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"Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us" 

   - 1 Corinthians 5:7 

Dear Friends, 

L ast Sunday, a parishioner asked me to teach about the moment 

the Priest's Host is broken, and to explain the meaning behind 

it.  This is known as the Fraction. 

The Fraction symbolizes Christ's Body broken on the cross as a once 

and for all sacrifice.  The English language we use in our Book of 

Common Prayer is from the King James Version of the Bible.  The 

Fraction's language is translated from a Greek tense indicating a past 

action with ongoing benefits.  This is why we say Christ our 

Passover "is" sacrificed.  It is not a re-sacrifice, but 

a past promise activated today by faith. 

 As we break bread together, we participate in a 

tradition of the earliest days of the church.  As we 

read in Luke's account of the Road to Emmaus, 

unaware that they were in the presence of the Risen 

Christ, the disciples only recognized him in the 

“breaking of the bread.” 

 The Fraction is when we proclaim liturgically 

that Christ is the Passover Lamb and the Great High 

Priest simultaneously, offering Himself for the sins 

of the world.  And He chooses to be revealed in the 

Holy mysteries of His most sacred Body and Blood.  

This Sunday, as we break bread together, may we receive this 

sacrifice anew in our hearts by faith, 

and with thanksgiving. 

Faithfully, 

Vol. LXVIII - No. 8 
 

The Sword of the 
Spirit was started 

in 1954 by The Rev. 
A. Pierce Middleton 

St.  Paul’s  Parish 
174 Whisconier Road 

Brookfield, Connecticut   06804 

(203) 775-9587 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com 
 

The Rev. Joseph Shepley, Rector 

 

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com
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Parish Picnic 

Sunday,  

August 21 

Noon 

†  This Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Thu, Jul 28 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
Sat, Jul 30 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 
Sun, Jul 31     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:15 am - Sunday School, Classrooms 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 

Mon, Aug   1  7:00 pm - Men’s Bible Study, Crocker Hall  (YouTube Live) 
Tue, Aug   2 - 8:00 am - PraiseKicks  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Ladies Tuesday AM Bible Study, Crocker Hall 
Wed, Aug   3 -10:00 am - Morning Prayer & Healing  (YouTube Live) 

Thu, Aug   4 - 8:00 am - PraiseBarre  (Zoom) 
  9:30 am - Men’s Study / Discussion Group, Guild Room 
  7:30 pm - Property Committee, Guild Room 

Sat, Aug   6 - 7:30 am - John 21:12 Group, Theo’s Downtown Diner, New Milford 
  8:00 am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Guild Room 
Sun, Aug   7     

 - 8:00 am - Traditional Holy Communion  (YouTube Live) 

  9:30 am - Adult Class, Guild Room 

  10:30 am - Contemporary Holy Communion   (YouTube Live) 

  7:00 pm - Recovery & Self-Reflection, Guild Room 
 

Check our website daily for schedule updates and new links. 

“T ake care!   Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; for one’s life does 

not consist in the abundance of possessions 

… and the things you have prepared (saved), 

whose will they be?  Extend an open hand 

with your worldly possessions; it’s so much 

more fulfilling than a closed fist. 

Notice:  Sword Points will not be 

published next week.  Sword Points 

will return on August 11th. 

 

https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://zoom.us/j/95816682699?pwd=VmNSdHJiYVJuekpZMzJHRFhNMHRzdz09
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=452783070
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
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†  Deep and Abiding Purpose 

 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  •  Psalm 49:1-11  •  Colossians 3:1-11  •  Luke 12:13-21  
 

T 
hese words from the prologue of St. John’s gospel encapsulate the whole gospel.  
“The Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14).  The mystery of the 
Incarnation, that is, the taking on of flesh by the eternal Son of the Father, 

confirms the dignity of the human person, the sanctity of human life, the importance of 
human bodies, and, because bodies are formed from the dust of the earth, the glorious 
goodness of the whole creation.  “God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was 
very good” (Gen. 1:31). 

The entire saga of the Old and New Testaments affirms the vital importance of the lives 
we are living right now.  Our obligation to offer a continual sacrifice of praise, which we are 
doing in the liturgy, and which is described “as our bounden duty and service,” pertains 
assuredly not only to explicitly religious acts but to the common tasks and obligations placed 
before us.  Generally, if we are honest, we know what those duties are.  Do we not all have 

some good work to walk in?  Have we not 
been called to use the gifts of creation and 
fulfill our unique vocation?  The Christian 
message says, “Use the world and love the 
world!” 
 And yet we can love the world 
wrongly, especially if we think of this 
world only and without reference to our 
transcendent source and the account we all 
must make before the great judgment seat 
of Christ.  Jesus teaches and tells a story. 
 “‘Take care!  Be on your guard against 
all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.’  
Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a 
rich man produced abundantly.  And he 
thought to himself, “What should I do, for 
I have no place to store my crops?”  Then 
he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I 
will store all my grain and my goods.”  

And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.”  But God said to him, “You fool!  This very night your life is being 
demanded of you.  And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?”  So it is for those 
who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich toward God’” (Luke 12:15-21). 

We might say that working hard and storing up for many years in anticipation of 
retirement is an act of financial prudence.  And in some respects, it is, but the fantasy at the 
end never delivers.  We may eat, drink, and delight ourselves into a state of complete misery.  
Remember Hamlet on this point: “What is a man if his chief good and market of his time be 
but to sleep and feed?  A beast, no more” (Act 2, Scene 4).  When our lives lose deep and 
abiding purpose, when we live as if there is no God, we may fall into the worst form of 
depravity, absolute nihilism.  St. Paul gives a stark picture: “fornication, impurity, passion, 
evil desire, and greed … anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language” (Col. 3:5, 8). 
This is no way to live in the world.  Rather, we clothe ourselves in Christ; we put on the 
mind of Christ.  “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. …  Above all, clothe yourself with 
love” (Col. 3:12, 14).  Life in Christ, a life of service, is a life worth living in this world and 
in the world to come. 

 

Look It Up:  Hosea 11:3 
 

Think About It:  We may set our minds on things above because “I, the Lord, took them up 
in my arms.”                   - from The Living Church, 2022 

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#gsp1
We%20may%20set%20our%20minds%20on%20things%20above%20because%20“I,%20the%20Lord,%20took%20them%20up%20in%20my%20arms.”
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†  You’re All I Need   

 

“Two things I ask of You - do not refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood 
and deceitful words far from me.  Give me neither poverty nor riches; 
feed me with the bread that is my portion.  Otherwise, I may have too 
much and deny You, saying, ‘Who is the LORD?’  Or I may become 

poor and steal, profaning the name of my God.” 
Proverbs 30:7-9 
by Steve Hemming 

I 
 spent many years and lots of money seeking a myriad of pleasures and possessions.  
Whenever I felt forlorn or fearful, in an effort to find some sort of comfort, I either 
sought to satisfy a variety of fleshly desires or else I would buy things I really didn’t 

need.  While I ended up having a lot of stuff, I 
didn’t have much of the Lord in my life.  
Although I was filled with the things of the world, 
I felt empty and lived as though I had forgotten 
God.1 

In a worldly sense, I had everything I thought I 
needed in terms of possessions, but as God’s word 
says; “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the 
whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?” 2  
Indeed, my reckless spending and out of control 
lifestyle nearly ruined me.  Surely, I had reaped 
what I had sown.3 

Despite my predilection to sin, thankfully, God 
never gave up on me.  No matter how many times 
I turned away from Him, it was His persistent 
kindness, tolerance, and patience that would lead 
me back to the Lord with a repentant heart.4 

What I have learned from the years of aimless wandering is that God and God alone, is 
the One who can truly fill and satisfy me.  Nothing else will ever gratify.  For He satisfies 
the thirsty soul, and fills the hungry soul with what is good.5  When Jesus delivered His 
sermon on the mount, He stated, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied.” 6  Jesus is the source of all our satisfaction, and He continually 
encourages us to approach Him to be filled; “He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and 
he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” 7 

When we seek the Lord, we will not lack any good thing.8  In His presence is fullness of 
joy, and at His right hand are pleasures forevermore.9  And when we delight ourselves in 
Him, He will give us the true desires of our heart.10 

I still stumble from time to time.  But regardless of how many times I may fall,11 I have 
come to an understanding deep within my soul that God is my everything and all that I truly 
need.  Is He your all in all? 

 

“Whom have I in heaven but You?  And on earth I desire no one besides You.  
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my 
portion forever.”                                                         Psalm 73:25-26 

Sunrise at Green Hill Park in Worcester, MA 

Sunrise at Wachusett Reservoir in West Boylston, MA 

Sunset on the Mediterranean Sea 

in Caesarea, Israel 

 

  1  Hosea 13:6  
  2  Luke 9:25  
  3  Galatians 6:7  
  4  Romans 2:4  

  5  Psalm 107:9  
  6  Matthew 5:6  
  7  John 6:35  
  8  Psalm 34:10  

  9  Psalm 16:11  
10  Psalm 37:4  
11  1 Peter 1:22  
 

 

T he recently completed 
Alpha program is planning 

some type of reunion event 
Wednesday August 24th.  More 
info when available. 

 

https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971192
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971249
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971282
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971318
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971350
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971379
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971412
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971459
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971493
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971533
https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=525971566
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Welcome 
 

 Masks are no longer required, if you are vaccinated. 
 For those who are comfortable with it, Communion 

will be distributed at the altar rail. 
 Please direct any questions or concerns to Fr. Joe, a 

vestry member or an usher. 

We are open for in-person services! 

at 8:00 am & 10:30 am with Holy Communion! 

 

MASKS Optional
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Praying for the 1/3 of our world that are still unreached with the Gospel.   
     Madura 
 

Country: Indonesia | Population: 7,725,000 | Language: Madura | 
Main Religion: Islam | Christian: 0.11% (1,000 believers) 
 

T 
he Madura people are the third largest people group in 
Indonesia.  The majority of Madura live on the island of 
Madura and in the eastern part of the island of Java.  The 

majority of Madura living on the island reside in closely-knit 
farming communities.  But very few Madura living on the island 
only gain their income from farming.  The climate is very dry, and 
the land is not very fertile and thus yields only two harvests of rice 
and tobacco each year.  Many Madura are fishermen, salt farmers 
and sailors on 
inter-island 
cargo ships.  

The Madura who live on Java generally 
do not own land, but become fishermen, 
sailors, bicycle-taxi drivers and 
unskilled laborers.  

Most of the Madura people are 
known for being very devout Sunni 
Muslims.  Nevertheless, many seek 
security from the use of magic spells 
that are used in an attempt to control 
both good and evil spirits.  

Please pray that God would open 
hearts and minds, and create a sense of 
need for a relationship with the Living 
God.  Pray that God would raise up 
witnesses who can share the Gospel in 
meaningful ways and that God would 
build His Church among these needy 
people.  

 

 

 

 

 

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be 
rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.”  Luke 12:15 

 

T he Gospel message this week is so contrary to our 
modern culture where advertising continually tries to 

convince us that our value lies in the things we possess.  Jesus 
showed us that our true value lies in the way we live our lives.  
He challenges us to not store up or hoard material possessions, 
but rather to live a grateful and generous lifestyle. 
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Greetings! 
 

F rances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) is sometimes referred 
to as the "consecration poet" because of her devotion and 

commitment to Christ, a commitment that is evident in every line 
of her hymns and poetry.  She grew up in an Anglican family that 
included a composer/hymn writer father (William Henry 
Havergal) and a priest/organist brother (Henry East 
Havergal).  Two instances in her life are often 
highlighted as spiritual milestones.  First, she shared this 
recollection from her time as a 15 year old student at 

Mrs. Teed's school: "I committed my soul 
to the Saviour, and earth and heaven 
seemed brighter from that moment."  
Second, after reading All For Jesus, a book 
written by J. T. Renford, "her whole life [was lifted] into sunshine, of 
which all she had previously experienced was but as pale and passing 
April gleams, compared with the fullness of summer glory."  She was 
about 37 then. 
 During her short lifetime (she died of peritonitis in her early 40s), 
she wrote poetry and hymn texts that were published in books, leaflets, 
and on ornamental cards (such as the one I've included here).  It is 
estimated that there are probably over 50 hymns that she wrote, 
although many of them have not been maintained in modern worship.  
We have two in our 1982 Hymnal: "To Thee, O Comforter 
Divine" (#514) and "Take My Life, and Let it Be" (#707).  It is the 
latter that we will be singing on Sunday.  

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee. 
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 
 

Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne. 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee. 

(Continued on page 9) 

by Kirsten Peterson, Organist & Choirmaster 

 

Lyte 
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Here is her explanation of what inspired the text: 
I went for a little visit of five days [to Areley House].  There were ten persons in 

the house, some unconverted and long prayed for, some converted, but not rejoicing 
Christians.  He gave me the prayer, "Lord, give me all in this house!"  And He just 
did.  Before I left the house every one had got a blessing.  The last night of my visit 
after I had retired, the governess asked me to go to the two daughters.  They were 
crying, etc.; then and there both of them trusted and rejoiced; it was nearly midnight.  
I was too happy to sleep, and passed most of the night in praise and renewal of my 
own consecration; and these little couplets formed themselves, and chimed in my 
heart one after another till they finished with 'Ever, Only, ALL for Thee!'  

This beautiful hymn has been set to a number of different tunes.  We will use the 
tune HOLLINGSIDE by John Bacchus Dykes (he also wrote the tune for "Holy!  
Holy!  Holy!  Lord God Almighty").  Failing to find a video on YouTube that I 
particularly like with that tune, however, I opted for this wonderful performance by 
the Nigerian singer Toyin Poju-Oyemade, accompanied by Oredolapo Otedolapo.  
She uses 
another tune 
by Dykes, 
ST. BEES, 
which some 
of you may 
recognize as 
the hymn 
"Sing, My 
Soul, His 
Wondrous 
Love."  Her 
truly 
beautiful, 
inspired, and 
worshipful 
presentation of the text really helps me absorb the meaning of the words in a very 
profound way! 

Fun fact: Havergal College, an independent day and boarding school for girls in 
Toronto, Canada, is named for Francis Ridley Havergal. 

Peace and blessings, 
Kirsten 

(Continued from page 8) Choir Notes 

Repton 

Rest 

Greeters Needed 
 

 Greeting people in a warm way makes them 

feel good about their presence in church.  At St. 

Paul’s, we are always looking for people who feel 

called to serve in this important ministry. 

 If you are interested in becoming a greeter, 

please contact Pam Szen (prszen@gmail.com) or 

David Szen. 

 

mailto:prszen@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Q8VRLuNhwA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Q8VRLuNhwA
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I f you would like to request Altar flowers for a 

particular Sunday "in Memory of," "in Honor 

of" or "in Celebration” of' a friend or loved one,  

please fill out an envelope located in the back of the 

church or send an email request to 

altarflowers@yahoo.com or contact Doug Melody. 

†  Helping Our Neighbors 

 

H ere is an update about St. Paul’s ongoing food-related ministries serving our 
community: 

 Drive Thru Food Collection - occurs every other Wednesday from 11 am - 1 pm.  We 
have now held 58 food drives since April 22, 2020!  Last time our trucks delivered to the 
Jericho Food Pantry, Danbury and the Bethel Community Food Pantry.  

Our next food collection will be next Wednesday, July 27th and will support the 

F.A.I.T.H. Community Food Pantry in Newtown and the Jericho Food Pantry in Danbury. 

Thank you all for your ongoing generosity and to the many volunteers who have helped 
to load the trucks and deliver food to the pantries. 

 

 

 
 

Next Drive-Thru 

Food Collection 

Wednesday 

August 10th 
 

Help us,  

Help others  

mailto:Altarflowers@yahoo.com
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Map of Dead Sea 

area. 

 

†  Israel, Revisited  

†  Temple Mount Sifting Project   
Looking for Archeological Treasures 

 

T 
he Temple Mount Sifting Project  is an archaeological project begun in 2004 
whose aim is the recovery and study of archaeological artifacts contained within 
debris which was removed 

from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem 
without proper archaeological care. 

The project makes heavy use of 
crowd-sourcing, using many volunteers 
and tourists, such as our St. Paul’s 
group of pilgrims in June, to help sift 
the debris, and is actually the most 
exposed to the public archaeological 
project in the world.  The project sifting 
facility is located on Mt. Scopus 
overlooking the city of Jerusalem. 

Despite its historical importance, no 
archaeologist has ever been able to 
carry out a systematic excavation on the 
Temple Mount.  This was the state of 
affairs, when in November 1999 
approximately 9,000 tons of 
archaeologically rich soil were removed from the Temple Mount by the Waqf, using heavy 
earth moving equipment and without a preceding salvage excavation or proper 
archaeological care, following works in and around the newly constructed underground el-
Marwani Mosque. 

The debris was moved to several locations, with the lion's share (an estimated 350 
truckloads) dumped in the Kidron Valley, near the north-eastern corner of the old city.   

In 2004, an excavation permit was issued to Israeli archaeologists Gabriel Barkay and 
Zachi Dvira (Zweig) proceeded to retrieve most of the heaps of soil and move them to a 
secure location.  Over the years, in addition to its scientific mission, the project took on an 
educational and touristic character as well, drawing hundreds of thousands of volunteers and 
tourists who briefly joined the sifting activity, supervised by staff members. 

Methodology 
At the sifting site, the soil is dry-sifted and transferred into buckets, where it was left to 

soak.  The remaining soil was then washed off over a plastic wire mesh, and archaeological 
artifacts hand-picked from among remaining stones and modern refuse.  This process is 
mostly undertaken by volunteers and tourists, under supervision of experienced staff.  
Objects retrieved from the wet-sifting process are then sorted and cataloged by on-site 
archaeologists, and transferred to an archaeological laboratory, to be further studied by 
specialists who prepare the finds for publication. 

(Continued on page 12) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AoizSL-TEJQ
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Pam Szen found this 

800 year old silver 

Crusader coin. 

Finds 
Most of the artifacts discovered are quite small, no larger than a few centimeters. Their 

origins span several millennia – from the Stone Age up to the 20th century. 
Iron Age (First Temple Period, 1000–586 BC) 

Approximately 15% of the pottery finds in the TMSP date to the Iron Age, mostly to the 
Iron Age IIb-III (800–586 BC).  The later Iron Age is well represented in the finds: About 

130 typical Judahite figurine fragments have been recovered from the Temple Mount 
soil.  Other finds include Judean stone weights, weaponry - including a rare arrowhead 

of the Scytho-Iranian type - introduced to Jerusalem by the forces of 
Nebuchadnezzar II, and inscription bearing artifacts, including several seals, the 

most prominent among them being the Immer Bulla, a broken sealing, dated to the 
7th–6th century BC and bearing the incomplete name of a well known Biblical 

priestly family, whose one member is recorded as a major office holder in the Temple. 
The sealing, which bears on its back fiber impressions, was affixed to a cloth sack, pouch, or 
lid, possibly relating to the Temple treasury. 

Second Temple Period (516 BCE – 70 CE) 
Within the Temple Mount's history, no other period saw as much activity as the Second 

Temple period – both in terms of construction projects carried out, chiefly that of Herod's 
temple, and in volume of people going about their day-to-day activity.  This is well attested 
in the pottery finds of the TMSP, over 40% of which date to this period (⅔ of that dating 
between Herod's reign (37 BCE) and the destruction of the temple (70 CE)). 

A number of architectural remains are ascribed to this period, the largest among them 
being a 75cm wide Doric capital, which may have topped an 18-foot tall column within 
Solomon's Porch.  Another noted architectural discovery consisted of dozens of multi-
colored Opus sectile tiles of various shapes, which enabled a reconstruction of the tiling 
patterns employed in the courtyards of Herod's Temple. 

 More than 500 of the coins discovered in the sifting date to this period, spanning 
from the 6th century BCE Yehud coinage till the First Jewish Revolt coinage of the year 70. 

Byzantine Period (324–638) 
A full third of all the coins found date to this period, along with large amounts of 

pottery.   
Early Islamic Period (638–1099) 

 Approximately one in four pottery fragments recovered date to this period. 
Other finds include many architectural elements 
connected to the construction of the Dome of the Rock 
and the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the most prominent being 
thousands of colored and gilded mosaic tesserae 
belonging to wall mosaics. 

Crusader Period (1099–1187) 
 During this period, the use of the sub-floor 
structure of the Temple Mount as a stables by the 
Knights Templar gave Solomon's Stables its current 
name.  This is reflected in finds such as hundreds of 
armor scales, horseshoe nails, and arrowheads.  Over a 

hundred silver Crusader coins make up the biggest and most 
varied collection of such coins from Jerusalem. 

Mamluk and Ottoman periods (1260–1917) 
The Mamluk period is represented mainly by pottery, 

coins, gaming pieces, jewelry and some architectural 
elements. 

A large variety of finds date to the Ottoman Period, 
including finds related to renovation projects undergone 
during this era, such as glazed tiles which have coated the 
outer walls of the Dome of the Rock since the 16th century, 
and fragments of colorful Stained Glass Windows. 

Everyone in our group found something and this activity 
is sure to be included on our future Holy Land trips.  

(Continued from page 11) Sifting Project 

The Immer bulla  

Pam and our supervisor 

display a tray of the best finds 

from our St. Paul’s group. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Immer_Bulla&action=edit&redlink=1
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, July 28th 

Johann Sebastian Bach, 1967, 

George Frederick Handel, 1967 

and Henry Purcell, 1967 
Composers 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach was born in Eisenach, Germany, in 1685, into 

a family of musicians.  As a youngster, he studied violin and organ and 
served as a choirboy at the parish church.  By early adulthood, Bach had 
already achieved an enviable reputation as a composer and performer. 

His assignments as a church musician began in 1707 and, a year later, 
he became the organist and chamber musician for the court of the Duke of 
Weimar.  In 1723, Bach was appointed cantor of the St. Thomas School in 
Leipzig and parish musician at both St. Thomas and St. Nicholas 
churches, where he remained until his death in 1750.  A man of deep 
Lutheran faith, Bach’s music was an expression of his religious 
convictions. 

George Frederick Handel was also born in 1685, in Halle, Germany.  After studying 

law, he became organist at the Reformed Cathedral in Halle in 1702, and, in 1703, he 
went to Hamburg to study and compose opera.  His interest in opera led him to Italy 
and then on to England, where he became a citizen in 1726. 
Once in England, Handel supported himself with court appointments and private 
patronage.  His energies were devoted to producing Italian operas and English 
oratorios, large choral works based upon religious themes.  Handel’s most popular 
work, Messiah, was first performed in Dublin in 1741, and is notable for its powerful 
musical interpretation of texts from the Holy Scriptures. 
A man of great charity and generosity, Handel died in London in 1759 and was 
buried in the Poets’ Corner of Westminster Abbey.   

Henry Purcell was born in London in 1659 and became one of the 

greatest English composers, flourishing in the period that followed the 
Restoration of the monarchy after the Puritan Commonwealth period. 

Purcell spent much of his short life in the service of the Chapels Royal 
as a singer, composer, and organist.  With considerable gifts as a 
composer, he wrote extensively in a variety of genres for the Church and 
for popular entertainment.  He died in 1695 and is buried adjacent to the 
organ near the north aisle of Westminster Abbey. 

 

†  Recovery & Self-Reflection Group 

S tarting July 31st on Sunday evenings at 7 pm in the Guild Room, Gordy 

Hiltz is convening a new Recovery & Self-Reflection group.  It will be a 

"fellowship meeting for those who are 

looking to make amends with past decisions 

by reflecting on where we've been, are now, 

and would like to be.  This will be 

accomplished using topic guided discussions, 

increasing self awareness for our day to day 

actions, with the goal of being a slightly 

better version of ourselves from who we 

were the day before each and every day." 
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†  Embracing Evangelism Event  
 

Y 
ou are Invited to spend a wonderful day gathering at beautiful Camp 
Washington!  
We will spend the day following the spiritual practice outlined in Embracing 

Evangelism from the Episcopal Church: we'll share our stories with each other, listen to 
them to seek and name Jesus' loving presence in our stories, reflect on how our stories 
connect with the greater stories revealed about God in scripture, celebrate what we find - 
and wonder what MORE the Spirit might be inviting us into. 

And of course we'll have a wonderful lunch together, given that it's Camp Washington, 
after all!  

Mary Perry is a parishioner in St. Paul's, Brookfield; Trish Leonard is a parishioner in 
St. Paul's, Southington. The Rev. Rachel Thomas is the Southeast and South Central Region 
Missionary. 

Camp Washington is located in Morris, CT, 22 miles from St. Paul’s. 
Click HERE to register. 

 

The She in China  

 

†  Barn Building 
 

I srael was a country ruled by religious laws.  

People often called upon a Rabbi to assist in 

legal decisions; hence a man asks Jesus to intervene 

in a matter of inheritance.  Our Lord refuses and turns 

the conversation into a teaching against materialism.  

He illustrates this with a story about a prosperous 

farmer who decides to hoard his excess crops.  The 

rich man decides to build extra barns or grain silos.  

Jesus seems to be suggesting that the farmer should 

have shared his extra grain with the poor.  It is a 

variation on the motto, "you can't take it with you."  

""Whoever is wise, let him heed 

these things and consider the 

______ _____ of the LORD." 

Psalm 107:43 NIV  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/embracing-evangelism-exploring-the-power-of-story-tickets-387597784407
http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Psalm+107:43&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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The She in China  

 

†  Greed or God 
 

Editor’s Note: Our gospel is Sunday the parable of the Rich Fool.  Earlier this week we 

saw the reflection on Facebook. 

 

W 
hen you die, don't worry about your body... 

Your relatives and funeral staff will do it. I 

know this first hand. I’ve done it myself… 

They will take you out of the house and deliver you to the 

funeral home of your family’s choice.  

They will take off your clothes; They will wash you; 

They will dress you up; They will even apply makeup to 

make you look presentable  

Many will come to the funeral to honor you.  Some will 

even cancel their plans and ask for leave to go to the funeral. 

Your things--things you hate to be borrowed will be sold, 

donated or burned.  Your keys; Your tools; Your books; 

Your CDs, DVDs, games; Your collections; Your clothes... 

And be sure the world won't stop and cry for you. 

The economy will continue. 

You will be replaced in work.  Someone with the same or 

even better ability will take your place. 

Your property will switch to heirs. 

And don't doubt the small and big things you have done 

in your life will be spoken of, judged, doubted and criticized: 

the beauty of your body, last name, property, loans, working 

position, bank account, the house, the car, academic titles, 

classmates, trophies, friends of the world, the kids, the 

family... 

In your new life, you will only need your soul. 

The only property that will last is the soul. ·  

 

T he big question is: Do you know where your soul is 

going after this life is over? 

Jesus said: "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by 

me." (John 14:6) 

The Bible is clear that no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again 

(John 3:3).  

John 3:18 explains in the simplest terms who will go to heaven and who won’t: “He that 

believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because 

he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God."  So, those who go to hell 

are specifically those who do not believe in Jesus’ name.  

Simply, if you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, by grace alone, through faith alone, 

you will spend eternity in heaven.  If you do not receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, you 

will be eternally separated from God (Matthew 25:46).  

The Bible says, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).  

We can choose to trust in Jesus’ payment for our sin, or we can choose to pay for our 

sins ourselves—but we must remember that the payment for our sin is eternity in hell.  

"For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 

Lord" (Romans 6:23). 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31).   
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COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

July 31st  8 am -  Sarver’s    10:30 am -  Kronberg’s 
Aug   7th  8 am -  Bennett’s   10:30 am -  JoAnn Hornak 
Aug 14th  8 am -  Crocker’s   10:30 am -  Jack Collins 

Contact Mary Allen at 

203-775-6633 or 

chamla@charter.net. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, August 6th 

Feast of the Transfiguration  
 

A  week from Saturday we celebrate the occasion (recorded in Matt 17:1-8; Mark 9:2

-8;  Luke 9:28-36) on which Christ, as He was beginning to teach His disciples that 

He must die and rise again, revealed Himself in shining splendor to Peter, James, and John.  

Moses and Elijah were present, and are taken to 

signify that the Law and the Prophets testify that 

Jesus is the promised Messiah.  God the Father also 

proclaimed him as such, saying, "This is my 

Beloved Son.  Listen to him."  For a moment the 

veil is drawn aside, and men still on earth are 

permitted a glimpse of the heavenly reality, the 

glory of the Eternal Triune God. 

 In the East, the Festival of the Transfiguration 

has been celebrated since the late fourth century, 

and is one of the twelve great festivals of the East 

Orthodox calendar.  In the West it was observed 

after the ninth century by some monastic orders, 

and in 1457 Pope Callistus III ordered its general 

observance.  At the time of the Reformation, it was still felt in some countries to be a 

"recent innovation," and so was not immediately taken over into most Reformation 

calendars, but is now found on most calendars that have been revised in the twentieth 

century.  A recent tendency in the West is to commemorate the Transfiguration on the 

Sunday just before Lent, in accordance with the pattern found in the Synoptics, where Jesus 

is represented as beginning to speak of his forthcoming death just about the time of the 

Transfiguration, so that it forms a fitting transition between the Epiphany season, in which 

Christ makes himself known, and the Lenten season, in which he prepares the disciples for 

what lies ahead.  Whether observing the Transfiguration then will affect the observation of it 

on August 6th remains to be seen. 

written by James Kiefer 

†  Wednesday Service Growing in Popularity 

O ur mid-week Wednesday morning 10 am Holy Eucharist with 

healing prayer has been growing consistently since we’ve been 

able to meet in person again.  With live music and a brief homily from 

Fr. Joe, this service is just what you need to sustain you through the 

week.  Come join us and check it out or watch on YouTube Live. 

 

mailto:Hi%20Dave. %20Could%20you%20please%20add%20that%20we%20needs%20Coffee%20Hour%20hCHAMLA@CHARTER.NET
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†  Art in the Christian Tradition 
 

Rich Man  
Image by John Mattos, 

Graphic Computer Generated illustration, 
Circa 2010, 

© John Mattos Illustration, all rights reserved   
 

S 
unday’s parable is probably one of the most relevant for the times we live in, 
where most of us seem to be preoccupied with the idea of accumulating more and 
more worldly possessions, as if the quality and value of our lives depended on 

how many things we possess.  The 
parable is prompting us to instead 
make ourselves rich in the sight of 
God… 
 Ok, well, sometimes when 
reading these parables, it is 
helpful to try and place ourselves 
within the times that the Gospels 
were written, as then it makes 
these parables even more 
poignant.  Jesus' contemporaries 
lived in fairly harsh 
circumstances, under very hard 
political and social conditions.  
Famine was a constant threat for 
farmers, crops were not 
guaranteed, the soil wasn’t very 
fertile in general, suffering under 
excruciating taxation, etc.…  So 
when the landowner who stored 
his surplus crop gets mentioned in 
today’s parable, instead of him 
helping to feed and support the 
poorer people around him, it 
makes this story even more 
shocking and relevant.  The 
parable is basically a stark 
warning against greed.  Luke does 
take it a step further though and 
pushes this condemnation of greed 
into a higher question we should 
all ask ourselves: in what way do I 
make myself rich in the sight of 
God’? 

This artwork is by John Mattos, who is an illustrator based in New York and has done 
work for magazines such as Forbes, The New York Times, Newsweek, Time, etc.…  He 
won many accolades and prizes for his excellent graphic image works.  The image shows a 
highly stylized image of a rich man, lavishly dressed smoking a cigar… a man probably 
highly ambitious in the world, but hopefully equally ambitious to love and humbly serve 
others as best he can… 

[ Jesus speaks] "Watch out!  Be on your guard 

against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not 

consist in the abundance of his ____________." 

Luke 12:15 NIV  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/bible?passage=Luke+12:15&version=NIV&showfn=yes
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Name Tags - Remember how 
awkward you felt when you first came to 
St. Paul’s because you didn’t know 
anyone or when you visit a different 
church?  Name tags help.  So, please be 
courteous to your fellow parishioners, to newcomers, 
visiting clergy and guests by extending a warm 
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag.  
And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 

†  Ladies Tuesday Morning 

Bible Study-Summer Edition! 

T he Tuesday morning Ladies Bible 

Study continues to meet during the 

summer in a relaxed format.  We read and 

discuss the daily inspiration from Our 

Utmost for His Highest (Oswald Chambers). 

Zoom is available and all are invited 

(ladies only please!).  Contact Mary Beth 

Durkin durkin.mb@gmail.com for the Zoom 

link and further information. 

 

†  Electronic Giving 

A s a reminder, Saint Paul’s continues to offer the electronic giving option for 

making your regular donations.  Contributions can be debited automatically from 

your checking/savings account or your credit/debit card.  Our electronic giving program 

offers convenience for you and provides much needed donation 

consistency for our congregation.  There is no cost to you to use 

this system.  Also there will be no changes if you choose to still 

use your present method of giving.  The system is simple using the 

following steps below. 

Sign on to the church website at 

www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com.  Click on the “Give Now” button 

at the top left of the first page.  Click on the “Create Profile” 

button to create your unique on line profile.  After you have 

created your profile, follow the on line instructions to schedule 

your contribution. 

If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Allen at 203-775-6633 or 

treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com. 

†  Baby Bottle Campaign Raised $2,287 
 

T he Mission Committee extends their thanks to all the St. Paul’s Family for 
their support of the recent “Baby Bottle Campaign”  to benefit Hopeline 

Pregnancy Resource Center. Donations totaled $ 2,287.00  
Hopeline will also receive an additional $500 which was 
designated in the Mission Committee Budget.  God Bless 
you,   Bonnie Wanzer, St. Paul’s Mission Committee  

 

mailto:durkin.mb@gmail.com
http://www.SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
mailto:treasurer@SaintPaulsBrookfield.com
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O 
ne of the many missions St. Paul’s Parish sponsors is World Vision, a 
Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to “helping children, 
families, and their communities overcome poverty and injustice.”  

Established in 1950, World Vision currently serves more than 3.5 million children 
in almost 100 countries.  By following Jesus’s example of unconditional love for 
the poor and the oppressed, World Vision seeks to transform communities living 
in poverty by planning and working alongside local leaders in culturally sensitive ways.  

Some of World Vision’s commitments are: ensuring child and maternal health; 
improving access to quality education; protecting children against trafficking, war, violence 
and child labor; addressing gender inequality; providing access to clean water and nutrition 
and empowering farmers to grow food sustainably; and assisting those displaced by conflict, 
disasters and social upheaval.  

If you are interested in learning more about World Vision or sponsoring a child, please 
go to https://www.worldvision.org/ 

Our food baskets were overflowing last week ! 

https://www.worldvision.org
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Jul 5, 2019 

 

M 
ichele O’Hara Abate celebrates on Saturday.  

Bake a cake on Monday for Mary Allen, Mandi 

MacDonald & Matt Roush.  Doug Melody, 

Connie Williams, Elise Montanari & Bonnie Wanzer will 

open presents on Tuesday.  Have a blessed day 

everyone! 
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†  Sermon Shorts 

"T he Power of Prayer”  To replay all our 

sermons, audio and videos follow this link 

for the Sunday Sermons.  Check out our Sermon 

Archives as well. 

 

†  This Sunday’s Readings 
(Click on the red links for the readings) 

 

Being Rich Toward God 
 

 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

I n our opening reading the teacher reflects on the useless character of life and the fact 

that the fruit of all our labors will be inherited by others.  The author (who fictionally 

is King Solomon) refers to himself as Qoheleth.  Which is variously translated as Teacher, 

Preacher, or Philosopher.  His view of existence in pessimistic.  His study indicates that 

everything we do is a chasing after the wind and that God’s ways are unknown.  It is one of 

the Bible’s remarkable features that it includes this very human attitude together with other 

views that suggest God’s purpose for creation.. 

 Psalm 49:1-11  

The psalmist speaks words of wisdom; Wise and foolish, rich and poor alike, all will die.  

We cannot pay the price for our lives. 

 Colossians 3:1-11 

In our epistle lesson Christian disciples are to wholly reorient 

their thinking and manner as though they themselves have died 

and it is the life of Christ which is now expressed in every thought 

and action.  Base desires and conduct must be cast aside and the 

mind renewed in the image of the Creator.  In the transformed 

realm that the believer now inhabits, there are no distinctions 

based on human categories; Christ supersedes all such previous 

divisions. 

 Luke 12:13-21 

In our gospel Jesus warns 

against greed and tells the story 

of an individual who was rich only in material possessions.  

The Lord refuses to be the judge in a matter having to do 

with inheritance and wealth.  Life lived without reference to 

God is empty and foolish.  Despite all our plans and efforts 

at security, the fact of death makes this very clear. 

 

Luke 12:13-21 
While Jesus does not 

ALWAYS attack wealth, this 

parable is reflective a consistent 

theme of his teachings: 

Possessions distract us from true 

wealth; from what is rich in the 

eyes of God  
 

http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/this-weeks-sermons.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
http://saintpaulsbrookfield.com/sermons/sermon-archives-2018.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#ps2
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp13_RCL.html#GOSPEL


 23 

 

Christm

as in 

Bethleh

 
†  Your Prayers Are Requested For… 

 

I t is such an intimate time when praying for the health and well being of others and 
such a privilege.  Our lives and possessions are not our own.  They belong to God.  

Yet, we are comforted knowing our prayers belong to God, as we pray for: 
 
.....Joe Hock, Harlan Jessup, Jan Brochu and other 
parishioners convalescing in extended care facilities. 
.....Good Shepherd, Shelton; St. Paul’s, Shelton; St. 
Alban’s, Simsbury. 
.....Revival at St. Paul’s and the greater Danbury area. 
.....Christ Church Cathedral’s ministry in Hartford; the 
Cathedral Chapter; honorary canons of our Cathedral. 
.....Clayton Ferry, Barbara Hock, Jim Megura, Jay 
Lawrence, Peter Scalzo, Jr., Denise, Jennifer, 
Susan, Anja, Katie, Gail, Doris, Karen, Beverly 
Hall, Joe Sampson, Clare Lyon, Robert, Eve, 
Roger, Barbara, Alex, Peter, Cynthia, Barbara 
Castronova, Arlene & Larry Coleman, Doug 
Melody and David Williams continued healing. 
.....the people of Ukraine; the people of  the Principality of Andorra; the people of Romania; 
the bishop, clergy and laity of The Diocese of Masvingo - The Church of the Province of 
Central Africa; and our sister and brother members of the Protestant Church in Sabah. 
.....Christians in the Middle East facing persecution at the hands of ISIS forces.  

Pray also for radical Muslims throughout the world to come to know 
Jesus Christ. 
…...Victory Christian Center, Danbury and their Food Pantry, 

which is the recipient of our food basket collections for the month of 
August. 
.....St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Danbury, a church partner of the 

Jericho Partnership. 
.....Our missionaries, Will & Becky McLaughlin and their 

family, as they establish their home in Cambodia. 
.....That we may remember that the many 

possessions we strive to acquire are worthless in the 
eyes of the Lord. 

…..For the one third of humanity that does not have access to the 
gospel, we yearn for faith enough as a church to proclaim God’s word in 
worship and preaching. 
.....For the Sanctification of Illness. 
.....For hope enough to bolster the discouraged. 

 
 

 

 

“Happy Landings Windmills” 

Here’s a fun 
video shot by 

Matt Bugbee of 
the windmills at 

Brookfield’s 
Happy Landings 
Protected Open 

Space. 
 

Enjoy. 

 

https://goodshepherdct.wixsite.com/church
https://www.stpaulsct.org/
https://stalbanssimsbury.org/
https://stalbanssimsbury.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ukraine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andorra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romania
https://www.oikoumene.org/member-churches/protestant-church-in-sabah
http://www.gmvcc.com/
http://www.gmvcc.com/Outreach.html
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/prayers_and_thanksgivings.php#55i
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/contact-us.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1udq-Mscu7E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1udq-Mscu7E
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Just For the Joy of It! 
(And Christian Fellowship) 

 

 

†  It Takes An Editorial Board 
Contributors to 
Sword Points: 

 

C huck Allen, Dan 
Bacon, Dot 

Crocker, Mary Beth 
Durkin, Steve 
Hemming, Patrick 
O’Connors, Steve 
Hemming, Mary 
Perry, Kirsten 
Peterson, Joe 
Shepley, Pam Szen, 
David Szen, Carol 
Wheeler, Don 
Winkley. 

Ecclesiasticus 43:27 - We could say more but could never 

say enough; let the final word be: ‘He is the all.’   - 30 - 

https://www.facebook.com/saintpaulsbrookfield/
https://twitter.com/#!/StPaulsB
https://instagram.com/stpaulsb/
https://www.youtube.com/user/swordpoints/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_vestments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontifical_High_Mass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontificate

