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Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  Strengthened & Alive for Christ 

“You have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.  Wake 

up!  Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have found 

your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God.”                                Revelation 2:1-2 

Dear Friends, 

A stronomers tell us that the light from the polar star takes thirty-three years to 

reach the earth.  That star could have been plunged into darkness thirty 

years ago and its light would still be pouring down to earth, shining in the sky as 

brightly as if nothing had happened.  It could be a dead star, but for over thirty 

years, we wouldn’t know it was dead. 

The church in Sardis at the time of the Apostle John’s letter of Revelation was still 

depending on the light of past faithfulness, while in its present moment, had lost 

direction.  They were called to awaken once again to God’s vision for them, lest 

they truly die as a church.  Today, as back then, we as the church are called to 

awaken to God’s vision for us by discerning, and following, the work of the 

Holy Spirit in our midst, lest our light go out.  For what is not growing is dying. 

At St. Paul’s, we are aware that evangelism, sharing our faith stories and 

reaching the next generation for the Gospel is essential as we seek to be a light 

upon the hill here in Brookfield, and beyond.  Our Vestry is currently working on 

a strategic plan for such a vision to be rolled out in this next season.  Please pray 

for us as we long to be awakened, strengthened and alive for Christ.  We 

have every reason to rejoice in our future that is always bright, as long as we put 

our trust in the Lord of life. 

Faithfully, 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion!

Welcome 
 

If you plan on joining us in 

person, please review our 

safety protocols ahead of time.  

You can read them by clicking 

HERE..  
 

 Thank you for wearing your 
mask properly, covering your 
mouth & nose at all times. 

 Thank you for following the 
ushers directions. 

 Thank you for being respectful 
of others needs, spaces and 
beliefs as we all deal with 
current Connecticut Covid-19 
Phase Reopen Guidelines. 

 

https://saintpaulsbrookfield.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=61c3c0e1c85361da820ab8127&id=90a75e6aee&e=14cdd37596


 3 

 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, May 13    
 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sat, May 15 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, May 16    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  9:45 am - First Communion Class 
 -10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 

Mon, May 17 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study  (Zoom) 
Tue, May 18 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, May 19 -10:00 am - Online Healing Prayer Service  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Thu, May 20 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sat, May 22 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sun, May 23    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

†  Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center 
 

H 
opeline is one of the Ministries supported by the St. Paul’s 
Mission Program.  Hopeline is a Christian based program that 
provides counseling and support to women during unplanned 

pregnancies.  Early testing and limited ultrasound services are provided by 
trained professionals.  Through counseling Hopeline prepares women to make 
an informed choice regarding their pregnancy. 

Hopeline is there to support the expectant Mom and her baby through the 
pregnancy and beyond,  providing material assistance for clothing, diapers, 
and many of the other items newborns require. 

St. Paul’s has provided financial support through the Change for Change 
Baby Bottle Campaign.  Baby Bottles were distributed to parishioners and 
they were asked to fill the bottle with change, bills, or a check.  There has 
always been a very generous response from the St. Paul’s family. 

 There was no Baby Bottle 
Campaign in 2020 because of the 
pandemic.   

Bottle Free Baby 

Bottle Campaign 

T his year there will be a 

BOTTLE FREE Baby 

Bottle Campaign.  Between May 

23rd and June 23rd, we are 

asking that you consider making 

a donation to Hopeline by writing 

a check to St. Paul’s , noting 

Hopeline in the memo line. 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
https://zoom.us/j/93571720162?pwd=V0JTejJWT2pMSlY2K2xJdWYvazlrZz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Stewardship Reflection 
 

 “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God.”     

 - John 4:15 
 

H ow strong is your faith?  When you have an 

opportunity to either defend or clarify a 

question about our faith in Jesus, do you do it?  Or, 

do you remain silent so that others don’t think you are 

weird?  Pray for the courage to be strong in all 

circumstances and to share your witness with others. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

May 13th 
 

Ascension Day 
 

T he Feast of the Ascension of Jesus Christ is celebrated 40 days 
after Easter Day, marking the conclusion of Jesus’ post-

resurrection appearances and his ascension into heaven.  Although 
Ascension Day is on May 14 on this year’s liturgical calendar, many 
parishes will observe it on this Sunday. 
 Celebration of this holy day dates back at least to the late fourth 
century, and scriptural references to Jesus’ ascension occur in both The 
Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel of Mark: “So when they had come 
together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times 
or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.’  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they 
were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them.  They said, 
‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
towards heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same 
way as you saw him go into heaven’” (Acts 1: 6-11, 
NRSV). 
 “So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken 
to them, was taken up into heaven and sat 
down at the right hand of God” (Mark 
16:19, NRSV). 
 The Ascension of Jesus is also 

professed in the Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed: 
“He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father” (Book of Common Prayer, pp.120, 358). 

 

Collect for Ascension Day 

A lmighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things: 

Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides 
with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 
glory everlasting.  Amen  (Book of Common Prayer, p. 226). 

Fifteenth-century illuminated manuscript 

depicting the Ascension of Christ (Image via 

Wikimedia)  
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†  A Future and a Hope 
 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, to give you a future and a hope.”         Jeremiah 29:11 

 

I 
n our lifetime, we will face tribulations.1  At any time in your life, has your future 
looked bleak?  Have you ever lost hope in the midst of adversity? 
When we are feeling down and out, where can we turn?  In those times when we are 

weary and greatly discouraged, the psalmist encourages us to put our hope in God.2 Why?  
Because our Lord has a plan for you and me.  You may be wondering, "What plan?" 

Well, first of all, God chose us before the foundation of the world, to bear fruit for His 
kingdom.3  And He is the one who created us.4  God knows everything about us.5  And He is 
with us all the time.6  If God is so intertwined in our lives, then He clearly must have a 
purpose for us.  And as such, we can trust Him to direct our steps.7 

The Lord desires to be intimately 
involved in our lives, and has a definitive 
plan for each of us.  He clearly says so in 
the Jeremiah 29:11 verse above.  How 
then can we put ourselves in a better 
position to follow the Lord's master plan 
for our lives?  For starters, we would be 
well served to submit to God, draw closer 
to Him, purify our hearts through 
repentance, and humble ourselves before 
the Lord.8 

Jeremiah 29:12-13 also offers 
guidance on how we can enter into and 
abide in God's will; "Then you will call 
upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I 
will listen to you.  And you will seek Me 
and find Me, when you search for Me 
with all your heart."  As we call upon the 
Lord,9 cry out to Him,10 and pour out our 
hearts before God,11 He will be faithful to 
hear and answer us.  And as we seek God 
first,12 early,13 and often,14 we will most 
assuredly find Him. 

When we earnestly pursue intimacy 
with God through diligent prayer and 
searching wholeheartedly for Him, we 
will be wonderfully blessed as a result of 
our efforts; "I will be found by you," says 
the Lord.  "I will end your captivity and 
restore your fortunes." 15 

As we adhere to His plans for our 
lives, the Lord will perfect that which 
concerns us,16 for we are His precious 
works-in-progress.  And He will finish 
what He started! 

 

“And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue 
his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.”  

Philippians 1:6 

  1  John 16:33  
  2  Psalm 42:5,11  
 Psalm 43:5  
  3  Ephesians 1:4  
 John 15:16  

  4  Psalm 139:13-16  
  5  Psalm 139: 1-6  
  6  Joshua 1:5  
 Hebrews 13:5  
  7  Proverbs 3:5-6  

  8  James 4:7-10  
  9  Psalm 91:15  
10  Psalm 18:6  
11  Psalm 62:8  
12  Matthew 6:33  

13  Psalm 63:1  
14  Luke 11:9-10  
15  Jeremiah 29:14  
16  Psalm 138:8  
 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787303
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787365
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787398
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787427
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787457
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787509
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787540
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787582
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787617
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787651
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787729
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787759
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787789
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787818
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787855
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787885
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787917
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787955
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=487787988
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P art of Acts 1 talks about the 

naming of a new Apostle to 

replace Judas.  The Disciples named two 

men who “went in and out among us,” 

and asked God, who knows all hearts, to 

assist them in their choice.  Suppose you 

were in that situation today.  What in 

your heart would tell God about your 

love and giving and service to Him? 
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†  Christ’s High Priestly Prayer 
 

T he scheduled gospel reading for this 7th Sunday of Easter from John 17 is a portion 
of the High Priestly Prayer in which Jesus prays for Himself, His Apostles and for 

all present and future believers.   
Upon finishing His discourse in the Upper Room at the Passover celebration, Jesus and 

the 11 Apostles left the room and made their way from Jerusalem down through the Kidron 
Valley to Gethsemane.  On the way to Gethsemane, Jesus discussed with His disciples all of 
the great truths.  He taught them about Heaven, the peace of God, surrender to the Lord, the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, and He prayed the wonderful and powerful prayer of John 17.  
All of this occurred as they made their way to the Garden of 
Gethsemane in His farewell discourse.  As they are about to 
enter the Garden, Jesus begins to pray aloud, lifting His eyes 
to heaven, and saying, "Father, the hour has come; glorify 
Thy Son, that the Son may glorify Thee.” 

In its’ entirety, Jesus’ prayer in John 17 is the longest 
recorded prayer of our Lord.  Some consider this to be the 
true Lord’s Prayer.  It is the highest and most extensive 
example of intercessory prayer.  The close communion Jesus 
has with His Father as revealed in this prayer helps us to 
understand the greatness and the glory of Jesus, the Son of 
God. 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Ascension 
20th century 

Russell Beck (1941-2018) 
 

“A scension” is a 20th century, freestanding sculpture created by Russell Beck.  It is 
located on the grounds of the Aukland Botanic Gardens, Aukland, New Zealand.  

Beck, who was known for his unusual and challenging galvanized and painted mild steel 
sculptures, said, 
“The concept is 
to stimulate 
perception of 
solid objects.  
The work is an 
illusion of a 
series of 
ascending cubes.  
They are actually 
rhombohedrons, 
which present an 
almost two 
dimensional 
effect of a three 
dimensional 
shape.  The 
illusion differs 
from front and 
back sides.”  
Beck was also a 
world 
recognized, 
international 
authority on jade.  
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†  Protection and Joy 

 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26;  Psalm 1;  1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19 
 

T 
he Lord Jesus will not leave us comfortless, nor will he leave us without 
protection.  He sends the Holy Spirit to be our consolation and security in a world 
as yet fraught with dangers, a world that hates and rejects the ones who “do not 

belong to the world” (John 17:14).  We are, of course, in the world and committed utterly to 
the cause of building a more humane and just society, but insofar as the world remains 
addicted to sin and death, we renounce the world and register ourselves as citizens of another 
homeland. Christ is our home, comfort, and protection. 

“Holy Father,” Jesus prays, “protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected them in your name that 
you have given me.  I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to 
be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am coming to you, and I speak 
these things in the world so that they may have my joy complete in themselves.  I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just 

as I do not belong to the world.  I am not 
asking you to take them out of the world, 
but I ask you to protect them from the evil 
one” (John 17:11-15). 
We are indivisibly one in Christ because 
we are secure, protected in the power that 
is the shared glory of the Father and the 
Son, namely, the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit 
overshadows us and protects us from the 
evil one.  Because this protection is a 
solemn and divine promise, we have the 
complete joy of Christ.  We are not living 
in fear but in the joy of the Resurrection.  
Indeed, we have a divine testimony in our 
hearts that promises eternal life in the 
Son.  “And this is the testimony: God 
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son.  Whoever has the Son has life; 
whoever does not have the Son of God 
does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). 
Amid all the risks of life, amid slings and 

arrows, dangers, toils, and snares, we cling to Christ as the source of eternal salvation.  
Protected from the evil one, we live in the power of the Holy Spirit.  How shall we describe 
this new life? 

All the baptized draw into themselves the very life of Christ.  “They are like trees planted 
by streams of water,” says the Psalmist, “which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither.  In all that they do, they prosper” (Ps. 1:3).  The cross of Jesus Christ is a new 
tree planted near streams of life-giving, life-changing, forgiving waters.  United to the cross 
and buried in baptism, the life of Christ becomes our life. 

Again and again, we are promised not some general sentiment of good will or kindly 
affection; we are promised the life of Jesus Christ in us.  Speaking to a Samaritan woman, 
Jesus said, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a 
drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water … those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty.  The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life” (John 4:11,14). 

Christ has prayed for our protection and has provided for our comfort.  He has also 
become our life and salvation, our joy and hope. 
 

Look It Up: 
Read The Collect. 
 

Think About It: 
Comfort, protection, strength, and fearless joy.         - from The Living Church, 2021 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html
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†  Mary  \ ˈmer-ē \  

M ary the Virgin, Mother of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Saint Mary.  As Fr. Joe 
mentioned in our period of instruction last Sunday, the mother of Jesus has been 

an object of veneration in the church since the apostolic age.  She has been a favorite subject 
in art, music, and literature.  Her humility and obedience to the message of God at the time 
of the Incarnation have made her an example for all ages of Christians.  The following 
events of her life are in the NT: her betrothal to Joseph; the annunciation by the angel that 
she would be the mother of the Messiah; her visit to Elizabeth, the mother of John the 
Baptist; the birth of Jesus; the visits of the shepherds and the wise men; the presentation of 
Jesus in the temple; the flight into Egypt; the visit to Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve years 
old; the wedding at Cana; an occasion when Mary and Jesus' brothers asked to speak to him 
while he was speaking to the people; the crucifixion when Jesus commended her to John; 
and the meeting with the apostles in the upper room after the Ascension.  Early in church 
history she was honored and esteemed.  Irenaeus 
called her the New Eve, Athanasius taught her 
perpetual virginity, and the Council of Ephesus in 431 
declared her Theotokos, Mother of God, because of 
the hypostatic union of divinity and humanity in the 
one person Jesus Christ.  Anglicanism has not 
generally accepted beliefs concerning Mary's perpetual 
virginity or bodily assumption to heaven after her 
death, but some hold these views as pious opinions.  In 
addition to Christmas, feasts associated with Mary 
include the Presentation, the Annunciation, and the 
Visitation. Mary the Virgin is commemorated in the 
Episcopal calendar of the church year on Aug. 15. 

Fr. Joe during the teaching referenced this painting 
of Mary in the rear of our sanctuary (shown to the 
right).  Little is known about it except it is an original 
oil painting on canvas.  The memorial plaque says it 
was given in memory of Constantine and Helen 
Fabian.  They were residents of Brookfield in the 
1940’s.  Constantine (1883-1943) was born in Russia 
and came to the US in 1926. 

†  Ih-pis-kuh-puh l  Dik-shuh-ner-ee   

(Episcopal Dictionary) 

“K eep them 

under your 

protection,” asks Jesus 

of God.  What’s he 

asking?  He’s asking 

God to care for us, to 

practice stewardship, 

with us.  How good 

are we at taking care? 
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Greetings! 
 

Thursday (today) marks the Ascension of the Lord, when Christ left earth and 
ascended into heaven with his disciples as witnesses.  There are so many great hymns 
depicting this splendid event and its implications for us, and fortunately, we'll get to 
sing several on Sunday as the readings for the day still continue with some of the 
same general themes.  Christ has left the earth, but he has not left us. 

Included in Sunday's selections are "When Christ Was Lifted From The Earth," 
"See the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph" (…riding on the clouds, his chariot, to his 
heavenly palace gate!), and "Alleluia! Sing to Jesus" (…though the cloud from sight 
received him, when the forty days were o'er, shall our hearts forget his promise, "I am 
with you evermore"?).  I want to highlight, however, our opening and closing hymns, 
so read on! 

Our opening hymn is "Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise" written by Charles 
Wesley around 1739.  The original hymn had 10 verses, but over the years, its 
appearance in hymnals has varied widely, not only in which verses have been left out 
but also which have been altered, and not always for the better.  At any rate, the 
version we are left with in our 1982 Hymnal is still pretty good stuff!  We get the 
depiction of Christ rising and entering into heaven, looking down on us and blessing 
us from above, and our understanding while that we know longer see him, he will 
always be with us. 

Hail the day that sees him rise, glorious to his native skies; Christ awhile to mortals 
given, enters now the highest heaven! 

There the glorious triumph waits; lift your heads, eternal gates! Wide unfold the 
radiant scene; take the King of glory in! 

See! he lifts his hands above; see! he shows the prints of love; Hark! his gracious lips 
bestow, blessings on his church below. 

Lord beyond our mortal sight, raise our hearts to reach thy height, there thy face 
unclouded see, find our heaven of heavens in thee. 

 

The tune that this hymn is paired with is Llanfair, a Welsh tune by Robert 
Williams composed around 1837.  I've come to the conclusion that the Welsh created 
some really outstanding hymn tunes.  Last week it was Rhosymedre, and this week we 
not only have Llanfair, but also Hyfrydol ("Alleluia! Sing to Jesus"), and Bryn Calfaria 
(you'll hear it in the postlude).  Way to go, Wales! 

For the closing hymn, we'll be singing "Crown Him With Many Crowns," a hymn 
that is really appropriate anytime, but especially at Easter, Ascension and Christ the 
King Sunday.  The words, written in 1851 by Matthew Bridges, are based on 
Revelation 19:12: "His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself." 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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Bridges' original hymn had 12 verses focusing on the fact that Christ is many 
things and all things; he does not just have one identity.  What are the "many 
crowns" that he wears?  It is an impressive list:  

Crown him the Virgin's Son! …the Lord of love!...the Lord of peace!... the Lord of 
years! …the Lord of heaven!...the Son of God!...the Lord of light!...the Lord of life!...of 
lords the Lord!...the Lord of heaven! 

 

"Crown Him With Many Crowns" is sung to the tune Diademata by George Job 
Elvey, who is not Welsh, but English.  He served as organist and choir master at St. 
George's Windsor for about 47 years!  Wow, that gives me something to aspire to at 
St. Paul's!  Only 26 more years to go!  By the way, diademata is plural for diadem 
which means "crown." 

Let's now go 
to Westminster 
Abbey in 
London to join 
in with the 
congregation 
singing "Crown 
Him With Many 
Crowns."  The 
occasion is the 
Commonwealth 
Day Service of 
March 13, 2017 
which explains 
why the royal family is there.  Commonwealth Day is annual celebration of the all 
the members of the Commonwealth.  This helps to explain the procession of 
international flags that show up during the final verse (accompanied by a fantastic 
descant, I might add). 

As we will pray in the collect this Sunday: 
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph 

to your kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Peace and blessings, Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Choir Notes 

Join Us to Celebrate First Communion 

Sunday, May 23rd! 
 

All are invited to celebrate with the students who will receive First 

Communion during the 10:30 am service on Sunday, May 23rd.  

Please come support their hard work and commitment as they take 

this new step in their faith.  You are invited to join the students and 

their families following the service for a reception in their honor.  

We hope to see you there! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc3UnhPHTOoC:/Users/Office/Documents/Bulletins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc3UnhPHTOo
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†  Choosing by Lot 

A fter the death of Judas, the apostles felt 

that it was necessary to maintain the 

number 12 in their group.  There are various 

reasons for this, but they probably felt that it 

had a parallel to the number of the Tribes of 

Israel.  They did not want the successor to 

Judas to be chosen by a popularity contest, so 

they selected the replacement by chance. 

 They started with a set of standards so that it 

was not a totally random choice.  Then they left 

the final choice to God by either rolling dice or 

drawing straws.  They felt that God would 

influence the outcome of this final choice.  In 

doing this, they were following a tradition with 

ancient roots in the bible. 
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

Attention all ladies!  The study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm. 

They meet weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm and just concluded studying the 1st 
Book of Samuel.  Next week, May 18th they begin the Psalms, led by various members of 
the group.  They hope some new people with want to join us this summer and enjoy the 
friendships and learning.   

New people are always welcome to join them on Tuesday nights at 7pm.  There is no 
prep work needed, just come and feel welcome. 

All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!! 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?
pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09   

Questions about the study or Zoom?  

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

 “Watch for us each Friday afternoon 

on Facebook and YouTube for a 

serious, informative look at what’s 

happening at St. Paul’s during the 

week ahead.” 

“Serious?  In-

formative?  

Hey, this is un-

scripted!  Wait 

‘til she sees the 

bloopers!”   

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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†  Turkey Revisited   

†  Laodicea   

O 
ur Monday night Men’s Bible Study is currently in the Book of Revelation and 

last Monday evening they discussed Laodicea.  Our 2015 pilgrimage to Turkey 

and Greece included the seven cities and Laodicea. 

Laodicea is the only city in Anatolia with four baths and two theaters. Laodicea also 

boasted a large ancient stadium (capacity 25.000 people).    

The city was formerly known as Diospolis, meaning the city of Zeus.  The city was 

named after the wife of Seleucid King Antiochus II: Laodicea.  The population initially 

consisted of Greeks, Jews and the soldiers of Antiochus II. 

The city of Laodicea was one of the chief seats of Christianity.  Laodicea is mentioned in 

the epistle to the Colossians and is one of the seven churches of Asia mentioned in the Book 

of Revelation.  The Laodicean church is thought to have been founded by the Colossian 

Epaphras, a Christian preacher and one of the disciples of St. Paul.  

Laodicea is located approximately 100 miles west of Ephesus and was connected to 

Ephesus with a trade road during the reign of Roman Empire at West, Anatolia.  The city 

was founded in a valley formed by 

Lycus River.  Besides Laodicea there 

were two more cities stood here: 

Hierapolis (Pamukkale) and Colossae.  

These 3 cities were located at the Asia 

Province of Roman Empire.  Laodicea 

was located 6 miles away from 

Hierapolis (Pamukkale).  The Lycus 

river was flowing between them.  There 

area where these cities were founded 

(Continued on page 16) 

The harbor of 

Caesarea Maritima. 

Ancient Roman road in Laodicea.  
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was wealthy and fertile.  Also the area became known with wool, textile industry and dying 

of these garments.  Especially Laodicea was known with glossy black sheeps wool.  

According to some ancient historians, the chemicals in the water which the sheep drank 

made the wool glossy and shining.  Laodicea was located in the junction point of the trade 

roads which made the city rich.  Laodicea became the financial headquarters of the area. 

Laodicea was also known with a philosophy and a medical school.  The medical school 

of Laodicea was known with ear and eye medications. 

The city had 2 theaters.  The small theater had a 8000 people capacity and the big one 

had 12000 people capacity. 

As mentioned in the New 

Testament Col 4: 16), there is a 

letter sent to Laodicea by Paul 

which has never been discovered.  

Laodicea is mentioned as the 

lukewarm city in the New 

Testament.  There was no source of 

water where the city was founded.  

The water is supplied to the city 

from Hierapolis (Pamukkale).  

Pamukkale was known with the hot 

thermal springs, by the time the 

water reached to Laodicea, it was 

lukewarm.  The church of Laodicea is said to be lukewarm like the water.  This was the only 

congregation in the book of revelation where nothing good about it is said.  Laodicea was a 

rich city in financial terms but a very poor city in faith. 

The area had a major Jewish population, the Jews came to the area in the 2nd century BC 

from Babylon.  They were sent by Antiochus the Great as paid soldiers.  These Jews became 

the early Christians and introduced trade to the area. 

Cicero the famous Roman statesman served as the governor of the area and lived in 

Laodicea.  Roman 

Emperor Hadrian 

spent a summer 

here. 

 On of the 

highlights to be seen 

in the ancient city of 

Laodicea, is a 4th 

century AD church 

which was ordered 

by Constantine the 

Roman Emperor.  

The church is 

recently re-erected 

and opened to the 

public visits.  This 

church is considered 

to be one of the 

earliest church 

buildings of the 

world. 

(Continued from page 15) Laodicea 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuAQp7jjZcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IuAQp7jjZcI
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T his May, we are setting out on our second BACKYARD TOUR.  We did this last 
Fall and had a blast!  We pack a mini-concert experience into our car, drive to a 

town near you, you bring a lawn chair or a blanket and we all have a lovely evening 
together.  Music and connection is always good for the soul, and we are more aware of that 
now than ever.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Important Event Details: 
Arrive @ 7pm // Music @ 7:30pm 
Event is outside, Bathrooms available inside 
BYO - Blanket or lawn chair 
Face masks and social distancing are advised 
Click for tickets and more info. 

Name Tags - Remember wearing name tags?  They’ll be back 
soon.  Please be courteous to fellow parishioners, to newcomers and 
guests by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing your 
name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jess-ray-backyard-tour-fairfield-ct-tickets-149086079477
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jess-ray-backyard-tour-fairfield-ct-tickets-149086079477
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday May 19th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections 
continues to serve those affected 

by the COVID pandemic. 
Our next collection is May 19th from 

11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of the May 5th 
food drive will be Town of Brookfield Food 
Pantry and the Jericho Partnership.  The 
pantries we provide food to are still in need of our 
donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please 
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second 
vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related 
ministries serving our community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other Wednesday 
from 11 am - 1 pm.  We have now held 28 food drives since April 22, 
2020.  Last week one truck delivered to the Jericho Food Pantry and 
the other was delivered to Town of Brookfield Food Pantry.  

 Our next food collection will be Wednesday, May 19th and will 
support the Town of Brookfield Food Pantry and the Jericho Food 
Pantry in Danbury. 

 Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many 
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to 

the pantries. 

 Shalom Garden Project - Thank you to the many home 
gardeners who have shared their bounty during our bi-weekly 
food collections.  Spring is just around the corner!  Get your 
seeds ready. 

Make a Meal ~ Make a Difference - Currently, this 
ministry is sponsoring six at risk adults in our region.  Meals are 
being provided by St. John’s in Washington, St. Mark’s in Bridgewater 
and St. Paul’s.  Meal preparers needed.  If you are interested in making meals to support this 
ministry, please contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  Thank you to all who delivered 
meals for this week - it was really appreciated. 

We have now delivered over 890 meals to our neighbors!  Thank you! 

Thank you all who participate in these food-related ministries:  Volunteers, Donors, 
Cooks, Drivers, Vegetable Gardeners.  We are so very grateful for your support in helping 
our neighbors in need. 

 

Upward in focus.  Outward in Mission. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Coffee Gatherings 
 

Coffee hours have started up 
again.  Join us in our meadow after 
each service.  Coffee, donuts, etc. 
is provided on a picnic table.  
Enjoy the fellowship we have so 
longed for. 

 

Memorial Day 

Outreach 

Sunday, May 30th 

The Brookfield  Memorial Day Parade is 

back this year. 

And our front lawn outreach will be in full 

swing.  Check with Patrick O’Connors to see 

how you can get involved.  Food donations 

will be needed and volunteers required for set 

up and during the event.  More information to 

follow. 

†  I Have Revealed Your Name 
 

P 
eople have had some bad ideas about God for thousands of years.  Many see 

God as vengeful, threatening or angry.  Many pagan images of God or the gods 

are ugly and even monstrous.  A name reveals something about a person.  In the 

Old Testament God was simply YAHWEH - I AM!  In other words the Hebrew people only 

saw God as a powerful person who could be provoked to violent acts of destruction. 

Jesus revealed God's name to be "Father".  This doesn't necessarily mean that God is 

male, but that the good 

qualities of a human 

father are the same 

qualities in Jesus' 

divine parent. Jesus is 

teaching us not to be 

afraid of God.  His 

image of God is of a 

loving, caring Father 

who sacrifices 

everything to make us 

happy.  This was Jesus' 

main mission on earth.  

He did it well. 
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D 
olly Pinto & Ryan Firedly celebrate today.  Juliet 

Barbieri opens presents Friday.  Pam Koniecki & 

David Hock blow out the candles on Saturday.  Allison 

Mayne & Mason Sampson are a year older and wiser on Sunday.  

Throw a virtual party for Fr. Bill Loring on Monday.    Have a 

blessed day everyone! 
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         †  Wednesday Services to Resume 
 

 

 

 

 

 

S tarting June 2nd, we will 

offer "Prayer and Praise" 

every Wednesday at 10 am in the 

church.  Lyndon Thomas will lead 

Morning Prayer and our acoustical 

musicians will lead the songs. 

 

†  The Light of the 

World 
 

“B ehold, I stand at the 

door and knock.”  The 

verse from Revelation 3:20 was 

covered last Monday by our 

Men’s Bible Study and this 

painting in our south stairway was 

mentioned.  The original was 

painted by William Holman Hunt 

from 1851-53.  A life-size version 

was created in 1904 and hung in 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, London 

where is has been seen by 

millions, including most recently 

our pilgrims in 2019.   

According to Hunt: "I painted 

the picture with what I thought, 

unworthy though I was, to be 

divine command, and not simply a 

good subject."  The door in the 

painting has no handle, and can 

therefore be opened only from the 

inside, representing "the 

obstinately shut mind".  The 

painting was considered by many 

to be the most important and 

culturally influential rendering of 

Christ of its time. 

The copy hanging in our 

church was given by Fr. Crocker 

and Father Gardner after their  

England trip in 1987. 
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my 
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home.  I 
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea 
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all 
separated.  It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to 
come together during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who 
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later 
online.  Just click on the YouTube 

button or tab on our website for more info.   

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, The Sermon on the Mount, 

via ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11 am. 

 Many people in Jesus' time, and today, ask God the question: "If you're in charge, 

what's the deal?"  With suffering, oppression, war and famine all around, what is God 

doing about it?  This Study will take us through The Sermon on the Mount to find out 

what Jesus had to say on this subject. 

 God still wants to relate to people, though we have messed up the relationship again 

and again.  But now, instead of hurling question-accusations at God, He's causing us to 

ask, "What kind of people does God want?. 

 Workbooks are by Christine Leonard , Cover to cover - The Sermon on the Mount: 

Life within the New Covenant and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com. 

 Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be 

attending.  Or use the Zoom link on our website. 

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for making 
your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from your 

checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our congregation.  
There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be 
no changes if you choose to still use your present method of 
giving.  The system is simple using the following steps 
below. 

Sign on to the church website at 
www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 
button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 
Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 
you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 
to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.christianbook.com/holy-spirit-understanding-and-experiencing-him/selwyn-hughes/9781853452543/pd/452541?event=ESRCG
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 

 

 

 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

I n this lesson we hear of the selection of Matthias to take Judas’s place as one of 
the twelve apostles.  Peter perceives that it is prophesied that an other should 

replace Judas, and lots are cast to select between two men who had been among the 
larger band of Jesus’ followers.  Matthias is chosen as one of the companions of Jesus 
who is able to witness to the resurrection. 

 Psalm 1 
The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness. 
 1 John 5:9-13 
In this lection disciples are bid to believe in the testimony that God has borne to 

Jesus, the Son of God.  They are to have confidence that their prayers are heard and 
that in the Son they have eternal life.  Elsewhere in this letter it is indicated that 
God’s witness to Jesus is especially made know through the experience of love, a love 
made manifest in Jesus.  Those who trust in Jesus as the Son of God 
realize this testimony within their own hearts.  Refusal to accept this 
witness means to lose the possibility of true life. 

 John 17:6-19 
In our gospel Jesus prays for his disciples shortly before his death, 

asking for their unity and sanctification in truth.  He prays that they 
may be protected in the Father’s name, this is, by God’s true character 
as it has been made known by Jesus.  Because of Jesus’ revelation to 
them, the disciples are set apart from disbelieving worldly society.  
Yet, in another important sense, they remain a part of this world and 
are consecrated to witness to the truth in it. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

F riendship with God.   To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

John 17:6-19 
Whenever we are offered a blessing 

in the Bible, we might be tempted to 

run and hide - because a blessing 

never comes without a God-sized 

mission.  And God-sized missions 

never come without a cost. 

  
  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-M-7p2TpAQ0&t=3s
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  We thank God that Jesus who ascended is with us, visible in the lives 

of the people.  As we pray for all the people and for the life about us, let us pray for … 
 
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & Shirley Jessup 
and other parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....St. James’, New Haven; St. John’s, New Haven; St. 
Luke’s, New Haven. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Companions in Mission for Publishing & 
Communication, Education for Ministry leaders and 
students. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Rose Barrett, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed 
Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Denise, Lee 
Rybos, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, 
Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Roger, Mike, Barbara, 
Alex, Jan, Arlene, Cynthia, Connor, Doug Melody and Bill Schrull continued healing. 
.....the people of Antigua and Barbuda; the people of Mozambique; the bishop, clergy and 
laity of the Diocese of Bunyoro-Kitara in The Church of the Province of Uganda; and our 
sister and brother members of the Hungarian Greek Catholic Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
.....Michael for protection from mortar attacks in Somalia with the UN peacekeeping 
service. 
.....Town of Brookfield Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket collections for the 

month of May. 

.....Cambodian New Life Evangelical Church, Danbury a church partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....that we have the courage to defend our faith and share our witness joyfully with others. 
.....Our Parish.  
.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete healing of 
Multiple Myeloma. 
…..the joy of the spirit of Jesus, making us glad in your love. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

 Eric Masterson is no ordinary 

birdwatcher.  He's fallen in love 

with bird migration - and 

specifically with a little-known 

wonder of the world that happens 

every spring and fall, right over our 

heads, under cover of darkness.  

"Nightsongs" is a meditation on the 

art of seeing - and treasuring - what 

cannot be seen.  

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

https://stjamesnewhaven.org/index.html
http://www.stjohnsnewhaven.org/
https://www.stlukeschurchnewhaven.com/
https://www.stlukeschurchnewhaven.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigua_and_Barbuda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozambique
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hungarian_Greek_Catholic_Church
https://www.brookfieldct.gov/social-services/pages/brookfield-food-pantry
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/11.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://vimeo.com/374902765
https://vimeo.com/374902765
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

Random Fact of the Week! 
 

Did you know ... 
that Bigger forks lead 
you to eat less?  A study 
in the Journal of 
Consumer Research 
found that when diners 
were given smaller 
forks with which to eat 
their meals, they ended 
up eating less.  
According to the 
researchers, this is 
because the smaller 
forkfuls of food lead 
diners to "feel they are 
not making much of a 
dent in consuming their 
food, and, hence, 
satisfying their hunger."  

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, Tim 

Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley, David 
Williams. 

http://healthland.time.com/2011/07/15/using-a-big-fork-may-help-you-eat-less/
http://healthland.time.com/2011/07/15/using-a-big-fork-may-help-you-eat-less/
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

