
   

 And you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the Lord will give.  

Isaiah 62:2 

Dearly Beloved, 

W e are now in Epiphany. Meaning, "the revealing," this liturgical season 
emphasizes the revelation of God in Christ to the entire creation.   The 

ancient prophecy of Isaiah, our Old Testament reading for this Sunday, speaks 
to the promise of a new start, and a new name, for God's people. 

In Jesus' baptism, God the Father declared Jesus to be the beloved.  And 
through our own baptisms, we too are invited to share in this status, not through 
our own merits, but in Christ's alone, given freely to us by faith.  Here we have 
a new name from the mouth of the Lord. 

In this new year, and in this new season of celebrating God's revelation of 
love to the world, we are called to celebrate our newness of life.  As new 
creations in Christ, bearing the name above all names, we are God's beloved 
children.  And the journey of faith today is to become as we are eternally 
regarded.  

Epiphany peace to us all, 

 

Transforming 

Lives Through 

Jesus Christ 
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†  “Praise to 

you, Lord 

Christ”
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†  Through the Power of the Word 
 

Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; and 
when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people 
answered, "Amen, Amen."       - Nehemiah 8:5-6 

 
Dear Friends, 

I n ancient Israel, under the leadership of a visionary 
named, Nehemiah, the people returned from 

captivity to begin the holy work of rebuilding Jerusalem.  
A renewal of faith followed as they 
rediscovered their Bible, and received a 
revelation of God's Word read over them 
by Ezra the priest.  And they responded, 
"Amen, Amen." 

As we worship together today, we 
continue this tradition of elevating Holy 

Scripture in our midst, with 
the priest offering a blessing 
toward God. Specifically, this 
is seen in our Gospel 
procession down the center 
aisle, with the book encased in 
an ornate golden cover, 
signifying the primacy of 
God's revelation in Jesus.  And 
just as the people stood and 
replied to Ezra's blessing, so 
we rise to our feet in hearing the Gospel 
proclaimed and offer together the response, 
"Praise to you, Lord Christ." 

As our annual meeting will occur between both 
services this Sunday, how fitting that our deliberations will 
be placed between the lifting up of God's Word among us.  
We have much to celebrate as we seek to build up the 
church into another year. May God, through the power of 
the Word, build up in us the Body of Christ. 

Faithfully, 
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†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jan 20 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Sanctuary 
  8:00 pm - Marriage Course  (Zoom) 
Sat, Jan 22 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 

Sun, Jan 23     

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:15 am - Annual Parish Meeting, Sanctuary (YouTube Live) (Zoom) 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
Mon, Jan 24 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Jan 25   
 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, Jan 26 -10:00 am - Morning Prayer & Healing  (Facebook Live) 
  11 - 1 pm - Drive-Thru Food Collection 
  5:00 pm - PraiseBarre, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
Thu, Jan 27 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Practice, Sanctuary 
Sat, Jan 29 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Crocker Hall 
  10:00 am - PraiseMoves, Crocker Hall  (Zoom) 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Jan 30     

  8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

 
†  Annual Meeting On January 23rd 

 

Annual Meeting - The Annual Parish Meeting of St. Paul’s Church, 
will be held this Sunday, January 23, 2022 in our sanctuary between 
services beginning at 9:15 am.  The purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting 
is for the electing of a Warden, various members of the Vestry, Clerk and 
Treasurer and of transacting such other business as may legally come 
before such meeting.  Communicant members of the Parish over sixteen 
years of age in good standing are entitled to vote at the Annual Parish 
Meeting.  Because of ongoing Covid-19 concerns, this will be a hybrid 
meeting, available on Zoom, YouTube Live and in-person.  Eligible 
attendees on all three platforms will be able to have a voice and vote. 

What did all the people do when Ezra opened the book of 

the Law to begin reading from it? 
Nehemiah 8:5 NIV 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Nehemiah+8:5&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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1937 

Len Howard 

 

Y ou see it every week.  

Our main stained glass 

window above the altar 

features our patron saint, 

Paul.  The vignette on the 

left is of his conversion.  In 

the closeup on the right you 

see the “light from 

heaven” (with a cross at the 

end of it), Paul’s horse and 

both men appearing to be 

blinded. 

 

(Acts 26:9-21) 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, January 25th 
 

Conversion of St. Paul 
 

P aul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a Roman citizen, born 
at Tarsus, in present-day Turkey.  He was brought up as an orthodox Jew, studying 

in Jerusalem for a time under Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day.  Describing 
himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 
Benjamin” (Romans 11:1). 

A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new Christian 
movement, and became one of the most fanatical of those who were determined to stamp 
out this “dangerous heresy.”  Saul witnessed the stoning of Stephen.  He was on the way 
to Damascus to lead in further persecution of the Christians when his 
dramatic conversion took place. 

From that day, Paul devoted his life 
totally to Christ, and especially to the 
conversion of Gentiles.  The Acts of the 
Apostles describes the courage and 
determination with which he planted Christian 
congregations over a large area of the land 
bordering the eastern Mediterranean. 

His letters, the earliest of Christian 
writings, reveal him as the greatest of the 
interpreters of Christ’s mind, and as the 
founder of Christian theology.  He writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20). 

Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His letters are weighty 
and strong,” it was said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no 
account” (2 Corinthians 10:10).  He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God 
to remove from him, and quotes the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore, Paul went on to say, “I will all the more 
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians 
12:9).  Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under Nero. 

†  Conversion of Paul 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/ConvPaul.html#FIRST
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Welcome 
 

 Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated. 
 For those who are comfortable with it, Communion 

will be distributed at the altar rail. 
 Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a 

vestry member or an usher. 

We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

MASKS Optional
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 COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Jan. 23rd 8 am -  Annual Meeting between services 
Jan. 30th  8 am -  Joan Boehm   10:30 am -  JoAnn Hornak 
Feb.   6th  8 am -  Dave & Ann Allen 10:30 am -  DeSanti / Pascoa 

†  “It’s Good! 
 

o n Sunday February 13th we will be 
hosting our 7th annual Super Bowl 

party!  We’re setting up our big 
screen in the Guild Room.  And 
you’re invited.  Men, women, 

children.  It doesn’t matter who you’re 
routing for.  Or even if you like football.  Just 

bring yourself, your favorite appetizer, beverage or snacks.  And 
maybe wear your favorite team shirt.  No cost.  No fuss.  Contact 
Ron Switzer or Dave Szen if you’re interested so we have an idea 
who’s bringing what.  Weather permitting, a pregame tailgate 
party is a possibility! 

“L et the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be always 

acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength 
and my redeemer.”  This familiar phrase from 
Psalm 19 is perhaps most often used by those 
giving sermons or homilies, but the words are 

appropriate for all of us as well as we strive to 
lead the life of a faithful disciple and steward. 

W hen Jesus read from Isaiah in the synagogue, which passage did he read? 

a) Isaiah 53:6-7   b) Isaiah 59:15-16   c) Isaiah 61:1-2   Luke 4:18-19 NIV  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to 

those who had nothing prepared…” 

(Nehemiah 8:10) 
 

E zra’s instructions to the people show us that God does not 

forbid us from enjoying the good things in life, he wants us to 

be happy! However, He expects us to generously share our blessings 

with those who are in need, without expecting anything in return. 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+4:18-19&version=NIV&showfn=yes
mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†   In Your Hearing  

 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10  •  Psalm 19  •  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  •  Luke 4:14-21 
 

S 
econd only to the great story of God liberating the children of Israel from their 
captivity in Egypt, there is another freedom story, told in various ways and 
repeatedly, of the Jews living as enslaved exiles in Babylon, and then, after 70 

years, returning home, to claim their land, rebuild their temple and city, and establish their 
social and religious community.  In Babylon, they had learned to be Jews bereaved of their 
land and temple.  So they relied on what was available, the recitation and study of sacred 
Scripture, laying the foundation of what would become synagogue worship. 

In the reading from Nehemiah, we find the Jews returned to the land of promise, and we 
observe the importance of the sacred Scriptures to their lives.  Ezra, a scholar of the law, 
brings out the book of the law of Moses, and he reads it before an assembly “both of men 
and women, and all who could hear with understanding” (Neh. 8:1-2).  “The ears of all the 
people were attentive to the book of the law” (Neh. 8:4).  They are convicted by what they 
heard or perhaps moved by its beauty.  “For all the people wept when they heard the words 
of the law” (Neh. 8:9).  Ezra forbids their tears, saying, “This day is holy to the Lord your 
God; do not mourn or weep. . . . Go your way, eat the fat and drink the sweet wine and send 
portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and 
do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh. 8:9-19). 

Listening to the words of the law, reading it, and studying it can be a pleasure to the soul. 
The Psalmist says, “The law of the 

Lord is perfect, revives the soul, is sure, 
gives wisdom to the innocent, is just, 
rejoices the heart, is clear, gives light to 
the eyes, is clean and endures forever, is 
true and righteous altogether, is more to 
be desired than fine gold and sweeter 
than honey in the comb” (Ps. 19:7-10). 

We do not perhaps think of study 
and mental effort in this way, as a joy 
and a pleasure.  And yet we have known 
this pleasure at times. 

The people listen to the words of the 
law as a living voice that speaks directly 
to them.  Similarly, the early Christians 
read the Old Testament, that being the 
only Bible they had at the time, as a 
living word about Jesus Christ.  
Everywhere they turned in the Law and the Prophets, they found intimations of all the 
mysteries of Christ.  They read and listened, compared text to text, and often pursued 
imaginative and compelling interpretations. 

If we listen with deep concentration today, our lives will change, and all for the better.  
“[Jesus] stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.  He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place where it was written; ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.’  And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 
attendant, and sat down.  The eyes of all the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he began 
to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing’” (Luke 4:16-21). 

In your hearing, Jesus Christ is announced and proclaimed as your true and everlasting 
Good News! 

 

Look It Up 
Read Luke 4:16. 
 

Think About It 
Is it your custom to go to church on the Lord’s Day and hear his Word?  

      -from The Living Church, 2022 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#gsp1
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor of" or 

"in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  please fill out an 

envelope located in the back of the church or send an email 

request to altarflowers@yahoo.com or contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 47 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Bethel Community Food Pantry.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, January 26th and will support the 
F.A.I.T.H. Food Pantry in Newtown and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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†  Demonstrate God’s Love to Others   

by Steve Hemming 
 

“Little children, let us love not in word and speech, but in action and truth.” 
1 John 3:18 

 

Y 
ou’ve heard the old adage, “Actions speak louder than words.”  If you are a true 
disciple of Christ, then I have no doubt you love others deeply from a pure 
heart.1  And when you tell someone that you love them, I’m sure you mean it.  

But, do you actually show those you love and care for, in tangible ways? 
Because God so love the world,2 He demonstrated His love towards us, in that while we 

were still sinners, Christ died for us.3  Because of His incomparable love, Jesus voluntarily 
laid down His life for you and me.4  In consideration of His great sacrifice for us, we ought 
to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters,5 and show God’s love practically to 
others. 

What are some ways we can demonstrate God’s love to one another? 
Reach out - For starters, do you actively reach out to others?  Or, do you wait for others 

to come to you?  Be proactive - there are lots of ways to let people know you care: invite 
someone out for coffee or a meal, write a note, make a call, send an email, or type a text.  
Ask God to bring to mind someone who needs a boost, and get in touch with them.  Don’t 
wait! 

Make yourself available - Love at all times, and 
stick close to those you care for, especially in times of 
adversity.6  And be willing to go the extra mile or two 
with someone, if they need you by their side.7 

Exhibit Devotion - Be devoted to one another in 
love.8  In humility consider others more important 
than yourself.9  Put their needs before your own. 

Pray - We can pray for one another.10  Pray in the 
Spirit at all times, with every kind of prayer and 
petition.  To this end, stay alert with all perseverance 
in your prayers for all the saints.11 

Encourage - Encourage and build up one 
another.12  Make it a habit of regularly inspiring 
others with the courage or confidence they may need 
to accomplish their goals and dreams.  Express your 
admiration for the special God-given attributes and 
abilities others possess.  Recently, during lunch with a 
friend, he listed several qualities that he saw in me, 
which encouraged me and strengthened my walk with 
the Lord. 

Provide Comfort - May we comfort those in any trouble with the similar comfort we 
ourselves have received from God.13  Be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate 
and humble.14  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.15 

Bear one another’s burdens - 16  Carrying the burden of another can take a number of 
active forms, including setting aside time for someone, listening attentively and 
empathetically, and giving financial assistance if appropriate, to name a few. 

Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus emulated all the above characteristics and so 
many more, as He actively reached out in love to those around Him.  As He leads and 
guides us to demonstrate His love to others, Jesus reminds us; “For I have given you an 
example, that you should do as I have done to you.” 17 

 

“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you.”  John 15:12 

  1  1 Peter 1:22  
  2  John 3:16  
  3  Romans 5:8  
  4  John 15:13  
  5  1 John 3:16  

  6  Proverbs 17:17, 18:24  
  7  Matthew 5:41  
  8  Romans 12:10  
  9  Philippians 2:3  
10  James 5:16  

11  Ephesians 6:18  
12  1 Thessalonians 5:11  
13  2 Corinthians 1:4  
14  1 Peter 3:8  
15  Romans 12:15  

16  Galatians 6:2  
17  John 13:15  
 

 

 

Janda and me, atop 

Whiteface Mountain, 

with Lake Placid in 

the background.  

8-20-2021  

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509646931
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509646976
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647024
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647067
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647111
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647185
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647230
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647267
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647306
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647362
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647403
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647450
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647484
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647521
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647555
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647589
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=509647617
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Greetings! 
 

A s followers of Christ, we are called to share the Good News to all people.  
We'll hear two instances of sharing the word of God this Sunday.  First, in 

the Old Testament reading from Nehemiah, we'll hear how the priest Ezra read the 
"words of the law" to a gathering of people and "the ears of all the people were 
attentive to the book of the law." 

Second, in the Gospel reading from Luke, we'll 
hear how Jesus began his teaching ministry by 
reading to the people from the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah.  Jesus says, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor." 

Many of our hymns this Sunday (actually, all of 
them at the 8:00 service!) make reference to 
teaching or ministering the word of God as part of 
our mission as Christians.  The hymns that frame 
our worship, the opening and closing hymns, will 
serve as good examples. 

"Christ for the World We Sing" was written in 
1862 by Samuel Wolcott (1813-1886), an American 
Congregational minister.  It is a hymn of powerful 
encouragement as it reminds us of our own mission to shed the light of God in all 
the reaches of the earth. 

Christ for the world we sing!  The world to Christ we bring with loving zeal; the 
poor, and them that mourn, the faint and overborne, sin-sick and sorrow-worn, whom 
Christ doth heal. 

Christ for the world we sing!  The world to Christ we bring with fervent prayer; the 
wayward and the lost, by restless passions tossed, redeemed at countless cost from dark 
despair. 

Christ for the world we sing!  The world to Christ we bring with one accord; with us 
the work to share, with us reproach to dare, with us the cross to bear, for Christ our 
Lord. 

Christ for the world we sing!  The world to Christ we bring with joyful song; the new-
born souls, whose days, reclaimed from error's ways, inspired with hope and praise, to 
Christ belong. 

 

Perhaps in those words, however, we also recognize ourselves from time to time: 
sin-sick, sorrow worn, in dark despair, for example.  We proclaim the Good News to 
others, but we have to remember to proclaim the Good News to ourselves as well! 

We'll close service with another great missionary hymn: "Spread, O Spread, Thou 
(Continued on page 11) 

Wolcott 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 
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John Cennick  

 

Mighty Word."  This hymn was written by Jonathan Friedrich Bahnmaier (1774-
1841) who was a German educator appointed as town preacher of Kircheim-unter-
Teck in 1819.  He has been described as a "faithful, unwearied, and successful 
worker" who was "greatly interested in the causes of education, of missions, and of 
Bible societies." 

Spread, O spread, thou mighty word, spread the kingdom of the Lord, that to earth's 
remotest bound all may heed the joyful sound; 

word of how the Father's will made the world, and keeps it, still; how his only Son 
he gave, earth from sin and death to save; 

word of how the Savior's love earth's sore burden doth remove; how forever, in its 
need, through his death the world is freed; 

word of how the Spirit came bringing peace in Jesus' name; how his never-failing love 
guides us on to heaven above. 

Word of life, most pure and strong, word for which the nations long, spread abroad, 
until from night all the world awakes to light. 

 

These hymns are particularly appropriate for this Sunday not just because of their 
alignment with our Scripture readings, but also because we'll have our annual 
meeting between services.  These hymns remind us not only of our personal mission, 
but the mission of the church, our church, as a whole.  May the words be inspiring to 
you as you sing them! 

The video today is from St. John's Episcopal Church in Detroit, MI.  I decided to 
look up some information about this church as there appear to be a number of their 
videos on YouTube that come up whenever I'm searching for hymns.  The church is 
known for adhering to traditional Anglican liturgy and music, and they still use the 
1940 Hymnal.  So now you know. 

From Sunday's collect: 
Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and 

proclaim to all people the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world 
may perceive the glory of his marvelous works; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for 
ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 

Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 10) Choir Notes 

Bahnmaier 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApnNl-BVaQ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ApnNl-BVaQ8
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†  “Miracles,” by Walt Whitman 
 

W hy, who makes much of a miracle? 
As to me I know of nothing else but miracles, 

Whether I walk the streets of Manhattan, 
Or dart my sight over the roofs of houses toward the sky, 
Or wade with naked feet along the beach just in the edge of the water, 
Or stand under trees in the woods, 
Or talk by day with any one I love, or sleep in the bed at night with any one I love, 
Or sit at table at dinner with the rest, 
Or look at strangers opposite me riding in the car, 
Or watch honey-bees busy around the hive of a summer forenoon, 
Or animals feeding in the fields, 
Or birds, or the wonderfulness of insects in the air, 
Or the wonderfulness of the sundown, or of stars shining so quiet and bright, 
Or the exquisite delicate thin curve of the new moon in spring; 
These with the rest, one and all, are to me miracles, 
The whole referring, yet each distinct and in its place. 
  
To me every hour of the light and dark is a miracle, 
Every cubic inch of space is a miracle, 
Every square yard of the surface of the earth is spread with the same, 
Every foot of the interior swarms with the same. 
  
To me the sea is a continual miracle, 
The fishes that swim—the rocks—the motion of the waves—the ships with men in 
them, 
What stranger miracles are there? 
  
+ Walt Whitman  
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Name Tags - Please be courteous to fellow 
parishioners, to newcomers and guests by extending a 
warm welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  
And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.  

Check-in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am and 

students will return to the service around the time of 

announcements.  Please reach out with any questions to 

Nicole O’Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com. 

†  The Mystical Body of Christ 
 

P aul teaches that there is a spiritual link between all Christians.  

He illustrates this idea with an analogy to the human body.  It is 

a composite of many different organs.  Though each is technically 

independent they work together for the benefit of the whole person.  

The source of this unity is the soul.  In the same way, the members of 

the Church are autonomous but harmonize because of the Holy Spirit.  

Though we do not all play the same or role or have the same talents we 

can work together for the good of the entire Community.  Paul mentions 

some of the ministries that blend for this good: apostles, prophets, 

teachers, activists, healers, service, administration and preachers.  

†  What in the World Is God Doing? 
 

“W hat in the world is God doing?”  Join us for an exciting new three-part series 
from January 31 – February 13th in the Guild Room during the Sunday adult 

class period from 9:30 - 10:15 
where we will look afresh at 
God’s global purpose and call 
to us as a church.  We’ll 
explore crucial questions such 
as: Are global missions 
necessary?  What about other 
religions, and do people really 
need to hear the gospel to be 
saved?  What is our task in 
missions, and where should 
we go?  And finally, is the 
Great Commission just an 
option to be considered or a 
call to obey?  Let’s find out 
together.” 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
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Israel - Walking in Jesus’Footsteps 

†  Nazareth Village   
 

S 
mall-town life in the time of Jesus has been authentically recreated at Nazareth 
Village, just over 500 yards south-west of the landmark Church of the 
Annunciation.  This site is a stop on our upcoming Holy Land tour. 

On hillside farm terraces growing olives, figs and pomegranates, visitors can encounter a 
shepherd tending his flock, a carpenter using his tools and a weaver demonstrating her craft. 

As the seasons pass, a farmer breaks open the ground with a plough pulled by donkeys, 
crops are planted and pruned, olives are harvested and pressed, grapes are picked and 

crushed by foot, and wheat is cut and threshed. 
 There is a watchtower, a quarry, an irrigation system and a village 
synagogue that accurately replicates a first-century Jewish house of worship. 
In this parable-rich environment, in-character villagers in authentic costumes 
demonstrate farming practices and talk about their daily life and work as they 
relate to the Gospels. 

A Working Farm in Jesus’ Time 
 Nazareth Village opened in 2000 as the fulfillment of a long-held vision of 
Dr Nakhle Bishara, medical director of the adjacent Nazareth Hospital and a 
local historian.  It occupies a 15 acre site that was previously vacant hospital 
land.  Archaeologists have confirmed the site would have been a working terrace 
farm in Jesus’ time, probably the property of a single extended family. 
Scholarly research led by experts from the Jerusalem-based University of the 

Holy Land underpinned the project.  Village buildings were erected in stone, using first-
century construction methods. 

An early archaeological discovery was an ancient man-made basin, cut into the bedrock, 
that was used for making wine.  This level area where grapes were treaded had a channel 
leading to a pit where the runoff juice was collected. 

Pottery from as far back as the Early Bronze Age - more than 2000 years before Christ - 
was found on the site. 

Meals of First-Century Foods 
 Nazareth Village is a non-profit Christian enterprise.  It is backed by an 
interdenominational collection of locals and international identities such as 
former United States president Jimmy Carter and singer Pat Boone, and 
volunteers from around the world join its staff for varying periods of time. 
Tours of the village take about an hour and a half, beginning with displays 
giving the historical context of Jewish life under Roman occupation in the 1st 
century. 
 Special-event meals can be 
arranged for groups, in which 
typical first-century foods are 

served with fresh herbs and savory flat bread in 
a stone dining area with arched spans. 

A gift shop offers a range of products linked 
to the life of Jesus, including books, art, 
costumes, frankincense, nard and mustard seeds. 

The authentic character of Nazareth Village 
has often attracted television and movie 
companies to use it as a setting for period 
productions. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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†  Transforming Saints of God 
  

Thursday, January 20th 
  

Fabian 
Bishop and Martyr of Rome, 250 

 

I 
n 236, an assembly was held at Rome to elect a pope as successor to Antherus.  In 
the throng was Fabian, a layman from another part of Italy.  Suddenly, according to 
the historian Eusebius, a dove flew over the crowd and lighted on Fabian’s head.  In 

spite of the fact that he was both a total stranger and not even a candidate for election, the 
people unanimously chose Fabian to be pope, shouting, “He is worthy!  He is worthy!”  
Fabian was ordained to the episcopate without opposition. 

During his fourteen years as pontiff, Fabian made numerous administrative reforms.  He 
developed the parochial structure of the Church in Rome, and established the custom of 
venerating martyrs at their shrines in the catacombs.  He appointed seven deacons and seven 

sub-deacons to write the lives of the martyrs, so that 
their deeds should not be forgotten in times to 
come. 
 When Privatus, in Africa, stirred up a new 
heresy, Fabian vigorously opposed and condemned 
his actions.  He also brought back to Rome, for 
proper burial, the remains of Pontian, a pope whom 
the emperor had exiled in 235 to a certain and rapid 
death in the mines of Sardinia. 
 The Emperor Decius ordered a general 
persecution of the Church in 239 and 240, probably 
the first persecution to be carried out in all parts of 
the empire.  Fabian was one of the earliest of those 
martyred, setting a courageous example for his 
followers, many of whom died in great torment. 
 Cyprian of Carthage, in a letter to Cornelius, 
Fabian’s successor, wrote that Fabian was an 
incomparable man.  “The glory of his death,” 
Cyprian commented, “befitted the purity and 
holiness of his life.” 
 Fabian’s tombstone, the slab which covered his 
gravesite, still exists.  It is in fragments, but the 
words “Fabian . . . bishop . . . martyr” are still 
dimly visible. 

Cana †  On Location: Scroll of Isaiah from Qumran 

I n 1947 an Arab shepherd boy was looking for a lost goat in caves in the 
Judean desert on the west side of the Dead Sea when he chanced upon 

some of the first Dead Sea Scrolls (often called the Qumran scrolls).  He was 
throwing rocks into the caves to see if the goat was there, and instead he 
heard the breaking of pottery.  The sound frightened him and he ran away, 
but later he returned to examine the caves and found the broken pots 

containing manuscripts.  The discovery of several other ancient 
manuscripts from Qumran shook the scholarly world: one was 
the Isaiah Scroll and another the Habakkuk Commentary.  The 
scholars at the American School of Oriental Research realized 
immediately that these scrolls were older than any Old testament manuscripts 
to date.  At least eleven caves in the vicinity of Qumran held manuscripts of all 
the biblical books except Esther and Nehemiah.  The dates of these 
manuscripts range from about 250 BC to AD 50." 
 On each of our trips to the Holy Land we have seen the Qumran caves and 
viewed the Isaiah scroll in Jerusalem. 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage - 2022 

Join Fr. Joe on this life-
changing Holy Land Trip. 

Walk in Jesus’ Footsteps 
in 2022. 

Now with revised dates: 
June 16 - 30th 

https://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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W hat does it mean to be a partner in the gospel both personally and collectively as a 
church?  To be a part, however small, in the whole of God’s plan to reach the 

nations with the gospel?  This is an important question and in seeking to answer it, let’s look 
closely at Paul’s letter to the Philippian Church.  What he shares in this amazing letter is not 
just for our information but also to serve as a model for us to follow today.  He is calling us 
to a special kind of partnership; not just for fellowship but to serve a vital cause.  Partnership 
in the gospel requires much more than simply writing a check or sending a PayPal donation 
to a ministry.  It begins with a commitment - a commitment to the cause of the gospel. 

Here was a church that took ownership of the Great Commission and sought to assist in 
its cause as best they could by supporting the Apostle Paul.  They could have easily said that 
they had enough on their plate, limited resources etc. and focused only on themselves in 
Philippi with all its cries for help around them.  But they saw the need for something beyond 
the local and responded to a global need as well. 

The gospel was important to the Philippi Church, but is the gospel important to us 
individually and as a church as well?  Is sharing the gospel someone else’s job or part of my 
role as well?  In Paul’s letter here he highlights just what is at stake.  In looking at Paul’s 
example we see something of the commitment he is asking this young church to continue 
making.  It’s a huge challenge to us today as well. 

• 1:7 - He is in prison because of his commitment 
to sharing and spreading the Good News of Christ, 
the gospel.  What sacrifices have we made for the 
sake of the gospel? 

• 1:12 - But Paul sees his difficult circumstances 
as opportunities to advance the gospel.  The palace 
guard was made up of 8,000 elite troops to guard the 
emperor.  Paul influenced them as well!  Do we 
seize our God-given opportunities to share the good 
news? 

• 1:16 - Paul is committed to the defense of the 
gospel, to keep its integrity without compromise.  

When challenged, do we just roll over or lovingly stand up for our beliefs? 

The gospel challenge in our time in overwhelming!  The world’s population is over 7.7 
billion.  The church can now be found in virtually every nation state.  However, that doesn’t 
mean the gospel has penetrated every ethnic or people group.  At least 1/3 of the world’s 
population is basically unreached by the gospel.  That is, they don’t have nearby Christians 
or lively churches within their communities who speak their language or connect with their 
culture.  Within this huge number are some 7,300 people groups (e.g.  Most of these ethnic 
groups are Muslim, Buddhist or Hindus).  These are people groups with less than 2% of 
Christ followers.  Sadly, most of the mission work done today is within areas where there is 
an established church.  Out of every dollar of Christian giving to all causes, less than 1 
penny goes towards reaching these totally unreached and neglected peoples with the good 
news of Christ. 

Like Paul, are we prepared to partner in the gospel’s advance, fight for its truths, suffer 
for its sake, and serve in its cause?  Is the spread of the gospel a priority?  World outreach or 
missions was never meant to be the work of a few, but the task of us all.  In Phil. 1:27 Paul 
asks this church to “stand as one man for the faith of the gospel.” 

Dan Bacon  

†  Going Global   (Part 2) 
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NEW ONLINE OFFERING: 

THE MARRIAGE COURSE! 
 

To join: Contact Rev. Tara: 
203-228-4746 or 

tbshepley@gmail.com 

or Fr. Joe: 
shepley.j@gmail.com 

 

During this pandemic, we all have 
spent a lot of time with our 

spouses.  Meeting in person is 
difficult these days, so let’s shake 

things up with a new 7 -week 
course that is sure to bring some 
spark and fun into your marriage! 

Joe and I have really 
benefited from this course 

over the years.  We’ve led it 
and participated many times.  
This course has helped us 

conquer some tricky issues, 
and it has taught us to have 

fun! 
 

What is the Marriage Course? 

For a little under two hours a week for 7 weeks, spend some 
time watching a video and pausing to reflect on the content together 
with your partner using your personal workbook, provided as part of 
the class.  

 

Will our conversations be private?  

Throughout the video, there are stopping points for the couple to 
discuss privately, off camera and muted. For online courses, couples 
create their own date night atmosphere at home during each 
session. 

 

Here are two short video links explaining the marriage course. 

https://youtu.be/qba2wYpXgUs 

https://youtu.be/LIXGTY4Updk 

https://youtu.be/qba2wYpXgUs
https://youtu.be/LIXGTY4Updk
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†  Wednesday Service 

Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 

10 am Holy Eucharist with healing 

prayer has been growing consistently since 

we’ve been able to meet in person with 

relaxed Covid protocols.  With live music and 

a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just 

what you need to sutain you through the 

week.  Come join us and check it out. 

Take a Hanger 

Fill a Hanger 

We are holding our annual Coat Drive to benefit the various agencies in 

Danbury supported by the Jericho Partnership.  “Take a Hanger” from 

the rack we’ll have at the back of the church this weekend.  Check your 

closets for those unused coats.  And “Fill a Hanger.”  Bring it back to 

St. Paul’s and we’ll get that coat on the back of someone who needs it. 

         †  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 

T he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study is studying the Gospel of Luke chapters 5 & 6, 
weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm on Zoom.  New people are always 

welcome to join and we have several outside of the area participating, so invite your friends.  
Luke chapter 5 begins with Jesus calling the 12 
disciples.  The new year is always a good time to invite 
other women to join us, so when spending time with 
family or friends, why not tell them about the study and 
how they can easily join us by zoom whenever they 
can, no pressure, no homework! 

Please contact Carol Wheeler, mobile 203 525-0011 

or cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

To join the Zoom Meeting use the following link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?

pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09 

 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C746023fcafa74749808208d8d3790afd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637491864259918138%7CUnk
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C746023fcafa74749808208d8d3790afd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637491864259918138%7CUnk
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 

 

Sunday Church Goers in a Boat 
Oil on canvas, 1909 

Carl Wilhelmson (1899-1926) 
National Museum, Stockholm 

 

E arly in Sunday’s gospel we read the words ‘Jesus went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom’… just like we do on Sundays when we go to 

Church.  Our painting by Carl Wilhelmson is set in his native Bohuslän, Sweden.  It shows a 
family (painted with great dignity), part of a the local fishing community, crossing the water 
to get to church, probably ‘as was their custom’ on a Sunday.  The bright, vibrant colors and 
the attention to detail (see for example the reflections of the boat and textiles in the water) 
make for a beautiful painting. 

Particularly the words in Sunday’s reading struck us: ‘as was his custom.’  He was a man 
of habits and so Sunday’s reading invites us to participate in Jesus’ customs.  It is something 

we can easily participate 
in by simply emulating 
regularity in worship and 
prayer.  If we emulate 
Jesus’ habits, then we 
shall start to resemble 
Him and grow closer to 
Him.  Christ is the person 
we should ultimately 
seek to emulate in all the 
things we do, think or 
say. 
 So what is a habit?  
The Oxford Dictionary 
defines a habit as 
follows: ‘a settled or 
regular tendency or 
practice, especially one 
that is hard to give up.’  
While we can learn a lot 
from what Jesus taught 
His disciples and us, we 
can learn even more from 
practicing what He 
actually did… and devote 
ourselves to emulate 
Jesus’ habits… 
 Wilhelmson was born 
in the little fishing village 
of Fiskebäcksil on the 
west coast of 
Sweden.  He began 
working in a print works 
in Gothenburg as a 

lithography apprentice, and in 1890 he traveled to Paris to attend the Académie Julian. 
After returning to Sweden in 1896 he was director of the Valand art school, and in 1910 

he opened his own art school in Stockholm.  In the 1920s he became a teacher at the Royal 
Academy of Arts in Stockholm. 

Throughout his career he painted subjects from life, recording the scenes of life that he 
encountered.  Primarily painting Swedish views, his landscapes from the 1910s and 20s also 
include views of Cornwall, Lapland and Spain. 

Interestingly, the passenger ferry that operates between Fiskebäckskil and Lysekil is 
named after him. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lysekil
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Jul 5, 2019 

A 
ndrew Kirner celebrates today.  Renee Castronova & 

Oby Okwuka open presents on Saturday.  Bake a cake 

for Henry Roush on Sunday.  Anthony Caiozza 

blows out candles on Monday.  Sing “Happy Birthday” to 

Samanthus Merchant on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 
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MARCH 25-26, 2022 

CAMP WASHINGTON,  

190 Kenyon Rd, Lakewood, CT 06758  

https://www.campwashington.org 

In the beautiful Lichfield Hills of Connecticut 

 

COST: $100.00 per person: includes lodging, three delicious gourmet meals, and all re-
treat materials. The cost of this retreat has been offset by generous grants from St. Paul’s 

church, Brookfield, CT and The Northwest Region Mission Council of ECCT.  

If you plan to share a room, please email Tara so she can make room arrangements. 

                           Questions?  email The Rev. Tara Shepley tbshepley@gmail.com 

 
Click Below to Register with Eventbrite:  

 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healing-generation-to-generation-tickets-206104352667?

aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

https://www.campwashington.org
mailto:tbshepley@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healing-generation-to-generation-tickets-206104352667?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healing-generation-to-generation-tickets-206104352667?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was 
to many others "attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-
streamed service before and had no idea it could still feel like 
corporate worship even though we are all separated.  It's an 
understatement to say it was very comforting to come together 
during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may 
be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just 
click on the YouTube button or tab on 
our website for more info. 

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, Acts 1-12: Church on 

the Move, on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 - 11 am in Crocker Hall. 

 Be emboldened and empowered by the Holy Spirit! - There is much we can learn 
from the believers in the first part of Acts.  In taking the message of Jesus to 'regions 
beyond', we will encounter failures, successes, joys and sorrows just as they did.  This 
challenging series will encourage you to be faithful and courageous, empowered by the 

same Holy Spirit as the early believers.  He longs to 
pour out His gifts for ministry and to produce His 
fruit in our lives.  

Christine Platt’s, Cover to cover - Acts 1-12; 
Church on the Move and can be purchased online 

at www.christianbook.com. 
Please contact Mary Beth Durkin by email at 

durkin.mb@gmail.com for more information. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button 

at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” 

button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 

created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.christianbook.com/
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  This Sunday’s Readings 
  

 

The Spirit of the Lord Is Upon Me 
 

 Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

O ur first lesson recalls a great day in the history of Israel: in the restored city 
of Jerusalem Ezra gathers the people together so that they may hear and 

understand the law of Moses.  It would seem that many of the people were 
unfamiliar with their traditions, and this reading may have taken place at a time 
when their laws and stories had been newly gathered together and edited.  We note 
the people’s reverence for their scriptures, and the manner in which they are not 
only read but expounded to them, probably in their own language of Aramaic, since 
the law was written in Hebrew. 

 Psalm 19 
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for God’s law and a 

prayer for avoidance of sin. 
 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
In this passage Paul describes Christians as the body of Christ.  Each individual 

is a necessary part of the body.  Against any tendencies toward disunity, it must be 
remembered that all have been baptized into one body and have drunk of 
one Spirit.  Just as there are different organs and limbs of the human 

body, so individuals have different abilities 
and ministries.  But none can be dispensed 
with.  They are all joined together to care 
for one another. 
 Luke 4:14-21 
In our gospel story Jesus returns to 
Galilee and enters the synagogue in 
Nazareth.  Here he gives what has 

been called his inaugural sermon.  He 
reads from the book of the prophet Isaiah.  These words offer hope and 
good news to the poor, and tell of healing and freedom for the oppressed.  
This time, Jesus says, has begun. 

†  Sermon Shorts 

"W hat a Shame!"   To replay all 

our sermons, audio and videos 

follow this link for the Sunday Sermons.  

Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

Luke 4:14-21 
Yikes.  Jesus gets anointed for 

the mission, but it turns out that 

it is only in our hearing of it - in 

our internalizing of it - in our 

realizing of it - in our living of it - 

that this God-sized mission will 

be fulfilled / completed / 

accomplished.  

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Epiphany/CEpi3_RCL.html#GOSPEL
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
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†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  We have heard God’s word in faith.  Let us respond in prayer for all 

the world.  We come as your beloved children, presenting the needs and concerns of our 
hearts, as we pray for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care 
facilities. 
.....Epiphany, Durham; St. Gabriel’s, East 
Berlin; St. Stephen’s, East Haddam; and All 
Saint’s, East Harford. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury 
area. 
.....Wardens, treasurers, clerks, and all vestry 
members; elected delegates; annual parish 
meetings. 
......Sue Balla, Ginny Beck, Clayton Ferry, 
Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay Lawrence, 
Ed Licence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Ray Hofbauer, Anthony, Denise, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, 
Katie, Doris, Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, James, Eve, 
Roger, Mike, Barbara, Alex, Jan, and Cynthia continued healing. 
.....the people of the People’s Republic of China; the people of Zambia; the bishop, clergy 
and laity of the Diocese of Kabba - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) (Lokoja 
Province); and our sister and brother members of the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria 

(EYN). 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  
Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know Jesus 

Christ. 
.....Faith Food Pantry, Newtown, which is the recipient of our 
food basket collections for the month of January. 

....St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Danbury, a church partner of 
the Jericho Partnership. 

.....That we balance our lives by enjoying the 
gifts we have been given and generously 
sharing with those in need, without expecting 

anything in return. 

.....For Our Country. 

.....For all members of the body of Christ, that we may use 
the gifts God has given us to use to build up the kingdom of 
peace and love. 

 
 

 

 

"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."  
 

 On many of our trip to 

Israel we visited Nazareth 

where a village has been 

recreated with a 

synagogue.  This 

dramatization filmed there 

shows what this week’s 

gospel reading would have 

looked like to 1st century 

Jews. 

https://www.epiphanydurham.org/
https://www.faithstreet.com/church/st-gabriels-east-berlin-ct
https://www.ststeves.org/
https://www.allsaintseh.com/
https://www.allsaintseh.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zambia
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/church-of-the-brethren-in-nigeria-eyn
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/church-of-the-brethren-in-nigeria-eyn
http://www.foodpantries.org/li/faith_food_pantry_st_johns_episcopal_church_06482
https://lutheran-churches.cmac.ws/st-pauls-lutheran-church-elca/315/
https://www.missionstclare.com/english/prayers/18.html
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bMwYOfv6Ww
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bMwYOfv6Ww
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan Bacon, Dot Crocker, 
Barbara DeAnzeris, Steve Hemming, 

Tim Huber, Patrick 
O’Connors, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Debbi 
Pomeroy, Joe 
Shepley, Tara 
Shepley, George 
Stowell, Ron 
Switzer, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the 

all.’   

- 30 - 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/

