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God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

Dear Friends,

W

e had a wonderful Covenant Sunday last week, and the
signs of generosity among us continue to be expressed.
Thank you for your commitment to supporting our mission at St.
Paul's by giving of your time, talent, treasure and testimony so
cheerfully.
Our Mission Committee just dropped off Thanksgiving gift cards
at Brookfield Social Services in the amount of $1,450. What a
generous outpouring for those in need all around us! As we
anticipate Christmas, our cheerful giving will be called upon once
again to support our church, and those we reach in God's love.
Financially, we are within reach of closing out the year with a
balanced budget, and may God continue to provide in these
challenging times as we give cheerfully. How is it that we give
so cheerfully? It's because we know that everything ultimately
belongs to God, who has given us the free gift of eternal life in
Christ. We in turn have the privilege of paying forward tangible
signs of God's love by blessing one another with our resources.
And so cheerfully we give as God continually lavishes divine love
upon us through the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Faithfully,

† A Riddle Wrapped Enigma
“And He will place the sheep at His right hand,
but the goats on the left.”

Jesus - Matthew 25:33 (ESV)

P

by John Tuthill

retty often the Bible seems to teach where our human reason cannot fully follow.
One classic example is the age-old, hugely bothersome question: "Why some and
not others?" In other words - why are some saved and not everyone saved? Our
gospel reading this week (Matthew 25:31-46) raises this question when Jesus contrasts the
final separation of people who end up in
eternal life from those headed to "eternal
punishment" (v. 46).
The Bible gives three true teachings
which for centuries theologians have
wrestled to fit all-together. Human
minds have such a strong desire to
"make it fit." The great temptation is to
throw one of the three out in order to
force a solution. Here are the three
teachings:
First, universal grace (that Christ
died for all and wills all to be saved.
Second, grace alone (meaning that
we don't contribute anything to our own
salvation).
And third, the teaching that "eternal
punishment" in Hell is real.
For the first one (universal grace) a
famous and well-loved verse is John 3:16: "For God so loved the WORLD that He gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life." 2 Peter 3:9 also teaches that God is, "...not wishing that any should perish, but that all
should reach repentance." 1 John 2:1-2 also teaches the same. For the teaching that we are
saved "by grace alone" the usual go-to text is Ephesians 2:8-10, "For by grace you have
been saved, through faith. And this is NOT your own doing..." Lastly, there are the many
places where Jesus teaches about Hell, such as in our text this Sunday, above. Here's the
point: If God wants to save everyone, and, if God does the work of saving, then no one
would be in "eternal punishment." But, we can't simply throw one of the three parts out to
make it all fit. Likewise, if salvation is entirely the work of God and some end up in Hell,
then it is tempting to throw out grace being universal. Or, if some will end up in Hell and
grace is universal, then maybe we need to throw out the part saying it is God alone that does
the work, meaning the deciding factor is in what we do. The three
do not fit all-together and reasoning does not have a way to be
contented with that misfit. What way is there to agree with all
three teachings? The only way seems to be to simply believe all
three, knowing there is no humanly reasonable capacity to sort
them all out and tie them all-together. The only "Way" is in Jesus,
as he sits in the middle of all three, tying them together in Himself.
The Apostle Paul warns in his writings to be careful treading on
this theological thin ice. His advice? It is found in Romans
chapters 9, 10 and 11 where he says, in part…
"O, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and untraceable
His ways!"
- Romans 11:33 (Berean Study Bible)
Thanks be to God!
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Concomitance [ /kənˈkämədəns/ ]

† Ih-pis-kuh-puh l Dik-shuh-ner-ee

Concomitance (noun) … Concomitance Eucharistic
is aDictionary)
doctrine that affirms the
(Episcopal
simultaneous presence of Christ's body and blood in each of the eucharistic elements. It
contradicts a narrow identification assurance of the fullness of the sacrament. The term is
from the Latin, "to accompany."

W

e are now in Phase 2.1 of Governor Lamont’s reopening guidelines, and we are
allowed attendance up to 50% of our capacity, still subject to mask wearing and
maintaining social distancing. The only change in Phase 2.1 is the maximum cap dropped
from 200 to 100. Please Note: Closed pews and closed portions of pews are different than
during the summer months. We request that everyone coming to church please wait to be
seated by an usher and to refrain from socializing. Please keep your distance from others.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Nov 21
Sun, Nov 22

Mon, Nov 23
Tue, Nov 24

Wed, Nov 25
Thu, Nov 26
Sat, Nov 28
Sun, Nov 29

- 7:30 am
10:30 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am
- 7:00 pm
- 8:00 am
9:30 am
7:00 pm
7:15 pm
-10:00 am
11 - 2 pm
-10:00 am
- 7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Sunday School
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Boy Scout Troop #5, Meadow
Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
Drive-Thru Food Collection
Thanksgiving Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 8:00 am
9:30 am
9:30 am
11:00 am

-

Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Sunday School
Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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Our doors will be open this Sunday for indoor services
at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am for Holy Communion!
Please Note our new service times!

Welcome
If you plan on joining us in
person on Sunday, please
review our safety protocols
ahead of time. You can read
them by clicking HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
Connecticut Covid-19 Phase 2.1
Guidelines.
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† Original Mayflower Compact

T

here are more than l60 independent nations in
the world. Whether dictatorships or
democracies, nearly all have written constitutions, but
that of the United States is by far the oldest. This is
something we can too easily take for granted, but it
really marked a pivotal turning point in history and the
way nations came to govern themselves.
How do you suppose the founding fathers ever
thought of having a written Constitution? The idea of a
written contract between the people and their
government came from a tiny band of fifty Christians
called
Pilgrims
that sailed to America in the Mayflower in
l620. The Pilgrims believed many of the
Church of England's traditions were not
Biblical. Since both King James and the state
church persecuted many critics as criminals,
the Pilgrims became Separatists and fled first
to Holland, then to America. They planned to
land in Virginia, where they had a charter
from the King to govern them, but Atlantic
storms carried them far north to Cape Cod.
Since their charter was not valid in that region, they needed a new government.
And so on November 21, l620, the Pilgrims drew up and signed the Mayflower Compact
(which is actually dated the 11th of November because Britain was still using the Julian
calendar). It said: "For the glorie of God and advancement of ye Christian faith, we do...
...covenant and
combine ourselves
together into a civil
body politick...to
enact,... and frame...
just and equal
laws...for the
general good of the
Colonie, unto which
we promise all due
submission and
obedience."
Several of the
men aboard did not sign. Did they believe the document was illegal?
The compact was modeled after the church covenant that the Pilgrims had drafted and
signed in l607 when they had first separated from the English Church and fled to Holland.
For the next fifty years, the Mayflower compact served the Pilgrims well, and it became an
important precedent for the idea of a written American Constitution at the Convention of
l787.

† Transforming Stewardship
“…whatever you did for one of the least of my brothers, you did
for me.”
- Matthew 25:40

M

ost of us are generous when it’s convenient for us. We
are generous when we have the time or the money. But,
generosity is the opposite of that. It means giving of one’s time,
money, compassion, forgiveness or mercy when it’s not convenient;
when it’s not on our schedule, but on the other person’s schedule.
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† The New Kingdom
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 • Psalm 100 • Ephesians 1:15-23 • Matthew 25:31-46

W

e celebrate the liturgy to lift up our hearts, to lift them, as I read moments ago
in a morning hymn, from the lowest places of life to the heights of heaven.
“Great is your glory, and the memory of your praise, which they celebrate
without end, who lift up [their hearts] from the lowest places” [Grandis est tibi gloria, tuae
laudis memoria, quam sine fine celebrant, qui cor ab imis elevant]. Yes, lift your hearts to
the King of heaven.
“If you have been raised with Christ,” says St. Paul, “seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not
on things that are on the earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God” (Col. 3:1-3).
A respite from the cares of life and a mystical
ascent to the throne of heaven is the special grace of
prayer and liturgy. A dismissal, however, or the
word Amen, send us back into the world. Even when
praying privately or during the liturgy, we bring deep
things up; we cast earthly cares upon God; we
rejoice and groan.
It is the “will of God to restore all things in your
beloved Son, the King of kings, and Lord of
lords” (collect). Yet we live in a world “divided and
enslaved by sin,” which is why it is so important to
pray and work for a world restored and freed and
subject to the gracious rule of Christ. Empowered
by heaven, we set to work upon the earth; sustained
by grace, we seek justice and mercy. This work of
calling in the reign of Christ the King is, from
beginning to end, the gracious work of Almighty
God.
Speaking to Jews captive in Babylon, the prophet
Ezekiel promised a return to their homeland and
their governance under “my servant David.” While
the return would be difficult and the challenges many, the prophet saw God as the agent of
their liberation. “I myself will search for my sheep . . . I will rescue them from all the places
to which they have been scattered on a day of cloud and thick darkness . . . I will bring them
out . . . I will feed them . . . I will make them lie down . . . I will seek the lost, I will bring
back the strayed, I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen them . . . I will set over
them one shepherd, my servant David” (Ezek. 34:11-23).
Perhaps recalling the story of Moses, the prophet evokes the ancient theme of God the
Liberator. “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their
cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down
to deliver them from the Egyptians” (Ex. 3:7-8). Perhaps also recalling the divine name and
authority to act, the prophet’s repeatedly uses the first-person singular pronoun. “I AM
WHO I AM” (Ex. 3:14). God will act, but not without Moses, his servant. “I will send you
to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites, out of Egypt” (Ex. 3:10).
The prophet’s promise of a return to the land of Israel is, in Christian terms, a
foreshadowing of the reign of Christ over all the peoples of the earth. Like Moses, we have
work to do. Some work will be great and extraordinary. Some work will be an unknowing
ministration to the needs of Christ. “Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family, you did it to me” (Matt. 25:40). Work for the gracious rule of the
King of kings by tending to the least, the lost, and the last.
Look It Up:
Read Psalm 95
Think About It
The King of joy and thanksgiving.
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- from The Living Church, 2020

† Love at the Beach
"How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of
them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
When I awake, I am still with You."

Psalm 139:17-18

R

by Steve Hemming

ecently, I went to the Marginal Way in Ogunquit, Maine, to spend time with the
Lord and also to watch the sunrise. When I arrived, the sun hadn’t risen yet,
however, the sky was painted with gorgeous shades of orange, which reflected
upon the ocean and shoreline. I stood there speechless, in awe of God’s handiwork; a visual
feast that only He could create.
Once dawn
appeared, as I
turned to
resume walking
along the
winding path
by the ocean,
these words
came into my
spirit; “From
now on, rely
only upon what
I think of you,
not others.” I
knew this was
from the Lord,
for I’ve grown
accustomed to
hearing His
voice.1
I
understood
why He said
this to me, for since I was young, I had devoted too much time and energy being concerned
about people’s opinions of me. I could tell by what happened next that God wanted to set
me free from the snare that kept me entrapped by the fear of man for so long. 2
As I passed by a bench on the walkway, I got the sudden urge to read Psalm 139. So, I
sat down and began reading the psalm out loud. As I came to verses 17 and 18, (which are
noted above) they leapt out at me. As I imagined the possibility of God’s loving thoughts
towards me being more numerous than the grains of sand, again, I heard the still small voice
of the Lord say to me, “Look up!”
As if I hadn’t noticed it earlier, right there before me, were beaches in every direction,
for as far as my eyes could see; Wells Beach to the left, Ogunquit Beach in front of me, and
York Beach to my right. I was convinced by the sheer magnitude of sand all around me that
God’s love for me was for real, and His precious thoughts of me were greater than I could
ever possibly quantify. As I came to this realization, it no longer mattered what people
thought of me, for God had set me free.
We were created to please God and seek Him,3 and not become people-pleasers, striving
ceaselessly to gain their approval. The Bible cannot be more clear about this when it states,
“It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.”4
We need to believe the words He says about us, and no longer subject ourselves to
man’s faulty evaluations of who we are. Let God be true and every man a liar! 5 His word is
truth,6 and when we come to know and accept these truths, they will set us free. 7
The truth is - God has loved you with an everlasting love.8 He chose you before the

Pre-dawn at the
Marginal Way,
Ogunquit, Maine –
November 6, 2020

(Continued on page 8)
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The Heart God Desires

(Continued from page 7)

foundation of the world.9 You are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works.10 Because He formed your inward parts,11 you are fearfully and wonderfully made. 12
He has called you by your name, you are His.13 You are precious in His sight.14 And He
will be with you always, and will never leave you nor forsake you. 15
.“Many, O Lord my God, are Your wonderful works which You have done;
and Your thoughts toward us cannot be recounted to You in order. If I would
declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered.”
Psalm 40:5
1

5

2

6

John 10:4, 27
Proverbs 29:25
3
Hebrews 11:6
4
Psalm 118:6

Romans 3:4
John 17:17
7
John 8:32
8
Jeremiah 31:3

9

13

10

14

Ephesians 1:4
Ephesians 2:10
11
Psalm 139:13
12
Psalm 139:14

Isaiah 43:1
Isaiah 43:4
15
Joshua 1:5

Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in
Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from
the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend. Check your
closets for those unused coats. And “Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to
St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.

† New Title from Jay Trott

The Great Reduction: Solomon Seeks the Key to Peace

W

Click on the book
cover above for a link
to purchase a copy.
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hat is the secret to happiness?
King Solomon was one of the greatest super
achievers of all time and fabulously wealthy. He
also had a reputation as the wisest man in the world. But at the
end of his life he was so unhappy that he felt moved to cry out
“all is vanity” and wish he had never been born. In Ecclesiastes,
Solomon brilliantly diagnoses the causes of our continuing
unhappiness and boils down the secret of peace and contentment
to a few essential ingredients. The Great Reduction explains why
his prescription for peace is just as relevant today as the day it
was written. It also uses his diagnosis to shed light on a
happiness that goes far beyond anything Solomon could have
imagined.
Jay Trott , a parishioner of St. Paul’s, is a medical writer and the author of ten books,
including The Most Soulful Book, At Smith’s House, and Essays at the End of the Age.
His novels include The Man Who Loved Too Much, The Visitor, and Trish’s Secret. He
has a master’s degree from Columbia University and a lifelong love of English literature
as well as the Bible. He is also a composer of choral music. He lives with his beloved
wife Beth in Sherman, Connecticut, and they have four children and three grandchildren.

† New Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study in January
The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Holy Spirit, via
ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11am, beginning January 5th.
This insightful study will lead to an empowering discovery of how your
Christian walk can be transformed by the Holy Spirit - a divine Person, not simply
an influence or power. He is part of the Godhead and we need to understand and
depend on the Spirit just as Jesus did. Here you will find the keys steps to take in
order to experience ore of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in you life.
Workbooks are by Selwyn Hughes with Ian Sewter, Cover to cover - The
Holy Spirit: Understanding and Experiencing Him and can be purchased
purchased online at www.christianbook.com.
Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be
attending.
Zoom Link: Click HERE
"I the LORD will be their God, and my servant
______ will be prince among them. I the LORD
have spoken."
Ezekiel 34:24 NIV

9

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster

Greetings!

T

his Sunday, November 22, is Christ the King Sunday, which marks the last
Sunday of Pentecost and the end of the liturgical year. It is also the Sunday
before Thanksgiving, St. Cecilia's Day (she is the patron saint of music and
musicians), and my dad's 87th birthday. Needless to say, November 22 is going to be
an eventful day!
Liturgically, the close of the church year reminds us of the second coming of
Christ and the promise of eternal life and freedom. We witness Christ on his throne
as the King of glory and all is made new. The close of the year, of course, signals the
beginning of a new year, and that will begin on November 29 with Advent, a time of
darkness and expectation as we anticipate Christ's first coming, and the cycle will
begin again. Christ is the beginning and the end.
We'll frame the Gospel lesson on Sunday with these powerful words by Caroline
Maria Noel:
At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of glory
now; 'tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, who from the beginning was

the mighty Word.
Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again, with his Father's glory o'er the
earth to reign; for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, and our hearts confess him
King of glory now.
And I love this verse from our closing hymn "Crown Him With Many Crowns"
which echoes this cycle:
Crown him of lords the Lord, who over all doth reign, who once on earth, the
incarnate Word, for ransomed sinners slain, now lives in realms of light, where saints
with angels sing their songs before him day and night, their God, Redeemer, King.
The liturgical year has come full circle.
In our opening hymn, "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" we not
only sing of joining with each other together, but ultimately we are
petitioning the Lord to come and free us:
For the Lord our God shall come, and shall take his harvest home; from his
field shall in that day all offenses purge away; give his angels charge at last in the
fire the tares to cast, but the fruitful ears to store in his garner evermore.
Even so, Lord, quickly come to thy final harvest-home; gather thou thy people
in, free from sorrow, free from sin; there, for ever purified, in thy presence to
abide; come, with all thine angels come, raise the glorious harvest home.
So what is this harvest home? Specifically, this represents the end of the growing
season and the fruits of the field being gathered. Another seasonal end indicating the
beginning of the dark time we know as winter. This is one of the popular
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Choir Notes

Thanksgiving hymns.
But "Come, Ye Thankful People, Come" also fits
liturgically with our readings for Sunday if you
consider the broader perspective that God is the "Lord
of the harvest" (Matthew 9:38) and we are…the corn?
Sure, why not? After singing those last verses, we're
going to say these words from the collect:
…Mercifully grant that the peoples of the
earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed
and brought together under his most gracious rule…
Wow! Maybe it's not just about the corn. There really are so many layers of
meaning in the songs we sing. While I've always thought about this only as a
Thanksgiving hymn, I'm realizing now that it does kind of repeat the message of the
day, but instead of the harvest home, it is the eternal home we seek.
Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord the Judge shall come, and take his servants up to
their eternal home. Lift up your heart! Lift up your voice! Rejoice! again I say, rejoice!
So as Thanksgiving allows us to celebrate the joy of the harvest, we can let the end
of Pentecost allow us to celebrate the joy of Christ's eternal kingdom. Maybe it will
give us the warmth we need to approach the start of the new cycle…Advent and
winter.
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing; he chastens and hastens his will to
make known; the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing: sing praises to his
Name; he forgets not his own.
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, ordaining, maintaining his kingdom
divine; so from the beginning the fight we were winning: thou, Lord, wast at our side:
all glory be thine!
We all do extol thee,
thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still
our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation
escape tribulation: thy
Name be ever praised!
O Lord, make us free!
Amen.
Each week, I love going
to YouTube to see which
version of one of our hymns
will speak to me the most.
While there were several
contenders this week, this
one was definitely the
winner! Enjoy!
Peace and blessings,
Kirsten
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† Helping Our Neighbors

H

ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our
community:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday
from 11 am - 1 pm. We have now held 16 food drives since April 22.
This week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and the other
was delivered to Brookfield Social Services.
Our next food collection will be Wednesday, December 2nd and
will support the Bethel Community Food Pantry and the Jericho Food
Pantry in Danbury. If you would like to make a financial donation to
BSS, please make your check payable to Brookfield Social Services and
indicate “Food Pantry.” This time of year we gladly accept food items
for Thanksgiving dinners.
Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the
pantries.
Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.
See you next spring!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this ministry is
sponsoring six at risk adults in our region. Meals are being provided by
St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in Bridgewater and St. Paul’s. Meal
preparers needed. If you are interested in making meals to support this
ministry, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. Thank you to all
who delivered meals for this week - it was really appreciated.
We have now delivered over 500 meals to our neighbors! Thank
you!
Thank you all who participate in these food-related ministries:
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners. We are so very grateful for
your support in helping our neighbors in need.

† Next Food Collection Drive Wednesday December 2nd

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections
continues to serve those affected
by the COVID pandemic.
Our next collection is December 2nd
from 11 am - 1 pm. Recipients of the
December 2nd food drive will be the Bethel
Community Food Pantry and the Jericho
Partnership. The pantries we provide food to are
still in need of our donations.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour to spare on
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. We especially need a second
vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The pantries we serve are so
grateful.
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Tuesday
Nights at 7 pm

† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study
Attention all ladies! Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm.
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study continues throughout the Fall on Tuesday nights on
Zoom from 7-8 pm. Next week, Nov 24th at 7pm we will be discussing Isaiah chapter 54.
All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!!
To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar).
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09
Questions about the study or Zoom?
Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.
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† A Gift Most Rare

R

obin Powell sends along this book suggestion by Tom Leihbacher. “Tom, a
very, very dear friend of mine, and Jack's Confirmation sponsor, has just had
his first book published. It's a God-honoring Christmas tale. I met
Tom when I moved to Briarcliff Manor when I was in the 8th grade,
which is the setting for his book. We were blessed with many riches,
including friendship, our mutual faith and a desire to live an obedient
life, even as young children. We continue to love and support each
other 47 years later.
Here’s a link for more information about the book and how to get a
copy: www.tomleihbacher.com.

† Saints of God
Thursday, November 19th

Elizabeth,

E

Below: One of
many worldwide
St. Elizabeth
Hospitals
(Hannibal,
Missouri)
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Princess of Hungary, 1231

lizabeth’s charity is remembered in numerous hospitals
that bear her name throughout the world. She was born
in 1207 at Pressburg (now Bratislava), daughter of
King Andrew II of Hungary, and was married in 1221 to Louis IV,
Landgrave of Thuringia, to whom she bore three children. At an
early age she
showed concern for
the poor and the
sick, and was thus attracted to the Franciscans
who came to the Wartburg in 1223. From
them she received spiritual direction. Her
husband was sympathetic to her almsgiving
and allowed her to use her dowry for this
purpose. During a famine and epidemic in
1226, when her husband was in Italy, she sold
her jewels and established a hospital, where
she cared for the sick and the poor. To supply
their needs, she opened the royal granaries.
After her husband’s death in 1227, the
opposition of the court to her “extravagances”
compelled her to leave the Wartburg with her
children.
For some time,
Elizabeth lived in
great distress. She
then courageously
took the habit of the
Franciscans - the
first of the
Franciscan Tertiaries, or Third Order, in Germany. Finally,
arrangements with her family gave her a subsistence, and she
spent her remaining years in Marburg, living in self-denial, caring
for the sick and needy. She died from exhaustion, November 16,
1231, and was canonized by Pope Gregory IX four years later.
With Louis of France she shares the title of patron of the Third
Order of St. Francis.

P

eter Maier will be a year older and wiser tomorrow. Throw a virtual party for
Kevin Lally on Monday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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Training Young Leaders to Wage Peace in the Holy Lands
by Kirk Petersen

“I

Pictures of summer
camp, 2019
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f you want
lumber,
you have to plant
trees.” That’s how
the Rev. Canon
Nicholas Porter
describes the
mission for Jerusalem-Peacebuilders, the
inter-faith, non-profit organization he has led
since 2011. JPB hopes to help create a next
generation of leadership in Israel and
Palestine that will be devoted to coexistence
and peace.
In past years, the centerpiece of this effort
has been a series of residential summer
programs in the United States, bringing
together Israeli and Palestinian high school
students from Jewish, Christian, Muslim, and
Druze backgrounds for two weeks of
“intensive, residential, peace and leadership
training,” he said.
The programs have other purposes, of
course: travel, have fun with a bunch of other
high school kids, and create lasting
friendships that transcend religious and
political differences.

relatively healthy Mideast into the maw of
the world’s worst pandemic in America. So
the programs was to be based in Israel, with
the in-person components in Jerusalem and
Acre, a coastal city about 20 miles from the
border of Lebanon.
Then at the 11th hour, the Israeli
government tightened its restrictions on
public gatherings, so that the program would
have to be entirely online.
Let’s pause here for a thought
experiment. Think back to a time when you
had a youth-group experience, overnight or
longer, that was spiritually or intellectually
fulfilling. You may remember sharing
games, activities, and meals with kids you
had just met. Maybe some mischief
occurred. Maybe you stayed up until 2 a.m.
having earnest discussions.
Then imagine trying to recreate that
experience entirely online. The idea doesn’t
inspire optimism, but Porter was surprised by
how well it worked. He said the kids adapted
well to the Zoom platform, and he noted that
it’s easier to attract quality speakers for an
online seminar than for a physical visit.
The newly consecrated Coadjutor Bishop
of Jerusalem, Hosam Naoum, took part in a
panel discussion with prominent
representatives of the Jewish and Muslim
faiths: Rabbi David Rosen, director of
interreligious affairs for the American Jewish
Committee (AJC), and Dr. Mustafa Abu
Sway, a Palestinian Islamic scholar at AlQuds University in Jerusalem.
Despite the lack of personal contact, the
summer program even managed to tick the 2
a.m. box. Sarah Aweidah, a new regional codirector at JPB, said at the end of an evening
Then came COVID-19.
session, the kids “wanted to stay, so we left
It was obvious that “we can’t put them
Zoom open” - and some of them stayed
together in that kind of pressure cooker,”
uptalking until 2 a.m.
Porter said, so the organization designed a
Aweidah is a 25-year-old Palestinian one-week hybrid program for August,
“almost 26,” she said - from East Jerusalem,
primarily online, but including some socially with a degree in engineering. She was
distanced, physical gatherings.
pursuing a career in hotel management at
It made no sense, and might not have
been possible, to send kids from the
(Continued on page 17)

(Continued from page 16)

Training Young Leaders to Wage Peace

Jerusalem’s storied King David Hotel when
she took some time off to help lead the JPB
summer programs in 2019.
“I realize they had something special, so I
made an abrupt career
change,” she said. She
joined the JPB staff and
enrolled in law school at
Bar-Ilan University in
Ramat Gan, a TelAviv
suburb. She plans to use
her law degree in the
service of peace efforts.
Jerusalem
Peacebuilders is not a one
-and-done summer camp,
it’s a four-year program.
Kids who join in the
ninth grade are asked to
commit to it for four
years, and “we have
about a 92-percent
retention rate,” Porter
says. There were 61
participants and staff in
the 2020 summer
programs, including 20
Jews; 12 Christians; 27
Muslims; and one each
Druze and Alawi, the
latter of which is a branch of Shia Islam.
The organization started out as a summer
program in 2011 with 11 participants. “That
was all we could get,” Porter said. In 2016
JPB began working with the Israeli school
systems to offer classes in peacebuilding,
communications, conflict resolution, and
social justice. They are active now in more
than 30 schools in the Holy Lands.
“Schools in Israel are segregated,” Porter
said starkly. There are schools for Jews and
schools where Christians and Muslims study
together. JPB seeks to build bridges across
the communities.

“I’m not naïve enough to believe that JPB
is going to ‘bring peace to Israel and
Palestine,’” Porter said. But “we can
contribute to that change.” Between the

summer programs and school-year classes,
“we’ve had direct impact on thousands of
young people,” he said. “We have trained,
empowered, and energized individuals who
will be agents of change in their society.”
Jerusalem Peacebuilders is a partner of
the Living Church Foundation
This article was reprinted from the Living
Church, November 29, 2020
St. Paul’s supports Jerusalem Peace
Builders; many will remember Rev. Nicholas
Porter’s sermon here on February 23rd this
year.

T
“Just
as you did it unto the least of these who are members
his final week of this church year has for its
Gospel, the Great Commission, which ends

of my family, you did it for me.” As we prepare for
Advent and a new church year, how will you covenant
to feed the hungry, give sustenance to the thirsty,
welcome the stranger, clothe the needy, visit the
prisoner, and/or tend the sick? We live in a world
crying for all kinds of compassionate care. How will
you be the face and hands of Jesus?
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† Mission Committee Holiday Plans

O

rdinarily this is the time of the year
when we talk about our plans for
gathering donations for the
Christmas Giving Tree. As we all know, things
are anything but “ordinary” this year. Brookfield
Social Services has changed the process for their
programs, and we will be working with them to
keep everyone safe. There will be no
Christmas giving tree. The best way to deal
with the challenges this year is to collect
gift cards for each of their clients.
Christmas gift cards could be from
Kohl’s, Walgreens, Target, Walmart,
CVS, Bed, Bath & Beyond, or gas
cards for area stations. They
would prefer no Amazon gift
cards, mainly because their
shipping and delivery times are
quite extended.
We have a “mailbox” at the back of church for you to
put your gift cards in. There are no sign up lists. If you’re not
attending church at this point, you can mail it to St. Paul’s or drop it off during
the Wednesday drive through food drives. Please put it in an envelope and
mark it clearly.
All Christmas gifts cards are due in by
Monday, December 7th.
Thank you all for your continued
support in everything St. Paul’s does.
Our aim is for the people in need get
the help they count on from their
neighbors in town...that’s what St.
Paul’s attempts in so many ways.
God bless you all.
If you have any questions, call
Barbara DeAnzeris (203) 733-1763, or
Bonnie Wanzer (203) 313-2814. Thank you.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday morning
from 7:30 - 9 am our
John 21-12 group meets for
lively theological discussion.
They have met continuously
throughout the pandemic.
Join them at Theo’s
Downtown Diner in New
Milford, which has indoor
and outdoor dining.
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† The Holy Land, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps 

T

† Are the Sites Authentic? Part 1 

he yearning to walk in holy places and touch ancient stones must be familiar to
every pilgrim. While we can pray and meditate anywhere, the sense of God’s
presence is stronger in a place that is hallowed by centuries of devotion to the
memory of a holy event.
The spiritual - even emotional - experience
enriches our prayer life and brings Bible readings
alive with a new appreciation.
But many of the sacred sites in the Holy Land no
longer exist in their original form. Structures have
been erected, levelled by invading armies, rebuilt and
destroyed again . . . and again.
Evidence from archaeology, history and ancient
documents is often fragmentary or ambiguous. And
spurious claims of the discovery of Noah’s Ark, the
Tower of Babel and the “Lost Tomb of Jesus” keep
popping up.
So how can anyone be confident that Christian
sites being shown to pilgrims are authentic? Or is that important?
Before considering the final question, let us look at some factors which help to establish
the authenticity of New Testament sites:
Tradition Before the New Testament
The first people to venerate places associated with the life of Jesus were members of the
early Jewish-Christian community in Jerusalem. Prominent among them were some of
Jesus’ own relatives - for example, James the Just, described by St Paul as “the Lord’s
brother” (Galatians 1:19), was the first bishop of Jerusalem.
It would be natural for these relatives to be deeply attached to the precise places
associated with a member of their own family. Before any of the books of the New
Testament had been written, Christian life and worship was organized around these holy
places.
Outside Jerusalem, the shepherds near Bethlehem would have retained clear
recollections of the birth of Jesus in a cave. They must often have told their children
and grandchildren of how the angel had given them the news.
And the news spread far. “Since that birth,” wrote St John Chrysostom,
archbishop of Constantinople, in AD 370, “men come from the ends of the
earth to see the manger.”
Accuracy of Oral History
The strong oral tradition of Jewish teaching required an absolute accuracy of
memory. The locations of events such as the Annunciation, Crucifixion and
Resurrection would have been clearly transmitted by the early Jewish-Christians
from generation to generation.
(Continued on page 20)

Archaeologists
discovered
these ruins
of an
octagonal
Byzantine
church
where the
apostle
Peter’s
house had
been in
Capernaum

2021 Holy Land
Trip
Our next trip to
the Holy Land is in
April-May of 2021!
We leave on April
29 and return on
May 9th. This trip
will cover all the
basics and have
many optional addons. Brochures for
the trip are available
in the back of the
church or by emailing
dszen@yahoo.com.
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(Continued from page 19)

Inside the cave of the
Nativity

The entrance
to the Tomb of
Jesus in the
Church of the
Holy
Sepulchre

Understanding Money

British historian Ernle Bradford, in his book Paul the
Traveller (Barnes and Noble, 1974), has observed:
“Modern men, accustomed to being bombarded with
information from innumerable sources - let alone books can scarcely conceive how exact was the information
transmitted by perfectly trained memory. In some socalled ‘backward’ parts of the world even to this day
whole genealogies, histories and sagas are transmitted by
the oral tradition. Over the years some errors may creep
in, but they are no more than the ‘literals’ to be found in
printed books.”
A form of shorthand was
also practiced in the early
Christian centuries. Eusebius of
Caesarea, the pioneer Church
historian, reported that the
Christian scholar Origen, who
died in AD 254, allowed his
lectures to be recorded by shorthand writers.
Around AD 330 Eusebius compiled his Onomasticon, an
alphabetical list of Old and New Testament place names with
descriptions of their history and geography. He also recorded that
as early as the middle of the second century St Melito of Sardis in
Asia Minor had visited the places “where the Scriptures had been
preached and fulfilled.”
Pagan shrines as markers
In three crucial places, the pagan
emperor Hadrian ensured that the
location of holy sites was not lost.
Pioneer historian Eusebius of
In AD 135 Hadrian rebuilt
Caesarea
Jerusalem. He constructed a
platform over the hill of Calvary and the Tomb of Jesus,
erecting a statue of Jupiter over one and a temple to Venus
over the other.
At the same time he ordered a grove dedicated to the
pagan god Adonis to be planted around the cave of
Bethlehem. Hadrian’s attempts to replace Christian worship at
these sites ironically helped to preserve their identity for
future generations to uncover.
When the emperor Constantine gave his support to
Christianity nearly 200 years later, the sites were easily
located for the huge churches he had built over them.
Constantine was actually the first person to explicitly use the
term “holy places.”
Next week we’ll explores the evidence of archaeology and
ask is the exact spot necessary?

A

nyone wishing to remember loved ones and friends
with a beautiful poinsettia plant that will be
decorating the church for the Christmas services, please use
an envelope found on the back table for this purpose. All
memorials are due by December 13 in order to be printed in
the Christmas Eve bulletin. If you have any questions, please
contact Gail Winkley, at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
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† Vestry Meeting
November 11th

Opening: : The meeting opened with prayer
at 7:30 pm by Lois Hunt. Sharing our
experiences: As the holidays approach and
the possibility of gathering with friends and
family is tenuous, how are you feeling about
this and what promises of God are you
holding on to in these days?
Sandra: Typically, we do not have large
family gatherings because we do not have
family close, so it will not be much
different this year. Thanksgiving in our
house is sometimes having simple meals
and not the traditional large meal. It means
more time spent with family instead of
preparing the meal. Lyndon: Our family is
not getting together for the holidays this
year, but the result of not getting together
has allowed us to have Zoom meetings with
family members from all over the country.
We can share our lives with them by way of
Zoom. Lois: Our family has decided to not
get together in large groups this year to be
safe. I’ll get together with my brother so I
won’t be alone, but I am cognizant of those
that will be alone. I pray for all those that
will be alone during the holidays - that they
feel loved and cared for. Mary: God is
showing through the Spirit different ways to
do things. Different activities can be done
in new but different ways. Mary Beth:
Sometimes we take getting together for
granted, but now that we cannot get
together it does not stop the love. It makes
us more appreciative of what we have and
those we love.
The October minutes were approved as
circulated.

Committee. He reported
that the contractor that
had been hired to install
the handrail on the front
walkway had medical
issues, which has delayed the installation.
No date has been set for the installation, but
the goal is to get this work done before the
winter weather sets in.
A big thank you goes out to Pam Szen for
the tireless effort she has put in for the home
cooked meals going out to needy families in
the community. Pam has coordinated the
entire program and has been faithful in
seeing that each family received a delicious,
hot meal every day.
Rector’s Report: The Lord continues to
bless St. Paul’s in every way. Fr. Joe
completed a video today that will be shown
to the congregation soon. It invites people to
be part of Covenant Sunday, which is this
Sunday, November 15th. A children’s
pageant will be held online this year. In
addition, Lessons and Carols will also be
online. Fr. Joe encouraged us all to ‘Keep
Our Love On’ at this time. Whatever this
means to you, continue to “Keep Our Love
On.”
Old Business: What is the latest update on
the front walkway handrail? The Property
Committee is working to get this project
completed before the start of winter.

New Business: Brookfield Social Services
Update: There will not be any food baskets
or Christmas giving trees this year due to
COVID. Instead, we will be
asking for food market gift
cards to support the
Brookfield Social Services.
For Christmas, store gift cards
will be requested so families
can still go out to shop for
Treasurer’s Report: October was a good Christmas and have gifts for their families.
Christmas gift cards are due by December
month. Between November and December
7th. A suggestion was made to have St.
of this year we will need approximately
Paul’s supplement the giving tree gift cards
$21,000 to break even. This is $18,000
better than last year, so we are in good shape. in case the interest is down due to COVID.
Lois will find out what the need is and let the
The Franklin Funds are tied to the stock
market and will go up and down, but we will Vestry know.
Boy Scouts of America: Lois
stay the course
introduced Don Winkley who explained the
Committee Reports: Mary Perry
current status of the BSA and the current
presented a status report from Mike
(Continued on page 23)
Chengeri, representing the Property
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† Vestry Meeting
The Vestry requested that a report be given
annually so there is better communication
lawsuits against them. Don attended this
between St. Paul’s Church and the
meeting to update the Vestry on the BSA
organization. Every year this Charter
Charter Membership at St. Paul’s. The BSA renewal will be brought to the Vestry for
is forming a completely new organization
approval. The Vestry has approved the
and is asking their current Charter Members Charter Membership for 2021.
to support them under the new organization.
The Blessing Tree: Lyndon was
Troop 5 has been in existence here at St.
viewing church services online during All
Paul’s since 1942. The BSA has filed
Saints Day and another church had a
bankruptcy to protect themselves against a
Blessing Tree. Parishioners would write
lawsuit that has 28,000 complaints. There is down their blessings and place them on the
a 30-year statute of limitations so that after
tree. This becomes a “Thanksgiving Tree”
the lawsuit is closed, litigants can go after
that can be placed in the back of the church
the charter members. Don believes that the
so everyone can walk by and give thanks for
BSA has a strong vetting process to ensure
our blessings. The Vestry is willing to look
the safety of all members of the BSA.
at the options, and a smaller group will get
There are two decisions to be made: the together to discuss it.
The governor has taken us back to Phase
first decision is whether St. Paul’s Church
2.1. We are well within the 50% capacity
should file a claim against the BSA and be
limit, so no seating changes are needed at
included in the lawsuit. This was the
suggestion put forth by the diocese of CT. A this time. New blue tape will be put down
Proof of Claim needs to be filed by 11/16/20 the middle of the pews to ensure there is a
six-foot spacing.
to secure funds in the event that St. Paul’s
would be sued in the future. The Vestry
Closing: The meeting was closed with
unanimously agreed to file the Proof of
prayer at 8:48 pm by Fr. Joe.
Claim.
The second decision is whether or not St. Respectfully submitted,
Pauls’ Church will continue to be a Charter
David Williams, Clerk of the Vestry
Member of the new Boy Scouts organization.
(Continued from page 22)

† Blessings Tree

O

n Thanksgiving Day,
November 26th, during our 10
am morning Thanksgiving Holy
Communion service, Fr. Joe will
include Blessings and Thanksgivings
from each of you and lift them up
during prayer.
Everyone is invited and encouraged
to participate, even if we can’t all be
together physically - this is a wonderful
way to continue to be connected as the
body of Christ. Please send your
Thanks or Blessings by email to:
Blessings.at.StPauls@gmail.com by
the end of day Tuesday, November
24th so that they may be hung on the
Blessing Tree in the church. They will
be lifted up during the service in
prayer. which you can attend in person
or view on YouTube Live at 10:00 am.
Joy and Peace to you.
St. Paul’s Vestry
23

† Art in the Christian Tradition

Mayday Mayday, the Raft of Human Rights

Street painted and drawn by Cuboliquido (born Milan, 1974),
Chalk crayons on pavement, Street Painting executed in 2013 © Cuboliquido / Chalk Festival Sarasota

E

very year since 2010, Sarasota, USA, has hosted the ‘Chalk Festival’, where it
celebrates the world’s most talented pavement artists. Yes, this 3D optical
illusion is just made with colored chalks on a street! Pavement artists use the
road surface as a canvas to develop oversized works of art. We have all seen them in cities
around us. This performance art form is thought to have originated in Italy during the 16th
century, even though people have been making
markings on the ground forever. What makes them
unique compared to other ‘ground’ art such as
mosaic floors, or tiles, etc, is that there is no
permanence. These works get created for one
moment, admired, spoken of, and then they
disappear because of the rain, traffic, pedestrians,
etc… by artists who don’t just create works for
commercial reasons, but who create these beautiful
works just for the joy of making them to be admired
by others. A free gift from the artists to us.
This artist (creating this work in 2013 for the
Sarasota Chalk Festival) came up with an intricate
idea that makes the images of refugees on a raft
appear to rise above the pavement, from the
particular vantage point that the photo was taken
from. In Sunday’s reading Christ says ‘I was naked
and you clothed me.’ These words are especially
appropriate for all the refugees in the world escaping
horrendous wars and trying to improve their lives
elsewhere. With many of them risking their lives
crossing the Mediterranean, our image of today is
especially relevant. Also to see this image on the actual streets we might then find our
refugee brothers and sister on, makes it even more poignant.
Dear Lord, help us to be aware of the difficulties and uncertainty all refugees suffer, and
always to remember that we all belong to the same human family. Therefore, please give us
wisdom, compassion and courage to help and love them in any way we can.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home. I
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all
separated. It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to
come together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook
Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
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† Our Daily Bread

O

ur Daily Bread for December, January & February is
now available at the church. Copies are in the back
of the church. Or e-mail dszen@yahoo.com to have copy
mailed to you.
Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation
for each day.

† Electronic Giving

A

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making
your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from your
checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.
There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be
no changes if you choose to still use your present method of
giving. The system is simple using the following steps
below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give Now”
button at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. After
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions
to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

† Rose Barrett's 100th Birthday Is December19th

R

ose Barrett's 100th birthday is rapidly approaching, December 19th. With
COVID still a real and present danger, any traditional celebrations
are out. Doing a Zoom gathering would not
work given her sight and hearing
challenges. What we would like for
her friends and family to do is record
a video wishing her a happy birthday
and recounting a memory of her that
meant something to you or to send the
same kind of thing in written form
(card or letter). Videos can be sent to
Chris Barrett or posted to the “Rose
Barrett’s 100th Birthday Facebook
Group. “
Cards can be sent directly to:
Rose Barrett
132 Main Street, Apartment 311,
Danbury, CT 06810
Thanks. Let's make this a really blessed and memorable celebration for Rose!
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Jesus’ Sovereignty
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
n our opening reading the Lord promises to be the shepherd of the people.
God will bring them home and heal them. God will feed and protect them.
The exile of Israel is coming to an end. Ezekiel has prophesied against the false
shepherds, the rulers who only fed off the flock. Now God will tend the sheep
who have been dispersed and preyed upon, but the overfed will be judged.
Psalm 100
A call to praise and to offer thanksgiving to the Lord.
Ephesians 1:15-23
In this lesson Paul gives thanks for the faith and love of the
Ephesians and prays that they may see with their inward eyes the
Matthew 25:31-46
power of God, who raised and enthroned Jesus far above all
"The judgement is NOT based on
earthly and heavenly dominions. How vast is the treasure that
doing the right things to/for Jesus.
God offers to those who trust in the Lord! The Lord Christ now
Of course we would do all those
reigns as head of the church, which is his body and which
things if we knew it was Jesus.
experiences the fullness of his love.
(Wouldn't we?) But unfortunately,
Matthew 25:31-46
Our gospel presents a picture of the universal judgment when
the judgement is based on just doing
the Son of Man, acting as judge and king, will separate humankind
the right things for the
into two groups: those who have cared for the Lord in the needy,
dispossessed. This is not rocket
the stranger, and prisoners - and those who have not. On one level
science; it only requires common
the evangelist intends those in need to be understood as Christian
disciples. But the bringing of all peoples into judgment has caused sense and human decency. And we
all have that don't we?”
Christians to realize that the Christ is to be recognized in every
individual. Beneath this awareness lies a profound theological
mystery; the likeness of God, which has been decisively revealed in the human
person of
Jesus,
may be
perceived
in each
human
being.

I

† Sermon Shorts

P

ut your full weight upon the Lord. To replay
all our sermons, audio and videos follow this
link for the Sunday Sermons. Check out our
Sermon Archives as well.
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† Men’s Bible Study

O

ur weekly Men’s Bible Study meets weekly on Mondays at 7 pm on Zoom,
currently studying 1st John. This epistle was addressed to a general
audience, unlike those written by Paul. It shares a style, phrases and expressions
with the Gospel according to John, so it is very likely that both were written by the
same person. It appears to have been circulated to various churches. The author
seeks to combat heresy, specifically that the spirit is entirely good but matter is
entirely evil. John tells his readers that morality and ethical behavior are
important for Christians. This lively study averages about 20 men per meeting.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. Through baptism we have been raised with Christ, ordained to a
royal priesthood, and made citizens in a holy nation. As faithful priests serving the King
of kings, let us intercede for all the world, praying together for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....St. Paul’s, Woodbury; St. John the Evangelist,
Yalesville; Grace Church, Yantic.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....The health and well‐being of persons employed
by The Episcopal Church; the Presiding Bishop and
the President of the House of Deputies of The
Episcopal Church.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly
Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Jack, Fr. Bill
Loring, Alex and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of Canada; the people of Papua New Guinea; the Diocese of Sambalpur
(North India) The Rt Revd Pinuel Dip; and our sister and brother members of the General
Association of Regular Baptist Churches.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Brookfield Social Services and the families that will receive food collections during the
month of November.
.....First Assembly of God, Brookfield, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That we are generous with our gifts of time, talent and treasure especially when it’s not
always convenient for us.
.....Education.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....All your children who do not confess you as Lord. Enable us to live the good news
convincingly, that all may inherit life eternal in the kingdom of heaven.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Johnny cash reading
nt

The Lord Is The Good
Shepherd in our Old
Testament lectionary
reading for this Sunday.
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

Random Fact of the Week!
Did you know ... Isambard Kingdom Brunel had muddy boots and
trousers when posing for what was called "one of the most famous
photographs of the nineteenth century and, possibly, of all
time" (pictured)?

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Steve Hemming, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Carol
Wheeler, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley, Gail
Winkley, David
Williams.
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