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A

few weeks ago, Fr. Joe shared a wonderful sermon talking about trusting God
and leaning back on Him, just as we lean back on a chair and trust it will hold us
up. True Trust.
In His Word, God has described a pattern of going and returning, labor and rest. God is
always inviting us to create time and space dedicated to drawing close to Him for restoration
and wholeness in our weary bodies, anxious minds and yearning souls.
As our
activities
have certainly
been curtailed
these days,
Advent is a
good season
to examine if
we are truly
taking the
proper time to
truly lean
back on God
and place our
full trust in
Him and His
rule over all.

Let us take the burdens of reason, worry, anxiety and stress off our
humanity so as to experience restoration and prepare ourselves for the
coming of Jesus.
My prayer for each one of you is individual restoration, wholeness
and rest in the mighty arms of God who is trustworthy and true.
And a Blessed Advent to
all.
Mary Perry,
Warden

St. Paul’s Parish
174 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, Connecticut 06804
(203) 775-9587

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector
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Concomitance
]
uspension of In-Person
Services [- /kənˈkämədəns/
Out of an abundance
of caution, we
†
Ih-pis-kuh-puh
l
Dik-shuh-ner-ee
have
voluntarily moved to a temporary suspension
of our inConcomitance (noun) … Concomitance Eucharistic
is aDictionary)
doctrine that affirms the
(Episcopal
person
services.
For the
time being,
church
will not
be
simultaneous
presence
of Christ's
body andour
blood
in eachbuilding
of the eucharistic
elements.
It
contradicts
a narrowInstead,
identification
assurance
of the
fullness of
the sacrament.
The term
is
open
on Sundays.
we will
stream
services
through
YouTube
Live,
from the Latin, "to accompany."
followed by Drive Thru-Communion in our parking lot. Please stay tuned
for further updates. For now, thank you for your prayers and support, and
may the Lord grant us peace, joy and health as we journey together in love.

Festival of Lessons & Carols - Lessons and Carols will
be offered this year via Zoom. Join us next Sunday,
December 13 at 5 pm for this beautiful service of
readings and music. We will provide the Lessons, and
the Carols will be presented by choirs from around the
world, via YouTube. Perhaps a bit of a unique alternative
to our typically in-person service, but it is still 2020!

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Dec 5

- 7:30 am
10:30 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

- 9:30 am
10:30 - 11 am
Mon, Dec 7 - 7:00 pm
Tue, Dec 8 - 8:00 am
7:00 pm
Wed, Dec 9 -10:00 am
7:30 pm
Sat, Dec 12 - 7:30 am
10:00 am

-

Online Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Drive Thru Holy Communion
Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
PraiseKicks (Zoom)
Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
Vestry Meeting via Zoom
John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

Sun, Dec 6

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† Migration
Isaiah 40:1-11 • Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 • 2 Peter 3:8-15a • Mark 1:1-8
“Moses said to the people, ‘Remember this day on which you came out of Egypt, out of
the house of slavery’” (Ex. 13:3). Second only in importance to this seminal story, the Old
Testament tells a long and complicated saga, not about going to and founding the land of
promise, but of returning to it.
From the mid-eighth century to the mid-sixth century B.C., the nation of Israel, or rather,
Israel in the north and Judah in the south, were under constant political threat, first from the
Assyrians and then the Babylonians. In the end, the nation was destroyed, its temple torn
down, and its inhabitants deported to Babylon. The event is generally dated 587-586 B.C.
The psalmist describes the bitterness of captivity in a foreign land, “By the waters of
Babylon we sat down and wept, when we remembered you, O Zion. As for our harps, we
hung them up on the trees in the midst of that land. For those who led us away captive asked
us for a song, and our oppressors called for mirth: ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion.’ How
shall we sing the Lord’s song upon an alien soil? If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right
hand forget its skill. Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember
you, if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joys” (Ps. 137:1-6). For a generation, for a
full 70 years, the people of God wept and hoped for a return to their land and their temple.
In the fullness of time, Babylon fell to the Persians, and under Persian rule, the Jews
were allowed to return home. The
prophet Isaiah announced the great
moment, saying, “Comfort, O
comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and
cry to her that she has served her
term, that her penalty is paid” (Isa.
40:1).
A universal longing reverberates
in this ancient story, the hope for a
home, a familiar landscape, a center
of worship, a common culture, a
sense of belonging, and being, all of
which are echoes a more profound
longing, the longing for God. The
Jews went home, and they went
home to their God. “In the
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and all the rough places plain” (Isa. 40:3-4). This great migration was
the great act of God. “The Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him” (Isa.
40:10). He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep” (Isa. 40:11).
Like all great stories, this one was repeated, again and again. For instance, we hear it in
the opening words of St. Mark’s gospel, “The beginning of the Good News of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See I send my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness; ‘Prepare the way
of the Lord, make his path straight’” (Mark 1:1-2). John the Baptist prepares a way for “one
who is mightier than I,” that is, for Jesus. In this retelling, Jesus becomes our homeland,
temple, culture, being, and belonging. Baptized into His Spirit, we find comfort, tender
love, divine food, and protection.
In a sense, we prepare for the Lord by constant longing. “Do you not feel yourself drawn
with the expectation and desire of some Great Things?” (Thomas Traherne)
Look It Up:
Read Isaiah 40:9-10
Think About It
Your God will lead you home.
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- from The Living Church, 2020

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 3rd

Francis Xavier

Missionary to the Far East, 1552
rancis Xavier was one of the great missionaries of the Church. Born in Spain in
1506, he studied locally before taking up university studies in Paris in 1526,
receiving a master’s degree in 1530. While in Paris he met Ignatius Loyola and,
with a small group of companions, they bound themselves together for the service of God on
August 15, 1534, the beginning of what would later become the Society of Jesus, or the
Jesuits. After further theological study, Francis and Ignatius were ordained together in 1537.
As the nuncio to the east for the King of Portugal, John III, Francis went to India,
arriving at Goa on the western coast in 1542. He later moved south and traveled as well to
Sri Lanka (Ceylon) and the Molucca Islands, now Indonesia. For seven years, he labored
among the people there, winning many converts to the
faith, baptizing, teaching, and trying to ease the
suffering of the people. His efforts were not always
well received. New Christians were often abused and
enslaved and sometimes killed.
In 1549, Francis moved on to the southern region of
Japan and immediately set about learning the language
and preparing a catechism to support his missionary
efforts. In time, he moved north to the imperial capital,
Kyoto, and made an effort to see the Mikado, the
Japanese emperor. Civil strife and localized resistance
made Francis’ Japanese efforts difficult, but he came
away from the experience with a deep sense of respect
for the people and their culture.
After returning to India in 1551, Francis was
appointed the Jesuit Provincial for India, but he was not
satisfied only to maintain the work already begun. He
immediately set out for China, at the time closed to
foreigners, in hopes of launching new missionary efforts there. He set up camp near the
mouth of the Canton River in August 1552, hoping to secure passage into the country. Later
that year he took ill and died, at age forty-six, on December 3, 1552. His remains were later
transferred back to Goa, India.

F

† Salvation Army 2020 & St. Paul’s

S

t. Paul’s Parish has been an ardent participant with the
Salvation Army for more than 25 years. Unfortunately, this
year we do not have the opportunity to “ring the bells” for your
enjoyment!
However, The Salvation Army needs are greater than ever! We
ask that you consider a generous contribution to our local Salvation
Army Unit. All funds we collect are used in our immediate
community!
Make your checks out to “The
Salvation Army” and mail St. Paul’s
Church, 174 Whisconier Rd,
Brookfield 06804.
Thank you for your continued
commitment to The Salvation Army.
If you have any questions, please
contact Don Winkley at 203-775-3343 or donwinkley@gmail.com.
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J

ohn called on
the people to
undergo a “change
of heart.” The
faithful follower is
one who has undergone such a change.
Take a Hanger
Fill a Hanger

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in
Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership. “Take a Hanger” from
the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend. Check your
closets for those unused coats. And “Fill a Hanger.” Bring it back to
St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it.

† New Title from Jay Trott

The Great Reduction: Solomon Seeks the Key to Peace

Click on the book
cover to the right for
a link to purchase a
copy.
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W

hat is the secret to happiness?
King Solomon was one of the greatest super
achievers of all time and fabulously wealthy. He
also had a reputation as the wisest man in the world. But at the
end of his life he was so unhappy that he felt moved to cry out
“all is vanity” and wish he had never been born. In Ecclesiastes,
Solomon brilliantly diagnoses the causes of our continuing
unhappiness and boils down the secret of peace and contentment
to a few essential ingredients. The Great Reduction explains why
his prescription for peace is just as relevant today as the day it
was written. It also uses his diagnosis to shed light on a
happiness that goes far beyond anything Solomon could have
imagined.
Jay Trott , a parishioner of St. Paul’s, is a medical writer and the author of ten books,
including The Most Soulful Book, At Smith’s House, and Essays at the End of the Age.
His novels include The Man Who Loved Too Much, The Visitor, and Trish’s Secret. He
has a master’s degree from Columbia University and a lifelong love of English literature
as well as the Bible. He is also a composer of choral music. He lives with his beloved
wife Beth in Sherman, Connecticut, and they have four children and three grandchildren.

† The Sower - A Testimony
“Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: "Behold, a sower went
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds came
and devoured them. Some fell on stony places, where they did not have much
earth; and they immediately sprang up because they had no depth of earth. But
when the sun was up they were scorched, and because they had no root they
withered away. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up and choked
them. But others fell on good ground and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Matthew 13:3-9

“But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty ”

Matthew 13:23

M

by Steve Hemming

y dad was a sower of the word, and he shared his faith with many during his
life. As early as I can remember, he took us, his family, to the Church of the
Incarnation, in Penfield, New York. Although I attended regularly, initially I
wasn't fond of going to church. And although I knew who Jesus was back them, I really
didn't "know" Him until much later, when I became an adult. However, looking back, I am
truly grateful that Dad required me to go to church. For without the foundation of faith he
instilled in me, I'm not certain I would have become a follower of Christ.
While it was Dad who first planted the seed of faith in me, others came along and
watered what he had sowed; Andy, Father Seraphim, and Kevin. And it was Kevin who
brought me to a Fishnet Festival one summer many years ago, in Front Royal, Virginia,
where I invited Jesus to come into my heart.
I can still remember to this day the sheer look of joy on my dad's face when I told him
that I accepted Jesus as Lord. Our now, mutual faith in the Lord drew us ever closer to Him
and to one another, as a father and son. Even though he sowed that seed in me so many
years before, Dad was confident, knowing by faith that I would eventually receive the
implanted word of God and bear fruit.
As I remember Dad on this,
the anniversary of the day when
he went to heaven, I want to
thank You, Abba Father, for
giving me my earthly father, and
also for all the years you gave us
together. My Lord, it is my
heart's desire that I will sow
Your word like my dad, and
bear much fruit for Your glory,
and Your kingdom. Amen.

In loving memory of
Daniel W. Hemming
January 12, 1933 to
November 30, 2012
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† Helping Our Neighbors

H

ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our
community:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday
from 11 am - 1 pm. We have now held 17 food drives since April 22.
Last week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and the other
was delivered to F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Newtown.
Our next food collection will be Wednesday, December 16th and
will support the F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Newtown and the Jericho Food
Pantry in Danbury. If you would like to make a financial donation to
BSS, please make your check payable to Brookfield Social Services and
indicate “Food Pantry.”
Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the
pantries.
Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.
See you next spring!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this ministry is
sponsoring six at risk adults in our region. Meals are being provided by
St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in Bridgewater and St. Paul’s.
Meal preparers needed. If you are interested in making meals to
support this ministry, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.
Thank you to all who delivered meals for this week - it was really
appreciated.
We have now delivered over 500 meals to our neighbors! Thank
you!
Thank you all who participate in these food-related ministries:
Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners. We are so
very grateful for your support in helping our neighbors in need.

† Next Food Collection Drive Wednesday December 16th

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections
continues to serve those affected
by the COVID pandemic.
Our next collection is December 16th
from 11 am - 1 pm. Recipients of the
December 2nd food drive will be the
Newtown F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry and the
Jericho Partnership. The pantries we provide food
to are still in need of our donations.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour to spare on
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. We especially need a second
vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The pantries we serve are so
grateful.
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† Transforming Stewardship
“Prepare the way of the Lord…”

- Mark 1:3

W

e are all called to live a holy life. We are all
called to invite others to live holy lives. Living a
stewardship lifestyle, being grateful and generous with our
gifts, does just that – it puts us on the path to holiness and it
invites others to be holy, too.

† New Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study in January
The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Holy Spirit, via
ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11am, beginning January 5th.
This insightful study will lead to an empowering discovery of how your
Christian walk can be transformed by the Holy Spirit - a divine Person, not simply
an influence or power. He is part of the Godhead and we need to understand and
depend on the Spirit just as Jesus did. Here you will find the keys steps to take in
order to experience ore of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in you life.
Workbooks are by Selwyn Hughes with Ian Sewter, Cover to cover - The
Holy Spirit: Understanding and Experiencing Him and can be purchased
purchased online at www.christianbook.com.
Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be
attending.
Zoom Link: Click HERE
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by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster

Advent Greetings!
Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! Let every hill and valley a
level way appear. Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. Oh, blest is
Christ that came in God's most holy name.
What a great way to begin worship this Sunday! Those words from our
opening hymn express a message that will be
repeated over and over in our prayers and readings
this week, as well as the other hymns!
As we'll hear in the lesson from Isaiah: "A voice
cries out: 'In the wilderness prepare the way of the
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low.' "
There's a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from
the ways untrod: Prepare in the desert a highway, a
highway for our God! The valleys shall be exalted, the
lofty hills brought low; make straight all the crooked
places where the Lord our God may go!
So who is this voice crying out in the wilderness? In the Gospel reading from
Mark, we find out…could it be John the baptizer?
On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry announces that the Lord is nigh; awake and
hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings.
"John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins."
Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within, and
let each heart prepare a home where such a mighty guest may come.
We are not only preparing for the Lord's arrival, but we are also preparing the way
for our own salvation. We are weak and frail, as we are reminded in the reading from
Isaiah: "All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass
withers, the flower fades...."
For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward; without thy grace
we waste away like flowers that wither and decay.
O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up to the heights and sing! Proclaim to a
desolate people the coming of their King. Like the flower of the field they perish, like
grass our works decay, the power and pomp of nations shall pass like a dream away.
But there's hope: "The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God
(Continued on page 11)
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(Continued from page 10)

Choir Notes

will stand forever."
but the word of our God endureth, the arm of the Lord is strong; he stands in the
midst of nations, and he will right the wrong. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd,
the lambs he'll gently hold; to pastures of peace he'll lead them, and bring them safe to
his fold.
So let's prepare for the Lord's arrival, because when he comes, he comes with
graciousness, peace, truth, mercy, and righteousness to his faithful people. But we
prepare for his arrival by preparing ourselves to receive him - we don't want to be the
crooked paths and unlevel ground, right?
He brings God's rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. His rule is peace and
freedom, and justice, truth, and love. Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy
abounding. Oh, blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name.
Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior's rule embrace. His tidings of salvation
proclaim in every place. All lands will bow before him, their voices will adore him. Oh,
blest is Christ that came in God's most holy name.
Our opening hymn, "Prepare the Way, O Zion" is a really popular Advent hymn…
particularly in Sweden, where it is better known as "Bereden väg för Herran." Franz
Mikael Franzén wrote the lyrics in the early 19th C., and over the years, its many
verses have been translated by numerous writers. One common translation begins
"Prepare the Royal Highway." The tune that it is frequently set to is a Swedish folk
melody, or at least a Swedish variant of a German folk melody…it's hard to pinpoint
exactly where these melodies come from!...that showed up in the 1697 publication of
the Svenska Psalmboken (Swedish Psalm book), so it was around a good 100+ years
before the words were! For your listening pleasure, here is a calm and peaceful
instrumental performance of the melody.
This is such beautiful music to hear as you
reflect on the readings for Sunday. The
hymn version for Sunday is a little more
dance-like and upbeat.
And in case you want to hear it sung in
Swedish:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ucxDx0oLFqM&feature=youtu.be
Speaking of music…if you've been
wondering what will become of Lessons
and Carols this year, it will be going on!
But not in person. On Sunday, December
13 at 5:00 PM, you are invited to join a
Zoom Lessons and Carols! The link will
be available on the parish website…stay
tuned.
Peace and blessings,
Kirsten
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Tuesday
Nights at 7 pm

† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study
Attention all ladies! Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm.
Next week, December 8th at 7pm, will be discussing Isaiah chapter 58. They will have
one more week after that, Dec 15 in Isaiah 61 before Christmas. Tuesday Night Ladies Bible
Study continues on Tuesday nights on Zoom from 7-8 pm.
Next January we will focus on 1 Samuel, beginning with the story of Hannah, who loved
God and brought her earnest prayers before God (chapter 1.) She became the mother of the
prophet Samuel, who began to serve God as a young boy. The book of Samuel also follows
the life of King David, starting with his youth, and moving through the many challenges he
faced. We are familiar with the Spirit-filled Psalms he wrote, and it's good to learn more
about his life and his walk with God. We always enjoy friendship and inspiring thoughts
during our Bible Study time with each other and we warmly welcome newcomers and
visitors.
All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!!
To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar).
https://zoom.us/j/93119181457?pwd=Q3hrVXNLUEJoeTF2TGVGQkJTeGlGUT09
Questions about the study or Zoom?
Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.

“H

e will feed his flock like a shepherd...carry
the lambs...and gently lead the mother
sheep.” If we believe that he indeed carries and
leads us, is it not our joyful duty to follow his
example by doing the same for others - both here in
our parish and beyond our walls? Being a faithful
follower is part of what helps us imitate his example.
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† Scholarly Speaking
December 6th

Saint Nicholas

N

Window from St.
Nicholas Byzantine
Rite Church in
Danbury, CT (before
the 2013 fire).

Bishop of Myra, c. 342

icholas was born in 270 to Christian parents in the port city of
Patara in Lycia (the southwestern section of modern Turkey) an area that was then Greek in language and culture. He was
known to be devout and after his parents died in an epidemic he was
raised by his uncle, the bishop of Patara, who ordained him as a priest.
When the see of Myra (modern Derse, also in Lycia) fell vacant a few
years later he was chosen Bishop. In 303 the emperor Diocletian began a
persecution of Christians (especially in the Eastern part of the Empire)
that called for the destruction of Church buildings, the confiscation of
Church goods, and (in 304) the arrest of Christian clergy. At this time
Nicholas was imprisoned and tortured, and was able to return to Myra
only after the persecution ended with the death of the next emperor,
Galerius. Although the evidence is incomplete, there is a strong tradition
that Nicholas attended the Council of Nicæa and strongly defended the
orthodox view of the Trinity. He died on December 6, 343 and was
buried in his cathedral at Myra. The cathedral (now primarily a museum)
and his sarcophagus still exist, but his remains have been removed,
primarily to Bari and Venice, Italy.
There are many additional
stories about Nicholas that attest to
his generosity, to his miraculous
powers, and to his eloquence. Many of them come with
several variations suggesting an underlying truth which
has been much embroidered. The nearby icon shows
Nicholas in the center, vested as an Eastern bishop, and
with Mary and Christ over his shoulders. The border
images show several events from his life, but it is
difficult to identify most of them except the top row,
showing his piety as a child, and then his ordination
and consecration. His death and burial also seem to be
show in the right margin.
Other stories tell of a pilgrimage to the Holy Land
and a storm at sea on the return voyage which stopped
in response to his prayers. It is for this reason that he is
known as a patron of mariners. The small ship on the
right of the window pictured above is a reminder of
this.
Another tells of his providing dowers for a poor
man’s three daughters as each one came of age. One
version adds that the third time, to keep his anonymity,
he dropped the gold down the chimney, where it fell
into the girl’s stockings that were drying over the embers, but to
no avail as the father was watching and caught him. This,
combined with his habit of leaving candies and fruits for the
children of the town, has made him an exemplar of generosity and
the patron of children. Three golden balls (as at the bottom of the
window) are commonly used as a symbol of the dowry, but later
came to be identified as oranges (perhaps for the children’s gifts)
leading to the mediæval Dutch idea that he lived in Spain (then
the primary source of oranges. At some point he became the
patron of pawnbrokers, who adopted the three balls as their logo.
(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 14)

Saint Nicholas

Yet another legend tells of his feeding the people of Myra during a famine by persuading
the captain of a grain ship to unload part of his cargo, even though he was bound to deliver
the full load to the Emperor. Miraculously, when they arrived at Constantinople the load
was still at full weight. Loaves of bread often represent this episode, and
again can be seen in the bottom of the window.
One other miracle, which seems to be recorded only several centuries
after his death, is the rescue of three boys who had been murdered by an
evil butcher and put to soak in a barrel of brine. Visiting the shop Nicholas
heard them cry out, and revived them with his prayers. While there may
have been some historical rescue, the story as now told seems more in the
realm of fantasy. This event is recited in Benjamin Britten’s cantata Saint
Nicholas, and also accounts for our saint’s position as patron of coopers.
After his death in 343 his remains came quite early to be the object of
veneration. After the Moslem invasions of the area Italian merchants began
to plot a removal of the bones to a safer home in
Italy. In 1087 (when the Christian emperor had
regained control) a group from Bari stole all the
larger bones and carried them home, enshrining them in a new
cathedral bearing his name. A few years later (1100), a group of
Venetian merchants gathered up all the smaller bones and brought
them to Venice. Interestingly, DNA studies were recently
permitted, and the bones in Bari and Venice were all proved to be
from the same individual. While we do not have lifetime DNA (or
any known descendants) for comparison, we do have a historical
record of the tomb from the time of his death to go with the DNA,
making these among the best attested early church relics anywhere.
Over the years thousands of churches around the world have
been dedicated to St. Nicholas, Eastern and Oriental Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran, Baptist, Presbyterian, and
Reformed churches all bear his name, and many more have some form of memorial to him.
In addition many customs have grown up around his observance. For a
thousand years he has been associated with the giving of gifts, usually small
gifts on his own day (December 6), but, especially in this country, with major
gifts on Christmas Day. A common European practice in the middle ages was
the election of a boy bishop to serve on and around the feast. The observance
became increasingly rowdy and disappeared in the 16th century (Henry VIII
abolished it in England for just this reason); but it has reappeared in a number of
English Cathedrals and parishes and some American ones in recent years.
Sinterklaas, the Dutch/Flemish version of his name became Santa Claus in
19th century America (although the original
Dutch settlers seem to have paid little attention
to him until Germans, settling in Pennsylvania,
revived interest in our Saint). The more
secularized Santa, wearing red fur trimmed in
white, goes back to Washington Irving and
Clement Clark Moore. The English Fr.
Christmas was a mediæval symbol of Christmas,
unrelated to St. Nicholas, but in the Victorian
revival Christmas celebrations he was
assimilated to the American Santa Claus and
depicted in similar if not identical dress. On the
continent St. Nicholas was officially discouraged in most
Protestant areas, but soon regained popularity and is nearly
always shown vested as a bishop with mitre and crosier and
red vestments.

Fr. Bill Loring, Scholar in Residence (Retired)
This Article originally appeared in Sword Points on December 4, 2014
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† Mission Committee Holiday Plans

O

rdinarily this is the time of the year
when we talk about our plans for
gathering donations for the Christmas
Giving Tree. As we all know, things are anything
but “ordinary” this year. Brookfield Social
Services has changed the process for their
programs, and we will be working with them to
keep everyone safe. There will be no
Christmas giving tree. The best way to deal
with the challenges this year is to collect gift
cards for each of their clients. Christmas
gift cards could be from Kohl’s,
Walgreens, Target, Walmart, CVS,
Bed, Bath & Beyond, or gas cards
for area stations. They would
prefer no Amazon gift cards,
mainly because their shipping
and delivery times are quite
extended.
We will have a “mailbox” at the Drive
Thru Holy Communion this Sunday you to put your gift
cards in. There are no sign up lists. If you’re not attending church at
this point, you can mail it to St. Paul’s. Please put it in an envelope and mark
it clearly.
All Christmas gifts cards are due in by
Monday, December 7th.
Thank you all for your continued
support in everything St. Paul’s does.
Our aim is for the people in need get
the help they count on from their
neighbors in town...that’s what St.
Paul’s attempts in so many ways.
God bless you all.
If you have any questions, call
Barbara DeAnzeris (203) 733-1763, or
Bonnie Wanzer (203) 313-2814. Thank you.

† Come Saturday
Morning

E

ach Saturday morning
from 7:30 - 9 am our
John 21-12 group meets for
lively theological discussion.
They have met continuously
throughout the pandemic.
Join them at Theo’s
Downtown Diner in New
Milford, which has indoor
and outdoor dining.
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† The Holy Land, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps 

† Holy Land Hymn 
“In the Land where Jesus walked” is a modern Christian hymn about places in the Holy
Land where events in the life of Jesus took place. The words are by Pat McCarthy and the
music by Robert Loretz, developed from an ancient Jewish folk melody.

2021 Holy Land
Trip
Lyrics: In the Land where Jesus walked
Heaven-sent, a stranger came
Angel Gabriel his name
Mary gave her humble yes
Transforming God’s Word into flesh
This happened in Nazareth
Nazareth in Zebulun
This happened in Nazareth
In the land where Jesus walked
Winter’s night, a teenage birth
Cause of joy for all the earth
Angel chorus sang of peace
To shepherds who smelt of their sheep
(Continued on page 18)

Our next trip to
the Holy Land is in
April-May of 2021!
We leave on April
29 and return on
May 9th. This trip
will cover all the
basics and have
many optional addons. Brochures for
the trip are available
in the back of the
church or by emailing
dszen@yahoo.com.
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(Continued from page 17)

In the Land Where Jesus Walked

This happened in Bethlehem
Bethlehem, King David’s town
This happened in Bethlehem
In the land where Jesus walked
In the Jordan, Jesus went
Never needing to repent
Then he heard his Father tell
Beloved Son, you please me well
Inside the cave of the
Nativity

This happened in Bethany
Bethany Beyond the Jordan
This happened in Bethany
In the land where Jesus walked
Wedding guests, but no more wine
Though it was not yet his time
When his mother took a hand
He made the best wine in the land
This happened in Cana
Cana of Galilee
This happened in Cana
In the land where Jesus walked
Sick made well, the blind to see
Teaching with authority
He called fishers from the sea
And said they would catch you and me
This happened beside the lake
Beside the lake of Galilee
This happened beside the lake
In the land where Jesus walked
Beaten, mocked, unfairly tried
Jesus cruelly crucified
When he rose on Easter morn
The whole world in him was reborn
This happened in Jerusalem
Jerusalem, the holy city
This happened in Jerusalem
In the land where Jesus walked

A

nyone wishing to remember loved ones and friends
with a beautiful poinsettia plant that will be
decorating the church for the Christmas services, please use
an envelope found on the back table for this purpose. All
memorials are due by December 13 in order to be printed in
the Christmas Eve bulletin. If you have any questions, please
contact Gail Winkley, at 203-775-3343 or gailwinkley@yahoo.com.
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L

enna Bernardo celebrates today. Isa Kronberg will be opening presents on
Friday. Tim Huber will be a year older and wiser Saturday. Adam Snyder will
be banging the drums on Monday. Throw a virtual party for Tara Shepley, Dana
Buchanan & Janet Franklin on Tuesday. Brandon Smalls will be opening present on
Wednesday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† Art in the Christian Tradition
A Voice that Cries in the Wilderness

J

Erik Armusik (born 1973)
Oil on alumacomp, 2018

ohn the Baptist is preparing the way for Christ.
John is raising people’s expectations, excitement
is in the air and he instills a sense of urgency
around him. John is asking everyone around him to
prepare the way of the Lord. Finally the era that the
prophets spoke about for hundreds of years has arrived.
the Son of God is here!
John the Baptist is saying in Sunday’s reading: ‘The
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ This image of a voice
crying out of the wilderness shows that John’s whole
mission is to emphasize the importance of Jesus and not
his own. John is just the voice, he is not the main man.
This is one of the main teachings of Christ already put
into action: humility. John understood that his role was
being a messenger, but that ultimately the true message
would come from the Son of God when Christ would
start his ministry.
Born in 1973, painter Eric Armusik grew up in the
northeastern coal region of Pennsylvania. Once one of
the largest coal mining operations in the USA, his
hometown was a landscape riddled with the depressions
of post-industry mining. His first experiences with art
were inside the various churches near where he lived.
Through the beauty of the Church he discovered God
and art. Now his life is at service of painting Christian
Art subjects. He works in the tradition of academic
realism … some of his work is very striking. In today's
painting we see Christ being baptized in the river, with a
gentle ray of light of the Holy Spirit descending on Him.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home. I
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all
separated. It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to
come together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook
Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
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† Our Daily Bread

O

ur Daily Bread for December, January & February is
now available at the church. Copies will be available
at the Drive Thru Communion this Sunday. Or e-mail
dszen@yahoo.com to have copy mailed to you.
Our Daily Bread contains a scripture verse and meditation
for each day.

† Electronic Giving

A

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making
your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from your
checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.
There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be
no changes if you choose to still use your present method of
giving. The system is simple using the following steps
below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give Now”
button at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. After
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions
to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

† Rose Barrett's 100th Birthday Is December19th

R

ose Barrett's 100th birthday is rapidly approaching, December 19th. With
COVID still a real and present danger, any traditional celebrations
are out. Doing a Zoom gathering would not
work given her sight and hearing
challenges. What we would like for
her friends and family to do is record
a video wishing her a happy birthday
and recounting a memory of her that
meant something to you or to send the
same kind of thing in written form
(card or letter). Videos can be sent to
Chris Barrett or posted to the “Rose
Barrett’s 100th Birthday Facebook
Group. “
Cards can be sent directly to:
Rose Barrett
132 Main Street, Apartment 311,
Danbury, CT 06810
Thanks. Let's make this a really special celebration for Rose!
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Anticipation, Repentance, and Promise
Isaiah 40:1-11
he first reading is a message of comfort and new hope to God’s
people. The time of exile in Babylon is coming to end. A new way is
made through the desert, and the Lord comes, bringing peace and pardon to
Jerusalem.
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
The psalm both celebrates and prays for the Lord’s gracious favor, for
God’s forgiveness, deliverance, and justice.
2 Peter 3:8-15a
This lesson is a reminder that the divine perspective on time can be very
different from that of human beings. Many wonder why the Lord seems so
slow to fulfill the promises of salvation and judgment. God,
Mark 1:1-8
however, is patient and has divine purposes. Still, the day of the
Unlike us, John the
Lord will come suddenly, bringing a new heaven and earth.
Baptizer is a wild and woolly
Christians must live both in patience and with a zeal for
character. But like us, he
righteousness and peace in readiness for the judgment.
lives to point people to one
Mark 1:1-8
who is greater than himself.
The Gospel of Mark begins with the ministry of John the
John is the first Christian in
Baptist. He is the messenger spoken of in the scriptures, the voice
the sense that he is the first
that cries aloud in the wilderness. He is sent to prepare the way of
who gives witness to Jesus.
the Lord through his call for repentance and baptism in water for
the forgiveness of sins. The people flock to him, but he tells of a mightier one
still to
come
who will
baptize
with the
Holy
Spirit.

T

† Sermon Shorts

G

od Continues to Seek Us Out. To
replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. In joy at the nearness of the Christ, let us offer our prayers to God,
praying together for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....St. Thomas’, Bethel; Christ Church, Bethlehem;
Old St. Andrew’s, Bloomfield.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....Ministries to the homeless, for parishes that offer
a temporary or permanent shelter. For Chapel on the
Green, New Haven, Church by the Pond, Hartford,
and all Ecclesia ministries. For the ministry of the
Midnight Runs.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein,
Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett, Jim
Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo,
Jr., Anthony, Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly
Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Jack, Fr. Bill
Loring, Alex and Diane continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Cyprus; the people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines;
the Diocese of Eastern Oregon (The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Patrick Bell; and our
sister and brother members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in the United States.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our food basket collections for
the month of December.
.....Kingdom Way Pentecostal Church, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho
Partnership.
.....That we are called to live holy lives and invite others to do the same.
.....The Future of the Human Race.
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing
of Multiple Myeloma.
.....That the God of John the Baptist and our God continue to raise up holy prophets
in our midst who will tell the good news of saving rescue for all people.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You Think
Back Issues of Sword Points

Johnny cash reading
nt
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Not once in the Bible do we hear a word spoken by
Joseph. He may be silent in words, but it is Joseph
who loved, protected and provided for the Holy
Family. This silence of Joseph is very eloquent.
Through his silence he quietly worked away in the
background. His hiddenness is quietly pursuing
holiness by doing the ordinary things in life.

Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

M

ary Allen, Chuck Allen, Susan
Balla, Chris Barrett, Dot Crocker,
Steve Hemming, Nicole O’Connors, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary
Perry, Ken Perry,
Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy,
John Sarver, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Carol
Wheeler, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley, Gail
Winkley, David
Williams.
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