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To All the Saints,
his Sunday, we will celebrate All Saints' Day during our three
services. All Saints' Day stands for the unity of Christians of
all ages, nations, and races in Christ, and the perfection of that unity in
heaven. All Saints' Day started in 609 A.D., when the Pantheon in
Greece, turned into a Christian Church, was dedicated to all saints.
What is a saint? According to
the Bible, anyone who trusts in
Christ alone for salvation is a saint
in the sight of God. This is the
gift of grace that we will celebrate
Sunday in our hymns, scriptures
and sacramental entry into the
mystical body of Christ.
We acknowledge all the saints,
past, present and future, to allow
the testimony of their faith to
inspire us onward to deeper
worship and greater service to the
Lord. All Saints' reminds us that
we are part of something bigger
than ourselves, namely, the church
throughout the ages marching
onward to eternal victory over
despair, sin, and death itself
through the resurrection promise of Christ. Come join us in this
triumphal celebration of grace for all
St. Paul’s Parish
the saints.
174 Whisconier Road
Faithfully,
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
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Concomitance [ /kənˈkämədəns/ ]

† Ih-pis-kuh-puh l Dik-shuh-ner-ee

Concomitance (noun) … Concomitance Eucharistic
is aDictionary)
doctrine that affirms the
(Episcopal
simultaneous presence of Christ's body and blood in each of the eucharistic elements. It
contradicts a narrow identification assurance of the fullness of the sacrament. The term is
from the Latin, "to accompany."

W

e are now in Phase 3 of Governor Lamont’s reopening guidelines, and
we are allowed to increase our attendance to 50% of our capacity, still
subject to mask wearing and maintaining social distancing. As a result we are
seating people differently in the pews. Closed pews and closed portions of pews
are different than during the past few months. We request that everyone coming
to church please wait to be seated by an usher until we all get familiar with the
new seating arrangements.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Oct 31

- 7:30 am
10:00 am
2:30-4:00 pm
Sun, Nov 1
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
Mon, Nov 2 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Nov 3 - 8:00 am
9:30 am
7:15 pm
Wed, Nov 4 -10:00 am
11 - 1 pm
Thu, Nov 6 - 7:00 pm
Sat, Nov 7 - 7:30 am
10:30 am
Sun, Nov 8
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)
Trunk or Treat, Parking Lot

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Sunday School
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)
Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow
Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
Drive-Thru Food Collection
Mission Committee
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Sunday School
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
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† Good News for Saints
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

- Jesus - Matthew 5:3 (ESV)

by John Tuthill

"Y

ou cannot see the sea...", said Father Joe in his sermon last Sunday. Looking
with your own eyes from up on top of Mount Nebo in Jordan, the sea cannot be
seen. Some from St. Paul's have traveled to Mt. Nebo and having stood on top of that
mountain they can verify what Father Joe said is
completely true - you can "know" certainly that the
Mediterranean Sea is out there, even while not
exactly being able to physically see it by natural
sight. The scripture reading last week said that
Moses stood up there too, just before his own death.
It said that he did "see" the sea. As Father Joe
suggested, perhaps this meant that Moses saw it by
faith, through his complete trust in God's grace and
in his promises. Whatever that was that graciously
enabled Moses to look out and to know for certain
what was out there that was past his own mortality,
well, may that be no less true for you and for me
too.
The Gospel reading this Sunday is the most
significant sermon, usually called His "Sermon on the Mount" (Matthew 5:1-12). In it,
Jesus begins by saying that God blesses those who know they are completely lacking - AKA
"poor in spirit" - and who are
keenly aware they have
nothing to offer God to buy
into being able to have God's
good graces, and Jesus is
saying THIS is what first
prepares a person to be able
to receive the richness of
God's free gift of grace.
Jesus Himself is the means of
the grace we can have. The
Apostle Paul wrote that
Jesus, "Though He was rich,
yet for your sakes He became
poor, so that you, through
His poverty might become
rich" ( 2 Corinthians 8:9,
NIV). Jesus came to make
the poor rich, not the
financially poor rich, but rich
eternally in His own perfect
righteousness to live forever
restored to being with God.
Jesus made us rich by paying
the infinite debt for our sin
owed to God, along with
giving you and me the
outrageously undeserved
credit for His perfect, sinless
life lived as one of us. Good
news for Saints!
Thanks be to God!
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† Pour Out Your Heart
"I cried aloud to the LORD; I lifted my voice to the LORD for mercy.
I poured out my complaint before Him; I revealed my trouble to Him."

Psalm 142:1-2

by Steve Hemming

I

n times of trouble, do you cry out to the Lord for help? Or,
do you just push through the difficulties you encounter in
your own strength?
Lately, with greater frequency and intensity, I've been pouring
out my heart before the Lord, in an effort to overcome some
discouragement and a variety of strongholds that have been
preventing me from fully loving and serving the Lord. Because my
true desire is to bear much fruit for Jesus,1 I've grown weary from my
"fruitless wanderings.”2 A week ago, I really laid my heart bare before God as I traveled
north along Route 7 in Connecticut, towards Stockbridge, Massachusetts.
Over the past few months, whenever my soul has been cast down, I have been getting
better at recognizing my dilemma, and promptly putting my hope in God, 3 acknowledging
my need for the One who is our refuge, strength, and very present help in trouble. 4 As a
result, I have been finding relief more consistently the more often I've reached out to Him.
When we cry out to the Lord, He will reaffirm us that He is the God of all comfort, who
will comfort us in our tribulations,5 that He will supply all our needs according to His riches
in glory by Christ Jesus,6 and that He is able to make all grace abound towards us, that we
will always have sufficiency in all things, and have an abundance for every good work. 7
I have found particular comfort in Psalm 107, as I can relate to what the people were
suffering through in each situation before "they cried out to the Lord in their trouble, and He
delivered them out of their distresses." 8 God heard their weeping, and He:

Led them in the right direction, to a place to live, satisfied their longing souls, and
filled them with goodness.9

Brought them out of the darkness, broke their chains, and set them free. 10

Sent His word, healed them, and delivered them from their destructions. 11

Calmed the storm, and guided them to their desired destination. 12
These passages clearly demonstrate that God will respond to our cries for help. Because
of His mercy and
efforts to deliver, save,
and bring us out of our
difficulties, may we
always be mindful to
express our gratitude
to Him, and "give
thanks to the Lord for
His goodness, and for
His wonderful works
to the children of
men!"13
When we put our
complete trust in the
Lord, and pour out our
hearts before Him, we can be assured that He will hear our cries and come to our rescue.

"Trust in Him at all times, you people; Pour out your heart before Him;
God is a refuge for us." Psalm 62:8
1

3

2

4

John 15:5
Pastor Rob Cattalani,
from his “Justice &
Mercy” message
(10/25/20)

Psalm 42:5; Psalm 43:5
Psalm 46:1
5
2 Corinthians 1:3-4
6
Philippians 4:19
7
2 Corinthians 9:8

8

Psalm 107:6, 13, 19, 28
Psalm 107:7, 9
10
Psalm 107:14, 16
11
Psalm 107:20
12
Psalm 107:29-30
9

13

Panoramic view of
the covered bridge in
West Cornwall, CT Photo taken on
October 19. 2020

Psalm 107:8, 15, 21, 31
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for indoor services
at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am for Holy Communion!
Please Note our new service times!

Welcome
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
Connecticut Covid-19 Phase III
Guidelines.
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† New Title from Jay Trott

The Great Reduction: Solomon Seeks the Key to Peace

W

hat is the secret to happiness?

King Solomon was one of the greatest super
achievers of all time and fabulously wealthy.
He also had a reputation as the wisest man in the world.
But at the end of his life he was so unhappy that he felt
moved to cry out “all is vanity” and wish he had never been
born. In Ecclesiastes, Solomon brilliantly diagnoses the
causes of our continuing unhappiness and boils down the
secret of peace and contentment to a few essential
ingredients. The Great Reduction explains why his
prescription for peace is just as relevant today as the day it
was written. It also uses his diagnosis to shed light on a
happiness that goes far beyond anything Solomon could
have imagined.
Jay Trott is a medical wr iter and the author of ten
books, including The Most Soulful Book, At Smith’s
House, and Essays at the End of the Age. His novels
include The Man
Who Loved Too
Much, The Visitor,
and Trish’s Secret.
He has a master’s
degree from
Columbia University
and a lifelong love of
English literature as
well as the Bible. He
is also a composer of
choral music. He
lives with his
beloved wife Beth in
Sherman,
Connecticut, and they have four children and three
grandchildren. He is a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Brookfield, Connecticut.

Click on the book
cover above for a link
to purchase a copy.

Interview with Jay Trott
What is The Great Reduction about?
It’s about Solomon’s desperate search for peace and contentment in Ecclesiastes, which
can only end successfully in faith in Christ. Solomon was growing old and saw his own
mortality, and this made him realize that none of his great accomplishments had brought
him true happiness or contentment. Only one thing can do that, which is life through Christ
and the Spirit.
Why is Ecclesiastes still relevant today?
The theme of the search for peace is timeless and universal. Ecclesiastes is a uniquely
honest book because it makes no attempt to hide the fact that true peace cannot be found in
the world, no matter how successful or famous or rich we might be, or even how wise. And
Solomon’s diagnosis of our lack of peace and contentment is this: “God has put eternity into
the hearts of men.” If so, peace can only come from God himself, who alone gives life, and
not from ourselves.
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)

New Title from Jay Trott

How is your book different from other treatments of Ecclesiastes?
It’s different in the sense that I myself am no longer young, just like Solomon when he
wrote it. I know some of the unhappiness and disillusionment that can accompany
advancing age, and I believe this gives me a fresh perspective on where he was coming
from and the meaning of some of his more obscure sayings. I now believe that the key to
understanding Ecclesiastes, and deriving benefit from it, is to see it as an old man’s lament.
My book is also different in the sense that it points directly to Christ.
Do you see the book as a commentary on Ecclesiastes?
Not at all. I leave that to much more capable hands. I think if it as a book that deals
with tough philosophical questions, especially regarding the meaning of life and human
suffering. I also see it as a book that provides information about the Bible’s diagnosis of
our continuing lack of peace, that it is due to our mortality, which is unacceptable to us, and
how this relates to the almost painful quest for contentment that we see in Solomon.
Do you think people in the modern age will relate to Solomon’s struggle?
Absolutely. The things Solomon was dealing with are the same things we deal
with today. Why is it that all my great ambition and accomplishments cannot
make me happy? Why is it that riches and pleasures do not satisfy this deep
longing I seem to have? How is it possible to find contentment in a world full of
unhappiness and pain? Why is faith in God something to be desired, and how is
it better than disbelief?
You’ve said the book points to Christ, but how so if Solomon did not know
him?
It points to Christ because Solomon makes it very clear that only life can satisfy
the deep desire we have, the unquenched thirst, and only Christ gives life. The
very pain that Solomon experiences, so great that at one point it causes him to
wish he had never been born, is honest, it is real life, and the very fact that
Solomon did not have Christ points to the great gift we now have in Christ and
the happiness that can only be found in him.
What do you say to those who claim that Solomon was not the real author of the
book?
That’s an important point historically, but in terms of philosophy and value it has little
relevance, in my view. Whoever wrote the book of Ecclesiastes identifies himself as
Solomon. So whether it was Solomon himself talking about his pain and disillusionment in
old age, or someone putting himself in Solomon’s shoes, the basic questions remain the
same, the universality of the book is not affected, and lessons learned do not change.
Early Praise for The Great Reduction: Solomon Seeks the K ey to Peace
“Wisdom had made Solomon powerful and rich beyond measure. . . . But wisdom
couldn’t make him happy. Trott helps us see beyond Solomon’s futility to where true
wisdom is to be found.” - James R. Wheeler, recently retired Episcopal priest
“Jay Trott wonderfully expands in an accessible yet learned manner the quest for life in
all its fullness as expressed by Solomon. A vade mecum for the pilgrim in progress, this
book will serve one well at whatever stage of life’s journey they find themselves in.”
- Joseph Shepley, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Brookfield, Connecticut
“This is a book that I wish I had read earlier in my life. Setting the bar too high always
ends in disappointment if Solomon’s experience has any carryover for us. I have a new
perspective on Ecclesiastes, and Proverbs, and now find my ‘joy in the Lord.’”
- George Crocker, Episcopal priest
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† All Saints’ Day
Sunday, November 1st
t is believed by some scholars that the commemoration of all the saints on
November first originated in Ireland, spread from there to England, and then to the
continent of Europe. That it had reached Rome and had been adopted there early in
the ninth century is attested by a letter of Pope Gregory IV, who reigned from 828 to 844, to
Emperor Louis “the Pious,” urging that such a festival be observed throughout the Holy
Roman Empire.
However, the desire of Christian people to express the intercommunion of the living and
the dead in the Body of Christ by a commemoration of those who, having professed faith in
the living Christ in days past, had entered into the nearer presence of their Lord, and
especially of those who had crowned their profession with heroic deaths, was far older than
the early Middle Ages. Gregory Thaumaturgus (the “Wonder Worker”), writing before the
year 270, refers to the
observance of a festival of
all martyrs, though he does
not date it. A hundred years
later, Ephrem the Deacon
mentions such an observance
in Edessa on May 13; and
the patriarch John
Chrysostom, who died in
407, says that a festival of
All Saints was observed on
the first Sunday after
Pentecost in Constantinople
at the time of his episcopate.
The contemporary lectionary
of the East Syrians set a commemoration of all the saints on Friday in Easter week. On May
13, in the year 610, the Pantheon in Rome - originally a pagan temple dedicated to “all the
gods” - was dedicated as the Church of St. Mary and All Martyrs.
All Saints’ Day is classed, in the Prayer Book of 1979, as a Principal Feast, taking
precedence of any other day or observance. Among the seven so classified, All Saints’ Day
alone may be observed on the following Sunday, in addition to its observance on its fixed
date. It is one of the four days recommended in the Prayer Book (page 312) for the
administration of Holy Baptism.

I

† Transforming Stewardship
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever
humbles himself will be exalted.” - Matthew 23:12

J

esus gave His life to serve, not to be served. Putting other’s
needs before our own needs is a sign of becoming a mature
disciple, of following Jesus’ example. Humility is really a sign of a
strength. By putting other’s needs first we declare to the world that we are
putting our complete trust in God. When we align our thoughts and actions
with God’s plan for us, the result is Joy and Peace.
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† Before the Throne

I

Revelation 7:9-17 • Psalm 34:1-10, 22 • 1 John 3:1-3 • Matthew 5:1-12

n the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, we follow rubrics (think “stage directions.”)
Stand here, bow here, recite these words. “All things are done in order,” and, if the
order is sufficiently clear and straightforward, the entire affair may suggest “balance,
restraint, moderation, [and] measure” (Preface to the First Prayer Book; Preface to
Anglicanism, More and Cross). Liturgy is essentially formal and prescribed.
However, below the surface, there is always or always ought to be a sense of divine
power and a range of corresponding human emotions. Are we not rightly moved, on this
day, to think of all the saints who have gone before us, who have given us examples of
virtuous and godly living, who spur us on in the faith? And are we not perhaps even more
deeply moved to consider the saints of God whom we have known and loved and who rest in
that peace which passes all understanding? Can we think of parents and brothers and sisters
and friends departed without both a sense of loss and hope? All liturgy, but this one
especially, should open before us the reality of God and the depth of our love for the
mystical body of Christ.
The psalmist calls us to “Look upon [God] and be radiant” (Ps. 34:5). Look upon God
and those who, on a wavelength we cannot yet know or imagine, are with God in radiant
glory, in a blaze of light so intense that it seems to darken the mid-day sun, as one noon-day
hymn suggests [Cuius luce clarissima tenebricat meridies]. Adjusting our eye to divine
glory, we see “a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white,
with palm branches in their hands . . . And all the angels stood around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and
worshipped God, singing, ‘Amen! Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God for ever and ever!
Amen’’ (Rev. 7:9-12). We see gathered around
the throne the children of God who have come out
of a great ordeal, a time of testing, and who have
washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. We
see the fellowship of the baptized.
We are the children of God, and those we have
known and loved are the children of God. “See
what love the Father has given us, that we should
be called children of God; and that is what we are.
The reason the world does not know us is that it
did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s
children now; what we will be has not yet been
revealed. What we know is this; when he is
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is” (I John 3:1-2). We are God’s
children now. Our departed loved ones see God yet more deeply - as he is - and see
themselves with a deeper understanding - you will be revealed with him in his glory - and, in
communion with the hosts of heaven, sing in endless praise.
God has promised a kingdom, a place of comfort, a new heaven and a new earth,
righteousness and mercy, a reward in heaven (Matt. 5:1-12). God has promised shelter and a
good shepherd, springs of water, and the end of tears (Rev. 7:15-17). God cannot lie and
will give all these good things.
The great saints of God are before the throne. Your beloved relatives and friends are
before the throne, where God is revealed, and human nature is perfected. Rejoice in this
hope!
Look It Up:
Read The Collect.
Think About It
Ineffable joys.
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- from The Living Church, 2020

† Transforming Saints of God
Monday, November 2nd

All Faithful Departed

I

n the New Testament, the word “saints” is used to describe the entire membership of
the Christian community, and in the Collect for All Saints’ Day the word “elect” is
used in a similar sense. From very early times, however, the word “saint” came to be
applied primarily to persons of
heroic sanctity, whose deeds were
recalled with gratitude by later
generations.
Beginning in the tenth century,
it became customary to set aside
another day - as a sort of extension
of All Saints - on which the
Church remembered that vast
body of the faithful who, though
no less members of the company
of the redeemed, are unknown in
the wider fellowship of the
Church. It was also a day for
particular remembrance of family
members and friends.
Though the observance of the
day was abolished at the
Reformation because of abuses
connected with Masses for the dead, a renewed understanding of its meaning has led to a
widespread acceptance of this commemoration among Anglicans, and to its inclusion as an
optional observance in the calendar of the Episcopal Church.
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by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster

Greetings!

T

his Sunday marks All Saints' Day, the day we commemorate the saints of the
church—those who have died and gone on to heaven. Since it is one of the
principal feast days in the church year, there is no shortage of hymns that profoundly
mark the occasion.
Our worship Sunday will be framed by the powerful hymn "For All the Saints,
Who From Their Labors Rest." We will sing four verses at the beginning of the
service, and three at the end. In those verses, penned by the Anglican bishop
William Walsham How, the distinction between our earthly lives and the saints'
heavenly one is made clear:
O blest communion, fellowship divine! We feebly struggle, they in glory shine.
And the promise of what is to come should give us not only comfort for
ourselves, but comfort in our hearts for those who went on before us:
The golden evening brightens in the west; soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day; the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia, alleluia!

Besides acknowledging our saints in heaven, it is important that we remember
how they got there in the first place! "I Sing a Song of the Saints of God" gives us that
opportunity. Often considered a children's hymn because of its straightforward lyrics
that center around doctors, queens, shepherdesses, and victims of wild beast attacks,
it makes the following very clear points about what kind of person is a saint:
I sing a song of the saints of God, patient and brave and true, who toiled and fought
and lived and died for the Lord they loved and knew.
They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, and his love made them strong; and they followed
the right, for Jesus' sake, the whole of their good lives long.
Saints come from all walks of life, past and present:
They lived not only in ages past, there are hundreds of thousands still, the world is bright
with the joyous saints who love to do Jesus' will.
So there is hope for all of us:
…for the saints of God are just folk like me, and I mean to be one too.
Heaven and earth will come together in celebration on Sunday as we sing "Ye
Watchers and Ye Holy Ones." Written by the English hymn writer Athelstan Riley, it
can be thought of, perhaps, as a series of petitions. First, we petition the entire
heavenly host to sing. Here we call on the entire rank of angelic beings—the highest
order being represented by the seraphim, cherubim, and the thrones; the middle
order being represented by the dominions, virtues, and powers; and the lowest order
(Continued on page 13)
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(Continued from page 12)

Choir Notes

represented by the principalities, or princedoms, archangels, and angels. Too much
detail to go into here, but let's just say it's an impressive group.
Ye watchers and ye holy ones, bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, raise the glad
strain, alleluia! Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, virtues, archangels, angels' choirs.
The second verse, which we won't be singing this Sunday, petitions the Virgin
Mary to join in the singing:
O higher than the cherbubim, more glorious than the seraphim, lead their praises,
alleluia! Thou bearer of the eternal Word, most gracious, magnify the Lord.
In the third verse, we petition the saints in heaven to respond…to enter into this
heavenly worship, working our way down from the patriarchs to ultimately all saints:
Respond, ye souls in endless rest, ye patriarchs and prophets blest, alleluia! Ye holy
twelve, ye martyrs strong, all saints triumphant, raise the song.
Finally, it's our turn, so make it count! We get to join the heavenly hosts and
saints now with our singing:
O friends, in gladness let us sing, supernal anthems echoing, alleluia, alleluia! To God
the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit, Three in One, Alleluia!
Riley's text is derived from two ancient prayers from the Eastern Orthodox
tradition, one dating back to the 4th C; the words are set to a German hymn tune,
Lasst uns erfreuen, from the 17th C, chords were added to the tune by the 20th C
English composer Ralph Vaughan Williams (who also wrote for the music of "For
All the Saints"). The fact we are singing it in the 21st C in an American church just
further reminds me that the whole host of heaven really does reside over all time and
place.
The accompanying video of the hymn was chosen because 1) there is a fantastic
descant on the last verse, 2) the words are presented on the screen, 3) they are only
singing the three verses we'll be using on Sunday, and 4) the first image you see is a
reproduction of Francesco Botticini's painting called "The Assumption of the Virgin"
which shows the three hierarchies and nine orders of angels referenced in verse 1.
Enjoy!
Almighty God, you have knit
together your elect in one communion
and fellowship in the mystical body
of your Son Christ our Lord; Give us
grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living, that
we may come to those ineffable joys
that you have prepared for those who
truly love you; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who with you and the
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
For the saints of God are just folks like us, and we mean to be saints, too.
Peace and blessings, Kirsten
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† Helping Our Neighbors

H

ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our
community:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday
from 11 am - 1 pm. We have now held 14 food drives since April 22.
Last week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and the other
was delivered to Loaves & Fishes in New Milford.
Our next food collection will be this coming Wednesday, November
4th and will support Brookfield Social Services and the Jericho Food
Pantry in Danbury. If you would like to make a financial donation to
BSS, please make your check payable to Brookfield Social Services and
indicate “Food Pantry.”
Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the
pantries.
Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.
See you next spring!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this ministry is
sponsoring six at risk adults in our region. Meals are being provided by
St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in Bridgewater and St. Paul’s. Meal
preparers needed. If you are interested in making meals to support this
ministry, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. Thank you to all
who delivered meals for this week - it was really appreciated.
We have now delivered over 430 meals to our neighbors. Thank you!
Thank you all who participate in these food-related ministries:
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners. We are so
very grateful for your support in helping our neighbors in need.
Upward in focus. Outward in Mission.

† Next Food Collection Drive Wednesday November 4th

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to
serve those affected by the COVID pandemic.
Our next collection is November 4th from 11 am - 1
pm. Recipients of the November 4th food drive will be
the Brookfield Social Services and the Jericho Partnership.
The pantries we provide food to are still in need of our
donations.
If you have a home garden and would like to participate in the
Shalom Garden project by providing some of your homegrown produce, Jericho will accept
fresh vegetables. Not all pantries will accept fresh produce. We will accept fresh produce
which will then be delivered to Jericho immediately following the food drive.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour to spare on alternate Wednesdays
and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. We
especially need a second vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The pantries we serve are so grateful.
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† Israel, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps 

T

† Mount of Beatitudes 

he Mount of
The Mount of Beatitudes is a hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee, where
Beatitudes, believed
Jesus is believed to have delivered the Sermon on the Mount.
to be the setting for
Jesus’ most famous discourse,
the Sermon on the Mount, is
one of the most beautifully
serene places in the Holy Land.
Overlooking the
northwestern shore of the Sea
of Galilee, it offers an
enchanting vista of the northern
part of the lake and across to
the cliffs of the Golan Heights
on the other side.
Within sight are the scenes of many of the events of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, including
the town of Capernaum less than two miles away, where he made his home. Just below is
Sower’s Cove, where it is believed Jesus taught the Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-9) from
a boat moored in the bay.
The exact site of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-7:28) is unknown. Pilgrims
commemorate the event at the eight-sided Church of the Beatitudes, built on the slope of the
mount and accessible by a side road branching off the Tiberias-Rosh Pina highway.
The Mount of Beatitudes is also understood to be the place where Jesus met his apostles
New Dates for
after his Resurrection and commissioned them to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew
2021
Holy Land
28:16-20).
Plenty of Space for a Crowd
Trip
The spacious slope of the Mount of Beatitudes (also known as Mount Eremos, a Greek
word meaning solitary or uninhabited) would have provided ample space for a large crowd
Our next trip to
to gather to hear Jesus.
the Holy Land is in
The 4th-century pilgrim Egeria records a tradition that may go back to the
April-May of 2021!
Jewish-Christians of Capernaum. She tells of a cave in the hillside at the Seven
We leave on April
Springs, near Tabgha, “upon which the Lord ascended when he taught the
29 and return on
Beatitudes.”
May 9th. This trip
Archaeologist Bargil Pixner says: “The terrace above this still existing cave,
will cover all the
called Mughara Ayub, must be considered the traditional place of the Sermon
on the Mount. The hillcrest of Eremos indeed offers a magnificent view over the
basics and have
entire lake and the surrounding villages. The cragginess of this hill meant it was left
many optional adduncultivated and enabled Jesus to gather large crowds around him without causing
ons. Watch future
damage to the farmers.”
Sword Points and
A Byzantine church was erected nearby in the 4th century, and it was used until
Facebook for more
the 7th century. Its ruins have been discovered downhill from the present church.
info soon.
(Continued on page 16)
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(Continued from page 15)

Church of the
Beatitudes
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Mount Nebo & Madaba

Eight Sides for Eight Beatitudes
The Church of the Beatitudes, an elegant octagonal building with colonnaded cloisters,
blends into the slope rather than dominating it. It was built in 1938 for a Franciscan order of
nuns, to a design by Italian architect Antonio
Barluzzi - and partly financed by the Italian fascist
dictator Benito Mussolini.
The eight sides of the light and airy church
represent the eight beatitudes, and these are also
shown in Latin in the upper windows.
The centrally placed altar is surmounted by a
slender arch of alabaster and onyx. Around it, the
seven virtues (justice, charity, prudence, faith,
fortitude, hope and temperance) are depicted by
symbols in the mosaic floor.
In the landscaped garden, three altars are provided
for group meditation andworship.
Sermon Was Radical and Countercultural
The Sermon on the Mount, a powerful summary of
the fundamental teachings of Jesus, opens with his
proclamation of the eight beatitudes, beginning
with “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven . . . .” (Matthew 5:3).
Jesus taught orally, rather than by writing. Matthew notes that he sat down before
speaking, a typical Jewish position for teaching.
Scholars suggest that Matthew’s account is not a report of one, uninterrupted sermon
given on one occasion. Rather, it is believed, Matthew took a core sermon and added
various teachings given at different times.
The sermon indicated how Jesus’ followers, described as “the salt of the earth,” should
live so that they would be in right relationship with God and with others. “For I tell you,” he
said, “unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never
enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:20).
Biblical scholar Peter Walker comments: “The serenity of this beautiful place, however,
may be slightly unhelpful here, suggesting that Jesus’ words were calm and soothing when
in fact they were radical, demanding, authoritative, revolutionary and countercultural. Jesus
was calling Israel to a new way of life . . . .”
Christian Center on the Peak
On the peak of the Mount of Beatitudes is a Christian center for meetings, studies and
retreats called Domus Galilaeae (House of Galilee), opened in 2000. It is situated about a
mile from the ruins of ancient Chorazin.
The center and adjacent monastery belongs
to the Neo-Catechumenal Way, a Catholic
movement for Christian formation. Its
striking architecture was designed by the
movement’s founder, Kiko Argüello, and a
team of architects.
The library specializes in books about the
Sermon on the Mount. The chapel has a
large painting by Argüello, combining
Eastern and Western Christian symbols and
paying homage to the Church’s Jewish roots.
In Scripture:
The Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5:17:28
The parable of the sower: Mark 4:1-9
Jesus commissions the disciples:
Matthew 28:16-20

Tuesday
Nights at 7 pm

† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study
Attention all ladies! Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm.
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study continues throughout the Fall on Tuesday nights on
Zoom from 7-8 pm. On Election Day, Nov 3, when perhaps we will be standing in line, and
praying for our nation, there will be NO Ladies Bible Study that night. We will be back
together again the following week, Nov 10 for Isaiah chapter 52.
All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!!
To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar).
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09
Questions about the study or Zoom?
Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.
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† Mission Committee Holiday Plans

O

rdinarily this is the time of the year when we talk about our plans
for gathering donations for the Thanksgiving Food Baskets as well
as the Christmas Giving Tree. As we all know, things are
anything but “ordinary” this year. Brookfield Social Services has changed the
process for their programs, and we will be working with them to keep
everyone safe. There will be no Thanksgiving baskets or Christmas
giving tree. The best way to deal with the challenges this year is to
collect gift cards for each of their clients. For Thanksgiving,
it will be grocery store cards - ShopRite, Big Y,Stop&Shop,
ect. Christmas gift cards could be from Kohl’s,
Walgreens, Target, Walmart, CVS, Bed, Bath &
Beyond, or gas cards for area stations. They
would prefer no Amazon gift cards, mainly
because their shipping and delivery times
are quite extended.
We will have a “mailbox” at the back of
church for you to put your gift cards in.
There are no sign up lists. If you’re not attending church at
this point, you can mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it off during
the Wednesday drive through food drives. Please put it in an
envelope and mark it clearly.
All Thanksgiving gifts cards are due in by Monday,
November 16, if possible. However we will continue to
accept the Christmas gift cards until December 7.
Thank you all for your
continued support
in everything
St. Paul’s
does. Our
aim is for the
people in need get the help they
count on from their neighbors in
town...that’s what St. Paul’s attempts
in so many ways. God bless you all.
If you have any questions, call
Barbara DeAnzeris (203) 733-1763, or
Bonnie Wanzer (203) 313-2814. Thank you.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday morning
from 7:30 - 9 am our
John 21-12 group meets for
lively theological discussion.
They have met continuously
throughout the pandemic.
Join them at Theo’s
Downtown Diner in New
Milford, which has indoor
and outdoor dining.
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† Other Faith Traditions:
Reformation Day (Oct 31)

O

n the Eve of All Saints, Day, October 31, 1517, Augustinian Father Doctor Martin
Luther, professor of Scripture at the University of Wittenberg, Germany posted an
invitation to debate on the door of the Wittenberg Cathedral. The invitation to debate
contained ninety-five points, or theses, concerning the sale of indulgences. Luther chose
this date for posting his theses because the coming holyday would bring many of the
community to services, ensuring that his statements would receive wide exposure.
In the preceding months Albert, Archbishop of Mainz had authorized Dominican Friar
Johann Tetzel to sell indulgences (a paper declaring that the deceased person for whom it
had been purchased had received total forgiveness of sins and therefore a release from
Purgatory) in order to finance the construction of St. Peter’s basilica. Tetzel is alleged to
have declared "as soon as the coin in the coffer clings, the soul from Purgatory springs.
At the same time, Luther had been engaged in intensive study of the scriptures in search
of his own spiritual peace. He found tremendous relief in "the just shall live by faith.” This
principle of justification by faith became the positive argument underlying the ninety-five
theses.
Because the theses were a direct challenge to the Papacy--and to the economic system
enriching the Papal treasury--the reaction was swift and severe. The Pope initiated
proceedings to have Luther tried for heresy; proceedings that very likely would have led to
his execution. Luther--with the support of the Wittenberg faculty--appealed to elector
Frederick III of Saxony for protection.
Although Luther did not intend to begin a separate Church, such was the unavoidable
consequence of his challenge. By 1530 Germany was divided between communities loyal
to the Pope and those following the reforms
initiated by Luther.
For many years Reformation Day was
celebrated in Lutheran congregations as a sort of
rebirth of the Church. In more recent years
ecumenical progress has caused some to be
embarrassed by the celebration of the first schism
of Western Christianity. The alternative title
"Reformationi/Reconciliation Day has been
proposed although that has not been widely
adopted.
On Reformation Day 1999, the Joint
Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification
between the Lutheran World Federation and the
Roman Catholic Church was publicly signed in
Wittenberg. "Together we declare: by faith alone
is the centerpiece of this expression of ecumenical
convergence.
The appointed lessons for the day (often
transferred by Lutherans to the preceding Sunday)
point not only to the historical situation but also to
the Church’s constant need for ongoing renewal.
Jeremiah 31:31-34 tells of the coming New
Covenant where God will write His law on every
human heart. Romans 3:19-28 declares the central
tenet of the Reformation "we hold that one is
justified by faith apart from works of the law.”
John 8:31-36 enjoins us to be constant in the Word
in order to be freed by the One who is Truth.
And since the law is not yet perfectly inscribed
on every heart and all are not yet fully devoted to the Word, the task of Reformation is not
yet complete. Ecclesia semper Reformata--the Church is always reforming.
Written by Rev. J. Thomas Shelley, STS
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The Saints of Saint Paul’s
(for all the deceased members of Saint Paul’s who influenced us in our spiritual journey)

G

race be unto you and peace:
Knowing that our gratitude will never cease.
You were our nurturers, exemplars, teachers, and friends.
Our spiritual guides, our means to an end.
You started us off on our journey to God,
Through ups and downs, you helped us trod –
To follow in your footsteps and make our way,
To devote and commit, and be willing to stay –
To build Saint Paul’s strong, come what may.

W

e admired your work and followed your guidance.
We listened and watched when you took a stance,
To embrace Saint Paul’s mission, to transform and to pray,
To envision our growth and never stray.
You gave of your time, talents, and treasures.
Your faithful commitment to our Lord gave you pleasure.
You taught us always to persevere –
To live our faith which we hold dear,
As we continue to build communion with our peers.

N

ow, it is our turn to Jesus lead others:
Mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers –
To guide them on along their way
Just as you did for us in your day.
May we be as loving, diligent, and kind
In teaching the love of God in heart, soul and mind.
May you always be there by our side
To help us spread God’s word both far and wide.
And never, ever, stop being our guide.
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O

ur opening hymn for this Sunday’s All Saints’ celebration is “For all the Saints…” Who
are the saints now on the ‘Godward’ side of your life who encourage you to give thanks,
not only for their lives by your examples of loving
discipleship, but also by your willingness to be ever
grateful for all they know (and you know) God has given
you? This is our particular day to remember all the
blessed saints - especially those who have gone before us
here, have served God faithfully in this parish. They were
good and diligent stewards - quietly and continually
supporting his work in many ways while living lives of
integrity and courage. May it be yet another of God’s
gifts for us to join them at the banquet when our days
here are done. Let
light perpetual shine
upon them.

There will be a Christian Prayer Event on Saturday,
October 31st to pray for our country, the election,
Halloween, etc. It will start at 2 pm at the Veterans
Memorial, Rogers Park Danbury.
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T

his Sunday’s gospel passage
could be seen as describing the
characteristics of what it takes to be a
faithful follower. Do you see yourself
in any of the
descriptions Jesus
offers? If so congratulations! If
not - why not?

† Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study

T

he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is studying, The Ten Commandments,
via ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11 am.
The Ten Commandments were not demands from a distance, they were
intrinsically linked to Israel's covenant relationship with God. They touch our
relationship with Him, too, and they bring into relief vital issues that are highly
relevant to life in the twenty-first century.
Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be
attending.
Workbooks are by Mary Evans, Cover to Cover - The Ten Commandments,
Living's God's Way and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com.
Topic: Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study
Time: 9:30 - 11 am
Zoom Link: Click HERE
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2021
“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is
necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being
by itself.” James 2:15-17

S

aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our
mission work. We prepare an annual budget for vestry approval. Items in this
budget come from you, our parishioners! This is your opportunity to enhance your personal
or family missions with the prayer, talent and financial support of the entire parish!
As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword
Points” article. This is your opportunity to “put a
face” on what we, as a Parish, are supporting.
We invite your active participation in this
budgeting process as well as your involvement
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee. We meet first
Thursday, monthly 7:00 in the Guild Room.
If you have any questions regarding this process,
please contact a member of the Mission Committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie DoBosh, Lois Hunt, Joyce
Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer,
Cigdem Usekes, Don Winkley.
Mission Organization:_____________________
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________
Our task is to sponsor those missions that are:
 Christ Centered
 Meet the basic needs of our neighbors
 Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish
members.
Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support?
Prayer Needs: ____________________
Financial Support: $_______________
Physical Assistance: ______________
Any other pertinent information for committee consideration.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by November 1, 2020.
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N

orma Jean Sporck celebr ates today. Susan Iverson open pr esents
tomorrow. Jayne Arcamone, Lynne Donnelly & George Franklin will have
spooky celebrations on Saturday. Ruth O’Hara is a year older and wiser on
Sunday. Kaitlin Conte blows out candles on Monday Throw a Texas-size virtual
party for Ken Perry next Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
Sermon on the Mount, detail
Approximately 1880
Olrik, Henrik, 1830-1890

H

enrik Olrik, born in Copenhagen, graduated
from the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts.
Among his numerous works was a massive altar piece
for St. Matthew’s Church in Copenhagen.
He became a sought after portrait painter and painted
portraits of King Christian IX of Denmark, Henrik Ibsen
and other well-to-do members of Scandinavian society.
Along with
portraits,
Olrik
painted
landscapes,
religious
paintings
and still
lifes. One of
his most
famous and
ambitious paintings is the mural and altarpiece
depicting the Sermon on the Mount in St.
Matthew's Church in Copenhagen. St.
Matthew's, completed in 1880, is the oldest and
largest church in the Vesterbro district.
Throughout his career, Olrik was active in
the decorative arts and design. His designs were
used on coins, tableware, bindings and sables.
He worked for the Royal Copenhagen Porcelain
Factory and a number of other manufacturers. A
monument for Tsar Alexander II of Russia was
designed by Olrik.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home. I
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all
separated. It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to
come together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook
Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
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† This Sunday’s Readings
The Humble Will Be Exalted
Revelation 7:9-17
his lesson presents a vision of those who have survived great
tribulation and now worship before the throne of God and the Lamb.
These myriad saints come from all over the world and have been purified
through their own sufferings in association with the sacrifice of the Lamb.
But now the Lamb (which is a figure for Jesus) will be their shepherd, and they
will suffer no longer. Such a vision would be a great consolation to those
undergoing persecution.
Psalm 34:1-10, 22
A hymn of blessing and praise to the Lord for deliverance.
Matthew 5:1-12
1 John 3:1-3
Those we honor as saints have
In this lesson we learn that through God’s love, disciples are
now children of God; their destiny is to be like Christ. Those who never been ALL good, ALL
the time. But thankfully, those
did not recognize Jesus will not recognize his disciples wither.
Though the mystery of what those disciples are to become has not
who followed Jesus, at some
been fully revealed, Christians know that a dramatic change has
time, have had some inkling of
taken place in their lives; an earnest of the transformation
hearing these words and
underway. Those who stand in this hope will purify themselves as
practicing them. Their lives
Christ is pure.
inspire us to do the same.
Matthew 5:1-12
The gospel is the opening sayings of the Sermon on the Mount,
words of both comfort and challenge. The values of the kingdom are quite
different from worldly standards. Those who are to find blessing will know
want and thirst, if not because of their own circumstances, then for the sake of
others.
Those who
hunger for
righteousness
will find
fulfillment,
but first they
must suffer
persecution.

T

† Sermon Shorts

“G

od’s Perspective explained...in a minute!”
To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur weekly Men’s Bible Study meets weekly on Mondays at 7 pm on
Zoom, currently studying 1st John. This epistle was addressed to a
general audience, unlike those written by Paul. It shares a style, phrases and
expressions with the Gospel according to John, so it is very likely that both were
written by the same person. It appears to have been circulated to various
churches. The author seeks to combat heresy, specifically that the spirit is
entirely good but matter is entirely evil. John tells his readers that morality and
ethical behavior are important for Christians.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. Cleansed in the blood of the Lamb, and one in communion with all
the saints of every time and place, let us offer our prayers to the God who loves us,
praying together for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....Holy Spirit, West Haven; St. Paul’s, Westbrook;
Emmanuel, Weston.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....Clergy peer groups and the Clergy Family
Assistance Program.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Paul Kovacs, Denise, Lee Rybos,
Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen,
Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Jack, Fr.
Bill Loring, Fr. George Crocker, Bob Cutting and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Austria; the people of Sierra Leone; the Diocese of Rift
Valley (Tanzania) The Rt Revd John Daudi Lupaa; and our sister and brother members of
the African Methodist Episcopal Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for pr otection fr om mor tar attacks in Somalia with the UN
peacekeeping service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive food collections
during the month of November.
.....St. Paul’s Episcopal, Brookfield, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That we ask the saints in heaven for guidance in defending our faith.
.....Upcoming Election.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chair man of the J er icho Partner ship, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....For those beset by persecution for righteousness’ sake and those weighed down by trial
and distress, that the example of the saints may give them courage and hope.

Call out to the Lord.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Johnny cash reading
nt

Bishop Jeffrey Rowthorn’s
sermon on All Saint’s
Sunday, 2014 is worth
another look.

29

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random
Fact of the
Week!
Did you
know ... that
Halloween is
more Irish than
St. Patrick’s
Day?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Steve Hemming, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Carol
Wheeler, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley, Gail
Winkley, David
Williams.
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