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Hello Faithful!

I

n the past few sermons, Fr. Joe has been
emphasizing two core pillars of being a Christian and
following Jesus – the importance and meaning of
Worship and Service.
At the end of every service at St. Paul’s, we have what
is called the “Dismissal” where we are challenged,
called, and encouraged to “Go in peace to love and
serve the Lord.” I hadn’t really thought about
those words too much until they were connected
for me to our call to serve others.
I realized those words at the end of the service
have an intentional meaning that we may want
to consider the next time we hear them.

We are called to go in peace. Which means we
are to leave worship with the intention of being
instruments of Christ’s peace in all aspects of the
lives we live.

We are called to love and serve the Lord. Which
means we are sent in the name of God to serve Him in love and action
for others.
I offer this so we are aware that at the end of every service, we are renewed
through Worship to make God’s peace and love very real to those in our
lives and we are called to Serve. I challenge each of us to look for new
ways to do so in this coming year.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Mary Perry, Warden

We are open for in-person services on Sundays
at 8:00 am & 10:30 am for Holy Communion!
Please Note: Just two (2) services on Sundays!

Welcome
If you plan on joining us in
person, please review our
safety protocols ahead of time.
You can read them by clicking
HERE..
Thank you for wearing your
mask properly, covering your
mouth & nose at all times.
 Thank you for following the
ushers directions.
 Thank you for being respectful
of others needs, spaces and
beliefs as we all deal with the
Connecticut Covid-19 Phase
2.1 Guidelines.
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† Concomitance
Art in
Christian
Tradition
† the
Ih-pis-kuh-puh
l Dik-shuh-ner-ee

“Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River”

Concomitance (noun) … Concomitance Eucharistic
is aDictionary)
doctrine that affirms the
(Episcopal
simultaneous presence of Christ's body and 1999
blood in each of the eucharistic elements. It
Mariotto di
Nardo diofCione
(1388 -of1424)
contradicts a narrow identification
assurance
the fullness
the sacrament. The term is
Getty Museum
from the Latin, "to accompany."
he son of a sculptor, Mariotto di Nardo probably learned the rudiments of sculpture and
painting from his father. Realizing his talent for painting at a young age, Mariotto soon
established himself as a painter of frescoes and panel paintings and an
illuminator of manuscripts. He was in great demand for public and
private commissions. Early in his career, he became the principal
artist for the cathedral in his native Florence. Following suit,
most of the important churches in Florence also
commissioned frescoes from him, and religious orders
commissioned him to paint illuminated manuscripts.
Mariotto collaborated with one of the most
famous artists in Florence, the sculptor Lorenzo
Ghiberti, on an altarpiece in the town of Pesaro.
Following the predominant Florentine style of his
time, Mariotto's altarpieces featured saints and

T

religious
scenes set
against flat, often
gold backgrounds.

† This Week at St. Paul’s
Sat, Jan 9

- 7:30 am
10:00 am

-

John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
PraiseMoves (Zoom)

Sun, Jan 10

8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
Mon, Jan 11 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study (Zoom)
Tue, Jan 12 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks (Zoom)
9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom)
Wed, Jan 13 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service (Zoom)
11 - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection
7:30 pm - Vestry Meeting (Zoom)
Sat, Jan 16
- 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford
10:00 am - PraiseMoves (Zoom)
Sun, Jan 17
8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion (YouTube Live)
12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s? (Zoom)
Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Sunday, January 10th

The First Sunday after the Epiphany - The Baptism of Our Lord

T

he Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord is celebrated each year on the Sunday
following the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6. The event of Christ’s baptism
is recorded in all four gospel accounts:
“In those days Jesus came from Nazareth
of
Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up
out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him.
And a voice came from heaven,
‘You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well
pleased’” (Mark 1:9-11).
“Now when all the people
were baptized, and when
Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven
was opened, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily
form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, ‘You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased’” (Luke 3:21-22).
Baptism
“The next day he saw Jesus coming
of Jesus,” by
towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God
Giotto’s workshop,
who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said,
fresco on the vault of the
“After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
Presbitery in the church of the
because he was before me.” I myself did not former Abbey at Viboldone,
Milan, Italy. (Photo by Giovanni
know him; but I came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be Dall’Orto)
revealed to Israel.’ And John
testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him,
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
“He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the
one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have
seen and have testified that this is the Son of God’” (John
1:29-34).
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to
be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ But Jesus
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way
to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had
been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on
him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased’” (Matthew 3:13-17).
Detail from 13th-century fresco above baptismal font, Zica monastery, near Kraljevo, Serbia
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Tuesday
Nights at 7 pm

† Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study
Attention all ladies! Our study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm.
They have resumed their weekly study on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm with 14
women sharing in the discussion on the first part of 1 Samuel. Next week, January 12th,
they will focus on 1 Samuel 1:21-2:11, including Hannah's prayer: "My heart exults in the
Lord; my strength is exalted in my God....There is no Holy One like the Lord, no one
besides you; there is no Rock like our God."
We always enjoy friendship and inspiring thoughts during our Bible Study time with
each other and we warmly welcome newcomers and visitors. It's so good to be together and
grow deeper in the faith.
All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!!
To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar).
https://zoom.us/j/99798884632?wd=ZWdxNEwrbmdIMUJacXo4L29KVEpOQT09
Questions about the study or Zoom?
Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com.

† Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless

T

he temperature has dropped and the ’winter
weather reminds us that homeless people are on
their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own are
very likely to be threadbare. Once again, this year we are
collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s homeless
shelter throughout the winter months. Place donations in
the bins in the back of the church or Crocker Hall.
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† Every Creature

J

Genesis 1:1-5 • Psalm 29 • Acts 19:1-7 • Mark 1:4-11

esus Christ came to his own (John 1:11). In the fullness of time, he was revealed
to the Gentiles, the whole human world, and, lest we forget, he was manifest to all
beings. A long and venerable tradition interprets the Baptism of Jesus as a sign,
among other things, of the sanctification of the water in which he was immersed, and, by
extension, of all creation. The world he created, he more wonderfully restored by assuming
into himself all spiritual and material being, everything seen and unseen. Therefore, all
creation is a sacramental sign of the presence of God. While this was true before the coming
of Christ, it is infinitely more true, more pronounced, more majestic since the arrival of the
Son of God in our midst.
Look for Christ in this way! “Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, ascribed to the Lord glory
and strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness” (Ps. 29:1-2). The phrase “worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” is a wellknown antiphon in Morning Prayer, and it reminds the faithful of the need to offer their
absolute best in the presence of God. The Church, however, makes an offering of beauty
and holiness of which the Church is only one part. Nature joins in praise. “The voice of the
Lord is upon the waters, the God of glory thunders . . . The voice of the Lord is a powerful
voice; the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor. The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar
trees . . . The voice of the Lord splits the flames of fire” (Ps. 29:1-7).
God is in the rumbling and roaring
of creation. God is present no less in a
thin whisper. God is speaking a
language we cannot fully know, but a
language nonetheless to which our heart
should be attuned. This requires deep
spiritual listening. “One day tells its tale
to another, and one night imparts
knowledge to another. Although they
have no words or language, and their
voices are not heard. Their sound has
gone forth into all the lands, and their
message to the ends of the earth” (Ps.
19:3-4). Creation has been touched and
redeemed by our Lord Jesus Christ.
“Go into all the world,” Jesus instructed
his disciples, “and proclaim the good news to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15).
We, the sons and daughters of God, who have emerged from the waters of Baptism, bear
in our bodies, minds, and souls the sanctifying presence of Christ. That is why Baptism and
the gift of the Holy Spirit often evoke inward and outward responses. Hearing that
Christians in Ephesus had not even heard of the Holy Spirit, “Paul laid his hand on them
[and] the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied” (Acts
19:6). Are we not profoundly moved at the realization that we are temples of the Holy
Spirit?
St. Augustine describes the moment immediately after his Baptism. Imagine his
experience as your own. “I wept so much hearing the hymn and songs, delightfully and
deeply moved by the voices of your singing church” (Confessions ix, iv). Even one not
easily given to tears may feel and know that Jesus Christ wounds the soul in its deepest
center, a wound of love.
Go into your room and close the door. Pray in secret to Christ your Lord, and he will
speak secret truths to your soul, inspire thoughts in your mind, give vigor and calm to your
body. Go out into all the world and meet Christ in every person and in all creation.
Look It Up:
Read Psalm 19.
Think About It
Listen to the day and night.
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- from The Living Church, 2021

† The Holy Land, Walking in Jesus' Footsteps 

I

† The Holy Lands Christians 

f visitors to the Holy Land look past the quarried stones of holy sites and shrines
they can encounter members of Christian communities who have worshipped at
these holy places since Christianity began.
These “living stones”, as they are often called, make up the
first indigenous Christian community in the world.
The first followers of Jesus were Jews or Jewish proselytes
- a biblical expression that included gentiles who had
converted to Judaism and gentiles who were considered
“resident aliens” in the land of Israel or Palestine.
Although the Christian Church began as a movement
within Judaism (and its first 15 bishops were of Jewish
ethnicity), by the end of the first century it was becoming more
gentile than Jewish.
Descendants of the early Christians still live in the villages
and cities of Israel, Palestine and Jordan. Among their
ancestors were those who heard Jesus preach, saw him heal the
sick, and perhaps were among the 5,000 miraculously fed on
loaves and fishes. Bible history happened in their back yard.
These Christians are in Jerusalem, in Bethlehem, in Galilee and in Jordan. They tend
olive trees, trade in the souks, teach in colleges, subsist in refugee camps.
Now divided into Orthodox, Catholic and Protestant communities, their predominant
language is Arabic (Acts 2:5-11 notes that Arabs were among the polyglot crowd gathered in
Jerusalem at Pentecost).
Visits Are Welcome
For pilgrims to join the often-vibrant Christian communities of the Holy Land in worship
and discussion is a welcome act of
solidarity and encouragement.
To visit the holy places without
acknowledging the Christians
who have lived and
worshipped there from the time
of the first apostles is a
disappointment to these
beleaguered people.
Living in a predominantly
Judaeo-Muslim world, the
Christians of the Holy Land
continually struggle for
religious identity. Economic
hardship, political uncertainty, and
Christian congregation in Bethlehem.

(Continued on page 8)

Christians in
Jericho celebrate
Christmas in their
parish church.

2021 Holy Land
Trip
Our next trip to
the Holy Land is in
April-May of 2021!
We leave on April
29 and return on
May 9th. This trip
will cover all the
basics and have
many optional addons. Brochures for
the trip are available
in the back of the
church or by emailing
dszen@yahoo.com.
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(Continued from page 7)

Two weeks
after starting its
COVID-19
vaccination
campaign, Israel
leads the world in
immunizations per
capita. On
Tuesday, Health
Minister Yuli
Edelstein said 1.37
million Israelis had
received their first
doses of the
BioNTech-Pfizer
vaccine.
Compared with
other countries that
started their
immunization
drives in
December, Israel
has become "a
world champion in
vaccinations," said
Prime Minister
Benjamin
Netanyahu.
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Christians in the Holy Land

religious and ethnic discrimination are faced daily.
Yet Western Christians largely ignore these members of the “Mother Church” of
Christianity, even though their numbers are declining to an alarming level - less than 2% of
the population in Israel and Palestine.
The struggle to lead a normal life has caused thousands of Christians to emigrate,
especially from Palestine.
More than half of all Christian Palestinians now live outside the Holy Land. The West
Bank city of Bethlehem, once a Christian town, is now mostly Muslim. There are more
Christians from Bethlehem living in Santiago, Chile, than in their
On our upcoming trip to the Holy Land we
home town where Christ was born.
look to forward to worshipping again at
Numbers Are Falling
Christ Anglican church in Nazareth.
In 2014, Israel had just over 8 million people, the Palestinian
Territories 4.5 million and Jordan 6.5 million.
Christians were estimated to make up between 2 and 3 per cent
of these totals (over 2 per cent in Israel and Jordan and about 1.25
per cent in Palestine). The proportions in Israel and the Palestinian
Territories had declined from about 10 per cent before 1948.
Worship Is Different
In the mosaic of Christian communities in the Holy Land, the
Byzantine (or Greek) Orthodox and Byzantine Catholic churches
make up the vast majority.
Thirteen traditional churches are recognized by the civil
authorities: Greek Orthodox, Latin (or Roman) Catholic, Armenian
Orthodox, Greek (or Melkite) Catholic, Maronite Catholic, Syriac
Orthodox, Syriac Catholic, Coptic Orthodox, Ethiopian Orthodox,
Armenian Catholic, Chaldean, Anglican and Lutheran.
There are also many Protestant and Evangelical churches.
The Christian churches of the Holy Land constitute a rich
diversity of languages, liturgies, national identities and clerical
dress. God is worshipped here - where Christian worship first developed - in ways that may
disconcert Western pilgrims.
Interiors of church buildings are often covered with frescos and other paintings. The
sanctuary around the altar is usually set apart by a screen decorated with icons (the
iconostasis). Votive lamps hang in profusion.
Worship services tend to be more elaborate and prolonged than in the West, with bells,
candles, and chanting. Singing is usually unaccompanied by musical instruments, since it is
considered that only the human voice - made by God - can worthily praise him.
And people come and go freely during a service.

† The Baptism of Jesus

T

1938
Len R. Howard

he Baptism of Jesus in featured in our
own baptismal stained glass window
on the south side of our sanctuary by
our font. Our present building was constructed in
1937-38 with the windows being completed
shortly thereafter.
Our windows were designed and made by
Leonard Howard of Kent, Connecticut. Howard
was born in London, England on August 2, 1891.
During his early teens, he won a prize for drawing
which resulted in him being selected for an
apprenticeship at the White Friars Glassworks
which was then owned by James Powell and Son.
He was an apprentice for six years at James
Powell and Sons, one of England’s larger stained
glass companies, as well as attending St. Martins
and the Camberwell Art School. In 1913 he
moved to Boston and became a citizen. When
war broke out, Howard enlisted in the 40th
Engineers camouflage corps of the U.S. Army.
After the war, upon returning to the U.S., he
worked for Gorham Company in New York and
attended the Art Students League in New York.
He joined the New York Society of Art
Craftsmen, serving as its president. He moved to
Kent, Connecticut in 1922 and under the WPA
Federal
Arts
Project,
Howard
completed
one
stained
glass
work,
American
Literature,
for New Milford High School. His stained glass
work is installed in churches and buildings across the
country. He lived with his wife in Kent well into the
late 70’s. For the last 5 years of his life he lived with
his son’s family in Crossett, AR, He died therewhen
he was 96 years old, 22 years to the day that his wife
passed away.
To learn more about all of our windows click
HERE to read our Stained Glass windows brochure.
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† Helping Our Neighbors

H

ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our
community:
Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday
from 11 am - 1 pm. We have now held 19 food drives since April 22.
Yesterday one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and the other
was delivered to F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry, Newtown.
Our next food collection will be Wednesday, January 13th and will
support the Bethel Community Food Pantry and the Jericho Food
Pantry in Danbury.
Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the
pantries.
Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home gardeners
who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly food collections.
See you next spring!
Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this ministry is
sponsoring six at risk adults in our region.
Meals are
being provided by St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in
Bridgewater and St. Paul’s. Meal preparers needed. If you are
interested in making meals to support this ministry, please
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. Thank you to all who
delivered meals for this week - it was really appreciated.
We have now delivered over 600 meals to our neighbors!
Thank you!
Thank you all who participate in these food-related
ministries: Volunteers, Donors, Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable
Gardeners. We are so very grateful for your support in
helping our neighbors in need.

† Next Food Collection Drive Wednesday January 13th

O

ur Drive Thru Food Collections
continues to serve those affected
by the COVID pandemic.
Our next collection is January 13th
from 11 am - 1 pm. Recipients of the
December 30th food drive will be the
Bethel Community Food Pantry and the
Jericho Partnership. The pantries we provide food
to are still in need of our donations.
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: If you have an hour to spare on
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com. We especially need a second
vehicle.
Thank you to all our volunteers and donors. The pantries we serve are so
grateful.
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Check out this podcast about how St. Paul’s “What’s Cooking? Zoom
class led to a “God Moment” that started our “Make a Meal, Make a
Difference” ministry and spread throughout our Northwest Region.

† Thanksgiving & Christmas Thank Yous

T

hank you St. Paul’s family for opening your
hearts to assist the Brookfield Social Services
provide support to Brookfield families in need during
the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons.
Your generous outpouring of food and gift cards
was a wonderful blessing for those struggling during
these difficult times.
God Bless you,
The Mission Committee
The local Volunteer Unit of The Salvation Army has raised $5,394.53 in
this years “Kettle Campaign.” This amount is incredible since, we were
unable to place kettles in many of our more productive venues because
of the Covid restrictions. This is a very commendable and substantial
figure for which we can all be proud! We continue to be blessed by our
community’s generous spirit! All monies raised locally, stay locally and
are administered by our Social Services Agencies. If you have any
questions regarding The Salvation Army, kindly contact Don Winkley at
203-775-3343 or donwinkley@gmail.com.

O

ur Baptismal Covenant will be renewed in most churches
on Sunday. Look at the verbs in the statements:
Continue in the prayers and teaching; persevere in resisting
evil and repent; proclaim the Good News; seek and
serve others; strive for justice and peace. Are our time
and resources being used to further these “marching
orders?”
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by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster

Greetings!

Here's a joke that has been around for decades:
A preacher was completing a temperance sermon: with great expression he said, "If I had all
the beer in the world, I'd take it and throw it into the river." With even greater emphasis he
said, "And if I had all the wine in the world, I'd take it and throw it into the river."
And then finally, he said, "And if I had all the whiskey in the world, I'd take it and throw it
into the river."
He sat down. The song leader then stood very cautiously and announced with a smile, "For
our closing song, let us sing Hymn # 365: "Shall We Gather at the River."
This Sunday, we will be gathering at the river, but not for the refreshments. The
occasion is Christ's baptism.
Robert Lowry, a Philadelphia-born Baptist minister, wrote both tune and text to
"Shall We Gather at the River" in 1864. The text is based on Revelation 22:1: "Then
the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb."
Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod,
With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God?
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.
As Lowry puts it, he was
daydreaming about the images of the
Apocalypse put forth in Revelation
and the lack of many texts dealing
with the "river of life" and his
thoughts prompted the following
question-answer pair: "Shall we gather
there? Yes, we'll gather there."
The hymn has become one of the
most popular American gospel hymns,
its usage especially prevalent at
funerals. The verse included below is
one of the "missing" ones that rarely
makes it into modern hymnals, but it
is a beautiful one:
At the smiling of the river,
Mirror of the Savior’s face,
Saints, whom death will never sever,
Lift their songs of saving grace.
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(Continued on page 13)

(Continued from page 12)

Choir Notes

In addition to funerals, the hymn is frequently associated with baptisms,
particularly those in the Southern tradition which involved immersion in a lake or
river, much like Christ's own baptism at the Jordan River. As C. Michael Hawn
explains: "…the image of water in the text juxtaposed with the symbolism of dying
(being immersed in the water) and rising with Christ “in newness of life” is entirely
congruent with the hope for a future life with Christ on the “shining river”…that
“flows by the throne of God.”
Ere we reach the shining river, lay we every burden down;
Grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.
Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease;
Soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.
One of the things that strikes me about this hymn is the aspect of community, the
we, not the me. I recently read the following comment in a 2019 blog post from
Christ the King Lutheran Church (Gladwin, MI) that helped put this idea in
perspective:
Christian community is not about our individual experiences of the divine,
but the way we haltingly meet and bear Christ together. Jesus lives in the
community into which we have been baptized. A community where we lean on
one another for support and grace.
So, this Sunday, let's celebrate Christ's baptism in the Jordan River as we reflect
on our own baptisms and the community of faith and worship to which we belong.
On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray,
We will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;
Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.
Because of its popularity, there have been numerous versions of this
hymn recorded representing a variety of genres. Here are two quite
different ones:
1) Considering that this is a Southern gospel standard, I've included a
Southern gospel rendition sung by Andy Griffith. I have taken a lot of
comfort in Andy Griffith this past Fall…not the singer, but the TV show!
It was a great diversion from the news on many occasions!
2) The American
composer Aaron Copland
arranged this hymn in one of my
favorite versions as part of his
"Old American Songs" collection.
Here, he only sets two of the
verses, but it is a compelling
interpretation, for solo voice and
orchestra, performed by William
Warfield. And certainly a
contrast to Andy Griffith!
Peace and blessings, Kirsten
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† New Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study in January
The Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study will be studying, The Holy Spirit, via ZOOM
weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11am.
This insightful study will lead to an empowering discovery of how your Christian
walk can be transformed by the Holy Spirit - a divine Person, not simply an influence
or power. He is part of the Godhead and we need to understand and depend on the
Spirit just as Jesus did. Here you will find the keys steps to take in order to
experience ore of the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in you life.
Workbooks are by Selwyn Hughes with Ian Sewter, Cover to cover - The Holy
Spirit: Understanding and Experiencing Him and can be purchased purchased
online at www.christianbook.com.
Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at
debbi415@aol.com if you will be attending.
Zoom Link: Click HERE

† Electronic Giving

A

s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making
your regular donations. Contributions can be debited automatically from your
checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. Our electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.
There is no cost to you to use this system. Also there will be
no changes if you choose to still use your present method of
giving. The system is simple using the following steps
below.
Sign on to the church website at
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. Click on the “Give Now”
button at the top left of the first page. Click on the “Create
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile. After
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions
to schedule your contribution.
If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at
203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.

S

† Follow Us Live

treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St.
Paul’s. We’ve been doing it for more than six years. Now during the
current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home. I
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all
separated. It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to
come together during this anxious time.”
Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook
Live. Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect? The
services can be watched live or later
online. Just click on the YouTube
button (left) or tab on our website for more info.
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J

oyce Sarver, Nick Janofsky & Kim Stein celebrate today.
David Franklin will be a year older and wiser on Saturday.
Throw a virtual party for Brendan Connors & David
Chadwick on Monday. Have a blessed day everyone!
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† This Sunday’s Readings
Beloved of God
Genesis 1:1-5
n our opening lesson we read the beginning of the story of creation. God
sweeps like a wind over the chaos and formless void and begins to establish
order, bringing forth light and separating that light from darkness. This light
precedes the creation of the sun, moon, and stars and may be perceived as an
initial revelation of God’s character as this first step in creation is declared good.
Psalm 29
The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a thunderstorm: the Lord is
mighty over land and sea.
Acts 19:1-7
In our second reading the apostle Paul continues to travel through Asia Minor
carrying the good news of Jesus to Jew and Gentile alike. In Ephesus he
encounters a group of believers who had received only John’s baptism
Mark 1:4-11
of repentance. Paul baptizes them in the name of Jesus. He then lays
We might understand the baptism
his hands upon them and they are filled with the Holy Spirit,
speaking in tongues and prophesying as had others among those who
of Jesus as a selfless aligning /
first came to faith. The number of believers was twelve, which could
embodying of self with the desires
reflect a connection with the original twelve disciples, the twelve
of God. Rather than a functional
tribes of Israel, and the ongoing power of the Spirit of God evident in
baptism - that is, being baptized so
Paul’s ministry.
that some function could happen Mark 1:4-11
the forgiveness of sins - this is a
Our gospel is the story of the ministry of John the Baptist, and of
revelatory baptism - that is,
Jesus’ baptism. John tells of the mightier one to come whose baptism
will be with the Holy Spirit. Jesus is then baptized and the Spirit is
enacting, confirming and making
manifest. A voice from heaven speaks to Jesus in words that echo
visibly real what is already the
ancient oracles concerning the king and the calling of the Lord’s
case: You are my Son, whom I
chosen servant.

I

love; with you I am well pleased.

† Sermon Shorts

T

he Kind of Hearts God Wants to See .
To replay all our sermons, audio and
videos follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.
Check out our Sermon Archives as well.
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† Your Prayers Are Requested For…

t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and
such a privilege. In the waters of baptism, we were called to be God’s children and to
minister to one another. Let us therefore pray for ourselves, for one another, and for all
those in need of our prayers for…
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup
and other parishioners convalescing in extended
care facilities.
.....Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church,
Collinsville; St. James’, Danbury.
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury
area.
.....For those who have been affected by and who
have died from COVID-19/Coronavirus, their
families, friends, healthcare workers, and frontline
workers.
.....Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara Hock, Sue Balla, Rose Barrett,
Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Denise, Lee Rybos,
Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon,
Robert, James, Eve, Mike, Barbara, Jack, Fr. Bill Loring, Alex, Tim and Diane
continued healing.
.....the people of the Republic of Indonesia; the people of Palau; the Diocese of Abyei (The
Episcopal Church of South Sudan); and our sister and brother members of the Simalungun
Protestant Christian Church.
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces. Pray also
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ.
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping
service.
…..St. Thomas, Bethel and the Bethel Community Food Pantry, which is the recipient of our
food basket collections for the month of January.
.....Capilla, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho Partnership.
.....That we work in collaboration with the Holy Spirit in discerning how God is calling us to
use our gifts.
.....A Prayer Attributed to St. Francis
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of
Multiple Myeloma.
.....all who are blind to the injustices of our world, that their eyes may be opened and that
they may work for an end to oppression and injustice.

† This & That & Links

(Click on pictures or red links for more info)

Links We Like
Things That Make You
Think
Back Issues of Sword
Points

Johnny cash reading
nt

Why was Jesus' baptism
important? Why did
John the Baptist baptize
Jesus?
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Just For the Joy of It!
(And Christian Fellowship)

†

It Takes An Editorial Board
Contributors to this Weeks
Sword Points:

C

huck Allen, Susan Balla, Chris
Barrett, Steve Hemming, Patrick
O’Connors, Mary Perry, Kirsten Peterson,
Debbi Pomeroy, Joe
Shepley, Tara
Shepley, Pam Szen,
David Szen, Ron
Switzer, Carol
Wheeler, John
Tuthill, Don
Winkley, Gail
Winkley, David
Williams.
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