
   

 “Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, 

may increase thanksgiving, to the Glory of God.        2 Corinthians 4:15 

As we emerge from the effects of COVID 19 and as individuals, congregations, and 

communities we must now address the realities of The New Normal which is still undefined.  

During the last year we have had to come to grips with change and redefine what is a 

necessity and by sharing all our gifts through grace. 

“And looking around at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my 

brothers!” (Mark 3:34).  We are constantly called to discern the future and identify God’s 

call to us to be Christ’s brother and sister and mother as we fulfill God’s will for us.  Let us 

be open to listen to the Holy Spirit.   - Rev. David Rhodes 

 

September 23, 2021 

 

 www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com (203) 775-9587 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 

†  Experience  the   Healing
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†  The Oil of Gladness 

“Are any among you sick?  They should call for the elders of the 

church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the 

name of the Lord.”                    James 5:14 
 

Dear Friends, 

I 
n line with of our vision of being an oasis of healing, where "we drink from 

the one Spirit" (1 Cor. 12:13), we seek to create space for experiencing the 

healing, living waters of Christ. 

This Sunday, we will bring back our time for 

testimonials at each service.  The Psalms (e.g., 

35:18) remind us of the importance of giving 

thanks and praise to God in the midst of the 

congregation.  And so, as led by the Spirit, we 

will share where we are experiencing God's 

hope and healing in our lives. 

At our 10:30 service, three individuals will 

receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.  

What a joy it will be to celebrate new life 

among us! 

At both services, after receiving Holy 

Communion, we will be invited to remain at 

the altar rail to receive Holy Unction, where 

I will offer the anointing of Holy Oil as the 

Apostle James commends us to do in our 

Epistle for the morning. 

May the transforming power of our Savior reach deep into our 

lives through Word and Sacrament this Sunday, and always. 

Faithfully, 
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Due to current restrictions with 

regards to the Delta - Covid-19 variant, we 

have decided to postpone the fall 2021 

Alpha Course. 

We will not be able to consider starting 

our next Alpha Course until after the 

New Year. 

Please feel free to reach out to 

Mary Perry, George Stowell or Chris 

Goodman with any questions or 

concerns regarding this decision. 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

 
Thu, Sept 23 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
  7:00 pm - Fire & Soul w/Fr. Joe, Meadow 
Sat, Sept 25 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves  (Zoom) 
Sun, Sept 26   
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Illuminating the Scriptures, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Holy Baptism & Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Sept 27-  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Sept 28 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study (Zoom) 

  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
  7:15 pm - Boy Scouts, Troop #5 

Wed, Sept 29    
 -10:00 am - Holy Communion & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
Thu, Sept 30 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  7:00 pm - Music Night, Sanctuary 
  7:00 pm - Boy Scouts, Troop #135 

Sat, Oct   2 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  11:00 am - Brenda Miller Memorial Service 

  5:30 pm - Faithful Homecoming, Meadow 

Sun, Oct   3   
  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Illuminating the Scriptures, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School 
  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/94208347024?pwd=RXhMb1RnTUhwMzV0a3d5eGI1WGM2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88625535022?pwd=QTlCV1Q0aXRSMWpDQS82djNNK2Zjdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/94208347024?pwd=RXhMb1RnTUhwMzV0a3d5eGI1WGM2QT09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Surgery and Recovery 

 

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22;  Psalm 124;  James 5:13-20;  Mark 9:38-50 
 

 

T 
here is little risk that we will take this passage literally: “If your hand causes you 
to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two 
hands and to be thrown into hell, to the unquenchable fire.  And if your foot 

causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet 
and to be thrown into hell.  And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for 
you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into 
hell, where the worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched” (Mark 9:43-48).  We have 
our doubts, severed hands and feet, torn out eyes, hell and the worm that never dies, and fire 
that never wanes.  Where is the love?  Jesus, meek and humble of heart, where are you? 

We stumble in what we do (the hand), where we go (the foot), and what we behold (the 
eye).  We stumble toward death and hell.  All have sinned, and all are lost.  So Christ has 
come, not merely to be with us in this condition, but to purge and transform us.  His love is 
surgical.  He tells us to cut off the hand, amputate the foot, put out the eye, but it is his 

purging grace that does this, leaving us in 
what seems greater need.  Then, as in the 
miracle stories of Christ and of his 
disciples throughout the ages, the grace of 
Christ heals the maimed, the lame, the 
blind, the deaf, raises even the dead.  
Having purged and healed, Christ gives a 
new work to do, a new path to walk, new 
insight to behold all his redeeming work.  
Jesus Christ, then, is not a little religion 
added to our questionable lives.  He is the 
great physician, the one who burns away 
the dross of sin and death and gives new 
and everlasting life.  Jesus Christ is our 
death and resurrection. 
 We have been cleansed, purged, and 
stripped in the waters of Baptism.  We 
have renounced Satan and all the spiritual 
forces of wickedness that corrupt and 
destroy the creatures of God.  Anointed 
with holy oil, we have been marked as 
Christ’s own forever.  This sacred seal 

upon the forehead is also a sign of healing and resurrection.  Christ, the perfect fulfillment of 
the law, revives the soul, is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent, is just and rejoices the 
heart, is clear and gives light to the eyes, is clean and endures forever, is true and righteous, 
is more precious than gold, sweeter far than honey (Ps. 19:7-10). 

It takes a measure of imagination to read Scripture rightly; it takes patience and sifting.  
The God who created all things out of his infinite love cannot hate his created being.  And 
yet that very same love refuses to leave us subject to the power of sin and death.  The mercy 
of Christ is the medical intervention of Christ.  He cuts out the cancer of death and then 
provides a path to healing and life. 

Jesus is not trying to make us a little better; he intends to make us new beings, 
participants in his eternal life.  He will tell us what to do (for Christ), where to go (to Christ), 
and what to behold (Christ’s redeeming works and Christ himself).  And because his 
command is perfect freedom, our obedience is also our freedom. 
 
Look It Up: 
Read Mark 9:42-47 and Ps. 19:13 
 
Think About It: 
Purgation and then “I shall be whole and sound.”         - from The Living Church, 2021 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=499316835
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=499316879
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Welcome 
 

We are open for in-person services!                   
at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion. 

 Please direct any questions or concerns to 
Fr. Joe, a warden or vestry member. 
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†  Next Food Collection Drive -  

Wednesday August 11th 
 

O ur Drive Thru Food Collections continues to serve those affected by 
the COVID pandemic. 

Our next collection is August 11th from 11 am - 1 pm.  Recipients of that 
will be the Victory Christian Center, Danbury, and the Jericho Partnership.  The pantries we 
provide food to are still in need of our donations.  

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED:  If you have an hour to spare on 
alternate Wednesdays and if you have a truck or large vehicle, please contact Pam Szen 
prszen@gmail.com.  We especially need a second vehicle.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and donors.  The pantries we serve are so 
grateful. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 38 food drives since April 22, 2020.  Last time one truck delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry and the St. James’ Daily Bread Pantry, Danbury.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, October 6th and will support the New 
Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, September 29th 
 

St. Michael and All Angels 

O 
n the Feast of Michael and all Angels, popularly called Michaelmas, we 
give thanks for the many ways in which God's loving care watches over 
us, both directly and indirectly, and we are reminded that the richness and 

variety of God's creation far exceeds our knowledge of it. 
The Holy Scriptures often speak of created intelligences other than humans who 

worship God in heaven and act as His messengers and agents on earth.  We are not told 
much about them, and it is not clear how much of what we are told is figurative.  Jesus 
speaks of them as rejoicing over penitent sinners (Lk 15:10).  Elsewhere, in a statement 
that has been variously understood (Mt 18:10), He warns against misleading a child, 
because their angels behold the face of God. (Acts 12:15 may refer to a related idea.) 

In the Hebrew Scriptures, it is occasionally reported that someone saw a man who 
spoke to him with authority, and who he then realized was no mere man, but a 
messenger of God.  Thus we have a belief in super-human rational created beings, 
either resembling men in appearance or taking human appearance when they are to 
communicate with us.  They are referred to as "messengers of God," or simply as 
"messengers."  The word for a messenger in Hebrew is Malach, in Greek, Angelos, 
from which we get our word "angel" [Digression: Angelion means "message, news" 
and Euangelion means "good news = goodspell = gospel," from which we get our word 
"evangelist" used to mean a preacher of the Good News of salvation, and, more 
narrowly, one of the four Gospel-writers: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.] 

By the time of Christ, Jewish popular belief included many specifics about angels, with 
names for many of them.  There were thought to be four archangels, named Michael, 
Gabriel, Raphael, and Uriel.  An alternative tradition has seven archangels (see Tobit 12:15 
and 1 Enoch 20).  Sometimes each archangel is associated with one of the seven planets of 
the Ptolemaic system (the moon, Mercury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn).  Michael 
is associated with Saturn and Uriel with the Sun. 

Michael (the name means "Who is like God?") is said to be the captain of the heavenly 
armies.  He is mentioned in the Scriptures in Daniel 10:13,31; 12:1 (where he is said to be 
the prince of the people of Israel); in Jude 9 (where he is said to have disputed with the devil 
about the body of Moses); and in Revelation 12:7 (where he is said to have led the heavenly 
armies against those of the great dragon).  He is generally pictured in full armor, carrying a 
lance, and with his foot on the neck of a dragon. (Pictures of the Martyr George are often 
similar, but only Michael has wings.) 

Gabriel (the name means "God is my champion") is thought of as the special bearer of 
messages from God to men.  He appears in Daniel 8:16; 9:21 as an explainer of some of 
Daniel's visions.  According to the first chapter of Luke, he announced the forthcoming 
births of John the Baptist and of our Lord to Zachariah and the Virgin Mary respectively. 

Raphael (the name means "God heals") is mentioned in the Apocrypha, in the book of 
Tobit, where, disguised as a man, he accompanies the young man Tobias on a quest, enables 
him to accomplish it, and gives him a remedy for the blindness of his aged father. 

Uriel (the name means "God is my light" -- compare with "Uriah", which means "the 
Lord is my light") is mentioned in 4 Esdras. 

It is thought by many scholars that the seven lamps of Revelation 4:5 are an image 
suggested by (among many other things) the idea of seven archangels. 

What is the value to us of remembering the Holy Angels?  Well, since they appear to 
excel us in both knowledge and power, they remind us that, even among created things, we 
humans are not the top of the heap.  Since it is the common belief that demons are angels 
who have chosen to disobey God and to be His enemies rather than His willing servants, 
they remind us that the higher we are the lower we can fall.  The greater our natural gifts 
and talents, the greater the damage if we turn them to bad ends.  The more we have been 
given, the more will be expected of us.  And, in the picture of God sending His angels to 
help and defend us, we are reminded that apparently God, instead of doing good things 
directly, often prefers to do them through His willing servants, enabling those who have 
accepted His love to show their love for one another. 
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†  Ancient Christian Writers 
 

A reading from a sermon of Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome  (604). 
 

Y ou should be aware that the word “angel” denotes a function rather than a 
nature.  Those spirits of heaven have indeed always been spirits.  They can 

only be called angels when they deliver some message.  Moreover, those who deliver 
messages of lesser importance are called angels; and those who proclaim messages of 
supreme importance are called archangels. 

And so it was that not merely an angel but the archangel Gabriel was sent to the 
Virgin Mary.  It was only fitting that the highest angel should come to announce the 
greatest of all messages. 

Some angels are given proper names to denote the service they are empowered to 
perform.  In that holy city, where perfect knowledge flows from the vision of almighty 
God, those who have no names may easily be known.  But personal names are 
assigned to some, not because they could not be known without them, but rather to 
denote their ministry when they come among us.  Thus Michael means “Who is 
God?”; Gabriel is “The Strength of God”; and Raphael is “God’s Remedy.” 

Whenever some act of wondrous power must be performed, Michael is sent, so 
that action and name make it clear that no one can do what God does by his own 
superior power.  So also our ancient for desired in pride to be like God, saying: Ï will 
ascend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the stars of heaven; I will be like the 
Most High.”  Satan will be allowed to remain in power until the end of the world 
when he will be destroyed in the final punishment.  Then, he will fight with the 
archangel Michael, as we are told by John: “A battle was fought with Michael the 
Archangel.”  

So too Gabriel, who is called God’s strength, was sent to Mary.  Gabriel came to 
announce the One who appeared 
in humility to quell the cosmic 
powers.  Thus God’s strength 
announced the coming of the Lord 
of the heavenly powers, mighty in 
battle. 
 Raphael means, as I have said, 
God’s remedy, for when this angel 
touched Tobit’s eyes in order to 
cure him, Raphael banished the 
darkness of his blindness.  Thus, 
since this angel is to heal, Raphael 
is rightly called God’s remedy. 
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“Grant us the fullness of your grace, that 
we, running to obtain your promises, may 

become partakers of your heavenly treasure.”  
Isn’t this what stewardship is all about?  It’s 
not the treasure that’s important here; it’s 
growing our relationship with God in 
faithful expectation of the as yet unknown 
blessings to come. 

S unday’s gospel, Mark 9:38-50, presents a 

heavy burden for a faithful follower to 

bear.  It is frightening to think of how easily we 

might cause someone to sin. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#gsp1
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Greetings! 
 

A t the end of our services each Sunday, we conclude communion by saying 
together these lines from the post-communion prayer: 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the Holy 
Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

At the very end of the service, we are dismissed with these words: 
Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  

 

Sandwiched in between those two events is the final hymn.  While frequently the 
closing hymn is a great time to summarize important themes and messages brought 
forth during the service, sometimes it is simply a powerful statement of our 
commission to go out and do God's work.  Such is the case this Sunday when our 
recessional hymn, "Go Forth For God; Go to the World in Peace" serves as a perfect 
bridge between the post-communion prayer and the dismissal!  

"Go Forth For God" is frequently described as a "sending-
forth" hymn.  The words were written by John R. Peacey 
(1896-1971) who was a Canon in the Church of England.  
He also played cricket for Sussex in the 1920s, in case you 
wanted to know!  Peacey wrote a handful of hymns, most of 
which were published after his death, including "Go Forth 
For God."  In each verse of the hymn, we are supplied with a 
particular trait for which we are to do our work: peace, love, 
strength, and joy.  We are also told what we should do: be of 
good courage, strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak, 
be urgent for the right, serve God's people, and so forth. 

Go forth for God; go to the world in peace; 
Be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace, 
In God’s good Spirit daily to increase, 
Till in his kingdom we behold his face. 
 

Go forth for God; go to the world in love; 
Strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak; 
Help the afflicted; richly from above 
His love supplies the grace and power we seek. 
 

Go forth for God; go to the world in strength; 
Hold fast the good, be urgent for the right; 
Render to no one evil; Christ at length 
Shall overcome all darkness with his light. 

(Continued on page 11) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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Go forth for God; go to the world in joy; 
To serve God’s people every day and hour, 
And serving Christ, our every gift employ, 
Rejoicing in the Holy Spirit’s power. 

 

"Go Forth for God" has been paired with a number of different 
hymn tunes, but I've decided that we'll sing it this week to the tune 
NATIONAL HYMN (which we use for "God of Our Fathers").  The 
powerful music, written by George William Warren (1828-1902), 
makes an appropriate setting for an equally powerful hymn. 

 There seems to be 
no pairing of "Go 
Forth For God" with 
NATIONAL HYMN 
available on YouTube 
(or anywhere, for that 
matter), but I can at 
least share this lovely 
instrumental 
performance of the 
music by the U.S. 
"President's Own" 
Marine Band. 

Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) Choir Notes 

†  Join Us for Music Night! 
 

E ach Thursday, our music ministry team for the 10:30 service gets together for its 

weekly rehearsal night.  We are excited about welcoming back our current members 

as well as anyone else who wishes to join.  Curious?  Interested?  Our rehearsals are open to 

everyone…come try it out and see what we do.  If you have questions, please email Kirsten: 

kirpeterson@comcast.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
As with all other indoor ministry meetings, currently … Masks are required. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRIhEdZc3i0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRIhEdZc3i0
mailto:kirpeterson@comcast.net
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Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.  

Check-in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am and 

students will return to the service around the time of 

announcements.  Please reach out with any questions to 

Nicole O’Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com. 

†  Saints of God 
 

Thursday, September 16th 
 

Thecla of Iconium 
Proto-Martyr among Women, c. 70 

 

T 
hecla was a saint of the early Christian Church, and a reported follower of Paul 
the Apostle.  The earliest record of her life comes from the ancient apocryphal 
Acts of Paul and Thecla. 
According to the Acts of Paul and Thecla, Thecla was a young noble virgin who 

listened to Paul's "discourse on virginity" and became Paul's follower and a Disciple of 
Paul's teachings and Ministry.  Thecla's mother and her fiance Thamyris became concerned 
Thecla would follow Paul's demand "one must fear only one God and live in chastity", and 
punished both Paul and Thecla. 

Thecla was miraculously saved from burning at the stake by the onset of a storm and 
traveled with Paul to Antioch of Pisidia.  There a nobleman 
named Alexander desired Thecla and attempted to take her by 
force.  Thecla fought him off, assaulting him in the process, 
and was put on trial for assaulting a nobleman.  She was 
sentenced to be eaten by wild beasts, but was again saved by 
a series of miracles when the female beasts protected her 
against her male aggressors. 
 Thecla gained a massive "cult-like" following, and 
became perhaps the most prominent figure for female 
empowerment at the time.  She listened to Paul's teachings to 
fear nobody but God, and live in chastity.  She demonstrates 
these teachings on several occasions starting from the first 
time she heard Paul speak by leaving Thamyris, fighting off 
Alexander, and surviving several life threatening situations.  

She traveled to preach the word of God and became an icon encouraging women to also live 
a life of chastity and follow the word of the Lord. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you 

belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his 

reward.”              Mark 9:41 
 

D oes your life reflect the life of Jesus?  Remember, we 

were made in His image.  We tend to forget this.  When 

others see you, do they see the face of Jesus?  When you look 

at others, do you see the face of Jesus in them? 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/maps/primary/thecla.html
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†  Fire & Soul - September 23rd at St. Paul’s 
 

o n August. 27 men from St. Paul’s & St. George's in Middlebury met around a 
fire pit for an hour and a half of fellowship and sharing.  On Thursday night, 
September 23, we are hosting in our meadow "Fire and Soul with Fr. Joe."  In 

collaboration with the men of St. George’s, Middlebury  from 7 pm - 
8:30 pm we'll meet around a fire pit for 
conversation, reflection and fellowship.  Bring a 
chair, bring a beverage, bring a friend. 
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†  St. Paul’s Mission Committee 

Annual Request for Budget Line Items for Year 2022 
 

“If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and if one of you 
says to them, go in peace, be warmed and be filled, and yet do not give them what is 
necessary for their body, what use is that?  Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being 
by itself.”   James 2:15-17 

 

S aint Paul’s Mission Committee serves the entire parish as a focal point for our 
mission work.  We prepare an annual budget for Vestry approval.  Items in this 

budget come from you, our parishioners!   This is your opportunity to enhance your 
personal or family missions with the prayer, talent and financial support of the entire parish! 

 

As a sponsor of your Christian based organization, you are 
asked to complete the form at the end of this article.   
Additionally, you are expected to submit a “Sword 
Points” article.   This is your opportunity to “put a 
face” on what we, as a Parish, are supporting. 

 

We invite your active participation in this 
budgeting process as well as your involvement 
with St. Paul’s Mission Committee.   We meet first 
Thursday, monthly 7:00 in the Guild Room. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this process, 
please contact a member of the Mission Committee:  
Dan Bacon, George Blass, Barbara DeAnzeris, Laurie 
DoBosh, Lois Hunt, Joyce Sarver, Bill Schrull, Ron 
Switzer, Bonnie Wanzer, Cigdem Usekes, Don Winkley. 
  
  
  
  

Mission Organization:_____________________ 
Persons requesting prayer, physical or financial support ____________________________ 
  

Our task is to sponsor those missions that are: 

• • Christ Centered 

• • Meet the basic needs of our neighbors 

• • Have a strong base of existing personal support by more than one St. Paul’s Parish 
members. 
  

Briefly describe the purpose or scope of the mission or organization:  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
  

Is it Christian based, to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ?  
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
  

To what extent do you recommend St Paul’s should offer support? 
Prayer Needs:  ____________________ 
Financial Support:  $_______________ 
Physical Assistance: ______________ 
  

Any other pertinent information for committee consideration. 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
  

Kindly return this form to the Mission Committee by October 31, 2021. 

 



 15 

 



16  

 

† Back in Crocker Hall   

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study 
  
  

The Men’s Bible Study has started meeting 
again in Crocker Hall.  They meet every Monday 
at 7 pm.  The study will also be available on 
YouTube Live.  We are studying the Book of 
Revelation, and will continue in chapter 8.   Please 
join us. 

†  Food Pantry Needs 
 

The food pantries are in need of the following items: 
• Pasta & pasta sauce      
• Rice (1 lb bags, please) 
• Mac & cheese      
• Peanut Butter 
• We also welcome donations of the usual canned/boxed items: beans, 
cereal, potatoes, soup, jelly, tuna/chicken, vegetables, baby food, pet food.  

B ible Study Fellowship International is a world-
wide free, in-depth study with trained group 

leaders for all ages and denominations around the world.  
BSF has a four-fold approach:  Questions, small group 
discuss, listen to teaching, and explore biblical 
commentary. 

BSF was established in 1959 by Audrey Wetherell 
Johnson with the first group of five women.  BSF then  
grew around the U.S. and ultimately around the globe.  
Today, BSF, through Men’s, Women’s, Student,  
Children’s and newborn groups, BSF Online and BSF’s 
WordGo App serves more than 400,000 class members 
on six continents in more than 120 nations. 

BSF believes it’s important for everyone to 
personally explore the Word of God in community.  
Groups of all ages and stages of bible knowledge, around the world meet weekly for about 
one and half hours. 

BSF classes are starting in the next couple of weeks with the Book of Matthew.  Check 
out the BSF website:  https://www.bsfinternational.org/ to learn more about this wonderful 
means of studying and sharing God’s Word. 

Due to COVID, at this time in-person classes are being held on-line.  However, if 
interested in being part of an in-person class when safety permits, register for the Women’s 
class held in Southbury CT on Monday evenings.  This class leads children classes which 
also are currently on-line.  If you are interested in attending the in-person class, contact 
Robin Lawson @ rc.lawson1986@gmail.com 

Note – children must have an adult attend the in-person class. 
If you have questions or desire more information about BSF, contact Dorothy Crocker  - 

phone/email at 860-488-1982. 

https://www.bsfinternational.org/
mailto:rc.lawson1986@gmail.com
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†  Art & the Bible 

 

Donkey with a Millstone 

Unknown photographer 
 

H ere is the sort of millstone that would be around during the time of Jesus.   

And yes.  That millstone is about as big as that donkey. 

So, when Jesus said this to the people, they would have been startled and perhaps even 

horrified by the imagery.  This is not just someone being weighted down with a couple of 

big rocks and being thrown into water.  After all, if you were weighted down with rocks and 

thrown in the water, you could feasibly escape. 

No.  This is a lot worse. 

If you put a millstone around your neck, it is very probable that the weight of the 

millstone would break your neck first, if not kill you.  If it didn’t kill you then, it would 

probably paralyze 

you.  And, then, 

when you were 

thrown into the 

depths of the 

ocean, you would 

drown, paralyzed 

and unable to do 

anything.  There is 

no chance of 

escape.  There is 

not even a chance 

of rescue. 

 And yet, Jesus 

says that it would 

be better for the 

person to have this 

happen to him than 

to cause one of the 

little ones to sin.  

†  Illuminating the Scriptures 

B eginning last Sunday, our former “Rector’s Forum” is operating under our new 

title: “Illuminating the Scriptures.”  We will be 

studying the book of Matthew from September – 

approximately May.  We anticipate some breaks in 

between for other “pop up” studies that God may bring 

forth as well as breaks for Christmas and Easter 

celebrations. 

Each week we read through a section of Scripture and 

address specific questions.  You can drop in any time or 

participate for the entire study - no commitment.  The 

questions are based off the International Bible Study 

Fellowship (BSF) study. 

If you have any questions regarding this study, please 

contact Dorothy Crocker - phone/text (860) 488-1982. 
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B 
ill Boehm celebrates today.  Ted Koniecki & Simone 

Salvatore  are a year older and wiser tomorrow.  McKenzie 

Connors & Mitchel O’Hara, Sr. open presents Sunday.  

Lauretta Pilcher, David Palmer, Jack Meyer & Fr. Joe Shpely blow 

out the candles on Monday.  Throw a virtual party for Abby Onorato & 

John Gugliemo on Wednesday.   Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Pray for Afghanistan  

C 
hildren, women and Christians in Afghanistan are in grave danger, experts fear, as 

the Taliban continues its takeover of the country. 

The Taliban are now back in control of most of the country, including all key cities, 

following the withdrawal of US and NATO forces from Afghanistan in July. 

While thousands of Afghans and foreigners descend upon Kabul airport in an attempt to 

evacuate the country, World Vision has vowed to remain in order to care for vulnerable 

children and families. 

“With the ongoing effects of civil war, the expansion of extremism, food shortages and the 

raging pandemic, Afghanistan needs urgent prayer from the global Church right now more 

than ever.”  

Prayer points for Afghanistan: 

• Ask God to provide 

relief and aid to every 

citizen – including the 

small community of 

believers – during this 

devastating surge in 

extremist control. 

• Ask God to comfort 

families who have fled 

and pray they find a safe 

place. 

• Pray for protection for 

Afghanis from the spread 

of COVID-19 – and the rapidly spreading Delta variant. 

• Ask God to give Afghani believers his protection and strength to withstand 

persecution – and that their faith would remain strong. 

• Ask God to protect the children of Afghanistan from the traumatic impact of 

extremism and religious violence. 

• Pray that God would bring his miraculous peace and stability to the nation through 

its leaders. 

†  Start Spreading the News! 
 
 

To be a soul winner is the happiest thing in the 
world.  And with every soul you bring to Jesus 
Christ, you seem to get a new heaven here upon 
earth. 

Charles Spurgeon  
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was 
to many others "attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-
streamed service before and had no idea it could still feel like 
corporate worship even though we are all separated.  It's an 
understatement to say it was very comforting to come together 
during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may 
be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just 
click on the YouTube button or tab on 
our website for more info. 

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, Zechariah: Seeing God's 

Bigger Picture, on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 - 11 am in the Guild Room 

and on Zoom. 

Despite being miraculously released from exile, the Israelites still had low expectations 
about their future.  They were doubtful about being able to rebuild the city and the Temple.  
The prophet Zechariah had the challenge of making the people see that his was more than a 

building project - it was part of God's purposes being fulfilled. 
The insightful lessons will help to discover: 

• how God's plans and ways of working are often beyond our experience 

• the importance of asking God to expand our expectations and perspective 

• how, with God's help, we can break through self-imposed limitations. 
Lesson books are by Steve Bishop, Cover to cover - Zechariah; Seeing God's 

Bigger Picture and can be purchased online at www.christianbook.com. 
Please contact Debbi Pomeroy by email at debbi415@aol.com if you will be attending. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button 

at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” 

button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 

created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.christianbook.com/
mailto:debbi415@aol.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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Tuesday 

Nights at 7 pm 

T he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study is studying the Gospel of Luke chapters 1-5, 
weekly through December 14th on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm on Zoom.  New 

people are always welcome to join and 
we have several outside of the area 
participating, so invite your friends.  
 There is no prep work needed, just 
come and listen or join in the 
discussion.  Come when you are 
available, or come each week 
according to your schedule!  We began 
with an overview of the Gospel of 
Luke, and an understanding of how it 
compares to the other three gospels.  
We are currently concentrating on the 
beginning of Luke, chapters 1-5.  The 
first two chapters, which will take us 
until November 9th to study, are 
mostly not found in the other books, a 
special opportunity Luke gives us to 
understand the beginning of Jesus' life. 

 Please contact Carol Wheeler, 
mobile 203 525-0011 or 
cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

 

 “Hey Dave, did you read 

this week’s Old Testament 

lesson from Esther?”  

“Spoiler alert: 

Whenever a 

king offers up 

to half of his 

kingdom...” 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
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†  Socks & Toiletries for the Homeless 
 

A s temperatures drop and the fall weather reminds us that homeless people are 

on their feet all day, and the only pair of socks they own are very likely to be 

threadbare.  Once again, this year we are collecting socks and toiletries for the men’s 

homeless shelter throughout the winter months.  Place donations in the bins in the back 

of the church or Crocker Hall. 

†  Coffee Hour Ministry Update 
 

 Due to COVID restrictions, we have been advised to postpone 
the scheduled opening of our official Saint Paul's Coffee Hours 
at this time.  Assignment sheets will be sent out as soon as we are 
cleared to begin.  We all look forward to safely resuming our 
ministry.  If you would like to join, please contact Mary Allen, 
Coordinator   203-775-6633   chamla@charter.net  

  Other Faith Traditions: Sukkot   
 

The Festival of Booths 
From the 15th to the 21st day of Tishri, the seventh month 

Jewish Year 5782: Sunset September 20, 2021 – Nightfall September 27, 2021  
 

The somber reflective time of the Jewish High Holy Days is over.  Yom Kippur brought 
forgiveness from God.  Now, five days later, at the full high moon, Jews begin the festival 
of Sukkot (su-KOT), the festival of booths.  Sukkot is also called “the season of our joy” 
and “the festival of ingathering.”  It lasts a full week. 

At Sukkot, people obey the biblical command to live for seven days in huts.  Each 
family or congregation constructs a shelter, usually with wooden slats and boughs from 
trees.  (In Hebrews, this is called a sukkah.  The plural of sukkah is sukkot.)  as they build 
and decorate these beautiful booths, the people recall the 40 years when the Jews, wandering 
the desert, put together sukkot each evening.  They also remember how, at the harvest moon, 
farmers build shelters in the fields so they can continue to gather crops.  These booths are 
sometimes called “harvest homes.” 

Each sukkah must be built and decorated with natural materials.  Its roof must be open 
enough that the sky can be seen through it.  This symbolizes the openness between God and 

humanity.  The shelter is decorated with harvest 
bounty, such as grape clusters, corn, vines and 
gourds.  To stand in a sukkah is to surround 
oneself with creation.  At one time every Jewish 
family built its own.  Now sometimes the sukkah 
is built on the grounds of the synagogue. 
Sukkot is a season of fun and blessings.  One 
special blessing involves willow and myrtle 
branches and the fruit of the citron tree (which 
looks like a large, bumpy lemon).  The fruit and 
branches represent all God’s creation.  People 
march in processions while singing the psalms 
and waving their branches: “Hosanna!  Blessed is 
the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.” (Psalm 118:25-26) 

Jewish mystics taught that the ancestors, beginning with Sarah and Abraham, come to 
visit the sukkah each evening.  According to tradition, the Messiah will come at Sukkot and 
welcome all creation in God’s sukkah. 

Sukkot, coming after the reconciling work of Yom Kippur, is a time of hospitality.  
Families visit each other, sharing cake and wine or a festive meal.  As will all Jewish 
holidays, the poor and all who do not have their own sukkah are welcomed in.  This practice 
of hospitality reminds everyone that God’s sukkah will be a house of prayer for all peoples. 

 

mailto:chamla@charter.net
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a 
warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  
And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 
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 †  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Wholehearted Commitment 
 

 Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

I n this Hebrew Bible story we hear how Queen Esther, by wisdom and 
providence, turns the tables and saves her people.  Israel is in exile in 

Persia, where a Jewish woman is taken into the king’s harem and eventually 
made his queen.  One of the king’s advisors, Haman, makes a personal 
vendetta into a persecution of the entire Jewish people.  This story of sorrow 
turned into gladness, set during the reign of Xerxes I (King Ahasuerus 486-465 
BCE), is celebrated in the Jewish festival of Purim. 

 Psalm 124 
A hymn of thanksgiving for deliverance. 
 James 5:13-20 
This New Testament lesson is an affirmation of prayer and the power of 

forgiveness in all circumstances.  Prayer should characterize the lives 
of the suffering and joyous alike, and those who are sick should seek 
the intercession of the church leaders.  The community of believers 
is to strive for the restoration to faith of any who have strayed. 

 Mark 9:38-50 
In the gospel Jesus bids his disciples to accept all who seek to do 

good in his name and to deal ruthlessly with whatever part of 
themselves causes sin.  Early Christians were doubtless faced with 
people outside their communities who said they were acting in 
Christ’s name.  The tolerant answer given here suggests that Jesus’ 
followers must avoid arrogance and be open to God’s divine actions.  
On the other hand, it is a serious matter to lead a believer astray.  
The counsel to destroy offending parts of the body is exaggerated to make 
clear the 
importance of 
avoiding 
various sins.  
The description 
of hell is drawn 
from the 
garbage dump 
outside 
Jerusalem. 

†  Sermon Shorts 

G reatness 2.0.  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

Mark 9:38-50 
The good news in this 

parable is ... that Jesus 

knows we will stumble and 

expects us to show up in 

Heaven lame and scarred by 

the inner struggle to be true 

to our loyalty to God as frail 

and faulty human beings.  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#reading
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#response
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Pentecost/BProp21_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  We hear in Sunday’s gospel of the cost of discipleship.  That we may 

be empowered to bear the name of Christ, let us pray for ourselves and for the whole 
world, praying for… 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan & Shirley Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. John’s, Vernon; St. Paul’s, Wallingford; St. John’s, 
Washington. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Youth and youth ministries; J2A, Confirm Not Conform, 
and all other confirmation classes and other programs that 
challenge youth to grow in their faith & discipleship. 
......Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, Gary Stein, Barbara 
Hock, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, Ed Licence, Sue Balla, 
Peter Scalzo, Jr., Anthony, Denise, Lee Rybos, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe 
Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, Roger, Mike, Barbara, Alex, Jan, Arlene, 
Cynthia, Jean Szen, Brian, and Bill Schrull continued healing. 
.....the people of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire; the people of Panama; the bishop, clergy and 
laity of the Diocese of Florida – The Episcopal Church (IV(4) Province); and our sister and 
brother members of the Eritrean Catholic Church. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  Pray also 
for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus Christ. 
......New Milford Loaves & Fishes Hospitality House, which is the recipient of our food 
basket collections during the month of October. 

.....Mount Pleasant AME Zion Church, Danbury, a church partner of the Jericho 
Partnership. 
.....Remembering that we will be judged by what we do for the least among us, 

mey we give generously and joyfully to support all those in need. 

.....For Commerce and Labor. 

.....Bill Beattie, founder and chairman of the Jericho Partnership, complete 
healing of Multiple Myeloma. 

.....For the healing power of the Holy Spirit for the fragmented church 
of God. 

†  This & That & Links 
(Click on pictures or red links for more info) 

 

Links We Like 
 

Things That Make You Think 
 

Back Issues of Sword Points 

 

 

 The Silent Child is a 

British sign language 

short film written that 

tells the story of Libby, a 

deaf four-year-old girl, 

who lives a silent life. 

 
 

 

Johnny cash reading 

nt 

 

https://stjohnsvernonct.org/wrdp/
https://www.stpaulswallingford.org/
http://stjohnswashington.com/
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivory_Coast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Panama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrean_Catholic_Church
http://loavesandfishesofnewmilford.org
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/links.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/things-that-make-you-think.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/news/weekly-qsword-pointsq.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GbxFIVQv8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2GbxFIVQv8c
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Dot Crocker, 
Barbara DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, 

Tim Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

