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AGENDA FOR SAINT PAUL’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
JANUARY 25, 2015
PRAYER
READING OF THE ROLL OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO VOTE (Unless it shall be voted to dispense with the reading)

By the Parish Clerk

DECLARATION OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AS BEING ORGANIZED FOR
BUSINESS
MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 26, 2014 Pages 4–5
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND VESTRY CHAIRPERSONS
1. Warden – Term of Two Years
2. Parish Clerk – Term of One Year
3. Treasurer – Term of One Year
4. Four Vestry Persons – Terms of Three Years Each
5. One Vestry Person - Term of One Year
6. One Vestry Person - Term of Two Years
7. One Delegate - Term of Three years

APPOINTMENTS BY THE RECTOR AND WARDENS
1. Almoner – David Williams (Acts in the absence of the Priest)
2.
Collectors – Donna Cennamo, Carol Gurski, Diane Simone and Jean Stauffer
(Record and Deposit Weekly Offerings)
3. Financial Secretary – Beth Miller (Keeps Records of Parishioners’ Support)
APPOINTMENTS BY THE RECTOR AND WARDENS OF SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH
1. Acolytes and Advisors
Fr. Shepley and David Szen, Advisors
Audrey Powell, Head Acolyte
Acolytes:
Joe Bernardo, Stephanie Bernardo,
Nick Janofsky, Mike Kirner, Rachel
Melody, Lauren Melody, Erin O’Hara,
Ryan Sampson, Sarah Shepley, John
Tuthill
2. Adult Christian Education Coordinator
Fr. Joseph Shepley
(Continued)

AGENDA FOR SAINT PAUL’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
JANUARY 25, 2015
(Continued)
APPOINTMENTS BY THE RECTOR AND WARDENS OF SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH
(Continued)
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Altar Guild Directress
Auditor
Baptismal Instructor
Carilloneur
Christian Caring Coordinator
Coffee Hour

-

Gail Winkley
Donna Corey
Fr. Joseph Shepley
David Szen
Gail Winkley
Mary Allen (Coordinator), Gretchen
Barbieri, Beth Beck, Maria Beck,
Leena Bernardo, Stephanie Bernardo,
Amy Boyce, Pat Brought, Sandra
Chadwick, Jack Collins, Dot Crocker,
Laurie Dobosh, Christine Domareck,
Karen Greeley, Reagan Guglielmo,
Lois Hunt, Heather Melody, Lisa
Meyer, Nicole O'Connors, Lori
O'Hara, Mary Perry, Robin Powell,
Joyce Sarver, Polly Sorrentino, Pam
Szen, Bonnie Wanzer, Connie
Williams, Marie Williams

Contemporary Music Coordinator
Sexton
Fellowship and Hospitality Coordinator
First Communion Instructor
Greeters and Coordinator

-

Patrick O’Connors
Doug Melody
Mary Allen
Fr. Joseph Shepley
Pam and David Szen, Coordinators
Vito Barbieri, Susan Champagne,
Christine Domareck, Mike Kirner,
Cindy Maier, Peter Maier, Doug
Melody, Denise McCormack, Debbie
Pomeroy, Lisa Richardson, John
Sarver, Joyce Sarver, Sandra Visser,
Connie Williams, David Williams
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AGENDA FOR SAINT PAUL’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
JANUARY 25, 2015
(Continued)
APPOINTMENTS BY THE RECTOR AND WARDENS OF SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH
(Continued)
14. Prayer Servant Ministry
Mary Perry, Coordinator.
Pamela Altemus, Phyllis Baskett,
Patricia Brought, Bev Carr, John
Carr, James Castronova, Donna
Cennamo, Susan Champagne, Deborah
Delaventura, Laurie Dobosh, Lynne
Donnelly, Diane Hannah, Barbara
Hock, Joseph Hock, Linda Pendergast,
Kenneth Perry, Tara Shepley, Helen
Sheridan, Walter Von Egidy
15. Historian
Harlan Jessup
16. Home Eucharist Coordinator
Fr. Joseph Shepley
17. Lay Readers
David Baskett, Phyllis Baskett,
Joe Bernardo, James Castronova,
Michael Chengeri, Ray Ferro, Lois
Hunt, Patricia Jennings, Harlan Jessup,
Mike Kirner, Pam Szen, David
Shepley, Joe Shepley, Jay Trott,
Donald Winkley
18. Lectors/Intercessors
Rose Barrett, Phyllis Baskett,
Joe Bernardo, Sandralee Chaleski,
Dorothy Crocker, Lynne Donnelly,
Ray Ferro, Betty Gardner, Michael
Kirner, Linda Pendergast, Mary Perry,
Ingrid Pruss, Lisa Richardson, Pamela
Szen, John Tuthill, Connie Willi ams
19.
Memorial Flower Chairperson
Gail Winkley
20. Memorial Fund Financial Secretary
Jean Stauffer
21. Memorial Garden Financial Secretary
Donald Winkley
22. Mission Chairpersons
Barbara DeAnzeris, Donald Winkley
23. Organist and Choirmaster
Kirsten Peterson
24. Parish Office Coordinator
Beth Miller
25. Prayer Chain Coordinator
Walter Von Egidy
26. Sunday School Coordinators
Nicole O’Connors and Heather Melody
27.
Scholar-In-Residence
The Reverend William Loring
REPORT OF THE TREASURER – Pages 6-8
REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE – (Note: The Budget for 2015 is set by action of the
Vestry; therefore, no action is required at the Annual Parish Meeting.)
(Continued)
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AGENDA FOR SAINT PAUL’S ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
JANUARY 25, 2015
(Continued)
REPORT OF THE AUDITOR
PARISH REGISTER – Page 9
REPORT OF THE RECTOR – Page 10
REPORTS OF THE WARDENS – Pages 11-12
SPECIAL REPORTS
1.
Hearts to Hands Ministry
2.
Prayer & Healing Team
3.
Chaplain Service of CT
4.
Altar Guild
5.
Lay Servers
6.
Christian Caring Committee
7.
House of Prayer
8.
Memorial Fund
9.
Memorial Garden
10.
Mission Committee
11.
Music Ministry
12.
Sunday School
13.
Jericho Partnership
14.
Coffee hour/Home Groups
/ Hospitality
15.
St. Paul’s Own
16.
Property Committee
17.
Stephen Ministry
18.
Health & Fitness Ministry
19.
Building Committee
20.
Scholar-In-Residence

-

Page 13
Page 14
Page 14
Page 15
Page 16
Page 16
Page 17
Page 18
Page 18
Pages 19-20
Page 21
Page 22
Page 23-24
Page 24

-

Page 25
Page 26
Page 27
Page 27
Page 28
Page 28

OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
NEXT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING DATE AND PLACE – January 24, 2016, Parish Hall
ADJOURNMENT – (Requires a motion to adjourn; followed by a definite vote.)
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MINUTES OF
SAINT PAUL’S CHURCH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
JANUARY 26, 2014
OPENING AND PRAYER – The 230th Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Paul’s Church, Brookfield,
was opened in prayer at 9:15 by Father Shepley, who led the meeting.
READING OF THE ROLL OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO VOTE – A motion was made,
seconded and approved to dispense with the reading of the roll of members entitled to vote.
DECLARATION OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING AS BEING ORGANIZED FOR
BUSINESS – So declared by Lois Hunt, Clerk of the Annual Parish Meeting.
MINUTES OF THE LAST ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON JANUARY 27, 2013 – A
motion was made and seconded to approve but not read aloud said Minutes as circulated.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND VESTRY CHAIRPERSONS – Phil Hannah presented the
following slate from the nominating committee:
Position
Warden
Parish Clerk
Treasurer
Three Vestry Persons

One Vestry Person
One Delegate

Term
2 Years
1 Year
1 Year
3 Years
3 Years
3 Years
1 Year
3 Years

To Year
2016
2014
2014
2017
2017
2017
2015
2017

Nominee
David Williams
Lois Hunt
Chuck Allen
Stephanie Bernardo
Jack Collins
Bill Nigro
Pam Szen
Catherine Schrull

Being no further nominations and nominations being closed, a motion was made, seconded and
approved directing the clerk to cast a vote electing each nominee.
APPOINTMENTS BY THE RECTOR AND WARDENS OF THE VESTRY
1. Almoner – Bonnie Wanzer (Acts in the absence of the Priest)
2.

Collectors – Donna Cennamo, Gretchen Barbieri, Jim Beck, Carol Gurski, Norma Schofield,
Diane Simone and Jean Stauffer. (Record and Deposit Weekly Offerings)

3.

Financial Secretary – Beth Miller (Keeps Records of Parishioners’ Support)

REPORT OF THE TREASURER
Chuck Allen reported that our finances are in good order with income exceeding expenses by $16,185
for 2013. Endowments are up $60,066 or 8% for 2013.
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REPORT OF THE RECTOR
Fr. Shepley thanked and presented gifts to those Vestry Members whose terms expired and were going off the
Vestry: Phil Hanna, Joe Bernardo, Jim Castronova and Brian Werneburg.
Father Shepley reported on the Capital Campaign which has a total of $678,171 paid or pledged so far, giving
thanks to the Campaign Committee for all their work. Father Shepley gave thanks for all the behind the scenes
help from Dave Szen and Drew Crocker this past year and asked that we observe a moment of silence for Drew
who died this past year. Father Shepley is looking forward with excitement and gratitude to the renovation of
Crocker Hall which will begin this spring.
REPORT OF THE WARDENS
The Wardens referred everyone to their written reports.
OLD BUSINESS
A motion was made, seconded and approved to empower the Vestry to borrow and spend funds in 2014.
NEW BUSINESS
Tara Shepley announced that Alpha is underway and that she can still use help with this.
A motion was made, seconded and approved to put the Parochial Report on the website under member’s
information when it is completed.
We do not owe the Diocese any compensation for the building project. Next step for the building project is
construction which will begin after Easter and will continue through the summer, projected to be completed by
September for the new Church School year. Dave Williams spoke of how the Holy Spirit is overseeing the
project in every way. The goal for the Capital Campaign was $500,000; use for the overage is to be
determined. There was discussion on the possibility of considering an elevator or chair lift.
NEXT ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
We will hold the 231st Annual Parish Meeting on January 25th, 2015 in the Parish Hall.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting, was seconded and approved and the 230th Annual Parish Meeting
adjourned at 10:00 am.

.

Respectfully Submitted,
Lois Hunt
Clerk of the Annual Parish Meeting
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CAPITAL ACCOUNT SUMMARY
STATUS ON PLEDGE PROGRAM
$(K)
675
455
220

TOTAL PLEDGE
PAYMENTS RECEIVED 12/31/14
TO GO

ACCOUNT
TOTAL PAYMENTS
SOURCES OF INCOME
- CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
- 2012 DONATIONS
- ENDOWMENT FUND
- SHORT TERM LOAN

2/3
1/3

469
435
20
22
58
------534

TOTAL INCOME
ACCOUNT BALANCE

66

2014 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
INCOME
EXPENSES
- MANPOWER
- BUILDING/SITE EXPENSES
- ADMIN
- MISSIONS
TOTAL EXPENSES
HOUSING ALLOWANCE
PROFIT

$(K)
410.62

YTY $(K)
-19.91

227.21
86.813
55.184
61.899
------431.11
23.825
------3.337

-8.821
-1.759
-------12.85
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EXP % OF
TOTAL

52.7%
20.1%
12.8%
14.4%
------100.0%
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PARISH REGISTER

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

12,657
9,605

11,103
9,162

12,909
10,758

12,981
10,422

11430
9210

104
75
26

105
61
43

116
62
46

103
63
52

106
66
61

Children Baptized
Adults Baptized
Total Baptized

12
1
13

8
0
8

8
1
9

3
0
3

3
0
3

People Confirmed
People Received
People Received as Members
Total Confirmed and Received
Marriages

28
6
31
34
3

2

14
2
5
21
1

10
8
0
18
2

3

6

3

8

10

8

1

3

1
(1Person)

1
1
(2 People)
(5 people)

2

1
(3 people)

Total Attendance (All Services)
Total Sunday Attendance
Sunday Holy Communion Services
Weekday Holy Communion Services
Private Holy Communion Services

Burial Offices
Transferred OUT

1
1
(3 people)
(1Person)

Transferred IN

3

Families
Individuals

121
84

9

125
85

124
82

132
96

127
102

THE RECTOR’S REPORT

Dear Family of St. Paul’s,
We have made history once again. In 2013, for the first time in collective memory, in addition to our
extraordinary capital campaign, we made an end of the year profit. Now, by God’s grace, for 2014, we
have done it again! Our financial position is strengthening year by year, a sign of an increasingly healthy
congregation.
In terms of our facilities, Phase I of our renovation of the parish hall area is completed. We are now
embarking on Phase II, a renovation of our Sunday school wing. Our pledge payments thus far have
paid down 67% of our total amount pledged, with 33% remaining. In our final two years of the
campaign, may we fulfill our commitments before God and one another as we finish well in fully
funding the enhancement our physical plant for a bright future.
In our spiritual life together, new ministries are forming, outreach is widening and new depths are being
discovered through the Holy Spirit. Many have described a sense of peace that has fallen over our parish
in the last several years. Other words recently offered describing our church are: “loving,” “accepting,”
and “welcoming.” Our experience of caring and sharing in Christ week after week is one of true spiritual
growth. By the leading of the Lord, we are being true to our mission of “Transforming Lives Through
Jesus Christ.”
In year six now as your Rector, my sense of gratitude, honor and love only increases for you as time
marches on. This parish is like no other, and each day offers us opportunities to grow in God’s love
together. Looking to Jesus Christ, the head of our church, and eager with anticipation for what God has
next for us, consider the official prayer entitled, For the Parish, from the Book of Common Prayer (p.
817):

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven
and earth, hear our prayers for this parish family. Strengthen
the faithful, arouse the careless, and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and bring
us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

With confidence in God’s design for our common life, may we truly be one, in Jesus’ name.
Faithfully your Rector,
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WARDEN’S REPORT
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.
In all ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight.
(Proverbs 3: 5,6)
During the past year the Lord has made the path straight for St. Paul’s as we have continued to “Grow
God’s Kingdom”, and live out our mission statement, “Transforming Lives Through Jesus”. The new
year began with our second Alpha Course, and “Praise Moves”, became part of the regular Saturday
morning activities. New members continue to be added to our parish family.
The newly formed Hearts to Hands Ministry linked with the Christian Caring Committee to work closely
together to provide assistance to those needing support during times of illness or family emergency. The
Tuesday evening bible study for women, and our growing involvement with the Jericho Partnership
Ministry are examples of opportunities available to grow in faith, and share the love of Christ with
others. As you read through the pages of the Annual Report you will certainly feel blessed to be part of a
community that is so committed to doing the Lord’s work. Perhaps you are being called to join one of
these ministries.
During the 20013 Annual Meeting Fr. Shepley shared exciting news regarding the success of the capital
campaign, “Growing God’s Kingdom”. The funding necessary for the renovation of the parish hall, the
kitchen and new bathrooms would be available. The Building Committee finalized plans with the Verdi
Construction. A start date for May was determined. As the date to begin construction drew near there
were concerns that some of the temporary changes necessary to accommodate the construction would
create problems. As the actual work began the concerns seemed to disappear. Everyone pulled together
to continue to carry out our mission. The Path was made straight !
In November, St Paul’s family joined together in a spirit of thanksgiving to formally dedicate the
refurbished parish hall as “Crocker Hall” in honor of Rector Emeritus, Fr. George Crocker.From the
beginning the building project has been blessed. The Holy Spirit prevailed through the many months it
took to bring this project to completion. “Expect a Miracle”.
This will be my last year as Warden. It has been a privilege to serve our Lord in this position for the past
four years. Much growth, and many exciting changes have occurred during this time thanks to the
vision and leadership of Fr. Shepley, the dedicated members of the Vestry, and all those who quietly
work behind the scenes in our many ministries. I thank all of those who have been a support to me
during my time as Warden .I would like to add a special thanks to my fellow Warden David Williams.
David is a wonderful example of a Christian leader. I am looking forward to the future as I wait for
the Lord to reveal the plan he has for me and for the future of St. Paul’s.
Grace and Peace , Bonnie
Bonnie Wanzer, Warden
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WARDEN’S REPORT
There is a saying that we hear often that states, “Hindsight is always 20/20”. The meaning is simple,
but, in many cases, true. When we take time to look back on our lives over the past year, we often see
situations with clearer vision and better understanding than we had seen during the situation in real time.
As Christians, we can see the victories and the blessings that God has poured into our lives, and His
purpose is very clear.
Looking back over 2014, God has worked powerfully in the life of St. Paul’s Church. New ministries
were started. One example is the Hearts to Hands Ministry, which assisted parishioners who found
themselves in difficult and sometimes desperate situations. With the generosity of fellow parishioners,
short and long term solutions were put into place, and lives were transformed. The lay leadership within
our church created the desire within our hearts to help the homeless and needy of Danbury through the
Jericho Partnership. Again, those involved said that their lives were transformed as they assisted those
individuals that God calls us all to reach out to and help. In the past months, the Healing Ministry has
gone to a higher level of commitment and service that is truly God-inspired. The Stephen’s Ministry is
walking alongside all of us who are burdened, and they are bringing the love of Christ to each situation.
Looking back to January of this past year, we were given the opportunity to renovate the parish hall.
The challenge to raise funds from the people of St. Paul’s during a slow economy was a daunting one.
The amount needed was almost 1 ½ times our entire annual budget. Only God could take on this
challenge and make it a success! The result was that the Capital Campaign raised over 2 times our
annual budget. This allowed construction to start on time and be completed in September. As in
biblical times and now evident in our lives, there were enough ‘loaves and fishes’ left over in the Capital
Fund that a Phase II construction could be realized and is currently in the planning stages. At the time
we were all walking in faith, and God was so present every step of the way. The spiritual blessing was
not only financial, but the unity and consensus of parishioners throughout the process could only be
described as God-inspired.
Space on this page limits the examples that I can give, but from the Youth Ministry to the Music
Ministry, the Property Committee to the Mission Committee, and many more; their work has all been
inspired by God and has transformed lives this past year. God is at work within St. Paul’s Church, and it
is to His Glory.
I would be remiss if I didn’t touch on one last ministry that was God-inspired and that transformed lives:
that would be the ministry of our Warden Bonnie Wanzer. I can testify that Bonnie was involved in and
in touch with most of the ministries within the church, and she worked tirelessly to serve the people of
St. Paul’s. Her devotion and love was such a blessing to each one of us, and she will be greatly missed
as Warden. Bonnie will continue to be a blessing to the body of Christ in many new ways. Thank you,
Bonnie, for being the hands, feet, and heart of Christ each day.
In the coming year, as you continue with your ministries at St. Paul’s Church or begin a new ministry,
please keep this in mind. You may not know the direction or the result of your efforts when you start,
but let me assure you that we serve a mighty and loving God, and He will walk with you through it all.
As Christians and believers in the one true God, our new saying should be, “Foresight is 20/20 because
we walk in faith with God”.
David Williams, Warden
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HEARTS TO HANDS MINISTRY
The Hearts to Hands Ministry had a powerful inaugural year helping the people of St. Paul’s to better
meet the emergency, physical needs of fellow members of our church community. We stand in awe of
how God continues to use the generous resources of some to impact and change the lives of others in
need. We feel incredibly blessed to be a part of this ministry.
Like all new endeavors, our ministry has learned and grown in leaps and bounds with each new experience this year. We have had to figure out the best way to meet each pressing, parishioner need in a way
that protects other parishioners’ resources. Our primary focus continues to be meeting immediate short
term needs using an action plan that ensures long term benefits and results. With each need that crosses
our path, we prayerfully consider how to help, gathering all of the information necessary to put together
a plan that will lead to long term success. We then present the need to the congregation and wait to see
how God will work to restore the situation.
During the past year, God has made it possible for two individuals within our church community to secure and maintain new housing situations that have improved their quality of life. The parishioners of St.
Paul’s have provided all of the furniture and housewares needed to make these houses into new homes
and helped each parishioner to move in and get settled. Our ministry has coordinated transportation rotations to provide consistent rides to parishioners who otherwise would struggle to attend important physical therapy classes and doctor appointments. We also coordinated meal rotations to provide food for
many parishioners that were facing a physical or emotional challenge. We partnered with the Giving
Tree ministry to provide Christmas presents for those parishioners that we support.
Our ministry relies on you – the generous and compassionate parishioners of St. Paul’s. We could never
meet the needs that arise without your support and we look forward to partnering with you all again in
the coming year. On behalf of every parishioner that has benefited from your generosity in the last year
– thank you for being the hands and hearts of Christ.
If you have an urgent need, please reach out to us. If you would like to partner with us to help meet the
needs of those around you, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
In Christ,
Dorothy Crocker (860) 355-5672 and Nicole O’Connors (860) 788-2995
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PRAYER AND HEALING TEAM MINISTRY
2014 was a year of great growth in the Lord for the Prayer and Healing Servants. The team of Prayer
Servants supports the call to love one another by ministering to others by:
Prayer Teams (Every Sunday and after Special Services) (i) to prayer for congregants’
needs, (ii) to intercede during service for leadership anointing and God’s revelation and
protection and response of people’s hearts.
Healing Sunday – available for alter prayer on Healing Sunday
House of Prayer – available Saturdays at 11:00 in the Sanctuary
Prayer Chain – dedicated group of intercessors whom are engaged with each individual request that is directed to them.
Inner Healing (By appointment) – a time of specialized and personal healing prayer.
This year began a season of extensive and dedicated continuing education with the group study on “Step
into your Design and Purpose in the Spiritual Realm”. We studied areas such as Understanding the Authority of the Believer, Approaches in Inner and Physical Healing, Unity and Release of the Holy Spirit
which helped the team further identify their gifts of the Holy Spirit, how to gain a deeper anointing of
these gifts and how to use them in Service to others.
Additionally the Team did extensive two half-day sessions on the 10 Steps of Healing and Freedom during the Fall session followed by Thursday evening meetings with times of Unity in Prayer time.
Anyone feeling called to this ministry is invited to discuss their call with Father Joe or see Mary Perry.
Prepared by Mary Perry

CHAPLAIN SERVICE OF CONNECTICUT
The CSC was started in 2008 by Peter Scalzo with a mission to visit the elderly in nursing homes. The
first aux. chaplains at St. Paul's were trained in 2010. Currently, we have trained 20 more auxiliary chaplains in 2014 who will help meet the spiritual needs of nursing home residents in Danbury, Bethel, New
Milford, Bridgeport and Waterbury by sharing God's love and His Word. St. Paul's has had 12 parishioners trained for this vital work so far and two of them have been trained to train future chaplains. St.
Paul's is also supporting the CSC in a monetary way through the Mission Committee.
It has been projected that 50 million Americans will spend the last days of their life in a care facility of
some kind. In order to meet this urgent need, the CSC asks for volunteers and trains them 2 - 3 times a
year. We have now trained approximately 130 auxiliary chaplains. The CSC is only one of two organizations of it kind operating in the northeast working to remedy this situation. Please, if you feel God is
calling you to lend comfort and care to the elderly, see Fr. Joe. Our next training session is in the spring
(TBD).
Phyllis V. Baskett
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ALTAR GUILD
The Altar Guild members are always serving the Lord at Saint Paul’s Church. From the time you enter
the church until the time you leave, you will know the Sacristans have carried out their ministry. The
altar has been prepared for worship, be it for weekly services or a wedding, baptism, or funeral. The
altar linen has been cleaned and pressed, and the flowers and alms basons are in place. The veiled
chalice is on the altar ready for the communion service, and the credence table is in readiness. The wine
and water cruets and breadbox are on the credence table ready to be brought forward by parishioners
during the services. The church is beautifully decorated at Easter, Pentecost, Harvest Home, and
Christmas, and we give thanks to the Sacristans who are responsible for these special times in the life of
the parish.
Behind the scenes, flowers have been ordered and records of memorials kept. Supplies, such as wine,
wafers, liquid wax, candles and linens have been ordered, inventoried, and maintained. Cleaning
supplies have been purchased, linens cared for, and financial records kept.
The faithful Sacristans who carried out this wonderful ministry during 2014 are: Mary Allen, Gayle
Baldelli, Susan Balla, Elizabeth Gardner, Carol Gurski, Sharon Hibler, Lorine Hodge, Lois Hunt,
Patricia Jennings, Diane Loring, Linda Pendergast, Joyce Sarver, Elaine Skewis, Jean Stauffer, and Gail
Winkley. Two Sacristans had to resign from the Altar Guild this past year--Gayle Baldelli due to family
commitments and Elaine Skewis due to her moving to Florida. We thank both of them for their longtime commitment to the work of the Altar Guild. In October, we welcomed Dori McManus as a new
Sacristan. Dori remembers many years ago when she would help her mother who served as a Sacristan.
We offer special appreciation to several Altar Guild members. We thank Diane Loring for taking
excellent care of our altar linens, Jean Stauffer for handling all the billings pertaining to the memorial
flowers, Carol Gurski and Caroline Legg for photographing our special decorations, Linda Pendergast
for repairing our linens and banners, and Gail Winkley for coordinating the Sacristans’ schedules and
training, ordering all the altar memorial flowers, recording the donors and those to be remembered, and
ordering all the supplies needed by the Altar Guild.
In the Spring, the Altar Guild members do a thorough cleaning of the Church Proper and Sacristy,
including cleaning and waxing all the wooden items (pews, baptismal font, altar and altar rails, etc.),
vacuuming the pew cushions, polishing the brass, cleaning the windows, and reorganizing and
restocking Altar Guild supplies in the Sacristy. This is followed by lunch together at a local restaurant.
In the Fall, the Sacristans enjoy a potluck supper together and share information on the Altar Guild
ministry. A question and answer session helps everyone stay up-to-date on the latest Altar Guild
responsibilities, and Sacristan assignments are made for the following year.
The Altar Guild is a wonderful way to serve the Lord in this place. New members are always welcome.
If you feel called to do the work of the Altar Guild, please contact Gail Winkley, Altar Guild Directress.
We will be happy to have you join us.
From “The Servants of the Altar” -- “God, who has taught us the beauty of order in Thy universe, give
us a constant sense of perfection, and a reminder that work is prayer if done for Thee; that we approach
Thy altar with humility and with a deep sense of our high calling in Thy service. For Thy sake we ask it.
Amen.”
Gail Winkley, Directress
gailwinkley@yahoo.com or 203-775-3343
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LAY SERVERS
Currently we have 11 Acolytes, 3 couples and 9 non-couple Greeters, 9 Intercessors, 15 Lay Readers,
and 10 Lectors. Several people do double-duty, i.e., Greeters are intercessors, intercessors also are Lay
Readers, etc. Father Shepley and David Szen are serving as Acolyte Advisors.
It makes my job easier knowing that I can count on everyone's support with these important Ministries. I
would like to extend a special thank you to those of you who give me multiple options and allow me to
place you where the need is for any given Sunday, it is a great help.
Respectfully submitted,
Beth Miller, Scheduler

CHRISTIAN CARING COMMITTEE
The Christian Caring Committee, created in 1982, is a group of dedicated parishioners of Saint Paul’s
Church working together in a lay pastoral program. Members of the committee reach out in love to the
sick, the frail, and the elderly with friendly visits and telephone calls, and provide an outlet for sharing
concerns with one another. It is a support group for those caring for an aged or infirm family member or
friend.
A greeting card ministry has long been an important part of the Christian Caring Committee. Parish
members are remembered with cards at special times in their lives, such as graduations, weddings, new
parents, new grandparents, first communions, confirmations, special anniversaries, retirements, illnesses,
sympathy, congratulations, and “thinking of you,” etc. Also, parishioners over eighty years of age
receive cards on their birthdays, Valentine’s Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. During 2014,
the greeting card ministry sent over 200 cards to our parishioners. We thank Carol Gurski for her
faithful dedication to this part of the committee’s ministry.
A learning session is held at each meeting, including handouts in order to inform committee members on
various topics, such as bereavement, Alzheimer’s disease, stroke identification, rheumatoid arthritis,
fueling your diet, and many other health issues. For both personal and financial concerns, a
“Preparedness Planning Guide for When Emergencies Arise” has been part of the program. The
committee also makes healing baskets, containing personal care products, Christian reading material,
books, games, note paper and pen, snacks, etc. available for parishioners who may be experiencing a
long stay in a hospital or a rehabilitation facility.
Members of the committee are very willing to give of their time when a parish family is in need of a
meal after the birth of a child, when someone is confined to bed rest, when there is a death in the family,
etc. Members are also available to provide parishioners with rides to church services, hospital visits,
doctors’ appointments, etc. Members visit parishioners who are in the hospital, nursing home, or those
who are homebound. Telephone calls are made regularly to keep in touch with those who are alone.
The committee celebrates birthdays at the church for our senior parishioners on a regular basis.
The Christian Caring Committee meets on the first Monday of each month in the Guild Room at 10:00
A.M. The members exchange helpful information regarding their contacts with parishioners, as well as
alerting the clergy of any additional recommended involvement.
Members of the committee welcome suggestions for ways to carry this ministry forward and names of
people who would benefit from what the Christian Caring Committee has to offer. New members are
always welcome to share in this very important ministry to help and comfort our brothers and sisters in
Christ at Saint Paul’s Church.
Gail Winkley, Coordinator
gailwinkley@yahoo.com or 203-775-3343
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HOUSE OF PRAYER
The House of Prayer is a time of extended Healing prayer for individuals, families, couples and others
who request a longer time for healing prayer. House of Prayer is open every Saturday from 11am to
12:30 noon.
House of Prayer is a time of deeper prayer, when we soak people about an hour before the Lord. We sit
under the cross of Jesus and in front of the altar. This is the area in the church where we feel a strong
presence of the Lord and since he is the healer, we want to be close to him.
This year has been a delightful year as we have prayed for individuals, families and visitors who come
in to enjoy the beauty of our church and the presence of the Lord in our church. When visitors come into
our church we offer them an extended time of prayer and they almost always accept. They leave the
church having enjoyed a tour of the church and prayers for themselves in the presence of the Lord. All
of us need prayer and healing and no one can receive too much prayer.
Our Team consists of five prayer members who will soak you in prayer for about an hour, sometimes
longer. The team leaders are Lynne Donnelly and Diane Hannah and prayer members are Pat Brought,
Jim Castronova, and Linda Pendergast. The Team calls upon the Holy Spirit and the gifts of wisdom,
healing, discernment, prophetic words , mercy, and Holy Scripture. Besides Saturdays we are available
for appointments day or evening. If you have any questions, please call Diane Hannah 860-355-9119 or
Lynne Donnelly 860-946-9225.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynne Donnelly
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SAINT PAUL’S MEMORIAL FUND
Traditionally, monies received by the Memorial Fund have been used, at the discretion of the families
and Vestry, for lasting memorials in the loved one's name. Over the years, the bench in the Memorial
Garden was purchased with gifts to one such memorial. Other memorials purchased the brass candle
holders, Fair Linens, travelling microphones and the beautiful strained glass windows in the hallway
behind the organ. In 2008, a substantial portion of the funds collected was designated for Mission..
During 2014, the Memorial Fund received 5 donations from individuals, totaling $320.00, in loving
memory of Drew Crocker.
All donations were acknowledged and the families kept advised of the donations as they were received.
Jean Stauffer
St. Paul's Memorial Fund

MEMORIAL GARDEN
Saint Paul’s Memorial Garden forms a portion of the beautiful church grounds. The stone wall, trees,
and planned plantings add to the natural beauty of the setting. An urn, containing the cremated remains
of a loved one, may be placed in a niche within the wall or buried in the ground. A simple brass marker
provides the full Christian name and birth and death years of the person being remembered.
The garden has a simple uncluttered appearance. Plantings are added slowly and carefully to maintain
the charm and dignity of the garden. The single hand-hewn granite cross stands at the highest point in
the garden. The garden is reminiscent of a time gone by, when a person could be buried in the church
yard where the parishioner worshiped during their lifetime. Perpetual care is provided for the garden.
During 2014, 13 niches and 1 ground plot were purchased for $6,850. There were 5 interments in 2014.
We continue to improve our plantings and the overall physical condition of the property. A beautiful
array of perennial blooming flowers and shrubbery is on display from early spring until late fall.
Thanks to the Property Committee and the many parishioners who continue to help maintain the garden.
The objective in 2015 is to continue to promote the availability of the facility to our parish family as
well as to enhance the beauty of the site. The committee plans to make retroactive notations in the
permanent records of any Veterans - this will require the assistance of parish members.
Additionally, planning is underway to include the records of interments, available niches and site map
into our computer system.
A “Plan for Perpetual Maintenance” proposal, dated August 7, 2014 has been submitted to St. Paul’s
Finance Committee for consideration.
A statement of policy, regarding pricing and interment practices, plus a brochure regarding the garden,
are available. The cost for a wall niche for parishioners is $500 and $350 for a ground plot. The
financial accounting of the Memorial Garden assets and expenses can be found elsewhere in the Parish
Annual Report
Donald L. Winkley, Financial Secretary
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MISSION COMMITTEE
The Mission Committee continues to support Christian based missions at the local, national and global
levels. A significant portion of St. Paul’s budget goes toward mission. The Mission Committee reviews
our budget annually and opens up to parishioners the opportunity to submit requests for missions they
would like the parish to support.
We also coordinate The Salvation Army Kettle Campaign for the Northern Fairfield County Volunteer
Unit – for the year 2014 we raised $24,118. Of this amount, St. Paul’s raised $6,373. Monies are
administered through the Social Service units of the towns in the name of The Salvation Army. They
are designated specifically to meet the critical and urgent needs of our friends and neighbors.
Barbara DeAnzeris continues to facilitate a very dedicated group of parishioners who prepare and serve
food at the Dorothy Day Hospitality House in Danbury. This is a significant ministry to the homeless
and hungry – done in the name of Christ!
We continue to collect and deliver parishioner-donated nonperishable food, along with food certificates
to the local food banks. Thanks to everyone involved in this important mission! Joyce and John Sarver
make the deliveries.
As needed, the Mission Committee sponsors “Benefit Breakfasts”. Many hundreds of dollars have been
raised in these “fun” and social activities.
We also adopted and provided food and gifts for two families at Thanksgiving and three for Christmas.
Again, thank you fellow parishioners for your support!
Kasulau Bible College continues to be a major recipient of our activities. Newly named Canon Bill and
Cathy Schrull coordinate this excellent work.
The Jericho Partnership continues to evolve as a significant ministry involving many St. Paul’s
parishioners
In addition to the budgeted dollar amounts as shown on the following page, there are parishioners
individually sponsoring each of the listed missions.
Mission Committee meetings are the first Thursday of each month, in the Guild Room at 7:30 pm. We
welcome you to join with us! If there are missions you have an interest in, please let us know so that
we might assist you in coordination, finances, and prayer.
Committee members are: Barbara DeAnzeris, Lois Hunt, Deacon Carolyn Legg, Joyce Sarver, Bill
Schrull, Fr. Joe Shepley, Ron Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer and Don Winkley.
Barbara DeAnzeris
Don Winkley
Coordinators
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St. Paul’s Mission Committee – Budget for Year 2014
Mission
Ability Beyond Disability

Amount
(support)

Sponsor
P. Szen

Month
SP Article/Sept

Christian Counseling Center

1,000

J. Shepley

SP Article/Feb

Community Coffee House

1,000

C. Barrett

SP Article/Aug

500

B. DeAnzeris

SP Article/Jan

Dorothy Day Hospitality House
“Emergency Mission Needs”
(Rector/committee administered)

(support)

Committee/Rector/committee

Faith Alive

2,000

B. Schrull

SP Article/Apr

“Food Baskets and Certificates”

4,200

B. DeAnzeris

SP Article/Oct

(support)

Committee

Nov

100

D. Winkley

SP Article/Sept

(support)

B. Wanzer

SP Article/May

Kasulu Bible College – Internet

1,000

B. Schrull

SP Article/Oct

KBCollege

4,000

Giving Tree
Habitat for Humanity
Hope Line

Jerico Project(Inner City Danbury)

3,500

Committee

possible speaker

Monadnock Bible Conference

1,000

L. Hunt

SP Article/Nov

Salvation Army
Local
Nationa

3,000
2,000

Hunt/Winkley
Hunt/Winkley

SP Article/Dec

B. Schrull

SP Article/Mar

SAMS – Mudge Family

500

SIMS – Kelly &Tim Malloy

1,000

St. Paul’s Missionaries

2,000

Committee/Vestry/Rector

World Vision
(support)
C. Usekes
SP Article/Aug
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -TOTAL
$26,800

St. Paul’s Mission Committee:
Barbara DeAnzeris
Lois Hunt
Carolyn Legg
Bill Schrull
Joyce Sarver
Fr. Joe Shepley
Ron Switzer
Bonnie Wanzer
Don Winkley
Note:
Committee also plans “Benefit Breakfasts” as needed.
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MUSIC MINISTRY
The music ministry continued to thrive in 2014. Membership is still strong with about 19 regular members and at
least 12 others serving in a temporary capacity for various Sundays and special services. We continue to offer the
best in blended worship—from contemporary praise music to traditional hymns, anthems, and service music.
Some notable events of the year include having members of our music team lead hymns and praise music at the
Diocesan Conference on Mission in March at St. Luke’s in Darien, a successful music retreat hosted by the Community Coffee House in August, participation in the Brookfield Ecumenical Christmas Concert at St. Joseph’s, a
fantastic Festival of Lessons and Carols (I believe that makes the 11 th one we’ve had!), and a great production of
Andrew Peterson’s Behold the Lamb (this is the 4th year).
We feel blessed to have such a supportive environment for music at St. Paul’s. The music ministry is more than just
the members of the team, but it really incorporates the entire congregation. Without a singing congregation, we
would not be able to do as much. Because of this we offer not one, but two full-music services. Bishop Rowthorn
remarked how rare it was for many 8:00 services to even sing at least two hymns these days. We do at least six!
Various purchases were made during the year for sound equipment and choral anthems, some re-wiring was completed as a result of the parish hall renovation, at which time we found out that there were almost 1000 wires leading from the organ to the pipes. Who knew?
Whether on a regular basis, or as a “temporary” choir member, as a singer or an instrumentalist, the Music Ministry
at St. Paul’s is open to anyone who wishes to participate. If you have a musical gift and you’re not sure how it can
be incorporated into worship, or if you like to sing in choirs but can’t commit to a regular schedule, we would love
to hear from you. Please contact us (Kirsten or Patrick) with any of your questions.
We look forward to a musical 2015 at St. Paul’s. Thank you to all of you who participate to make it a truly special
ministry.
Kirsten Peterson
Organist/choirmaster

Patrick O’Connors
Contemporary Music Coordinator
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not depart from it.
Proverbs 22:6
It is our hope and desire to shape the children of Saint Paul’s into faithful, loving and Christ-centered
children under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We work to help them grow as Christians by
understanding the value of daily Bible reading, prayer, and relationships that manifest love, joy and other
gifts of the Spirit that are dependent on a love of Christ.
We are thrilled with the growth and commitment that we have seen each week since the start of the school
year. Many new families have registered and become actively involved in the Sunday School program.
Our classrooms continue to be full each week, with each classroom level having a solid core of students
that return consistently to benefit from instruction and community. We are so excited to see what God
will do with this growing and committed group of children under such wise leadership. Thank you to all
of the parents who have made Sunday School a priority each week.
With the help of many generous donations, we updated the look of our nursery. We replaced the
changing table, rocking chair and kids table and chairs, along with adding countless new toys and books.
Thank you so much to everyone that made that update possible. We brightened our classrooms with new
bulletin boards that include new posters that highlight the Lord’s prayer, the 10 commandments, the Fruit
of the Spirit, the Apostle’s Creed and the Books of the Bible. Our classroom teachers are incorporating
these important components into their weekly instruction.
A large and committed group of young children received their baptism, First Holy Communion or
Confirmation throughout the course of the last year. They worked diligently throughout a series of classes
with Father Shepley and we were so proud to welcome them more fully into the body of Christ.
We also rejoice in the overwhelming commitment that many older students have made to assist in lower
level classrooms each week. Their enthusiasm for pouring themselves back into the ministry that raised
them is inspirational and fills a large need for classroom and nursery assistants. We will continue to
encourage this age group to find a way, either in this ministry or another, to give of their time and talents
to serve Christ and our church community. Many students in this age group are also serving as acolytes
during both services each Sunday. We were very excited to see Father Shepley continue to encourage and
expand this ministry. We must thank all of the students who serve as the hands of Christ in our
classrooms and during the church services each week. Thank you for setting such a high example for the
children to come!
It is with a great deal of appreciation that we thank all of our Church school volunteers who have come
forward with their time and talents to serve Christ through this ministry: Anette Hamerski, Debbie
Pomeroy, Janet Franklin, John Tuthill, Joan Boehm, Diane Hannah, Rachel Melody, Sarah Shepley,
Venus Okwuka and Juliet Barbieri. Thank you to all of the volunteers who made the Sunday School
Picnic, the Easter Egg Hunt and the Christmas Pageant possible this year. We look forward to all of these
events again this coming year. The work that you all do is purposeful and eternal and we feel blessed to
partner with all of you in the task set before us.
As we look forward to 2015, we are so excited for what is to come. Please continue to pray for the Sunday
School program, that God might continue to draw His children closer to Himself and guide the work of
our hands each week. Also do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns that you may
have.
Yours in Christ, Heather Melody and Nicole O’Connors
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JERICHO PARTNERSHIP
St. Paul’s has enjoyed an increasing presence with the Jericho Partnership in their mission to mobilize
ministry and transform a city. We are among a group of 25 Congregation Partners who support Jericho
in a variety of ways.
During 2014, we have attended several events, both to increase awareness about the many opportunities
to serve and also to support this Christian ministry in their fundraising efforts. St. Paul’s was represented by many parishioners who were treated to a delicious meal and powerful testimonies at the following:
Hopeline Dinner – March
Greater Danbury Prayer Breakfast - April
Jericho Breakfast - July
Jericho Gala - November
In addition, we had many volunteers participate in our 2nd Day of Service in October which included
work in the Food Pantry/Clothing Bank; Men’s Transitional Housing and the Good Samaritan Mission
(men’s homeless shelter). The day began with prayer and breakfast in the parking lot of the Jericho Outreach Center, followed by prayer by Fr. Joe. After performing our tasks, we were treated to a pizza
lunch.
As a result of our Day of Service, Lori Dobosh was called to organized a monthly service day for St.
Paul’s Church (on the second Saturday of each month) to serve at the Food Pantry distributing food and
at the Clothing Bank. This is a growing ministry. Food items, children’s book and toiletries are being
collected on an ongoing basis to keep the pantry fully stocked. All are welcome to join in this important
ministry.
Socks and toiletries have also been collected which are provided to those who visit the Men’s Homeless
Shelter.
St. Paul’s has other dedicated volunteers who work quietly at Samaritan Health Center, Naomi Mentoring Project and the Good Samaritan Mission.
I invite each one of you to prayerfully consider how you can serve to support the outreach efforts right
here in our community. Following is a complete listing of Jericho’s Ministry Partners.
Amos House

Athletes of Christ

Bethany Christian Services

Brotherhood of Christ

Good Samaritan Mission

Naomi Mentoring Project

Pathways Academy

Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center
Pathways Danbury

S.A.Y. Yes! Youth Center

Samaritan Health Center

The Call

Young Life Danbury

Once a month, there is a “Prayer Furnace” held in the Wilberforce Prayer Chapel at 13 Rose Street in
Danbury. This occurs on the second Wednesday of every month from 12:30-1:30 p.m.
All are welcome!
(Continued)
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If you would like more information about any of these vital ministries, visit the Jericho Partnership website at www.jerichopartnership.org or contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com).
For all of you who have or are currently serving to support one of these ministries, many, many thanks
from the bottom of my heart.
We are all called to serve our Lord in love and help those in need. I hope to see many more of you at
our next Day of Service or before to find the right ministry to serve by sharing your talents and your
Christian love.
We are better together and our increased local outreach is making a significant difference in our community.
Shalom,
Pam Szen

COFFEE HOUR/HOME GROUPS/HOSPITALITY
COFFEE HOUR: Many thanks to all the wonderful people that host one of the two coffee hours on
Sunday, These fine people take the time to bring in tasty treats for their fellow parishioners on their
assigned Sunday. We are always looking for more people to host. It's fun, it's easy and it's very
rewarding. Hosting averages only three times a year or so out of the 52 Sundays! If we can get more
sign-ups, that will go down even more. Please contact Mary Allen for additional information. A special
thanks to Mike Kirner for offering to supply the milk and cream!
HOME GROUP LISTING: A master list of leaders and current participants in Small Groups and Bible
Studies is prepared and updated three times a year. It is distributed to Vestry members and Father
Shepley. Anyone interested in participating in a group can contact Father Shepley and he will review
the listing with you.
HOSPITALITY: Hospitality coordinates refreshments for the annual meeting in January, some special
coffee hours, Lessons and Carols, and certain selective events. Many of our Saint Paul's members have
volunteered their time to prepare food, set up, serve and clean up during these functions. Many hands
make lighter work. Our Saint Paul's parishioners have done remarkable work to make each event a great
success. We are all blessed to have wonderful people in our church who are willing to give their time
and energy. Thank you all for your participation and I look forward to working with you in the coming
year.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Allen
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ST. PAUL’S OWN
Our year started out with guest teachers John & Bev Carr doing an in-depth study on healing with the
group. The youth learned about the power or healing prayer and even experienced some amazing work
that God did through them as they were able to pray for healing with each other. I’d like to once again
thank the Carr’s for their leadership with the group while I took some time to care for my family after
the unexpected early birth of my daughter.
The spring-time saw a first and last for the group. We held our first blind auction in April to raise funds
for our mission trip. We had a great response from area businesses and an even better response from the
parish making the night our most successful fundraiser ever. Our Sunday evening Vespers service came
to an end this past April. After three years of having a youth-led evening prayer service it was time to
move on and make room for something different to take shape.
Our summer mission trip brought us to Washington DC. Fourteen students made the trip and it was
definitely a unique experience. Staying outside the city meant long drives each morning to the work sites
and being in a large urban setting meant working with many different organizations that have a direct
impact on the less fortunate in the city.
In August we said goodbye to five graduating seniors, and to two more students whose families moved
away. The school year started by having one youth group again for grades 7-12 and with the addition of
a few new students, the group has quickly taken on a new group identity. This fall also saw the start of a
new youth program, St. Paul’s OWN Juniors, for grades 4, 5 & 6. The group meets once a month to play
games, enjoy fellowship together, and a hear a brief message.
For our weekly meetings we’ve continued using our Elements curriculum to study a main concept of the
Christian faith every week. Each topic is covered over the course of three weeks allowing for a thorough
study of each theme.
Late this past fall we began planning for our mission trip to Boston next summer. Our Christmas wreath
sales were successful once again. And the St. Paul’s quilting group once again donated a beautiful
handmade quilt that we raffled off.
We’re looking forward to another fun and exciting year with the youth of St. Paul’s. Thank you to
everyone who has supported us this past year!
Patrick O’Connors
Family Ministry Coordinator
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE
2014 proved to be one of the most exciting years in memory for the Property Committee. While
adopting a supporting role of the Building Committee’s Parish Hall renovation efforts the Property
Committee continues to embrace our philosophy of completing at least “One Project a Month” and has
seen numerous projects through to completion as a result.
The early part of the year focused on preparing for the extensive renovation of the Parish Hall since the
entire area, including the kitchen and bathrooms, would be “off limits” for the duration of the project.
The bathrooms that would remain accessible were upgraded with new handicap bars and lavatories, the
kitchenette in the Tuck Room was thorough cleaned, reorganized and adapted to serve as a temporary
home to our Coffee Hours and other events. Plans were made for relocating all furnishings and supplies
while temporary storage locations were prepared for the moves.
As Easter and spring approached the Sanctuary flowers beds were cleaned, mulched and planted along
with a winter parking lot clean up just in time for Holy Week. Other projects completed during this
period include mulching of the Memorial Gardens, and a long overdue cleaning of the Parish Hall
window parapets and all connecting drain systems. By cleaning these areas we are now confident that
the chance of water seeping into the newly renovated hall is negligible.
As all are aware this past summer was one of major changes. Through the overwhelming generosity of
those who pledged to support our Capital Campaign and the McQueen/Verdi Group efforts our long
planned project of transforming the Parish Hall into Crocker Hall came to fruition with wonderful
results!! All utilities and plumbing were replaced, the kitchen was completely renovated and all
appliances replaced, both bathrooms were redesigned, expanded and brought up to American with
Disabilities Act standards and the hall itself received new floors, ceilings, refurbished doors, and paint
with new matching wooden trim to match the beautiful stain of the doors.
While this major project was on going the long suffering roofs, scuppers and drainage systems above the
classroom wing were redesigned and replaced. A special note of “Thanks” to Al Chaleski and Doug
Melody is warranted here; without their dedication of time and coordination efforts neither project
would have been as seamless as they were. Other projects completed this summer include modifying
and expanding the boundaries of our parking lot to allow six more parking spaces, the removal of three
unsafe trees from the Memorial Gardens and the parking lot and the continual maintenance of our many
gardens/window basins/areas of overgrown vegetation by our faithful crew of Garden Angels.
As the dust settled at the end of the summer life for the committee resumed a more normal pace. A leak
in the small water heater in the classroom wing necessitated its replacement and shortly after that the
main water tank for the building also had to be replaced. The Vestry also approved a request to procure
an Emergency Automated External Heart Defibrillator and replacing the curtain track in the Guild room.
The Property Committee has submitted proposals for a stained glass window maintenance program and
the purchase of portable dividers for use in Crocker Hall. The Property Committee also submitted our
applicable portion of the draft St. Paul’s Vestry “Policy and Procedure” Manual.
Some future projects include resealing the parking lot/driveway cracks and assessing options to address
additional parking requirements, upgrading the main power service, addressing deficiencies in the
Classroom Wing and establishing of a slate roof replacement fund with the goal of doing so in
approximately 20 years.
As one can see our scope is board. Even though our committee is small in numbers we truly enjoy
serving the Lord in our quiet manner. If you have any interest, or concerns, in our mission we encourage
all to join us at 7:30pm on the first Thursday of every month for great fellowship and a little bit of labor.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Chengeri
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STEPHEN MINISTRY
The Purpose of the Stephen Ministry is to support the mission of St. Paul’s by being a living presence of
the loving Christ providing one to one care to those facing life challenges.
Who are Stephen Ministers?
Are lay people of the congregation who have been approached, interviewed and are deemed gifted to
this ministry.
Participate in 50 hours of training as well as ongoing continuing education twice a month.
Come alongside people facing challenges as a conduit to allow God to work and heal.
Paired one-on-one with a same gender care receiver and begin a caring relationship and meet once a
week for one hour.
Respect the identity and privacy of the care receiver and may not share their names or any details of
the relationship with anyone, however a care receiver may share if they choose.
Currently, the 12 active Stephen Ministers are providing God’s love and care to 10 Care Receivers.
Our Stephen Ministers are committed servants, we meet the first and third Monday of each month. The
first portion of the meeting is the Continuing Education portion where in 2014 we discussed a wide
range of topics on God’s Love, Hearing God Better, But God…, and discussed three parables of
valuable teachings. We have enjoyed many guest speakers including Father George and Deacon
Carolyn who shared on specific topics to support the growth of the ministry. The second portion of the
meeting is Peer Supervision, where the Ministers support each other’s ministry.
If you are interested in becoming a member of Stephen Ministry or would like to have a Stephen
Minister; please contact Father Joe, or Ken or Mary Perry.
Prepared by Mary and Ken Perry

HEALTH AND FITNESS MINISTRY
Health and Fitness Mission Statement:
To encourage St. Paul’s congregation to have an active role in the stewardship of the overall health of
their Spirit, Mind and Body which is God’s –
For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s. 1 Corinthians 6:20
2014 saw the start of this ministry which is dedicated to helping people achieve overall wellness so to be
able to do the work God has for us to do.
PraiseMoves began in January of 2014 and has developed a faithful group of PraiseMovers who meet on
Saturdays at 10:00 to stretch and soak God’s word into their Spirit, Mind and Body!
A 6-week Bible Study on Daniel Plan (total body wellness) will be kicking off 2015!
Any suggestions for future activities or to join the ministry team, please see Mary Perry.
Prepared by Mary Perry
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BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT
Back in the summer of 2012, a few people got together to discuss the possibility of renovations to the
parish hall. It started off small with the idea of a few minor changes that would ‘spruce up the place’. It
then grew into something much larger and more challenging.
A wise member of the committee talked about the history of St. Paul’s Church and pointed out the great
vision that the people of St. Paul’s had after experiencing a devastating fire in the early 1900’s. They had
the God-given foresight to rebuild the church in order to continue the Great Commission. He then went
on and spoke about the vision that the people of St. Paul’s had in the 1950’s to build a new education
wing on the existing church so the Word of God could be taught and lived out. Soon after this discussion, the idea was born and the plan was forged. Current parishioners of St. Paul’s will continue the tradition to improve the conditions of the property for the purpose of serving God in our community.
The goal was to create an activity space that would foster a family environment where the life of the
church would center, to bring the facility up to current building codes, and to practice good stewardship
over the funds available. The process was challenging but never taxing. There were long meetings that
went well into the evening, but it never seemed like a waste of time. The group would discuss, debate,
and disagree but always came to consensus in the end. It was quite clear to all that God was directing the
group and that He had a purpose at hand. Once the design was complete and the contractor was hired, we
only had to raise the funds to start construction. No simple task!
The most dramatic way that God demonstrated His blessing was through the generosity of the people of
St. Paul’s. The Capital Campaign’s challenge was enormous. St. Paul’s had never raised such a large
amount of money in the past, and the amount was greater than our annual budget. The Capital Campaign
Committee worked tirelessly and had a well-developed plan. Along with this effort came the grace of
God and the power of the Holy Spirit, and the funds were raised and construction could begin. The project ran smoother than anticipated, finishing on time and under budget. Those who know something
about construction would have to admit that this rarely happens, so it truly was a God-instance.
A few “thank you’s” are in order. Thank you to:
 the Building Committee for their dedication and openness.
 the Capital Campaign Committee for ‘Expecting a Miracle’ and receiving one!
 Al Chaleski and Doug Melody for their daily dedication to on-sight supervision, making sure that the
work was being completed on time with the highest of quality.
 Chuck Allan for promptly paying the bills and making sure the finances were managed.
 all of you who financially supported and prayed for the success of the project. It truly could not have
been completed without your support.
And finally, thank you, Abba Father for loving us through it all.
David Williams

REPORT OF THE SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE
The scholarly search for the truth
Has guided me since early youth,
To pounce on each fact
Is a thrill that’s intact,
Though now I am long in the tooth!
Respectfully submitted,

(The Rev.) Wm. D. Loring
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