgiveness. This raises the difficult question of what forgiveness is.
The Latin version of the Lord’s Prayer offers, I believe, a clue to the real meaning of
forgiveness, employing the same verb used by old man Simeon after seeing and holding the
Christ child. Starting with Simeon, we recall
that “it was revealed unto him by the Holy
Ghost, that he would not see death, before he
had seen the Lord’s Christ” (Luke 2:26). Here
is the crucial part, the beautiful moment when
Simeon holds and blesses Jesus, and then asks
to be “set free.” As translated in Rite I, this
line is a request, “Lord, now lettest thou thy
servant go in peace.” In Rite II, the verb is
rendered in the perfect tense, with
“nunc” (now) emphasizing a present action.
“Lord, you now have set your servant free.”
The Latin employs the simple present: “Now
you set free your servant, Lord” [Nunc
dimittis servum tuum, Domine]. God is the
subject and God sets free. This has everything
to do with forgiveness.
In the Lord’s Prayer, we say, “Forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us” [dimitte nobis debita nostra, sicut et nos demittimus debitoribus nostris]. The
same Latin verb, dimitto, is used. “Set us free from our debts, just as we set our debtors
free.” First, God sets free, and then, in response, we learn to set others free, not because the
offense was insignificant, but because the “release” or “freedom” occurs principally in the
heart of the one who was wounded. When we forgive, we are freeing ourselves from the
agonizing claim a wrong and the offending party has upon our emotions and thoughts, our
time and energy. This happens most commonly over time, after normal negative emotions
are allowed their place and expression.
Something happens, a release comes, life starts over as the heart slowly heals and
releases old wounds. Because forgiveness is the act of God, it cannot be forced. Like the
Spirit who blows where it will, forgiveness comes in its own time and in its own way. When
we forgive, we are free. We free ourselves, though, of course, God provides the release, and
we release our offenders so that life can start anew.
Look It Up:
Read Matthew 18:35.
Think About It
“From your heart” is the work of God.
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- from The Living Church, 2020

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, September 14th

T

Holy Cross Day

he historian Eusebius, in his Life of Constantine, tells how
that emperor ordered the erection of a complex of
buildings in Jerusalem “on a scale of imperial magnificence,” to
set forth as “an object of
attraction and veneration
to all, the blessed place of
our Savior’s resurrection.”
The overall supervision of
the work - on the site
where the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre now
stands - was entrusted to
Constantine’s mother, the empress Helena. In Jesus’ time, the hill of Calvary had stood
outside the city; but when the Roman city which succeeded Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina, was
built, the hill was buried under tons of fill. It was during the excavations directed by Helena
that a relic, believed to be that of
the true cross, was discovered.
Constantine’s shrine included
two principal buildings: a large
basilica, used for the Liturgy of the
Word, and a circular church,
known as “The Resurrection” - its
Altar placed on the site of the tomb
- which was used for the Liturgy of
the Table, and for the singing of
the Daily Office.
Toward one side of the
courtyard which separated the two
buildings, and through which the
faithful had to pass on their way
from Word to Sacrament, the
exposed top of Calvary’s hill was
visible. It was there that the
solemn veneration of the cross took place on Good Friday; and it was there that the
congregation gathered daily for a final prayer
and dismissal after Vespers.
The dedication of the buildings was
completed on September 14, 335, the seventh
month of the Roman calendar, a date suggested

by the account of the
dedication of
Solomon’s temple in
the same city, in the
seventh month of
the Jewish Calendar,
hundreds of years
before (2 Chronicles
7:8–10).
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for indoor services
at 8:00 am, 9:15 am, and 10:30 am!

Welcome
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II
Guidelines.
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† All of Your Heart
“These people honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.”

Matthew 15:8

I

by Steve Hemming

1

n whatever you do, do you do it heartily, as to the Lord? Do you give God your
whole heart in every way you relate to Him? Or, are your efforts towards Him halfhearted?
If someone does something in a half-hearted manner, they do it without any genuine
effort, spirit, interest, or enthusiasm. Their heart is not really in what they are doing.
The Lord knows the depth and degree of our true devotion towards Him, for He is ever
looking at our hearts2 and searching them.3 He can see right through our external facade.
Remember what Jesus spoke out against the Laodicean church in the book of Revelation?
"I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot.
So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My
mouth." 4
A half-hearted effort will not satisfy our Lord. For the eyes of
the LORD roam to and fro over all the earth, to show Himself
strong on behalf of those whose hearts are fully devoted to Him. 5
By reading His word, we can identify where God requires us to
give Him all of our heart, not just a portion of it.
SEEK "And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me
with all your heart." 6
REPENT "Now, therefore," says the Lord, "Turn to Me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." So, rend
your heart, and not your garments; Return to the Lord your God,
for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from
doing harm." 7
LOVE "Jesus said to
him, "'You shall love
the Lord your God
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
and with all your
mind." 8
TRUST "Trust in the Lord
with all your heart,
and lean not on your
own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths." 9
SERVE "But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of
the Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His
commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your
soul." 10
Are you giving God all of your heart? Or, are you giving Him a half-hearted effort?

"I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, and I will
glorify Your name forevermore." Psalm 86:12
1

4

7

2

5

8

Colossians 3:23
1 Samuel 16:7
3
Jeremiah 17:10

Revelation 3:15-16
2 Chronicles 16:9
6
Jeremiah 29:13

Joel 2:12-13
Matthew 22:37
Mark 12:30

Luke 10:37
Proverbs 3:5-6
10
Joshua 22:5
9
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† Saints of God
Thursday, September 10th

Alexander Crummell
Priest and Missionary, 1898

B

orn March 3, 1819, in New York City, Alexander Crummell struggled against
racism all his life. As a young man, he was driven out of an academy in New
Hampshire, dismissed as a candidate for Holy Orders in New York, and rejected
for admittance to General Seminary. Ordained in 1844 as a
priest in the Diocese of Massachusetts, he left for England
after being excluded from participating in diocesan
convention.
After receiving a degree from Cambridge, he went to
Liberia as a missionary. The African race, Crummell
believed, possessed a “warm, emotional and impulsive
energy,” which in America had been corrupted by
oppression. The Episcopal Church, with its emphasis on
rational and moral discipline, was especially fitted for
the moral and spiritual regeneration of AfroAmericans. A model Christian republic seemed
possible in Liberia. European education and
technology, combined with traditional African
communal culture, and undergirded by a national
Episcopal Church headed by a black bishop, was
the vision espoused by Crummell. He traveled
extensively in the United States urging blacks to
immigrate to Liberia and support the work of the
Church there.
On returning to Liberia, he worked to establish
a national Episcopal Church. Political opposition
and a loss of funding finally forced him to return to the
United States. He concentrated his efforts on establishing a strong urban presence of
independent black congregations that would be centers of worship, education and social
service. When southern bishops proposed that a separate missionary district be created for
black congregations, Crummell created a national convocation to fight the proposal. The
Union of Black Episcopalians is an outgrowth of that organization.
Crummell’s ministry spanned more than half a century and three continents.
Everywhere, at all times, he labored to prepare his people and to build institutions that would
serve them and provide scope for the exercises of their gifts in leadership and creativity. His
faith in God, his perseverance in spite of repeated discouragement, his perception that the
Church transcended the racism and limited vision of its rulers, and his unfailing belief in the
goodness and greatness of black people are the legacy of this Afro-American pioneer.

† Vestry Person of the Month: Susan Champagne

S

usan has been a member of the St. Paul’s family for the past 8
years. She came to St. Paul’s at the invitation of a friend who
invited her to our Christmas Eve service. She stays at St. Paul’s because
it gives her what she needs in her life, and she is involved in our Family
Life and Sunday School Ministries.
An avid crafter, she lives in Brookfield and has two adult daughters –
Leah and Stacy.

S

eek not to grow in knowledge for the sake of applause and to enable
you to dispute with others; but seek it for the benefit of your souls. Jonathan Edwards
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Tuesday
Nights at 7 pm

† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study
Attention all ladies!
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study will start up again next Tuesday, September 15th and
continue throughout the Fall on Tuesday nights as before on Zoom from 7-8:00 pm.
All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!!
This Tuesday Fr. Joe will be with us on Zoom and has an introductory talk to give us
background and understanding of our study, Isaiah chapters 40-55.
Don’t miss it!
We will study a chapter of Isaiah each week as we gather as a community to share our
questions and our experiences and encourage each other. Carol Wheeler will be the
facilitator. We would love to have you rsvp for the first study at the evite link below:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508094DA9AC2CA7FC1-tuesday
Questions about the study or Zoom?
Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.
If it is your first time on Zoom, please call Carol and she can help you get Zoom on your
computer or tablet ahead of time and be ready for the meeting. It’s easy and free.
To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar).
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09

† Transforming Stewardship
“For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the
Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s”
- Romans 14:8

T

his is the essence of stewardship – everything we have and
everything we are is a gift from God. We aren’t “owners”
of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts that God has
given us, especially our very own lives. Pray to God, daily, and
ask Him how He wants you to use the gifts He has given you.
9

† Make a Meal - Make a Difference
Dear Church Friends: We have three separate food-related
ministries currently underway at St. Paul’s:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other
Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm. Our next collection is
September 23rd.
Our food collections go to the
food pantry that we would
normally be supporting with
our Sunday morning food
collations, as well as the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury.
Shalom Garden Project - We sent everyone green bean
seeds! We hope those with home gardens will help
supplement the pantries we support by sharing their
homegrown produce. We hope everyone plants their seeds
and shares their beans!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference: this ministr y is
currently sponsoring at risk adults in our Northwest region
by providing homecooked meals that we store in the church
freezer, which
is once again filling up!. These meals are
picked up by our missionary or social
workers and delivered every two weeks.
Meals will be needed for September 23rd to
support this ministry.
Thank you all who participate in these
three separate food-related ministries:
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers,
Vegetable Gardeners. We are so very
grateful for your support to support our
neighbors in needs.
Upward in focus. Outward in Mission.

† Next Food Collection Drive - Wednesday September 23rd

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by the COVID
pandemic.
Our next collection is September 23rd from 11 am - 1 pm. Recipients of the September
23rd food drive are the St. James, Danbury Daily Bread Food Pantry and the Jericho
Partnership. The pantries we provide food to are still in need of our donations.
If you have a home garden and would like to
participate in the Shalom Garden project by
providing some of your homegrown produce, Jericho
will accept fresh vegetables. Not all pantries will
accept fresh produce. We will accept fresh produce
which will then be delivered to Jericho immediately
following the food drive.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have
an hour to spare on alternate Wednesdays and if
you have a truck or large vehicle, please contact
Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. We especially need
a second vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.
The pantries we serve are so grateful.
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† Thank You St. Paul’s Food Collection
Mark Grasso, at the Jericho Partnership, sent along a picture of what we donated
yesterday. “This is notable because these tables were completely empty prior to this, so this
is all food donated by you folks!”
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J

oe Shepley & Dylan Mello celebr ate today. Thr ow a
virtual party for Ken Kast on Saturday. Michele Janofsky &
John Carlo Hodge will be blowing out candles on Sunday. Amy
Boyce will be a year older and wiser next Monday. Anya Gallo
opens presents on Tuesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
“The Crossing of the Red Sea

C

Fresco 1481-82
Cosimo Rosselli
Sistine Chapel, Vatican City

osimo Rosselli was probably the least talented among the masters who worked
in the Sistine Chapel. He and his team made four frescos: two on the life of
Jesus (on the north wall), and two on the life of Moses, on the south wall.
This fresco is also known as The Destruction of Pharaoh's Army in the Red Sea. Moses
leads his people through the Reed Sea by parting the waters. He is chased by Egyptian
warriors, but the sea closes just in time to save the Israelites. The pillar in the middle is the
"pillar of fire"
that God used to
scare the
Egyptians.
Kneeling
next to Moses is
his sister, the
prophetess
Miriam.
It is
uncertain to
whom this work
should be
attributed:
Rosselli, or his
assistant Biagio
d'Antonio Tucci.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and
events is nothing new for St. Paul’s. We’ve been
doing it for more than six years. Now during the current
pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me
and my wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending"
from home. I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service
before and had no idea it could still feel like corporate
worship even though we are all separated. It's an
understatement to say it was very comforting to come
together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or
Facebook Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may be
looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later online. Just click on the
YouTube button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
13
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10 Years Ago

2010

10 Years ago in Sword Points Sunday School was getting ready to begin a new year and
Larry Wanzer was taking breather from washing dishes at our Dorothy Day ministry.

Five years ago Our Beyond the Red Door Prayer Tent blessed many at the annual
Newtown Labor Day Parade.
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W

ho says
stewardship has
nothing to do
with anything but money?
This story clearly tells us that
stewardship and forgiveness
are interwoven.. Jesus
reminds us that the faithful
steward is the one who cares
so much for others that they
are able to forgive - even
when they might feel they are
owed much!

A

† Electronic Giving

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for
making your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from
your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program
offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our
congregation. There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be no changes if
you choose to still use your present method of giving. The
system is simple using the following steps below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give Now”
button at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. After
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions
to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

† Start Spreading the Good News!

C
† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday
morning from 7:30 9 am our John 21-12 group
meets for lively theological
discussion. They have met
continuously throughout the
pandemic. Join them at
Theo’s Downtown Diner in
New Milford, which has
indoor and outdoor dining.
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onsequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and
the message is heard through the word about Christ.
Romans 10:17

† Israel, Revisited 

T

† The Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

here are two spots in Jerusalem that claim to be where Jesus of Nazareth was
crucified and rose from the dead. The first is the Garden Tomb, discovered in
the 19th century, which seems to fit our Hollywood vision of what we expect the
tomb and crucifixion site to look like. It has a very quaint garden, a walk-in tomb, and a
nearby rocky cliff with a “skull face.”
But despite this photogenic garden, the second venue, the Church of the Holy Sepulchre,
is probably the actual site. No one can be sure of the precise location, especially when
Hadrian built a temple to Venus on the same area, after squashing a revolt in 135 A.D. and
demolishing Jerusalem. Later, Hadrian filled in the grave area and leveled the site for his
new city, Aelia Capitolina, which certainly enclosed the original Golgotha (an abandoned
limestone quarry).
Two hundred years later, when the new Emperor Constantine professed a Christian faith,
he destroyed Hadrian’s pagan temples, dug away all the earth that covered the tomb, and
built a church here based on his mother’s instructions. Helena, Constantine’s mother, came
to the Holy Land in 326 A.D. After talking to the locals about the traditional Christian spots
of relevance, she built three churches - the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, the Church
of the Ascension on the Mount of Olives, and the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. Despite
the current gaudy religious icons, and the dark and dank feel, most scholars agree that this
architectural hodgepodge is probably in the “general
proximity” of Golgotha, but no one is absolutely certain
where “outside the gate” referenced 2,000 years ago
(Hebrews 13:12). The gate was probably the Garden Gate
(Gennath). Crucifixions were intended to maximize the fear
of Rome in their conquered populaces, and were therefore
very public events. This means a main road where Passover
pilgrims traveled would be ideal, a main road where they
could hurl insults at the blasphemer (Matthew 27:39, Mark
15:29). The Garden Gate was choice because it had two
main roads, thereby doubling the public relations impact.
The gloomy church we see today has survived
earthquakes and fires, but it is not the original and larger
Constaninian church built here in 335 A.D. After the
Persians burned it in 614 A.D., it was rebuilt, and then 400
years later decimated by the Egyptian Muslims who had the
tomb hacked down to the bedrock. The Crusaders rebuilt it
in 1149, and it is this present building that we visit today,
which is maintained by the Greek Orthodox Church (and
shared by six other Christian denominations). There are
over 30 chapels inside the sprawling church, whose
architectural collisions (parts of Hadrian’s Temple façade

Our next trip to
the Holy Land is in
February of 2021!
We leave on
February 18 and
return on the 28th.
Watch future
Sword Points for
more info.

(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17)

Holy Sepulchre

mingle with Constantine’s columns) make up a shadowy world of chants and incense, but
don’t let the religiosity deter you from this must-see stop.
The chance to see the probable crucifixion rock is up a short flight of 18 steps (to the
immediate right after entering through the main doors). When you get to the top, a gaudy
altar and crucifix greet you, but look down at the base of it. Below the glass floor is the
original rocky ground where Jesus died. Archaeological digs confirm this spot as being both
outside the city (a new wall was built 10 years after Jesus) and close to one of the gates.
The second site to see inside is called the Edicule
(“little house”). The Edicule will most likely have a long
line of people waiting to enter this tiny structure. This is
said to be the traditional site of Jesus’ tomb, but the
Muslims decimated the cave in 1009 so it can’t be said
with certainty. It’s very close quarters inside, but a look
is necessary nonetheless. The best evidence for this
overall location is the other tombs inside the church
(found in the “Syrian Chapel,” just behind the main
rotunda). One of these incredible grave caves, carved
into the original bedrock, is said to be the tomb of Joseph
of Arimathea. At least four have been found, and all four
burial sites date to the time of Jesus…and just a few feet
from His tomb!
This helps confirm the region’s authenticity because
this “cemetery” is close to where He was laid, and
Golgotha had to be extremely close for his burial to
occur before sundown (Luke 23:50-53). In the upper
right window of the church is a famous ladder,
motionless now for over 150 years, and a sad reminder
of the divisive nature of religious rivalries between the
church’s factions who cannot agree on what to do with it
(likewise, damages from a 1929 earthquake to the church
took over 32 years to agree on repairs).
Impossible to prove or disprove, the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre is most likely where Jesus died, buried,
and rose. So despite the religiosity and debate, it is still
not to be missed when you are in Jerusalem. Remember,
you’re probably within a few hundred yards of where the
angel said, “He is not here. He has risen” (Luke 34:6)! .

“N

ot seven times, but seventy times seven” says
Jesus about how often we should forgive
others. How hard it is for us not to hang on to our hurts and
(real or imagined) “sins against us.” But if we truly want to
live our lives in God, we need to use His extravagant model,
and not allow the “energy leak” of nursing those grudges
and hurts to affect our own serenity and acceptance.

S

t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in Portuguese!
Our own Joe Bernardo prepares a timely
message that is available on our website, our
Facebook page and our YouTube channel. You
might want to check it out. Be sure to “like” it
and share it with your Portuguese friends.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Human and Divine Forgiveness
Exodus 14:19-31
n our first lesson we are shown how God delivered the Israelites from Pharaoh’s
pursuing army through a series of dramatic wonders and events. It is impossible to
determine the degree to which ancient storytelling has embellished the account of the
escaping Hebrew tribes, but it is certain that the success of the escape is attributed to
divine intervention. Through God’s evident intercession for the
oppressed Israelites, the people come to fear and believe in the Lord
Matthew 18:21-35
and in the leadership of Moses, God’s chosen prophets.
Jesus is calling us to give up calculating
Psalm 114
offenses and forgivenesses; and
A song of praise to the Lord, who has brought the people from
Egypt, through the wilderness, and across the Jordan to the promised
instead to have a forgiving heart; a
land.
forgiven heart; a heart for forgiveness.
Romans 14:1-12
This is a shift of ATTITUDE.
In this reading Paul calls upon the Roman disciples to live with
But it is not an "anything goes"
tolerance for one another’s scruples, recognizing that everything can be
done to honor the Lord with whom each Christian has a relationship.
attitude. Forgiveness actually stands
Especially should those who are strong and untroubled in their
FOR some things; and therefore, does
consciences respect the attitudes of the weak in matters such as
NOT stand for everything.
observing certain days and eating meat. It is possible that there was
tension in the Roman church between liberal Gentile Christians and
more scrupulous Jewish Christians. God, Paul reminds them, is the one to whom final
answer must be given, and the risen Christ is Lord of all.
Matthew 18:21-35
In the gospel lesson Jesus bids his disciples to offer a forgiveness which is, for all
practical purposes, unlimited, and he tells a parable about a man who, although forgiven
much, still himself had no
mercy. Jesus has extended to
all manner of people God’s
amazingly generous offer of
acceptance into the kingdom.
Those who have been so
forgiven must show mercy to
others. Their own forgiveness
my otherwise be revoked.

I

† Pick Up Your Copy Today!
Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be
available at the back of the church.

† Sermon Shorts

"W

hat time is it?" To replay all our
sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our
Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. Our God is a God of unity, not of division; of love, not of hate; of
forgiveness, not of resentment. With open hearts, bearing the pain of the world, let us
beseech the God of love, praying to the Lord for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....St. John’s, Stamford; Calvary, Stonington; St.
Mark’s, Storrs.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....The Province of New England: the Dioceses of
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont, and Western Massachusetts;
their bishops, clergy, parish and diocesan staff, and
congregations; Provincial Synod; all Provincial
Networks.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter
Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie,
Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Mike,
Barbara, Jack, and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Slovenia; the people of the Republic of the Congo; the
Diocese of Osun North (Nigeria) The Rt Revd
Abiodun T Olaoye; and our sister and brother
members of the Church of Iceland.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at
the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also for radical
Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus
Christ.
.....Michael for pr otection fr om mor tar attacks in
Somalia with the UN peacekeeping service.
.....St. James’ Episcopal Church, Danbury and their
Daily Bread Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our food basket collections during the
month of September.
.....All Nations Baptist Church, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That we recognize everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God,
including our very own lives.
.....The Answering of Prayer.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Johnny cash reading
nt

The first part of Exodus recounts
how Abraham’s family ends up
enslaved in Egypt. God raises up a
deliverer to confront the evil of
Pharaoh and to liberate the Israelites.
From Egypt, they set out into the
wilderness on the way to Mt. Sinai.
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... that the “Least
Interesting Day in History” was April
11, 1954? According to software
developers True Knowledge, the search
engine project that collects facts, and of
the more than 300 million facts it has
collected, just two occurred on this
date: a soccer player named Jack
Shufflebotham died and a Turkish
academic named Abdullah
Atalar was born.

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Mary Beth Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois
Hunt, Nicole
O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Jay Trott,
Carol Wheeler, John
Tuthill, Gail
Winkley.,
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