
   

 “Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, 

may increase thanksgiving, to the Glory of God.        2 Corinthians 4:15 

As we emerge from the effects of COVID 19 and as individuals, congregations, and 

communities we must now address the realities of The New Normal which is still undefined.  

During the last year we have had to come to grips with change and redefine what is a 

necessity and by sharing all our gifts through grace. 

“And looking around at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my 

brothers!” (Mark 3:34).  We are constantly called to discern the future and identify God’s 

call to us to be Christ’s brother and sister and mother as we fulfill God’s will for us.  Let us 

be open to listen to the Holy Spirit.   - Rev. David Rhodes 

 

August 5, 2021 

 

 www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Aug   5 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 

Fri, Aug   6    
Sat, Aug   7 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Bridgewater Village Store 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Aug   7    
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Aug   9 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Aug 10 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, Aug 11 -10:00 am - Morning Prayer & Praise Service  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
Thu, Aug 12 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sat, Aug 14 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
Sun, Aug 15    
 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
  12:00 pm - What’s Cooking St. Paul’s?  (Zoom) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

Coming to St. Paul’s in September 

https://zoom.us/j/94208347024?pwd=RXhMb1RnTUhwMzV0a3d5eGI1WGM2QT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/94208347024?pwd=RXhMb1RnTUhwMzV0a3d5eGI1WGM2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/94208347024?pwd=RXhMb1RnTUhwMzV0a3d5eGI1WGM2QT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/148360074
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†  A Death Like His 

 

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33;  Psalm 130;  Ephesians 4:25-5:2;  John 6:35, 41-51 
 

 

T 
rying to reclaim Jerusalem, David was in locked battle against the armies of his 
son Absalom, whose life he hoped to spare.  “The king ordered Joab and Abishae 
and Ittae, saying, ‘Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom’” (2 

Sam. 18:5).  The bitter end is already known.  Preemptive mercy in the midst of slaughter is 
an impossible hope.  “Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick 
branches of a great oak.  His head caught fast in the oak, and he was left hanging between 
heaven and earth, when the mule that was under him went on” (2 Sam. 18:9).  It was war, so 
“ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed 
him” (2 Sam. 18:15).  While Absalom’s dead body hung in the forest of Ephraim, David 
continued to hope, and when hearing a report of the battle from the Cushite messenger, he 
asked the agonizing question, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” (2 Sam. 18:32). 

 To the Cushite, the death of an enemy was an 
unqualified and absolute good.  “May the enemies 
of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you 
harm, be like that young man” (2 Sam. 18:32).  
But David, having lost his son, was like that 
young man, hung between heaven and earth in a 
thicket of stabbing wounds and bleeding grief.  
“The king was deeply moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, 
he said, “Oh my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom!  Would I had died instead of you, O 
Absalom, my son, my son!” (2 Sam. 18:33).  The 
loss was agonizing.  Those who know it firsthand 
know it as the absolute end of life as it has been.  
“For vast as the sea is your ruin; who can heal 
you?” (Lam. 2:13). 
 The only way out of the valley of the shadow 
of death is to stay in it, to walk through it, to let 
time and providence cut and make whole.  “Out of 
the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my 
voice!  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of 
my supplication!” (Ps. 130:1-2).  “I wait for the 
Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope” (Ps. 

130:5).  David is “the poor soul who cried” (Ps. 34:6).  His grief shows the sighs and groans 
that are the deep language of prayer (Rom. 8:26).  Would that we all knew how to grieve as 
David did: openly, fully, in the delirium of loss and the confusion of all hope. 

Go down to the depths where the cross of Christ is.  Feel the dereliction of his crucified 
form suspended between heaven and earth.  Feel hopelessness and confusion.  Feel a lost 
and forlorn and lonely humanity.  Feel yourself falling away.  Who are you?  What is a 
human life?  What is the span of life?  Is it worth it to be? 

A person who has died in the sorrow of loss, who holds the death of a loved one as an 
end, will no longer see from a human perspective.  Having died to the world and the world 
one had created, the only hope is resurrection.  “This is the bread that comes down from 
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die” (John 6:50).  “I will raise that person on the 
last day” (John 6:44).  Being raised and being called to the table of life-giving bread will 
mean so very much to a person who is already dead. 

My son, my son, my dearly beloved son.. 
 
Look It Up: 
Read Psalm 130:1 
 
Think About It: 
Vows promised this sorrow.              - from The Living Church, 2018 

Julius Schnorr von 

Carolsfeld | 

Wikimedia 

Commons  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=495082584
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Welcome 
 

We are open for in-person services!                  
at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion 

 Please direct any questions or concerns to a 
warden or vestry member. 
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday August 11th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections 
continues to serve those affected 

by the COVID pandemic. 
Our next collection is August 11th 

from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of that 
will be the Victory Christian Center, 
Danbury, and the Jericho Partnership.  The 
pantries we provide food to are still in need of our 
donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please 
contact Pam Szen prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second 
vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related 
ministries serving our community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - this occurs every other 
Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We have now held 34 food 
drives since April 22, 2020.  Last time one truck delivered to 
the Jericho Food Pantry and the other was delivered to the 
F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry of Newtown & Sandy Hook.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, August 
11th and will support the Victory Christian Center, Danbury 
and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many 
volunteers who have helped to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

 

†  Food Pantry Needs 
 

The food pantries are in need of the following items: 
 Cereal 
 Canned tuna 
 Peanut Butter 
 Jelly 
 
In addition, here are other pantry staples: 
 Canned or dry beans;  
 Rice, Pasta, Pasta Sauce 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  There is NO Condemnation! 

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Even if our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts,” 

        and He knows all things.”           1 John 3:20 
 

F 
or many years, I was very rough on myself.  I would beat myself up emotionally, 
in my thoughts and even sometimes by negative self-talk, for things I had done 
throughout my lifetime, as well as for all that I didn’t do.  I kept focusing on past 

regrets, mistakes, and missed opportunities, so much so, I had great difficulty moving 
forward consistently, towards the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.1  I was carrying a 
heavy load; the burden of self-condemnation. 

For the past few months, I have been working with students with special needs in a 
middle school setting.  I’ve grown very fond of and attached to one child in particular, 

whom I will call “Tommy.” * 
Tommy is a sweet, eleven year
-old boy with down-syndrome, 
autism, and has self-harming 
tendencies.  Whenever he gets 
frustrated with himself for any 
reason, Tommy begins to hit 
his jaw or head very hard, 
multiple times.  He literally 
beats himself up.  Tommy 
really doesn’t want to lash out 
at himself, for while he cannot 
speak to me with discernable 
words, he will often grab my 
hands and place them over his, 

in an effort to keep from punching. 
Gradually, the Lord led me to begin comforting Tommy whenever he would start to hit 

himself, by being loving and speaking to him in a calm, gentile, manner.  The other day, to 
my great surprise, I found myself actually telling Tommy that I loved him.  I then rubbed his 
back and he reciprocated by smiling and rubbing my shoulder. 

After work later that day, as I was spending quiet time with the Lord, He brought this 
question to mind; “If you love Tommy even when he hits himself, imagine how more I love 
you when you beat yourself up with thoughts and words?  You do not condemn Tommy 
when he gets upset with himself, do you?  Neither do I condemn you!” 

What the Lord shared with me recalibrated my heart and renewed my mind to the reality 
and truth that indeed, there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.2  I sat 
there stunned, and in awe as I pondered how God used this precious child of His, Tommy, 
to release and set me free from years of wrongful self-condemnation. 

Perhaps you’ve been condemning yourself for 
something you did or didn’t do in the past?  Jesus does 
not accuse nor condemns you.3  So, let it go and give 
Him your burden in exchange for His freedom.  For if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed! 4 

 

“Who then is left to condemn us?  Certainly 
not Jesus, the Anointed One!  For he gave his life 
for us, and even more than that, he has conquered 
death and is now risen, exalted, and enthroned by 
God at his right hand.  So how could he possibly 
condemn us since he is continually praying for 
our triumph?”   

Romans 8:34 (The Passion Translation) 
 

*  Name was changed to protect privacy  

  1  Philippians 3:14    2  Romans 8:1    3  John 8:10-11    4  John 8:36  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=495035386
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=495035442
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=495035472
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=495035501
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†  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, August 5th 
 

Albrecht Dürer, 1528 
Matthias Grünewald, 1529 

Lucas Cranach the Elder, 1553, Artists 
 

I n the turbulent sixteenth century as the Renaissance and the Reformation changed the 
cultural, social, political and religious face of northern Europe from medieval to 

modern, three artists stand as signs of those revolutions. 
 Lucas Cranach the Elder was born in south Ger many.  In his 
twenties he moved to Vienna where he became known in humanist 
circles.  He later moved to Wittenberg where he became court painter 
to Frederick III, who was Martin Luther’s protector.  His work enjoyed 
great popularity in his day, but history best remembers him for his 
several portraits of Luther and for the exquisite woodcuts he provided 
for the first German New Testament in 1522. 
 Albrecht Dürer was born Nurnberg and is generally regarded 
as the greatest German artist of the Renaissance.  While he produced 
exquisite, life-like paintings, he is best known for his woodcuts and 
copperplate engravings.  This art form enabled numbers of prints to be 
made of each work, which could then be sold to satisfy the rising 
middle class’s new demand for affordable art.  His production was a 
sign of the shift in early modern society, especially in Protestant areas, 
from the church to the home as the center of life and religion.  His well
-known works include the Apocalypse woodcuts, Knight, Death, and 
the Devil (1513), Saint Jerome in his Study (1514) and Melencolia I 
(1514), which has been the subject of extensive analysis and 
interpretation  
 Little is known of the early life of Matthias Grünewald, the name 
given to this artist by his seventeenth-century biographer.  He is known 
to have been in Strasburg in 1479, already accomplished at portraits 

and woodcuts.  He went to Basel in 1490, where Dürer was his pupil.  Later he moved to 
what is now Alsace where he painted his famous Isenheim Altarpiece between 1512 and 
1516.  This piece was designed to go behind the chapel altar at the hospital in the monastery 
of the Order of St. Anthony.  Grünewald was a deeply religious man who was particularly 
fascinated by the crucifixion as witnessed by the combination of raw physicality and 
mysticism that can be observed in the Isenheim Altarpiece. 

Dürer 

†  Do Not Sadden the Spirit 

S unday's Epistle reading is possibly the most 
tragic passage in the bible.  Some people 

have the idea that the Holy Spirit is nothing but an 
impersonal force, without feelings.  This is a 
terrible misconception.  The Spirit is equal to the 
Father and the Son, who both show powerful 
emotion.  Moreover the Spirit is intimately 
involved in our personal lives.  This is not the 
characteristic of a detached "energy," but of a 
person.  In view of this passionate interest, it is a 
tragedy that the Holy Spirit can be sad.  Love 
means making another person happy, even at the 
cost of our own happiness.  What could you do to 
make the Holy Spirit happy? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apocalypse_(D%FCrer)
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Duerer_-_Ritter,_Tod_und_Teufel_(Der_Reuther).jpg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Duerer_-_Ritter,_Tod_und_Teufel_(Der_Reuther).jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Jerome_in_His_Study_(D%FCrer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melencolia_I
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isenheim_Altarpiece
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No More Ships With Gladiatorial Sand 
 

L et me give you a parable.  In the days of Nero there was great shortness of food in 

the city of Rome, although there was an abundance of corn to be purchased at 

Alexandria.  A certain man who owned a vessel went down to the sea coast, and there he 

noticed many hungry people 

straining their eyes toward the 

sea, watching for the vessels 

that were to come from Egypt 

with corn.  When these vessels 

came to the shore, one by one, 

the poor people wrung their 

hands in bitter disappointment, 

for on board the galleys there 

was nothing but sand which the 

tyrant emperor had compelled 

them to bring for use in the 

arena.  It was infamous cruelty, 

when men were dying of 

hunger to command trading 

vessels to go to and fro, and 

bring nothing else but sand for 

gladiatorial shows, when wheat 

was so greatly needed. 
 

Then the merchant whose vessel was moored by the quay said to his shipmaster, “Take 

thou good heed that thou bring nothing back with thee from Alexandria but corn; and 

whereas, aforetime thou hast brought in the vessel a measure or two of sand, bring thou not 

so much as would lie upon a penny this time.  Bring thou nothing else, I say, but wheat: for 

these people are dying, and now we must keep our vessels for this one business of bringing 

food for them.”  Alas! I have seen certain mighty galleys of late loaded with nothing but 

mere sand of philosophy and speculation, and I have said within myself, “Nay, but I will 

bear nothing in my ship but the revealed truth of God, the bread of life so greatly needed by 

the people.”  God grant us this day that our ship may have nothing on board that may merely 

gratify the curiosity, or please the taste; but that there may be necessary truths for the 

salvation of souls. 

— Charles Haddon Spurgeon, from his sermon delivered on July 18th, 1886.  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Get up and eat, else the journey will be too 
long for you!”    (1 Kings 19:7) 
 

J esus knew that the stewardship journey 

would be difficult, so He gave us the 

nourishment of the Eucharist.  When we take 

time to join our sacrifices with the sacrifice of 

the Mass, we find the strength to give and joy in 

our giving. 

 

 

W hat type of tree did Absalom get caught in during the battle 

with David? A.) Sycamore  B.) Oak  C.) Mustard or D.) 

Olive?  2nd Samuel 18:9 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=495126982
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Greetings! 
 

"How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place" is a familiar hymn at St. Paul's and will be 
featured at the 8:00 service on Sunday.  Its text is a paraphrase of Psalm 84, a psalm 
that expresses the beauty and joy of heaven, of God's dwelling, of eternal life.  As we'll 
hear in the Gospel on Sunday, Jesus says, "Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has 
eternal life."  This hymn is expressing what we have to look forward to!  It is good to 
remind ourselves of this on a regular basis, especially during times when our faith 
wanes and we start complaining (which is what is also going on in the Gospel!). 

How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts, to me! My thirsty soul desires and 
longs within thy courts to be; my very heart and flesh cry out, O living God, for thee. 

Beside thine altars, gracious Lord, the swallows find a nest; how happy they who 
dwell with thee and praise thee without rest, and happy they whose hearts are set upon 
the pilgrim's quest. 

They who go through the desert vale will find it filled with springs, and they shall 
climb from height to height till Zion's temple rings with praise to thee, in glory throned, 
Lord God, great King of kings. 

One day within thy courts excels a thousand spent away; how happy they who keep 
thy laws nor from thy precepts stray, for thou shalt surely bless all those who live the 
words they pray. 

 

 Because of the text's association with a psalm, there are many versions 
and translations set to many tunes in many hymnals.  In our hymnal, the 
tune used is BROTHER JAMES' AIR.  Who is Brother James?  James Leith 
Macbeth Bain (1840-1925) (aka "Brother James") is often described as a 
healer, mystic, and poet.  Born in Scotland, Brother James was brought up 
in a Christian household, but he had a crisis of faith in which he turned 
from religion.  His return and commitment to Christianity came via his 
exposure to Christian theosophy, a more mystical and esoteric philosophical 
movement of the church.  His focus and interest in healing led to his 
founding of the Brotherhood of Healers, and he spent much of his time 
working with those in need of physical or mental or spiritual healing, 
particularly in the slums of Liverpool.  As part of the healing sessions, he 
would often sing.  

So that's who Brother James is, but what's an air?  An "air" is a song-like vocal or 
instrumental piece.  In Italian, it is called an "aria", in French, an "ayre"…in case you 
wanted to know.  While it is unknown if Brother James had a specific set of words he 
used with the tune he composed, it has become a fairly popular melody today, paired 
most often with a paraphrase of Psalm 23, "The Lord's My Shepherd." 

Because the pairing of BROTHER JAMES' AIR with "The Lord's My Shepherd" is 
so common, it left fewer than usual choices for finding an appropriate musical 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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selection.  I settled on a really 
beautiful arrangement by a 
group called HARC (for the two 
musicians involved: Ana 
Hernandez and Ruth 
Cunningham).  This lovely 
version features cello and a 
ostinato-like rhythmic riff played 
by what my ear hears as some 
sort of mallet instrument.  The 
gentle accompaniment is a 
fitting foundation for the two 

vocal parts as they weave back in forth 
singing the words to "How Lovely is 
Thy Dwelling Place."  The calmness of 
the music allows for much reflection! 

 

Peace and blessings,  
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) Choir Notes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPNFA0ZMspU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VPNFA0ZMspU
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†  Ancient Christian Writers 
 

A reading from the Transfiguration sermon of Anastasius, Abbot of St. Catherine on Mt. 
Sinai (c. 700).  
 

“It is good for us to be here” 
 

U 
pon Mount Tabor, Jesus revealed to his disciples a heavenly mystery.  While 
living among them he had spoken of the kingdom and of his second coming in 
glory, but to banish from their hearts any possible doubt concerning the kingdom 

and to confirm their faith in what lay in the future by its prefiguration in the present, he gave 
them on Mount Tabor a wonderful vision of his glory, a foreshadowing of the kingdom of 
heaven.  It was as if he said to them: “As time goes by you may be in danger of losing your 
faith.  To save you from this I tell you now that some standing here 
listening to me will not taste death until they have seen the Son of Man 
coming in the glory of his Father.”  Moreover, in order to assure us that 
Christ could command such power when he wished, the evangelist 
continues: Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter, James and John, and 
led them up a high mountain where they were alone.  There, before their 
eyes, he was transfigured.  His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became as white as light.  Then the disciples saw Moses and Elijah appear, 
and they were talking to Jesus. 

These are the divine wonders we celebrate today; this is the saving 
revelation given us upon the mountain; this is the festival of Christ that 
has drawn us here.  Let us listen, then, to the sacred voice of God so 
compellingly calling us from on high, from the summit of the mountain, 
so that with the Lord’s chosen disciples we may penetrate the deep meaning of these holy 
mysteries, so far beyond our capacity to express.  Jesus goes before us to show us the way, 
both up the mountain and into heaven, and - I speak boldly - it is for us now to follow him 
with all speed, yearning for the heavenly vision that will give us a share in his radiance, 
renew our spiritual nature and transform us into his own likeness, making us for ever sharers 
in his Godhead and raising us to heights as yet undreamed of. 

Let us run with confidence and joy to enter into the cloud like Moses and Elijah, or like 
James and John.  Let us be caught up like Peter to behold the divine vision and to be 
transfigured by that glorious transfiguration.  Let us retire from the world, stand aloof from 
the earth, rise above the body, detach ourselves from creatures and turn to the creator, to 
whom Peter in ecstasy exclaimed: Lord, it is good for us to be here. 

It is indeed good to be here, as you have said, Peter.  It is good to be with Jesus and to 
remain here for ever.  What greater happiness or higher honor could we have than to be with 
God, to be made like him and to live in his light? 

Therefore, since each of us possesses God in his heart and is being transformed into his 
divine image, we also should cry out with joy: It is good for us to be here - here where all 
things shine with divine radiance, where there is joy and gladness and exultation; where 
there is nothing in our hearts but peace, serenity and stillness; where God is seen.  For here, 
in our hearts, Christ takes up his abode together with the Father, saying as he enters: Today 
salvation has come to this house.  With Christ, our hearts receive all the wealth of his eternal 
blessings, and there where they are stored up for us in him, we see reflected as in a mirror 
both the first fruits and the whole of the world to come.  
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Holy Land Revisited 

†  Mount Tabor   
 

M ount Tabor, rising dome-like from the Plain of Jezreel, is the mountain where 
Christian tradition places the Transfiguration of Jesus. 

Scholars disagree on whether Mount Tabor was the scene of that event (described in 
Matthew 17:1-9; Mark 9: 2-8 and Luke 9:28-36).  However, it has throughout history been a 

place of mystique and atmosphere, where humanity 
has sought contact with the divine. 
 Its unique contours - variously described as 
“breast-shaped,” “hump-backed” and “resembling 
an upside down tea cup” - captured the imagination 
of ancient peoples who attached to it supernatural 
qualities. 
Mount Tabor stands some 1,400 feet above the plain 
in lower Galilee, 4.5 miles east of Nazareth.  It held 
a strategic position at the junction of trade routes.  
Many battles have been fought at its foot. 
 In the Old Testament, Mount Tabor is described 
as a sacred mountain and a place for worship.  It is 
not mentioned by name in the New Testament. 

Location of Transfiguration is Questioned 
 The Gospel accounts of the Transfiguration - a 
momentous event in which Peter, James and John 
were introduced to the divine incarnation of Christ, 
the God-Man - do not specify the place.  They 

simply say it was a “high mountain” in Galilee. 
On our trips to Israel, we have always bypassed Mt. Tabor and visited the Caesarea 

Philippi site at Mount Hermon. 
 Christian tradition in the early centuries named the mountain as Tabor.  
This location is cited in early apocryphal writings and was accepted by the 
Syriac and Byzantine churches. 
 Many biblical scholars now question this tradition.  Mount Tabor’s 
location does not fit well into events before and after the Transfiguration.  
At the time, a Hasmonean fortress stood on the summit. 
 And would Tabor be considered a “high mountain”, especially 
compared to other mountains in the vicinity?  (It’s actually more than 650 
feet lower than Jerusalem.) 
 These scholars see the much higher Mount Hermon as a more likely 
location. 
 Nevertheless, a succession of churches and a monastery were built on 
Mount Tabor from the fourth century. 

Hairpin Bends Take Taxis to the Top 
 After the Crusaders were defeated in the 12th century and the area was 
taken over by the Turks, the Mamluk sultan Baybars destroyed all the 
religious buildings on Mount Tabor in 1263.  Tabor remained deserted for 
nearly 400 years until the Franciscans negotiated permission to settle there. 
Early pilgrims used to climb 4,300 steps cut into the rocky slope to reach 
the summit.  These days taxis negotiate a succession of hairpin bends before 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Church of the 

Transfiguration 

on Mt. Tabor. 

they suddenly reach the summit. 
The present Catholic and Greek Orthodox buildings (separated by a wall) were 

constructed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
The prominent Catholic 

Church of the Transfiguration, 
designed by the Italian 
architect Antonio Barluzzi, 
stands among ruins of a 
Benedictine monastery.  A bas
-relief of the architect, who 
designed many of the Holy 
Land’s churches, is set into a 
wall on the right of the 
entrance. 

Its entrance is flanked by 
chapels dedicated to Moses 
and Elijah, who were seen 
with Jesus during his 
Transfiguration.  The event 
itself is depicted above the 
main altar in the central apse. 

In the crypt under the 
church are the altar and 
fragments of walls of a 
Byzantine church.  There is a 
tradition that the rock floor of 
the crypt is where Jesus stood 
during the Transfiguration. 

The Greek Orthodox 
church, often not open to visitors, honors Elijah.  It too is built on the ruins of Byzantine and 
Crusader churches. 

‘Breadbasket’ Scene of Battles 
Mount Tabor’s height affords uninterrupted panoramas.  From the balcony of the 

Franciscan hospice, the view is of the plain of Jezreel, bounded by the Carmel range and the 
mountains of Samaria. 

The fertile plain is called “the breadbasket of Israel,” a reminder that one of the 
meanings of Jezreel is “God sows.” 

But this plain has often resounded to the clash of battle. 
On the slopes of Mount Tabor, in the time of the Judges, the prophetess Deborah and her 

general Barak marshalled their warriors before sweeping down to rout the 900 chariots of 
Sisera and his Canaanites (Judges 4:4-16). 

Armies of all the great generals who campaigned in the Middle East have tramped across 
the plain, from the pharaoh Thutmose III to General Edmund Allenby, and including 
Alexander the Great and Napoleon. 

And in the Book of Revelation, it is named as the scene of the battle of Armageddon 
(also called Harmagedon or Har-Megiddo), in which good will triumph over evil. 

In September, several of our parishioners are going on a private tour of Israel and a stop 
at Mt. Tabor is on the itinerary. 

(Continued from page 14) Mount Tabor 

†  Start Spreading the News! 
 

“I f the apostles reminded even Paul himself 

to remember the poor (Galatians 2:10), then 

surely the rest of us need such a reminder.” 

- Russell Moore, Adopted for Life: The Priority of 

Adoption for Christian Families and Churches 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/552162.Russell_Moore
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6292565
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/6292565
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† Back in Crocker Hall   

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study 
  
  

The Men’s Bible Study has started meeting 
again in Crocker Hall.  They meet every Monday 
at 7 pm.  The study will also be available on 
YouTube Live.  We are studying the Book of 
Revelation, and will continue in chapter 8.   Please 
join us. 
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†  Transfiguration  \ (ˌ)tran(t)s-ˌfi-gyə-ˈrā-shən \ 

T 
he Transfiguration of Our Lord Jesus Christ is the feast that celebrates Jesus’ 
radical change of appearance while in the presence of Peter, James, and John, on 
a high mountain (Mt 17:1-8; Mk 9:2-8; Lk 9:28-36).  The Gospel of Matthew 

records that “he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 
garments became white as light.”  At this moment Moses and Elijah appeared, and they 
were talking with Jesus. Peter, misunderstanding the meaning of this manifestation, offered 
to “make three booths” for Jesus, Moses, and Elijah.  A bright cloud overshadowed them 
and a voice from the cloud stated, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to him.”  The disciples fell on their faces in awe, but Jesus encouraged them to arise 
and “have no fear.”  They saw only Jesus.  This event is alluded to in 2 Peter 1:16-18, which 
records that “we were eyewitnesses of his majesty” and “we were with him on the holy 
mountain.”  The Transfiguration revealed Christ’s glory prior to the crucifixion, and it 
anticipated his resurrection and ascension.  It may have given strength and comfort to his 
disciples in the difficult times that followed.  It also prefigures the glorification of human 
nature in Christ. 

Celebration of the Transfiguration 
began in the eastern church in the late 
fourth century.  The feast is celebrated on 
Aug. 6.  This was the date of the 
dedication of the first church built on 
Mount Tabor, which is traditionally 
considered to be the “high mountain” of 
the Transfiguration.  Others locate the 
Transfiguration on Mount Hermon or the 
Mount of Olives.  Celebration of the feast 
was not common in the western church 
until the ninth century.  It was declared a 
universal feast of the western church by 
Pope Callistus III in 1457.  The feast was 
first included in the English Prayer Book 
as a black letter day in the 1561 revision 
of the calendar of the church year.  It was 
included as a red letter day with proper 
collect and readings in the American 
Prayer Book of 1892.  Its inclusion 
reflects the efforts of William Reed Huntington, who wrote the BCP collect for the 
Transfiguration.  This collect prays, “O God, who on the holy mount revealed to chosen 
witnesses your well-beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, in raiment white and glistening: 
Mercifully grant that we, being delivered from the disquietude of this world, may by faith 
behold the king in his beauty. . . .” (BCP, p. 243).  The Transfiguration is listed among the 
holy days of the church year as a Feast of our Lord.  Other provinces of the Anglican 
Communion followed the lead of the Episcopal Church in celebrating the Transfiguration as 
a major feast.  The Transfiguration gospel is used on the Last Sunday after the Epiphany in 
all three years of the BCP eucharistic lectionary.  As an Epiphany story, the Transfiguration 
provides one of the most distinctive and dramatic showings of Jesus’ divinity.  The Hymnal 
1982 provides several hymns for the Transfiguration, including “Christ upon the mountain 
peak” (Hymns 129-130) and “O wondrous type! O vision fair” (Hymns 136-137). 

†  Ih-pis-kuh-puh l  Dik-shuh-ner-ee   

(Episcopal Dictionary) 
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†  Art & the Bible 

 

Basket of Bread 
by Salvador Dali (1904-1989) 

oil on panel, painted in 1945 
 

W hen we think of paintings by Salvador Dali, we think of highly surreal works, with 
imaginative and illusionary qualities.  This is a very restrained work for him.  

Painted in 1945, at the end of World War II, he goes back to a certain simplicity in his work, 
rediscovering basic themes, and what could be more basic than painting a loaf of bread, yet, 

the way it is painted 
draws us in: the loaf 
is half eaten, the 
basket is sitting over 
the edge of the table, 
there is light 
emanating from the 
loaf (Christ, the bread 
of life)… 
 This work has a 
strong political 
dimension too.  The 
full title of the work 
is Basket of Bread, 
Rather Death than 
Shame, which takes 
on special 
significance during 
this time period.  The 
basket is precariously 
placed on the edge of 
the uncovered table, 
against a starkly 
black backdrop, an 
omen to its own 
sacrificial 

destruction.  Bread (life) against the black ground (evil).  Adolf Hitler chose death rather 
than the inevitable shame of capture on 30th of April 1945, hence Dali further titled the work 
Rather Death than Shame.  This painting was eventually used as the main propaganda image 
for the European Recovery Program (Marshall Plan) from 1947 to 1951 which is credited 
with rebuilding European nations after the war, though agricultural and industrial production. 

†  Coffee Hour Ministry 
 

T he official Saint Paul's assigned Coffee Hours will begin in September and take 
place in Crocker Hall.  We welcome back our wonderful hosts and hostesses that 

have served faithfully in the past and we all look forward to this Ministry resuming.  An 
assignment sheet will be sent out in August with the September - December 2021 
assignment listings.  My contact information is below if you would like to join this 
ministry.  It's fun, easy and rewarding.  You will enjoy meeting and 
socializing with many new people.  Out of approximately 100 Sunday 
services, you would only be assigned to three a year!  Please advise if 
you would like to be assigned to either the 8:00 a.m. or 10:30 service.  
A small packet will be mailed to you containing instructions and 
answering any questions you may have.  You may also call or e-mail 
me at the contact information below.  Looking forward to seeing all 
of you again! 
Mary Allen, Coordinator   203-775-6633   chamla@charter.net  

mailto:chamla@charter.net


 19 

 

 

Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 
 

Attention all ladies!  The study is growing in numbers and enthusiasm. 

They meet weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm.  During the Summer month will 
focus on the Psalms with different participants leading the study each week.  

New people are always welcome to join them on Tuesday nights at 7pm.  There is no 
prep work needed, just come and feel welcome. 

All are invited on a drop-in basis when you are available, or come each week!! 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week (save in your calendar). 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?
pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09   

Questions about the study or Zoom?  

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

 “Hey Dave, “let’s start 

doing Unscripted on 

Thursdays”  

“Can you 

come up 

with a good 

joke on such 

short 

notice?” 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C916e1b1badbd492d4c7708d8d7983978%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637496396078850049%7CUnk
mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com


20  

 

 

N 
icole O’Connors, Marie Williams & Perry Simone celebrate 

today.  Kate Yurcisin blows out the candles on tomorrow.  Throw a 

virtual party for LaVonne Atkinson & Steven Kast on Saturday.  

Bishop Laura Ahrens open presents on Monday.  Have a blessed day 
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†  Attn: Home Gardeners 
 

I f you have a home garden with an abundance 

of vegetables, please consider donating the 

excess. 

We can use these vegetables in the preparation 

of our Make-a-Meal dinners.  Vegetables can be 

dropped off at church (see Pam Szen) or during our 

bi-weekly food drives. 

Thank you everyone for supporting our St. 

Paul’s Food Ministries. 

Jericho Request:  Got Diapers? 

 Our supply of size 4, 5 and 6 diapers, which we 

distribute weekly to parents in need, is especially low. 

 We'd greatly appreciate donations in those sizes. (We 

have plenty of smaller sizes!) 

 Please drop them off in the bin at 22 Maple Ave., 

†  Fire & Soul with Fr. Joe 
 

A t various times throughout the summer, I've been assisting 
Rev. Tara at her parish of St. George's, including 

launching a men's ministry called "Fire and Soul 
With Fr. Joe."  I wanted to extend an invitation to 
the Men of St. Paul's to a collaborative men's 
gathering of our two parishes.  On Thursday, August 
19th, from 7-8:30 pm at St. George's Church, 393 
Tucker Hill Road, in Middlebury, we'll meet at the 
fire pit for conversation, reflection and fellowship.  
Bring a chair, bring a beverage, bring a friend. 

“...B e kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving 

one another as God in Christ has forgiven 
you.  Therefore, be imitators of God as 
beloved children, and live in love as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”  How 
do we “show forth in our daily lives” our 
gratitude and thanks for this greatest of freely 
- given gifts? 

Bill Bennett sends 

us this picture of his 

Shalom Garden 
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†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  

Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use your 

present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” 

button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After 

you have created your profile, follow the on line instructions 

to schedule your contribution. 

†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   
One parishioner wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my 
wife as I'm sure was to many others "attending" from home.  I 
hadn't experienced a live-streamed service before and had no idea 
it could still feel like corporate worship even though we are all 
separated.  It's an understatement to say it was very comforting to 
come together during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who 
may be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The 
services can be watched live or later 
online.  Just click on the YouTube 

button or tab on our website for more info.   

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, The Sermon on the Mount, 

via ZOOM weekly on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 am - 11 am. 

 Many people in Jesus' time, and today, ask God the question: "If you're in charge, 

what's the deal?"  With suffering, oppression, war and famine all around, what is God 

doing about it?  This Study will take us through The Sermon on the Mount to find out 

what Jesus had to say on this subject. 

 God still wants to relate to people, though we have messed up the relationship again 

and again.  But now, instead of hurling question-accusations at God, He's causing us to 

ask, "What kind of people does God want?. 

 Workbooks are by Christine Leonard , Cover to cover - The Sermon on the Mount: 

Life within the New Covenant and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com. 

 Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be 

attending.  Or use the Zoom link on our website. 

 

http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.christianbook.com/holy-spirit-understanding-and-experiencing-him/selwyn-hughes/9781853452543/pd/452541?event=ESRCG
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
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“T his is my Son, my Chosen; listen to Him!” 

Jesus’ teachings provide us with all the lessons 

we need to live faithful, honest, and productive lives--also 

as God’s “chosen.”  At Baptism, the cross is sealed on our 

foreheads, and we are “marked as Christ’s own forever.”  

Stewardship is about how we respond to that freely given 

gift of grace, and how we offer thanks with grateful hearts 

and lives to the God who gives us all.  
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 †  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Bread from Above 
 

 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

I n our opening lesson David orders his most trusted military 
commanders to crush a coup led by Absalom, his son.  He asks that ‘the 

young man, Absalom” be treated gently, expressing fatherly care even when 
dealing with that son’s traitorous uprising.  Those who followed Absalom in 
rebellion are defeated in a great slaughter, and Absalom is caught in the 
branches of an oak while seeking escape.  In defiance of David’s wishes, Joab’s 
men put Absalom to death.  David, when told of Absalom’s death, grieves 
deeply. 

 Psalm 130 
The psalmist calls to the merciful Lord and waits upon God for forgiveness 

and redemption. 
 Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
In this lesson Christians are urged to conform to a new way 

of life which is pleasing to the Holy Spirit.  They are to have a 
love like the love of Christ.  All manner of evil is to be 
shunned.  Especially are the new converts to put away 
spitefulness and other sins which harm the one body and grieve 
the Spirit with which they have been sealed in baptism.  The 
model is none other than a God who is revealed in the Christ 
who sacrificed himself for us. 

 John 6:35, 41-51 
In our gospel Jesus continues to teach that he is the true bread who will 

bring all who have faith in him eternal life.  The discussion is meant to recall 
the story of the Israelites protesting and murmuring against God in the 
wilderness because they 
had no bread.  But even 
the manna that God 
gave them was only a 
temporary food.  While 
Jesus seems very 
ordinary to the Jews 
(who represent a 
worldly lack of faith), he 
offers the world both his teaching and himself, a life-giving bread from heaven. 

†  Sermon Shorts 
 

"F eeding the Donkey Sponge Cake!"  To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

John 6:35, 41-51 
But the whole point of this passage is 

that while earthly bread nourishes 

earthly life (all of which will pass away), 

Jesus has been sent so that we might 

come / see / hear / learn / trust / eat 

the bread from heaven / the true 

bread that gives eternal life.  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp14_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  Grateful for the gifts we have already been given, we now bring our 

hopes and needs into the presence of our provident God, praying for … 
 
.....Joe Hock, Stu Terrill, Harlan & 
Shirley Jessup and other parishioners 
convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Peter’s, South Windsor; Epiphany, 
Southbury; St. Paul’s, Southington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater 
Danbury area. 
.....Liturgical assistants serving in 
parishes: lectors, lay readers, Eucharistic 
ministers, Eucharistic visitors, lay 
evangelists, and vergers. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary 
Stein, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Denise, Lee Rybos, 
Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, 
Robert, James, Eve, Roger, Mike, Barbara, Alex, Jan, Arlene, Cynthia, Jean Szen, 
Mitch O’Hara and Bill Schrull continued healing. 
.....the people of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; the people of China; the bishop, clergy 
and laity of the Diocese of Dornakal - The (united) Church of South India; and our sister and 
brother members of the House of Aaron. 

.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus 
Christ. 

…..Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, which is the 
recipient of our food basket collections for the month of August. 
.....New Hope Baptist Church, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho 

Partnership. 
.....that we may find the strength and courage to make our own 
sacrifices to build up our church. 

.....The Mission of the Church. 
.....Bill Beattie, founder  and chairman of the Jer icho Partnership, 

complete healing of Multiple Myeloma. 
.....our Jewish brothers and sisters.  Like the Israelites in the desert, may they 
be nourished as they journey in faith through life. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

Sons of Korah  

 Nature Visuals 

More than the watchman 

waits... 

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

https://stpeters-sw.org/
https://www.epiphanysouthbury.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
http://www.houseofaaron.org/
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
https://newhopedanbury.org/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/8.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kND0DcTCOE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kND0DcTCOE
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Barbara 
DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, Tim 

Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley, David 
Williams. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

