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†  Do the Math! 
 

M ost of us weary easily with stale statistics and mind-numbing 

numbers.  And yet to Jesus, numbers matter.  When 

confronted with a crowd of self-righteous Pharisees and scribes who 

criticized him for associating with “sinners” (Luke 15), Jesus gives 

them a math lesson.  He tells them a story about a shepherd who 

has 99 well-fed, contented sheep, and yet one is lost.  What is the 

response of the shepherd?  He goes after the one who is outside 

the warm and cozy fold no matter the cost.  Later, Jesus tries to 

help his disciples understand just why numbers are so important 

to God as they represent a world that is estranged from God and without 

hope.  Jesus summarized his mission on earth this way, “For the Son of Man 

came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10). 

In recent months, we have been stressing the theme of the one-third.  That 

is, the 1/3 of our world where Christ is not known, and the church is not 

near.  That represents almost 2 billion people!  Take Japan for instance.  

Today Japan is a hi-tech, sophisticated, and affluent society, yet underneath 

it is starving spiritually.  The 126 million Japanese are the second largest 

unreached people group in the world.  Less than one percent of the 

population are followers of Christ.  

Most Japanese have never been 

inside a church, never met a 

Christian, and are unfamiliar with the 

Gospel.  A Gallop poll found that 11 

percent of the Japanese wish they had 

never been born.  The suicide rate is 

twice as high as in the U.S.  Last year 

saw a record number of children in 

elementary, junior high and high 

school take their own lives.  

 Why then should we talk about 

unreached people groups and places 

that seem so far away from our daily reality?  Because the Good Shepherd is 

seeking the lost and wants us to share in this life-saving task as well.  Math 

matters to God and should matter to us as well.  Jesus said he came to seek 

the lost, but first they must be identified and found.  That means it is 

important to know where they are and who they are.  This is where numbers 

come into importance.  This task of seeking the lost is a call for us to pray 

intelligently, and to support, send and even as called, to go.  

- Dan Bacon 
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†  Friendship Connection 

You are cordially invited to make new friends!  Whether you enjoy a 

phone chat, exchanging email or meeting for coffee, St. Paul's Friendship 

Connection would like to help. 

This is a great way to get to know other 

parishioners.  Maybe you will get to know 

someone from the other service, or send some 

cheer to a home-bound or zoom parishioner.  

Please fill out a slip, take a slip, and look forward to making a new friend! 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jun 16 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
Sat, Jun 18 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 
  11:00 am - St. Paul’s Quilters, Crocker Hall 
Sun, Jun 19     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

Mon, Jun 20 - 7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Jun 21 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
  7:00 pm - Ladies Evening Zoom Bible Study (Zoom) 
Wed, Jun 22 -10:00 am - Holy Eucharist & Healing  (YouTube Live) 
Thu, Jun 23 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
Fri, Jun 24      

Sat, Jun 25 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 
Sun, Jun 26     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with healing prayer has 

been growing consistently since we’ve been able to meet in person with relaxed 

Covid protocols.  With live music and a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just what 

you need to sutain you through the week.  Come join us and check it out or watch on 

YouTube Live. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?pwd=VmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Hidden Power 

 

Isaiah 65:1-9  •  Psalm 22:18-27  •  Galatians 3:23-29  •  Luke 8:26-39 
 

T 
hese words may strike us as resolutely untrue if we think of St. Paul as the sole 
actor: “When I am weak, then I am strong.”  After all, we hear the pronoun I 
twice, as if to underscore the person, St. Paul.  If you put yourself in the sentence 

and speak truthfully, you would likely say, “When I am weak, I am weak.  When I am weak, 
I am exhausted, spent, languishing, and depressed.”  But there is an invisible presence amid 
Paul’s weakness, a strength not strictly his own. 

He writes, “To keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated.  Three times I appealed 
to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Cor. 12:7-9).  Paul is strong in the grace and 
power of God even amid his own weakness.  The power source is God! 

Once successful in his challenge to the prophets of Baal and strong in his attack against 
them at the brook of Kishon, the prophet Elijah stood among slain bodies and coursing blood 
as if an epic hero.  His condition, however, changed immediately as Jezebel promised, “So 
may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them 
by this time tomorrow” (1 Kgs. 19:2).  As we would expect, “He got up and fled for his 
life” (1 Kgs. 19:3).  Frightened and depressed, Elijah thought only of death.  “He himself 
went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom 

tree.  He asked that he might die: ‘It is 
enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, 
for I am no better than my ancestors’” (1 
Kgs. 19:4).  Despairing and distraught, the 
prophet was visited by an angel, given 
bread to eat and water to drink, epiphanies 
to contemplate, and the sheer power of 
enfolding silence.  Once strong, he became 
weak.  In weakness, he met the power of 
almighty God. 
 We may almost repeat this story from 
the Psalter, though in this case, it may help 
first to hear a note of confidence.  The 
psalmist says three times, “Why are you 
cast down, O my soul, and why are you 
disquieted within me?” (Ps. 42:5a; 43:5).  
The power of God is present: “Hope in 
God, for I shall again praise him, my help 
and my God” (Ps. 42:5b).  Feeling the 
power of God, the psalmist confesses his 
own weakness: thirst, tears, a heavy soul, 

broken bones, my enemies, the ungodly, the deceitful and wicked, the oppressor.  In 
weakness, a deep longing ignites. “As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for 
you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God” (Ps. 42:1-2). 

In the gospel story, Jesus arrives in the country of the Gerasenes, and he meets a naked 
man who lives among the tombs.  The man “was kept under guard and bound with chains 
and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the 
wilds” (Luke 8:29).  Humanity consigns this man to a place of death.  Jesus does not.  Jesus 
casts out the demons and restores the man to his right mind.  Moreover, Jesus makes this 
man a witness and a disciple: “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done 
for you” (Luke 8:39). 

We find the sufficiency of God in the wilderness of our need. 
 

Look It Up:  Ps. 42:1; John 19:28  
 

Think About It:  Our thirst, though satisfied, is never fully satisfied. 
      - from The Living Church, 2022 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#gsp1
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522260949
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522260981


 5 

 

 
†  Gift of Time  

 

“So be careful how you live.  Don’t live like fools, but like those who are 
wise.  Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.” 

Ephesians 5:15-16  
by Steve Hemming 

 

W 
hen you think of your father, what are you thankful for most? 
I am grateful for the many years God gave me with my dad, who’s now in 
heaven.  I recognized the blessing of our time together in a profound and 

tangible way the other day, when I took my father’s watch to the 
jewelers.  I brought it in to get a battery and have the links 
adjusted to my wrist, so I could wear Dad’s watch. 
I got emotional when I slipped the watch onto my wrist, for it 
made me think of all 
the fun things Dad 
and I did together 
throughout the 
years.  As you 
know, since we’re 
not promised 
tomorrow,1 it’s 
important to make 
the most of the time 

we have, as the Ephesians 5 passage above 
attests.  It is important that we make godly 
choices during our short stay on earth.2 

As we approach Father’s Day this coming 
Sunday, June 19th, I will be honoring the 
memory of my dad by proudly wearing his 
watch, as I give all glory, thanks, and praise to 
my Abba Father, for giving me so much time 
with my earthly father, Daniel. 

How are you planning to honor your dad3 
on earth, or in heaven, on Father’s Day? 

 

“To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.”  

             Ecclesiastes 3:1  

Sunrise at Green Hill Park in Worcester, MA 

Sunrise at Wachusett Reservoir in 

Sunset on the 

Mediterranean Sea in 

Caesarea, Israel 

In loving memory of 

my father,  

Daniel W. Hemming 

January 12th, 1933 – 

November 30th, 2012 

 

  1  Proverbs 27:1  
  2  Psalm 90:12  

  3  Exodus 20:12, 
     Deuteronomy 5:16, 

     Matthew 15:4, 19:19,  
     Mark 7:10, 10:19, 

     Luke 18:20, 
     Ephesians 6:2 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation 

consistency for our congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this 

system.  Also there will be no changes if you choose to still use your 

present method of giving.  The system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on 

the “Give Now” button at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create 

Profile” button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have created 

your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 

or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522339587
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522339721
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522339830
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522339894
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522339938
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522339992
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522340057
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=522340108
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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Welcome 
 

 Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated. 
 For those who are comfortable with it, Communion 

will be distributed at the altar rail. 
 Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a 

vestry member or an usher. 

We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

MASKS Optional
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Help Paint Amos House in Danbury, 
Sunday June 26, noon - 5 pm 

 

A mos House, which is currently closed for remodeling, provides transitional 
housing for women and children.  With 25 rooms and 14 bedrooms Amos 

House is a large facility.  Transitional Housing for families is in critically short 
supply so our help will be vital in helping Amos House open 
sooner than later, hopefully by early fall.  Much of the painting 
has already been done, but there are still five small rooms, 14 
doors and a large stairwell to paint.  The work needs to be done 
before the new flooring is installed.  Amos House is being 

remodeled following closures due to Covid and 
flooding.  Amos House is located near Rogers 

Park, Danbury at 34 Rocky Glenn Rd.  
Please let Jim Wheeler know no later than 
Wednesday, June 22 if you can help.  The 
Rev. Jim Wheeler, Volunteer Interfaith 

Coordinator for Housatonic Habitat for 
Humanity, jrwheeler53@gmail.com, 203-525-3918. 

†  Transforming Saints of God 
 

Thursday, June 16th 

George Berkeley and Joseph Butler 
Bishops and Theologians, 1753, 1752 

 

G eorge Berkeley was born in Ireland in 1684, educated at Trinity College, Dublin, 
and ordained to the priesthood in 1721.  As Dean of Derry, beginning in 1724, he 

developed an interest in the churches in colonial America as well as 
concern for the conversion of Native Americans to the Christian faith. 
     He sailed for America, reaching Newport, Rhode Island, in January, 
1729, settling on a plantation nearby, Whitehall, while awaiting the 
resources to start a college in Bermuda.  When his plans failed, he gave 
Whitehall and his personal library to Yale College and returned to 
Ireland where he became Bishop of Cloyne in 1734.  Berkeley College 
at Yale, Berkeley Divinity School, and the City of Berkeley, California, 
are named for him. 
     Berkeley was a major philosopher of his time and among his 
achievements was the theory of immaterialism - individuals can only 

directly know objects by the perception of them - an idea that would influence Hume, Kant, 
and Schopenhauer. 

J oseph Butler, once called “the greatest of all the thinkers of the English Church,” was 
born in Berkshire in 1692, into a Presbyterian family.  His early education was in 

dissenting academies, but in his early twenties he became an Anglican.  He entered Oxford 
in 1715 and was ordained in 1718. 

Butler distinguished himself as a preacher while serving Rolls 
Chapel, Chancery Lane, London, and then went on to serve several 
parishes before being appointed Bishop of Bristol in 1738.  He declined 
the primacy of Canterbury, but accepted translation to Durham in 1750.  
He died on June 16, 1752 in Bath, and his body was entombed in Bristol 
Cathedral. 

Butler’s importance rests chiefly on his acute apology for orthodox 
Christianity against the Deistic through prevalent in England in his time, 
The Analogy of Religion, Natural and Revealed, to the Constitution and 
Course of Nature, 1736.  He maintained the “reasonable probability” of Christianity, with 
action upon that probability as a basis for faith.  Butler’s was a rational exposition of the 
faith grounded in deep personal piety, a worthy counterpoint to the enthusiasm of the 
Wesleyan revival of the same period. 

mailto:jrwheeler53@gmail.com
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Greetings! 

I n our Old Testament lesson from 1 Kings this week, we'll hear the story of how 
Elijah meets the Lord in the silence.  Elijah hears the following command: 

"Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to 
pass by." Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and 
after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence. 

 

Now read this verse from one of our hymns: 
Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm; let sense be dumb, 

let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice of calm. 
 

Read that again.  The wording is so beautiful that you may think that it was 
written by a poet.  And you would be correct!  "Dear Lord and Father of Mankind" is 
one of our communion hymns for the 8:00 service this week, and the words were 
penned by the American poet John Greenleaf Whittier (1807—1892), whose life was 
spent primarily in Massachussetts and New Hampshire.  For part of his career, he was 
editor of the New England Weekly Review, published in Hartford, CT.  The Quaker 
poet was a staunch advocate for the abolition of slavery, and much of his early career 
was focused on essays and writings to support that cause.  After slavery was abolished 
in 1865, his focus changed more to poetry. 

"Dear Lord and Father of Mankind" actually comes from a larger work called "The 
Brewing of Soma" (1872), Soma referring to a hallucinogenic ritual drink used by 
Vedic priests to connect to the divine.  In the poem, Whittier is writing from the 
perspective that just like the Indian priests, some Christians, too, use too many props 
to approach the divine, such as music and incense, and in so doing, miss out on really 
hearing the small, authentic voice of God.  Within this large work comes a section 
that specifically addresses Christianity, a section that was extracted and adapted in 
1884 for use as a hymn, and this is the section with which we're most familiar.  It 
begins like this: 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, forgive our foolish ways! Re-clothe us in our 
rightful mind, in purer lives thy service find, in deeper reverence praise. 

 

Understanding the original context really changes how I hear these words!  Taking 
the text out of context, however, certainly does not diminish the message, and this is 
why it can work as a standalone hymn.  Whittier's poem also speaks to our call as 
Christians to follow Christ (which we'll hear more about next week): 

In simple trust like theirs who heard, beside the Syrian sea, the gracious calling of the 
Lord, let us, like them, without a word, rise up and follow thee. 

(Continued on page 9) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 

 

Whittier 
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We are being asked to follow Jesus as well, and not just to become "fishers of 
men" but to a place of silence, to be able to put away those things that distract us 
from really hearing God: 

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!  O calm of hills above, where Jesus knelt to share with 
thee the silence of eternity interpreted by love!    

 

Just being quiet with God can do wonders for us: 
Drop thy still dews of quietness, till all our striving cease; take from our souls the 

strain and stress, and let our ordered lives confess the beauty of thy peace.  
 

And then comes the final verse as stated earlier, though it bears repeating: 
Breathe through the heats of our desire thy coolness and thy balm; let sense be 

dumb, let flesh retire; speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, O still, small voice 
of calm. 

 

It has never failed to strike me as ironic that to say…or sing…these beautiful words 
about silence we have to make noise!  We have two tunes for this hymn in our 
hymnal.  The one that we commonly use is called Rest, composed by Frederick 
Charles Maker.  The other tune is more popular in England, and on YouTube, and it 
is one of my favorites.  It is called Repton and 
was written by the English composer Charles 
Hubert Hastings Perry.  It's not easy for a 
congregation to sing, which is why we 
haven't used it, but I do hope someday that 
the choir can lead us through this wonderful 
melody.  I've actually included both tunes 
here for you to enjoy! Repton gives you a nice 
aerial tour of the Scottish highlands as a 
bonus (although hopefully it won't make you 
too dizzy)!  Rest represents the tune we'll be 
using Sunday. 

There is an additional, inner verse that is almost always missing from hymnals. I'll 
include it here as a final prayer: 

With that deep hush subduing all our words and works that drown the tender 
whisper of Thy call, as noiseless let Thy blessing fall, as fell Thy manna down. 

 

May calmness and 
quietness fill your day! 
Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 8) Choir Notes 

Repton 

Rest 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAxiN0egN-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAxiN0egN-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2JRiIVTEiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2JRiIVTEiM
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†  A Day for Fathers 
 

M any of the world's most important holidays are 

tethered to Christian themes and events.  This is 

obviously true of such days as Easter, Thanksgiving, and 

Christmas.  It is also true of Halloween (Hallowed 

Evening) which once was closely linked to All Soul's Day. 

Father's Day, too, is linked to Christianity in that it was 

founded to celebrate the ideals of fatherhood set forth in 

Scripture. 

The first widely-promoted Father's Day celebration of 

modern America was held in Spokane, Washington on June 19, 

1910 (a father's day had been observed in Fairmont, West Virginia two years 

earlier with little publicity).  The Spokane event was the brain-child of Sonora Louise Smart 

(Mrs. John Bruce) Dodd envisioned an event as focused in 

special religious services and involving small gifts as well as 

loving greetings from children to their fathers.  She brought up 

the matter with her pastor and he communicated the idea to the 

local pastor's association.  The mayor of the city and the 

governor of the state endorsed her concept and issued 

proclamations in support.  The famed politician William 

Jennings Bryan weighed in with words of encouragement. 

 Mrs. Dodd dearly loved her father.  When his wife died in 

childbirth, he was left with six children.  Somehow he 

overcame the difficulties of rearing them while operating his 

farm.  His devotion to his children sparked Louise's gratitude. 

 Father's Day was slow to catch on.  What Louise had done 

was not even well known in her own state despite the 

governor's proclamation.  The idea of honoring fathers with a 

special day was actually reinvented independently in several other places, each locality 

thinking it was starting something new.  Curiously, circumstances led other founders to 

select the month of June.  In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson had endorsed the idea and in 

1924 Calvin Coolidge recommended national observance of the day "to impress upon 

fathers the full measure of their obligation" and strengthen intimate ties between fathers and 

children. 

Despite these presidential pronouncements, it was 1966 before President Johnson 

established the third Sunday in June as the date of the celebration.  Even so, this was not 

made official until 1972 under President Nixon. 

The ideals of fatherhood are strong in the Bible.  Unlike the gods of other religions, the 

Christian God is portrayed as a loving Father.  Christ described God as his own intimate 

Father and claimed to show in himself what the Father was like.  God gave his beloved son 

for the salvation of the world.  Consequently, 

wherever the Christian ideal has prospered, 

fatherhood has taken on deeper and more lyrical 

meaning.  The tender appeals of the apostles John 

and Paul to their "children" helped foster this 

attitude. 

William Jackson Smart's self-sacrificing love 

for his children led to a national day of 

recognition for all fathers.  We have a grateful 

daughter to thank for that. 



 11 

 

 

†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

The Miracle of the Gadarene Swine 
by Briton Rivière (1840-1920), 
Painted in 1883, Oil on canvas, 

Presented by Sir Henry Tate to the Tate Gallery in 1894 
© Tate Britain, London  

 

O 
ur artist this week, Briton Rivière, was a British artist of Huguenot descent.  He 
is mainly known for his animal paintings.  While animals feature in our 
painting, it is the story of the Gadarene swine which is central in our canvas.  

Each of the individual pigs are meticulously painted.  Yes, they run together, but it is each 
single one making the decision to follow the other demonic-looking swine in tumbling over 
the edge of the cliff.  They are trampling one poor fleeing swineherd, while another 
swineherd has managed to run away with his dog to safety.  Also note the low faint clouds, 
with their touches of flame-reds and violets. 

The location of this story, as mentioned in the first line of our Gospel reading ('Jesus ... 
arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee ') says a lot about Jesus.  
He has crossed the lake to go to Gentile territory, where Jews would not normally go.  Jesus 
is always the man reaching out, inviting strangers, taking risks, getting out of His comfort 
zone…  His mission transcends all boundaries.  And when He does that, He doesn't even 
hold back: here He is performing a full miracle driving out demons.  As Christ prevailed 
against evil in our story of the Gadarene swine, He is asking us to never to give up in our 
own struggles against the evils around us. 

“T he fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control.”  Quite a list for those who 
wish to be his disciples, stewards, and 
friends.  Do you agree that we all have ne 
shortage of things on which to work? 
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor 

of" or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  

please fill out an envelope located in the back of the 

church or send an email request to 

altarflowers@yahoo.com or contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 55 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Brookfield Social Services Food Pantry.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, June 15th and will support the Bethel 

Community Food Pantry and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel.   
Socotran 

 

Country: Yemen | Population: 113,000 | Language: Soqotri | Main Religion: Islam | 
Evangelical: 0.00%  

 

T 
he Socotran live on the island of Socotra 
off the east coast of Somalia and the Horn 
of Africa.  They descended from a mix of 

Greek, Portuguese, African and Arab people.  The 
Socotran speak a version of a language used for 
centuries in pre-Islamic Arabia.  Tradition says that 
the apostle Thomas originally brought the Gospel to 
the island, but Christianity had completely 
disappeared by 1680.  Portions of Scripture were 
translated in the early 1900s, yet sharing the Gospel 
is extremely difficult since the island is only 
accessible by permission from the Yemeni military.  
In addition, there are no regular flights and the island 
is inaccessible by boat for four months each year.  Pray that God, in His miraculous way, 
would open a door for believers to live and work on the island.  Pray that God would re-
establish a thriving and vibrant church among the Socotran that would be a beacon of light 
in the region.  

The She in China  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

June 19th  8 am -  Chris MacMillan  10:30 am -  George & Eve Blass 
June 26th  8 am -  Heather Melody   10:30 am -  O’Connors 
July   3rd  8 am -  Mary & Chuck Allen 10:30 am -  Heidi Duckett 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

 “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do 
not use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh; rather serve 
one another through love.” 

         Galatians 5:13 
 

W e like to celebrate the fact that we are free to “live the 
good life.”  But Jesus calls us to a different kind of 

freedom.  St. Paul reminds us that Jesus sets us free so that we 
can serve one another, share our gifts and promote God’s work 
here on earth to glorify His name and not honor ourselves. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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Our Sunday School program for all ages has resumed.  

Check-in is outside Crocker Hall starting at 10:15 am 

and students will return to the service around the time 

of announcements.  Please reach out with any questions 

to Nicole O’Connors at nmoconnors@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

Greeters Needed 
 

 Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their presence in 

church.  At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to serve in 

this important ministry. 

 If you are interested in becoming a greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen. 

mailto:nmoconnors@gmail.com
mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Hopeline Pregnancy Resource Center 
 

H 
opeline is one of the Ministries supported by the St. Paul’s Mission Program.  
Hopeline is a Christian based program that provides counseling and support to 
women during unplanned pregnancies.  Early testing and limited ultrasound 

services are provided by trained professionals.  Through counseling Hopeline prepares 
women to make an informed choice regarding their pregnancy. 

Hopeline is there to support the expectant Mom and her baby through the pregnancy 
and beyond,  providing material assistance for clothing, diapers, and many of the other 
items newborns require. 

For years St. Paul’s has provided financial support through the Change for Change 
Baby Bottle Campaign.  Baby Bottles were distributed to parishioners and they were asked 
to fill the bottle with change, bills, or a check.  There has always been a very generous 
response from the St. Paul’s family. 

  
  

Bottle Free Baby Bottle 

Campaign 

A gain this year there will be a 

BOTTLE FREE Baby Bottle 

Campaign.  Through Fathers' Day June 19th, 

we are asking that you consider making a 

donation to Hopeline by writing a check to 

St. Paul’s , noting Hopeline in the memo 

line. 

  

 

The Ladies Evening Zoom 

Bible study  

will continue this summer at 7pm 

Tuesday nights, and all are welcome to 

join in anytime and invite other women 

friends.  We are currently continuing our study in 

Acts Chapters 1-7 of the apostles and disciples, 

including many women who formed the early 

church.  How did their understanding of Jesus' 

teachings change and how did their lives change after 

they all experienced the Holy Spirit's coming at 

Pentecost? Come and join us and bring your 

questions and share your thoughts as we discuss 

together. 

To join the Bible study, click on this link each week: 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?

url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%

2F4245653965%3Fpwd%



16  

 

 

†  Our Daily 
Bread 

Our Daily Bread 
for June, July & 
August is now availa-
ble on the table in 
the back of the 
church.  

Our Daily Bread 
contains a scripture 
verse and medita-
tion for each day. 

Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first 
came to St. Paul’s because you 
didn’t know anyone or when you 
visit a different church?  Name tags help.  
So, please be courteous to your fellow parishioners, to 
newcomers, visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  And 
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  God Keeps Opening Doors 
 

We got our visas! 
Hello Friends! 
 
 We got our visas in the mail!  We're cleared 
to move to Cambodia!  We're so grateful.  It 
still feels surreal.  Thank you for all your 
prayers.  We'll be looking at buying tickets for 
sometime the week of July 10th.  Please keep 
us in your prayers as we pack, sort through our 
things, and get our house ready to rent. 
 Also, one other major prayer request.  The 
man who was considering taking Copper (our 
dog) is no longer available to adopt him.  
We've been praying so long, so we're sure God 
has someone in mind, but we aren't sure who.  
Would you please pray for a home for Copper?  
Also, if you or anyone you know is interested, 
please let us know.  
 Thanks again!  We're thanking God for 
providing for us!  He is "worthy at all times to 
be praised by happy voices." 
 
 Will & Becky McLaughlin 

†  Ladies Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study-Summer Edition! 

T he Tuesday morning Ladies Bible 

Study continues to meet during the 

summer in a relaxed format.  We read and 

discuss the daily inspiration from Our 

Utmost for His Highest (Oswald Chambers). 

Zoom is available and all are invited 

(ladies only please!).  Contact Mary Beth 

Durkin durkin.mb@gmail.com for the Zoom 

link and further information. 

mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
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https://www.campwashington.org/
https://www.campwashington.org/
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Jul 5, 2019 

 

M 
itch O’Hara & Laura McCormick celebrate today.  

Jeff Janofsky is a year older & wiser tomorrow.  

Bake a cake for Delores Ready & Venus Okwuka 

on Saturday.  Throw a party for John Beck & David Allen on 

Sunday.   Blowing out candles on Monday will be Randy 

Altemus.   Have a blessed day everyone! 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

"C hristian Hope: Tuning into a Different 

Frequency”  To replay all our sermons, 

audio and videos follow this link for the Sunday 

Sermons.  Check out our Sermon Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
 

Demands of Discipleship 
 

 Isaiah 65:1-9  

I n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet receives an answer to his prayer that God 

reveal the divine presence once more, forgiving sin, renewing the land, and restoring 

the temple.  It was not God who has been absent, but the people who would not receive the 

Lord, preferring divinization and the worship of false gods, the prophet is told.  Yet, as bad 

clusters of grapes are separated from the good in the making of wine, so the merciful Lord 

will separate the faithful from the unfaithful and renew blessing for all God’s true servants. 

 Psalm 22:18-27  

A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares for the downtrodden. 

 Galatians 3:23-29  

In this New Testament lesson we hear that the era of domination 

by the law is passed.  Through faith all find themselves baptized into 

a unity in Christ.  Formerly we were like small children who had to be 

closely watched.  Now, through God’s justification, we are given the 

status of young adults coming into their maturity.  Whatever the 

former barriers of race, class, or gender, we are together heirs of the 

promise to Abraham. 

 Luke 8:26-39  

     In our gospel reading Jesus sends many 

demons out of a man who calls himself 

Legion and who is then restored to his 

right mind.  The crazed man lived a wild 

life out among the tombs.  When Jesus 

commands the demonic to come out of 

Legion, “they” recognize him as “Son of 

the Most High God.”  The demons will 

end up in a herd of pigs and then be destroyed by drowning, but 

the man will be enabled to return home and to tell of Jesus. 

 

Luke 8:26-39 
The name "Legion" has a 

double meaning.  Literally, it 

means, "Many, thousands, 

multitudes."  But it also 

alludes to the occupying 

Roman soldier legions which 

numbered 3,000 to 6,000 

each.  Many Israelites felt the 

Roman legions were another 

form of demonic occupation.  

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp7_RCL.html#gsp1
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Christm

as in 

Bethleh

 
†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  Let us pray that God pour out on us a spirit of grace and petition, as 

on Jerusalem of old, and hear us as we pray for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....St. Ann’s, Old Lyme; Grace Church, Old 
Saybrook; Good Shepherd, Orange. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Camp Washington: staff, board, counselors, and 
campers. 
.....Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Betty Hofbauer, 
Denise, Jennifer, Susan, Anja, Katie, Gail, Doris, 
Karen, Beverly Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, 
Robert, Eve, Roger, Barbara, Alex, Peter, Cynthia, 
Barbara Castronova, Arlene & Larry Coleman, 
Bob Picheco and Doug Melody continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of Republic of Uganda; the people of Luxembourg; the 
bishop, clergy and laity of The Diocese of of Maiduguri - The Church of Nigeria (Anglican 
Communion) (Jos Province); and our sister and brother members of the Old-Catholic 
Church in Austria. 

.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS 
forces.  Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to 
come to know Jesus Christ. 

.....Bethel Community Food Pantry, the recipient of our food basket 
collections for the month of June. 
.....French Speaking Baptist Church, Danbury, a church partner of 

the Jericho Partnership. 
.....That we recognize no gift is too small or insignificant 

and look for the miracles that occur daily. 
…..For the one third of humanity that does not 
have access to the gospel, that we would inspire 

people everywhere to walk, listen and witness together 
as disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray to the Lord. 

.....for all fathers who have taken upon themselves, the 
responsibility of parenting. 
.....That the law of faith which guides us be our standard in judging the 

laws of land and church and culture. 

 
 

 

 

“What Dads Can’t Do” 

It turns out there 
are a lot of 
things Dads 

can’t do. 
 

Happy Fathers 
Day 

 

https://www.saintannsoldlyme.org/
https://www.graceoldsaybrook.org/
https://www.cogsct.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luxembourg
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/old-catholic-church-in-austria
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/old-catholic-church-in-austria
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmbnG7Fhkkg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmbnG7Fhkkg
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan 
Bacon, Dot 

Crocker, Mary Beth 
Durkin, Steve 
Hemming, Patrick 
O’Connors, Steve 
Hemming, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, , Don 
Winkley, Gail 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odd-eyed_cat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odd-eyed_cat


 23 

 

 
 



24  

 

  

 

Israel - Walking in Jesus’ Footsteps 

†  A Land of Many Cultures   
 

Over 7 million people live in Israel, a country that is about the size of the state of New 
Jersey.  And visitors, in pre-COVID years, numbering about 3.5 million come every year 
mainly from the U.S., Russia, France, UK, Germany, Italy, Poland, the Netherlands, India, 
South Korea, Australia, Japan and Brazil.  These are among the many who have a desire to 
go of the numerous wares to be had. 

Exploring the Old City is an experience where you will observe a variety of communities 
within a relatively small area.  It is a place where Christians, Jews, and Muslims work, live 
and worship.  Add to that the many visitors from around the globe who come here to 
encounter God.  A pilgrimage to the Holy Land has long been enshrined in the traditions of 
the world's three major monotheistic religions - those who believe in one God.  For 
Christians it is an experience that can make every Bible reading come alive and have new 
meaning. 

 

Southern Steps to the Temple Mount

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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Greeters Needed 
 

 Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel 

good about their presence in church.  At St. Paul’s, 

we are always looking for people who feel called to 

serve in this important ministry. 

 If you are interested in becoming a greeter, 

please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or 

David Szen. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“ But the truth.  To prepare ourselves, we 
need to open our hearts to receive this gift 

before we can give it.  Develop a daily prayer routine to ask the Holy Spirit to help 
guide our thoughts and actions. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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Holy Land Pilgrimage - 2022 

Join us on this life-changing  

Holy Land Trip. 

 

Walk in Jesus’ Footsteps in 2022. 
June 16 - 26th 

https://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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What was on the large sheet that Peter saw 

three times in a trance? 

Acts 10:9-16 NIV 

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Acts+10:9-16&version=NIV&showfn=yes


 29 

 

 

Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are 
always looking for people 
who feel called to serve in 

this important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in 
becoming a greeter, please 

contact Pam Szen 
(prszen@gmail.com) 

or David Szen 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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It's National Volunteer Week 

Points of Light, an organization that 
inspires, equips and mobilizes people who 
might change the word, says this about 
National Volunteer Week: It's "an 
opportunity to recognize the impact of 
volunteer service and the power of 
volunteers to tackle society’s greatest 
challenges, to build stronger communities 
and be a force that transforms the world." 

 We can't say it better than that... because 
that's precisely what our volunteers do: they 
transform the world, one student or family at 
a time.. 

Without question, Jericho Partnership is 
a volunteer-fueled organization.  

Jericho staff doesn't mentor and tutor 
students. Volunteers do. Staff alone doesn't 
unload trucks or pack boxes at our food 
pantry. Our volunteers do. 

Hundreds of them, every year. 
 Besides mentors, tutors, and food pantry 

helpers, Jericho volunteers serve as: 
•classroom monitor 
•workshop leaders 
•translators 
•welcome desk receptionists 
•medical professionals 
•Reading Buddies 
•meal deliverers and servers 
•summer learning program helpers 
•facilities work crew 
•Drivers 
Whether they come one day a year, or 

once a week for a year (or more!), without 
our volunteers, Jericho would not be able to 
provide Word and deed services to more 
than 3,500 people in our city. 

Without our volunteers, we couldn't be 
part of enabling life-transformational 
experiences among those we serve. 

Without our volunteers, we wouldn't be 
able to turn so many "I can'ts" into so many 
"I dids." 

THANK YOU.  

Today, we celebrate each and every one of 

you! 

Donna, Lisa, and Mark, Jericho's 

Leadership Team 

JERICHO PARTNERSHIP, 13 ROSE STREET, DANBURY CT (203) 791-1180   

JERICHOPARTNERSHIP.ORG  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001InLz7USQp-kt8Tn_GIhAwajs6c0ye55bMEDb8tBY9lcCnATVBtX7NxercYDPy0I5V2XkcF8lgU8OiXtsuPd_urIhbdDM5nZ9cdU67QGLjQZkCgf4lN_FOpyrAdh0fEcHeSCGsXw-C2PM0j3Fr0wGXGKHVMeBavhqCvAUjfAIA5w=&c=J3FRpFKTY0hpQUWhXwake9hKuBMa6Xxy1QZiEJzybvMHuLntdmM5
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001InLz7USQp-kt8Tn_GIhAwajs6c0ye55bMEDb8tBY9lcCnATVBtX7NxercYDPy0I5V2XkcF8lgU8OiXtsuPd_urIhbdDM5nZ9cdU67QGLjQZkCgf4lN_FOpyrAdh0fEcHeSCGsXw-C2PM0j3Fr0wGXGKHVMeBavhqCvAUjfAIA5w=&c=J3FRpFKTY0hpQUWhXwake9hKuBMa6Xxy1QZiEJzybvMHuLn
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001InLz7USQp-kt8Tn_GIhAwajs6c0ye55bMEDb8tBY9lcCnATVBtX7Ny9jLGmYl5mGKlejLyJBbQA4Gdpb8XSutbLjM_RfIzqyXX9XTJtdNRwJuZADV0ExrqSgdFjPUHCY0jXvY34DY6FVsPdS9BKNhD43U1tekELB-ofuwXYZKdg=&c=J3FRpFKTY0hpQUWhXwake9hKuBMa6Xxy1QZiEJzybvMHuLn
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†  Wednesday Service 

Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 

10 am Holy Eucharist with healing 

prayer has been growing consistently since 

we’ve been able to meet in person with 

relaxed Covid protocols.  With live music and 

a brief homily from Fr. Joe, this service is just 

what you need to sutain you through the 

week.  Come join us and check it out. 

“O n this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be 
glad in it”  May we strive to be rejoicing stewards not 

only in the Easter season, but the whole year through - always 
thankful and grateful for our many blessings.  Alleluia!  
Alleluia! 
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Introducing St. Paul’s newest missionaries: 

Will and Becky McLaughlin.   
 

F 
or some time, Vestry has been considering ways to increase our global outreach, 

and after prayerful consideration, has decided to partner with the Anglican 

Frontier Missions and the McLaughlin’s, who are hoping to go to Cambodia. 

Will and Becky caught a vision for international missions after spending the first two years 

of marriage (2013-2015) in China, teaching English, and sharing Jesus.  For the past seven 

years, they’ve worked as the Youth Pastors at the Church of the Holy Spirit, an Anglican 

church in Roanoke, Virginia, all while feeling a pull back into overseas missions.  Now, as 

an ordained Anglican Priest, Will and his family hope to move to Cambodia in June, 2022 to 

plant an Anglican church in the capital city of Phnom Penh. 

Why Cambodia?  The Khmer people of Cambodia are an unreached people group (less 

than 2% Christian) with tremendous needs.  The Mclaughlin’s will initially do intensive 

Khmer language study and in time hope to effectively train, equip, and encourage local 

pastors and NGO workers.  They will partner with an existing church to plant an Anglican 

church in Phnom Penh with the goal of impacting surrounding villages through local pastors. 

- Dan Bacon 

†  Going Global 



 33 

 

 

 

†  Joy Unlimited  

 I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection of the dead.  Not that I have 
already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own because Christ Jesus has made me his own.                      
PHILIPPIANS 3:10-12  

 

I 
f there lurks in most , fooling around with drink and sex and ambition when infinite 
joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a 
slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.  

We are far too easily pleased.             - C.S. Lewis, Mere 
Christianity  

†  Something New 

G 
od's miracle of helping their ancestors cross the Red Sea made a lasting 

impression on the people of Israel.  It was annually reinforced by the 

celebration of Passover.  They recalled it even during their exile in Babylon.  

Isaiah teaches them that now they will have an even greater event to recall--something new.  

God will deliver them from their new bondage and restore them to their former nation. 

The Church sees something more.  God reveals to his people a totally new experience--

the passionate love demonstrated in the Crucifixion and Resurrection. We marvel at the fact 

that the Creator of the entire universe personally comes to rescue those who are but specks 

of dust compared to God! 
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The Resurrection of Jesus Christ: The Eternal 
Friendship Connection 

 

A lleluia.  He is Risen!  And now we have available to us 
eternal happiness - the experience, for all eternity, of never 

ending friendship with God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  What a 
wondrous gift, we have been given.  

 Because of Jesus’ Resurrection, we have the experience of 
God’s Friendship, not just waiting for us in heaven, but here, 

every hour of the day.  God wants that Friendship 
Connection with us.  All we need to do is reach for Him. 
And all the Joy, Comfort, Consolation, whatever we 

need is available to us through God’s Son - all the time, 
anytime, we reach out. 

 Let us celebrate our joy and show our gratitude, all year 
long.  Let us keep reaching for God and serving Him with all the 
devotion we would give to any relationship that truly matters to 
us.  In this joyful Eastertide and beyond, let us make the effort to 

commit to an ever deepening relationship with God. Jesus 
gave everything He had to ensure that we could be in 

Holy Friendship with Him, His Father and the Holy 
Spirit.  And His commitment is for all Eternity. Let us 
too, give all we’ve got, in joyful thanksgiving, today and 

everyday.  Alleluia.  He is risen and has brought us 
with Him.  Alleluia! 

Prayer 
 

Thank you Jesus for loving us beyond measure.  Thank 
you for making it possible for us to enjoy Holy Friendship 

with You, while we are here and forever hereafter.  Help 
us to praise You, thank You, and reach out to You, so we 

can enjoy the Gift of Holy Friendship.  Alleluia. 
 
 
  

 

†  Friendship Connection 
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†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, Acts 1-12: Church on 

the Move, on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 - 11 am in Crocker Hall. 

 Be emboldened and empowered by the Holy Spirit! - There is much we can learn 
from the believers in the first part of Acts.  In taking the message of Jesus to 'regions 
beyond', we will encounter failures, successes, joys and sorrows just as they did.  This 
challenging series will encourage you to be faithful and courageous, empowered by the 

same Holy Spirit as the early believers.  He longs to 
pour out His gifts for ministry and to produce His 
fruit in our lives.  

Christine Platt’s, Cover to cover - Acts 1-12; 
Church on the Move and can be purchased online 

at www.christianbook.com. 
Please contact Mary Beth Durkin by email at 

durkin.mb@gmail.com for more information. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button 

at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” 

button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 

created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

 

http://www.christianbook.com/
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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†  Today in History 
 

February 3 is the birthday of American author, painter, and illustrator Norman 

Rockwell, born in New York City in 1894.  Rockwell painted more than 4,000 original 

works over the course of his career, including some of the most iconic theological images in 

American popular culture.  Among these are “Saying Grace,” “Freedom of Worship,” and 

“Golden Rule.”  In the early 1960s, Rockwell had something of a conversion with regard to 

racism and social justice in the United States, and the result was the classic, “The Problem 

We All Live With,” inspired by the courage of Ruby Bridges. 
 

February 3 is also the observed birthday of explorer Ferdinand Magellan, born in 

Sabrosa, Portugal, in 1480.  He is widely known as the first to circumnavigate the Earth in a 

single journey - but in fact, he never made it home.  Magellan departed westward from 

Spain in 1520, with a fleet of five ships and a combined crew of 270 souls, sailing across the 

Atlantic and around what we now call the “Strait of Magellan” at the southern tip of South 

America, and then out across the Pacific Ocean (which Magellan named) all the way to the 

Philippines - where Magellan was killed, after becoming embroiled in a local conflict. 

In 1522, only one of the original five ships made it back to Spain, with a crew of only 18 

or 19 of the original 270 on board - led by Juan Sebastian Elcano, who should be the one 

remembered as having actually completed the entire round-the-world journey.  Still, 

Magellan’s attempt stands as an icon for passionate, adventurous commitment.  What in our 

lives, we might ask, are we willing to pursue even if we lose virtually everything along the 

way - and even if, in the end, we fall short of the destination, though others reach it? 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go 

for us?’ ‘Here I am,’ I said, ‘send me!’”   (Isaiah 6:8) 
 

E very day, in little ways and in big ways, God asks, “Whom shall I send?”  

Whether it is someone to take on a new ministry, to give a friendly smile to 

a stranger or say a word of encouragement to a friend, God constantly provides 

opportunities to help someone in need.  The next time you hear God calling, have 

https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2013/12/04/248790682/norman-rockwells-saying-grace-sells-for-46-million-at-auction
https://www.nrm.org/?s=Freedom+of+Worship#post/0
https://www.nrm.org/2014/02/golden_rule/#post/0
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/media-and-interactives/media/visual-arts/norman-rockwell--the-problem-we-all-live-with/
https://www.kennedy-center.org/education/resources-for-educators/classroom-resources/media-and-interactives/media/visual-arts/norman-rockwell--the-problem-we-all-live-with/
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†  Follow Us Live 

S treaming live our many worship services and events is nothing new for St. 
Paul’s.   We’ve been doing it for more than six years.  Now during the 

current pandemic it is being discovered by many for the first time.   One parishioner 
wrote “It was really meaningful to me and my wife as I'm sure was 
to many others "attending" from home.  I hadn't experienced a live-
streamed service before and had no idea it could still feel like 
corporate worship even though we are all separated.  It's an 
understatement to say it was very comforting to come together 
during this anxious time.”   
 Most of our services are available on YouTube Live or Facebook 
Live.  Check it out and why not introduce it to your friends who may 
be looking for a church and don’t know what to expect?  The services 
can be watched live or later online.  Just 
click on the YouTube button or tab on 
our website for more info. 

†  Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study 
 

T he Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study is now studying, Acts 1-12: Church on 

the Move, on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 - 11 am in Crocker Hall. 

 Be emboldened and empowered by the Holy Spirit! - There is much we can learn 
from the believers in the first part of Acts.  In taking the message of Jesus to 'regions 
beyond', we will encounter failures, successes, joys and sorrows just as they did.  This 
challenging series will encourage you to be faithful and courageous, empowered by the 

same Holy Spirit as the early believers.  He longs to 
pour out His gifts for ministry and to produce His 
fruit in our lives.  

Christine Platt’s, Cover to cover - Acts 1-12; 
Church on the Move and can be purchased online 

at www.christianbook.com. 
Please contact Mary Beth Durkin by email at 

durkin.mb@gmail.com for more information. 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation consistency for our 

congregation.  There is no cost to you to use this system.  Also there will be no changes if 

you choose to still use your present method of giving.  The 

system is simple using the following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button 

at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” 

button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 

created your profile, follow the on line instructions to 

schedule your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 

203-775-6633 or treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
http://www.christianbook.com/
mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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Greeters Needed 
 

Greeting people in a warm way makes 
them feel good about their presence in 

church. 
 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for 
people who feel called to serve in this 

important ministry. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen 

(prszen@gmail.com) 
or David Szen 

 

†  Your Builder Shall Marry You 

T 
he prophets often spoke of Jerusalem as if it were a person, specifically a 

woman.  This week Isaiah makes such an address to the city with a deeper 

intention.  When he wrote these words, the city was in ruins.  It's temple and 

walls were shattered.  It truly was "desolate."  Isaiah predicts future glory for the city, but he 

is speaking of more than structures of stone.  He is telling the people of Jerusalem -- and all 

believers -- that God (the builder and creator) will MARRY them.  This suggests a future 

intimacy with God's faithful that goes beyond a mere creator and creature relationship.  God 

will bond with us in a relationship like that of human marriage. 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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†  Good Stewardship Begins At Home: Our Home 
 

P lease remind all who use our home to be good stewards by turning off 
lights, closing curtains, turning down thermostats, cleaning up after 

themselves and locking doors when they are leaving, especially as fuel 
prices continue to steadily increase. 

Hearts to Hands – Baby girl clothing offer. 
Is there a need among our parishioners for baby girl 

clothing size 0-6 months?  The clothing is either new 
or nearly new and consists of onesies, PJ’s, socks, etc. 

If so, please contact Cheryl Mitchell (8 a.m. 
service) or contact Dorothy Crocker 860-355-5672 and 
we can make arrangements. 

Please reach out over the next two weeks as if 
there is no need, items will be donated to Jericho or 
another charity where needed. 
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 If You Love Me  
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“I don’t 

think I 

approve of 

this. 
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 †  Vestry Meeting 
 May 10th 

Opening: Warden George Stowell opened 
the meeting and Fr. Joe offered prayer at 
7:30 pm.  - Testimony (Darin Crocker) 
Darin started attending St. Paul’s in 1970 
with his father George Crocker, stepmother 
Barbara, and twin brother, Drew.  His father 
was rector and Darin served as an acolyte 
with his brother.  Darin passed around a 
picture of him and his brother serving on the 
altar next to his father.  In October, ‘74 
during an altar call and Darin gave his life to 
Jesus Christ.  The song that was playing at 
the time was, “For Those Tears I Died,” and 
that song is so meaningful to him every time 
he hears it.  When he started his painting 
business, he dedicated it to the Lord and 
decided at that time that he would never 
advertise but would rely on God keeping him 
busy.  He has been working 7 days a week 
ever since!  Darin has been married to 
Dorothy for 33 years, and they have one son 
named Kyle.  His father, stepmother and 
brother have since passed away.  Life has 
been overwhelming, but with God’s grace he 
knows he will make it through.  Devotional 
Bible Study (Lisa Richardson): 1 Cor 13: 1-
13 – the Gift of Love.  Calling out the 
Corinthians, Paul shows them that it is not 
whose spiritual gifts are greater, but rather 
the issue is their lack of love for one another.  
Focusing on correcting misunderstandings 
about spiritual gifts, he points out that every 
spiritual gift is given by God for a reason and 
is essential to the church.  As in Corinth, our 
gifts, if not used from the standpoint of love, 
are useless, even destructive.  Even the most 
spiritual actions are worthless if not used as 
intended by God. 
The April Vestry meeting minutes were 
approved as circulated.  

Treasurer’s Report: Chuck reported that St. 
Paul’s April 2022 income was good with 
both the current month of April and the year-
to-date through April with a surplus.  The 
YTD April income up $4,500.00 over April 
2021.  The Franklin Fund performance in 
April was poor with a decrease of 5.8%.  
One of our estates has settled and St. Paul’s 
received $42,000.00. 

 

Committee/Ministry 
Reports:  The Property 
Committee:  The 
chimney in the back had a 
crack that was repaired by Joe 
Bernardo.  Darin completed refinishing the 
backs of the last row of pews and the 
baseboard was refinished throughout the 
entire church.  He is also putting weather 
stripping on each of the exterior doors.  
Quotes for re-putting and painting exterior 
windows and repairing snow rail will be 
secured for a future meeting.  Youth & 
Sunday School:  Sunday School will run 
until mid-June.  Memorial Day Parade will 
be supported by the outh Group.  JoAnn 
Hornak - Inventory of the vestments are 
being done to make sure that all those who 
serve have clean and mended vestments.  
The topic of the congregation talking during 
the prelude and the postlude during the 
service was discussed.  Adult Christian 
Education - The adult education study will 
take a break during the summer. 
 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Joe reported that we 
had a holy and wonderful Holy Week.  - A 
‘Newcomers Tea’ was a great success.  - A 
new bishop will be elected in May.  Pray for 
God’s will to be done.  - Every Sunday the 
numbers are growing.  God is doing 
something new amongst us and it is 
beautiful.  -  
The Sunday School Teachers are important 
and thank you to each of the teachers and 
hall monitors. 
 
 

Old Business:  Missions Discernment Task 
Force (MDTF) Report:  Dan gave a summary 
report of Will McLoughlin’s recent visit.  

Will preached at both services 
and gave a presentation after 
the second service.  Feedback 
was that he connected with the 
people of St. Paul’s.  We want 
to keep up the communication 
with Will and Becky as they 

go to Cambodia.  We also have Bill and 
Cathy Schrull in Tanzania. They are writing 
a blog to keep us updated.  The Newcomers 
Program held a Tea Party on April 24th that 
was well attended; 20 people were expected 
and 30 came.  It lasted 1 ½ hours and no one 
wanted to leave.  Lyndon wants to try to do 
this quarterly.   

(Continued on page 44) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8iV8iSAL0aE
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Evangelism Workshop: Sharing Our Faith 
Story – Dan B. and George S. have prepared 
a three-session workshop.  This may be held 
on a Saturday, an evening, or even between 
church services on Sundays and will be held 
when the Alpha course is completed.  The 
Policy Review Committee, Lin Bennett.  
The first interview of the staff has been 
completed; second is scheduled.  
Emergency Relief Assistance Committee 
(ERAC), David Williams.  The suggestion 
was made to create two examples, 
an approved and a disapproved 
sample.  This will be presented at 
the June Vestry Meeting.  Altar 
Flower Committee, rt was given 
by Lois Hunt.  The giving for altar 

flowers is at a break even, working well 
during the Easter Season.  Safe Church 
certification is for three (3) years. 
 

New Business: Upcoming ECCT Training is 
scheduled, and George Stowell will be 
attending in June.  Anyone interested can see 
George. 
 

Closing: The meeting closed by George 
Stowell with prayer at 8:50 pm by Lois Hunt. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
David Williams, Clerk 

(Continued from page 43) 

Vestry Minutes 
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†   Event, Process, and Joy 

 

Baruch 5:1-9  -  Canticle 16  -  Philippians 1:3-11  -  Luke 3:1-6 
 

Repentance is both a decisive moment and a process.  At some point we repent, we turn 
from a children who are our lives.  There is, however, something more than purging.  We 
prepare a way for the , 2021 

The pre-incarnate 

Christ speaks to Job 

| Wikipedia  

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv2_RCL.html#Gsp1


46  

 

 

†  Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study 

T he Tuesday Night Ladies Bible Study meets weekly on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 
pm on Zoom.   Please join us in March/April as the Ladies Evening Zoom Bible 

Study starts a new series.  We will be studying the words of Jesus about himself in the 
gospel of John, starting with two weeks focused on "I am the 
Good Shepherd."  This will be followed by other "I am" 
statements and related passages.  Come and join in the warm 
fellowship with other women from St. Paul's and beyond.  You 
are welcome here.  

 To receive the weekly email with the zoom link, send Carol 

an email at cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com. 

To join the Zoom Meeting use the following link 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/4245653965?

 

mailto:cmeadwheeler@hotmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F4245653965%3Fpwd%3DVmRkYjVkRDRyK1J0elMwcXFpekNZZz09&data=04%7C01%7C%7C746023fcafa74749808208d8d3790afd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637491864259918138%7CUnk
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†  Greeters Needed 

 

Greeting people in a warm way makes them feel good about their 
presence in church. 

At St. Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel called to 
serve in this important ministry.  If you are interested in becoming a 
greeter, please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or David Szen 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
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 †  Make Their Life Together a Sign 
 of Christ’s Love 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

           "The two will become one flesh.  This 

      is a profound mystery - and I am talking about Christ 

         and the church.                                             Ephesians 5:31-32 

 

Lead Article for Sword Points 

Do the Math! 

 

Most of us weary easily with stale statistics and mind-numbing numbers. 

And yet to Jesus, numbers matter. When confronted with a crowd of self-

righteous Pharisees and scribes who criticized him for associating with 

“sinners” (Luke 15), Jesus gives them a math lesson. He tells them a story 

about a shepherd who has 99 well-fed, contented 

sheep, and yet one is lost. What is the response of the 

shepherd? He goes after the one who is outside the 

warm and cozy fold no matter the cost. Later, Jesus 

tries to help his disciples understand just why numbers 

are so important to God as they represent a world that 

is estranged from God and without hope. Jesus 

summarized his mission on earth this way, “For the 

Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 

19:10). 

 

In recent months, we have been stressing the theme of 

the one-third. That is, the 1/3 of our world where 

Christ is not known, and the church is not near. That 

represents almost 2 billion people! Take Japan for 

instance. Today Japan is a hi-tech, sophisticated, and 

affluent society, yet underneath it is starving 

spiritually. The 126 million Japanese 

are the second largest unreached 

people group in the 

world. Less than 

one 

percent of the population 
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"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it"   - John 1:5 

Dear Friends, 

W 
e stand together once again beholding yet another tragedy in 

our land.  The frequency of violence is escalating, and our 

hearts keep breaking.  I continue to be asked as your pastor, 

"What is going on"?  We live in a spiritual world ultimately, one of good 

and evil, and within this is human freedom.  God does not compel us to 

love.  The invitation is always there to move toward the light, to make 

daily choices of choosing life over death, and engaging lives 

of compassion over destruction. 

 Some days it is difficult to comprehend, yet God's word 

tells us that "the light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it."  We believe that God's 

goodness, God's light, and God's love eclipses all evil, 

darkness, and hate eternally.  It is not an equal match where 

a question remains, "will evil prevail"?  In God's kingdom, 

God's holiness surrounds this fallen creation with the 

promise that through the resurrection of Jesus, God has 

defeated sin and death now and forever. 

 We are called to be vessels of hope, to proclaim, not just 

with our lips, but with our lives, that Christ's light shines.  

Each day we have the freedom to live in the light and for the 

light of Jesus, bringing the message of the Savior to the 

world.  Dear ones, don't lose hope, but see it shine brightly as 

we live in love, and for love, in the One who has defeated 

death forever.  As we celebrate the Ascension of Christ, our message is 

that there is no place where Jesus is not; Christ fills all in all, and His love 

is with us, always, and everywhere. 

In Ascension hope, 
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