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The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Christmas Day 

December 25, 2022 at 10:00 am 
 
 

Prelude “In the Bleak Midwinter” Douglas Wagner 
 
 
 
 

All stand as able for hymns 
 

Opening Hymn “Once in royal David's city” Hymnal 102 
(Verses 1, 2,-4 & 6) 

 
 
 
 
 

The Christmas Acclamation 
 

Celebrant:  Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people: 
for unto you is born this day in the city of David a savior which is Christ 
the Lord! 

People: Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth. 
 

 

 

1  Once in royal David's city 
stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2  He came down to earth from heaven, 
who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, 
and his cradle was a stall; 
with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, 
lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
 
 
 

4  For he is our lifelong pattern; 
daily, when on earth he grew, 
he was tempted, scorned, rejected, 
tears and smiles like us he knew, 
Thus He feels for all our sadness, 
and He shares in our gladness.  
 

6  Not in that poor lowly stable, 
with the oxen standing round, 
we shall see him; but in heaven, 
where his saints his throne surround: 
Christ, revealed to faithful eye, 
set at God’s right hand on high. 
 

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), 
Music: Irby, melody Henry John Gauntlett (1805-1876); 

harm, Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929) 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/102
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Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
(Please Stand As Able) 
Glory to God “Gloria in excelsis” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Gloria continues on next page) 
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The Collect for the Nativity of our Lord: Christmas Day 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray together.  Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten 
Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born this day of a pure 
virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your 
children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy 
Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same 
Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
(Please be seated for the readings) 

 
 
The Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 52:7-10 
 

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
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who brings good news, who announces salvation,  
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen!  Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 98 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

 

With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

 

The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

 

He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 

Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

 

Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 
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With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the Lord. 

 

Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

 

Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD , 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

 
 
The Epistle Hebrews 1:1-12 
 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds.  He is the reflection of God's glory and the 
exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.  When 
he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 
than theirs. 
 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
"You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you"? 
Or again, 

"I will be his Father, 
and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 
"Let all God's angels worship him." 

Of the angels he says, 
"He makes his angels winds, 

and his servants flames of fire." 
But of the Son he says, 

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 
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You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 
therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 
And, 

"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 

and your years will never end." 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Response “Of the Father's love begotten” Hymnal 82 
(Verses 1-2) 

 
 
 
 

(Please stand as able for the Gospel) 
 

The Gospel John 1:1-14 
 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to You, Lord Christ. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the 
life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light.  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/82
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He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
Gospel Response “Of the Father's love begotten” Hymnal 82 

(Verses 3-4) 
 
 
 
 

The Sermon The Reverend Joseph Shepley 
 
 

The Nicene Creed    (Please Stand As Able) 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/82
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        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Celebrant: Dear sisters and brothers, God has pitched a tent in our midst.  God's 
word has taken our flesh.  That all may know God's presence bringing us 
together, it is fitting that our flesh should call to God in holy words of 
petition, saying: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Leader: That the feet of each of us might be made beautiful through our 
proclamation of peace at table, desk, and lathe, as well as in every place 
where violence threatens, let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: That the word which conquers darkness might enlighten the blindness 
which keeps Christ's followers separated and at odds, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Leader: That our celebration of God's first-born might inspire and quicken in us 
protection and nurture of all human life, and especially the children, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: That God's dwelling among us might lead us to shelter the homeless, feed 
the hungry, and support those who minister to them, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: That the power of the word might fill our hearts and minds, lifting up 
especially our missionaries in Cambodia, so that the gospel be preached 
with greater courage and strength to the ends of the earth, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: That the love of God following upon love might work for the healing of 
the sick, as we remember those who have asked for our prayers. 

Leader: Let us pray to the Lord. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
 

 

Celebrant: O God, the source of light and sound, your word dispels our darkness, 
and your light speaks to our hearts.  As we praise you, we beg that your 
power overwhelm us, that all the world might find us the more perfect 
ministers of your presence.  Thus may you be glorified this Christmas Day 
and forever in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 
 
 
 

The Peace  
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

Announcements     
(Please be seated for the announcements) 

 

 

 



 11 

Offertory Sentence 
Celebrant: Rejoice!  For I bring good news and great joy to all people: today is born to 

you a Savior, Jesus Christ the Lord. 

 
 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

(Remain standing as able) 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; because you 
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and make us heirs in him of 
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph 
to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his 
appearing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Praise him above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/105
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 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You may stand or kneel. 
 

Celebrant: We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In 
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for 
the remembrance of me." 
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 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

All: We remember his death,  
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

 

Celebrant: And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of 
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 
they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the 
new Covenant.  Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring 
us to that heavenly country where, with Saints Mary, Joseph, Stephen, 
John, the Holy Innocents, Paul and all your saints, we may enter the 
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author 
of our salvation. 

 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN. 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Celebrant: Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
All: Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

 
 
• Please follow the ushers directions for receiving the Eucharist at the altar rail. 
• Let an usher know if you prefer to remain seated at your pew for distribution of the Bread and Wine. 
 
 
Communion Hymn “Love came down at Christmas” Hymnal 84 
 
 
Communion Hymn “Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming” Hymnal 81 
 
 
 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/84
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/81
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 

All: Grant, we pray, O Lord our God: that we, who rejoice to celebrate the 
birth of our redeemer, may follow him in the way of righteousness and 
by your grace may be made worthy to dwell with him in heaven, who 
lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Christmas Blessing 
Celebrant: May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless 

you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart 
with the light of his holiness.  Amen. 

 May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 
birth, fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen. 

 May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth 
to heaven, give you his peace and favor.  Amen. 

 And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.  Amen.  

 
 
Recessional Hymn “Hark! the herald angels sing” Hymnal 87 
 
 
Dismissal 
 

Celebrant: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
All:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 
 
 
 
Postlude “In Dulci Jubilo” Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow 

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/87
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Year End Donations - All money to be credited to your 2022 account MUST be in the 
Parish Office by December 30th.  Any money received after December 30th will be 
credited to your 2023 account. 

 

Drive Thru Food Collection - Since April of 2020, we have held 67 food drives, 
collecting much needed food for our neighbors and local food pantries.  Our next Drive-
Thru Food Collection is next Wednesday, December 28th from 11 am to 1 pm.  If you 
are unable to drop off during these hours, alternate arrangements can be made 
prszen@gmail.com. 

 

New Years Day - Sunday, January 1st is the Feast of the Holy Name of our Lord.  We 
will celebrate with our normal 8:00 am and 10:30 am services. 

 

Epiphany - Friday, January 6th, we will have a special candlelight 7:30 pm service to 
celebrate Epiphany, the arrival of the Magi, who traveled far to see the Infant Savior. 

 

Prayer Needs? - You can let us know by submitting your need on our website or 
emailing prayingnow2@gmail.com and our team of intercessors will pray for your request 
or you can ask for a prayer servant to call you and we can pray together! 

 

Stay in Touch - Are you receiving our weekly electronic newsletter, Sword Points, and 
other communications from us online?  If not, send your name and e-mail address to 
StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com.  And, be sure to check our website frequently for 
schedule changes and links to online offerings. 

 

Our Facilities - Our restrooms are located downstairs at the rear of our parish hall.  
Take the stairway to the right as you exit the sanctuary.  The restrooms are located in the 
far left corner of the parish hall, across from the kitchen.  Live streaming and audio of the 
service on a wide screen TV is set up in the parish hall.  If you need anything during the 
service, please feel free to ask an usher. 

 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:prayingnow2@gmail.com
mailto:StPaulsSwordPoints@gmail.com
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Calendar For The Week 
(We welcome and encourage parishioners to come to any of these ministries.) 

(Check website for up to date Zoom links - www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 
 

Sun., December 25 10:00 am - Christmas Day Holy Eucharist (YouTube Live) 
Mon., December 26 6:30 pm - “The Chosen,” Guild Room 
Tue., December 27 6:00 pm - Huber’s Dinner Party (Resv. Required) 
Wed., December 28 10:00 am - Holy Eucharist & Healing (YouTube Live) 
 11 - 1:00 pm - Drive Through Food Collection 
Thu., December 29 6:00 pm - International Potluck, Siergiej’s Home 
Fri., December 30 5:00 pm - Bowling Night, New Milford Lanes 
Sat., December 31 9:00 pm - New Year’s Eve Party & Eucharist, Guild Room  
Sun., January   1 8:00 am - Traditional Eucharist (YouTube Live) 
 10:30 am - Contemporary Eucharist (YouTube Live) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Sunday - The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Holy Eucharist at 8:00 am and 10:30 am 

Preacher: The Rev. Joseph Shepley 
 

Readings for January 1st 
Numbers 6:22-27;  Psalm 8;  Galatians 4:4-7;  Luke 2:15-21 

 
 
 
 

Saint Paul’s Staff 
 

Rector The Reverend Joseph Shepley 
Wardens Lois Hunt and George Stowell 
Vestry Members Chuck Allen-Treasurer, David Williams-Clerk, Dan Bacon, 
 Lin Bennett, George Blass, Darin Crocker, JoAnn Hornak, Gordy Hil  
 Pam Koniecki, Max Kronberg, Jim Miller, Lisa Richardson 
Organist and Choirmaster Kirsten Peterson 
Coord. of Contemporary Worship & Family Ministries Patrick O’Connors 
Sunday School Administrator Nicole O’Connors 
Sexton Doug Melody 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/HolyName_RCL.html#Ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/HolyName_RCL.html#Ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/HolyName_RCL.html#Nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/HolyName_RCL.html#Gsp1

