
   

 

September 17, 2020 

Dear Friends, 

L ast Tuesday evening we began a study on the Prophet Isaiah among the women of the 

parish.  Often called the "fifth gospel," the book of Isaiah provides us with the most 

comprehensive prophetic picture of Jesus Christ in the entire Old Testament.  It includes the full 

scope of His life: the announcement of His coming, His virgin birth, His proclamation of the good 

news, His sacrificial death, and His return to claim His own. 

Those well known words from Handel's Messiah, "Comfort, comfort my people, says your 

God," represent the beginning of this study at chapter 40.  Out of exile God promises His saving 

presence among Israel, and as our lively discussion explored, we too have comfort from God 

today through Christ. 

Jesus promised that He would send us the Comforter to abide with us forever (John 14:6, KJV), 

the Holy Spirit.  Today, we have God's presence with us wherever we may be as we call upon the 

name of the Lord.  No longer in exile, we are one in Christ, and one with one another in God's 

love.  Be of good cheer, and know the comfort of the Savior. 

Faithfully, 

 

 www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.” 
 

Isaiah 40:1 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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†  Have You Ever Been Unemployed? 
 

I 
f so, this week’s gospel may not seem as unfair to you as someone else.  In Matthew 
16:1-16 the landowner pays everyone the same: those that started early in the 
morning, those that were added on at 9 am, the extras that were came on at noon 

and 3 pm, and finally those hired at 5 pm.  On 
the surface this seems grossly unfair.  And 
most discussions of this text focus on envy, 
where the latecomers seemingly get a better 
deal.  But, which worker would you rather be?  
The early hires had the peace of knowing at the 
beginning of the day that they would get a full 
day’s pay and could provide for their family.  
Now the workers added at noon, while being 
unsure what their future held all morning long, 
at least probably felt during the afternoon they 
would earn enough to possibly break even for the day and provide dinner for their family.  

Consider the hands added at the close of the day.  How about 
the anxiety they endured all day long, and then knowing that 
even by getting hired so late in the day, their pay most likely 
wouldn’t amount to anything. 
 So, would you rather work all day long and get a day’s 
pay or worry all day long? 
 Now think about your spiritual life, your relationship with 
God.  Are you envious of a person who repents and is 
forgiven on their death bed after living a life of sin?  Would 
you really want to be that person, living a lifetime anxious, 
tortured and unsure, struggling to get through every day not 
knowing Jesus.  Or would you rather be the worker hired 
early in the day, and be satisfied with the knowledge and 
assurance of what your Savior has done for you and having 

the opportunity to live now in the Kingdom?  How unfair is that? 
Another way of reading the passage is to think in terms of salvation.  It doesn’t matter 

when you come to faith, even on your death bed; the heavenly reward is the same.  How can 
we who have been Christians all our lives complain that death bed converts get what we 
get?  Are there different heavens?  Do you think 
you are going to a more “heavenly” heaven 
because you received your salvation before 
someone else?  After all, salvation is a gift of God 
and not something we earn. 

However, we choose to read the parable, 
whether spiritually or economically, the word we 
hear in this passage is that in the kingdom of 
heaven, the king is generous.  The king provides 
sustenance.  It is not based on merit but on grace.  
Yes, the vineyard owner declares: “Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to 
me?  Or are you envious because I am 
generous?’ (vs. 15).  If the vineyard owners stands 
in for God, then should we not follow the lead and live lives of generosity and grace?  When 
we see a person in need, should we not welcome opportunities to provide for their needs?  
Yes, Paul does say that if one does not work, they should not eat.  But the contexts are 
different.  In Thessaloniki, some Christians were abandoning their work to wait for the 
return of Christ (2 Thessalonians 3:6-13).  They were expecting others to provide their 
needs so they wouldn’t miss seeing Jesus come back.  In this case, people are looking for 
work, but can’t find it.  Shouldn’t they have the opportunity to be filled?  What is just and 
what is right?  What is God’s attitude toward those who are in need?  Is God not generous 
and gracious?  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#gospel
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#gospel
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, August 29th 
 

The Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
 

All four Gospels give an account of John the Baptist as a prophet and preacher whose 
ministry created expectation and awakened a wave of repentance leading to baptism 
among many different groups of people.  Two Sundays in Advent focus on that 
preaching and the First promise that been integral to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, 
John’s death was part of the turning point as the narratives turn towards Jerusalem and 
the cross. 

John’s role as the one who points towards Jesus and who baptizes him, the family 
connections that Luke’s birth narratives relates, and the role that John plays in the 
spiritual life of the people gives weight to his death which, like his preaching, 
foreshadowed Jesus’ ministry and his death. 

This feast, along with the Feast of the Nativity of St John the Baptist, found its place 
in the church’s calendar very early.  

Women’s Fall Gathering 
 

This Saturday Sept 19th, 10-11:30 am 
(Rain date: Sept 26th) 

In the Meadow behind St. Paul’s Church 
 

A time for friendship, sharing, and a 

meditation from Isaiah 40 
 

✓ Please bring a chair (folding chairs will be available) and a pen 

✓ Would you like to being coffee or a drink? 

✓ Masks are required when we are together, and we’ll maintain 

social distancing for safety 

✓ Friends, sisters, daughters, neighbors … all are very welcome 
 

Carol Wheeler and Mary Beth Durkin co-leaders 
 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Sat, Sep 19 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
  10:00 am - Women’s Fall Gathering,  Meadow 
Sun, Sep 20   
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 

Mon, Sep 21   
 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, Sep 22 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study  (Zoom) 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow 
Wed, Sep 23 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service  (Zoom) 
 11 am - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Sat, Sep 26 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:30 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Sep 27   
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:15 am - Traditional Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Ante-Communion  (YouTube Live) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/93571720162?pwd=V0JTejJWT2pMSlY2K2xJdWYvazlrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/94505949743?pwd=NS92c052VjRsejArcHZaZzBLMEVjQT09
https://zoom.us/j/91749461744?pwd=VWlJbDd0NVlvZGhLVGpPZ1pucjBiUT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/234461676
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Sacramentals 

 

Exodus 16:2-15  •  Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  •  Philippians 1:21-30  •  Matthew 20:1-16 
 

W 
e pray “not to be anxious about earthly things” because we are often riddled 
with anxiety.  We pray “to love things heavenly” because often, we neither 
love them nor sense them.  We ask for help that our restless lives may repose 

in God and that we may hold fast “to those things that shall endure.”  In this hope and 
prayer, we often fail, for which God’s assisting grace and our religious earnestness are an 
appointed corrective. 

We were made for God.  “For God alone my soul in silence waits; from him comes my 
salvation” (Ps. 62:1) God is everything.  “For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life?” (Mark 8:6).  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will not pass away” (Matt. 24:35).  “For here we have no lasting city, but we are looking for 
the city that is to come” (Heb. 13:14).  “If any want to become my followers, let them deny 
themselves and take up their cross and follow me” (Matt. 16:24).  “Look, we have left 
everything and followed you” (Matt. 19:27).  Again and again, we are called to a single-
hearted devotion to God.  Cardinal Newman put it this way, “To every one of us there are 
but two beings in the world, himself and God” (Sermon 2, Parochial and Plain Sermons). 

This sharp contrast exhibits a divine truth of extraordinary importance.  We come from 
God.  We were made for God and are destined to repose eternally in a divine community of 
love.  The present time is short, and we are to deepen our devotion by watchfulness and 
prayer.  In this present life, we ought, as St. Paul says, “to live in a manner worthy of the 
gospel of Christ” (Phil. 1:27).  Living for God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, 
One God, is, however, to live for a heavenly kingdom whose metaphors and parables are, 
strikingly, about earth.  Alas, wedged between God and oneself is a universe of beings, all of 
which are sacramental signs, and, closer to home, there are bonds of human affection and 

obligation intrinsic to one’s vocation and an 
instrumental cause of one’s growth in 
holiness. 
 How do we know and love God?  Every 
day we take our daily bread as a gift that has 
fallen from heaven.  Every day we greet the 
gift of sustenance with surprise and gratitude.  
“What is it?” the children of Israel asked 
when they saw a fine flaky substance on the 
ground.  “Moses said to them, ‘It is bread that 
the Lord has given you to eat” (Ex. 16:15-16).  
Every day we contemplate the mercy of God 
not only upon those who may seem to deserve 
it but upon ourselves, who most certainly do 
not. 
 We are, in some sense, the city of 
Nineveh, to which God sent Jonah.  “Should I 
not be concerned about Nineveh, that great 
city, in which there are more than a hundred 

and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 
animals?” (Jonah 3:11).  God’s mercy is as beautiful as it is perplexing.  “So, the last will be 
first, and the first will be last.”  We may protest the “injustice” of God’s extravagant mercy, 
but we ought not.  God speaks, “Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what [mercy] 
belongs to me?” (Matt. 20:15).  Every day we face moral obligations and duties of love that 
are necessary both for ourselves and those to whom we are committed (Phil. 1:24). 

In these “earthly” ways, and many others, we turn wholly to God as our hope and 
salvation. 
 

Look It Up: 
Read Romans 1:20. 
 

Think About It 
Love God among “things that are seen.”           - from The Living Church, 2020 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=467126307
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Monday, September 21st 

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist 
 

 

O 
ne day Jesus was walking and saw a tax collector named 
Matthew sitting at a tax-collection post, and said to him, 
"Follow me."  And Matthew stood up and followed Him, and 

became one of His twelve apostles. 
Tax collectors in those days were social outcasts.  Devout Jews 

avoided them because they were usually dishonest (the job carried no 
salary, and they were expected to make their profits by cheating the 
people from whom they collected taxes).  Patriotic and nationalistic Jews 
hated them because they were agents of the Roman government, the 
conquerors, and hated them with a double hatred if (like Matthew) they 
were Jews, because they had gone over to the enemy, had betrayed their 
own people for money.  Thus, throughout the Gospels, we find tax 
collectors (publicans) mentioned as a standard type of sinful and despised 
outcast.  Matthew brought many of his former associates to meet Jesus, 
and social outcasts in general were shown that the love of Jesus extended 
even to them. 

The name "Matthew" means "gift of the LORD."  Mark and Luke, in 
the story of his calling, name him "Levi."  Perhaps this was his original 
name, and he received a new name from Jesus when he became a 
disciple.  It has also been suggested that he was simply a member of the tribe of Levi. 

Of Matthew's life after Pentecost the Scriptures tell us nothing.  Later accounts of his life 
vary, some reporting that he was martyred, others that he died a natural death.  The Christian 
community since early times has commemorated him as a martyr. 

Whether the Apostle Matthew is also the Evangelist Matthew -- that is, whether the 
Apostle Matthew wrote the Gospel that bears his name -- is disputed.  The Gospel itself does 
not say who wrote it, but the designation "according to Matthew" is very old. 

In favor of his authorship it may be noted that (1) while Mark and Luke give the fourth 
pair of Apostles as "Matthew and Thomas," the Gospel of Matthew gives them as "Thomas 
and Matthew"; and (2) while Luke 5:29 explicitly states, and Mark 2:15 suggests, that 
Matthew gave a banquet for Jesus, Matthew 9:10 in describing the same banquet does not 
indicate who the host was.  Both of these variations would be routine touches of modesty if 
Matthew was the author. 

On the other hand, the gospel (1) does not have the manner of an eyewitness, and (2) is 
thought by many scholars to contain material borrowed from Mark, whereas one would not 
expect someone who had been an eyewitness to borrow from someone who had not. 

Perhaps the Gospel was written by some early Christian, not an apostle, whose name was 
Matthew, and about whom nothing else is known.  Early Christian readers, hearing the 
Gospel ascribed to "Matthew," would naturally associate it with the Apostle of that name, 
and so the ascribing of the work to the Apostle Matthew becomes common at an early date, 
by a perfectly natural misunderstanding. 

Papias of Hierapolis, writing in the late first or early second century, says that Matthew 
compiled the sayings (Logia) of Jesus in Hebrew.  Now the material common to Matthew 
and Luke, but not to Mark, includes sayings of Jesus but almost no narrative.  It has 
therefore been conjectured that there was once a document (usually called Q), now lost, that 

is basically a collection of speeches by Jesus, and that Matthew (the evangelist) 
and Luke, had access to it while Mark did not.  It has been suggested that 
Matthew (the apostle) is the author of this document Q, which may well have 
been first written in Hebrew (or Aramaic). 
 The Scripture readings associated with the day bear the themes of Matthew 
as a Gospel-writer (hence readings that speak of the Scriptures), Matthew as an 
Apostle, and Matthew as a sinner called by God's grace.     

         by James Kiefer 
 

 In our St. Matthew stained glass window, his symbol, the moneybag refers 
to his occupation before he was called to follow Christ. 
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for indoor services 

at 8:00 am, 9:15 am, and 10:30 am! 

Welcome 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person on Sunday, please 

review our safety protocols 

ahead of time.  You can read 

them by clicking HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with the 
reality of the Covid-19 Phase II 
Guidelines. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596
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S t. Paul’s has a weekly ministry … in 

Portuguese!  Our own Joe Bernardo 

prepares a timely message that is 

available on our website, our Facebook page and 

our YouTube channel.  You might want to check 

it out.  Be sure to “like” it and share it with your 

Portuguese friends. 

Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

Attention all ladies! 

Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study will continue throughout the Fall on Tuesday nights 
as before on Zoom from 7-8 pm.  We will be studying Isaiah chapters 40-55, and this week 
on Sept 22 please join us for Chapter 41: verses 8-20. 

All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!! 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar). 

https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09  

Questions about the study or Zoom?  

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

“...are you envious because I am generous?”  Do we spend more time lamenting 
our personal scarcity than being grateful and thankful for all we have been given 
and responding accordingly?  It is certainly true that we 
can’t begin to “out-give” God, but would our lives 
perhaps be more contented and feel more blessed if we 
decided to be first-fruits or “I can’t wait to give” donors 
to the life and ministry to which God has called all of us?  
Remember, Baptism tells us we are “marked” as Christ’s 
own forever.”  How do you respond to that gift? 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/portugues.html
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com


8  

  

  Other Faith Traditions - Rosh Hashanah 

Rosh Hashanah 
Jewish Year 5781 

Sunset September 18, 2020 - Nightfall September 20, 2020 
  

R osh Hashanah is the celebration of the Jewish New Year.  Rosh Hashanah is the 

birthday of the universe, the day G‑d created Adam and Eve, and it’s celebrated as 

the head of the Jewish year.  It is the first of what Jews call the High Holidays (or High 

Holy Days), a ten-day period that ends with Yom Kippur - the holiest day of the Jewish 

year.   

During Rosh Hashanah, Jewish people ask God for forgiveness for the things they’ve 

done wrong during the past year.  They also remind themselves not to repeat these mistakes 

in the coming year.  In this way, Rosh Hashanah is an opportunity to improve, to become 

better people.  And that’s a beautiful thing. 

 Jews from all over the world celebrate Rosh Hashanah in different ways. 

Holiday traditions can be different depending on where they’re from and 

how their family celebrates.  A special prayer service is held at synagogue.  

The shofar, a special instrument made from the horn of a kosher animal 

(usually a ram), is blown during the Rosh Hashanah service.  Tzedakah, or 

giving charity to people in need, is also part of the holiday.  Good deeds are 

done and charity is given in the hopes that God will seal our names in the 

“Book of Life,” which brings the promise of a happy year to come. 

 Rosh Hashanah feasts traditionally include round challah bread (studded 

with raisins) and apples dipped in honey, as well as other foods that symbolize our wishes 

for a sweet year. 

Together with Yom Kippur (which follows 10 days later), it is part of the Yamim 

Nora'im (Days of Awe, or High Holidays).  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044caeac2ea7ff2-drivethru
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044caeac2ea7ff2-drivethru
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†  Saints of God 

 

Thursday, September 17th 

Hildegard 
1179 

 

H 
ildegard of Bingen, born in 1098 in the lush Rhineland Valley, was a mystic, 
poet, composer, dramatist, doctor, and scientist.  Her parents’ tenth child, she 
was tithed to the Church and raised by the anchoress Jutta in a cottage near the 

Benedictine monastery of Disibodenberg. 
Drawn by the life of silence and prayer, other women joined them, finding the freedom, 

rare outside women’s religious communities, to develop their intellectual gifts.  They 
organized as a convent under the authority of the abbot of Disibodenberg, with Jutta as 
abbess.  When Jutta died, Hildegard, then 38, became abbess.  Later she founded 
independent convents at Bingen (1150) and Eibingen (1165), with the Archbishop of Mainz 
as her only superior. 

From childhood, Hildegard experienced dazzling spiritual visions.  At 43, a voice 
commanded her to tell what she saw.  So began an outpouring of extraordinarily original 
writings illustrated by unusual and wondrous 
illuminations.  These works abound with feminine 
imagery for God and God’s creative activity. 

In 1147, Bernard of Clairvaux recommended 
her first book of visions, Scivias, to Pope Eugenius 
III, leading to papal authentication at the Synod of 
Trier.  Hildegard became famous, eagerly sought 
for counsel, a correspondent of kings and queens, 
abbots and abbesses, archbishops and popes. 

She carried out four preaching missions in 
northern Europe, unprecedented activity for a 
woman.  She practiced medicine, focusing on 
women’s needs; published treatises on natural 
science and philosophy; and wrote a liturgical 
drama, The Play of the Virtues, in which 
personified virtues sing their parts and the devil, 
condemned to live without music, can only speak.  
For Hildegard, music was essential to worship.  Her liturgical compositions, unusual in 
structure and tonality, were described by contemporaries as “chant of surpassing sweet 
melody” and “strange and unheard-of music.” 

Hildegard lived in a world accustomed to male governance.  Yet, within her convents, 
and to a surprising extent outside them, she exercised a commanding spiritual authority 
based on confidence in her visions and considerable political astuteness.  When she died in 
1179, at 81, she left a rich legacy which speaks eloquently across the ages. 

“I ’ll pay you whatever is 
fair,” says to owner of the 

vineyard to those he hires.  
However, by the end of the day, 
the payment hardly seems fair to 
those who have worked under the 
hot sun all day long.  God’s 
generosity knows no bounds.  
How many times do you think to 
yourself: “God’s not being fair to 
me”?  Think again! 
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†  Next Food Collection Drive - Wednesday September 23rd 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by the COVID 
pandemic. 

Our next collection is September 23rd from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of the September 
23rd food drive are the St. James, Danbury Daily Bread Food Pantry and the Jericho 
Partnership.  The pantries we provide food to are still in need of our donations.  

 If you have a home garden and would like to 
participate in the Shalom Garden project by 
providing some of your homegrown produce, Jericho 
will accept fresh vegetables.  Not all pantries will 
accept fresh produce.   We will accept fresh produce 
which will then be delivered to Jericho immediately 
following the food drive. 
 VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have 
an hour to spare on alternate Wednesdays and if 
you have a truck or large vehicle, please contact 
Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need 
a second vehicle.  
 Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  
The pantries we serve are so grateful. 

†  Make a Meal - Make a Difference 
 

Dear Church Friends:  We have three separate food-related 
ministries currently underway at St. Paul’s: 

Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other 
Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  Our next collection is 

September 23rd. 

Our food collections go to the 
food  pantry that we would 
normally be supporting with 
our Sunday morning food 
collations, as well as the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

 Shalom Garden Project - We sent everyone green bean 
seeds!  We hope those with home gardens will help 
supplement the pantries we support by sharing their 
homegrown produce.  We hope everyone plants their seeds 
and shares their beans! 

 Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference:  this ministry is 
currently sponsoring at risk adults in our Northwest region 
by providing homecooked meals that we store in the church 
freezer, which 

is once again filling up!.  These meals are 
picked up by our missionary or social 
workers and delivered every two weeks.  
Meals will be needed for September 23rd to 
support this ministry. 

Thank you all who participate in these 
three separate food-related ministries:  
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, 
Vegetable Gardeners.  We are so very 
grateful for your support to support our 
neighbors in needs. 

 

Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“So the last will be first and the first last”   - Matthew 20:16 
 

Y ou’ve heard the saying “it’s not where you start but how you 

finish.”  This certainly applies to this Bible passage.  We 

have a responsibility not only for our own lives, but for the lives of 

others as well.  We are called to generously share our gifts with 

others, not hoard them for our own use.  Through our gratitude and 

generosity we help each other get to Heaven! 
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B ob Cutting & Luke Newbury celebrate today.  Susie Case 

will be expecting your card tomorrow.  Throw a virtual party 

for Katie Szen & Sarah Szen Bardwell next Tuesday.  Bill Boehm 

will be blowing out candles on Wednesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 
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†  Israel, Revisited  

New Dates for 

2021 Holy Land 

Trip 

Our next trip to 

the Holy Land is in 

April-May of 2021!  

We leave on April 

29 and return on 

May 9th.  This trip 

will cover all the 

basics and have 

many optional add-

ons.  Watch future 

Sword Points and 

Facebook for more 

info soon. 

†  Sepphoris – The Forgotten City   
 

L 
ike our modern cities today, ancient cities needed artisans to build them and the 
almost forgotten city of Sepphoris was no different, with one critical exception–
Joseph and his famous son Jesus probably helped Herod Antipas build it! 

Jesus is traditionally known as a woodworker (the Greek word 
used for carpenter is tekton, a generic term for “a builder who 
worked with his hands”), but with wood scarce and stone so 
prevalent in Israel, He was most likely a stonemason.  Nazareth 
was only a few miles away and Joseph would have been a natural 
hire for Antipas’ Sepphoris rebuild (following the death of Herod 
the Great the Jewish takeover was squashed by Rome, and the 
original city burned). 

Josephus called Sepphoris “The Jewel of Galilee,” and 
although it is sometimes overlooked today for the more famous 
sites like Nazareth and Cana, in 4 BC Herod’s son selected it as 
the provincial capital for his government in Galilee.  It sat near 
two major highways (Via Maris and Acre-Tiberias) and the rebuild 
would have been a busy hub that employed lots of people in Jesus’ 
day, sparking an economic boom for the entire Galilee area. 

Sepphoris is “perched like a bird” on a 400 foot hill that 
overlooks the Bet Netofa Valley and helps to explain its other 
Hebrew name, Zippori (bird).  From this panoramic view of Lower Galilee one can survey 
Nazareth and Cana as Antipas did, and even imagine Jesus walking to work with His father 
every day.  Perhaps it even inspired Matthew 5:14 when He said, “A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden.” 

(Continued on page 14) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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 The Forgotten City 

Excavations have revealed a cosmopolitan city of great affluence with a Roman theater 
built into the eastern side of the hill that held over 4,000 people.  Today the magnificent 
ruins include such highlights as Herod’s palace, an upper city and a lower city, a fortified 
city wall for protection, multiple synagogues, bathhouses, churches, aqueducts, a massive 
reservoir, a marketplace, and residential areas alongside a colonnaded stone-paved street…
with wagon wheel grooves still etched in them! 

Also known as the Mosaic City, some of the best mosaics in all of Israel are in Sepphoris 
and are reason enough to visit the ruins.  More than 40 mosaic floors in nearby buildings 
depict the bustling life of a 
Roman city, but especially 
impressive is the Nile Mosaic in 
the Nile House. 

The Nile Mosaic shows 
Egyptian festivities when the 
Nile River peaked according to 
the “Nilometer” (a pillar with the 
number 17 on it shows the 
flood’s height), complete with 
crocodiles and other exotic 
wildlife, and the Pharos 
Lighthouse in Alexandria…one 
of the Seven Wonders of the 
World. 

The next mosaic is the 
“Mona Lisa Mosaic” in the 
Dionysus House (named for the 
Greek god of wine and revelry) 
that still captivates her visitors 
with the beauty of Venus.  There 
is a 15-panel carpet of mosaics 
honoring Dionysus in this 
Roman mansion, as well as 
Hercules and Pan, but the “Mona 
Lisa of the Galilee” holds center court as a priceless piece of art.  Her artist is unidentified, 
but the craftsmanship stands up even today. 

One of the best mosaics was discovered here in 1993 when a parking lot construction 
revealed exquisite mosaic floors in an ancient synagogue with seven separate sections.  They 
depict Sarah’s angelic visit, Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac, twin lions, menorahs with first 
century Temple artifacts, an elaborate Zodiac wheel, aspects of the Temple worship in 
Jerusalem, offerings to the Tabernacle and Temple, and Aaron officiating in his priestly 
robes with animal sacrifices.  The artistry and scope are truly astounding. 

If Jesus worked on the theater or other parts of the city, then He would have been 
exposed to the Greek and Roman culture of “hypocrites,” the Greek word we get “actor” 
from today (hypokritai).  Far from growing up as a country bumpkin, as some say, Jesus 
would have been working in a suburb of the leading cultural center of His day, prepping 
Him for His ministry later on. 

Even after Herod moved his capital and residence to Tiberias in 19 AD, Sepphoris 
remained a cosmopolitan city that even survived the Jewish Revolt of 66 AD by siding with, 
and surrendering to, the Roman Vespasian.  After the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD, 
Sepphoris became a seat of rabbinic learning when the Sanhedrin fled here and continued as 
such with 18 synagogues in operation until an earthquake hit in 363. 

Tradition says that Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anna, lived here and would have been 
another reason for Joseph to visit the city beyond just employment opportunities.  Later on, 
the Crusaders build the Church of St Anne on the site believed to be their home.  Imagine if 
Sepphoris is where Joseph first met Mary!  What an unforgettable moment that would have 
been, and an unforgettable city to see during your trip to Israel. 

• Matthew 6:1-18, 7:24, 13:55; Mark 6:3, 12:10; 1 Corinthians 10:4 

(Continued from page 13) 
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and 
events is nothing new for St. Paul’s.   We’ve been 

doing it for more than six years.  Now during the current 
pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me 
and my wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" 
from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-streamed service 
before and had no idea it could still feel like corporate 
worship even though we are all separated.  It's an 
understatement to say it was very comforting to come 
together during this anxious time.”   

Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or 
Facebook Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may be 

looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later online.  Just click on the 
YouTube button (left) or tab on our website for more info.   

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
Shelter Solution with Fence and Sign 

2007 
by behavior324 

 

IF  the 
way 

that God works 
was fair, we 
would be in a 
heap of trouble.  
If the way God 
works was fair, 
we would find 
ourselves lost 
and alone with 
no clear 
direction of 
where to go.  If 
the way God 
works was fair, 
we wouldn't 
have a Christ 
who was 
executed though 
innocent.  It 
ain't fair.  And, 
we should be so 
very thankful 
that it isn't. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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10 Years Ago 2010 

10 Years ago in Sword Points we reported about Ministry Sunday.  Did you join any 

new ministries that day?  And 5 years ago two friends were born... 

Five years ago Sword Points 

welcomed two new boys to 

our family.  These two just 

celebrated their 5th 

birthdays and can usually 

now be found chasing each 

other around Crocker Hall! 
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 

button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 

you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 

to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Come Saturday 
Morning 

 

E ach Saturday 
morning from 7:30 - 

9 am our John 21-12 group 
meets for lively theological 
discussion.  They have met 
continuously throughout the 
pandemic.  Join them at 
Theo’s Downtown Diner in 
New Milford, which has 
indoor and outdoor dining.  

†  Working One Hour 
 

J esus usually taught by using metaphors drawn from the daily life of his day.  But he 

always added a twist to bring out the message.  The secret of the parables is to look 

for the twist. 
 

 It was common to see migrant farm 

workers looking for hire.  The farmer would 

need large numbers to harvest his crop.  The 

fact that he would return seeking more 

laborers is not unreasonable.  The twist to 

the story is the fact that he chooses to give 

everyone the same pay.  In real life his 

largess would be ruinous.  The next time no 

one would show up early.  But this story is 

not about earthly wage practices.  It is about 

God's generosity in giving everyone of us 

the same amount of heaven.  There are no 

back seats in paradise--we will all get equal 

love. 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://biblehub.com/john/21-12.htm
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

God’s Radical Generosity 
 

 Exodus 16:2-15  

W e hear the story of God’s feeding of the people in the wilderness.  The 
Israelites are full of complaints and now think they would prefer slavery and 

death in Egypt to their present difficulties.  The Lord appears to them and promises 
sustenance, but also a test, for they will only be given food on a day-to-day basis.  It is 
possible to explain the food in natural terms; the flock of quail provide flesh and the 
secretion of insects the bread-like substance.  But the point of the narrative is that God 
provides.  The Israelites call the bread manna (perhaps from words meaning “What is 
this?). 

 Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45  
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the 

generations. 
 Philippians 1:21-30  
In this reading Paul tells the Philippians that he would prefer to be with 

Christ beyond death, but he recognizes that he still has good work to do in this 
earthly life.  The passage suggests that Paul had reason to think his death might 
be near, perhaps by martyrdom.  He looks forward to a closer union with Christ, 
but believes it more likely that he will be able to visit the Philippians again.  
Either way, he asks that they live in a manner worthy of the gospel and stand firm 
in unity with one another. 

 Matthew 20:1-16 
Our gospel is the story of the laborers in the vineyard, who are all paid the same wage 

despite their different hours of work.  Like most parables, this story can have many 
meanings, as have been given to it in the life of the church.  On one level is suggests that 
nobody can presume on God’s grace, so often extended to those who may see the least 
deserving.  The parable deliberately 
flies in the face of normal 
expectations.  It offers a clue 
pointing to God’s extraordinary 
evenhandedness in dealing with 
people quite apart from human 
ideas about their merit.  Jesus may 
have told it in defense of his own 
sharing in the lives of the outcast. 

†  Pick Up Your Copy Today!  

 Synthesis Study Guides for each weeks readings will be 

available at the back of the church. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"T owards limitless"  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this 

link for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our 

Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Matthew 20:1-16 
Where 2 or 3 are gathered 

together - in families, 

friends, or church - the 

challenge is always: How 

will we deal with envy when 

God is generous in a way 

that is not equal for all.  

  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#epistle
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/AProp20_RCL.html#gospel
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to this Weeks 

Sword Points: 
 

M ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan 
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker, 

Mary Beth Durkin, Steve Hemming, Lois 
Hunt, Nicole 
O’Connors, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Ken Perry, 
Debbi Pomeroy, 
John Sarver, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, Helen 
Sheridan, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Ron 
Switzer, Jay Trott, 
Carol Wheeler, John 
Tuthill, Gail 
Winkley., 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... that Iowa's 

Matchstick Marvels Museum has large 

models created out of thousands of 

matchsticks that are glued one at a 

time?  

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matchstick_Marvels_Museum

